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FOUNDATION FOR RESEARCH ON ANCIENT AMERICA 

•• 
THElONA D. STEVENS, l'RESIDENT / 202 SOUTH PEND;ETON AVE. / INDEPENOENCf, MO. 6�050 

N EWSLJ;:f'PRB NO. 3� Deq.,mber. 30, i981 

Dear,. Members and l't'i$,nd'1.l, 

The annual meetlng of t:h� Fqundaf:�otL for R,g:e:1'!'<'11 an Anl;.Le:nc America will!! be l\ela ab 
3:00 P.li{., Janua.y 17, in ean:.rldg-e,,Hall af St.onei Clmn:h. ;J;here will be a brief 
llusiness session, which w:i01 i11c'kucle the,leh·cb;,,n of ofr'icers C&r ct,e ensuing vea�. 
Ilte spe3keT wil.,_l Jie Sh:iTl�y tia¾l□ Lleacs!,:r 0 -,J,o,<o sohj<,!cL wirl be J'C.t,inese Update, Ne.w 
An:h_aeological Elods ('lff Ca.llfo-rnH1." 

Shirley C,;>l]leS welh preraTe"d t;"I;) mak.f ,; rel! �on�r i,bub hrn ,hit• to :,p�cia! rw,ear,;:h on Ll,c 
disceveJ:'i.!i;& off tho CaJi.fornitl <'<flSL. ip addLtion lo a g,reat deal of !lene,;al pci;;pap1-
tion. Sbe is itt her Unaoi vear ln th-e Sxhr1ol of St ,ence, UniveTsil:3/' or Mls�oud, 
Columbia. workaing on her LI. A. <tegree in .:1.1.)thropo I ogy, svec iuiizing in Mes<)amer!il:ian 
Ar<::liaeology. <She !)arcicipated irl un ,1rC'haeologi¢al d ~g ac 11nuvoo in 'the sumn\� b( 
1978, and Ll1is paslc sumntet' she spent e,.Lght weeks i11 Mexico, s-lx of whi�h wer-e spent in 
stud'y a r the li.flive:rsLd�d The't'l."O �1'icana. Mexir;:9 Cifiy. She expl'o·red ruins a.L Teot i­
huacan", Cu:icu:ilo, <tinayuca, 'l'alamiUa!, Hone Alban, C!Jolu1a a11d ,l{ochtc;alo. Sltl,r1.ey, 
Long-ci111e secretary fu1' "AAA.A, flas served also as se:12retary �or;. Lile Antfl11opo.j.rrg:I:cai 
Sn1Jiellt Ass,;w<};iatiQ,Jt <¼'cl, <,dJ.QIDT rf IJ,e Stu(lenM' �ewsJ.ett-aT at the UnJ'v_s,·sJ.Ly of 
:,-!] sso-ur L, Co.1.umb ia. 

Please Bkan r1ow to aLLer�!l ttri,� January 77· mee_tin& aI the FR/iA. 

Ha/" we re,nii,a1 vou il,aL 1,i.th nhe h<>trilnnini of L982, a CQ.Jlloll:h1tio;ll .,ls in o:rgur fo� ybu 
1.-0 rcetain your membe�ship, in l'I\M. 'Phfs ls mwes-sary foe us l:.'o c.a,;.rY on our woi;�. Any 
cunn·ibubimrr you wish co ar,ik(l'wUI lla atece:pcahle and ,a11precjaLed. 01 2ourse, it, 'Ls L&>< 
dedu-ctibLe. P..!,,ease �endJ )'c'\.Ur uatttribut.Lon� to li'�ed O. l1e<ldle, treasure , 4Lll j(; 
P1easant, Tndepellclen,oe, Ml). 64ll�l;!. A ls9,, rlcase indicate if vour_s ii,,;, rpnc:wal <;>r" 
new membership. 

\/!be l)r. Riehar,d A. DeJ.,ong sp1,ike 1j't our Oc:J:;oiler J.8 mea,tin1;, «:,ui; usuaJ re<1ording equjp­
n,ent was 11ot available. Uf\f,E1rruna0'i'lv, ottlW e<qu-;L1iae,1t 1>:lill; used unst1ccessfully. Wo 
un.t'ed a number o.f �ndl.v"icl1.mls w1'6h Li'l'eii, own cc;i:orders al that meetcin$. 'ile ar_. ho>µ�[11l 
thac some goad i;eedrd i.11gs were ma_; e, btf<J lucti ng rhe pray-en Qf benedlic:ti:q,_11 by P,rt r iarch 
R,ey E. Weldon. 'l:f you made a reconlh>!.\, would you be �jnd eoough w share ci f.: ,.,ic;h us? 

