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Deer Fri ends, 

Again, it is the privilege of che 'Foundation for Research on Ancient Ataerica 
to greet you, _and to shure items which we trust will be of interest to all of you. 
It is because these things have been shared with us that we, in ·turn, can pass theJU 
on for pos3ible use by you e.11. \\te r.ot only thank those who have sent us bi ts of 
infornt.ltion from t:be to ti!l;e, but we invite· all. ,,no can do so to continue to send­
such infornlation to us. Indeed, it is by this ;1,eans • that our ne1•1sletters are ,aade 
possible. 

If yon have 
glad to send it, 
that is desired. 

a f1·ier.d wl�o would enjoy a copy of this newsletter, we shall be 
and to olace his n?.l'Je on our w.ailing list for future issues·, if 
T:-iis i� a gratis service·. 

·--T. D.S.

Resea)"ch on Ancient Alr:ericans in the Til<al, Guatemala area was lil'ged upon 
archaeolor�ists by Herbert Joseph Mangham, writer .f_or the l(ansas City Times, 
November 23, 1962 (sub,nitted by Keith J. ,·lcCornri.ck of Independence,. Mi�souri). 

"�_(r,-�ery surrounds the :-uins of Tikal, largest of the J.;a.yan cities located in 
the rugge,l, volcanic mountain;; in the !'et;;n juni;l.e. Under the debris are temples 
230 feet high, palaces, great plazas, ball courts, reservoirs, artificial lakes, 
hundreds of buildings," Manghair. stated at that tillle. 

lliccite:nent reigned ,.,1-.cn a crew cf University of Penns;ylvania archaeologists on 
November 9, 1962, £pened a tomb in pyramid No: 1, which is 15 feet below tha plat­
for.n reached by a partly restored flight of steps 200 feet high, according to 1·:r. 
Mangham. He told of how, a.:'ter only one wee1c's wo!"k, this crew opened the tomb, 
finding a l-!ayan priest in good condition, appro.ximately 1,200 years old_ "He was 
about 5 feet 6 inches in height, a tall man for those days." The skeleton was 
"surrounded ,,ti.th jade, pearls, shells, tiger skins, bits of fabric, and cera11ri.c 
vessels containing ren,ains of food--lunch for the last journey." A note explains 
that the "tiger skins" r.1ust be "t!hat they call I tigerillo I here, of the cat family, 
but not a i:;�nuine tit;er." 77,lj.15,1;,- is CJ//�eJ''d iit;r,: ",;,.51'•'11'.I.. '/1,t'J;?w;?.1/',,:>JR"J';,11., t

:.;
;,,! ,,; 

jq70 A;' The estimated a[le of th� s!rnleton wa'uld, indicate that t,his man li;ved in the 
. 1 1. o l?f Jarecii te period, and the reference to his 5ize corresponds to the Book of �·,ormon 

...-::170A;9' tatemcnts as to the size of those men. Ether (6:99) describes the,n. "And they 
y1,JotJ6• were. larg_e and mighty men, as to the streneth o.t men.11 �::\,e.'-'vttt,u�"P-.!..i'v .... ·•1.,,,1�"???

J
;JtD�I ,( \,� L?,l\�_.,\lf f;.-,o..l i� i� -f.· {i' ·�} :�. ➔f' {� {{ �.- * it.'),_:.:: iV!1..:.tldd I fh,. lt �:� 12:� 8'fr 1'5i�.\\"!

ri111'1-r/t:':l, 

Interest in T:i k.c.l by ,;r,�ha•ioloei sts ,· including the University of Pennsylvania, 
continues today. 

Timothy J. �ullivan, a trustee of the V.usew:, of Science, !1iarn.i, Florida, fol­
lowing his recent visit to this place, ,-,rote of his fip�i..i.ngs in the museum 1 s Muse 
News, August, 1970. 1-ir _ Sullivan described Tilml 1 s buildin.-;s of "great�r archi­
tectural grandeur than any in l-uami, dis,triouLed over a g!"eater land area." 

Of the Mayans, he wrote, 11We believe their wanderings began in Asia . - - . 
Some hi::;torians assume they arrived in North America across the Bering Straits and 

___, gradually moved down the Pacific Coast. Others relate their b,J.ilding techniques and 
decorations to the middle east nnd speculate that the Nayans might have drifted to 
t/orth Ame!"ica acroeis the ocean from t.f�·ica. In any case, the rich soil or the 
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Yucatan Peninsula turned them from hunt�s to farn1e1·-hunters about 600 B.C • • • . 
the Mayans created a super::.or intellectual environment, 1,1.th elaborately designed 
and constructed buildings at about 007locations froi,1 Yucatan southward to the 
Pacific. Of these sites, 'i'ikal is the largest fand most spectacular; it is the 
ceremonial center. For about a thousand years the Mayans built Ti)<al continuously. 
Then, abruptly, construction stopped. Partially erected buildings were left in-
complete. u * .St!,,&Jr.;( /,l rf."-:.t;;, t7 /J.(/rA ,(,r {..Apf,o>< t!Jr),,,i op, -!1,}15 1,ry✓-,,,,, 

, . 

