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Foundation
News

Pr6dcn, rhebna D.
Stcvcns died on November 19.
1939. A memoial service *as held
or November 27 ar the slone
Churcb rhere she had tausht for
42 yean. The Foundariont
denbe( will nourn.he lo$ of
her dedicated leadcBhip. (See
pase 13 in thh issu. for the
nenorial addre$ siver st the ser

Tbelona becane presidenr of
the Foundation in 1963. During
the next 20yeaN, under her dne.
tjon, FRAA prosre$ed lion a
lew hundred menbets to a.
orsanizarion thar.uiiently rcaches
an eninared 50,rX)0 people
rhroush its queierly publication

The Board ol Dnedor would
lile ro tha.k all who have sent
expre$ions of synpa.by and con'
tlibntions in her nemory. Otheru
who wish ro contribute can send
memodals io FRAA,410 N.
Pledani, hdependcncc, MO
64050. Thesc gilis ll be used to
ollser rhe printins con orher
la.en boot, rtvi,a ,,/dPt {hich
she compleled ju$ berorc her

Thelonat Teslinont
At the 1989 Filrh Annusl

Book of Mornon Day confercnce,

Thelona save lhe fict presenta
don. Her rrl[, "Atter rhe Many
Testinonies. I Testify," is
available od videoiape. The taDe
also leatuEs other conterence par
ricipdb John Sorenson, tuchdd
Del-ons, end vcrnes Collins,
Oder fron Schdol of Sainh. 520
Wee Maple, Independeme, MO
&050 for 115.95 plus $1.?5

Artru.l Meling

The Foundarion\ Annual
Meeting sill be March 25, 1990,
2:30 f.M al the Srone Church.
The agenda includcs ihe election
olnes board membec ro fill
vacancics. A special boad neding
will co.vene sonetihe aftet rhe
a.nual netins to elect nes of-
lices. The highlisht olthe annual
meerine will be a resinonY/tavc-
los slide Dresemation ot rhe
cuakmala roui. Plan no* to

In Decenber 1989, Fn$ vice
Preside.r Roy Weldon fell and
broke his hip. resultins in
hospnalization. A wek larer, his
wife pa$ed away. we know he
would appreciate youi Drayes.
You hay wrne ro hin c/o FRAA,
410 N. Plcasant, Indelendence,

Second Annu.l Childrcn s
Dook of Mornon D.y

Look for*ard to mother
Children\ Book ol Mormon Day

Calendar

sometine early su6n* - datc ro
be announced. Paniciparion in the
evcnts of the day provid.s a fun
snd ctive way for childlen to
learn about Book oi Mormon
hdory and Drcple. L.fs en
courasc our children and srsnd-

R€Ciotrrl Boot of Mo.mon

Plans are undeMay for s
rcgion.l Book ol Mormon Day
conlere.ce in the Detroit,
Michisan area. This wi11be eirher
late sping oi eady sunmcr. For
rhe dat., time, and place. plede
*rite FRAA ar 410N. Pleasanr,
Independence, MO 640t0. other
regions desning a regional Book
or Mornon sn'nr, please .on-
Ect FRAAat the above addre$.

Hehmrn's TPo Thousrtrd
C.d is no^haliq hit atnt
For the t6cue oI his tuth:
He b a inE naw to boute
Both the ased ond th. torth.
You cn heot hit nkhtt

I. the thundet oJ his eodt
Let ,s then be valianl sodied
Ih th. atn! oJ the Lord!

The Foundation is extendins a
mthly sumnors ro all to join
Helamank T{o Thousand. a
special sroup ot supFoneis. Ses
the form on pase 15 in this issuc.
Fill it out ond send TODAY a.d
becone pat of this vnn.s fot rhc



Thelona\ nunerous talents
included paintins. Those
tamiliar sith her lan iew
books know that the coven are
phoro! ol her painrings.
Thelona bad seloral sho*ings
ol her workr, panicularly oih,
vinnins blue ribbons on sore.

O.ean Sprct t9t]9 W?lercolal

No1 I on E hela re her.l.oth,
Thelona taok 'p volerrolar. Th^
beax the dtte o.tobet 7, 1939
an.t \as ahe oI her td rainunE:.

tlennu D...'hb.t tgu ail

Ahhoulh Th.l.h. e\.?te.i in
land$apes. het pot!tuits, nl.h os
Nefui altt Momon. aha ethibit
ht skrl Ttu rn\tAron on thc
haLk o.[ rhis pa ran rcatls, t/en
ha, tnf dauEhlet, Jhh a phato af
htat 19 t"o^ oIoU., paintc.l br
nE, h.r tholhat, Thetona skren',
d 3t wa's oJ aE!, Dednb(

Arclhet rruh1.r .l het tipt ra
hnel, tllt olir. tt5 in rhe
cat.teh ol cethsetnane Irainnlett

Atas*M LokP t96as Ail

Ih 1962 Th.lono atd het h's
batd taok a nir @ Atoska.

rtu heaub olthea!n!t! s.
ltprivared het she painted

sererul Alaskor sceres. Th6

lar.tit" ol he^ dhd h"ns ih
h.r hriht tuotn.



In The Service Of Her God
Thdona Davina sr*cns, a

slong belider in th. Book of
Momor md a fairhful disciple ol
Jesls Christ, lived be! liie follos-
ins Kns Benjamin\ advice round
in Mosiah li49: "$hen ye.r. in
the sedice of yoDr lellos beings,
ye &e only in tbe sefltce of your
cod.' sh. devoted her late.t,
tin., and enersies 10 sePin!

Thelona Nicoll was bom on
March 12, I90l lo P&.na wbo
{e!e bolh nedben ot rhe
Reorsdiad Chrch of Isus
chrid ofLatter Day saints, As
Th.lona naluled, she cme to ap
prsiate the sift of bcing born to
pdenls ,ho aeepr.d the Sospel

Ssious illhes$s plagued
Thelona\ childhood. When she
*as ten yeds old, her molhcr
took h.r ro vhit Indepeldence,
Missouri, Thelo.a becme v.ry ill
on tb. rain- Aire! they a ved,
th. eldcr sere called to ad

sh. recallcd how she fclt 4
th.y prayed-she wdted io know
nore about Jesus. An i.stanl
healiry rook place, dd sbe ndet
acain had that ailnent. A. lhe
clos of the p@yer, Thelona asked
for baptisn. Sho and her sister
venna wcre baDiad at lhe Stone

Her early childhood *as sp.nt
in Canada, Texd, dd Missouri.
As a youns adult, she *em io
Florida 10 spend lhe ntet. Here

seprmber 1923, FEderic* L.
slevcns, Thoronly cbild tr6 a
daugbrei, Venna M. Johnson,
nmed for Thelona\ sister Venna.

A lime came vhen Tbelona
iealiad she w6 dritiin8 avay
flon the church, In a nonent or
dep coniinion, she promised rhe
l,.d sh. rould $udy rhe Scrip
rules one honr a day. Tbus besu

Venm M, Johmon

a lileline ofjoy in lemin8 Codk
word, She loqed to sbare rhar
she vd le&ning, but rhis did not
hatpen lntil nine yetrs lal.r *hcn
the fdily nov.d to Ind.p.n-
dence. Shonly after the move,
Th.lom wd ask.d ro hclp in the
Depa(menl of Relieious Educa
lion durins an enersedcY snua-
rion, she Etired 25 yeds lars
havin! seded in sever.l diff.renl

As director of the leade6hip
training work, she w6 largely
responlible for th. plannins ad
dev.lopnenl of the chri$iat
Educaiion and Leade$hip TEin-
ing Crfticulun. A commenl rela
tive to this study prosram ap
pe^ted tn rhe 'ai.ts' Htdld l{pril
30, 1951, p.2): Throush her
$imulus, nany pereods through-
out the church have tak.n
credilable @uses of nudy lo ber
td prcptre thm for vdious posi
tions oi leadership in rhechurcb.
WbiL rhis proeram functioned,
heraly rhousnds oi individuals
look corespondac. cousd, and
study groups werc olcanized
rbroughout rh. united stales and
Cadada, sitb some in Ensland

When in 1954 LeadeNhip
TBining wa conbined sith
Prie$hood Educarion od trds
teired to the School of tbe
Resoration, Tielona $rved as tbe
.ditor of Crrdelir$, a nontbly
leadsship publicatio., fot rwo

In the $dner ot 1955, the
Fnn Piesidency r.quested Thelona
to head a new *ivie, Ministry to
rhe Bli.d. (R.ad more about h.r
*ork with the blind on p. 16in
rhis issue.) Aflq 12 yetrs in.his

In 1968, Roy Weldon eohled
Thelona\ aid tor the Foundation
lor Resedcb on Ancicnt Ameica.
She *as .leted pEsident, a.d

*R.d in rhat capacity unlil ber
deaih in 1939, Motivated bydin-
tensc desile thal6 ndy people
N posible cooe io lnov md lovc
the Book ofMoloon as she did,
Thelom always *arched for rh.
t€st uays to rcconplkh this.
Throqh her fasightedne$, th.
Foundarion exDmded ils outeach
acfivni.s 10 touch lhe lives of

Perhaps, rhougn, Thelona hd
had nor inflnence o. peplct
livs rhrough her many wrnings
dd reachings. Her best-*nom
sritinls are a;rk Strd?r md
B@k oJ Motnah studies.

