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]{EW BOOK OF toRiltoll
COI{CORDAI{CE AVAI LABLE

Oppottunlttr For Conplltn.nt ry Copt'

A n w md very cobplere Book of Momon
Concord@ has @.tly b.en publi.h.d by a ban
ud wife lean in llinoi6. Ralph Slore. Ph.D..
Ph.D., D.C. md Sandra Sto*e, Ph.D, s!€ni iwo
ysaE agas€d ir ihi, Donunent l i.rh, The
@lcordocq containing 1130 pas.6 ahd in hard
bact covd, li.k dery sord of thc 1903 Authonz€d
Ed ioD oI tll. Btuh or Monon. PeEissioD hs
bcr sroted for the pintins of ih. folloyins
explmioly pr.fac. miit€n by il'e sutloE,

"Siowe'3 Bool of Molhon Concordame is
eihilar in ty?. io tnai dom by J@@ Shons on rhe
r: of tLe Bible of vdioue lraftlaiion.. Alihoush
th. Boot or Motuor hu not ben .ubi@t to
multiplo kamlationd, it hds been tne objed of
e@d editins €fioll{ A. w6 aE bot pE.Dpiuou
io Lrow ih€ correct deiE of C.d Elativs to each
sold of ih. Boo[ of Monon, Re chose to Esp@t
.ach word of ah8 19m dpy which w@ conpd€d io
th€ orisiml nhuuipc tueglat d by JM.ph
Smiih, Ji sr the Se! ald Hand o{ cod for His
pupo.e, W€ havs {dd.Ed at nsy.peuing

indn.ilt€nci* (3Nh as bitt€r, and btt ri hlt have
E@Dod lai|hdn io oa.h Md e ii appees i! ile
1903 €.lition. r .mB haw b*n nade in rhac
publicatioD, re h.vc copied thore emr6.

'"Th; *orh is an slautiv€ consdancs io rhe
t6xi of th. rg03 ..lition of the BmL oI Momon
ordindily in u&, and i. ds only oft hiihato
mm..ud€d rl8t siv€ sI tlte wolde of thar .dftion
of !h. Book of Monon of morc the ole leiie. !n
addition, wods !e siv€n in @nielt and with a
book, .ha!i.r, and Yerse elaae.

''h ib pEpantion ihre sMr lealuEd hav.
b*n &ftllntly k€pi in view: I. enpl€t€aesei 2,
sinplicily, and 3, a@uhcy. It i. ini€nd€d to b€ a
peree.t.tladad lor pulDoes of Bf@4: e
ftll in ik v{gbulary md lbta thEt ev€ry one
@nsulring it * be 8uE to fnd a laraag€ .eily
and quiclly, by BeLins it uda ry pord vhat€v.r
ih8i ia dniaim; M plqin in i{. monsenenr thar a
child canot ni$ iie {ay in urins it, 60 conEr ir
iL cibtion., both nun6rical atr.t srbal. tLaa ihe
D@r scholarly Eay ibplicidy deDe.d upon it llE
ndi tn.Ddiba induhy dnd Bcrupulou @ ho
ben ox.Eidd io s.a! out dl .eE, e th. wort
wao paseiry throush rhe psei but in a t34 .o
.xtended and dl Nch int iddcy dnd reuliu detail,
th6 arrhoE .dmt ho!. io har. sca!€rl atl eral!,
wh.thd typo$alhical d .ldicd. W3 f€el on6.l6l
hoftwa rh ir iL8 DGa aserrial ue ol ihe wdt,
nmely siving tle E@ oI @djly 6!d!s any
lasase in lhe Boot of Momon - ths purpd.e lor
which a oacordd@ i. lm,lly on.'n&d - this
wiu nr.ly if d.r h€ foud d€fetir.. A compuisoD
wiA otbe. wo*s oltle tind thitherto produc.d,
how6a u€in th€J my n8ve becn in their Dla@,

sndr.nd R.h6 stom,.u$motih. 'w|v DlbtLh.d



"I Command 
All Men ... 
That They 
Shall Write 
The Words 
Which I Speak 
Unto Them." 

II Nephi 12:65 
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by FRAA Research Committee 

In any civilization, one essential element which it 
must possess is a system of communication. One 
form of communication, the writing system, provides 
the stability and continuity that would otherwise be 
lacking. With a written language, one can record the 
history, laws, religious codes, or business trans
actions of a society. 

The Book of Mormon tells us on numerous 
occasions of the need of keeping records. In First 
Nephi, we are told, "For behold, Laban hath the 
record of the Jews, and also a genealogy of thy 
forefathers, and they are engraven upon _plates of 
brass. Wherefore the Lord hath commanded me that 
thou and thy brothers should go unto the house of 
Laban, and seek the records, and bring them down 
hither into the wilderness."' Nephl did obtain these 
records and continued to make other records on 
metal plates as did his descendants. 

It is  thought by some that upon arriving on this 
continent, the Nephites settled in the highland area 
of Mesoamcrica - perhaps in the Guatemalan 
mountains along the Pacific coast.• The Mulekites, 
on the other band, a,re thought to have settled in the 
lowland area of Mexico and Guatemala.• The Book 
of Omni tells of the uniting of these two groups -
"For behold, he [Mosiah] being warned of the Lord 
that he should _flee out of the land of Nephi, and as 
many as would hearken unto the voice of the Lord 
should also depart out of the land with him .... And 
they departed out of the land into the wilderness ... 
until they came down into the land which is called 
the land of Zarabemla."◄ 

The Book of Omni also tells us that Zarahemla 
rejoiced upon the arrival of Mosiah and his people 
because they had brought with them the brass plates 
which contained the record of the Jews. The 
Mulekites had come out of Jerusalem also, but had 
not brought records witb them. "And their language 
had become corrupted .... But it came to pass that 
Mosiab caused that they should be taught in his 
language."• 

Linda Schele, archaeologist in Mayan studies, 
bas done extensive work in regard to deciphering the 
Mayan hieroglyphs. She has -recognized that certain 
aspects of the language of the lowland Maya were 
either missing or corrupted in the �arlier texts 
compared with later tests. From this, she has 
concluded that these particular aspects of the 
language were probably borrowed from the highland 
Maya where they had a longer history of usage.e 
This would he in keeping with the Nephites who had 
their records and knowledge of language united with 
the Mulekites who had no records and a language 
which had been corrupted. 

According to the Book of Mormon, .Mosiah and 
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bi. p6pl. eir€d i! tL. lanl Zdan.nla .omiin
b€ts*n tl. reE ,9 B,C. ed 130 B,C. acnsL rot€.
t!!t ihe h.siui!!! ot the qlaEic May! qiiils
.y.i.n f.I! inio in€ rangB ol 200 B.C. dd AD 60.
It wodd ap!3& ihat tbe Clu.ic Maya witins
.y.i€h hd it b€Aindns! in th. Bd€ tid fre@
inst th. B.ol of Mmon sive. fd ihe Nephii.

AcLsL stda nrd!* that $s lowland M.ya did
aoi iDvert witils iD M€soDsca, rdhE, ibey
irhdir€d tL. itl6 of ftitirs non an .ani€r .diur.l
paiod Mw 600 B.C, ud A,D, 60,"3 llltc €.rlid
cult'e ii !.fd!irs to t!. OlDoc (idoitud br .n
RLDA .td@losi.t s th. Jat€dit 6).r "Altlough
th€ OlEa vubh€d abnltly @urd 400 B,C,, fi€n
di.tingli.birg &!ft! wolrd !. ilhditd by oths,
ircr ina the Mr}{. Li.lc h.r*er th8 OlmE sd
t!€ May. aE Edcd i! th€ EE.iu of lzapa a
cl@t6 of 80 Eou& ner th. Paci6. edr of
Cbi5lar whi.b d!t€. bcteE!,t00 B'c. ud A,D. 3m.
CdiDs! o! 60 stele . up.tbt .bh. of .ton* '
neflet th. OlEe .n sEb, , . , SiDilu kBpar ltyle
noruorl . . . giv. u ou! tusr tantalizin! glibpdd
of t*o imovati@ in ihe W..a.m H.mi.phd€ ihat
'w uic!€ly M€@eico; abe col@dd aDd
ni@glwhic Eitirg qr

TA€ BoL of Omi givk u ou on€ bri.f blirp.e
thst the N€pbite€ uil abe Jdedit€! diil inde€d hav€
.d€ iri€E tid rith ob. anoah.L 'And ii m. t
paa iD tho d.}l ofMosilh, {h@ we a hls!.ion.
bDualt uto biD, with o!&!vi!3s on iq md bo did
ilte.pet tte dgavilgq by the gift ed powr of
c.d. And il6y 3!* d .dui of d. condrlld,
.nd th. .l.in of hta pepla And ColianluE! {s
ilimwred byahep@ple ofzanh.Dla a hed*dt
wiih il@ for tlE sr8ce of line E@n&"'!