/.ir. Sullivan was obviously impressed by evidences in the ruins. of "temples, 
plazas, palaces, steam baths, water reservoirs, ball courts, causeways and other 
things, "hose use we can only guess. 11 He described a "variety of elevations" as 
the builders had constructed "platforms built up from the jungle floor, sometimes 
covering a dozen acres, 11 most of ,,hich is still "thick w:i. th vines and trees, wait­
ing for future archaeologists, 1 1 since "a mere sample" clearine has been accomplished 
by Guatemala and the University of i'ennsylvania in the last 13 years. 

Hr. Sullivan estimated Central Tikal as coverine about six square miles ;..1.th 
3,000 structures entirely in  stone (no metal having been used), and ,1tlore than 200 
inscribed monuments. '!'hen llr . .3ulli van makes these observations: "Shortly after 
Tikal collapsed, the monuments were van::klized. Particular targets were the faces 
of men, perhaps rulers or leaders, once prominently carved in the stone. Other 
monwnents had chunks of stone gouged fro1,1 their bases or the feet of figures 
knocked off. . . . One theory is th:it the desecra tors smashed the faces or feet of 
the sculptured figures as an act of defiance. Perhaps it was to break so111e imagi­
nary relieious or very real civil poHet·, 11 and then he questions, "li, so, why?" 

:• .. 
Mr. S'11.livan might be s,.r �prised at the accuracy of his guess as, to· the 

religious and civil war if he were to read the Book of Mormon account· of the final 
battles 'oetween Ne;ihites and La,nanites. '.,e are confident that many_ of, his, .,�., 
questions would be logically answered. 

Our thanks is extended to our good friends, Dr. and Mrs. R. W. Arnold of 
Miami, Florida, for the Muse News containing this ite;u. , , . , • •·,

,,,

Also contr;ibuted by Dr. and I·1rs. Arnold is an item fro111 the Miami Herald, 
dated Auguf'.t 10, 1970, having to do with discoveries by Charles Lacotabe concerning 
some of th� carvings inside caves on the uutch Antilles islands of Bonaire, Cu­
racao, and Aruba, "based o n  Mayan hieroglyµhics. 11 

Mr. Lacombe, a former rnili tary cryptograph·er, one of Florida's most knowledge­
able authorities on Mayan influence, and an "acknowledged expert on the still;:

undeciphered Mayan language, 11 claims to have recognized "two or three .Ma:;·an hiero­
glyµhics . 11 Although these two or three symbols meant s011,ething to Mr. Lacoiabe, he 
was greatly puzzled. Up to this time there had been no linking of 1'1.ayan civiliza­
tion south of Honduras, according to Richard Pothier, science writer for the Miami 
Herald, �.no theorized thnt small groups of Mayan traders may have gone farther 
south than Honduras, but he pointed out, "Mayan hieroglyphics were never carved by 
tradesmen-only by a I priest class I of educated, mystic exp,erts. 11 • ,. 

Dutch anthropologists, around the turn of .the century catalogued the Indian 
hTiting in these vast caves 1-nich are still L:irgely unexplored. Some._of the in­
scriptions look like maps, possibly of the caves themselves. The Caves of· Onima 
seemed to be ceremonial caves. In the ex.act center of a community of ·caves, one 
had a carved face on i 'The red paint in the writing appaz:ently •Comes ,.from a ...
tree that's still the ,nd it is suggested that a carbon-14 dating test might . 
produce surprising ev' • JS as to the antiquity of these �-Titings .,,.,; , , :.- ,,, 



: 
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Although up to Ute present· these · island inscriptions have been a total mystery, 
Mr. La,combe is convinced that his discovery .o,f.fers .  conclusiye _pr9_9f \hat "These . , .. 
ancients really com!llw1icated with one another . - . .  it'.s-.th�· same thi;ead ,gf,in- • 
fluence.' ·It's simply another piece of 'the map. , We .can now, take. the �ya, ,,:hose in­
fluence supposedly stopped at Honduras, and move him over to:.the Dutch_.Antill�s. 
'It's a big step." ' ' • . • , ., , 