Although Thclom nastered
BBille, enabling her ro teach,
*hich she did lor more thd l0
y@s, mod ol hd tachi.g wd of
rhe Three Slandard Books. Along
wnh reBula clNes ar Eunions,
stake wooen's Departmenl
deetings, irslitutes bolh local atd
national, dd congr.gational
cldses, Thelona laushl a cburch
school clN at the Stone Churcb
tor noie than 42 yeds, Thelona,
alsays sgd ro tell of Cod\
goodne$ md ol her appteciation
for rhe opporlunilies she had to
sene him, raushr until.he late

Hq fin.l wish ws for a
ftenorial to our f,ord .res$ chrhr
ihsead of a funerl. She vrote,
..It is my insisldt request that lhe
oriy rference to 6e b., "rrdo,,
loved het Lord and sousht to

or God, and b.hold, I r.ll

ldr rhir rbd y..rc in rh!
*nic. of yor Lllow b.irss,

zE,
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11*odd b. 6y ror us 10
udt ro pm Th.lona upon a
D.deral, but rhat {ould be
phylically inpo$ible. Shc rould
jump orr den befole wc nad her
brlanc.d inro posidon, Thelona
*a a nod6l pmon, givi.g rI
credi to Cod for any hinktry she
was able to nake to orbes.

I bsde acquainLd with
Thelona as a lelloq mploye in
rbe Dcparhenl of R.lBrour
Education in the fal of 1915.
Th.lona w.lefted fte wamly,
w.h lhouen she knw Las hiftd
ar a hieler salary thd rh. wd
mting, Shc showed noi a spec*

Through ih. yeds, I *s co.-
stddy m*d at Th.lonat abilily
ro do smingly dlthing, edily
ed cfficienlly. Once Th.loM {6
drivins sode ot us to a mding-
Seils a parking place, sh. quick-
It swug lh. s! inlo plee, t@
difficull io. dy ot r to rry. sh.
ws dubbed a New York 6b

Thelona n.v.r w6ted
boftent. wtile talnns witb ner
dother each.v.ni4, slE com'
phed nanduork, O.ce sbe wa
maldng d elab.rar. bsd.d
design on a blous.-s161 beads on
deL gray mterial. I maweled
hov ste could folloe a paltem or
dall be.ds on ddt oaterial- She
!.plied, "I dont folov a desEnr
Ijusrhake it !p d l so alon3."

Thelona dr.ssd.nractivcly,
n liolously, modenly, when I
-ould @nfte abour one or her
$di4ly one hmdred dolld
dreses, she f,ould &s{er sn -

TRIBUTES TO THELONA

rhing like, 'oh, I sor the daterirl
for a little le$ thd rhree dollas,
dd I hadrhe butom md tim,"
She 6ad. dE$s, suiB, coats,

Beins close to Thelona ror 35
y.a6i I could share ndy no4
ston6 shosins her still, dedi€-
rion, arlistry, and bieadd or lire.
I suspcr Thelona i! nor r.stins in
Paradi*. sh. jusl "touched b6e"
for a nondt, rhcn dlcd for hd

Edna Eastd

r@l@t@t@

I rh.mbei an incidqt ii
clr$ onc day al oudsell Pdlr
conglegalion whelc Thelona had
tauglt for about sflenleen yeds. I
m ol Hamiian exrradion and a
deccndarr of th. Lamanne.
Thclona w6 reading fron rbe
Book of Momon: "And alain: I
will !.t a marl( upon him lhal
ninsleth his wd wilh lhy
brcihrcn, th.t they hay be cus.d

6 THE t4IrNEss . spine 19m



,lso" (Al6a l:11,1). Aftft readinC
lhis, she surveyed thcclas and
saw I was present. Inbediately
she said, "l wdi you lo knos
thai this does not apply to Louhe
for shc is a covenanr child ofthe

Thelona, rhank you for the
love w. shared snd for teaching
sund doctrin thar nol only
scrves the present ase but als6 the
sen{arions yer ro comc.,4loi, oe
Farewell .o you until ve meet

Louise Grcgson

l@r@tr1@

Shonly aner I moved .o In
depcndence in 1973, I accepte'l
Thclonat invnation to serve on
the FRAA Board ol Dnectos.
Because I *as preside of
Zarahemla Re*a(h Foundarion,
we disu$ed the advisabiliry of
mergins the iwo organrzanons.
weAl asreed, horcvci, there wd
enough work .o kep several Book
oi Mormon organizarions busy, I
reEehberThelona sayins it wd a
healtby sign !o have moE rhan

one orsanizadon devoted to rhe

lestinony, "Actually I f€l cx-
renely inD€ronal abofi anything
I havc cver writl.n, for I kno*
tull rell rhal Cod save de the
undenlandins add wharev$ abili-
.y I have to eipre$ these trnder
nandinss for *hich I asked him.
So, .o cRdit is due mc, and of
courue thc scdptures are all
h is , . . .1d  on ly  r  roo l  in  Cod\

@l@f@l@l

decades of a$ociarion with
Thelona, I can see how much I
grew in manY ways bccause or her
i.lluence, Her life sas solely
dedicated 10 testitying rhal Jesus is
rhe chrisl. Thi! shcdid in hfl
teachins, hei vriting. and livi.s

On oneo.casion when she was
iu and discourased, I ti.d to
r.asure her 6 ro how greal her

Thdua\Iu|hullqrel|4|fu!|!dd!

nald6 HrclE1nF tr rut oJ

contlibution had ben. She wept
and disclaimed that she had done
any more lhan any other peson. I
b.licve she rcally huobly felr thal
she had nol servcd s {ell as she

Th.lona truly Dushed torwdd.
ledtins uro. the words ofchrist,
and endured to the end. Absolute-
ly no one cd take her pla.e-

Donna Weddle

@r@rtrr@l

The sreaies innuence in lile
fo! a Christian is our SaUor Jesus
christ. By his precept, we
eslablish fules and guidelines
*hi.h bccome a pateh or blue-
print for oui lives. Thelona
Stevens established the patem for

I had only set Thelona once
shon I rcceived a.all lrom her
reuinc ne she had heard I had
besd called to the prieebood. she
inquired "Has anyone told you
your prienhood responsibilities?'

when I Eplied, No, she
Dronptly susce$d I cone ro hs
housc and she *ould rell mo.
From that deetinc ed nany
later, I leamed of rhc dedication
and responsibility or discipLship

Shoily bclole her death, I
$oo'l bcside her bed holdinE ht
hand. I told her lositive news ot
thc Foundation, hoPing ro give
her conrbn and en.ourasemeni.
Wnh an inner stlengih born lion
a life of purpos,5he briefly
opcned her eyes, looked ai me,
and almon inaudibly shisp.red,
''what about aur building? A
retercnce to FRAA\ need for a

How lonunaie to have been a
part olher life. By her endunne
dd unwavelins falh, her convtc-
tion ol purpose, she raked the
standard ot dis.illesbip in each of
us who knew hei. I will never
lorser her ot tha! $andad.

rHE trtrNEss r spnne taq)



SfUDY AI ONC WITH THFLONA STEVL\S

God has {arnsd again$ pride
in stro4languase bsause pnde n
a daruero!5. insidiols evil iha!
underdines character and deiroYs
individuals and nario.s. Unbridled
piide h self.seekins and kcacheF
ous. watcbing lor oFportunnies
tor selfish advancenent ar my
coa thoul me(Y or regard for

Se[.pnd. is Sdrni.

S.tan\ d.rermination io prc
more hinsell c.uscd bis dornfzll.

Hov sn rbon frller iion
hesYen, O Ltrcifer. son or
rt€ nomlng! hor lrt rhou

grotrnd,,..ror lho! har
sdd in thins hern. I *ill
dcnd Inlo helven. I will
exrll my lhron€.bovc rh.
nlu oI Cod: I rill sil rho

congsgstion...l elll $-
ced above rho h.ighls ol
the clouds; / til16. /ii.
the Moi HiEh (emon$is

-kriah 14:1214

See also Csnesk 3:4-5, D&C
76:li-*, and 2 The$alonians 2:14.
Even though Satan fell ftom
hcaven, he never has relinqukhed
his deterEinaiion to obtain ho.or

satan not only defied Cod, but
influenc€d on+lhid of the

DANGER
Beware of Pride

heavenly hons io do likewise, and
rhey were.an od otheaven along

asiinsr nc, sayins, Cive
ne lhln. honor, *hi.h is
ny poeeri rnd dso r rhird
plrt of rhe hosrs of heNen
lurned he arry iron me
becsuss ol lheir sgencyi

lhe D.vil rnd his rngels,
D&C 23:10a{

God's Precious Cilt of Agenc!

