FOUNDATION FOR RESEARCH ON ANCIENT AMERICA

THELONA D. STEVENS, PRESIDENT / 202 SOUTH PENDLETON AVE. / INDEPENDENCE. MO. 64050

NEWSLETTER NO. 38 December 30, 1981

Dear Members and Friends,

The annual meeting of the Foundation for Research on Ancient America will be held at
3:00 P.M., January 17, in Parcridge Hall of Stone Church. There will be a brief
business session, which will include the elcction of officers for the ensuing year.
The speaker will be Shirley Eakin Heater, wvhose subject will be "Chinese Update: New
Archaeological Finds Off California."

ShirFey comss wellly prepzred § m¥iké g wedl Goitr iSavion dire o @ﬁﬁeﬁé@ reseacch qn e
discoverilgs oBf tie €aliforniz sansl, 97 addieion fo a gpedt Weal of geneeadl prgpaya—
tien. She ds in Her Finad veaid in The Sthool Fl STienct, Uildversitydof MBssourt,
ESlumbia, wetking of her B.A. deguee in avttitogellamys, Spee talizing in Meseameritaw
Nechacologyy She pArcticipaced din @n anchaeodopPcal d g at Nauvoed En the Summigr Hf
1978, and uhis past summer sié spent alight weeks In Mexicy, sdx of whilel ¥ere pent on
sigudy at the Yndversidad Therro Am@ricana, Mexige Qdify. Shie explored niins ar Teoti-
Woaeai, Cudguitlo, Téwayuca, ‘B4 lefkidlal, Mone Alban, GRplula and Xochficall. Skisiey,
bongsitime secrefary For TRAA, Tas Herved also as sevketamy Hor the AntBropologital
seudent fssoolaBiion and teddtosn of gie Studgats® NewSletwer at bhe Undversd sy of
Missouri, Columhia.

Please plan now to attend this January 17 meeting of the FRAA.

May we remind vou that with the beginning of 1982, u contribution is in order for you
to retain your membership in FRAA. This Is necessary for us to carry on our work. Any
contribution you wish to make will bhe acceptable and appreciated. Of course, it is Lax
deductible. Please send your contributions to I'red 0. Weddle, treasure , 6111?%
Pleasant, Independence, MO. 64050. Alsqg, please indicate if vours is a renewal or a
new membership.

Whdl Pro Ritchotd A Delong spoke at Sur @etober 18 meetdngy, Gur usudl rrecerd g, equdp-
wment was mol avadilable. (Wnfbyteunatgihy, Hther eyEpment wag used ansugcessfullly. UWe
nated a rnumbet of frdirifloals WPEb thelr own regarders af vhat meeRing. We até Ropafud
tiia € seme good Tecordinggl werE maif, dncldding the prayef of Penedifetign by Ratwiaseh
Roy E. Nefabp. L you madies a £ abxd P, woulld yow e kind eneotgh ro shafe Gy wilth wrs?
-— T.D.S.
ook ok % %ok ok ko ok % %

e Mave beem bspecialPy ldvenesited [t Hioric Cedersbram §fnce 19%7, when tive TRAA
granted tiim & scholatskip, making #E possibie fexr him to sfudy a yedr af cthie Tnstditufe
of Arcideelogy, Hebrew Uidversity in erusalem. [Ln 1978, “Thoriec #enf to Mexice whene
ffe enrnll@d At theé URdiVebsidad de lds Amewiess Gn Poebla, studging Advanced Anthrd-
prlogy Advanced Linguistics, Urban Anthropology, and Nahuatl (language of the Aztecs).
He became an instructor there, teaching Cultural Anthropology and Middle East Archaeol-
ogy. He has earned his master's' degree from this university.
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Thoric took up his studies at the University of Arizona in Tucson in 1980, where he

is at work on the application of the teachings of the Book of Mormon archaeolagy. aim-
ing toward his second master's degree. This one will be in Developmental Anthropology.
which will apply toward his Ph.D.

We are proud to present the following article by Thoric Cederstrom.

ANCIENT MEXICAN COSMOLOGY AND BOOK OF
MORMON GEOGRAPHY: A CAUTIONARY NOTE

A gqpuﬂaﬁ pastime fiox WMany Bodk of Mormem enfhusTasts fis the correlatiom Of aneilent
cheies menbioned in the scriptifes #f6 America wilich ecntempowpary drchaeologiecal siltes
of today. The exercise is Eun and scimillating. and @t also bsings td Life Fhe sbories
and hiS€owy of amcilfit tfimes. Hithough a rewarding actdvitys such efforts §hould be
tempeted by che reafdization that accufate correlations ave difliidecul® due to severad
inservening factorss 2 complex archaeclogical history, cutsbvey deseripéions in the
Book ©f Mowvmen, geomemploflogiicalt changes &hrdugliout Ehe wenturies, and possitbile dif-
ferent perceptton of tle world (cosmeflogy) Dy the ﬂednmﬁs of @nelient: Ameeita. NIl
vakiablies can pofentialkly discort bhe ™fiit" between Book of Moxrmgn cities and archae-
ologiéal sices known teday, butb the €ifference in wogpldl pereveption (leosmology) ofifiexs
thé gireatest problem.