In t[€ fd.eo of ahir .vid.n6 i! th. strdy of
li.gdlde ' pdticduly in rhe Male Ns ol
M@aMi@ It 6lFuld .tt Dgth.! ou f.ith to
!@![iE tbat lle Datt€E8 for brsuage
dd€lolb.nt in Mg8mdica .ppd io lit irio rhe
B@L ol Momon EquiM.nb fo! s.osEDhy dd

I Fn:t Bo.l of Nahi rs1,62
I R.y TI.nt "A SiE [6.d kot ai M.!oucne', X.cad

B@h d UonM D.v.Lpwt .p.5.

I Ituib Sst'le, "Oiants ol if. lvidq Sr€1 6". lvo&dflt
1t,12 lthalflhi. wana wd*'ha dr r.'a p t3,

I l^t E@ru ' Liui@ hbu, t 'doul CdmDiic
s.ci.ty, wohi!.to! Dc' 1932), !.rr Aool ofoDd r:3537. /4.

Th€se t$o whidr show ths
Mayqn hleloCypblcs vsr€

pltotographed by B€d Luth€r
ln Orldgnra, GuqleEqlq,

nlo Mdyd cdved on up
stob6 ol slone cqll€d 5t0lq
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THE I{ILL OF

Dr Ri.had A. llelohg. r iember olthe Advisory
Boald of the lbundalion for R8earch on Ancieni
Ahenca, h!s ben concentEti.g on inlerprelilrsAde.
.anes in a. area whicb could b. thc sitc ol the lasl
sreat baill. oflhc Ncphitca and llill Cumonh nhere
Morn.n depNikd all the recods except the lr,ies
siveD 1o his sD Muoni n' dep.sii in Hillcumorah in

I have belore ne a nlpsenrby Irr Deb.g lor
dris area in noithen orxaca. The nlme Quro l epec
tu hsnslated "tabletsin tho hill oL'

Inlercst was ftsl sp k.d in this dre! br an
R.LD.S. stud.nt rading i repod by a Mex,..n
anhreolos$lin ihe University Library i. Mexi.o
Cir! of a leEenl ia a ,enotr t\t
anhuallt pd$ thntEh the riLldlle and on @ th.
ndrzi.;n lvhln askld thrirl,utsincss, th.r say thcy
nrc lhe hccpets ol the naaanal tea,ut r'

N.il Sr..de an.ns.iheF nas visikd ard
aurbenticard the rpod as lrue from rhe navorrnd
o$e6 i ihe villase. Siedehad bee.livnrg nl

THE PLATES

Mexicosnd aioneline was employedin archae
ological exploraiion by the govcmncni o I Mrxico.
His cxplrioncc r.sadins his v,snio ih$ rehot.ar.r
vas rublisled in the July, 1981 issue of ft? t/'!n.$.
'lhe sbove clues would apDly L the n$lcalosory
(Ihe l}1inlss leue;6) con.eii'ins il'e Hill Cdfror.h

'llie re.ond mkgory ofpobnhal bnski[rough is
b rsed .po !  He lans .2 ,1

tsooks and records of cvcry kind involvinc a
highl! likrale ptqne * ihe Nephites w.!ecan bc
expeded io include 'nelalplstes in a differenl
cat€gory ihr. thcsrcred records bandlddosn b,
tbe propheii.lire and deposjted the Hill
CL,morrh He.ords,! the lirsrchss woutd evide.ilr
trrminato !iih Nlroni A ir.420 and !be end of thc



Ih. lolosjrg tanbliring glibp.* ar ec@d

Dulina Jue r9€2 I @iwil a eDod of a l€.te
giEn by Dr, I<'r€m Shield., r rative of Chials,
Maico boddirg in€ jugl. a6.. n6r PaLnqE.

$,. lnvlLd hc to l@iu. !r ou chut h twic4 ud
botl aim.. .h€ bo left ou oh.nh !tsllbound
*fth h.r.nhverr... Durrry h.r rm. lerur rtr.
old€ two qrtr4 .r.fuba .traoD@t . rrre ftFt
vu h.r pdorrl ophtotr that Jcsu. CM.a hld
.!! .!.d to tb. M.y.n dliurc h PaLnqr6, but
!'L6 @uld tut d€i€rDiE6 e r. ihs 6x.ci d.ia. DL
ahi.ld. r.d. i|r. .iat ndt ihll .f,. ir . Romn

t€l!.|i3loub.li.f3'ft.Kon
h.r d.-rrptron .l .h. a.ld prrd .be had .6.

qF.areh]&dy

e d&.i.ly cld. r.l.iiorhip rtih tlr€ l(a!ivi.,
f,.r dddipdd ol ih€ bindirg ol ih€ d.r6 vs.
.Drdn& Si. ..tul th.r .. !.u.llr boud by

Di.Llovnonly
b r|i6 fars F.pl.r,

Dr. Shi€ld'. bok, 7r. Cndnsins lvindr, wa.
wid€d in trRAA Newlette! No. 14 by Mich@l
Oat 6t, lt i3 w[ @rlh Esding. lR€printed i! tlig
b.u of the Wirda pase 6,1

On€ boE .inilar bntalirins glinp€. ort of By
flo o! r!. subjet pwdcd by a pEparqlory q{ot€ i.

}tlma Eedjr lh2 Arcint Put ol Me'in

rh6 nd i6nibry of Qlnnrln. Roo, ompnns
th€ .a.a.rn ald cdtlal €.foM ol ih€ v@r.n
P€ntEd. t! D6rhap! th€ ld.t lrown .!d It
i€h. of mt.ni b...!r., D6rb.p3 th. rlch.d or
th€ 'dld'r crtll rtulplor.d r.don.

h . ' d ' n d 6 | b g .
€'|d|tnU|4|odruiN.

An aviato flyina ove i[jl EaioD wh6 hi.
6aiE biled Eottarl a sEaU a@ 6e of im od
leded 3a&ly i. sEsll bNsb. CliDbitr8 to ibe iop of
u liljffert Eou4 suddedy the @ib heD€alh hiE
save *ay, mrl he dmrp€d ilt u und€rtemd
vault, [Ihs @ 6udsa noulitr in M.rico
ev.Ed with folias! anil sdlloEdl Aft€r th. dEt
cl4Ed awsy he &w a long itoE trcush, @ltsiDils
a mmb.r ol b.i!l 6l!pl6, 6ch bs.ils .ld6
ol8tsve<l solde! plat€!, Cleeils th€ &h{i! of
celturic oway,Ie trnrcd th€ p!!i6 wo tbeir
mouaht 3old !iDdl@, but foud ne *e udue io
m@t ay of th@ AoD th.n !.d€ fa.&ru& A&€r
bany day6 or dcruiaiins dificulty lE 6MIy
riubled into a chicl€ ijamp. An sploEr
archa@lostst, A, gyalt Vm nob N€w Yo!t,
od6tr€d s a!.ditio! to 6!d th€ pld€ ad
diifaci. bui *iihoui .m.s. Tli. whol€ .iory i!
docunsnhd in a bol by A. gyatt V.EiI, fi?y
Iornd Cold, available ton puUic lib.ai€,

Obviouly hint€, clues, dd vhilpeB li*e the
abov. .lo nof b.Idg in ill. .M. .ai€gory a! the
sacEn rm!d, i! tle HiU CuoEh,

TIIE IHTRD OR RENAISSANCE CAIECOBY

In ihs ysu A,D, 420 Mom 's last woldr lnrg
tle ortsiD dom for tle N€phiae @d @ w€ haw
it, Bet*een A.D- 420 od ColuDbu thE€ stletch€s a
D6riod of tim. E@t€r thd Idri to Mobtri A Ltnd!
.y€ view ol ihn lEar spep ol tiD€ ir in od@.

