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The Wimess is published quarteely by
the Foundation for Research on An-
cient America, 410 N, Pleasane, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050,

The Foundation for Research on An-
cient America s a nonprofit corpora-
tion comprised of individuals whe

desire o advance the knowledge of

Jesus Christ and the Book of Mormon.
Through  mstructional  marerials, ar-
chaenlogical research, testimonies and
rebited projects, members of FRAA
seck o assist in bringing forth the light
that &5 conmined in the ancient scrip-
tares of the Book of Mormon, A con-
tribution o the Foundation for Re-
search on Ancient America results in
membership.

1989 by the Foundation for
Research on Ancient Amcrica
Crower....

Designed by Craig Warner of
DataVision, this compurer graphics
rendering of 11 Nephi 12:71-72
illustrates the concept of chiasmus
found throughour the Book of Maor-
mon.  The articles “Chiasmuos,”
"Christ's Life on Earch Was One
Erernal Round,” and in the Jimior Wi-
ness, “Discover the Chi in Chassmns™
all deal with this exciting concept.
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The Lord Blesses Again!

Wr:"l.'e always found rthe Lord to be faithful, and such is the
case again. Through whar we helieve to be the Lord's blessing, we
have discovered that The Witness can be published using four pages
of colar for the same price as the former non-color issues.  It's with
joy that we share this good news with you, 1t our hope and belief
thar by the use of color the message of the Book of Mormon and

Jesus Christ will be more widely spread.
The Wimess exists to help you learn more abour the Book of

would like to see included,

Mormon and ro strengthen vour faith., Please write us with your
comments and suggestions for improvements or for articles you
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Foundation
News

FRAA Annual Meeting

FRA.‘TH Annual Meeting was held
on April 2, 1989 at the Stone Church, Guese
speaker, Seventy Vivian Sorensen, bore
testimony of the impace of the Book of
Mormon in his life and of the record's
rruthfulness.

Ofticers elected for the coming year
arc:  President, Thelona D4 Srevens; First
Vice President, Roy E. Weldon; Second
Vice President, Michael A, Garrost;
Secrerary, Bea Luther; and Treasurer,
Carol Sue Martin.

Donna Weddle, who has been the
Foundation's treasurer and editor of The
Witness for the last six vears, felt it was rime
to turn over these duries 1o others. Her
efficient organization, enthusiastic,
untiring devorion in helping FRAA
promote the Book of Mormon enabled the
Foundation o greatly expand during this
period.

Her responsibilities were so grear that
two people will take over her responsibili-
rics. Caral Sue Marin will assume the
treasurer’s job, and Sherrie Smith will edit
The Wimess. Donna will continue, however,
o be instrumental in the work of the
Foundation,

With the bepinning of our new year, it
is alse rime o renew your membership iF
you have not yer done so. Please Al and
send in the card imserted in this ssue. Youor
SUpport i'I“l'lWS Us T Sponsor many
projects and programs promoting the
Book of Mormon and w send The Wimess to
over 15,000 homes. Our goal for 1959 s to
increase this to 20,000, Become a part of
this exciting and adventurous organiza-
tion today!

Spring Children's Book of
Mormon Day

Lamanites and Nephites will be in
abundance at the Foundation's first cut-
door Book of Mormon Day for children. e
will be held June 24, 1959 on the Campus in
Independence, Missouri,

Activities for children between the
ages of 7 and 14 will begin ar 9:00 a.m. and
continue through 2:30 pam. Children
under age six should be sccompanicd by

an adulr.

Children will hear Mephi tell of his
broken bow and shoot arrows ar outlines
of wild animals against hay bundles. They
will sce and hear Indian lezends and
dances in the midse of wepees. Handicrafes,
campfire songs, and Indian games will
add realism to dramaric interpretations
from the Book of Mormon,

Lunch will be served free to the
children. Plan on your children or grand-
childeen atrending.
essential o help us plan this evenr,
Conract FRAA's chairman of the evenr,
Theo Bovd, 257-5292 for details and to

preregister.

Preregistration is

Helaman's Two Thousand

To dare, 626 members have responded
ter be part of our latter day Helaman's Two
Thousand. This group of faichful support-
ers reflects the unwavering beliel and
dircction that was evidenced by God's
pratection over Helaman's two thousand
sons in the Book of Mormon record.

Upportunities  serve and to open
new avenues of outreach for the Book of
Mormon are offered to each person who
gives a monthly financial coneribution. To
become a member of this group, use the
card inserted e this issue and send in
today. Twelve envelopes will then be
forwarded to you for fulfilling your com-
mitment.

Why not join Helaman's Two
Thousand now and warch exciting things
happen as we move out in faith?

Regional Book of Mormon Days
Suppore from FRAA's Helaman's

Two Thousand, those who provide

monthly contributions for promoting the

Book of Mormon, already confirms thar
greae strides can be raken when members
join together in faithful commitment.

This support allows FEAA 10 bepin
regional Book of Mormon Days across the
countey for branches or groups who
desire to learn more abour the Book of
Mormon and be more prepared to
promote it among friends and
acquaintances. Recent archaeological
discoveries pertinent to the Book of
Mormon, slides, drama, and instruction
will highlight the day's acrivities.

Preliminary plans include Arizona,
Kentucky, Maine, Oklahoma and other
locales whose members may not be able w
come o the Foundation's fall meeting at
the Auditorium.  [f your group is inter-
ested in hosting @ Beok of Mormon Dy,
please contact Michael A. Garrost, 9203
Cyelone School Road, Lee's Summir, MO
B4063, (B16) 525-639],

FRAA Sponsors Tour

FRAA's Archacological Research
Committee joins with FRAAS Devel-
opment Committes o sponsor another
tour of exploration of the mins in
Mesoamerica. (See page 13 in this issue
about last year's tour.) Tentative sites
include Tikal, Copan, Quirigua, and Ka-
minaljuyy (Guatemala City) - the heart of
Book of Mormon lands.

Approximate cost is 51200 to $1400.
[hires for the tour are December 24, 1989
through January 3, 1990, If interested,
contact SOOMN Lyle L. Smith, Chairman
Archacological Research Commirttee,
32701 E. Pink Hill Rd., Grain Valley, MO

64029 (816) 229-3192.
MG £

Calendar

June24, 1989
D00 am-2:50 pan

Seprember 30, 19589
00 a.m.-300 p.m

December 24, 1939-
January 3, 1990

Throughout the Year

Children's Book of Mormon Day
RLDS Campus, Independence, Missouri
Preregistration is encouraged.

Fifth Annual Spend A Day with
The Book of Mormon Conference -
RLDS Auditorium

Tour of Ruins in Guatemala

Regional Book of Mormon Day Conferences
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Linguistics

Lyle Smith

Chiastic style and structure
inherent in the Book of Mormon
witness that the book contains au-
thentic Hebrew language patterns.
This witness goes beyond faith
and has become knowledge for
those who understand its sig-
nificance. As Joseph Smith dic-
rated the manuscript of the Book of
Mormon, he quite likely did not
recognize the chiastic form. Even
if he did, however, we applaud
him for using an extremely au-
thentic literary art style prevalent
in ancient Middle Eastern lan-
guages, especially Hebrew.

Chiasmus in Antiguity, a book
edited by John Welch, defines and
describes chiastic style and usage.
It includes a chapter about chias-
mus in the Book of Mormon.
Many will remember Dr, Welch
who was a speaker ar the 1987
Book of Mormon Day activities
presented by FRAA. Many will
also remember arricles on chias-
mus by Dr. Richard DeLong in
FRAA Newsletters (37840) and by
Raymond Treat in the Zaramemla
Record( 17818, 328&33).

What then is chiasmus and
what does it witness to us abour
Hebraic literary style in the Book
of Mormon!?

Chiasmus is an intentional
rendering of words, phrases, or
ideas in a certain order and then
their repetition immediately
following in reverse order. The
second part is a mirror image of
the first. See Figure 1. Or, a very
simple one is:

A Behold, they were made
manifest unto the PROPHET,

B by the voice of the SPIRIT:

B' For by the SPIRIT
A" are all things made known

unto the PROPHETS...

—I Nephi 7:3.4

Chiasmus

Figure 1.

A Having had a grear KNOWLEDGE of the goodness and the

mysteries of Gaod,

B therefore 1 make o RECORD of my proceedings in my days;
C  yea, | make a record in the LANGUAGE

D of my FATHER,

D' which consists of the learning of the JEWS
C' and the LANGUAGE of the Egyprians.
B' And | know that the RECORD which [ make s true; and |

make it with mine own hand;

A" and 1 make it according ro my KNOWLEDGE.

— Mephi 1:1.2

Figure 2.