One orCod\ srear Bitts ro
mankind is rhe li3ht to choos for
hinselfsood or evil. Both God
and Satan connantly ?rriP us,
bur the decnion is oun alone.

ft musl neds b. thll the
Devil should tenpl (he
childEn ol men, or lh€y
could nol be seenls lnlo
lhemselves, for if they
never should hove lhe bil-

-D&C 23:l0d

The Lord God gNe unlo
man,lhrl hc shorld ftl
ror hin$lf. Wherefore.
msn could nol lct lor
himself, ssre il should b€
thsr he vs e iced by rhe

-2 NeDhl l:99.100

All rhings which !r. good.
conerh of God; lnd thrl
ehicb ls.vil,.dherh or
lhedevil; for lhe d.ril is
an enemy unto God, nd
iighlelh !3liDsl hln con-
lirually, and iDvil.lh rnd
.nljcelh lo sin, rnd lo do
rhar shich is evil con"

tinnllJ, Bul behold, thsl
*hich is olGod, invit rh
lnd enlicelh lo do good
.orlinually: shercfoft ,
everyrhing vhich invitcrh
rnd.nlicelh lo do good,
lnd lo loY. (:od, rnd to
sere hin, is inspned of

Moroni t:l0ll

Our choices are nade after thc
pronptings (cnricinst or Cod and
oI sar.n. Those who choosc
Salan\ *ay and will not repenr,
mue bccan out. Cod ofieN no
altenative. Havins chosn to
louow Saran, rhcy beome pa of

Thc wickcd Plro choose ro
disregard the Dsalnisfs counscl,
"Let noIhe rebellious exali
themselvcs (Psaln 66:7), should
beware. They will discover ihat
"they are exatied lor a little
whik ' (Job 24,24), but ir .annor
bc lanins. The mesase fron the
Lord thrcugh Ezekiel cannot be
overlooked except ai great Deril ro

"Thus sdlh the Lord Cod:

|!k olf rhe crosn , . . exalr
him lhrl is low. lnd lbse

bekicl ll:26

The mighly Nebuchadnezzar
kne* *hai n meant to be abded.
After his grsat huniliation (Daniel

Nov I Nebuchldnezr
D6iss rnd exlol rnd honor
lhe Xine ol hereen, all
sho$ Rorks rre lrulh,
rnd hir 

"116judsn.nli



md thos. ihrt sdk in
prid. ho h rble lo abse.

-Deniel4:37

Jesus daciibed the Phaisees

All lhelr {0116 lhe} do to

phyl.doriq rnd cnllrge

3rfrsnc, ind love lhe up-
pernmt oom rl ltsls,
Ed lhe chief s..b in lhe

-Maffier 23:4

lesuJ warnins dte eand forever,
''whosoevei shaU exalt hidself
shall be abased" (Mart, 2l:9).
Pride Gelrexsltation) rcPrcsent
rhe exact opposite of codl

O.e pe6on, blinded by
prid.iul anbilion lor a rop honor,
sc.ificed his character in order to
rhi.ve his goal. Finally. realia-
rion came to hid hoR lar he had
stlayed fron rishteoNne$. with
his rcpentance, cane adnision
rhal he had lied and deliberarely
misrepremted those *ho nood in
his way. He declded rhar lhe.e
sas nothing he would nor have
done in orderlo gain his objective
while he s6 under that evil in-
fluence, Thft is rhe $ory ot no.
o.ly one peNon. Ir is tbe hislorY
oiindividuals and natiods sho are
deterdined to prcnore ihemselves
to posiions ofhonor, ia.her than
to be of s.Nice 10 ndkind.

cod could not toleFte sarant
ani.ude vhen he came saY'ns,

B.hotd s.nd me, t will b.
rhy son, d /rill r.d*n
lll n.nhlnd,,,t trill do lli
therefor., give me lhin.
honor (.nph6is !ddert).

G.neds 3:2

Aposlb Anhui Oakman said
i. ny heding, "when reading
mail fron ny dhlrict, it is done
sith a red pencil in 6Y band lor

encieling the 1t. lt is edy to ger
rhe ne$ase (not the on lne
sriter inte.ded) when thele de a
lot of ied fs and it soes quickly
into ny wastepaper basker."

Lore dd Htrnilily

.resus named the two sreaten

thou sh.ll love lhe Lord
rhy cod wirh lll thy bPn,
rrd Rilh rll rhysoul. rnd
*lIh dl lhy mhd. Thh is
lhs fi*l rnd eFrl con-
n$dn.nl. AId lhe sec-
ond ls llke unlo ir; Thou
shrlt love lhy neighbor ts

-M.tlheR 22:36J3

Codly love and humilityale in-
sepdable. One who loves God
be* of all and his fello*nen 6
hinsell cannot be suilty of s.lt'
exallation. Ee does not selfishlY
see* honor above hn feuormen,
bur see*s his brolher's welfare and
advancement. Hudility is ab-
soluiely e$ential to be rceptable
ol Cod. Eved belore ihe church
wd orsanized in rhe latter days,
the Loid declared, "No one ca!
a$isl in rhis sork, cxcept he rhall
be humble and full oflove" (D&C
ll:4b). Tbis does not inply that
one lackins lhese anribu.es cannot
do somerhins sreat md prase-
wonby, bur n does nan lhal he
.annor even 6sisr id the Lordk

can there be a Sreater le$on
in bndjlity than that taught bY
Jsus dd ie.orded by Moroni tn

All mer shdl ld.w.,.rhd
I hrve se!J.sur! rd lhal
h. hrlh hltcd ellh ne
frc. ro fre,..ir Dlrln
humi l i l y ,€venarnr r
lellelh dolh.r tn Din.
oen kngule., concmlnS

-Erh.r 5:39-{9

Christ did everlhing exactly as
his Farher connissioned hid. He

left nothing undone; he nade no
mistake. After a sinle$, pert{r
lite, he made the Derfect, suprene
offerinc. Yet after all this, *he. a
lonely seryant of his deeded
ministry, Jesus appeded ro him

lf ever a beirg had fie nsht to
feel self-elation, surely Chiist htd
that rightlYer, he was humble.
How da.e *e puny human beinss,
wirh all our faults and limilations
ever take any hono! or glory unro

Medirate often lor the deplh
oI meaning e.couched in Nepbit

.nylhtng unlo lhe Lo(t,
lrve in lhe liEl plre Y.
shdl prry u o lhe Irlher
in rh. nrn. of Chrisl,
thrl..,lhy psrfomince
my b. lor lhe wlf@ ol

-2 Nephi l4:r2

Preforing On. Anolh.r in Love

Paul ulsed brolierly love; in
honor preferin8 o.e anorhea'
(Romans 12:10). Tbn fotu-s the
exanple set by Jesls. He "bap
lidd not so nmy ashis disciples;
ior he suifered them ror an *an-
ple, prefeiiins one anorhea'
(John 4i34). Cod's say is love,
consid.ration of othe6 in love add
service. Prid. is slf.seekins and
treacherour! *atching for oppor
tunities for elf{dvmcem.nt at
my cosl, wilhout nery or regard

The desne for s.lf-poninerce
sultaced early amons Jesut ser
vaht in Jerusalem. The dncipl*
€nero Jesus asking, "Wto is the
srealc$ in the kinsdoft ot
heavenl" (Mat. 13:1). In answer,
Jes!! ser a liule child in their

f,{c.ll ye be.onv.n.d.

cldldrer, Je shrll not enler

heNetr. who$ever, lher..
lorc, sh.ll hunbl. hinscll
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rs lhis llllle child,lhe sime
is gF esl in lhe kin3dom

-Mllrhev l3:2

This reaching was no! absorbed
by tro olthe disciples, sons ot
Zebed*, *hose ftorher, evid.nlly

rh tben approval (Man.
20:24-25), came to Jesus re
questins that one son be given rhe
place ot honor on Jesus rishl
hmd, the orher on h( lefi in his
kinsdon (Maft . 20:13-20). J.sus'
rcsponse included the narenent,
"Wbosoever will be chiel anong
you,ler hin be your servanr"

God $ill rarns th€ prienhood
againsl lalse nbilio.s a.d rbe
danse* or jealousy. Speakins to
thc cldes olthe chu(h in
Novenber 1331, the Lold coft
manded, Stip yousclvcs fron
jealousics and fear, and hlnble
youselks betore 6e (D&C
6?:3a). In Aplil 1387, the Loid
drew allention to rhe sam.evil,
saying again ro.be prie$hood that
'there should be no conflict or
jealousy or authority" (D&c

God &drs *hon H. Wlll
Ahhorgh Jesus warned that

thos. rho exalted rhemselvs
would beabased, hc also taushr
tha. Cod would exalt lhose vbo
huft ble thenselvcs (Mat. 23r9).
Lall€r day r*elarion verines rhis.

I, rhe Lo.d, rn n.nlldl
od grmbus unro lhose
*ho lerr me, rnd delighl
lo honor lhos. who $Fe
m. in righl.oNnes qnd

-D&C 76:24

Read the enrire poraEiaph lor all

The s&iprurcs are replerc rnh
.ranDl.s of ho* Ood has fulfilled
lhis promise. A. early exanple is
Joseth {ho {^ sold into &yp-
tim bondage. The *il wile ol
Poriphar (an olficer or Pharaoh),
tried to seduce young Joseph, and

when he resnted her advances, she
lied abour him, rcsulriry in hh in-
piisonment (Censsis.haprsr
19-41). Yet, God honoied Joseph.
Pharaoh se. him over all rhe land
ofEgypt, there beins no.e erearei
than he er.ept Pharroh (Genesis

Orher biblical exanples ol
Codt honoring the laithlul de
numelous, Review how Cod
spared lhe lives ol Shadra.h,
Meshach, ond Abed-neso in thc
fiery funace and pronored then
in the provi.ce of Babylon (Daniel
chapter l); and how he protsied
Daniel from lhe lions, and
Danielk pronotion (Daniel
chapter 6). A good Book otMor
Fon example is bow Cod honored
rhe sons ofMosiai in rhe sishr ol
rhe wicked Lananites (Alma
l4 : l l2 ) .

