FOUNDATION FOR RES®ARCh ON ANCI:NT AMERICA
LNZWSLEITER No. 5 December 10, 1969

Dear Friends,

In spite of holiday pressures of heavy mail and busy inembers, this Newsletter
is being sent.

Our thanks go to a number of you who have sent contributions, comments, and
items for use in our work; also for the names of friends to whom Newslettcrs may be
sent.

Happy holidays, and unlimited blessings in the coming year is our wish for you
all.

-- T.D.S.
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From Alex Iaw of Sydncy, sustralia comes a clipping fram a Sydney newspaper,
The Sun, dated August 2, 1969, having to do with explorations by the Andes Explorers'
Club. Gene Savoy, president, writecs of lcgends among the Peruvian jungles people
regarding the "White ldessiah.”

Mr. Savoy describes thesc peoplc as tall, blonde descendants of a vhite civi-
lization. . . . I saw wnitc peoplc thiere with bluc eyes and blonde and red hair.

I saw dark-skinned people with blonde, fair-sidmnned children., It was incrediblc.”
He describes the people as '"well over six feet tall.!

Concerning the "legcndary VWildte God,"he said, ''he definitely cmerged frow the
Peruvian jungles to sprecad his message. . . . To tho Indians, he was like a Mussiah;
he taught a new religion of peace, thc immortality of the soul and prcached 3gainst
materialisin. . . . His symbol, found throughout Central America, was the plumed ser-
pent and a cross. Hec taught that onc iust sacrifiice the inner heart to obtain im-
mortality, but sowc of tho Indian races, like the Aztecs, interpreted this later
that the hecart had to be torn out alive in human sacrifices." Savoy thought the

rcligion of the "Whitce God" bere a strange parallel to Buddhism and Christianity.
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A rolated article comes from The Sun-Telegram of San Bernardino, April 13,
1969, a story of what is tcrmed "the purest primitives left on the facc of the
carth," by Dictmar Carsten. Carsten is onc of the few explorers to have 'challenged
thesc wilds (of Pcru) and almost certainly the first to find and photograph the
Kashomashiris." Ho hcard zbout them from the Campa Indians. A Caupa on close terms
with them, strangely cnough, actud as intcrpreter.

"The Kashomashiris arc apparcntly very different from the rest of the tribes
that surround thcw. (The name 'Kashomashiri! iacans naked, literally without 'cushma'
or sack-dress; this was the tcorm the Capas used to describe thai--they had no name
for theiaselves.; They arc a slight, graccful peoplec, light of skin, the wouicn of
great beauty. Their way of lifc is onc of the utmost siimplicity. They live on wild
fruits and plants, and small animels which thcy hunt with bow and arrow. They wear
only a modest girdle of liaves; they have no ornaments and posscss only a few basic
utensils.” Sowe Cuapa accounts suggest thet there may be 2,000 of thosc people, but
Carsten estimates that the totzl nay be a mere 500 scattered through the arca.”

Gene Carsten is 2 Gorman, & rcsident of Hew York, vhose primery interest is

cthnology. Ho plans further oxpeditions to this area.
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Inez Girton of mcorhead, Iows, long a social welfarc workcr among the Arizona
Indians, zlsc worked with the San Carlos cond White mMountain Apaches for o number of
years. Shac wrote:
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0T have heard tie Lamanites howl for the loss of a loved one., This sound is
different from any other audible expression of grief. It rends the air, figurative-
1y speaking. I have heard that they regard this as a sacred duty, and the traditicn
mist be carried on. In no way does this resesble one of their chants. The term
'howl' adequately describes their vocalization. I know of no other race of people
who practice this rite. ;

je find repeated references in the Book of Mormon to howling, one of which 1s
qunged from Isaiah, 'Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand . . .' - II Nephi
10:6.

"Following the great storm at the time of Jesus' crucifixion, 'there was great
mourning, and howling and weeping anong all tie people continually' - IIT Kephi
L121. (Also see verses 25, 5h, 60, etc.)

Njumercus other Book of HMormon references Carry similar expressions, such as
josian 7:51; Helaman 3:92; 5:43; Dther 6:88, 90."

