Anni
Learns |
Do Good

by Alicia Sindt

have had to take the sucker anyway. It didnCt tesés very
good anymore. It seemed as if the taste was ofekom
And it was stinging her tongue a little now.

Annie heard the muffled sound of Grandma Netter cal
ing to her. She wrapped the sucker back in its d/aaper
and crept from the closet to put it back insideshgtcase.
She went down the stairs and into GrandmaOs kitchen

ODid you need me, Grandma?0O Annie asked.

OYes, | wanted you to take these potato peeling®ou
feed the chickens. Your grandpa is still outsideydiores
and supper will be ready soon.O Grandma gave Heudket
half-full of potato skins. Grandma looked closeRnaieOs
face. QHoney, are you feeling well?0 Grandma fdtirbe
head. OYour face is red and hot. Do you have &?feve

Annie shook her head. ONo, | feel fine. 10llteke but
to Grandpa.O

Annie ducked out the door and headed for the chicke

Annie shut the closet door and unwrapped the cherryhouse. She could hear Grandpa singing OThe Old, Old

sucker in the dark. It was sweet and sticky antus
enough to be delicious. Annie thought about hovainrifer
brother Jeffery was. Grandma Webb had sent a doten
the special suckers to Jeff for his birthday. Tdhday had
been a week ago, and Jeff hadnCt shared one oféhem
Inside, Annie was hot and still and mad aboutig. Isad
asked Mom and Dad to make Jeff share with herftmyt
didnCt. They said it was Jeff Os present, and ufpviashim
whether or not to share.

AnnieOs eyes filled with tears as she thoughtwof ho
Jeffery had told her no. She told him that Jesic that
you were supposed to share with your sister. Jeffieid
told her that Jesus had said she wasnOt supposedeto
things that did not belong to her. And then Jeft baid
that sharing didnQt include sharing suckers.

Atfter that, she didnOt
exactly remember what

Path.O She thought it was odd that her tongue ¥elh e
itchier now. Her arms were starting to feel itcliyca
Grandpa was busy putting a staple in the chickes wi
OWhat are you doing, Grandpa?O Annie asked.
The old man looked up from the repair to smile
at his granddaughter. OlIOm fixing this hole. \&tratybu
got there?O )
OGrandma sent these peelings out to the chickens.O
Annie peered at his work.
OHow did that hole get there?O Annie bent a piece of
the wire toward the pole.
OChickens like to scratch and lean on the wire.
After a while, the staple gives way, and the naiig you
have is a hole.O Grandpa picked up the hammer atinéan
of the large staples.

was said or what she did.
She did remember that st
had called him a sinner ai
that he wasm@oing to
live with Jesus in heaven.
About that time, Mom
had shown up and each ¢
them had been punished.
And still, Mom hadn®
made Jeff share with her.
Annie licked the
sucker again. She had
snuck it out of Jeff Os roor
while he was doing chore
and hid it in her suitcase.
Now that she was at
Grandma and Grandpa
NetterOs house, she was
finally able to enjoy the
sucker. She wondered if
it was right to take JeffOs
sucker. She quickly stuffe:
that thought away. If Jeff
had done what was right_
and shared, she wouldnQ
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OThis hole doesn®t look too big to me, GrandptillltO outside of the LordOs commandments. But therddsik

smaller than a chicken can get through. CouldnQui
to fix it until itGs bigger?O Annie watched asolre dnother
staple into the pole, and she scratched at her arm.

ONot really. See, the chickens will make the hotgeb
and they will get out of the pen. ThatOs just hioiskens
are. If I wait until the chickens are running acbtive yard,
the dogs will probably eat at least one or twadhef. 1tOs
better to make the chicken wire secure and keep that
dogs and the chickens out of trouble.O Grandpa pdiuthé
last staple in place.

Annie looked at Bo Dog. He looked sleepy, like he
would never chase or kill a chicken. Just thers 83
focused hard on the chickens. Annie gasped jittiea |
He would kill a chicken if he could. She couldtsat
in his eyes. He even looked like he would thinkag fun.

OWhy donCx you get rid of the dogs so the chiakiéns
be safe?0O Annie asked.