Cou.des orher exanples exist
of how Co'l hs honoied and sr
alted lhose who have seded hin
lailhfully, nor only in rhe Bible
and the Book ofMormon, but
also in cburch history and in

Just s unlailinE are rhe ragi.
examples of those who have
sousht lower and honor tor
thenselves, Such jun wonl rork.
lr nevft has and it never *ill. Yet,
ha.y do.ot take warnins iiom
Saran\ conrinusd aftbition and
tbe counrre$ scnptursl warninEs
and exanlles of laihrcs. There
.ontinue to be those who, li*e
Satan, believe rhat they.an ru.
.eed in d.fiance ofCod. we wccp
in soiios ovcr nmy loved ones
who are morivated by pride and
lhe lleelins slory {orldly rc.ogni
rion offer them. Prideis wicked,
and wiclednes never was hap-
Di.es" (Alna 19:74). Allshould
hed the scripturc: "Pride soeth
belore dstrlclion, and a haughry
spinl berore a rau ' (Proverbs
16 i181

Prospenly rnd Pnd.

In rhe days oI Alma, Iirn chiel
judge and high prien over rhe

church, rhere is a fi.e exsnple ol
hos obedience brcught thc
Nephirs ro a hish state oi pros
pnny, so rhd they did prospcr
and become lar more *calrhy rhan
rhose who did not belong ro thcn
church ' (A1na l:17). Thh la$ed
u.lil they begah Readnscostly
apparelt bcing lilted up i. rhe
pride oi rheir o*n eyes" (vese
49), Then decline was mpid, lor
rhe sms vesc says that they {ert
''peseculinsi lYing. rhieving, rcb-
bing, comni.lins whoredons, and
mnrdering. .nd aU nanner ol

Thi5 caused Alna to speak
rnh grear dtcctnes ro his people

t Could r. sry,ll ye *eE

pndel I say unlo rou ir

. k lheE on. rnon8you

. O ye sort(€B or iniquily

f.$.d lo ldow th. *ryj
oI righlsousn6s, neveF
lh.la hrvo gono aidy,

shl i! suppcjn3 lhsl ye

p€Eisl in lhe Des*ution

Ys!, and eill you D.Bbl

10 fHE itrNE i. vn4 t9o0
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THE COHFLICT
(A llctlondllz.d.ccounl ol

Nephfs hearr swe red w lh loy
As hrs camsrprodded a onsside
lhe aure warers or the Dead soa,

had r rcr como herc?Then rhen
hoa s had been ad ow afier
eavino lhe r be oved Jerusa em

Was he haPPY b6cause he and

because they were ,erurn n0 w th

hs hean was so4 na He knew
only rhar lhis rhe owesl spoi on
oarlh, had becone lor hin a p ace

at dawn. Aur Neph s moulh
dropped open. ri cou dn l bel
Laman was ead nq ha { or rhe
o@up in  lhe  opposre  d  recron .
"S lop  'oa l led  NePhi , le rk  no  h is
cafreraound sharpry, ulq nq her

ooked over his shou ddr.

'But you canl eave ke rhis
Lel us counseL, said Neph

and Dan Ne' ty 10 prev6il our
qo ing ,  sa id  Laman, lhe  cornero l
hs  mourh  wankr ing  down in

ffig&,

Je rusaem,b ro ihe r  p readed
Neph i ,  Pu l l l n !  h i s  came io  a

'Do you soe how my younqer

'Oh  ,ep r ied  NsphL ,  t ha l  you

that t,ydu yaunqet b@thel

wandeins n a desed Th.se

torsaten thatyo! hate seen an

'words n la cs ndcale quoles

anget ot the Lad)\es,and how
is it thatyarhate togaren ha||
'teatthrngs the Latt b,a. dane tor
us in detirenn9 us aut al the
hantls ot Laban, and atso that we

taQoflen that the Latd rs abte to

do you hea,?who has d ed and

dare you srrame me, yo0rolder
b.olher. in tronr or allr[ese

i')
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we sha l lob la ln  an .w wor  d ,  a
new Jerusalem, a land ol promi3e
And the tim€ wil oome wh6n vou
sn knad that the ward ot the

the destucran at Jetusaten. Fol

spoken concening the desttuc

trlitled Fot beh.ld, the spxit ol
the Lod caasas soah ta stnve
wjrh rred. Doyou not 3oe?
a Eady ther hat. teieated the
pnphets, and Jercniah have theY
cast into ptlson;and they hdve
r.ught to take awaY the tite ot nY
tathet inson'ch that they have
diven hin out ot the tand.Now,
rs ren  r l€ l l you  , ' yoo  wr l  r ,p rd l ,
Mto Jerusaten, y.r shatt atsa
p€rish wrh thosa wcked m€nl

drcad, bur Jerusarem s my home
and Gods hoy  cny  l l l d  ewhet6

"Laman,lhe Lord rov.s you.
He wa.nsyou beca0s€ he loves
you. I ove you, my own brorherc
and s is r€ rs . lon  y  wanta  lo l  you
ro rve," said Nephl, !3slur n0

w ryou lo roe  me, lhon r i l l e
borha4 Laman ask€d, slepp'n0
lotuad monacinsly. _ ve had my
rill ol your endless Pr6ach nq,'
said Laman, clippins lhe lop ol
h s *e//Yeh (head covenng) wiih
h ls  hand.  lam lhe  6 lderbro lher , '
he sa d, hls ayos beoomr^o P n.
poin13 ol steel. r am ih. inheilor
ol the land." Hls vo ce broke as
he sad,  inhsa lo r .  I  le l l you .

'L4/hy you tl e judgo, you.
Now you w i l laso  pay  Ih6  pa  or

rlyou musr chodse, rcp ed
Neph swear and reaB st€amrnq
down h s rac. aven n rhe chillY
dawn, lhen gd rp io lDo /ard Go
lo  yourprecous  god and s i l ver !
Bur dd nol6xpoci lrre proredr on
or aGod you disobey ll you 9o,
you w rarso die, bur Tanerber

Fot thL. the Sphit at the L.d
aonttaineth ne that t shaLttt
spear, 'Nephi r€pli.d k€mbrins.

somsihi.g n Laman snappod
In l ramod,  he  pu  ed  NePhldown
ott h scamer, draoged rrim lo rhe
sand, and gnbbed hrs wrisrs.
au ckly wh pp ns oll llrecods on
h s oamel baA Lemu€r oaped
down, rying N€phis w sls behind

The Lirlls crowd lhal had
garhercd stood ashasl, ioo

standinq over NePhi, leqs aParl

exc6ronr  unoh ro , leopards .
''And desse rorlacka s '

Lemuerch imed n ,  aush n0 .
_Come dn, he addad as he a.d

Bui Neph, despehte io save
h s brorheG a^d slslers, and lilled
anew wlh tha ove ol God ror

tdrdroice, O Lottl, accotdins ta
ny tatth ||hich is in ne, wih thor
detivet ne ham thehands ot hY
bteth,en) Yea, even gNe ne
stenqth that t nay budthese

'God onry wanls lo save you,-

l don'r wani lo bd saved. I

A daggor, whipped oul rrcm
rho rords or his roba, cauqhl a €Y
or  iqhr  "Nooooooo l  Novef
aaa n .  No-oo ooo kman

As the riiirs band sasped as
one, oory,lshmae s youngosr
dauslrrer, eaped belween Nephl
and Laman she swunq Laman s
daoserro his sid6 wirh borh Lilrle

'K i r rN€ph andyou may as
we kirr mo lirsl lor ny lle is as
surc y bound up wlh his as yours

said, bowrnq ow betore hin Fler
eyes, rik€ atawn s, searched his

genlry, n lhar solrvoica so

wounded spnii losl n a lar
ooun l ly ' .Laman
you doing? she soorhed 'Think

lusr a minule now. rhe Lord loves
you L3man. He loves us 6l," she
implorcd her a,m gesluang round

broiher, speaking ro you lslling

Lord iry n9 ro save our lives. and
wi you have us wed sackcrolh
or mournin0 nslead ot our
beaulrlur wedd ns samenls? A

NophileLI a siab of PilY. The
aabyronians with alllhen swords

He could see onry his illle
b.otherte Lns h m whar io do. He
cau d  seeony lh6  oss  or  h  s

_ r you roiurn, Laman," Nophi
said sob€ny, you will b6
rcspons ble ror dore lha. the
ross  or  Youf lnhe i ianoe.  On Your
head wr be thedealhs or
ih.so-yourwire. our s ste.s and
brolhers on yoorhead wi be ihe

As Nephis grcal muscres

la nq irom his hands and leel
DeriveGd he 6n aftor lhem,
e^rrearrng. "Behod, speak in the
name ol lhe Lord. li rs re Lord
who re syou, Laman, nol I Ll s

'Never never!_ Lama.
shrieked, wha6ri.9 around 'ke a
tappsd r ion .  Neverwl  lever  e l
you  ie l lme wha l  ro  doagarn . "

\:{J,az L l}4

\.