. !:Ir, Lacombe continued, "Little by little, we're learning that Egypt and the 
• Middle East, ·long considered to be the fcradle of civilization,' may.nqt be the only

cradle . .  ! it's beginning to look like Central America. may !;lave.been a cradle of
civilization/�·too. 11 . 11 • ·.?i'1• •• ,,. .... ; .:., •• -. ·, ., , , 

. Dr. 'Alan Craig,of Florida Atlantic•University's·geography dep�rtlll\lllt, co�oted, 
"It· 1<ouldn 1 t be too surprising to find Hayan influence that far froll) the M?yan main-
land. 11 

• • 

These statements by men of learning but add to.a long list of substantiating 
evidences of Book of Mormon claims.· Hor,,J ? . -.' ., 

* * * * *" * * 1f * * 

• Inez Girton, of Moorhead, Io�ia, 'vho spent a number.of years as a social welfare
worker for the Arizona State Welfare Department ,,1orking with the Indians, had an· op­
portunity to observe many of their customs. She has written of some of her observa­
tions, incl\lding the followine: 

"Upon becoming acquainted with the ·functioning of the Tribal Government o.r the 
Indian reservations of Arizona, I realized that there was a familiar tone. It is a 
•government of the people for tho people.'

"In reading of the reign of the judges in the Book of MorlllOn, one finds a 
marked similarity to 1,hat I observed. - The chief· judge corresponds to .the Indian 
chief. · The councilmen, or lesser judges, are voted•in or out as .the_case may be at 
proper intervals. No professional lawyer may participate in court proceedings on 
reservations, but every man is heard as he speaks in his own behalf. At present, 
the tribal chairman acts as chief. His duties parallel those named in the Book of 
Mormon as the chief judge. It is a ch�e of naine only. 

• 11I have asked many of the older Lamanites of the. origin of, this form of .govern-
ment, but they only say that they have al1<ays r.ad it. Some can remember.their grand­
fathers as co\lllciL'llen. One fact, too significant to be coincidental, is that this 
ilame forru of government is in every tribe, although tribes vary•so ,rl.dely in cultur� 
being almost strangers to one another. I read and inquired repeatedly about this 
during the years I associated with the Lamanites, and ·if there is any .difference be­
tween their tribal government and the Book of Mormon government during. the reigh of 
the judges, it has totally escaped me."" 

� * * * *-* * * * * * * 

A team of archaeologists- \l.'1Covered artifacts and t cols .from an archaic North 
American civilization that pre-dated Columbus by 2,000 years, it is reported by 
The Blade, Toledo, Ohio, September 13, 1967. 

This find was unearthed on a thrco-mile island in the Susquehanna River south 
of Harrisburg, Pa., by Ira F. Smith, who headed the excavation team. He tentatively 
classified the 2CO pieces of pottery, knives, arrowheads, and tools found as belong­
ing to the "so-called Middle 1/oodland ,culture which flourished between 500 B.C. and 
500 A.D." 

The digging was largely confined to the nor�hern tip of the island where the, 
inhabitants apparently st<1yed, Hr. Smith said, It was t.¾eorized that .the island may 
have been a stopping-off place fer the people 1sho traveled the river. 

The excavation was conducted by a state historical and museum commission work­
ing under a �2,500 grant frou1 thCl Metropolitan Edison Co., which plans to construct 
an atomic power plant on the island. 

-:�•U--4�*,� * * * ** 
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The state of Mississippi recognizes that "traces or Indian civilizations" 
abound in that state, dating back many, many centuries. It is clai,ued by Dr, 
Richard A. Marshall, director of the Mississippi Archaeological Survey and assist-: 
ant professor of anthropology at l-:ississippi State University, that 11A human_.·
pelvis found'near Natchez in 1846 is still considered one of the oldest human re­
mains in North America and is probably the oldest from east of the Mississippi

River." 
Dr. Marshall, ,iriting from Starkville, Hississippi, pointed to the destruction 

of prehistoric sites, Indian mounds and burial grounds by industrial and,residen-,
tial construction, flood control projects, dams, and reservoirs,. pipelines and 
transportation facilities, with agricultural cultivation as one of the. chief 
menaces. He explained that many farmers are subsoiling their fields to increase 
moisture absorption, thereby destroying archaeological evidences for a depth of. two 
feet or more. Normal plowing disturbs only the top eight to ten inches, he said, 

Dr. Marshall is pleading for the preservation of Indian "signs" and artifacts, 
and warned that untrained individuals may unwillingly contribute to 'the destruction 
by taking uncovered Indian relics from their sites. He said, "Indian relics un­
covered by laymen are usually meaningless and contribute to the destruction rather 
than to the recording of the ancient history." He said for rneaning to be found in 
the artifacts, they must be dug up and studied by archaeologists. He invited 
individuals who think they !mow of archaeological treasures to contact him at• the 
Mississippi State University or the Department of Archives. , • 

• 

--The Co1:1mercial Appeal, Memphis 
June 5, 1969. 