A Therefore speak | to them in PARABLES;
B Because they, seeing, SEE not; and hearing, they HEAR not;

neither do rthey undersand,

C  And in chem s fulfilled the PROPHECY of Esaias concerning them,

which saith,

D By hearing, ye shall HEAR and shall not understand; and seeing,
ye shall SEE and shall nor perceive.
E For this people's HEART is waxed gross,
F  and their EARS are dull of HEARING,
G and rheir EYES they have closed,
E  lest ar any time they should SEE
G' with their EYES
F' and HEAR with their EARS,
E' and should understand with rheir HEARTS, and should be
comverted, and [ should heal them.
D' Bur blessed are vour eyes, for they SEE; and your ears, for they

HEAR. ...

C' Many righreous PROPHETS

B' have desired ro SEE these days which you see, and have not scen them;
and to HEAR thar which vou hear, and have nor heard.
A" Hear ve therefore the PARABLE of the sower,

A third example seems to speak
our day.

& And others will he pacify, and lull
them AWAY into camnal securiy,
B that they will sav, All is WELL

C in ZI0ON;
C’ vea, Z1ION prospereth,
B' all is WELL;

A" And thus the devil cheateth their
somtls, and leadeth them AWAY
carefully down o hell.

—II Nephi 12:25, 26

—Marchew 13:12-17

Since chiasmus is an ancient
literary device used by the He-
|-"|—L‘.'|.1|'."\| I..'x'r““i"!'..'.‘\' Ell!‘i‘l] :‘ihﬂlllcl b'.':
evident in the Bible. Welch (196%9)
identifies Marthew 13:12-17 as one
instance (Figure 2).

lustrated thus far are chiasms
that exhibit poetry and/or
rhythm. While they are excellent
examples, it is Important to recog-
nize thar chiastic style in the Book
of Mormon goes beyond word
repetitions and encompasses

4 THE WITNESS » May 1959



Figure 4.

A Men drink damnation o their own souls, except

B they HUMBLE themselves,

C  and become as lintle CHILDREN,

D i“'ll.l }"{‘II&:\T f]'IIIE :-.;||1.".|1:-;1n, .

A5, Wthe ATONING BLOOD OF

CHRIST, THE LORD cmnipotent:
E  TForthe NATURAL MAN
F s an enemy o GOD,
G and HAS BEEN, from the fall of Adam,
G' and WILL BE, for ever and ever:
F' [unless] ke vields o the. . HOLY SPIRIT,
E' and purreth off the NATURAL MAN,
D' and becameth a saint, through the ATONEMENT OF
CHRIST, THE LORI,

C' and becoameth as o1 CHILD,
B submissive, meek, HUMBLE. . .
—Mosiah 1:118-120

Figure 3.

Humble
Humble
Chiid Children
Atonement Atoning Blood
of of
Christ Christ

Natural Man

Natural Man

Mosiah 1:118-120

Holy Spirit

God

Has Been
will Be

concepts. Whole portions of the Book of
Mormon are written in achiastic pattern.
For instance, Welch (1969) iden-
tifies the entire Book of Mosiah as
chiastic (Figure 3 on page ).

As one considers the depth of
chiastic structure in the Book of
P\f'[ﬂi-l"‘.]'l']. LT ||.|.."i1.'| ll"._'j.fil'lﬁ (L8]
recognize the depth of scholarship
of the original authors who wrote

it. To those who study chiastic

stcructure in the Book of Mormon,
it is evidenr that chiastic elements
are not there by accident; racher,
they are an integral part due o
deliberate and masterful purpose.
| call another way of envision-
ing this literary art form “one
ctermal round.” While reading |
MNephi 3:32, | realized that chiastic
style can be diagramed using a
circle as well as the traditional

format. The same scripture is
shown both ways in Figures 4
and 3.

A further example from
Mosiah 3:13-16 is illuserated in
Figure 6.

Alma 17:42 says, "His paths
are straighr and his course is one
eternal round” (emphasis added).
Alma 3:35 testifies:

Meither doth he vary from
that which he hath said, nei-
ther hath he a shadow of
turning from the right to the
left, nor from that which is
right to that which is wrong;
therefore, his course is one
{emphasis

eternal  round

added),
I Nephi 3:27-32 tells us,

He is the same vesterday, to-
And the
way is prepared from the
foundation of the world, if it
so be that they repent and
come unto him; For he that
diligently secketh shall find;
And the mysteries of God
shall be unfolded unto them
by the power of the Holy
Ghost, as well in this time as
in times of old; And as well in
times of old as in times to
come; Wherefore, the course
of the Loed is one eternal
round (emphasis added).

day, and for ever.

An indepth study of chiasmus
i the Book of Mormon increases
and expands my understanding
that the course of the Lord is one
eternal round. As mankind is
made in rhe image of Gad, should
our lives reflect the image of one
eternal round! Whar does this
really mean to us as individuals as
well as to the bady of Christ!
I-JUL'-.‘\ e L\'[L‘T'l‘]'ﬂ] n.'lU]'Ed Sy
anything abour seripture!

YL'.‘C. 1]'“..'.‘\-'..L dTe LElL?UHi]l-’]‘]'U"
voking questions. 1 feel thar once
again the Book of Mormon invites
our careful and prayerful consid-

crarion.
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Figure 3. Book of Mosiah

A King Benjamin exhorts his sons (L:1-13)
B Mostah chosen o succeed his father (1:15,16)
C Mosinh receives the records (1:23)
¥ Benjamin's speech and the words of the ANGEL (1:36-1:50)
E People enter intoa covenant { 3:6)
F Driests consecrated {4:4)
G Ammon leaves ZARAHEMLA tor the land of LEHI-NEPHI
(5:4-8)
H People in bondage; Ammon put i prison (3:49)
1 The 24 GOLD PLATES {3:64)
1 The recond of Zeniff beging as he leaves Zarahemla
{6:1)
K Defense acainst the Lomanares (6:14-37)
L MNoah and his pricsts (7:1-13)
M Abinadi persecuted and chrown into prison
{7:69)
N ABINADIL reads old low ro pricses
(7:70-99)
N ABINADI makes his own prophecies
(T 100-8:5T)
M Abinadi persccuted and killed (9:1-27)
L® Moah and his priests (S 100-112)
K' Lamanites threaten the people of Limhi
(91132139
17 Becord of Zentff ends as he leaves the Lod of
Lehi-Nephi (10:19)
I' The 24 GOLD PLATES (“:164)
H' People of Alma in bondage (11:34-64)
G Alma leaves the land of LEHI-NEPHI fiv ZARAHEMLA
[11:63)
F' The church organized by Alma (11:97-104)
E' Unbelievers refuse to enrer covenant (11 105-120)
D' The words of Al and the words of the ANGEL of the lord {11:116-170)
C* Alma the Younger receives the records (13:1-2)
B’ Judges chosen instead of o king (15:7-62)
A" Mosiah exhores his people (13:7-62)

Figure 6.
Name
Name

Called Called

Left Hand of God Left Hand of God

Remember Remember
Mosiah 3:13-16
Blotted Out Blotted Out
Transgression
Trangress

Chiastic style spills over from
literature into other areas. In the
next issue of The Wimess, evidence
of the chiastic conceprt in
:'\'11;_',':\'["51'[1“:rl.ﬂ.:'.'|'|1 EITE}1L1L‘l F].".?gll.' 'I.‘r'il] i)l‘.‘

:nLlru .‘\.‘\'L‘d.

Chiasms in the Book of Mormon®
Statement/Word Chiasms
1 MNephi 1:1-2
| Mephi 2:49-53
1 Nephi 2:14
| Nephi 7:3-4
Il Mephi 12:25-26
Il Mephi 12:71-72
Jacob 3:48
Mosialy 1:118-120
Mosiah 3:03-16
Mosiah 11:139-140
[ Nephi 5:537-39
Conceptual Chiasms
{Trear 1982; DeLong 1981)
Book of | Nephi
Book of 11 Nephi
Book of Mosiah
Mosiah 1:38-3:21
Alma [7:0-30
Il Nephi 7:40-10:1
Book of 111 Nephi
Book of Ether

FThis list s noe all-inclusive,
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Study Along With Thelona Stevens

Thelona D. Stevens

Tht: principle of the gather-
ing, and also the scarrering, is as
old as our first parents. Obvi-
ously, there had to be a scattering
before there could be a gathering.
When God placed Adam and Eve
in the Garden of Eden, they were
Until they
were disobedient, God could as-
sociate with them. Afrer their
transgression, they were shut out
from his presence. They had to
leave their original home, thereby
employing the principle of the
“scartering.” God offered them
the plan of eternal salvation
through Jesus Christ, by which
they could repent and return to his
presence. When they accepred this
plan, they put into operation the
first step toward the “gathering.”

The pattern of man's existence
on earth has been:

innocent, free from sin.

The knowledpe of God;

Disobedience;

The invitation to repent and
return to God;

Refusal; defiance; scattering;
destruction, OR

Acceptance; gathering for
unified development in
righteousness  preparatory
to living in God's presence.

Even repentant, God-fearing
individuals cannot do alone what
groups working together can ac-

Gleanings

from God’
Great
Gathering

complish. A gathered, obedient
people, working in unity can
achieve whar no scattered people
can do. For this reason, God has
urged that his people gather
together and live in places of his
choosing, under conditions condu-
E'i'r'[_‘ (] riHhrL‘L}ElSnL‘HH, i.'[] UrﬁjL‘T Thi;“:
Zionic principles can be gained.