Lite tbe Biblq tle Boot of Moro! is coMiit d
io the erislen@ ol tm poMrnn .!ini6-Cod and
Satan, W6 a6 whal re e accoldns b th€ .pint *
lit to ob€y (AlEa 1:128,rr),

Thus Mono! laD€.tli

sd th€y .ro diiv€! .bout .. .hafa b€6oF ih.

Tb.y e€re one i dexahtu. !d!1., ad rlry

€vcn bf, G.d, th€ Faihon
Brtnoqih.y d.l€d.bo hy S.t n,6v€!r
chnfi i. dnv€n h.fo€ ih6 wlid, .r u . r.r*l i3
r...ad aboot uDon ih6 wav@, *lthort 8dl d
.nchor, or Fithout alyiths qhftwltlt to sler
|i.8 dd chn d .b. la & e lhd.

SATAN'S CBEAT COVER UP

wh6 M@!i clo.€d tne Ncp[it€ @rd Sorsn
wls i! iotd aEEmd. It Rould b€ .xprt€il that the
6st @vE up would be ol tho tree ol Cbilt od
oih.. ndB6 r€lat€d ao th€ 3@d S[epn€rd- lho., i!.
god oftrls Nahua.N.lhits€ *u label€d Q8tal@atl



The
ChanglngWlnd

by K.rena Shleldr
Fovlowod by Mlchrol Galrdl

s. b.sinr ths tne accouni ot the cxperi€nces
of Xmoa Shieldsr, in ft€ Cn.,sid wizd;
a child o{ ihEe y€n rwin8 to mrtunry -:
on a ruhberDlanbhon 'n theJunsl6ot == _^a

dp€nen@ wiih th€ naivd, a nysknoug
Mayan lrib€, {bo havel the ancieni haila
of the Mayan EnpiE.

Ii is her dFnences with the Kanvia thal will
esDeially inieesr Bool ol Mormo! .e!den. For il is
hft, abund.harcoal enbeE and nickerine lires
that a child "lookins for Cod' besiN 1o be tewht of
the mcient b€li€ls of the Mayan people.

out or th€ Domi4, b .he bednni4 ora n€q pl!e.
$,€ li.hbd I n€w firu.ae b€rrn, Hunrbxu,.hcAn-
C!d, we .h€ only on. vho kn€v

drh. rrand, r,ow 1o n.!c ih6 co.n and cacm and
DFird so.d thtng. o{ .h. €dh @ne inb bein.,

In tho 6hort r.drs $slah€ knes them, the
Kanvi! bughr h.r haditionr rtrikinslr &milsr ro
pasag6 leord€d in the Book of Monon.

Th€ foltowils aeouni€ ae told by the auihor sive
ihe rcadd an opportDity to coDpqr€ th€ herilasd
and 1ladition. of d @ple who had pased do*n
rhrcuah aenerarioru iheir b€li€f3, end lhe B.ok of
Momon. (B@l of Momon Ff€r.nc6 e added in

On one oea6ion. ihe Karivis tdld her "that all
thiqs noved i. rhytnm, the sun, the moon, the
d.tuond, and wh€n she d6ned io show th€m Satm

ilircush a letescope, rhey laushed and drc* ings
and named rhe coto6. ,otd wisdon,' rhey said,
(.A11 'he planer€ which nove in rhen resrnar form,
doth witness rhallhe.e ir a sDprene cr€alof;, -
arna 16:55.)

Upon qu$iionins, Who wad liddnd? 3he wqs
answ.led, l.ixh, the moming st5r." ( And b.hol.l,
there shqll be s nes eier rtq snch a one as y€
.eve. have beheld." Helman 5i59.)

Once 3he wd siyen a e!u.d f.on shich to dr;k,
s.d*astold, Thieie thedi.koitho neq coft.
Thia tu onty fron red kemela, new. frtrm whft€. tl is
th€ bl@d of haNedl, bl.ssed. (comhunion? - DI
Nephi3:23,)

Arothe! tihe, the l(arivis faihio.ed a litile
Dlranid of siones and eanh and on tne 6dmth
place on iop pDt three cDsee, wiih the larg$t doag
in the {gt€r of the pyranid. "Ihe Mt€! mss ig
rerfal. That b th€ spin!, th. nane. Thai nmr
stqnd fre, Ior il b Hunab Ku, and ii nevd wnl
belong 1o your body, allbough your body nay hffbor
it. Each meller does ie yotrls€ll" ( And I, Nephi,
sas ihai he was litted up upon the mss. - I Nephi

Mdico. Livins anong Indian lribes
duina the tu.b enl Mexicdn R€volu-
tion, her ncmode reord lo. u lh.otrsh
&e eya ol her yotrlh, a. ense*ing
6tory of ih€ ngoE of liviu anong the
laiive MdieN, bui al3o of hd



Tvo me dr*ed epcdy slike i! lisha gotd .uib
wallcd into an aft6rnoon pEa.hins 3eie md ler
tose.he. on the f.o!t row jut ahead ot mc.
Imediarlb ny a&ntior *s diret€d to thcm since
oihd a.n seE dlasd in d&k iuila and wor€ iies.

Th.y did noi app€ar i6 h€ faiher and so., $owh
dEsod alikq The otder appeanq ndn had a lair
@Dpldio.i che youls ne had 6la.k hair, hish
ch@Lbme and.lin @lor like d Amencan Indian.
Th. ol.t r ns had white han and hi EL; etuaUJ
6non€ dd had no ninkl€ in iFnuch like a baby'e
-doush I tmasinod hd nichl have b*h in his
i.ventie..I cotrLl not take by ey6 otrthen
i!ftlghoui ih€ deruice and studied reI their

A. ihe..nic. progE.drd, I k.ew thri the speaker
wad b€ing given .pintud po*.r tldi wa8 ne€d€d
bsa@ of ile pny€E of the two virito6. Thde nen
reF aleial nm of Cod. I d.tetuin6d mt io lake
by .y6. off ih.m. But" whm ihs clmins }l,bn was
enouced, I .lid jNl thlFfo! m@ mn.ls. Boih
n.h rd€ go&! No one hdd ieer ineD arie q.d
walk ou1, In faci, no oft.a* th€n, io n'
L!qle&F, qc€pi iwo otle ladie. and md Ia. nd
*eE not to be seen in ihe {oyer, thowh ihey would
hah b6n o(sbnding wiih ihos lighioloEd sold

Of corEs, I lhowht that I nishi ha'€ b*n
phift€d ro 3e r*o olihe Tlne Nephit4s who
teri€d. bul I @ived no connmalion. lnslcad. I f€ll
.hongly diEcted io 6iudy everything pGsible
@ncmi.s th€ Wi& Men. Il qs neanng ChrtutDa.

thil I did ed w& COI.IVINCED ihat the Wise
Mm .lid inde€d co4c noD Ameica 1o Pal4iin. after
ih. birih oI ou Idd J*$ Chftr I had rBd
@&iDs rne! of laic. .cienti6c evide@ and opinion.
(Sdipiual r€LErcd dpp.d below.) I did not
@M.ct ih. iwo non I .a{ at th.t p!6achins *nie
{iah rhe Wie M@ mtil I aaidcDially Ead ihe
6iristh .hapid of Matihe*. wa. ii ind.ed d