2v/G}N
\,St
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N6ph"  s iunned  by  i e r

code of honor lowards women.

NephL..ariled thai rh€
evlrspirir lrying lo d€slroy
rhem coold be overcoms by
God's spkn. The enemy,l,re

Laman, bur lhe splrlt Laman
had Ler tak3conro ol hs

Ou ckly Dory s molher. Anna

same warninq lrom God lias come

nor Neph s w sh ro d ract you

_We vrou '1, ahem a €lhe.

nleieoied bui nor likd lh s-al

Somerhii0 musl haYe reacied
ra, back, nio Lafran s da*ened

pade came a ook or perprex ty

when wakiio n a stanqe pace
Reco  Lno  a i  t he  s ' 0h1o i  a  t raq9er
n h s hands. he rela:ed his
qu ve, ns sr p. The weaoon
d,opped ro lhe sand Th€tr,

'Foroive, mY brother, rorqi!e

beside his brolhe, NePh

eaped Pe,haps lh's was rhe

.econc Lalon TdQelrrer llrey wepl
solily in rhe satrtr Then Lemue
too kne t and received Neph \

L ike  0h ln ing  NePhi rea l tod

benr on t'e deiruclon ot rhem

asai^sl NePh as aOa nsr God

l r6nk  y  ro rq  ve  you.  my
bolhe,s Nephi said G s ns h s

hean whan Laman and Nephl
when rhsy asked lorQivanoss

you rorsavo and asksd loQiven.ss?

Cons'alul.horc to Anq"l, q'no'e ' u\''srr {inorcll crd Brcrda
Bevro  d i 'o  s r r  _q ,he ie . re  e

ao,  , ; r . . ' on  J . roor ,  toL  'a r^
ri;e was about ro bs d;atioved? You have io rsav.vourhomo rorcver
and qo on an eiqhlJear campinq lripl

H6reare Pa s ot thei l8tiarc:

oaddy. wi qo

AnQeLa Kinbrcll, a9e r2

rrulrr ir 5 God wrro has spared

rorq veness ol the Lod Ask h'm '

bazed 'ke  a  roya  c i iYaqa ins l

raf rands qleamed in lhe qoldei

rays. To Neph God was sav nq
'Peace, my child'en Peace There
is a new day comino A new and

lremblin9 hean. rhe te band
conli.red, shaken bul ielo'crn0,
loward ihe ient or Father Lehi rn

)i,

[ - ; " . , , "

Scour kn re med c ie and

and  lash l i gh i s . .  wourd

away lwould lake my oats

scripr!rcs so we wouidn I

wourd be sare, and be abre

wou  d  m iss  a  mY l rends

betbr pLace thai he wodd

-ch rs i y  K  mbre  L ,  aqe  14

rHE JjNrcR W|TNESS. Spins tgso



HIDDE A IIf,AL PUZZLE
Find rheren animals  h ld lno.canyou nam6lh€n?which one snol  adese an ma ?sooanswerkevon pag62.
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upon the poor, .nd the
ne.dy. rd tu *llhhold-
lng your subslmc. fron

. All ye rhsr will p. isr i'
your rjckednes, I sly
unb yon, rh lhess rre
th.y yho shlll b. h.en
do*n rnd c6l into the
fire exc.Dl rh8y sDedily

-Atmc 3:91,9t

Alma said, "l speak by way ol
.ohftanddenr unto you thar
belone.o rhe church; and un.o
thosc Rho do not bdong to rhc
church,I speak by way olin a-

Pride lhe Dornhll oI c Nation
Piide was ar rhe oar of rhc

Nephite naiion\ downfau. Pride
i5 a prosre$ive evil. as is wit
nssed by the rapid dscline unto
linal deslruction oi thh once
hishly ble$ed leopLe. Early in
Nephite history, Jacob rc.ognized
a d.neemus practicc among hh

When lhey rF lermed,
they lhink lhey c( *ise,
snd they helrken nor urto
thc couns.l of God. . .
wherelor., lhon wlsdon h

hsrrker unlo lhe coun$h

But wo unro lhe ilch, *ho
lrc nch !s lo rhe lhings of

lhe] lre ri.h, th.y dosDlse

rhen heans are upon rheir
trdsuFsi vnerefon rh.ir
lreslre i5 their Cod. And
behold, lhen lrersore shlll

2 Ncphi 6:s9{.,1

wo uDro him lhrl hs lhe
lev gireni ys!,lhd hls all

rnd lh{ vrslelh lhe days
of his pmbslioni lor cwrul

. be divided imo clascs;

. build !p chnrches nnto

*ith fahe priess and

. dcny and pelscure ihe
rue chu(h olChrhr;

. rea.h thet children not

r build up secret oarhs

The deliberale return to
wickedn6s on the pa ot sone,
aiF a golden ase ol near Ziolic
condnions, quicklY sPread and
ensulled rhe smire nation with the
exception oia fe* individuals *ho
renained fairhtul. Desiruciion uas
inevitable. Havins k.own rhe joYs
of rishteous living attet Chrisi,
the depFvitY to vhich an apa$a.e
people san* k ahon beYon']

Pride in lhe Lllter Dlyt

In the later days, the Lord
spoke in lovins-kindne$, sayins:

lf y. $el |he nchos vhich
ir is rhe Rill oflhe lrlhsr
lo gire urro yo!, ye shsll
be lhs ri.h6t ol rll PeoPlei
for ye shdl hrve lhe ri.h6
or et dlly,..lhe n.hes of
lhe etnh rft nire lo s'Y..

D&C 33;h.b

Then he spoke stenly, "berare or
pride,lest ye b{ome as the
Nephites of old" (D&c 38:9b1.

2 N.phi 6:56

Ths iccord shows (4 Ncphi
l:26J5) rhe Nephn€s iEnored
Jrcob\ and Alna\.dnonnions

! relusc to have thines in

E\Fbkd tarlb' rtwt .nqna6 \ILh al th. ontelt
jdt n*tu 6t.tt ai \ih{ " utd 't^dt lppqrt: "
b4hnnc oJ o ndbn\ b,ltit

ptoph oJM6@n{ta cda ar1
4 NiRs at p.ide otd Enitj: a

Hdy$dpiurcs'hspjld!d36^



THE BLIND SHATL SEE
A\J  j ou rh , l  ' h r l kd  r t  man \

of{hc cx.nine noies ftom rl'e
Book ol Momon, lenJoyed *!
ine picturts or rhe remains of loY
.ivilizarionr from South .nd Cen
tal America, bur I ha'l never hrd
an) kind ol p4sonal k*imony
El.rins to rhe Book ol Mormon

Laref, as a colhge nu'lent,
Nhile readins the 29rh chapkr ol
kaiah I recognizcd rlia. rhtr
cha er *as almon wholly abour
rhe Book orMornon, espo.ially
ve^er ll 12. I also recosnrTed the
lircral lulliumenr ot the pophccy
in veN 29.lhd lhonly anc. rhe
b.ok sas to come tuth l-ebanon
wo0ld bsome a lruiiful land. Pn.
iures dd anichs in Narodl
Ceos.,,"hi mrg.zines sho*cd
*fon$atioD rrosrams had
re$ord nu.h of rhc forens in

The {ords, ho*ever, *hrch
*.lly iartled my a[eniion dre

And in rhll doy lin ehi.h
the bool rlr lo comc
ronh l , . . l he  eye r  o r  rh r

I *ondered. wffe ihe blind all
hcalcd rhcn rhe Book ot Yormon
came fonh? The answer sas ob

Immediately rhert flashed inro
my mind a nemory ol Mr Crab.
tee whom I knew as a young$er
He had a unique abihy io read in
bsd in a dark room. He was iotal
ly blindl Yer, he codld scc our ol
hn obscurity and darkn*\" with
thc use ol the Brailk system.

I read the 5cripture again and
loled it didn\ say ihe blind would
be healed. l.$cad, ir said to me
that even *hi1e in rheir blind nate

fhtr,p a!?rt qruri lu nbqr kt ) !
okl4\ \6 Mr |dur r! \dL aJI

tqtlt fhtup I Na\a Darttnr e!n! 4a!tut

Ptuwd \rr trdo\rur trn h,!t queutthqrcrnlql4ala4t,.5
^ r d { o l n " f u r | 4 a \ l . h { k | . } .

lhey would $e "our olobsurirv
and darknc$" shen rhe book

Thn rhotrght was so dn'lling I
could hardly wai{ ro tcr ro an .
cycloledia ro check il $e idea *a\
va1id. Thffe I foond rhc Braill.
synen sas fir! developed in
France by a teacher ofthe blind
*hose nane {as Louis Biaillc in
rlE year 1329. l! was tirn pub
lish.d in thc ycar 1310. Thse wen

Modon was kandarcd ard

r'Llne'd fo+er rhn lnrk gem
ol inspirarion which I exlefienced
{hen rhis scrjptu.e came alive for
me. And in rh.r day . rhc cycs

obscurity and our or darknes
Teiinonr of Delbert D. Snirh

Braille Boo* ol Mormon

Ir {asn\ !ntil l95l. rhough,
thar ihe Book ot Mormon was
brailled. Due ro rhe interen and

elfois ol Alo$le Reed M.
Holmcs and rhe splendid ca
oremtion of Sistcr Mynlc Fonncy
ol Dcnvcr, Colorado, rhe Rook ol
Mormon wds bnilkd by six
n.mb{s (Lnduding Sbrer Fortney)
ol.he BBilk corys olrhc Denrer
Chaptr of thc American Red
Cro$. The task requiFd nore
ihan a year and a hall. The sir-
teen volumes which make up one
Braille.opy of rhe Book otMar
mon sar iurned over ro Aloile

Minisr! lo (he Blind

Aboul rhis rime rhe church
beean Ministy b rhe Blind. latcr
called Servi.es ro (hc Blind. In the
$nnn of 1955, ihe Fni
Presiden.y askcd Thelona D
Stevens ro be the dift.ror. Hcr
ftn rask-harnrng ro Ead and
srnc Braille {as undffiaken .l
once. wirhin ren weeks, Thclona

Work lbr rhe blind naned



fhda,o ond co|po|kn omoE nrk a|
tq the stitd dtaded th6e h nok vq Jq Nt or4, rEt ge8 rE b@k h s.o!6 b
h. Bthd Monr oJ nre, tiercnt truektas 4 baa^ 41<tokq nd{kL, \{?,!t 1!