Sacred history records how
God has led those faithful to him to
places of his choosing, while the
wicked suffered death, caprivity,
scactering.  1he first account of
God leading the faichful to a
special place is recorded in Genesis
6:15. “Enos, and the residue of the
people of God" were led to “a land
of promise.” Before God scattered
the wicked at the rime of the great
tower, he led the Jaredites away
(Ether 1:7-29). When Jerusalem
was about to be destroyed and the
Jews taken into caprivity, God led
AWy I‘i'il: Nﬂphi.n_".‘\' H.]"ILI T]'lL"' r'-'ilill_"
kites (I Nephi 1:3-4, 26; 5:213;
Omni 1:26-28).

God warned that those who
forsaking
his law, would be slain, scatrered

{Jer. 9:13, 16). Judah was warned:

went “from evil to evil "

If ve shall at all turn from
following me, ye or your
children, and will not keep
my commandments and my
statutes which [ have set
before you, but po and serve
other gods, and worship
them. . .this house, which 1
have hallowed for my name,
will [ cast out of my sight; and

. .every one that passeth by it

shall be astonished, and...
they shall say, Why hath the
Lord done thus unto this
land, and to this house?! And
thU? El'lil“. dNSWET; EECEII.ISE
they forsook the Lord their
God.

—1 Kings 9:6-9

Jerusalem Destroyed;
the Jews Scattered

The Jews became grossly
wicked and refused to repent.
God sent many prophets to warn
them, but they rejected them
Then he sent his Son Jesus Christ,
whom they also rejected.  Being
given their choice on a feast day as
to which prisoner they wished
released, they chose Barabbas, a
robber and a murderer (John
18:40; Luke 23:18-19). They
demanded that Jesus be crucified
(Mark 15:15). When Pilate sought
to save Jesus, the Jews shoured,
“His blood come upon us and our
children” (Matt. 27:26-27).

Having spurned God and his
Son Jesus Christ, there was noth-
ing left for them bur to suffer for
their sins. The great city Jerusa-
lem with its beautiful temple was
destroyed in A.D. 70 by Titus and
his Roman soldiers. A great mul-
titude had assembled in Jerusalem
from all over the nation for the
Feast of the Passover. Historians
estimate well over two million
were in Jerusalem at the time. The
temple was burned; the city
completely destroyed.  There was
death by fire, sword, and
starvation. The Waorls of Flavius
Josephus gives many details of the
horrible destruction that took
Fl':“:ﬂ.

Persecution
Those who were not slain ar
Jerusalem were scattered among
all nations. They were to know
persecution in nearly every coun-

THE WITANESY & Adqau JOROQ 7



try where they took refuge, Perse-
cution continues today in many
areas, and is even increasing in
some parts of the world. The Jews
have no promise this will cease
until the “times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled" (D&C 45:3f). God still
remembers his covenant with
ancient Israel and awaits the time
when Judah will accept Jesus
Christ, so that the terms of the
covenant can be fulfilled.

Although the Jewish state was
established in 1948, freedom of
immigration was not allowed until
after the 1967 war. The returning
Jews began transforming the
barren land with phenomenal
success. They had to make the
].'-'I:'["ILI Pﬂ_‘.ll;]'l]l;.'.ri\"u T ptriﬁh.

TI-HJ‘TH el hk.‘.’ | R R I;_:I[]'llhr rh:lt
G['Id h:-i!"i C[]mmﬂnclﬂd hi.ﬁ gr\i::lt
work in behalf of the Jews, but
until they accepr Christ and his
teachings, God's promises to them
cannot be realized. When they
accept Christ as their Messiah,
they will become a righteous,
“delightsome people™ (II Nephi

12:85-86).

The Gentiles

Afrer the Jews rejected Christ,
the fullness of the gospel was to go
to the Gentiles. Since the Gentiles
occupy such a prominent place in
the Scriptures, it is logical ro
identify them., One obvious
definition is: Those of non-Jewish
origin.  Jesus' definition was:
“This he spake, signifying the
scattering of Israel, and the desola-
tion of the heathen, or in other
'L‘l."l:]ﬁ[.‘\'.. Thl_' GL'FITHL:?{“ {[..I.I]'C{: 23:1.!2'].

Jesus urged the Gentiles o
repent and come unto him:

And he inviteth them all to
come unto him, and partake
of his poodness; and  he
denieth none that come unto

him, black and white, bond

and free, male and female;
and he remembereth the hea-
then, and all are alike unto
God, both Jew and Gentile.

—IINephil1:113-115

As many of the Gentiles as
will repent, are the covenant
people of the Lord.

— 11 Nephi 12:77

All who come unto Christ on
]'Ii.ﬁ ferms are UF l‘hi: ﬁEELi l'.lj'- J"j'l.l.-‘ril-"
ham, either by lineage or by
“adeption” (Gal. 3:29; 4:1-5).

For clarity and emphasis, this
classificarion of the Genriles is pre-
sented:

1. Unconverted Gentiles
(heathens);

2. Converred o Christ, who are
then no longer Gentiles
(heathens), counted with the
house of lsrael;

3, Converred Genriles who are
Christ's but the Scriprures call
them Gentiles in order to
identify them as of non-Jewish
origin.

The Gentiles—Blessings,
Warnings

Afrer the fall of the Nephites,
the Lord decreed that the bless-
ings they might have received
were to go to the Gentiles
(Mormon 2:48). After being so
;_:runr]yr Huswd, I:htr [..urd warnﬁd:

At that day when the Gen-
tiles shall sin apainst my
gospel . . .and shall be lifted
up in the pride of their hearts
above all nations. . .and shall
be filled with all manner of
Ivings, and of deceits, and of
mischiefs, and all manner of
hypocrisy, and murders, and
priesterafts, and whoredoms,
and of secret abominations;
and if they shall do all these
things, and shall reject the
fullness of my gospel, be-
hold, saith the Father, 1 will

bring the fullness of my gos-
pel from among them.
—II1 Nephi 7:34-35

The converted Gentiles also
need to heed the warnings
repent. God did not spare the
sinful Jaredites, Jews, Nephites, or
any disobedient peoples in the
past. God is merciful and long-
suffering, but he has warned all
peoples from the beginning, “My
Spirit will not always strive with
man' (Genesis 8:5; Ether 1:41; 11
MNephi 11:76; D&C 1:5g). He also
warned, "And when the Spirit
ceaseth to strive with man, then
cometh speedy destruction” (l1
Nephi 11:77). (See pages 23-26 of
God's Great Gathering for warnings
which God has given for our day.)

The Gathering of the
Righteous

God determined that his people
in the last days should gather, where
they should gather, and for what
furpose. He said,

Righteousness and truth will
I cause to sweep the earth as
with a flood, to gather out my
own elect from the four quar-
ters of the earth unto a place
which 1 shall prepare; a holy
city, that my people may. . .be
looking forth for the time of
my coming; for there shall be
my tabernacle, and it shall be
called Zion, a New Jerusalem.
—D&C3I6:12f-p
The Lord has said that he has
only one place for the gathering of
his people for the building of Zion,
which place is Independence,
Missouri (D&C 98:4p-h; 57:1a-g).
See God's Great Gathering for a num-
ber of references and comments
relative to the many command-
ments of the Lord regarding the
gathering of his people (pages 29-
34) and the gathering of the
wicked (pages 35-39).
All the righteous heirs of Jacob
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black ink on the wooden table beside
the warer jar. Spreading the papyrus
scrolls in frone of the clay shards,
Mephi licked his lower lip in an-
ticipation. At last he would write on
papyrus!

Today Father had told him o put
all last month's clay receipts on perma-
nent records. Father had pone forth
with his great merchant caravan
loaded with oil for Egypr. He'd taken
Laman and Lemuel wicth him wwo, so
there would be glorious weeks at home
of uninterrupted writing pracrice!  If

he did chis work well before Fa-
ther came home, Father
would teach him how
tor hammer and

The Turning

{A Story Based on I Nephi 1-13)

Viola Velt Presler

Mephi's radiant smile macched the |
sunlight streaming through the leaves.
Slipping his paletre from his shoulder,
he caretully placed the cakes of red and

engrave  metal
plares that last
forever.
Maybe, just
maybe, he
(.-1.H.J]I.|. h&"

come a
! scribe and
o record
\ Father's
prophecies!
Mephi loved
painting these brighe
black and red glyphs
upon the clean whitened
page, Tenstrokesand
dip. Tenstrokesand
dip. Today he would
make perfect pages
and never miss a
stroke!
"Ayeece!” A
sharp shriek shatrered
thie cranguil hills.
MNephi's hand jerked.
Oh, no! He'dspailed
theglyph, He'd
have toda the
whole page again.
Mustration by: Barbara Schneider

Yet Mother's voice was urgent. What
could be wrong!?