-- T.D.S. 

\.!� have· h•e:1 e.special,ly t!,ns_e-reste.d i,rc'o'fhoric Ce'(le:r:sLi:om since 1977, when tlm FRAA 
grant�ci liin, a scholarship, makLng id possible for hiin co study a year at the 1n.stit.,Le 
or Ardfae.elogy, Hebrew University in Jeq.1saleni. In :L\)78, 'l'ho:r:t.c we11t to ftexico .1hene 
ne enrnl J,i:,d at t-he Univ,erS[da8 d'e 1 ;is ffilteoricas in Po��la, studf �ng A<hiallce._d An1:hTo-
P •, I 01tY Advanced Lingu!i.sC'i◊s, U-rban Allth,uopology, a11d fiaAu« t L (lan�1Jage of'. the Azcecs) • 
fl"' IJecan,e an instrue;!Jor tl1ei<e. t<?ad1ing ct, I �ural Anth10opol9gy ai,11 Mi._cldJe Eas� Archaadl­
"llY · Re l\,is earned IHs master's,'di.grt,., from, this unive'f's.1ty. 



'[bQric touk up h1s studies at ohe Uni,v�r'sLcy of i\rlzon11 in Tucson in 1980, wh,'n' lw 
ls at work on ch.e application of the teath-1ngs nf fhe Book or Motmon arehaeoh1iw, 11 im­
lng towar6 his second masecr.' s degree. Th ls, on� wiLL be ln Developmenta L Anohropn Loii;y. 
which will appLy toward l\i.s Ph.I). 

We are prou.d to Rresent the following .trti'l:le by Thoric Cederstrom. 

ANCIEtJT �i;EiJ.CAN COSMOLOG'I' AND BOOK OF 
MORMON GEOGKC,PltY: A CAUTION>'IRY ijOTE 

,\ r,opular pastime For nl'any Bo0k o� M,,,�meo enthusiast,;; is the ccn·relati,on of artcig,nt 
d.c:ies menti.oned in tfte scr iprl.lres of Ame�ica ,,1th c,�ncernpg1cary aranaeologieal sites 
0£ today. The e:xercise is fun and sUmlllar.i.ng .. and d:t a�so brings to 1:i,ile the stori.es 
and l),isEony oi anc:ient ti.mes. Alt:J1ougb a reward'ing accivi.t¥, such effoi:ts sl\Qul.d be 
tempered t-iy the realb,ation chat ac<:ur&te correlat.ions ai:,e dlfli i0ultc due to sev�ral 
intervetring factQrs; a oompl ex a'rc.hae<l'Logica� his tor¥, cursory descriptions in the 
Book 06 Mormon, geomqrpho1ogica.1 chan�es throughout the c.:ent.ur;Les. and possible dif­
Eerent perception of the world (,0s1110Logy) by the !feopl!!s o( ancient Amer:i.ca. Alf 
variables can potentially di..stort the "Eit" between Book of &to1Jmon cities and archae­
ologica'l sic:es known today, but &he di ffere11c.e in woi;}d µe'llce.pti(!,n (cosmol-0g}") o.frei:s 
cne great.es½ probiem. 

11,estern map (J:.e., Europe.sin) has tradltion�lly peraei,.,ed the \\!Onld w.l,tl\ the directiQn 
norch ac the top. Althoug� no inlwrent reason exists r,,,.,, depicting north as t-he 
"xight-side-up", sixceeneil ccncu-ry Eu,opean map.(llakers found H bot;.h convenient ind 
sratlfvi.ng �o have che-ir "civdlizlflti" cou1cLri.e"s abqi,e ohe Lesser "savages" helow �hem. 
T'ii.s echnocentri.c. practice con1:inuea ,t;,oday, t:�iough mnre out of custom chan for any 
r,;,:i,sc ;aoti\te. AnthrorioiogLca-1 data; suggest 6h�t some ochec peogJ,.es per®i,v-e �heir 
.:f�r�c.t-Lons differently with1 othJr cardinal poi..nt:s oq, tQ1> or ftrelng upward on their 
-:ua-l)s. 1he ancient Me>=:icans were one such group. 