R

One of the members of the Foundation, William lurray of Yucaipa, California has
been doing research on the American horse for soie time. He has submitted some
material which we believe will stimulate further study by those interested in this
subject, together with "The Horse in Ancient America," by Charles R, Hield in the
Saints' Herald, October, 1969. dlder Murray writes:

THE AnERTICAN HORSE

One of the criticisms by cnemies of the Book of liormon when it was first pub-
lished was that the Nophites found horscs in merica and had actually domesticated
and used them. (Sce I Hephi 5:216; alma 12:76-82; III Nephi 2:20, 443 3:1; Ether
L:21.) The horse, it was belicved, was brought to smcrica by Spanish explorers, sco
Joseph Smith had made a great mistake. :

In Hovember, 1958 my wifc and I made a trip to the South Pacific. While in
Sydney, Australia we visited the iustralian duscum. There we found an cxhibit
called the "Evolution of Horses,' a pictorial exhibit oxceptionally intercsting to
one familiar with the Book of wormon. Concerning the cxhibit was this statoment:

1Pruc horses of the Genus Equus cvolved in North america from a Pliohippus
stock at the ond of the Plieconc and were well cstablished in cerly Fleistocene times,

., . thoy spread to =211 parts of North: sucrica and also migrated across the still
cxisting land bridges into Burope, asia, .ifrica and South .morica., Toward the end
of Pleistocene times, horscs became cxtinet in North and South America, but porsisted
in Burasia and .friea. . .M ;

The Los -ngeles County kiuseum exhibits spccimons of various cpochs, and de-
seribes tho cvelution of the horse, and statos that its disappearance was 10,000 to
11,000 ycars ago, according to Carbon-1l, dating of associated wood fragments, which
was before the Spanish Congquistadores. The causc for thoir disappearance is still a
mystery. beny individual finds arc roccordad in the collcction in this muscum, but
all arec of a single specic, the oxtinet wostern hersc.
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Just when cnd why did the horse diseppear from Aucrica? Studonts of the Book of
Morron belicve it was mmch later than 10,000 ycars ago. Paul M. Hanson in Jesus
Christ imong the Ancicnt Americens, Horald House, 1945, pp. 167, 168, gives scveral
quotztions from o number of authors guesticning dates given by palecntologists. 4&s
time gocs on ond new discevers are made, perhaps many dates will have to be changed.
There is much to bec uncovered yet.

The disappearancc of the horse in hterica remains a aystery. Porhaps souc day
the riddlc umsny be solved.
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References: Hancho La Brea, publ. by Los .ngeles County lkiusoum of Natural History,
900 . mapGsataon puva,, Los .ngeles, Calif., 9C007. a record of
Pleistocene Lifc in California (Sixth Zdition) by Chester Stock,
1968. $1.25 (cloth 2.95).
The ascent of Eguus, Chester 3tocik and Hildgarde Howard, Los angeles

County iuseum, 1963, 50¢.
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+n° added thought is gleaned from Since Cumorah, by Hugh W. Nibley, Desert Book
Company, 1967, Salt Lake City, Utah, %.95, p. 257:

"Zxtensive studics on the domestication of the horse (and the presence of a
pre-Columbian horse in .gnerica is still being argued pro and con) have established
that the horse was not dcmesticated at just onec timc and place but independently in
various times and places. It would appear that horses werc used to pull wagons in-
some places long beforeanybody thought of riding upon their backs (R. S. tacNeish,

in inticuity, 39 (1965), pp 87-94, on the origins of .arerican agriculture.)"
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We draw on Since Cunorah also for another quotation, p. 251:

".. sacred reccord on gold platus was oncec considered just too funny for words.

. Today at lcast 2 hundred cxamples of ancicnt writing on metal plates are
available, thc latest discoveries being three gold plagues found in 1964 ncar an
ancient shrinc on the coast of Itely; thcy aros coverod wi.th Punic and Etruscan
writing and datc f roa about 500 B.C. Punic, it will be recalled, is Phoenician, a
language and script that flourished in Lcehifs day & few miles from Jerusalem, !