My ey€ n8d ben "nolden" rcg3ldi.s,hai la3t
verds, bul now I f.lt enfimation that ii at l6a.i
included the Mee Men! T'is t not corietue. but
t6liFo.y of spiniuaUy won trcwlefue, Tne
folo*ins imprBsion impir€d my mind. The wise
M6 cde fton Amdica ed ituluded Nephi ard
Irhi. th. tso don. ol lleland. s klt a3 SMuel,
rh. Ilnasii., *ho had pmph.6i€d of ih€ biftn dd
deaih olou ljrd J6u Cntui Then. after they had
s@ rhe Chtul Child, who euld have ben trc
ye@ old, lhey deiled to Enai! tiFughoui Hi.lil6
and nin;i.y dnd do shai godd ih€y &uld, ewr u
did th6 ThE N.pbiier in Am6nca, Th$ ou hrd
@!ld say, 'There bo some siandiw her€, whi.h
shall not taeie of d€ih, lill they rc ine Son of Md
@Dins in hie ldlsdom. ' Matrhew r6;3L And tlloF
*a3 abo John the Belov€d, diciple olou hrd,
whon we knor was peniti€d ro taEy, bui ihi.
FfeP.ce i6 a lru.al one Egaiding .u.h. And fhe
Wtue M€. wft nev€. asain a&n in ihei. on

As I naneled and neditai€d,I felr 6.trnati@
th.l I had .*n Nepl$, ih€ son of Helaman, and
Samuel, lhe Ldnanile prophet. Tbey rere 1*o of lhe
Wile MenlTh€y save urEe syobolic sifb, bul lhal
did not n@!.eily n€an ahat there *€r€ jut thE
*is. n.n. Th* could have b@n moF, but I did f€el
conSma,ion rhal l*hi rhe brcrhe. ofN€phi, who
ws alm a n& ofsEat sputual eldom€nq e& a
,hnd wi* nan. DiEcdy fton our Hcavenly Fatha
by Htu enlishl€ning Spint, I hN ihar tle Wi.e Me!
w.E b.liovoE and holy mon of God.

slaul3pEDhey'He|anan5
wbs na, H.llnan 5r2$t26; M&trhew 3 (IMlired vmion)
s6, Hel'han 6i5e, M"rhew s:2J,e
aasl b samuel, Helsnm 5:3; aneb, Ilelman 6:$3144,

Houe {not !bbla)- Matth.w 3:11
Child (not b!by), Mallhq 3€ 9,11, Mallhew 16

Auttor'. note I *orld knoe the6. n€d, wsle I evE to Ee lhen dgdin, havtbs shdied th.i. fdc$ w€U. I know
thatGodh@lbvid.diorttrMrho"t ny oth.rthmtheThEeNephit$udJohniheB€lowd,aldolnown@
ih€Rd.ltior.Andrb.y&€inded wismd who ni!i.t€. !@odli.s to ahc Lrd's will mdl Heen.. again.



Update on CopalWo * 
by Linda Trimble 

In the spring of 1986, the media announced the 
discovery of an arohaeological site from the Olmec 
civilization which was found in the mountains 
southwest of Cuemavaca, Mexico. Copalillo 
(Teopantecuantitlan in an Indian language), dating 
to 1500 B.C., "is the most important site being 
worked on in Mexico. The find means high civiliza
tion existed much earlier in Mesoamerica' than we 
thought,''2 according to Gillett Griffin, director of 
Princeton University Art Gallery and leading 
Olmec scholar. 

Previously archa11ological dating for Olmec high 
civilization indicated that there were cities in 
existence around the time of Christ. Twenty years 
ago, the dating was suggested as be,ing 
approximately 900 B.C. With the new evidence from 
Copalillo, the dating hss been moved to 1500 B.C. 

with the suggestion being made that with further 
excavations, it could even go back as far as 2000 
B.C.

For years, it has been felt by many Book of
Mormon scholars that the Olmec people were the 
Jaredites. The Book of Mormon requjres the 
Jaredite civilization. to be in existence shortly after
the "great tower" was buHt in the Tigris and 
Euphrates Valley-some time before 2000 B.C. The 
discovery of Copalillo brings the Olmec civilization 
another step closer to the Book of Mormon 
requirements for the Jaredite civilization. 

Another way in which the discovery of Copalillo 
bas aided Book of Mormon claims is in the 
geography. The Book of Ether, for example, 
suggests that the Jaredites first settled along the 
west coast (Pacific Coast), then migrated towards 

Copallllo Is In the mountains 
southwest of Cuernavaca, Mexico. 

the east (Gulf Coast) due to civil war among the 
Jaredites. ''Most experts believe the Olmec 
civilization began along the Gulf Coast, but Garcia 
Barcena said, 'that explanation no longer works. 
Another one will have to be found.' ... suggesting 
the study of Teopantecuantitlan (Copalillo) might 
show the Olmecs originated in the state of Guerro, 3 

along the west coast." 
This new information coming from the discovery 

of Oopalillo brings academic theories closer and 
closer to the Book of Mormon position which has 
not changed since 1830. As these academic theories 
are changed to that which the Book of Mormon has 
been telling us for 157 years, there will be those 
who will begin to recognize the truth of the Book of 
Mormon and wHI turn to us for insights. We

encourage all to prepare them a el -,es for that 
marvelous day. 

• For further information on this site, see the articles,
"Ancient Olmec Site Unearthed" in the July 1986
The Witness and "Old City in the New World" in
the October 1986 The Witness.

J. Mesomerica is the archaeological term for the southern
two thirds of Mexico, Guatemala, Belize and parts of
Honduras and El Salvador. It ia a homogeneous
cultural region. Archaeologist .a,,y Treat in his article
"A Simplified Look at Mesoamerica'' (Recent Book of
Mormon Deue/{)pme11ts) indicates this region as the
homeland (or the Jaredites, Mulekites, Lamanites and
Nephites.

2. Mimi Crossley, ''Mexican Dig Finds Earliest Buildings
in North America", St. Petersburg Times, April 27,
1986, p. 22a.

3. Teresa Kramer, "Mexican Temple May Hold Key to an
Indian Mystery", Chicago Tribune, July 13, 1986.
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The Lord Leads The Jaredites 
by Alicia Slndl 

After Jared and hos 
brother galhered !heir 
families and friends, they 
began to prepare for their 
journey. They collected 
seeds of every kind, flocks 
of animals, fish, honey
bees and birds. 

While they were In lhe 
Valley of Nimrod lhe Lord 
came down and talked to 
the Brother of Jared. He 
was in a cloud and the 
Brother of Jared could not 
see Him The Lord 
commanded them !hat they 
should journey In the 
wilderness and the Lord 
did go before them on a 
cloud giving them direc
tions. At one place they 
had to stop and build 
barges so they could cross 
many waters. Always the 
Lord urged them on so that 
he could lead them to the 
land of promise, 

problems. 
The Lord told him to

make a hole in the ceiling 
and on the lloor. When they 
needed air, they were to 
open the hole in the 
celling. If water came In 
they were lo shut it quickly 
to keep from drowning. 

The Brother of Jared 
was stlll worried that they 
were going to cross lhe 
sea without light. So he 
asked the Lord especially 
lo provide lor light. But the 
Lord told him lhey could 
not have lire and they 
could not have windows 
because the waves would 
break them. 

They reached the shore 
of the sea, where they 
stayed four years. The 
Lord finally came to the 
Brother of Jared in a c;loud 

The Brother of Jared asked God to touch sixteen stones 
so they would shine and give llghl for the barges. 

Then the Brother of 
Jared had an Idea to make 
tight. He cut out sixteen 
clear stones from the 
mountain and asked the 
Lord lo touch them. He 
believed that if the Lord 
touched the stones that 
they would shine in the 
dark and give light. 

The Brother of Jared 

and for three hours chastened him because he had 
forgotten to call on the name of the Lord. 

After the Brother of Jared had repented of his 
sin, the Lord told horn to build barges. The barges 
would be light upon the water and tight loke a dosh. 
so that no water might leak on. They would be as 
long as a tree and covered across the top so that no 
waves could come in. 