Nephi jumped up, knocking the
water jar flying, and dashed down the
path roward the whire stone house,
Running, he nearly bumped into Sam,
Ot of breath, cthe brothers reached
the doorway together,

"Run ahead! Be quick!" said their
mother Sariah.  “Go see, go see. Mayhe
vour father has been hiten by o snake
or attacked by raiders!”

Mephi and Sam were already run-
ning down the trail. The din of shout-
ing men, tinkling kells, and groaning
camels said for sure that Father's cara-
vian had retumed,  Ah, there was Fa-
ther's camel in the lead.

Dirawing closer, Nephi saw that
Father Lehi's eyes were closed, his
face uplifted. He gripped the saddle,
rrembling as one with fever,

“Father, why have you re-
turmed!” Mephi yelled above the
noise,

Lehi anly shook his head, and
waving hands feebly, motioned
Nephi away.

Puzzled, Nephi and Sam ran up to
the nexe camels, calling their elder
brothers. “Laman, Lemuel, what is
the trouble!

"We found him alone in the desert
talking ro a rock!" roared Laman, roll-
ing his eves upward. “He thinks he is
Moses.™

Mephi and Sam exchanged quick,
guarded plances. Perhaps it was nort
st bad then, Perhaps it was only an-
other of Father's visions.

Laman spat contemptuously
upon the sun-bleached ground. The
durk scowl covering his face rold
Mephi at once that the tip to Egypt
had been postponed, and with it all
Mephi's own hopes for writing prac-
tice.
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“Well,don'rjuststand there!" ordered
Laman. “Sam, get Father ro bed. Nephi,
ride Father's camel. We've only gorathou-
sand camels to waterand unload, as well as
five hundred hungry, thirsty, unpaid men!”

Nephiknew by Laman'shlazing eyes
that this was roing ro be a miserable after-
noon.

[t was long past lunch when they
had ar last warered the camels and
drapeed the skins of oil to the cool
underground pirs.

Poor Laman, thought Nephi. It
wasn't easy being a grown man only to
have vour plans constantly changed by
a father who had visions, On the other
hand, it wasn't easy to give up his own
scribe's work to help Laman alsa, as
well as live with Laman's bad moods. |
will never become a scribe, thought
Nephi.

“What are vou staring at, hoy!"
snapped Laman. “Ger back ro work,
vou lazy good for nothing! 1 should.."

“Should what!" boomed a grear
voice. Fatcher loomed large as a moun-
tain in the stable doorway,

“Laman,” said Father, “come into
the house, all of you. [ would hold
council with my sons.”

Mo use to protest, Dusty and
sweaty, they followed Facher ro the
house. Entering the grear room, Lehi
motioned for them ro sic down. The
room, dark and cool, was welcome.

"My sons,” began Lehi, "as | went
forth this moming | stopped to pray
for Jerusalem, for my heart is sore
pained to see the wickedness of our
people.”

Tears flowed from Lehi's eves, as
he spoke in a rrembling voice.

“Aslprayed unto the Lord, there
came apillaroffireanddweltupona
rock* before me. 1 saw and heard much.
Oh, my sons, if you could only see
what [ have seen, hear whar | have
heard, there would be no room for
doubt within you. [ saw the heavens
open,and | thought | saw God sitting
upen his throne, surrounded with num-
berless concourses of angels inthe atti-
tude of singing and praising their God. |
saw one descending. .." His voice
broke then. He stopped fora moment.

“I saw one descending,” Lehi went

on, “whose luster was above that of the
sunatnoon-day; | saw twelve others
following him, and their brightness did
exceedthatofthe stars inthe firma-
ment.” Hisvoice caught and held the
wonder.

MNephi slipped a glance at Laman.
What was he thinking? Quickly he
looked hack ar Father. Whar was Fa-
ther saying?

“l saw a personage who gave unio
me a book, and told me that | should
read..."Wo, wounto Jerusalem! For|
have seen thine abominations. Unless
its people should repent and turn to
the Lord, “Jerusalem should be de-
stroyed. . .and many should perish by
the sword. .. and be carried captive
into Babylon."™

Here Lehi stopped again, so grear
was the burden of the message surg-
ing through him. Nephi noticed that
Maorther, listening in the doorway, had
sunk to her knees.

Was it true, wondered MNephi.
Could that great holy city, even
Jerusalem, be utterly cut down!
Would God allow Solomon's remple
to be demalished! Yet as his father's
words thundered forth as a waterfall,
MNephi knew this was the power of the
Great One, even God himself. Did God
know Nephi's desire to become a scribe!

A Mayan seribe with writing desk
and tool, engraved in stone at
Palengue, a site in Mexico.

Did it matter to God? Would he and his
family be destroyed also?

"Greatand marvelous are thy
waorks, O Lord God Almighty!™ Tears
rolled down Lehi's face. “Thy throne is
highinthe heavens, andthy powerand
goodness and mercy are overallthein-
habitants of the earth; and because
thou art merciful, thou wilt not suffer
those who come unto thee that they
shall perish!"

Sa God did care. Tears filled
MNephi's eves. It was terrible to think of
Jerusalem being destroyed, but maybe
God was trying to save them. It was
rior sweer o think such rrouble would
come in his day, just when he was about
to be apprenticed for his longed-for ca-
reer — that of a scribe. Yet this won-
derful warm love was filling his heart.
Maybe there was hope.

Glancing again at Laman and Lem-
uel, Nephi wondered if they had felt
the power of the Holy Spirit. Were
they aware thar God himself had just
now spoken through their father?

Heads propped on chins, they
stared down at the carper.

"And now, my sons," said Lehi.
“The trip to Egype is cancelled. We will
never go to Egypt again, We must
spend all our energies in wamning the
people of Jerusalem to repent. As we
go forth to sell oil in Jerusalem, we go
forth o save. If even one soul turns o
Cod, it will be worth all.”

"“Worth more than the loss of our rrade
route, Father? Howcan we eamaa living

An artist’s drawing of a scribe
from a picture in an Egyptian
tomb dating 2400 B.C.
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Papyrus (We get our word paper from this Egyp-
tian word.) was harder to get and more costly, It
looked like woven yellow wallpaper because it was
made of crisscrossed sections of inner layers of
papyrus reed. Papyrus was plentiful in the swamps
along the Nile River in Egypr, bur it took time o cut
the layers in strips, wet them down, and pound the
pieces together into single sheets. These twelve-
inch strips could be pasted together into sheets o
form scrolls. The Mayans and Aztecs of Central
America also made a “paper” in like manner from
the inner bark of fig trees.

Nephi might have written on parchment (untan-

ned, stretched animal skins), and seelae.  (Stelae is plural
for stela, a stone monument carved with glyphs to commemo-
rate a famous person or event.) Ancient Egyptians believed

that glyphs (writings) and faces carved on stelae could make

the person’s spirit live forever, To destroy a person's carved
name or nose (source of breath) was to destroy the spiritof

the person.

Of course, the most permanent records were made
not only on stone monuments with hammer and chisel,
but engraved on metal plates or scrolls. Nephi, one of
the Book of Mormon writers, used metal plates for re-

cording the religious history of his people. We are sure

Nephi appreciated the value of permanent records.

Nephi's Tools

Scribe's kit used dur-
ing Nephi's time. The
kit had a water jar,

penin a container, and

ink palette.
Palette with holes

for ink and a place

for reed pens or

writing surfoce.

Puapyrues strips laid cross-
wise were wet down,
pounded flat, then
polished with pumice to
make a light-colored

Chisels wsed
for stome
curving.

Steme stela from
Mimte Alban  im Mexico.

brushes.

Scroll made from sheets

Parchment made from

stretched, untanned
skins of sheep or goats.

parchment.

Reed pens and brushes for papyrus and

of papyrus gleed end to
end, about 20 sheets
per serall.

Copper scroll  like
those found at
Quimran near the

Dead Sea in Israel.

llustrations by Barbara Schneider
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Discovering the Chi Ste 5@

in C h i a. S m u S Bur many of the FIRST shall be LAST,

Viola Velt Presler And the LAST shall be FIRST.

—Matthew 19:30
Can you solve this riddle! Something old as 2,000 B.C.; some-

thing whose discovery is very new; something rare and lovely e T
s _'-.. B Eh
| T

found in the Bible and Book of Mormon too. Whar is it? wILE :'l | £
Give up!? If you didn't guess chiasmus, don't feel bad., Almost bl o —
nobody has known about it since A.D. 76, until recently. Yer, it has So he shall OPEN, and none shall SHUT;
been hiding in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, as well as
in Nephi, Alma, and Mosiah in the Book of Mormon, like a lovely And he shall SHUT, and none shall OPEN.
treasure  awaiting  discovery. —Isaiah 22:22
Would you like to be a detective so you would know how to
spot  chiasmus!? +‘f"‘-‘- | R (p
First, let us see what chiasmus is. Chi is the Greek name for the ;‘- }j—,‘ L = 8 <}
letter X. Chiasmus is from the Greek word chiazein which means to e b o
mark with an X. Can you find the X's in the following verses! Tanguyii (My Clay Doll)

A My clay doll, my clay doll,
B What wouldn't I give if you could dance,

Step 1. Example

Let's draw a line connecting the first word on line one which is the B’ What wouldn’t T give if you could dance,
same as the last word on line ewo. Then connect the second word A" Myclay doll. . . .
in line one with the first in line two. The ideas cross, being in s Condie: Do Bk —COvarrubias 1946:376

opposite  order.