'[he Me--xican world was diyided into tout sections with the sun (Tonal in Nahuatl--tlie 
�-

Azoec language) a6 the center. (�-ee Lllustr,iLiJ,n.) L\cacl,, or east, was co1cceivcd 
always at the t0p for it was l1�11e that the gpd, Que.tz,,Jc:oaLl, th .. e sup1;eme deity, 1ived. 
re was frcim this direetion they awatced bis �etunL from the AcatL. Coti;e� arrived wi&h 
his men and c:onqueTed aneien t Mex icQ. No( th, at t_he \,<lP of tihc, we.sl:ern ll\aps., was c,Lj I ed 
.tll.£.tlan, land of the dead. where M'i,_stlan ·i:_�htli, Lo�cl !J.F dcatl,, �eigned. Death was 
not considered an adeqµato de.lty co rule a1: the Lo1> of the wor1.d. Ancient Mexico, ·h',)n, 
rvas n0,t drawn as we dr�w lt torlay with chc novth at th� tin� ., But rathe( t:hc east. (Sf.1e 
map.) This contra1,ts shaJ"l'lY wit-h world jie.risei,t.ion of: the 183')'s. 

Joseph Smith, a produc:c of' We:;;tern cdL1cc&tion and enculn11:aci.011 of the 18'.J0's. naccurally 
would have conceived the, world ,;rich north al the �op. A possible hypothesis exists: 
lf, in tile tTanslaccion process. Boo� oB Mormon veTI11s �e.g., Acat1, i-li.c�lancl, t;,tc.) for 
the c:ardln<1l points appeared a» .££1)., bqttwm, rigll,O side, le.l;t si.ae, or i,n some other 
manner whete ohe prophet1<Cou,Ld have substiouted our Jle"Cception� 9E nocch, south, ease-, 
wesl?", then suoh refere,nc.es l!<l card"inal d;irecc tons cin clie Book o!i' M1>·=on <:'ould be off 
15y 9(1 aegoees. Thi!! t:esting of suet a hypothesis would need t6 control eor ocher 
factors: archaeological h:Ls.tro-r}', llook or }locmon des<:r:i,ptions, and geomoi;.phological 
changes. Cosll)ologica1 cenCe(lt:ioo pcoballly 11)ost seriously aHecr.s �econs�ructions of 

Book of Mormon g,!"ography. Boo.I<, of Mormon phil.osopliy needs no such recQnstru.c:tion. It 
is clear and to the point. 

Ani,ienc Amertcan scpiritua I con.(!ept.ion of the wor1d wns onl§l pf love ana brotherhoo4. 
!here a re no distort lng variah 1 es to cause misunde�standing o E thi.:;; message. Wi,th a
sh:k and hungry world c:.ryirtg, 0u� 6or peacP., love, and happ'i-ness. our energle,,s should
be dLrecced toward ;ippJyirtg rh .. e tcachiAgs of t.he Book of Mormon i,.n our lives and
'i!CS}uir/J:ng 15,nowled.g� (languages, Jgr iculture. hemlt.li, coum\llnity development, e,tc.)



Newstetter No. 38,_p...,____1. 

necessa�y for startl.ng Zionic endeavors. As Jt5sepll Smith, Jr., so acleptly perceived, 
our 6ord, who :Ls the "cof' of our unive1Jse, i:ommands us to move upward (not north, 
east, Acatl or Mict1an) and build Zio11� 
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The cyc'le begins in the c.enter with pne O Aearl ana pro­
noTth, fiwo 1)

01 s Tecnatl, and so on unt!ll S2 years have 
begi 11s over. 

"h 'ft -/t ii 'k * *  

The lJ.niversidad de las Americas, Pu.,;,bl,i, Mexico, L.s o[fe.ring a very s1>ecial three-course 
11rogram on archaeology f@r $600, b<:gjnnlng In .June, six week�. rr cnterested, more i11-
formation may be obtained by writing to 'l'hQric Cedcrs\:rQm, 13�7 No. �ti) (!Vt' .• Tueso11, 

Aciz. 85 705. 
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A� OBSERVi\TORl' FOR ANG'LENT i\MERLCANS? 