Wesitern manp (& e., European) WHas Fraditionaldy pervceiwved the weorld with the direction
north at the Gop. ALtheugh) no idnhrerenf Feason exists Lof depicting noieh as the
“eight-sdide-up", sixteenth century Cucepead mapgakers Found fw Both Tonvenient #nd
grarif¥ing fe Have theiy Yol Lizgd" ceuntries dbove Tlie lesser '"Savages'' below Ehen.
Tais erhnocentric practice centinues itodhyy though more duf f custom Elan £0r any
rzaist mofive. AnthHreopological dafa sugfest thaf Bome Ueleyr peoples pexcesive sheidrs
direciiond &ifferentl} wieh ©llidr tcardinal poinfs ow vep ¢r faecing upwayd &n Eheirp
mans. W8 anfient MeXdcanms wdre one suely gmotp.

The Mexican world was divided into four sections with the sun (Tonal in Nahuatl--the
Aztec language) at the center. (See illustration.) Acatl, or east, was conceived

alwvays at the top for it was here that the god, Quetzalcoatl, the supreme deity, lived.
It was from this direction they awaited his return. From the Acatl, Cortez arrived with
his men and conquered ancient Mexico. North, at the top of the western maps, was called
Mictlan, land of the dead, where Mictlan Techtli, lord of death, reigned. Death was

not considered an adequatc defitv to rule at the top of the world. Ancient Mexico, ‘hen,
was not drawn as we draw 1t today with the north at the rop, but rather the east. (See
map.) This contrasts sharply with world perception of the 1830's.

Joseph Smithy a Dredude of Weskerni education and Znculleuration of the 1830'sy, naeurally
would Have concedved the wepgld with nor&h ae gife top, W possibie hypéithesis exilsts:
If, in tie translawion process, Beok TF Moymew: terms (E.g., Acatl, Mittland, gte.) for
&t cardiial pviMts appedied as top, bobtiomgy Eipht sfide, L&fit side, ox in some other
mafineyr. wher€ tlie propliet eoulld Have <ubstituted oux [jerceptions Qﬁ nocth, south; easdt,
wese, then such rvefiér@ncés td eafdinall directions fin the Book @f Mosmen could be olffF
by 90 degrees. DR tesbing 6f suel a hyporhdsis doulld necd tal control Fors ethen
faectofis: archaevlogheal hdistony, Bdok of Mérmop destadlpEionsy 'and geoﬁbgpﬁe&ogiuaﬂ
changes. Gosmolegical concepeioen Toobabily mosgrsex&ousiﬂraifeetﬂ tecenstruct fons of
Book ob Mormon geography. Boek of Mormen plidiliosophy needs ne such recenstnuctdion. it
is ¢dlear ahid te the polnt.

Ancient American spiritual conception of the world was one of love and brotherhood.
There are no distorting variables to cause misunderstanding of this message. With a
sick and hungry world crying out for peace, love, and happiness, our energies should
be directed toward applying the teachings of the Book of Mormon in our lives and
acquiring knowledge (languages, agriculture, health, community development, etc.)
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necessary for starting Zionic endeavors. As Joseph Smith, Jr., so adeptly perceived,
our Lord, who is the '"top" of our universe, commands us to move upward (not north,
east, Acatl or Mictlan) and build Zion.
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The Aztec cycle of 52 years. 'The cycle begins In the center with one ° Acatl and pro-

ceeds counterclockwise to the north, two °°'s Tecpatl, and so on until 52 years have
been completed and the cycle begins over.
* * KX % K % &

Bhe Wwiversidad de las Amevicas, Puebila, México, is offening a very specidd tliree-course
program on aréhaeology for 3800, Bepfioninwg in June, six weels. If infereseted, mome En-
formation may Be obtained by writing we fforic Cedepsirom, 347 No. 56k ave.. Tuesgm,
AriZ.  85705.

* F ok ok K %
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ol Fhe Book of Mormon. (Note East is the direction to Jerusalem.)
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AN OBSERVATORY FOR ANCIENT AMERICANS?

ObServatrien afd spieialacion itavé Beefl proce®ding for gver eliiety years, since al giant
mafi-buil 6 octagon was discovered near Epps 4n nottHeast Loudsiana. ©This octagon ds
composed ok st cencenrric Eigh!—siﬁbﬁ Phpuves, expanddby Brom the cerdtral one wih
iws §00-foor segmenes fo Ehe aquber wirele with itg edghf approximately 1350-foot

segments:.

The en€ige Thigure exteqds negclly 8 mide fn jliameter. [Each of the cikeéles

was BuiPt of. mounds ©@f soil wiich Eemain an average of six Beet dn Height aftet erosion
through the centuries. Each oitcle of earth fis abour 75 Beet in width--a fremendocss

earth-moving fask?