Step 2. Your Chi (X)

Now you try one. Draw a line connecting the word apen on line one
with open on line two. Then draw a line connecting the word shut on
line one with shut on line two, Did you find the X pattern?

Step 3. Mirror Image

By now you have noticed thar chiasmus is a writing pattern that
can have at least two parts, with the second in reverse order. Some-
times the opposite ideas may not be written on the first line, like in A

this little Zapotec Indian child’s song. The X is still there, only in a Claydolls from the Mexcan state Veracz
different form.  We find it by marking the first idea A and the Tharyare 1,000t | 400 vears old. Will orer dolls Luse ehae

second idea B. Draw a line from A on line one to B' on line three. b
Draw a line from B on line two to A ' on line four. ol P

When chiasmus is written like this little song, it shows a mirror image. :':aﬂ Eg:ﬁ u!} 4
The last two lines are a mirror image of the first two. Notice the
important idea — the child wishes her doll could dance (be alive) —

is in the center of the chiasm.
If written on two lines they can also be

Step 4. Pyranud & i (Figure 1)
If ABBA are written on two lines they can also be written like ABBA A .
in four lines, We see there are two ways of writing lines to discover j R,
the X in a chiasm. In Figure 2, the top of pyramid (on its side) is the written like this 0y % in four lines.
center of the X in Figure |, W " (Figure 2)
[ ]
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without it? We've invested our lifetimes
on that route ro Egypr!” Laman had found
hisvoice.

“Laman,” replied Lehi, “the only
way to live at all is to depend upon the
Lord!"

Abruptly Laman excused himself,
with Lemuel tagging behind, blinking,

Nephi also rose. He felt caughe be-
tween terrible forces. He gripped
Sam's shoulder, then rurned to walk to
the door alone, He grasped his bow
and arrow hanging on the ivory rack.

“Tell Mother [ will return soon af-
tet sundown,” he told Sam.

His father stared out over the open

courtyard. His face still held the rap-

ture of one who had just seen glory.
I'm too young to perish, thought

Nephi. Just when all my hopes were abour

to come to pass, this. Imight never become
aseribe. [ might neverlive to become six-
teen, forall L know. Yerwhatdid Father
say! “0O Lord God Almighty. . .because
thou art merciful, thou wilt not suffer
those whocome unto thee thatthey

shall perish!”
Oh, the love and mercy in those

words!  Laman, Nephi knew, would
not believe this vision. Was Laman
right! Could Father be a victim of his
own imagination? If [ must die soon,
thought Nephi, | would rather not die
with a bitter heart like Laman's.

Nephi's head was beginning to
clear in the cool evening air.

[ would rather be filled with the
love of Gaod, like Father, Nephi
thought. Had not Fachersaid if only we
knew what he knew, had seen whathe had

seen, there would be no room for doube?

“Lord,” prayed Nephi, it is hard to
give up my dream to become ascribe, but |
don'twant Jerusalem to perish. [wantto
wark foryou, but [ need tosee for myself. |
need o know, Please show me, Ifthou
wilt speak to my father, wile thou noralso
speak tome? lwill come unto thee, Lord, |
will come unto thee and not perish.”

Shifring hisbow and arrow anto his
shoulder, Mephi turned howeward, a light
on his face, ready for the next turm on the
path God had set for him.

*The different rype style indicares words
quoted from the Book of Mormon.

What Writing Tools Did Nephi Use?

Viola Velt Presler

In Nephi's day most Hebrew children probably
practiced their lessons on ostraca (broken pieces of
pottery also called shards or potsherds.) This was scrap
Many of these shards,
Imagine throwing your scrap
paper into the school wastebasker, only to have an
archaeologist dig it up thousands of years later!

Nephi probably used a pen or brush carved from
Ink cakes were
made by mixing sooty lampblack with sticky sap or
Picture him dipping his brush
into water and little cakes of ink on a palette as we use

paper they could throw away.
however, still exist.

a hollow reed to write on ostraca.
vegetable oil with dye.

watercolors.,

His writing kit of water jar, ink palette (board with
holes for inks), and reed brushes tied together, was
Many boys stuck
their pens over their ears while working.

often carried over the shoulder.

Drawing of Hesire, an Egyptian roval
scribe in 2700 B.C., showing the writing
kit worn over the shoulder with water
jug and reed brush case tied together.

[Mustration by: Barbara Schneider
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Step 5. Marking Reverse Order

As you see, chiasmus has been discovered not only in ancient He-
brew, but also in Mesoamerican sources like "My Clay Doll.” Here
is another. “The Turtles” is a Zapotec nursery thyme from
Juchitin. The first five lines form a complete seven-line chiasm.
For each new idea, write a new lerter of the alphaber. For the same
idea, match it with the same letter given before. Can you see the
reverse order, like steps down a pyramid? Now connect the dotted
lines to form the X.

Step 6. Discover the Main Idea

Now let's look at the whole song. Draw a line connecting the
phrase big turdes with all other big turtles on the opposite side of the
line. Using a different colored pencil, connect every phrase litde
turtles with every other little nurtles on the opposite side of the line.
Where the lines cross to form the center of the X, vou will discover
the main pomt of the song.

Step 7. Finding Chiasmus in the Book of Mormon

The Book of Mormon has many examples of chiasmus. Here is one.

The JEWS
shall have the WORDS
of the NEPHITES,
and the NEPHITES
shall have the WORDS
of the JEWS:

And the NEPHITES AND THE JEWS
shall have the WORDS
of the LOST TRIBES OF ISRAEL;
and the LOST TRIBES OF ISRAEL
shall have the words
of the NEPHITES AND THE JEWS.
—IINephi12:71-72

Step 8. New Discoveries on Your Oun

Now see if you can find other chiasms in the Book of Mormon. Nor
all chinsms are easy to discover. Chiasms can be very complex,
hiding inside one another like Chinese boxes, blossoming into
chiastic paragraphs, chapters, even hooks! You know they are
there awaiting discovery.

You have now learned how rto spot simple chiasmus. You have
learned thar it must have at least two parts; that it repeats ideas in
reverse order; it can be higger than two lines; and that the main
idea is in the center. Perhaps you have sensed the beaury and
balance that chiasmus creates—rtypical of God's word. You have
found the chi in chiasmus.

Reference
Cowarpulias, Migoel, Mexico Sauth. Mew Yorke Alfred AL Knopl, 1946, My Clay Dall™ and
“The Turtles™ are used by permission of Alfred A, Knopl, Inc.

Artist: L. Sneed

The Turtles

A A PARADE of turtles like a NECKLACE
of BIG turtles
and LITTLE turtles
__ on the SEASHORE.
LITTLE turtles,
__ BIG turtles,
A BIG and LITTLE turtles.
—Covarrubias 1946:312-313.

The Turtles

A PARADE of turtles like a NECKLACE
of BIG TURTLES and LITTLE TURTLES
ON THE SEASHORE.
LITTLETURTLES, BIGTURTLES,
BIG [turtles] and LITTLE TURTLES.
Oh! WHERE IS THY SON?
WHERE 15 THY SON!?
OCEAN? OCEAN! OCEAN!

Look at the LITTLE TURTLES!
Look at the BIG TURTLES!
WHERE IS THY SON!?
WHERE IS THY SON!?
BIGTURTLES, LITTLETURTLES.

—Covarrubias 1946:312-313.
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A gathered, obedient people, working in unity
can achieve what no scattered people can do.

(later called lsrael) are to be gath-
l:'.‘l‘:."iJ lll‘l. fn']ll'i ':]I] OvEerT I‘i'lﬁ: '“";_H'ld.
Joseph's seed (Manasseh and
Ephraim) were given inheritances
upon this land. Many in the
church today in this area are de-
scended from Ephraim. Ephraim
inherited the hirthright (Jer. 31:9)
and was given the special respon-
sibility of Zionic leadership.
Israel includes all other por-
tions of the ten “lost” tribes.
Judah, of course, is part of Israel.
Judah includes Benjamin and
others who affiliated with Judah.
They are to be gathered in from
among all nations to their inher-
itances, in the area of the Old
Jerusalem, as origimally given to

Abraham (Genesis 12:6; 13:13-15).

