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Mv husband and I lived in Asia (Indiz, hdonesia, and Arghrisran)
ror \ev.n yeah. \\nil. rh.re. I d.velooed a love oi thins\ ch nese
Alrhouch I letned aDprdiar,or ror .h. cukure of all of rhe{ 'oun'rie .
I fell sD$ally drawn ro rhe Chinese dtistic ert($ron

fi'i .i{e oi anine* blue and rl-. e Dorce.ri' a.d have hsd d pasion
for Chinese designs and motifs.ve! silce

w. rdumed ro th. Unned Slat s id 1976. and soon thereafter, betre
.muainted *irh a book called P.optes, Pltus, ond Prcphtia bv veaei
sinmons. I. hs book she maks-what w6 to ne- sidnng commeni.
_Ii is not imDo$ible thai thc JaRdite colonv lBveled throuch rh. Yello*
River b6in and lef1 enoucn p@ple in the vicinitv of th. shantuns
Penirsula 10 iniiiale the besinning of tbe civiliatio. in China (45)

I d never considercn thn betor.. Th. record doesn'l sav ALL the
crouD came ro rhe Dromtred land lr sas.eraialv food ror rhoughr'- 

Thd lone siould renain ro 'tor. ' nei dd'ion woulo be in hirmonr
sith God\ Dld ro scane! people o!* all rheeadh at thc lime or th.
great to*er. Th. Chinese themselvd asree their civjliation beStn
aDDdnar.ly the same time as the sr.at rose!

Thi. ioed, ato's *irh rhe r.dding ot D^co.p.J o.r 6#?.a. and ny
p^qon for rhirgc Chrn.se Dronpted m. ro a . iod\ rudv ol rri.it
chrH. whar I h.ve ds.o!ered in lanslase, s.og'aphv ocedn cr".n\'
les..ds, cuslons, and arl toros contnms the Chinese once knes the
6"oel wnerhs once d Da'r of '\e lared:e\ o' \omc orh€i g oup_ 

lhi, i!\ue br6en$ on\ one 'moll Dorion o \c evdel._ l hope i
challensg ydi to conlinue prayeliulre*dch on rhn litde nudicd subjecr.

CYU:^z'z"er/^"4

C o n t e n t s . . .  .
Chinr's Dngon .nd Mesoonerlca's F. hered Serpenl

chlnce Trudrtion oflh. Boo* ol Mornotr

Th. Mincl€ Brplisn in lalwrn

L.orirtr Ministry: AnOpportuii! lo Shde l0

Z€nos: One or th€ Mrjor Prcphets l l

Mryr t&guge .nd rhe Book of Mornon
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Foundation
News

Ebcrion or a.ew
presidenr for thc Faund ion iook
rlacea! rhe Board fteerins o.
April22, l9m. Mhhrel Gaton,
formerly sccond vi.e presidenr,
unanidously *as eleded ss
presidem. Roy weldon was rc
ele.red ft$ vice presidcnri Dale
Codlrey as second vice prcsidenti
Bea Ln.her an'l Carol Sue Madin
borh were re ekded ro rhc
pasirions ol secrerary end

The renainins board of
dtredon includ. Ella Coile,
Michacl Fricnd,S.ot Nixon.
Sheiiic Snith, Audrty Srubban.
Carol Tumq, Ronald Turner,
Donna wcddlc, Frd Weddk, and

Borome benff acqlainEd *irh
FRA \ ncw pr.ridenr by rtading
rhc imqvicw $nh him beginning

FRAA Annud M$orm.ric! Tour

Cd our your bc! arl.s, s(le
in a conlorubh chan, and plor
rhe couse lor rhc FRAA Culf
coan lour besinnins Deccmb.r
22, r990. Leaving Merico Ci.y.
rltr lid nap will be C.carila and
ns nurah Ftun rher to lzuebla,
ciiy ofiiLes, and over ro JalaDa,
lhe Arhens of Nlcxico. Thc rhird
day,l.avc Vcracruz and drivd rd
HiU Rabon, r candidate for Hill
Cumorah, and then ro Cakmdco
ta spcnd Christnas day After
eoprjng brieny ar Tres Zapotes
and La Venta, rhe rour will he.d
io Palcnquc. With good luck,
Yaxchilan will bc indudcd.