' : 1' 
Intensive research was begun early this year, according to Dispatch of the 

Times, London, January 18, 1970, in the Maya ceremonial center of Lubaantudin 
British Honduras. This is a B1·itish inspired Cambridge-Harvard project directed by 
Nonnan Harr.111ond, a research fellow of the Latin-/uJl.erican Studies at Cambridge and 
archaeological correspondent of this newspaper.! Sit< ,? II,, u,u.1 ,.:.,u e;,•Jl ':'.' s1<-,t/': • • 

Two-fold interest by this group centers in this area. They hope to find the 
reason for the sudden collapse of the Haya civilization in this region. Also, the 
expedition hopes to find one of the long-lost sources of Mayan jade, ;revered by· 
these anci,;;nts as other civ'llizations have prized-gold,-- .Reports have come. o�., ••• ,· 
"green roc·!:s" sighted by geologists on one of the slopes of the nearby Maya moun­
tains. Lubaantun, which means, in Maya, "The Palace of Fallen Stones, 11 according 
to this writer, consists of an amazing complex of 40-foot-high pyramids of stone 
built on .'.l.n acropolis. 

The group hopes to establish the "culture sequence" of the site and surro·unct-
ing area by means of stratigraphic test excavations. 

It was noted that Lubaa:1tun is the only major Maya site to lack sculptured 
s-re.lae--tai.l and beaut:. :"111 11'1,nU1nents bearing inscriptions and illustrations--and it 
is suggested that the �ite•r-·ctate is therefore prior to the birth of the stela
cult. • ., 

.. 
The project was scheduled to work through th� dry season to·the middle of May, 

a period of about four rr.ontl!,;. The archaeologi·cal° finds were to be sent back to 

. Britain by ship, by permission of the British Honduras government, -�hlch -allows.�
half of all excavated r.iateritl to be retained by' the excavators, ·-accordi'ng to,_ttiis 
article. It was planned that findings would be displayed in the British Museum's 
new Maya display which is to open this fall. • , , • • , 

This information is by courtesr_of Hrs. Vivian Cummins of Crescent City, Cali­
fornia, who sent a clippini,; -,f the London story as it appeared in thePSunday •• 
Oregonian, January 18, 1970. If a;-iyone shoul:i note a follow-up story of this 
undertaking last spring, we :;hall be' glad: to know about it. ·- 1 •• ';',! ,,: • 

{} * * ➔} * * * * * • ' I - •. '• •• :_, •• ii • • f ' • 'it 
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Appar'e,ntly a lllllllb.er of ou:r: lUelllbers watched with, .in'terest reports of the trans­
Atlantic crossing by Thor Heyerdahl (Norwegian) with his seven international cre1;men 
,in their papyrus boat Ra II. Thei� 4, 500-mil!\ crossing, b_egun Hay 17 at 5afi, 

'Mo:r_occo, e,nded when they reached Barbados in the'Carribean, July 12, 1970. • 
Their craft was described by the Wichita Falls Record-News (Hay 18, 1970), 

an "eight-ton bundle of straw ruodeled after the Nile .liver boats of ancient Egypt." 
The. Ra II was built by Bolivian Indians from Lake Titicaca, whose method of building 
fishing poats out of tortora reeds, Heyerdahl believes,:may have been handed down 
through a tradition acquired from the anci_ent Egyptians. . 

Heyerdahl's objective in this sailing .was to prove that a boat similar to those 
used by the ancient Egyptians is capable of crossing the Atlantic. The successful 
crossing adds support to the belief by some anthropologists and archaeologists :l.h the 
cultural contacts between ancient Egypt and the pre-C,olumbian civilizations of 
Central and South America. Thus, Thor Heyerdahl was _given additional credence to 
the Book of Mormon clai1ns, just as his 1947 crossing of the Pacific in his raft of 
balso logs, the Kon Tiki, served the same P,urpose by pro\�ng the possibility of pre-
historic ocean migration. • 

Our thanks go to the several who-sent clippings concerning this recent voyage, 
'but our special recognition goes to Major Gary Jl. Lair of.Sheppard, Texas, for his 
consistent reports as set forth in the Wichita Falls Record-News. 