Mr. Nibley gives credit to G. Colonna for this statement in Archaeology (1966), p.2l.
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Various news sources comuent about the subway cxcavations taking placc in
Mexico City which are uncarthing rclics of the aztec past. One such ncws item is
taken from the News Scction of Grit, a Crescent City, California newspaper, sent by
Mrs, Vivian Cumains of that city. This articlc spcaks of the wuncarthing of a
nonolith of an Aztcc goddess weighing half a ton, which will be placed in a national
muscwh in Moxdce City. A temple which has been uncovered will be loft. as part of
the dcecor of a subway station, 'probably tho imost unusual station in the world."!

The articls goes on to say, "Tenochtitlan was built on islands in the middle of'Lake
Texcoco. When the Spanish conquistador, Hernando Cortez, arrived thcere in 1519, the
Aztcc capital had o population of 100,000. London at that time had 40,000 inhabit-
ants; Paris had €5,000, and no city in Spain cven caiic close to this. The city was
said to be a wvision of architectual elcganco--~zaucducts cnd ccramic weter pipes;
trecs ond flowers =nd garden gzoos, highly polishid walls and magnificent tcmples.®
One of Cortez' soldicrs vrote, !Today all that I saw is overthrown; nothing is lcft
standing.' 4 sccond subway linc is planned. “It vwill run to thc¢ middle of the
present-day Zoczlo, wnich covers tihe Aztecs! grcat central squere.?

This ncws story is datoed Scptember 2, 1969.

Book of Moruon lovers ill doubtlcss be intercsted in watching for announcements
of further findings as additional coxcavatioiis are made.
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Another itum of inturest submitted by Hrs. Cwmmins is also from CGrit, Family
Scction, 1ay 11, 1969, a book rcview by Gardner Soule of his own book, Undersca
Fronticrs, Rand icNally & Company, 1968.

Mr. 3Soule describes photogrephy by deep-sca cameras "four miles ebove the floor
of the Milnc-Edwards Ducp of tite Pacific's Pcru~Cnil: Trench.® This wes donz by



Dr. Bob Menzies, now &t Florida State University, at Tallahassee.

Aboard the "Anton Bruw:," o specially built apparatus, one day cbout 20 riles
froa tiie island of Hormigas de Afuer:, Or. lenzies 2nd his scientists lowered their
cameras to 2 point about 6,000 feet beneatin the sea in a job which took hours,
teking pictures  which showed carved rock columns.

"Dr. Menzies took a total of about 1,000 photozranhs. itost clearly showed mud
strewn with animal tracks and remains. But sonme clearly showed what seeinis to be
jointed rock. One picture showed pillars standing upright, extending four feet out
of the mud. Other pictures showed rocks that lcok like pillars that have fallen
over,Y

iren Dr. denzies tried again to locate this @ea, he wes unable to do so, but a
change in bottom currents, it is cxplained, could have swept his camera from the
spot. Instecd of finding the same spot, he found others, showing more fallen pil-

lars. "Soine of the pillars appear to have some kind of writing on them.  The
aumbers three and nine secm to show up on soide of the lying-down pillars, but these
could be tracings .kde by marine animcls . . . . It is zlumost beyond belief to

consider that the inscriptions represent wn-iode inscriptions. WWe do not find
these structures elsewhere. ilsewhcre, the bottom is mud, os would be expected.”
And Dr. ienzies! final comacnt was, "It seacits incredulous, the idea c¢f 2 sunken
city . . .Moybe the idec of a sunken civilization is not so incredible zfter 211,
Soute day 1 vdill go bock therc.'
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Rccommended 2s o book of genercl information on what has been accomplished by
civilizations: History of Mankind, Cultur~l and Scicntific Development, Volumc One,
Prort II: The Beginnings of Civilization, by 3ir Leoncrd tioollcy. Published by

The New amorican Library, New York .nd Toronto, ond The New English Library Liaitced,
Londen. A ssentor Book, The New imerican Librory, 1301 svenue of thas Auericas, New
York, N. Y. 10019. J1.25.
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