_fron sdatcb,rr and under
Thelona\ dircction d.veloped inlo
a eell-reoCnized community and
lollduide project, serving both
membes ol .he church ud
nondenbes. Noi only were
chuch materials brailled, bul
stlet dircclories, rertbooks,
reipes, md nany orher pracrical

Elhopirn Blind Se.

One of the nos medurable
outcomes ofthe services to lhe
Blind occured in Asnda,
Erhiopia, David Seal, one olthe
Braille trainees, vent to Africa as

While there, David met

his tiend. This youns nd was
bli!d.In a .ount.y like Ethiopi.,
at tbat iine, bein8 bli.d 6eant
one wd dsdned to lite as a beg
sar 10 sleep in the streis and
rake eoch moming oyrn8 out
pitifully for enougn su$ellnce lbr
morher day. Ethiopia didn't have
any lacilities or schooh ror the
blind, or slecjal educalion.

David didnl want his friend to

becode a be89tr. He.hought if
hecould obtain a ies naterials in
Braille, he -ould be able to help
hin. He {rore ro Thelona askins
for a small packel ofmateri.ls.

Alter sone weeks, when David
received a call that be had some
corespondence frcn the srates,
he buiiied to lhe nearby pon cny.
At nrst when he arived, disap'
loinlnenr relled up iNide hin,
No packases had cone. But then
he vas ushered into a.othet room
*here he saw huge boxes filled
rith books for the bli.d. Thelola
and orhed had msnased to a.
qune them fron a nedby ljbrary
which had Eplaccd .hem *i1h

In the days.o come, nore.nd
fole boxes co.tinred to aiiive
until nor only was rhere enoush
ior one nrdent, but enoush tor a
scbool. The wire srvices rn
Erhiopia picked up thc $ory, and
every najor ncwspaper dd iadio
lation in rhe counlrY bioadcan or
printed the$ory olhow a few
leople vere tyi.s.o help ihe

David wiot. ro Thelona, "Thc

kind deeds olThelona and the
church were known throughout
rhe dci.nt empire of Eihiopia.
Thei! eilons have beed noted in
lhe Amhdic, Tigringya, Enslish,
Italian, and AEbic neuspaper
a.d have ben broadcdr on.very
radio naio. in the counry.

The publicity picked the
hearts ofothe^. Money begm to
code in fron peopl. lhloughoul
the country uantins to belp.
Belore lo.s, the fin school for
rhe blind in ErhioDia open.d,
word came to Tbelona that '1he
Asnda Scbool lor rhe Blind has
been oficiauy olened by Hn In
perial Majesty Haile seldsie, lhe
Fi$t, Kirs ofElhiopia. md nos
is in lull operation. l. his
renarks at the dedicarion, (ing
Selssie expresed sretiinde to the
people of the church for nakins

What became of Taye, the
blind youns oanl Bqause orrhe
hareials se.t, he was able ro con-
tinue his educ.tion ed even to
ente! the unive6ity. Althoush the
only blind nudent in a cla$ of

Failh made il po$ible; faith

our of obscuriy
I will prde.d to do r
msndo* wor* cnong

n.nelous worh .nd !
eond.r.,,.Ard rh. .yc
ol rh. blind shdl s.e out

lsrhh 29:26, 30
Surely thh plonise acconpa-

nyin8 rhe prophecy ol the conins
fodh of rhe Book of Mornon hd

This olicle wos codpikn lron
rotious tuur.es ihcludins the
tzitron)) oJ kvqt! Delbql
snnh, a vrhoh b' Eaet Mirhtul
cato!, vtitih9s oJ Thelono D.
Ste'ens, dn.l an oanle, Minktr|
10 the Blinl. ' in The sdhtt
Hetald, Februarj 20. t956.
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ARCHAFOIOAY
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NAKBE
A Clue to
Mayan
Beginnings

The ju.ele in

Custemala) ro ni.gle with rhe
Muhknes. Archaeolosical
evidence suppoft rhe rheory that
psllc flom hishldd cuaienala
nigrated nonh into lo*land ter
drory (ihe Pden) about 200 B.c.,
bingin8 with them a ne* relision
and the abi|ny lo vrite (willcy

Archa{lolgy allo do.unents a
popnladon erplosion in rhe
cuatemala hishlands besinning

1986:103), There is not nuch
doubt in my mind rhat the arival
ol rhe people oi Lehi caused this
erowih.I believe the Ncphites and
Lamanjres lived in hishland
Cuatenala the fir! 400 yeaK ol
thcir hislory in the promised ldd,
and ihat Mosiah about 2m B.C.
rook a new relision and lhe abilily
lo write down (noih) inio tbe
lowlands, somewhcrc close ro rhe
ciries ue *nor loday as Nakbe

Our search ibr DndeBtandins
of Book of Mormon chronolosy
and gcography moves lorward by
discoveries such a5 thse ar Nakbe.
Ho" $cn ng n our d.yr /r(

with Nakbe unril 1939. Kno{n ro
exi$ since the 1930s, Nakbe wd
explored rhis pan year by. tead
ol archacolosisa from U.C.L.A.
Scholan troE BYU, Texas A&M,
Snnhsonian Inniturion, and thc
Urivenily or San Carlos in
Cuatcmala ako panicipatd.

Ol najor inpodance, then
iindinss resulied in the realizaiion
that this Mayan city dates bersren
600 and am B.C. Thh dncovery
closely tollowing recent ex.ava
tions at El Mirador, a largc
neiehborins ciy, will cause cur
rsm rexrbaoks abour rhe begin
nings of the lo*land Maya
civilizaron io be rewr ten. Uniil
jusi the la$ yesr or so, prevailins
opidion believed rhe lo*land
Maya only dcvclopcd beyond a
simple decentElized sociely abour
A.D. 3m. Now, *nh H Mirador
daring 2m B.C.10 A.D.2tr0 md
Nakbedatins po$ibly as early as
6m 8.C., a haeologis6 ftcosnize
conphr civilizaiion. includins
large cties, nournhed much
carlicr thm pieviously unde*tood.

Anthrololoeisr David Friedel
ia(ed these new discoveries abour
the Maya arc tcvcaling with
brealhiakin€ clariry not only then
vhion orthe rorld, but also the
brcadth and conplexiry of rhen
politicalorsaniarion (Maugh

Along with rhousands ol pieces
of pottery, s.ulprures, tiguiincs,
and orher anilads, a larse
sculptured line$one slab was
lound ai Nakbe. At ten leet tall,
lour leer eide and 13 inches dee!,
it depicts two fisure! a.d a sod. a
cuiicnr rheory proclaims the
eruravins poinys. ki.s transtff
ring powfl io his son as rhe deny

These findinss recall rhe Book
ol Morno. account ol thc
Deoples ol Lehiand Mulek, and
fit Book of Mormon eeosraphy
and chio.ology. Il I unde6rand
Boor ot Mornon seograpbY cor
iecny, Lehi\ sroup la.ded on ihe
Pacilic cosst or cenral Amenca
near roday'r ElSalvador and the
Mtrbknes hnded i. Merico, prob-
ably on rhc nonh coan ol thc
Isrhnus of Tehuantepec, both
about 6il0 B.C.Illhe Mulekiies
canc up (goirg south) thc Sidon
River Grobably now known as the
usunacinra Rivff). they *ould
havc sprcad ovft the Yucaran and
the Pelen or Cuatemala. Nakbe,
in all pobability, h . Mulekjre

On the orher hand, El
Mirador, bqinning aboul 200
B.C., m.y well be acny cnab-
lkhed *hen Mosiah left the land
of Nephi (lighland Cuarenala)
and went down to thc land ot

Nate: Thanks to a rudc6
who send derinEs @neetnnts
hee dkrarerin. Pledse btstre
to include soutce, date, ahd



Miracle at FRAA 
Many who are associated

with FRAA can testify of the 
Lord's keen and intense interest in 
FRAA's promotion of the Book 
of Mormon. In November I 989, 
the Lord's panicipatioo in our ef
forts occurred in a miraculous 
way. He saved the Foundation's 
mailing list. 