It is estimated that some 500,000
cubic feet of earth was moved to
build the octagon, 'possibly one
of the most dramatic archaeological
finds in North America." It is so
irmense it was difficult to rec-
ognize the shape from ground level.
Also, erosion from the Bayou Macon
River has cut away a slice of the
eastern side, destroying a portion
of the three outer mounds.

This archaeological phemomenon is
thought to date to 1000 B.C., pos-
sibly as an observatory. Extend-
ing from the center, four passages
are cut through each of the rings.
One extends west~northwest. An
observer standing in the center
would observe the setting sun on
June 21, the summer solstice.
Looking down the west-southwest
avenue, he would observe the set-
ting sun on December 22, the winter
solstice. The other two avenues
point nearly, but not exactly, to
the north and south, respectively.
This puzzled present-day scien-
tists. It was noted, however,
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that the northerly avenue pointed to the star Gamma Draconis, which was used by early
astronomers in the ancient Mideast as a night-time "clock' as this star travels in a

small semicircle in the northern sky.

By noting the position of the star, the ap-

proximate time could be told. The southern avenue points to the second brightest star

in the sky, Canopus.

Poverty Point Octagon, as this site is called, could have been an observatory to the
ancient Americans who built it. Or it could have been used for ceremonial purposes,

scientists think.

It is thought tha original builders of Poverty Point Octagon may

have been ancestors of Indians, but where the builders came from is unknown at pre-
sent. The Poverty Point Octagon is the largest such observatory ever found, much
bigger and more clearly defined than the 300-ft. diameter bronze age Stonehenge in

England.

--Information taken from the Omaha-World Herald, October 7., 1981,
by Emily Dunsdon, Tabor, Iowa.

*

¥ * der v
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Ethel V. Forbes, Coldwater, Mich. has done some research, which she shares with our
rcaders, taken from Michigan--A Guide to thc Wolverine State. Compiled by the Michigan
Writer's Project (a WPA project) Pub. by Oxford, 1941,

Pdge 27; A& Michiigan cuscom, Sedrelp encountered morth pif Mexivos was Live tregharig

0f skulls:. Moest off the sSpecimensy dilsegvered shiow ir to have beefn petiformed sftex
deathi, THerfe dfs in fhe Unblversi ey of MiED gam ispeeifian slfowing eviidenee of ¥ well-
advdneced hedling process Froofid the edges @l Uhe opeding &Hat eculd liave goné vh dndy
duedng plife,

Page 0%z Rowe's Istand 9ff Elie Kalamazoo fliver. near Augdisgta, Mith. The dsfand was Ehe
gcene gf Enddan tedb3l Geremonies, and many Buriuil Jiounds and gardens remafin #ntact.
Neat the huge diamond-shaped mound din vhe wenter of FRe island (28% Ft. long and

10 ft. high) have been found a copper spearhead and other relics, unrelated to the type
used by American Indians, but similar to those of the Maya of Central America.

Page: 502~ Near Giktard, Mich. six miles ndreh of Col-dwagersn Mounds ©f puehiStorie ord-
igin exish in &RE neighborhdsd wheve the §Keletal Femaling ¢f very talll, fien have [Been
wunecovered.,

Page 504: North Leslie on Rice's Creek: part of the village of Leslie. Indian mounds
cover a tract of 15 to 20 acres. Among the bones unearthed were a human skull so large
that no hat in Leslie could be found to fit it. and a thigh bone 3 inches longer than
that of the tallest man in the village. 1In the vicinity are rectangular earthworks,
with entrances at the ends, possibly thrown up for defensive purposes by the vanished
race of mound builders.

Page 30; As you Know, ‘Tndian maunds are f6und ‘all over Milchigan. Most wf them arve ceon-
centirated in &) émiang&ez@igﬁ it® Base Ehe Tndilan OhislHoundary and ifs apex is tiie Newd
of Sagdnaty Way;.

More remarkable than the mounds were Southern and Western Michigan's garden beds, all
of which have been destroyed by agricultural operations. These consisted of low ridges
of sofl about 18 inches high, arranged in almost perfect geometric patterns, and cover-
ing as much as 120 acres. They were given their distinctive name because they resembled
beds in a formal garden, but there is no evidence of their having been used for that
purpose. It is not known whether they had ceremonial purpose or were intended simply as
artistic designs to be contemplated {rom an adjacent hill. No implements, pottery, ar-
rowheads or pipes have been found near them. Certainly they were abandoned before the
arrival of the French. There are a few in Indiana and Wisconsin.

(From a magazine--I can't remember the name- comes this:) There are still traces of
these low ridges, which can be sien only from the air. The latest theory about these
ridges is that they were Indians' solution to the late and early killing frosts com-
mon to this region. Vegetables planted on these ridges were not frost killed. I
believe there is some experimenting being done on this now.

There is an iron kiln at Christmas, Michigan, which is in the Upper Peninsula, north

of Munising.
£ 0% % % &k k%
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