The Brother of Jared had the barges built 
according to the Lord's direction; but he became 
worried. The barges were so tight, there was no way 
for light to come In or for air to enter so they might 
breathe. So he cried to the Lord and told horn of the 

was surprised because 
when he asked the Lord to touch the stones, he saw 
a finger appear He fell lo the earth in amazement. 
The Lord asked hom 10 rise and tel I Him why he had 
fallen. The Brother of Jared answered, "I saw Iha 
finger of the Lord and I feared lhat He would smote 
me. I did not know the Lord had flesh and blood." 

The Lord told him. "Because of your lalth you 
have seen that I shall take upon me tlesh and blood. 
o,d you see more than my finger?" 

The Brother of Jared answered, "No. but show 
yourself unto me." 

The Lord did show himself to the Brother of 
(continued on page 2) 



The Lord Leads The Jaredltes (contJnued from page 1 J 

Jared and explained that He was Jesus Christ. the 
Father and the Son. The Lord spoke with the 
Brother ol Jared explaining that He had never 
before shown Himself to man, and the Brother of 
Jared could see that man was created in the Lord's 
image. 

The Lord told the Brother of Jared that he could 
tell no one of what he had seen or heard until Christ 
should come in the flesh. Instead the Brother of 
Jared was to write of his experience and seal his 
writings up so no one could read them. The Lord 
gave him two special stones to put with the record 
so that 11 could be read In the time that the Lord 
wanted. 

The Brother of Jared wrote the vision In a 
language that the Lord had confounded. fn the 
vision he saw all the things that had happened since 
the earth was created. He also saw all the things 
that would happen until the earth would end. 

We will not be allowed to read of this vision until 
we repent or all our sins and become clean before 
the Lord. The Lord promises us in the Book of 
Mormon that when we are clean and exercise faith 

even as the Brother of Jared did, then He will show 
us the things the Brother of Jared saw. 

Alter all these things had happened. the Brother 
of Jared took the sixteen shining stones and put 
one in each end of the eight barges. The people 
prepared all kinds of food and provisions and put 
them in the barges. Then they put themselves into 
God's hands and set forth upon the sea. 

A wind came up and blew them across the sea. 
There were times that their barges were buried In 
the sea, but the water could not hurt them. For 
almost a year they travelled across the sea. They 
prayed and sang praises to the Lord all day long 
and when night came they still praised their Lord. 

After 344 days of travel they landed on the 
shores of the promised land. After they thanked the 
Lord for their safe journey they began to settle and 
till the earth. 

The Jaredites eventually built the greatest nation 
on the face of the earth at that lime. Later, however, 
they were all destroyed because they became 
wicked. Then the Lord prepared another people to 
inherit the promised land. 

Finish The Words Of This "A, B, C" Puzzle About The Jaredites 

The Jarediles tool< !locks of these on their journey A _ __ _ __ _ 
The Jaredites crossed the sea in B ______ _ 
God __ the language of the people at the Great Tower C ______ _ 
The Brother of Jared prayed that they would not have to cross the sea In D ______ _ 
The number of barges which they had was E _ __ _ _ _  _ 
The Brother of Jared saw the __ of the Lord. F ______ _ 
The one who led the Jarediles from a cloud was G ______ _ 
These were put in the top of the barges 10 let In air. H __ _ _ _ _  _ 
The Brother ol Jared prayed they would be led to a land for their __ (Elher 1 :14). I _______ _ 
The Book or Mormon testllies that _ _  Is the Christ. J 
Upon landing in the promised land the people __ and prayed in thanksgiving. K ______ _ 
Originally all the people spoke the same L ______ _ 
The Brother of Jared hewed sixteen stones lrom a M ______ _ 
God told the people they would become a great N ______ _ 
God readily answered the prayers ol the Brother of Jared because he had been 

__ to God. 0 ______ _ 
The people ___ God while on their journey across the sea. P ____ _ _  _ 
Before the journey. the people had forgotten to pray for four years and had to___ R ______ _ 
On their journey the Jaredites look lish, food, and S ______ _ 
The Jaredites left from the Great T ____ _ _  _ 
God is always the same. He does not change. He is U ______ _ 
God led the people into the _ _  of Nimrod. V ______ _ 
The barges were moved by the W 
__ shall write and seal them up. (Ether 1:87) y ______ _ 
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WORD SEARCH 

FIii In the blanks, then find the hidden words. 

1. The Lord _________ the Brother of Jared

for not calling on Him.

2. The Brother of Jared and his people were travel-

ling to the ________ _____ (two words)

3. The Brother of Jared had a ______ that he

wrote and then sealed according to the

Lord"s direction.

4. The Lord touched _______ stones so they

would shine in the darkness.

5. The people built ______ to cross the ocean.

6. The people built _____ of #5.

7. The Lord caused the Brother of Jared to write

#3 in a language that had been _ _____ _

8. The Lord showed himself to the Brother of

Jared and said He was Jesus _____ _

9. The Jared1tes lived on the shore of the ___ for

four years.

10. #5 was built so they could _____ #9.

11. If the Lord had not touched the stones, they

would have crossed the sea In ________ ,

12. The Jared1tes started their journey al tne

______ __ ______ (three words)

13. Before his vision, the Brother of Jared did not 

know theLord had _____ ___ -----·

(three words)

14. The Brother of Jared fell to the Earth because he

was afraid the Lord mighl _____ him.

15. The Brother or Jared saw the ______ of the

Lord.

16. The Brother of Jared hewed sixteen _____ _

from the mountain.

17. The Lord showed himself to the ______ _

_ _ _ ____ . (lhree words)

18. The ____ blew them to the promised land

19. They did ______ the Lord all day long while

they travelled.

20. When we call on the Lord. we ____ .

ll 

WORD SEARCH 

VOVISIONEEDJAAB 

CHASTENEDLOADPA 

AELDARKNESSPARO 

OPLFAITHONTRHAT 

FLESHANDBLOODIH 

COYTEREPENTMCSE 

AVOOBARGESC I OER 

OEFNLALURIHSNIO 

SFNESTAECXAEFGF 

SOISTEDODTIDOHJ 

APMNSEAANESLUTA 

NTRLGSMITETANOR 

DZOATETRANVNDPE 

OODFYJRAWI NDEOD 

NOTINTHEFLESDHT 

21. The Brother of Jared had so much _____ the

Lord could not keep him from seeing his finger.

22. To ask for forgiveness and not commit that sin

again is to ____ __ .

23. The Brother of Jared went to talk to the ____ 

on the mountain.

24. The Brother of Jared ____ his record of the

vision so no one could read ii until lhe Lord

wanted ii read.

Answers on page ,J 
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SIXTEEN STONES 

by Babushka D. 
The Story of the Brother al Jared 

Book of Ether 1 ·3

At iimes It has seemed good to God 
To reach down from above 

And help the children of this world 
To want to seek God's love. 

The story you're about to hear 
Is of a time when God 

Saw all the people of the earth 
Together and at odds. 

But God had other plans for them 
Each one He did confound 

By ml�lng up the languages 
He spread them all around 

There was a man named Jared who 
With all his people knew, 

That 11 they prayed to God. somehow 
He'd get their people through. 

So Jared's Brother prayed for them 
And asked that God would please 

Allow them keep their language one, 
It they'd meet His decrees 

Thy families and friends do bring 
Thy flocks of ev'ry kind. 

Our God will meet us In the vale 
And lead us if we mind. 

The Lord des, red them to serve Him 
And love Him all their days; 

To teach their little ones to praise 
His kindness and His ways. 

The Valley Nimrod then they passed; 
They pitched their many tents. 

'Twas near the pounding, roaring sea 
Dividing continents. 

They named it Moriancumer 
Four years upon that land 

The people lived In peacefulness 
Awaiting God's command. 

Then, came the Lord rebuking them. 
He said do not forget 

To aJways call upon thy God. 
His will could then be met. 

So Jared's Brother prayed alone. 
God said he'd take a trip 

across the great, majestic, seas. 
They'd need to build barge ships. 

So Jared's Brother bulll eight boats 
The ships were small and tight. 

The ends were peaked, just like a dish 
As birds they floated light. 

First Jared's Brother cried aloud, 
Then thought. My Lord. tonight 

I visited the barges. Lo, 
Within there is no light. 