·,H i}{} {.,� -Jf. if�� i*** 

The following items ·,:ere submitted by Pearl Kinnaman of St, Jo.seph, 11issouri. 

In St. Joseph's News Press, July 5, 1970, a Robert Ripley "Believe It or Not" 
, story sketches an inscribed stone and says, "Stones found on the Susquehanna River, 

-in Pennsylv�nia, bear markings resembling the Phoenician alphabet, deciphered by
some scientists as indicating the Phoenicians wrote of "a'fair land qeyond the West,"
long before Columbus discovered America.

- - - - -

. 

£��s�u .. • 

James Ford, in "The Puzzle of Poverty Point, 11 Louisiana. Alnerican Museum of 
Natural History l-1.agazi :-ie-:' Nove.mber 1955, page 468, describes a unique ·metal hunting 
device which supports Book of Mormon references as to the use of iron and other 
metals by those ancient people. 

In a mound "3 5 ti.T.es the cubage of the pyramid of Cheops at Gizeh in Egypt, 11 

was found a com:non ,-eapon, a bola, consisting of 5 or 6 weights made of a heavy iron 
ore, or magnetite. 

--
• Each weight was 1 attached to a cord about 18 inches long, all fastened together

at the ends, so that when swung around the head like a sling and let· go, the 
weights would spread apart. When one cord contacted the animal or bird,.the·other 
weig�ts would wrap their ccrds around the creature. 5cc /J1,Jrf,A-t,,, JJ,. SI'' 1/-S

·Miss Kinnaman then found that the Smithsonian Institute Handbook of South
American India_ns, Vol._ 5 ., B. A.E. __ Bulletin_lli, p. 246, carries a statement on "Inca 
Culture" (by Rowe) that "The Quecl-J\l.Sl_liQ.rd for __ iron_l.s Quellay. 11 

Further research by Miss Kinnaman gives this information: 

Lengenscheidt's Pocket Hebrew Dictionary (Hebrew-English) by Dr. Karl 
Feyerabend (Barnes and Noble, Inc., New York, 1961), page JOO: 

Kala ( Kay-lal1' -e): to swing, to hurl with a sling, to expel 
Kela (Ke1 lah-e); a sling 

* The address of American 1•iusewn of Natural History Magazine is: Central Park ,1est,
at 79th 5treet, New York, N. Y. 
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In Arizona Highways Magazine, July 1970, p. 18, 19, .rldss Kinnaman found 
pictures of Navajo National Monuments, "Betatald.n Cliff Dwelling" and "Inside Keet 
Seel Ruins. 11 In the same nwnber of this magazine (p. 12), is a statement of 
interest regarding the people. "Archaeo1ogists found evidence to support' the_'theory 
that these people were the ancestors of the Hopi Indians . 11 iri.ss Kinnaman was in­
trigued by the Indian names and Hebrew meanings, 

Navajo Indian: Batatakin 
Hebrew: Batta (Baht-tay•): something cut off, cliff, nrln, end, precipice 

ta ka ( tay-khay I) : encamped 
Indian meaning: House on the side of cliff 

Navajo Indian: ,Keet Seel 
Hebrew: Kets (Keets): a cutting, destruction, end, 

tsel (tseel): shadow, protection, shelter 
Indian meaning: Empty houses 

--Feyerabend 1 s Hebrew 
-1}*-J(* **-l'}*ir➔t-

extremity, death 

Dictionary, pages 50, '.370. , 

An article submitted by W. H. Cloven, Ft. Riley, Kansas, describing "stone box 
graves" recently discovered near Fort 'Campbell, Kentucky holds special' interest for 
Book of Mormon students due to the construction of the boxes, because of the stone 
box in which the Book of Mormon records were found by Joseph Smith. 

According to Glenn L. Koons, curator of the museum at Fort Campbell, as set 
forth in The Army Digest, July 1969, p. 61, evidence has been cr:earthed which "in­
dicates the presence of prehistoric peoples, 11 who lived in the area of the post· 
"possibly as far back as 10,000 years ago, 11 :,Several sites have been unearthed, re:.. 
vealing about a dozen burial places. "Archaeological methods have id,entified the 
skeletons of a 40-year-old woman, buried with a 15-month-old child; a 12-year-old. 
boy; two infants buried together; and a 5-nnnth-old boy," The bodies had been 
buried in shat is called "stone box graves," in which "limestone slabs form the 
sides and lid. A tmique feature is the 'shard lining• made up of broken pieces of 
pottery. For so1ue reason, 1..ell fitting pieces of pottery covered the floor of ,the 
grave but not the walls. 11 . • , • . .. , .• ; • 
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