OThe chickens are safe as long as they followlée r
and stay in their pen. | keep
the pen secure to help them _
follow those rules. Bo doesnO
ever dig around their pen. He
only gets them if the chickens
get out. Besides, if Bo wasnOt
here then foxes or coyotes
would get the chickens
instead. The chickens are
safe only when they stay
inside the fence.O Grandpa
put the hammer back in
the bucket with the staples
and sat back on his heels.

OYou see Annie, we are
much like the chickens. We
are surrounded by GodGs love
and protection. Only for us, the commandments & th
scriptures are like the fence. We get stubborrthi&echick-
ens, and we push at the boundaries the Lord haargahd

and he will more surely catch you when you sin 3an

will catch a chicken who leaves the coop. Alma haddson,
Corianton OWickedness never was happiness.O (MBa 19
RLDS) [Alma 41:10 LDS].

You see, Corianton had gone on a missionary ttip wi
his father. Corianton left the safety of the Loidsmand-
ments and sinned. Because Corianton sinned, mampyepe
would not believe Alma when he preached about threl L
So Corianton was like a chicken that had pushedlaih
the fence and clucked for the other chickens teelélae
safety and follow him. Many people did, and thstytkeir
souls for it. Because Corianton returned to hisdatwe
have the words of Alma to him. Alma had to explaihis
son how the sonGs sins had caused harm to the pedpl
harm to himself. Olt is never happiness to distwteyou
have done wrong and that not only you but otheis wi
suffer because of your wrong.O

Annie, you are covered in spots. What have you

gotten into?
Annie looked at the
red bumps on her arms.
Ol donCt know, Grandpa.
They itch though.O
QAnnie, you have red
all around your mouth too.
What have you been eating?O
Annie thought about
lying about the sucker, but
she looked into GrandpaOs eyes
and saw how much he loved
her. In that moment, she knew
she had been wrong to take
Jeff Os sucker. In that moment,
she knew she had been wrong
to say those mean things to
him. In that moment she knew that she was the sialer.
Jeff may have pushed a hole in the fence by noinghdut
she had stolen the sucker out of her own free \milihat

us with the commandments. Sometimes we even ldae t moment, she knew what Grandpa had said was true,

boundary of His commandments like the chickens push
of the pen. Instead of Bo Dog waiting to eat usaibSés
waiting to destroy our souls.O

Annie scratched at the itchy spots on her arms and
wiggled as something was itching her back now, too.
OWhat happens if one of the other chickens isrimhi a
makes the other chickens leave the pen?0

Grandpa stared at AnnieOs arms for a second. Then

OWickedness was not happiness.O

A tear slid out of her eye. OGrandpa, | have dome-s
thing wrong. | stole one of J&¥% suckers, and | should not
have done it.O

AnnieCs evening was not what she had planned. There
was the phone call to her parents and medicingédohnives
that soon covered her body. There were apologiesito he
parents and her brother for doing wrong. Her motiead

he answeredOlt doesnCt work like that, Annie. One chickdhe ingredient list on the sucker and discoveratittie for-

may push at the pen and even make the hole. But every
chicken makes its own choice to leave the safetiyeopen.
Just like one person may say bad things aboutdhdCs
commandments andytto convince people that the com-
mandment is wrong or doesnCt apply anymore. Byt eve
person decides whether to sin by themselves.O
Grandpa took AnnieOs hand and turned it to get a
better look at her arm. OBut Grandpa, there ig avbrld
out here for the chickens to explore. If it werémmGhe
dog they would be happier out here than in the €»op
Grandpa looked her in the eye. Olt is a big world

mula had changed. The sucker now had a dye thateAnn
was allergic to. If she hadnCr taken the suckes, afchis
would have happened. Her trip to her grandparerss w
much shorter than she had expected.

As she closed her eyes to sleep in her own bed, she
pondered the words of Alma that her Grandpa hadesha
OWickedness never was happines~s.O They were sShrue.
had pushed out the safety of GodOs commandmentsadnd
hives to show for it. Now back in the safety of Mierds
again, and she vowed she would always do what igas r
in the future.
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