Observatiot'I and spe.cJ1lation hav<!i been pToceeding for over thirty years, since a giant 
111an-buitt octagon was dd.s-cov=ed near Epps in northeas.t Lovisiana. This oc,tagon ls 
composed O'DI slx concent_dc eighi;,-swed fLgurell· <'XP'l!ndin1, from Lhe centcral one with 
ic,s 900-foot segmencs to the ou\:;er,1 cLr-ele w'l.th its eight approximately 1350-foot 
segments. The entii;e f1�u:re exte.£_lds nearfy a mile in diameter. Each of �he circles 
was builr. oE mounds ofi soil which remain a11 aver1;1g<> oJ s'lx feet J.n height a�c-er ecosioL\ 
through the cenouries. Each ci�cle oE earth is about 75 feet in width--a treme�douo 
earth-moving aask! 

It is e-sti:macea that some 500,0QO 
cubic (eec of ear th was moved to 
build c:he octagon, "possibly one 
of the mpst dramatic archaeol.ogica1 
finds in Nor th America." rt is !;JO 
immense lt was difficult to rec­
ognize the shape froin ground Level. 
AlsQ, erosion fr0m the Ila you Ha con 
Ri.Jer has cut a1,1ay a sl.lce of !:'he 
eastern, side, destrqying a pqrtion 
of ohe �hree oucer mounds. 

This arehaeoiogical phemon,enon iis 
tnoughG to date to 1000 B.C., pos­
sib.(y as an observaco'ry. Bxtent!­
ing from tne cencer, rour pawges 
are cut t'hrou11!;1 each of the ,1;tngs. 
One extends wes't--no"IS thwe.s t, An, 
observe'r standing in f.he ce:nter 
woula obs-erve t-he S"e-t r;ing sun on 
June 2�, �he summer �ol$ti�e. 
LQ9king down the west-southweso 
avenue, he would observe the se;t­
t.ing sun on December 22-c, the wli.111:;er 
solstice. The other two avenues 
point rrearly, but not cxactJy, to 
che north �nd souc.h, respect;Lvely. 
This puvzled p'liesent-day se�en­
tists. Ill wa.s noted, however, 
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that tlj,_e nort:heicty avenue pointed to i;rre sta,-r Gamm,1 Draconi$ which was used by early 
asn:onomers in �he ancient Miclca-s-t as a night-:-time ucl0cre11 as this star ttave1s J.n a 
small semic:trcle in tl1e northeirn sky. 8-y not,i.ng �he position of the star, tl1e all­
rrox,imate time 1:ouJ.d be told. "11he souther,n avenue pc>ints co the second .bri,ghcr;cst staT 
in the sky, Ganopus. 

l'overl)' Poinl Oaccagon, as thi :so site Ls ualled, <101.hd have Ileen an observatory to the 
ancient l1n1er�cans who P\I i 1c h. Qt._ Lt i::.oul<l have becm used r,rn ceremonial purposes. 
sctenc.isL,; think. It ls �hou8ht tlllll or.iginal builders pE l'o'vea:ty Poinx Occagorl may 
have been antes tors, of l'..ndians, l>ul whe,ee Lhe builders caure from is unknown at pre­
senc-. Thr, Po.l(et;,ty Po int Oc i;agon l,; Lhe largest such ol5serva co:ry eveic found, mutll 
bigger and rnooe c.: le'.lr1y dc,(i11"'1L tiia11 elie JO<l<-ft. diameJ;,er li,rom;e age Stoneheng-e in 
England. 

�-Lnf9rma�lo� taken from the ofu-aha-W0arHI Herald, October 7, 1981, 
by Emily D.unsdon, TaboT" Itiwa. 



F.tJnal V. Forbes. CoJ.dwacer. ltlit·h. has dqnu ,;,,ml' r-,searc11, ,;!1icch she shaces wll,,11 our 
reade);s, ca ken B<orn Mle.higa,n--,A Gui_dc to y� Hi, (var.LM_�H, te. Coru1)l.Eed l>;y �lie Mi_chlgan 
Writer':;; Prnj ect (,9, WPA nroj ect) 'Pub. hy nx fr1,;rcl, r'!i41 .