The lord told him to ask his will, 
And he would surely give 

The needed things he wished from Him 
To help the people live. 

So up unto the mount Shelem, 
The brave man went alone. 

And there the laothlul one ol God 
Assembled sixteen stones 

He held them up and prayed to God. 
Oh, lei my will be 1hlne 

Do touch thy linger to the stones. 
They will in darkness shine. 

The lord saw that his lalth was strong. 
He touched each little stone. 

When God reached out His finger greal, 
The rocks then brightly shone! 

This man of God was dazed to see 
The Lord's almighty hand. 

He trembled, shook, and hid his face 
He knelt and touched the sand 

The lord told h,m he should not fear 
For truly he believed 

So many things were possible, 
Great deeds would be achieved 

Then Jared's Brother took the stones 
And placed them two by two. 

On ev·ry barge they would have light 
To reach lhe land so new. 

Three hundred forty-lour days passed, 
Out on the raging sea, 

At last the weary people reached 
The land where they'd be free. 

Our land is choice and bondage free, 
And will not know capt,v,ty, 

If Jesus Christ, our Lord, we'll serve, 
And lrom His teachings never swerve, 
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Study 
Along 
With ... 

Thelona 

Stevens 

We who accept the Scriptures of the Restored 
Gospel know that infants come into the world free of 
sin. Many, ever since the fall of the church which 
Christ established on earth, have maintained this 
belief, whereas many others have argued to the 
contrary. 

There is scriptural evidence that great truth has 
boon enjoyed by the peoples on earth when they 
have accepted and followed God-given truth, and a 
definite pattern of evil bas resulted when such 
enlightenment hBB boon forsaken. Amazingly, infant 
baptism baa been practiced by many apostate 
peoples of history. 

EvaryoJ1e even casually acquainted with the 
Bible, knows that Adam and Eve were placed in the 
Garden of Eden in a state of perfection, free from all 
knowledge of evil. Then came Satan and things 
changed. Because Adam and Eve fell to temptation, 
they were expelled from the Garden, but God offered 
them a plan of salvation. This plan is set forth in 
Genesis 4:4-8 and 6:54-65. • 'l'hese references show 
that our first parents were given specific 
instructions, which they and many others followed. 
All mankind might have chosen to serve God. 
Enoch's people did. They adberred so comp.letely to 
God's laws that God was able to dwell among them, 
and eventually take them unto himself (Gen. 7:76-78). 

ENLIGHTENMENT OR DARKNESS BY CHOICE 

We can trace the following periods of great 
enlightenment: 

The days of Enoch, when God dwelt with the 
people• about 365 years 

The period following Christ's ministry in 
Jerusalem • about 70 years 

The great development of the Nephites in Ancient 
America following Christ's ministry to them -
about 200 years. 

• All biblical references ate to the Inspired Version.
Book of Mormon references are to the 1908 edition.

Likewise, we can trace a definite pattern of evil 
when these peoples abandoned the Word of God and 
lapsed into wickedness. 

Following the Zionic conditions which prevailed 
in the days of Enoch, apostasy reigned. One of the 
evils into which the people sank was that of 
baptizing infants. God said to Abraham: 

1\ty peoj)le have gone astray from my precepts, 
and have not kept mine ordinances, which 1 gave 
unto their fathers; and they have not observed 
mine anointing, and the burial, or baptism 
wherewithl commanded them; but have turned 
from the commandment, and taken unto 
themselves the washing of children .... I will 
establish a covenant of circumcision with thee, 
and it shall be my covenant between me and thee, 
and thy seed after thee, in their generations; that 
thou mayest know forever that children are not 
accountable before me until they are eight years 
old. 

-Genesis 17:4,6,11

The Scriptures and history have recorded that 
this same evil of "washing children" marked the fall 
of th.e Jerusalem Church after Christ, and also the 
Nephites following their fall from the great 
tlghteousness after Christ's ministry to them. 

Although we do not have access to history 
showing how this evil developed among the 
Nephites, we know that some among them advocated 
baptizing infants and others resisted it because 
Mormon wrote to Moroni: 

And now my son I speak unto you concerning 
that which grieveth me exceedingly; for it 
grieveth me that there should disputations rise 
among you. For if I have learned the truth; there 
have been disputations among you concerning 
the baptism of your little children. 

-Moroni 8:4,5

In defense of the truth regarding this disputed 
question, Mormon quoted the words of Christ: 

Little children are whole, for they are not 
capable of committing sin; wherefore the curse of 
Adam is taken from them in me, that it hath no 
power over -them; and the law of circumcision is 
done away in me ..... It is solemn mockery before 
God, that ye should baptize little children. 

-Moroni 8:9,IO

Christ, when he established his church on earth, 
laid the pattern for the treatment of little children. 
He said, 

Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

-Matt. 19:14

And he took them up in his arms, and put hie 
hands upon them, and blessed them. 

-Mark10:14

Page 9 



Christ set tho elCllmpla for the blessing oflittle children. "And 
he took them up In his arms, and put his hands upon them and 
blessed them.'" - Mark 10:14 

MARKS OF APOSTASY 
As the Jerusalem Church establlilhed by Christ 

fell away from bis teachings, the pattern of evil of 
earlier centuries developed. Observing the changes 
which had crept into the Church of Jesus Christ, Dr. 
Mosheim wrote, 

It is certain that to religious worship, both public 
and private, many rites were ad<led without 
necessity, and to the offense of sober and good 
men. 

-Mosheim, p. 1321 

One of these rites was that of the "washing of 
children," condemned by God (Gen. 17:6). �ver since, 
the subject of infant baptism has been a nch source 
of contention. 

Apparently the focus on circ.umciaion and infant 
baptism began quite early. The Interpreters
Dictionary of the Bible (p. 352) suggests it might 
have been during the first century, A.D. 

THE UNIVERSALITY OF APOSTASY 

According to Doane (p. 128), "The [dominant] 
Church without a dissenting voice, regarded infant 
baptism as truly of divine authority." In his debate 
with Maccella, Campbell raised the question of 
authority (Campbell and Maccella, p. 16).; 

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church 
(p. 701) observed that 

the New Testament contains no specific authority 
for the authorization to bapme infants. But by 
tradition at least as old as the third century, and 
virtually universal until the Reformation, 
children born to Christian parents have been 
bapti:ted in infancy. 

Lacking scriptural authority, other authority was 
accepted. In 1705, the History of Infant Baptism, by 

Wall, Vicar of Shoreham, in Kent, was "universally 
acknowledged as the standard on the subject" 
(Doane, p. 101).8 

THEIR REASON FOR BAPTIZING INFANTS 
Justin Martyr held that "infants and adults are 

alike depraved," saying, "We have received ... 
baptism because we were sinners" (Mosheim, p. 105). 
Origen, born in Egypt in A.O. 185, stated that 
"Infants are bapmed for forgiveness of sins," that 
through "the sacrament of baptism the pollution of 
our birth is taken away" (Dl>ane, p. 122). 

Pelagius and Celestius, in denial of the doctrine 
of ''innate depravity" of infants, believed that newly 
born infants were "in the same state of moral purity 
that Adam was before the fall," but still argued that 
they "would go to hell if not baptized. They must be 
baptized in order to go to heaven" (Doane, pp. 144-
146). 

An era that produced such teachings is rightly 
called the Dark Ages!

After reviewing these things, there is moll) 
meaning to Isaiah's words, 

The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants 
thereof; because they have transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinance, broken the ever
lasting covenant. 

-Isaiah 24:5

ft is hard to comprehend how anyone could 
believe that babies coming from the courts of heaven 
could be full of sin! 

No wonder Christ commanded Moroni to declare 
against such doctrine. Such "denieth the mercies of

Christ, and setteth at naught the atonement of him 
and the power of hia redemption" (Moroni 8:21). 

No wonder he said, "Wo unto such, for they are in 
danger of death, hell, and an endless torment. I 
speak it boldly, God hath commanded me" 
(Moroni 8:22,23). 