Most of you know that com
puters, while capable of perform
ing extraordinary tasks, are also 
subject to staggering failures. An 
inkling that something was wrong 
with the Foundation's computer 
came with the mailing of The

Witness in August. Somehow all 
additions and changes made since 
the last mailing did not incor
porate into the master list. IL cost 
over $1,000 for the returns with 
wrong addresses. 

To discover what was wrong 
and to work t0ward printing the 
labels in-house, the Foundation 
enlisted the aid of Pat Beebe, who 
is an instructor in computer soft
ware operation. She determined 
that the version of our software 
program could not perform all the 
tasks we envisioned for it. To 
upgrade to the latest version, it 
was necessary to expand the 
memory on the hard disk. This 
was done. 

While transferring the list into 
the new software version, Pat 
discovered that the old file with 
the mailing list had "crashed." 
The list of 15,000 names had 

disintegrated. 
After spending hours and days 

trying to work around the frag
mented parts and restore the lisL, 
Pat was most discouraged. Pat, 
Carol Sue Martin, Donna Weddle, 
and Sherrie Smith talked it over 
and decided that if all else failed, 
they would hire someone to 
manually enter the 15,000 names 
and addresses again. They 
calculated it would take approx
imately four weeks of steady 
work. It would mean a month's 
delay in mailing The Wi111ess.

Each one also said, "Let's 
pray about il and ask the Lord for 
help," which they earnestly did 
through the weekend. 

Pat contacted the company 
that expanded the memory on the 
hard disk to return and reinsure it 
was working properly. On Mon
day, November 6, Affordable 
Typewriter came and discovered a 
couple connections were installed 
incorrectly. 

After the adjustments were 
made, Pat tried one last time to 
see what could be done. A list of 
13,000 names that previously 
hadn't shown up appeared. Pat 
and Sherrie {who was with her) 
decided that this was better than 
nothing even though it wasn't up
to-date. 

Pal created a clean file and 
struck the necessary keys to 
transfer the newfound list into it. 
To their amazement, 15,000 names 
were transferred! They looked at 
each other, and with tears in her 

eyes Pat said, "Thar list wasn't 
out there. I know it was gone." 

After another hour of double 
checking to be sure, Pat 
discovered that the new list in
cluded even the very latest correc
tions made since October 12. It 
was a miracle! 

The labels were printed by the 
end of the week in time for the 
mailing. 

Pat later said, "I knew the in
formation in The Wi111ess was im
portant and the Lord's interven
tion strongly confirmed this. It 
was a testimony to me that the 
Lord really cared about his 
people, that he was concerned 
enough to restore a physical 
database even down to the last en
try made." 

As the new year begins, we at 
FRAA invite you to take an active 
part-as the Lord did with the 
mailing list-in witnessing of 
Christ through the Book of Mor
mon to all people. Please RENEW 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP, and if 
you can contribute on a monthly 
basis, BECOME A MEMBER OF 
HELAMAN'S TWO THOU
SAND. 

And may the grace of God 
the Father, whose throne is 
high in the heavens, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who sitteth on the right 
hand of his power, until all 
things shall become subject 
unto him, be, and abide 
with you for ever. Amen. 

-Moroni 9:28
: ll ______ H;Jama�;�--T;�-Thousand

,

1

1 

-------------------------·-------·----, 

I/We want to contribute: 

l 0$20 0$30 0$50 OSlOO D$500 $ ___ ' 
: each month to help the Foundation advance the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Book of Mormon 
among the Lamanites, Jews, and Gentiles. 

Name ________________ _ 

Address _____ _ __________ _ 

, City ______ State ______ Zip ___ _ 

Renew your membership! 
I want to help FRAA continue sending The Witness 

detailing recent archaeological discoveries, 
testimonies, and instruction. Enclosed is my annual 
contribution. 

Name ________________ _ 

Address ________________ _ 

Ci1y ______ S1a1c ______ Zip ___ _ 

Contribution $ _____ _ 

I 

! '
'
I 
I 
I 
: 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I ' 
' 
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Thelona D. Stevens - Writings 
Paul Dca,;er epi1omi1,cd the thl')ughls of many who have writte.n co FRAA about Sister Stevens's 

death. 
[1 was with sorrow and great t.hanksg.Mng 1ha1 I heard of 1hc passing of Thelona. Sorrow 
because of 1he los.s-,hanks because of 1hc fabulous legacy of comprehensive study 
matcrials she lcr1 for us 10 ulilltc. Here was a miniS1ry 1ha1 has seldom been equaled in our 
general ion. 

Wi1hou1 doubt, Sister Stevens in0ucnced thousands of lives 1hrough her writings. Thdona'.s bes1-
known writings were scriprnral tc:<tbooks-Bib/e Studies, B<U>k of Mormon Studies, Doc·trine 011d
Cuvenonts-Churcll History R�storc/1 Notes; and 0()l·trine and Cow.>1,a11ts-Church fl/story S1udies.
She also wrote The Ughr of the World, a senior high quar1erl)', numerous study guides for leadership 
uainin.g courses; quarterlies and quarterly study helps: brochures; s1orie$ for Stepping Stones; study 
mal<:rial for the Center Stake Women for five years; Wcm1e11 's Dis1inc1iw! Stewordshlp; numerous 
.irticles for church periodicals; and or cours.r her popular "Study alon� with Thclona Stevens"
fc-iture in The Wiures:s. -

Complc1cd only weda before her dca1h. Living Wurc.•r is a compilation or Sisler Stevcns•s srndy 
articles from TIie Witness. 11 includes greater annlYtical research tha11 was possible in 1hc space 
iwail;iblc in The Witness.

Many or her books may be ordered using the rorm below. 

,------------------- ORDER FORM

l 
Materials by Thelona D. Stevens

I I

-=---�::··1 
Each Price I : Qty. Name of" Book or Item

II I 
: 

..:B::.:i::.:bl.::.e..:S::.:tu::.:d::.:ie::.:-s _________ _ _ __ __:$
:......:

4
.::
.00� $

I
:
: Bqok of Mormon Studies S 4.00 

God's Great Gafl1eri11g 

A Summary of the Book of Mormon 

Book by Book 

An Introduction to the .Book of Mormon 

Nephi, Son of Lehi 

Tile .Book of Remembrance, The Brass 
Plates, a11d /he Inspired Version 

Living Water 

Research Notes 011 the Doctrine and 
Covenants-Church History 

Doctrine and Cove11a111s-Chu"·h 
History Study 

light of the World 

Fasting 

Seek Ye First 

Doctrine and Covenaflls-World History 
Study 

Overview of the Book of Mormon - VHS Video 
Tltelona Stevens-Teacher (3 lessons) - VHS Video 

$ 2.00 

$ 2.00 
$ 1.00 
$ 1.75 

$ 1.75 
$ (TBA) 

$ 7.00 

S 4.00 

S 2.50 
$ .50

$ .50

$ 4.00 
$15.95 

$15.95 

I 

i I I'II
' I 
: 

--j $ ___ I 
I 

1990 TOURS 

Guatemala Tour II - $1500 
August 10-19, 1990 

Great interest in the Guatemala
tour of 1989 sponsored by FRAA 
spurred the creation of a second, 
similar tour. Sites wiU include the 
massive city of Tikal, Uaxactun or 
Seibal, Copan, Kaminaljuyu, the 
colonial capital of Antigua, and a 
few surprises. 

The twenty reserved places are 
filling up quickly. If you would 
like to go, please fill in the reser
vation form and send in with your 
deposit NOW! The Guatemala II 
tour is an "extra" offering of the 
Foundation. 

Gulf Coast - $1200 (Tentative) 
December 22 - January 1, 1991 

The annual tour during the 
1990 Christmas holidays will con
centrate on Olmec (Jaredite) sites 
and artifacts displayed at Jalapa, 
Tres Zapotes, and La Venta Park 
at Villahermosa. It will also 
include Palenque, hopefully Yax
chilan, and a view of Cerro 
Rabon, a candidate for Hill 
Cumorah. For more information 
write Lyle Smith, 32701 E. Pink 
Hill Rd., Grain Valley, MO 
64029. 
,-.-------------------� 

Reservation Form I III
Please make reservations for Lhc J 
pcrson(s) named below for the tour in• :
dicated. Make checks payable to FRAA. : 

□ Guatemala II
□ Gulf Coast

Enclosed is a deposit of$, ____ _ 
($300 per person for Guatemala) 
($300 per person for Gulf Coast) 

l..asJ Name First 

II I I I I I 
:I
:I

TOT AL COST OF JTEMS

ADD l'OSTAGE AND HANDLING: $ ___ i' Stftel 

SJ .7S Minimum 
52.S0 [or SIS lO SJ&

$4.00 for $30 10 $SO 
SS.00 for over SS0 

TOTAL AMOUNT FOR COST 
PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 

SEND TO: Name ______________ _ 

Stree'-----------------

City/Statc/Zip ____________ _ 
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$ __ 

Ci1y/S1ate/Zip 

Area Code:- Day1inh! Phone Evening 

Date Signature 

Namt:s or other person(s) going 
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MEMORIAL ADDRESS