The Gathering of the Church
of the Firstborn

(od said the gathering of “the
general assembly of the church of
the first-born" (Genesis 9:23) will
take place when men keep all his
commandments. Then Zion, the
city of Enoch, will come again on
the earth (Genesis 9:22-23). He-
brews 12:22-24 describes “the
church of the first-born™ as “the
city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem,” “an innumerable com-
pany of angels," and “the spirits of
just men made perfect,” who are 1o
associate with “God the Judge of
all. . .and Jesus the mediator of the
new covenant.” The most compre-
hensive descriprion of the church
of the Firsthorn is given in D&C
76:5. (See pages 41-43 of God's Great
Gathering for special thoughrs re-
garding those eligible o be in
God's presence.)

Earning Admission to the
Celestial Kingdom Is Not Easy

To qualify for a place in the
church of the Firstborn in the celes-
rial kingdom requires a liferime
struggle to overcome self and the
temprations of the world, The
world may offer God-forbidden
“pleasures,” or, perhaps escape
from persecution and death upon
denial of Christ. Throughout
sacred history, many have been
martyred rather than deny their
testimony of Christ,

We know thar there were
many mareyrs for Christ in the
Jerusalem area. We have no means
of knowing how many martyrs
there may have been in Enoch’s
time or among the Jaredires, bur
there is a record that many suf-
fered martyrdom among the
Mephites. The church ser up in
1830 has recorded many martyrs
for Christ, and so will it be until the
time when Christ comes and
brings with him those who pre-
ferred death ro betrayal of him.

Eternal Joy

Maortal man can only glimpse
the joys that await those who faith-
fully withstand the onslaught of
the powers of evil and the usher-
ing in of the great pathering of the
F':!irhE-Lil “f H]] AfTEs, thE L"].ECT.

What a time of rejoicing that
will be! Can we fathom even
faintly, the joy of mecting in
person and conversing with the
saints of all ages! Imagine the
thrill of being able to talk with
Adam, Enoch, Abraham, Moses,
and all the other stalwarts of Bible
times!  What gquestions will we

want to have answered! What will
we want to leamn first? Equally
joyous will be our association with
all the Book of Mormon characters
whom we have admired so
deeply—Jared and his brother,
Lehi and Nephi, King Benjamin,
Alma, and perhaps especially
Mormon and Moroni, and many
others.

The stalwarts of the lacter
days, likewise, bring to mind a list
which would undoubtedly in-
clude Joseph Smith, Jr. and his
staunch wife Emma, along wtih
his outspoken mother Lucy, and
the beloved Joseph Smith 1. The
list goes on and on. Each will
want to make up his own, includ-
ing of course, precious members
of his own family.

When God holds forth such
glorious promises to the faithful,
what more is there to say! We
appreciate the more, as we think
on these things, the appeal of
Peter.

Brethren, give diligence to
make your calling
and election sure.

—Peter 1:10
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Christ’s Life on Earth Was

One Eternal Round

Rae Simmons

Almur three years ago | was
offered a challenge. A friend told
me he believed there was some-
thing to be found in The Reese
Chronological Bible if he just had the
time to search. Then he sugpested
I might like to read and study it w
see 1If anything came to light.
Hesirantly, 1 took the book and
agreed to try. | had no idea what |
was looking for.

The Reese Chronological Bible
arranges hiblical evenrts in inter-
esting outline form and includes
dates for major events. ! Edward
Reese, Professor of Bikle and
Histary ar Hyles-Anderson Cal-
lege, spent over 20 years preparing
this useful study Bible. The dating
system used by Reese was devel-
vped by Frank Klassen presented
in his The Chronology of the Bible. -

| was drawn to reading “The
Life of Our Lord," or New Testa-
ment section. There is an orderly
ﬂ““’ T ThL" L\"(]rk.‘\' ”1- I'..‘.‘i'.lﬁ 'r![‘.ILI hi.“i
travels that [ had not noticed
before when moving from Gospel
to Gospel. 1 read about the calling
of the disciples, and early ministry
and miracles of Jesus. Then
something caught my attention.
Much is heard about the feeding of
the 5,000, but shortly after reading
the account of this miracle, 1 came
across the feeding of the 4,000
(Marthew 15:30-37 and Mark
H:1-8).°

Having recently spent consid-
erable time studying chiasmus in
the Book of Mormon and having
this style of writing so fresh in my
mind, this second miracle brought
me up short. Could this be the
reverse cycle of a chiasm! If so,
what happened between the two

miracles would have to be the
center point. The center point of a
chiasm is the most important idea
an author is rrying to make in the
context of that particular chiastic
structure.  Because this is Christ's
life, the center point should be the
reason for his having been born in
the flesh.

My excitement soared when |
realized the major event berween
the feeding of the 5,000 and rhe
feeding of the 4,000 was our
Lord's discourse on the bread of
life. Here he tells the people, "1
am the hread of life; he that com-
eth to me shall never hunger; and
he that believeth on me shall
never thirst”" (John 6:35), In John
(:31 he says,

I am the living bread which
came down from heaven; if
any man eat of this bread, he
shall live forever; and the
bread that I will give is my
flesh, which I will give for the
life of the world.

With this discovery made, |
began to work backward and
F‘l]f“"ﬁ]l’d l,]l'll‘il I. h.:'ld “1:-!"'[1{:".] a1k1s
whart | felt were the major points
of the chiastic structure of Christ's
lite. There were five in each
direction, beginning with the
temnple cleansing in the first Pass-
over of his ministry (John 2:13-16)
and ending with the second
cleansing of the temple during the
last Passover of his life, recorded
in Matthew 21, Mark 11, and Luke
19.

Other major points before the
miracle of the 5,000 include Jesus
casting out a devil and being
accused of using Satan's power
(Matt. 12:18-20), and giving in-

structions to the Twelve (Matt.
10:3-38). Also, he is told Jairus'
daughter is sick. He tarries to heal
an afflicted woman, then raises the
daughter from the dead (Mart,
9:24-31), Afrer feeding the 4,000,
Jesus gives instructions to the
Seventy (Luke 10:2-12), again casts
out a devil, and is accused of using
Saran's power (Luke 11:15-16).
Then he is told Lazarus is sick. He
tarries two days before going and
raising him from the dead {John
11:1-44). Jesus was blessed in the
temple by Simeon shortly after his
hirth, and anocinted by the woman
in the house of Simon, the leper,
just hefore his death.

| spent many hours each day,
for several weeks, searching our
this pattern and discovered it a
fascinating and exciting study.
Many other mirror points and
interesting repetitions surfaced.
They all lead, however, to one
conclusion. Our Lord lived his life
on earth in a chiastic cyele. This
understanding gives new meaning
to the Scripture which says, "Nei-
ther doth he vary from that which
he hath said; therefore his paths
are straight and his course is one
eternal round” (D&C 2:1¢).

UEdward Reese, The Reese Chrmological
Bitde {Minneapolis, MN:  Bethany House
Publishers, 1980).  For another
chronological list of events from Christ's
ministry see William Smich, A Dictionary of
the Bible, revised and edited by Rev. EN.
and M.A. Pelouber (Philadelphin: The
John C. Winston Company, 1884), pp.
A02-803. The dares used in Pelouber's
dictionary were based on the now
discredited Ussher's system. Also see
Jasiah Blake Tidwell, The Bible Pertod by Period
(Mashville, Tenn:  Sunday School Board of
the Southern Baptist Convention, 1923),
pp. 248-313.

* For an altérnative dating
interpretation see Harold W. Hoehner,
Chronalngical Aspects of The Life of Chist
(Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Zondervan
Publishing House, 1977).

" All Scriprure references are to the
Inspired  Version.
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Qutline of the Chiastic Structure of Christ’s Life on Earth

Jesus blessed in temple by Simeon at 40 days old (Luke 2:25-32)
A First cleansing of the temple - first Passover (John 2:13-17)

B Jesus anocinted with ointment by woman who is a sinner
(Luke 7:36-50)

C Jesus casts out a devil from one blind and dumb; is accused
of using Satan's power (Mark 3:17-20; Mact. 12:18-25)

a He is told Jairus' daughter is sick; tarries to heal
afflicted woman; raises daughter from the dead

(Matt, 9:24-32; Mark 5:18-35; Luke 8:41-55)

D Gives instructions to Twelve - take “neither purse, nor scrip”
(Matt. 10:3-12; Mark 6:9-10; Luke 9:3-5)

E Feeding of 5,000 with five loaves (Matr. 14:13-18;
Mark 6:31-46; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-13)

F DISCOURSE ON BREAD OF LIFE (John 6)

E' Feeding of 4,000 with seven loaves (Mart. 15:30-36;
Mark 8:1-8)

D’ Gives instructions to Seventy - take “neither purse, nor scrip”

(Luke 10:1-25)

C’ Jesus casts out a devil from one dumb; is accused of using
Satan's power (Luke 11:15-24)

a' He is told Lazarus is sick; tarries two days before going;
raises Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-46)

B’ Jesus anointed by Mary with ocintment (John 12:2-8)

A’ Second cleansing of the temple - last Passover (Martt. 21:10-15;
Mark 11:17-21; Luke 19:44-47)

Jesus anointed by woman in house of Simon the leper (Matt. 26:5-10; -

Mark 14:4-9) F=N
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Testimony

I FOUND
JESUS

INTHE
BOOK

OF MORMON

Virginia L. Bozarth
Whun [ first read the Book of

Mormon, | was surprised o find
words and testimonies of Jesus Christ.
How could | have lived thirty years
withour knowing the book existed? 1
never heard of it until my early rwen-
ties, and a friend casually mentioned
thar the people who atrended rhe
church thar mer in the Lree domed
building in Independence had their
own Bible. They called it the Book of
Mormon, For a moment 1 wondered if
they believed in God, and if they did,
why did they need a Bible other than
the King James version!