THE TRUTH RESTORED 
Into such a sin dominated world for hundreds of 

years infants were born, until the coming forth of 
the Gospel and the Book of Mormon in 1880. No 
longer need innocent babes be looked upon as 
"sinners," subjects of "innate depravity." How 
liberating are the words of the Book of Mormon 
(Moroni 8:10-20): 

It is solemn mockery before God, that ;ye should 
baptize little children (10). 
Teach repentance and baptism unto those who 
are accountable and capable of committing sin 
(11). 

• John L. Mosheim, D.D. Tnstitute of Ecclestical History,
Vol. 1· (New York: Harper Brothers, 1841).

• Alexa�dcr Campbell nnd W. I. Maccella. Christian
Baptism Debate (Buffaloe, Vn: Buffaloe Book Co., t8241.

> &v. N. Doane. Infant .Baptism, (l'<ew York: Nelson and 
Phillips Co., 1975).
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He that suppoeeth that little children need 
baptiam, is in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
honde of iniquity (15). 

Awful is the wickedness to suppose that God 
saveth one child because of baptism, and the 
other must perish because he hath no baptism 
(16). 
Little children can not repent; wherefore it i8 
awful wickedness to deny the pure mercies of 
God unto them, for they are alive in him because 
of bis mercy (20). 

THE LIGHT IS COME 

Isaiah predicted that the awful darkness of those 
centuries would not be forever. He foretold, 

The·people that walked in darknesa have seen a 
great light; they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined. 

-Isaiah 9:2

Jesus proclaimed, 

Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God. . .. I 
am the light which shineth in darkness, end the 
darkness comprehendeth it not. 

-O&C3:l4

Sad to say, there are still denominations which 
insist upon the baptism of infants. Charles J. 
McFadden, supported by Fulton J. Sheen, 1946, 
insists that the "infant is tainted with original sin," 
which can "be washed away only ... by baptism. If 
the baptism is a failure, the infant will never reach 
heaven" (p. 120).• 

Contrast that with the teachings of Light! What a 
relief for brokenhearted parents to learn that their 
infante who died without baptism, some of whom 
were even denied Christian burial, are not lost 
forever. The Book of Mormon teaches emphatically, 
"The infant perisheth not, that dieth in his infancy" 
(Mosiah 1:117). What a comfort to all who have lost 
little children in death to read the marvelous truth 
revealed to Joseph Smith: 

All children who die before they arrive at the 
years of accountability, are saved in the celestial 
kingdom of heaven. 

-RLOS Church History, Vol. 2, p. 16

ACCOUNTABILITY 

Who are "accountable and capable of committing 
sin"? 

In unmistakable words, God said to Abraham, 
''Thou mayest know forever that children are not 
accountable before me until they are eight years old" 

• Charles J. McFadden. (Medical Ethics for Nmses.
Quoted in America Freedom and Catholic Power,
(Boston: .Beacon Press, 1949).

(Gen. 17:11). And in the latter days, with no 
possibility for misinterpretation, God stated: 

Inasmuch as parents have children . , . that teach 
them not to understand the doct,rine of 
repentance; faith in Christ the Son of the living 
God; and of baptism and the gift of the Holy 
Ghost by the laying on of the hands when eight 
years old, the sin be upon the head of the 
parents; ... their children shall be baptized for 
the remission of their sins when eight years old 
. .. and they shall also teach their children to 
pray, and to walk uprightly before the Lor-d. 

-D&C68:4

REMEMBER 

When Jesus wanted to teach his Jerusalem 
Twelve a lesson in humility, he sat in tbeir midst 
and took a little child in his arms and said, 

Except ye become converted, and become es little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever, therefore, shall humble 
himself as this little child, the same is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. . .. But whoso shall 
offend one of these little ones which believe in 
me, it were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck and he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea. 

-Matt. 18:2-5

In every way Jesus upheld little children. He said, 

And again I say unto you, Ye must repent, end 
become as a little child, and be baptized in my 
name, or ye can in no wise receive these things. 

-Ill Nephi 5:39

Listen to the words of Christ, ... your Redeemer, 
little children are whole, for they are not capable 
of committing sin; ... I came into the w-0rld not 
to call the righteous, but sinners t.o repentance; 
the whole need no physician, but they that are 
sick; ... little children are alive in Christ, even 
from the foundation of the world. 

-Moroni 8:8,9,13

Christ's similar words to the Jerusalem Church are 

to be found in Matthew 18:11. 

God made another plea in these latter days to 
turn from that which caused erroneous teachings 
and practi.ces: 

That wicked one cometh end taketh away light 
and truth, through disobedience, from the 
children of men, end because of the tradition of 
their fathers. 

-D&C90:6c

Light end truth forsaketh that evil one. 
Every spirit of men was innocent in the 
beginning, and God having redeemed men from 
the fall, men became again in their infant state, 
innocent before God (Italics added). 
I have commanded you to bring up your 
children in light and truth. 

-D&C 90:6a-d �
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Tantalizing Glimpses-Faint Whispers-The Great Breakthrough-Part Three (ContlnuedfromPage6)

• feathered serpent • a name all three Restoration
Scriptures apply to Satan himself as in 2 Nephi
1:104:

Wherefore, he aaid unto Eve, yea, even that old 
serpent, who is the devil, who is the father of all
lies. (Aleo see DC 76:3 and Rev. 20:2)

It appears agreed no one knows tbe real name of 
the original Dawn God or the original names of the 
Maya, Nahua, or Toltec cities. One can only wonder 
if the name Toltec was originally substituted for 
Nahua in order to cover up a name suggestive of 
Nephi. Gadianton was the keeper of Satan's secret 
system including Old Testament idolatries such as 

The Changing Wind (Continued lrom Page 6)

The passages involving the spiritual beliefs and 
'

insights of the Karivis are reminiscent of Ne_phi or 
Alma speaking. 

"How did the earth come to be?" Karena bad 
asked. 
"There would be four creations, each in a 
different dimension. Each would be destroyed, 
one by drought, one by flood, one by man, and 
the four.th by fire, even when man is consumed." 
And to the question, "And then what happens to 

the l)eople? Will they all die?" They an.swered, "The 
people would become ashes or light as Hunab Ku 
chose.'' 

Her inquiry into sickness brought the response 
that there are three kinds of sickness: of body, of 
mind, and of the soul. "And man can die more eii.sily 
of the last than of any, even though his body stay 
alive. Each time you forget Hunag Ku, you die a 
little." 

One of the more memorable statements made in 

sun-worship, human sacrifice by the Incas, phallic 
rites by the Aztecs, etc. When thls Gadianton Mafia 
band was about to be terminated in Helaman's time 
they "concealed their secret plans in the earth," {He1.
4:13), to await a later coming forth. Among the Aztec 
books the Jesuits listed was "a book on Black Ma•

gic" (Frederick Peterson, Ancient America, p. 240). 
The noted Oxford University historian, Arnold 

Toynbee, is credited with saying that the average 
length of a civilized culture is 200 years originating 
with a moral, thrifty society like the Puritans and 
progressing to wealth, power, sophistication, and 
final decadence. 

Part Three will be continued in the next issue of 
The Witness. 

the book is significant to all members of the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of T

utter Day 
Saints, 

I . "ltzllDUla bas not forgotten us. The promise that 
burfed with bis band, the torch, will live. We will 
build cities of stone once more, build them upon 
the bodies and the promises of those who ·walk 
with Hunab Ku, and there will be beauty and 
laughter on earth, and sorrow we wUI not, not 
again." 

• Dr. Karena Shields, a Roman Catholic, made two
startling statements while lecturing to a RL.D.S. congre
gation. The first was her personal opinion that Jesus
Christ had appeared w 1/u, Mayan culture in Palenque at 
some time. The second was her description 0£ the gold
plates she has seen and examined herself while on 
research study for 1,Jn years among the Mayao groups, 
She has an extremely closeTOlationship with the Kari vis.
'Her description of the binding of these plates was 
amazing. $he said they are uaually l;>ound by either leather
or metal rings. These plates are sacred and Lite translation. 

is known or,ly to the Mayan people. 