Only . lew places rerrin
open. Ityo! want ro co,ne alone,
please.6nracr Lyle sbirh Now

\\r thousht our readeN would
likc to know that Roy wcl'lon
nos rcsides al Ren Haven. Hi5
addres is: Ren Haven, l5m W.
Truman Rd., Independence,

Conmiltee Member Effns Dqre
congra.ularions ro clcnn

Scotl ln June 1990, Clcnn, a
rcmbft of FRAA\ Arehaeolosi.
cal Research Commirke, rc.civcd
his B.S. desree in a.rhtupolosy
frcn the universny of Kans.r.

Resionsl Book of Mornon Drys
Recently, Davjd Ma.odber lron
Fairhaven, Masachusexs, who
a(ended rhe ftn FRAA lesional
Book ot Mormon day held ar
Lexingron. Ma$achusens, May
r939, *rok: ,,Like mos.har
believe rhe angel m$sase, I accepr
rhc Book ol Monon on fairh
nnr, bur do.pprciate the many
undeniable physical re$amens
dai sere to vindicarc allol the
Lord\ true lrophet and add
.einbrcemenr to thc ctonal tuths
contained th{ein. For Book of
Mormon betievers. so many
proofs are comins fonh, aided by
lhe Holy Spirir, and Eiven 0 feeD
1or srensihenins our fairh and
hu,lliins courase. Thar couraec
will bc needed for a valiant
renihony olChrisi and ro be
po$erlul wilne$es oi his fenofed

FRAA reks ro sharc nor only

rcnamenr, bui also spnirual
iNiEh6, drama, and lsnidonies ar

Helamart Two Thousand
makss rhese regional neetings
Fosible. Thk year.lhree alljay
med inss  * i l l be  he ld :  one on . ru ly
14 al Arlinston, Texasirhe ssond
annual ar Miami, Oklahoma,
Ausun lSiand one in Nlichisan,
Sepiember 22, 1990, ar rhe
McMoir.n Placc {Confercncc
Cenrer) in Poi Huron, Michigar

Pld no* ro arcnd and brins
a rdendlFor nore inlornarion
contacr Michael Caro$ at 9201
Cyclone School Rd., Lee\
Sumnit, MO 64064, (316)

A big thanks Io all rho have
made special contibutions io
FRAA lor procuredenr of ollice
and libraryspace. A building lund
has now been enablished and
anyone shhin! to contribure
specifi.auy ro this lund may do so
by sendjns ro.he FRAA Buildins

Independenc., MO rt1050.

Helrnln\ Two Thouslnd
Membe6 of Helaman s Tso

Thousand, a sDc.ial grouD olcon
rriburoru, conriture rhe backbone
or FRAA. Their unyinrcd linan
cial gils and Drayeru allow FRAA
ro conrinue iis *ork otrromorint
rhe divinny ol Jesus chrir
throush rhe Book aI Morhon.

The goal of 2,000 nembe6,
nany {ho conrribuk on a momh-
Iy bask, h alnost hallmd. Wonl
yo! a\s*et the laiEhry sunnoh!
and join in rhis 'arny ol rhe
Lord?" Sen'l your contiburion ro
Herama. s T*oThousand,,1l0 N.
Plc6a.r, hdependence, Mo
6,1050, Ld us know ifyou *am ro
be a monrhly suppon$ and 12
envelopes will be lorwadcd to

whcn you join, you will
recclve a quadeny ne*rette!
especially lor denbeE of
Helaman\ T{o Thousand *hich
ke.ps you inlorbed o. hd* your
money helps.he Foundarion
advance knowledEe ol Jcsus Christ
and rhe Boot ofMornon. & ,q9t"4

Calendar

MhDi.orbhIrR4toldspddlD.ywthl'g
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fi
srpedr or M$oamehca, aue!
zalcoarll, symboljzcs Jesus Chdst.
Could rhe dra8on aho repcsent
Jesus Chrh!? Thc numsrous con
non charderistics imply rhe
likeneses are .ol coincidenral.