From my childhood up, I've
studied and memorized the Bible, |
helieve thar Jesus Christ s my friend
and always near enough to respond to
my outstretched hand. My father,
mother, and Sunday School teachers
helped me develop chis faith,

In answer to my prayers, the Lord
sent me a young man who believed in
God and his Son, Jesus Christ. He was
a Saint—a member of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latrer Day
Saints.  In my limired understanding,
Saints were of another unseen
world—they lived and talked with
God,

I married chis Saint, Several years
after our sons were horn, the RLDS
built a new church building in our
town. My hushand announced one
Sunday morning thar he was saing o
attend this new congregation.  He rold
me | was welcome to come along, or
continue going to the church 1 was
then artending. | rook our sons, as
vsual, o the church where they were
tamiliar with teachers and minister.

After a few weeks, | decided this
was not good family pracrice. |
would go with my hushand the nest
Sunday and see how Saints looked
and  worshiped,

Many young familics were in
arrendance, everyone was friendly,
and the pastor gracious. | thoughe
their service procedures rather
peculiar, especially having three or
more up frone, instead of only the
pastor, Their songs had the old
tamiliar tunes, but the words were
different. 1 had some resentment
because they had changed the words,

The Book of Mormon was guored
and mentioned often. This aroused
my curiosity. | decided o read it and
see if like the hymns, the Scriprures
had been changed. If 1 found conflice
berween the Book of Mormon and the
King James Bible, then | would never
accept the Book of Mormon as

Seriprure,
| read the Book of Mormon in one
sitting.  Many passages seemed famil-

iar; some more clearly explained
those 1 had found puzling in the
Bible,

Throughout the book, Jesus and
his teachings were apparent.  Nephi
wrate of Christ saying,

Ye must press forward with a

steadfastness in Christ. . . .

Angels speak by the power of

the Holy Ghost; wherefore,

they :'-pt:ﬂk the words of

Christ. . . .Feast upon the

words of Christ; for behold

the words of Christ will tell

you all things what ve should
do.
—I1 Mephi 13:29; 14:3-4

I think now as | thought then that
these words are beauritul. Into my
mind came the hymn “Beautiful
words,  wonderful  words,
words of life.”  We sang this many
times while [ grew up in the Baprist

womnderful

church.  “Feast upon the words of
Christ” are words of Life.

As 1 read further, other porrions
were inspiring and continued to alk
of Jesus.  Alma's teachings were the
words of God and his instructions o
his sons are as valid oday as when
they were first spoken. To one of his

lh[l..'t.' CIRIRE |.'i'i.' -."'dl'..:l.

There is no other way nor
means whereby man can be
saved, only in and through
Christ. Behold, he is the life
and the light of the world. Be-
hold, he is the word of truth
and  righteousness.
—Alma18:11-12

Jesus's appearance on this conti-
nent was thought-provaking.  His
teachings to the people of the Book of
Marmon were consistent with those in
Matthew., The deseription of the
COMMMUNETIN Service wWas in accor-
dance with what 1 had been pracric-
ing, taking communion u:n]'g.-' atter
haprism.

[ read the Book of Mormon three
times in one week, The fiest time 1o
find our if it contradicred the Bible; the
second time to be sure | read what |
thought 1 had read; and the thicd time
because | was making many of the
passages parr of my life.

After reading and studying the
Book of Mormon, | proceeded to
obtain everything 1 could on the Book
of Mormaon: rracrs, hooks, papers,
maps, etc, [ checked our all the hooks
in the library on Mormonism, both
pro and con. After reading for several
months, | began stodving ALL reliz-
ions and rheir origins.

Three years afrer | first read the
Book of Mormon, | was haprized.
Since thar time [ have taught Book of
Mormon truths in many classes of
both youth and adults in our congre-
garion and other congregations.
When the situation s favorable, | bear
wirness of the book's ruchfulness o
nonmembers and give missionary
capies of the Book of Mormon o those
who are interested.

The Spirit confirms o me Book of
Mormon rruths, and my belief has nor
changed. The Book of Mormmon is a
“marvelous work and a wonder.” No
man can ever make it otherwise. In
my estimarion, it is the mose remark-
able book ever printed,

When friends and acquaintances
ask me why | joined the RLDS church,
I share my testimemy — that [ found

Jesus in the Book of Mormon. g!__
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Mexico Mysteries Tour Report

Phaogographers
Barharaand
Burrent Eliasan
Proase for a1 fricture
o the fimache of
the divgast
prvamaid m the
wrrled, Chaleeli,

Lyle Sl

I was raised with the Book of
Mormon, and have always loved
its stories since my childhood. My
desire grew, after teaching several
Book of Mormon classes, ro visit
the land myself. 1 never dreamed
it would become a reality, espe-
cially after 1 married a dairy
farmer, Barent Eliason, in 1976,

Brother Charles Hield came to
Sandusky, Michigan in 1950 w
aive a week of beautiful slides
abour the Book of Mormon. Again,
| wished [ could see for myself. In
the meantime, we started
receiving The Witness, which only
added further to my desire.

Some of our closest friends
went on a Book of Marmon trip to
see the ruins in Mexico, Then, Don
Beebe, who is like a brother to me,
went on i tour of the ruins in 1987,
Ar that time | asked, “Lord, when
is it my turmn!”

Don made a video of slides
taken from his trip to Mexico.
When 1 saw them, [ cried. Don
asked me, "Why don’t you go on
the next tour!”
uled in November — harvestrime.
We are farmers, and it is not pos-
sible to leave while harvesting
crops. My heart sank, and | said,
“Don, there's just no way | can

One was sched-

go!”

I returned home and had a
lictle talk with the Lord. “It's up o
you God. You know how [ teel,
and I'm giving the situation to
you. If you want me to go, it will
'I."l".“']\'. {1|.|.|:.“

God Answers Prayers

Barbara Eliason

One Wednesday in October,
for some unknown reason, a bro-
chure came in the mail from FRAA
telling about a Book of Mormon
tour. My heart was pounding
when 1 read it. | asked God what |
should do.  That night, He guided
me to give the brochure to Barent.
| said, “Don't say no; read it and
';'I}I-!{ {__;{'M_l 'L".'h':” we .".h“”]L:l l!lj.ll

Sunday night, Barent com-
pletely surprised me by saying,
feel the time is right for us to see
the Book of Mormon lands.”  Later
1 discovered that he, too, had
wanted to make the trip for years!

I'll never forget the fullness of
my heart as [ cried and thanked
God ar the same time. | immedi-
ately called the Beebe family and
found out that not only Don was
going on this same trip, bur also
his wife Pat, and daughters Jill and
L‘r'!'l[]L'.

From the rime we started until
the day we said goodbye, | could
feel God's Spirit. At our commun-
ion service in Veracruz, I felt we
had a mountaintop experience of

oneness with God. We could feel
God's love flowing through all
seventeen of us as we sang,
shared prayers and restimonies,
and partook of the communion.
Tears fell as | heard Sherrie bear
testimony that she had asked God
to choose those he wanted to go
on the tour to see the Book of
Mormon
As | wisited with our group
throughout the eight days, 1
learned each could hear the same
testimony that Barent and I have.
We were privileged to visit the
Land of Promise, and God blessed
us abundantly with his Spiric.  He
ﬂnﬁ‘ﬂ.'l.f'r['_"\l :l” LT ]‘-‘]‘;‘l‘f:}rﬁ.

FLiTLS.

I came home more excited and
[ realized I've only
seratched the surface of study
about the Book of Mormon. My
desire is to gain a deeper under-
standing of the Scriprures so 1 can
|1::l|__1 others who seek to follow the
straight and narrow path, clinging
to the “rod of iron” trying to reach
the “tree of life."

cager to learn.

Led by Lale aned Sherge Smith, the
Mexico Mystertes tour group gathers for
a photoon the rooftapaf Hotel Prerto
Bellnim Veracruz following a praver,
testimorty , and comrmiim serice an
Mew's Yearnoming.

THE WITNESS « May /959 13



Tantalizing Glimpses — Faint Whispers

Emergence of

the Nephite
Record

Roy Weldon

In the last issue of The Witness, hiblical
hints and whispers were explored about two
holy cities and their locations. This study
CONMCS.

H;wing noted j.:|impﬁu.~:,
xu-]‘ni:;p;:rs. and clues in the Bible
pointing westward to an ensign
and standard in the New World,
we are now ready for the count-
down. Whisperings from the Bible
westward would be of little conse-
quence unless there were whisper-
ings in New World writings and
traditions pointing eastward
across the sea to the Old World.