SHE GAVE HER LIFE
M.notial Addt$ for Thelona

D. Ste!.$, Nor.nbet 27, 1939, at

Jesus said, "Preciors in the
sisht of lhe Lord n fie dea1h ot
hft sainh" (Psln l16:15). I dont
believe rhal I've.ver met anyonc
that nore qualifies to filthe nane
of saidr rhd shtei Thelona
sr.v.nsi so lotally dedicared ad
ors.cr.i.d ro her lord and

Forty-two yea6 i.lhis bnildins
she taqht a cla$-over lour
de€d6. Her husband *as a
pnesthood henbe! and served 1his
@.gr*arion rbiou8h his priea-
bood. Sh. vrot. how many books

I m a coDv.d to ihb church.
ln 1957 ve h3d io drive l20niles,
round lrip, in oder ro meet *ith
ju$ a handful oI sairrs, abour tcn
or niteen nemher, we ncl in a
little npnain apaddent very
huhble suiloundin3s. I Emmber
dntinclly the ficr boot ue studied
was Rook aI Motnon 5tudi6 by
Thelona Steven. I sill have thrt
little book. Tic pases ae .asised
rd tom, the brk is off, it\ held
togclher by masktne rape.

wlen ,e finished it, Be
stdred ro sudy aible srzd6.
Th6e tso books h.lped intoduc.
mc 10 th. s&ipruEs and to ny
Lord. I m lbrlulely convinced
that rhes i*o boolc, as well4
lEr olter writings, have ben a
blssinA 10 thousabds of people

Io rhe ld lqo or lhre y.as
sinc. I "salhered in," Brother Lee
Bodito.d and I, on mahy occa-
lions wenr lo adminnF! to Sister

Tbelona. Every lime, rhe goi bct-
ter. Il wasnl anythin8 ihal we
did, n *as becaus or het Steai
failh in Cod ard her stroru beliet

Being a huftble, shy perrct,
sh. lefl instrlctiohs for ne nol to
sy much abom her. Sh. as*ed de
to lelk aboui rwo thinssr lhe B@k
of Molmo! and the Lord Jesu
Chri$, whon she loved $ mnch
rhet she sar. her lit in lrying to

And so it is a lld$re lor m.
lhis anernoon to $a.d before you
to bear witnes of the Book of
Momon and it tutbfuhe$. For
the Book of Mormon is indeed a
ndvelous sork dd a sonder,
jnsr lil(e the propld kaiah said it

Ii\ not jn{ mother incide in
our R.dor.tion novedenr- The
Book of Momon bas literaly
ush.red in lhis ldr dispenstion ot

Th. Boot of Mordon is a s(-
ond *itne$ ihar Jesus is the
chrisl, our Lord has told us tha!
in t*o or mor. vihe$es shall all
rnrh b..srablished. Tne Book of
Mormon is lhat kcond wnnes
sd is ro so toselher with lhe
Bible ro coriound fals doctine-
The Book of Morhon is for the
convincinc of the Jds and the
Centiles that Jelus is.he Chrni,
the Son ofthe livin! cod.

Thk redored *ork was d.-
sjgned to pr.pde the {ay for the
second coming of Christ, and
desig.ed 10 bc lhe prepararory
work for Zion a.d his conin8
Idngdon, Thc Book ofMornon h
the Sreatee revelalion lhar hd

come to this world since the ad'
r.1 of Jesus Chrii .nd the con-
pilation of lhe Neu Testment

ll is throrgl tb. Book of MoF
non tbat we have the fulnes ot
the gospel, and it is only through
rhc lullne$ of lfie sospel that we
cd ever have zion and the
kinsdom. Thal is why this book
n.ans so mu.h to you and me.
Thafs rhy n memt so nuch.o
sist.r Thelona. She save her life
ro nudy a.d pionore ihis Srear

Sisl.r Thelona loved her Lod
s!4dy dd deeply. Her lEilh ed
nor only untravering, bnt she
al*ayr fomd joy in his seBice.

And ihe Lod .resus Christ-he
died on calvaryt crc$ so that on
November 19, 1989at 5:45 p-m,
Thelona Srevens mighl have eter
n.l lif.. The Kns of Ki4! con-
nmded fiq sPirit to be frce ilon
rlis body md ihis world, dd find
rest, Her sic*n6s and d.arh hav.
pdsed; no nore coruestive hed
tailure, no nore shonne$ of

h reahy re ou8lt to rcjoice!
I rhink we have ir backwalds, we
ouShr ro w*p al bi h becau* of
vhal a child night have ro toce,
and we o!8hl to rejoice aldealh.
I feel roday re should ruly !e-
joice becau* Sister Thelona is
with her Lord. Today she is sitb
Moses, Abrahm, hdc, Alm,
Mosiah, and the Biorher of Iared.
And *ho *nors, lomoiiow she
may sn down md talt wilh
Joseph Snith. Wouldnt you li*c
to hear tnal conv.ralion? As a



servant oftbe Lord Jesus Ch.ist,
letify to you that Shrer Thelona
Stevenl salvation is suE and her

Nor,u I ruould
commend lou to
seek this Jesr.rs

Jesus Chnsl is going ro come
bact some day-not too lons in
tie distadt furure-and trhen he
does, all eyes shau be upon hi6,
eveiy kneshall bo*, and every
lonsue confe* rhai Jesus is rhe
chrisr,.be son ofthe living cod.
when he cones bac*, he will

pe.efaring, {d say, "AJhe, md
so torth (D&C l08:lc). when he
says that, the rhole eanh will
shake, rh. nouDraitu rill t.mble,
the sraves wiu bc opened (DC{
23:7a), ad thesearill sire uD ia
derd (R.v.20:13), and Shrer
Thelona, and nany nore like her
will cone torth. They ll the.
spehd, sith lhe Loid Jesus Cbrnt
on this eadh, a thousand yetrs.

Skter Thelona believed in rhe
resurddon.I wenl back jus
rec.ntly to the lan publication ol
rr? ttlt ess, In it she had an s!ti-
cle about ihe resuredion. I read
witb sr€l intercst about the things
that were on hd ni.d .ot too
longaso. lt Fnified oI he! deep
fairh and love ior her Lord and
hs $rons belief i! rhe.esudec-

When thc Holy Cny com.s
do{n Sister Thelona wiu be ihere

viih 6ary orhe6, and we *ill toll
on then neks dd they will fau
on our neks and se will kts each
orher. The lord says in Rev.lation

And God shall fipe lrry
.ll lerE fren 1hen eyc;
lnd lheE lhcll b. no noft
d.{h, n.llh$ sroe, nor
c.yi4, neilher shlll rh.r.

Hos do we knov this? The Lord
cod has spoken and God cannor

lf Sisrer Thelona vere here to-
day, I wo d like to say this to
her. I hope that she cd hear.

sisrd Thelona, accoldins ro
the etemal plan, the body retlrns
to theeanh as it wd and the
spnn ro Cod who sat il. Orall
that is material, we ey eanh to
edth, dhes ro ash.s, and dusl lo
du$. Bur lo the Spir *e cry,
now thou a frce. Free iioh pain
and si.knes and sorori free
flon all physical handicaDj tiee to
dream, ro sing, to work, and live
and lovei free to sreer old triends
and nev, eve. lesus Cbrisr; ald
fiee to adventure unh then
forcver. Theretore. *e say, Sis.er
Thelona, goodby. unlil tonorow.
Coodbye until we deet again.

And I rhink sisl€r Thelona, if
sbe we.e here roday, rould say to
us, paraphrosing rhe words ol

And no* all those who are
ot the hous olhracl. dd
6ll ye ends dfihe eadh, I
speak to you d rheroice
of one crying lrom the

For I row bid faewell to
all those shom I love, to
borh the J.ws and the
Genriles, rhar all men shall
know tbat ny 8trn nts ore
nol sporied wirh rhe blood
oithhseneralion. For in
the end ye shau *nov rhal
I have sen Jesus, and that
he has lalked {nh 6e lacc

NowIvo  d  comn.nd
you b sek this Jesus of
whom rhe prophea md
apoils have *riten, tbat

Iath.r, and also the Lord
tesus chrtt, dd the Holy
Chon, {bich bees recold
of ihen, may be and abidc

And now t bid you au
Iarewell unlil my sp;il and
body shall remite, and I
m biought fonh tliun
phanl thrcush tbe at to
d.et you befole the pleas

Jehovah, the etemal Judge
ol both the quicl ahd.be

lThe abo'e an sctiptures pord
phraspn Jton: 2 Nephi 15:t6;
Ethet 5:3141; ond Morori 10:31)

A" oudio cNue tope oI the Jtll
menoridl turie na! be prt
.haed a1 rte $hoot oJ soinls,
520 w$l Mopk, ,ndependence,
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There's an old, old path, 
Where the sun shines through 
Life's dark storm clouds 
From its home of blue. 

Find the old, old path, 
'Twill be ever new, 
For the Savior walks 

All the way with you. 

In this old, old path, 
Are my friends most dear, 

And I walk with them, 
With the angels near. 

'Tis an old, old path, 

Shadowed vales between, 
Yet I fearless walk 
With the Nazarene. 

Refrain 

In this old, old path, 
Made strangely sweet 
By the touch divine of 

His blessed feet. 

Vida E. Smith 

The Old, Old Palh 

Oil painting by Thelona D. Stevens 

May 1982 
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