Editor's Note: The above book review by Michael Gatrost, FRAA Director, has been reprinted from the 
December 1981 newsletter because of the attention called to it in the article by Roy Weldon. Since the 
membership ofFRAA has expanded so greatly in the last five years, it was recognized that many 

.A.. would not have read the original publication. .L::::\t::,. 

HELP IN OUR RESEARCH 
Our newly organized Archaeological Research and Discoveries Committee would like to have you send 

them any information concerning archaeological happenings, findings, or discoveries that is pertinent to the 
Book of Mormon. Please send the committee tile originals or copies of newspaper articles, magazine articles, 
research papers, books. pamphlets or other information that relates to ttie subject. It is important that the 
materials are properly Identified by source, author, and date. Due to the volume received, material cannol be 
acknowledged or returned. Please mall to: 

Thank you for your support in this endeavor. 

Pngel2 
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ENGRAVING ON SILVER· 

OLDEST BIBLICAL TEXT KNOWN 

Editor's note: The following material has been 
gleaned from an article appearing in the Tallahassee

Democrat on July fi, 1986. It was sent to FRAA by 
Brenda Evans of Tallahassee. 

Two 2600 year old pieces of silver'" containing 
inscribed biblical texts were found some time ago 
near Jerusalem by archaeologist Gabriel Barkay. 
They have been in the care of the Israeli Museum 
while deciphering was being done. The translation 
has been slow because the form of writing used 
disappeared after the Jews were eitpelled from 
Jerusalem by the Babylonians. 

The small pieces of metal were rolled into 
cylinders like scrolls and probably worn as amulets. 
They predate by four hundred years the Dead Sea 
Scrolls which have been recognized as the earliest 
known biblical texts. 

A Tel Aviv University archaeologist said the 
amulets contained the priestly blessing found in 
Numbers. His translatioh of the Hebrew on the 

smaller piece of silver reads: 

�.J/7,r <J;b.,t /,/,,,a//"" ,,,,,/ l.r,;f, pu .. ,q-1,,. 'R,utmak 
h,� /iu:,rr ;hin,· 1.t/1011 ,you,..u,u/J k1ruu,1'nu.J#11#1I<> J«"'·

/!l/,c J/!ottl fi/111/v �f(;Oflnk11lln�11f,D11, r1�a,ut 
9uutl ,you j,tJhelt� ,.

The amulets were found in the "shoulder of 
Hinnam" west of the Old City of Jerusalem. The 
cave is one thousand yards from the site where 
tradition says King Solomon's Temple was built. 
One thousand items of treasure including silver, 
alabaster, metal and bone objects were in a niche of 
a burial chamber. A museum spokesman said a 
collapsed roof had protected the niche from looters 
and robbers. 

• The Book of Mormon mentions metal being used for
record keeping many times. Examples are tbe plates of
brass in I Nephi 1:158-170; tbe Nephitc plates in Ir Nephi
4:45,46; other Nephite plates in Jacob 2:68; the plates of
Limhi in Mosi11h 5:57; and the twenty-four gold plates qf 

the Jaredites in Ethet 1:2.
A, 

Represent The Book Of Mormon In Your Area 

The Foundation for Research on Ancient America is seeking Individuals who would like to engage in 
meaningful service by assisting in spreadlng the good news of the Book of Mormon to people in their areas. 

Representatives will assist in promoting or displaying Book of Mormon materials in their congregations 
and will apprise members of Book of Mormon activities. For example: The "Spend a Day with the Book of 
Mormon" held each year. 

If you would like to be a representative lor FRAA In your local group or In your area as a regional represent
ative, please contact THELONA STEVENS, 202 S. PENDLETON, INDEPENDENCE, MO 64050. 

SHARE the excitement otthis rewarding work. Write or call today and tell us of your desire to serve! 

Fund For Missionary Books of Mormon 
·--------------------------------------------------------------,

I WANT TO HELP PURCHASE 

BOOKS OF MORMON 
for the 1987 "Spend A Day With the 

Book of Mormon" 

Enclosed is my check for$------

Name _______________________ _ 

Street __________ Cily _________ _ 

State/Province ___________________ _ 
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At the 1986 Boo)( of Mormon Conference 
1000 Books or Mormon were given to those 
who would commit themselves to giving a 
copy ot the book to someone to whom they 
Would like to witness. 

In 1987 the Foundation Is again planning 
to repeat this missionary endeavor at the 
October Con Jerence. Members who would 
llke to assist in the acqulsitfon or Books ol 
Mormon tor this oecasion may make con
tributions specifically for this purpose by 
sending your check wilh lhecoupon on left 
to: 
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Third Annual 

SPEND A DAY WITH THE 

BOOK OF MORMON 

Printer's Error - Our Embarrassment! 
11 has been called to our attention that the 1987 Book of Mormon calendar has31 days in June. All the other 

months are correct, we have just given you an extra day in June! Please accept our apology! 

1987 A YEAR FOR EXCITING 

BOOK OF MORMON PROJECTS 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FRAA 1987 Membership Registration 
Name _________________________ _ 

Street--------------------------

City _____ _ _ __ State ________ Zip------

Arc you currently receiving The Witness? Yea □ No □

HERE IS MY CONTRIBUTION FOR 1987 

Please Check One: 

□ Member $l0.00 0 Provider $250.00 

0 Sharing Member $25.00 0 Trustee �500.00• 

□ Supporting Member $100.00
• All contributions are tax deductible

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

�---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 
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New Book of Mormon . . . (Continue<! from Page 1)

will reveal the fact that none of them perfectly or 
adequately combines these advantages; and we feel 
the most essential requisite for a concordance is 
completeness - otherwise one never knows if the 
passage was misremembered or it simply was not 
included. For this reason no preceding work of the 
kind has taken as a basis for the present one; it is 
entirely independent of them all. The passages were 
collected directly from the sacred text, and they 
have been repeatedly compared with it, both in the 
manuscript and in type, in so Cl!,reful and thorough 
a manner as to test satisfactorily their_ 
exha11Stiveness and exactness. An entry with a 
count of how many times a word is used in the 
sacred text is given for a few unimportant particles 
and words very frequently used as a search on such 
words would prove impracticable." 

For a limited time (April 1 to October 1) the 
Foundation for Research on Ancient America will 
send to each contributor of $100 or more (tax 
exempt) a gift of the Book of Mormcn Concordance

by Stowe and Stowe. The current retail value is $60. 
Although FRAA does not sell the bo.ok, it is felt 
that each sincere Book of Mormon student should 
have one. Evezyone who sees it is most enthusiastic. 

This is an opportunity to enrich your library, 
and assist the Foundation in its work. Send 
co.ntributions to FRAA, 410 N. Pleasant, 
Independence, Mo. 64050, or fill out the blank on 
page 15. 

NEW FEATURE 
CENTER SECTION FOR CHILDREN 

INDEPENDENT OF THE REGULAR 

Witness 

PUU IT OUT ANO GIVE IT TO YOUR CHILDREN 

II lhere are no children in your home, give it to a child who 
would enjoy it and at the same time learn oflhe Book of Mormon. 

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION ... 

PURPOSE 
The Foundation for Research on Ancient America is a not• 
for.profit corporation comprised of individual• who desire 
to adw,nce the knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Book of 
Mormon. Throogh instructional materials, archaeological 
rtsearch. testimonies and related projects members of 
FRAA seek to assisl in bringing forth the light that i s  
contained in the ancient scriptures of the Book of Mormon. 

The Foundation for Research on Ancient America is nol an 
official organization of the Reorganized Church of ,Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Snm ls. 

O.FFICERS:
President: Thelona D. Stevens
Vice-President: Roy E. Weldon 
Secretary: Bea Luther 
Treasurer: Donne Weddle 

PUBr.JCATTON OF NEWSLETTER: 
Quarterly 

DISTRIBUTION: 
Fifty Stales 
Eleven foreign countries 

MEMBERSEITP TN THE FOUNDATION:
Open to all persons 
Supported by volunteer contributions 

PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Frederick 0. Weddle 

LINE DRAWINGS: 
ScoLt Nixon 
Gene Kirkwood - Junior Witness 
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