Ju$ as Quetzal.oarl, rhc
f.alhcrcd serpent, is rhe ftoi
prominent synbol, ai norivei
and lesendary hero to Meso-
merica (Ni.holson 1967:?3)-so
is ihc diago. ro the Cbinese.

Thc chine* mosl lhor
ouShly b.lleve in rh. piii-

rnd nrnclou crealure, ll
ls rhe bcst *nosn. no{
impo $r noril in chinese

williaos 1976:136
''The dlason, mon typical of

allthc an morils ofChina, prcves
ro beaho onc ol th. mo$
an.ienf ' (Silcock 1943:5). Archae-
ol6gy i. China has contirfied rhe
prescncc of rhc dmEon dcsicn in
earliest times, The neolilhic

t't..

Yangshao, Hongshan, and Lons-
shan i cnlturs podray definite
imas.s ol the drason (Xin
1933:10). The famous Shans

B.c. iates differ according
to author), which folloss .he
legendary xia dyndty (2205

for ex.nDle, crn be shown

Rinsed d6son..,.This
*hole i fcrre synbolic
code rpp.rts ro have been

cDDe.nn.e or rhe or'ecs,
Mitter 1936:t9

Peter David Joralemon in hh
srudy of Olmec iconography
identilies one of the Olmecsods
as no les lhan Quetzhoarl

Cod vn h serDent deity
eho is generrlly Dorhyed
silh rrim r nbura

p:nicurgr. tn olhcr vords.
CodVI Ih r f .dhef td

Many Shang dynasry tEils
show up in Mcsoanedcr. ln a
jour.al adcle, anthropologi5r
Bety J. Mesgec consideN corc$
pondi.s charaderistics of rhc
Olnrc civilizatioh (morher cuhure
ol Msoaneica believed io be the
Jaredireo an'l rh. Shang dy.any
ol China, Enumelaled, amone
othen. are *dine Gidilar
characrn), revelence or jadc,
promirenc. of lhe tiger or j.guar,
and rhc scroll-sing 6otif.

Serpenls ond birds {.r.

resrures oI lhese rnimrh
*.r. 30n.ri me .onh ined
ir lh€ iconqrrphy of bolh

-19?5:1?

The diagon md fearhered
serp.nt are myrholosical animals.

res.mbl.s rhese inrges.

plunag., Chinat draEon

dcoralion, Itowevql, resmble
nsh or snnkes...." (Silcock
1943:5)- Thre. Chine$ alhon in

a beaurilnlly illu$rared rec.nr rexr

The old6l iml3e ol lhe
dngon dlsr.rtd in ahE.
ologicd.xovdionh6lhc

lher.fore scy lhe dngon
dercloped hon lhe ddn.d

-Xlb 1933:ll
Allen and Grifnths in Tre

Aook aI The Dra|.n debare
wherher the drason evolved iiom

Il ts lnt.resllng lo consid.r

gndually ehbonred irro r

om.lime dngon dee.ner-

nsl glo.y is soheiins
remembeEd in drrtor

.nouglr! lh. suege on lhrl
the (cienl dngon m8y
hrve dqenent.d Into !
snsks. 0iher Ihm lhc
olher scy $ound h al

-1979:3
The authod of ,rsdrvrry ,/

cc,6,t a book thqt dncu$es
bow the Chin.sc laquage oi cba.
acteB rev.al thc Genesis story,
suDpoit thh idea- They ask the
qu.sion, "k n po$ible thal lhe
srp.nr, which zlrowed irsll ro be
the nedium for lucife!, (tually
bad wings ai rhis tine, and wa
.ble ro $and uprigbt?" (Kmg and
Nekod 19?9:61). Thc serpenas
puntshmenr inferc such a situ-
ation. Whar greater penalty could
be siver ro a crearu!. fomerly
.rh! N:hur1 Dan. or audaronL,

Mr! Kd*dcar iid auch. cnlonnz

frEndnd'h! of chi6! dtrectr hb



able to nov. thro4h thc h.av.B
o! *ir!s.han upon thY b.llY
shalt thou 3o" (Gen. 32O)? The
Chines chdeter fo! rcPtile,
accordins to K&3 md Nelsn,
in lude rearnas 6gute l).