Pa:ge 27: A Michfgan ousco,r,, rarely, en,·o,mte,·cd nonch 9L Mexlcb, was the crephinlng 
of skulls. Most of the spesimens disooven,d sh1>w lL t:.o have been pe'rforrned after 
.deach. There is in the Oniver� !,,}' ;lf Mi�hlgnu a sp�ca.fuan showing evidence of a well­
advanced healin1;1 p'r.ocess ;,iround the ed_ges ol t.,he openLng �lfac CQufd lrave, gone on only 
du,;ing ] if,e:. 
_P/lge 404: Rowe's IsJ.and in the Kalama>.QP 11 i vo.,T. ni,nr Au11u� :;;t:a. Midi. The i.sland wa:;; the 
saene ofi Indian tribal ceremonies, and many bu,1a I Jll,O\mds ,;rnd g;;,roens rema_.&D tnt.�ct. 
Ne;;,r tne huge diamornl-sh9ped rno;ind in tl\e ce.,u, r o!,' t!;le island (.285 ft. long ancl 
10 ft. high) have been found a copper spearhead and other relit:s, un-related to the type 
used by American lndians, but sirni lar to �hose oJ: Lhe May-a of Genttral Alileri<ta. 
Page 502: Near Girard, Mich. ,;_:i:x miles nd'r-ch of Cci,ldwa�e.r. Mounds of pi:ajiistoric ori­
gin exist in the neigt,b.ot'heoil whcvc the. ske Let:a I Temains o:£, vei::y tall men have been 
une:oyered. 
Page 504: North 'EeS,!ie on Rlee 's ere:eR: pa:ro <'.If cl\e \i"t.1 Lage (lf Leslie. tndian lilbunds 
cover a trnct o_f 15 to 20 aere�. ,""1011g tl\e bones uneartl1(}d we11El: a human skull so large 
t:hat rro hat :Ln r.ealie cou.Ld be �ound co f:ie if, and a tl\i&h bone 3 inches longer th�n 
that of the tal,1,est man ri.n the village. Tn the vl,;inity are ,ect,angul.ar eart.hwod<s, 
t.tith encr.mces ao che ends, posslbl.,v Lhrown up for deliens<ive purposes by the vanfaned
race of mound l>ui lder,s.
Page 30; As you know, "Indian mo..unds are found all over Michi�a,.n. Most of t.bern are con­
centrated i.n a tria-n9.l� with lts base 1:he imHan-Ohio ,,bou);ld.ary and its �pex is �he head 
of Saginaw Jla)f. 
More remarkable than �he mou11ds we�e Southern and Wescer11 l'Ulclligan's garde.n beds, all 
oT whi;c\!. have b\?en destroyed br agri:'C\.U L t"uq, I Qperjc!ti:on�. 'these corisisced pf low rid,ges 
of �oi.1 about 1.8 inches J,ig!,,, arranged i,n sl'lT\lo'lait pca;dr'"ed: ge,o.l))cqj,9 pati:;eq1s, and co'ler­
ing as much as l20 ac:,es. The_y were Ki 'let;1 their \iis�inc�ive name tiecause the!)' resembl.ed 
beds in a formal garden, but clurre is no evidence of cheit: having been used roi- that 
purpose. lG is nof known :whetlmr the¥ hacl ceremonial p!lrpose or i.,e-re irlt!ended s:;i.mply as 
ai:�istic desi.gns to h� contemp'l;f�ted from an adja¢..ent hi.-1 I. No imp Lemen cs,, pnnecv, ar­
rowheads or pipes have been found near them. Ce-rfoinly the-y were abandoned before t lie 
ar�va-1 of tshe. F'renc.h. Th.ere are a Few in ln.8iana and \H .. sconsin'. 
(l'rom a ma.gaz.ine--I can' t rr;,ntembei., th,;, narne--c.-onLes c.h:i:s:) 'IJ'he.re are st ill trac:es of 
these low r!d,ges, wlti£h c,m 150 s,;en onlv from �he air, l'he l<rt:e$t theqi;y ;ihout these 
ridges is tha1: the¥ wei;e lpdial)s' soluti..OQ, to fhe late a<Jd eacly kdi),ling frosts com­
mon ti;, i;his region. Vegetables 1>lanted on c-hese ridges were net:' Fi;,ost k11J...ed. I 
believe .here is some exper im"ent lng being done on t::his now. 
There is an iron kiln at C:hrisbrnas, Hic:higart a which i� in the Uppei;; lleninsl.lJ.a, noi;tlt 
of Munising. 
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