The first documentation comes
from the Popul Vieth (Recinos
1950:79-80), a sacred book writren
by an unknown but highly edu-
cated Quiché in the sixteenth
century from oral rraditions
among the Quiché.

This we shall write. . .we shall
bring it to light because now the
Popul Vieh, as it is called, cannot
be seen any more, in which was
clearly seen the coming from
the other side of the sea. . . . The
original book, written long ago,
existed, but its sight is hidden
to the searcher and to the
thinker (emphasis added).
(Hidden in Hill Cumorah? A faint
whisper!)

They pulled up stakes there
and left the East. . . . When they
came from the East, and with
the same hope they left there,
from that great distance, ac-
cording to what their songs
now say (emphasis added).
—Recinos 1950:1581

The East is mentioned 24 times
in the Popul Vath in relation to the
origins of the Quiché, We come
now to a most rantalizing glimpse
and faint whispering of a holy
city.

There in Tulin-Zuiva, whence

thev had come they were accus-

tomed to fast . when they
were there in the place called

Tulin-Zuiva, came

their God.

—Recinos 1950:180

'WI.'I Ence

Tulin, used 15 times in the
Popul Vath, relates to where the
forefathers came from across the
sea.  An indepth, scholarly study
of Tuldn and a holy city in the
New World is addressed in The
Toltecs Until the Fall of Tula by Nigel
Davies. A blend of documentary
sources and archacological rec-
ords, this book gives a history of
the Toltees.

Davies (1977) comments:

Last but not least comes the
greatest  enigma,  the  four
Tulins of the Annals of the
Cakchiguels. The Annals tell in
peneral terms of the arrival of
the ancestors of the tribe at
Tulin, on the other side of the
sea (e, poing from west to east).
It then mentions the existence
of four Tulins, “one in the cast,
one in the west, one in Xibal-
bay, and one where pod re-
sides,” that is to say the sky (38).

The Anales de los Cakchigueles
frequently refer to Tulin Zuiva
as lying in the cast, across the
sea, and the Popul Vuh also
implies that it lay toward the
cast (192-193).

Leaving aside the heavenly
Tulin {where the pod resides)
and the Tulin of the nether re-
pions, there still remains the
two Tulins “across the sea,”
one lyving cast and the other in
the west (39).

Daniel G. Brinton (1882:145-

146), a noted University of Penn-
sylvania authority on Indian
traditions, writes:

[The Mayas] claimed their an-
cestors came from distant re-
gions in two bands. The larg-
est migration. . .was from the
Fast, across, or rather through,
the ocean. . . . The second band
. .came from the West. . . . The
former was called the Great
Arrival; the latter, the Less
Arrival.

Archaeologists have difficuley
with several Tuldns, and Davies
tries to identify both Tulins in
different places in Mesoamerica.
The Nephite record, however,
clears this up with a history of two
colonies of Hebrews coming to the
New World - one crossing the
Pacific (Nephites) and a second
colony (Mulekites) crossing the
Atlantic. The two Tuldns tradition
irﬂpl"!.-' e l-T[.“'l'! rhl_‘ Eii."it (P‘c‘{lllf'
kites) and one from the West
(Nephites). Both suggest reference
tor hiblical Jerusalem in lsrael.

Book of Mormon Witnesses a
New Jerusalem in the New
World

So far we have looked ar whis-
perings from the Bible and writ-
ings from Mesoamerica abour haoly
cities. It's now time to turn to the
MNephite record as written by
Moroni (Ether 6:2-6).

After the waters had receded
from off the face of this land, it
became a choice land above all
other lands, a chosen land of the
Lord. . .it was the place of the
MNew Jerusalem, which should
come down out of heaven, and
the holy sanctuary of the Lord.
Behold, Ether. . .spake concern-
ing a New Jerusalem upon this
land; and he spake also concern-
ing the house of lsrael, and the
Jerusalem from whence Lehi
should come:; after it should be
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destrayed, it should be built up
again a holy city unto the Lord;
wherefore it could not be a New
Jerusalem, for it had been in a
time of old, but it should be
built up again, and become a
holy city of the Lordi and it
should be built up unto the
house of srael; and that a New
Jerusalem should be built up
upon this land, unto the
remnant of the seed of Joseph.

Moroni writes of chree holy
cities: one in Israel, one in the New
World, and the heavenly Jerusa-
lem. The Bible names two
Jevusalems: the modern one in
present as well as ancient Isracl
and the one in heaven recorded in
Revelations 21:2.

Truth Shall Spring
out of the Earth

(Psalm 85:11)
Robert Silverberg (1962:132,133)

says:
We know less about the Mayas
than we do about the Azteces
and the Incas—and we know
far less about all three peoples
than we do about the Babyloni-
ans and the Assyrians.  Yet
work is continuing, and there is
always the hope that ¢ neww Ma-
~sun book of chronicles will come
to light . ... This is the dream of
every archaeologist who 1en-
tures into Central America-that
he will discover a scrap of an-
cient paper with the annals of
Mavadom on it. . . .The kex 10
the Mayan viddle may turn up
next week, next month, next
year—or 20 vears from now
(ecmphasis  added).

Could the hope uf a new Mayan
book of chronicles eventuate in a
glorious fifth gospel bringing to
the fore the Prince of Peace—with
whom is endless hope and without
whom is only hapeless end?

Could thedream of every archacolo-

aistachoventaesinto Central America

end up with an uncarthing that
will launch the Nephite record into
the full limelight of world recogni-
tion!

Could the key to the Mayan riddle
be the key that along with the Bible
opens the gace to the biblical
highway ta the grand finale of the
ages described in Isaiah [1:9?
“They. shall-net hurr nor-destroy in
all my holy mountain; for the carth
shall be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the

"
sea.

Growing Together
to Confound

The Nephite record in [l Nephi
2:20-21 contains a poteng proph-
LC ¥

And that which shall be written
by the fruit of thy loins [Book of
Mormon], and also that which
shall be written by the fruit of
the loins of Judah [Bible}, shall
grow together, unto the con-
founding of false doctrines, and
laving down of contentions, and
establishing peace_amoag the
fruit of thy loins.

Emergence of the aurhenticity
and historicity of the Nephite
record will have a staggering
impact on the entire structure of
modern civilization. Emergence of
the Nephite record from tanraliz-
ing glimpses and faint whispers
into the foll limelight of authentic
history would forever be a final,
unimpeachable second. witness to
che resurrection and divinity of

—our blessed Savior.

For centuries the Bible has had
to stand alone as the sacred; holy
hook of the 1Old World (the book of
Judah). My consultation with an
artorney indicates that emergence
of the testimony of the Nephire
record into the court of world
opinion would multiply, fortify,
and substantiate the restimony of

the Bible as searcely anyrhing has
done since Golgatha. The coming
forth of a sacred, holy book, the
hook of Joseph, from the New
World would astound rtheolo-
gians, silence agnostics and
atheists, and bring to naughe che
wisdom of the wise (Isaiah 29:26)
on a scale scarcely known in all
history; thus, fulfilling Nephi's
prophecy about the records of
Joseph growing together with the
record of Judah “unto the con-
founding of falsc doctrines, and
laying down of contentions, and
establishing peace”- (11 Nephi
2:21).

Again, lsaiah 2:2-4 zcroces in
our wild, mad twentieth century
and gives hope.

For out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem....Nation shall
not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any-
more.

Fulfillment of this prophecy
will be the most precious, most
priceless, most blessed event in
modern history!  The accumulated
golden creasures of Acwhualpa,
and Moctezuma  (Montezuma)
and the Spanish Main pale into
utter insignificance before the
golden spiritual, finoncial and
cconomic treasures of a world free
of wur.

Thisseries will conclude inthe nextissice.
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FRAA s first sponsored towr ( See page 1 3
inside. ) included avisit to the magnificent
museim— Museo de Anmopologio — at
Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico. Jalapa, known as
the “Athens" of Mexico, s a beautiful flower-
filled caltreral center with friendly, gracious
people. Themuserm hasmany Olmecartifacts
creativelyexhibited, especially the larger monue-

ments which sitin sumptuous gardens sur-
rounded with indigenows flova,

This pottery fimrine was discovered at a
site in central Veracruz called Nopiloa, Nahuatl
for “Place of Prince.” The intricate details of its

garment can be seen in the mold which stands
NExXLiolL, __Ir.III_L" ArnmMsa :"lJ_I (&) 1T 1.!-!" Are M ||‘-'IL' .
Accordingtothe formermusenm divector,
Fernando Winfield Capitame , who is now the
dean of the Universidad Veracruzana, this piece
dates from A.L). 500-800. A photointhe
Junior Witness shows other figures from the
same placeand ime. '

Anyome planninga trip to Mexico should
mclude a visit to this splendid musetem

Mempmofit Chrranization
LLS: Pl-"n‘al-_].'
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Indeperulence, MO G4050
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