I

io fly, il wd 'taken to synbolize
acce* ro the relln abov.... "
(ChildeJohnFn 1939:59). The
tns bnd nodr iound on Shsns
broDzd d.no16 lh./."3 wind
spiril depicted on shans oracle
bone inscripiions. Th./.,s wind
spilit a$ e interm.diary bellcen
heave. dd nan (Childs Jobnsn
1939:53),

crdtuE sG bcr* I ws
e.n lo sh.d lk .klD .!d
.ne4e sll3hily ltgd rd
hnniely brisht.r lh.n
b.lofr. Thls lcd to lho
b.I.f rbrr rh. sn.!. dl.d
bur '! Ebortr. rnd hid
thercfoE co.qn.Ed d.rlh.

-Allsn 1979:rr
The sip.nt was als lcsarded 4
po$e$ins rh. ledds ol lifei thus
*isdon and h€ali4 (Whittic*

The uniling ol th. bild uilh
the s$p.nt crcats s drthical
mimal. It n difficllt to tace an
daloby betwe.n thc drsson and

There cE no su.h lhln3s s
drlgos. Yer rhe drryon s
! symbol hs b€.n u$d bt
Yinudly .v.ry culture
rhmu3nour rhe bilrory ol
lh . *o r ld , . , . Ihs  d rqon

All.d 1979:6
The use oisymbols {'a visiblc

material represenrarion of an
inmatcrjal object, idea, or
lesonalily susseftd bY a sign or
nail" Miller 1953:?13) permeatcs
.ll culrulcs and civiliations since
the beginnins of reco.ded ri6e.

on exDre$ion oldeiry and its
teachings in alansible way. For
thc Chrhlid it means th. sood
shepherd for J.sus Christi dove
lor rhe Holy Spirir i pomqranates
lor fruils oftbe spiriri pelican tor
rho saclilicial Christ, rnd so lolth.

Td the uninitiorcd, under
landins the synbok nay not
occur rsadily o! .asily. Difteiehr
groups ol people develop lhei!
own synbols. Inielpreting synbols
Irom a loreiln cultlie or even a
sroup vithin one\ own count.y

Fili l 'Rq| .

Fbm the edliest tine in
sumer, EglDt, china, M6o
m.!ica, dd orhs culures, vi.gs
(or r.ath.s) havc bten add.d ro
ci..r!6 which .omally do nor
iave $i.gs, crcalins unatulal
foms. Th. btd, whici n.torally
ha winss, is ofrd conbincd with
oth.r tn.!s such 6 bulh,lioDt,
hunans, and serperl!. lotb Cnin.
dd M.soam.rica join birdlike
ldtures to rh. krp.nl fisur. ro
pioducc o drason. Crhe l4s on
Chinat dmgoD appaled hrd

Why this combination?
Autholities for both c tures
proposc nonconfl iciing ansve6.

edrhly/matier G.rp.n0 with the
heatenly/sptn OirdFa visnar
exprasion of 6a.\ inherent
dsn. .o emnunicate witb cod
in the hBv.ns dd an a.k.osl-
edg.6enr of cod\ recipl*ai
involv.menr in nan's lif.-

Qu.tzalcoall, vhose nad.
lranslates fcathered serpcnt,
regEsms ro the Mesoamericds a
8od (h.avenly) cone to d$.ll on
eanh {s.jolrne 1960:33). His
complex $mbolisn desedes its
osn adicle. It shonld be Poinr.d
oul thougb, rhol nol .verY
t arheled se.pent fourd in
Mesmerica may skdiry the cod
Quctzalcoatl (w.aver 1972:205),

For China\ dragon, because a
bnd mov.s natually in ns abifty

t
E

ir@hasabb bnd qd d.atan ndik
Phato ol prate t,t a.d bt pqni$bn
jnn r . chka. Mtdthn Dtbtnr.d in

Child$Iohnson believes the
iride*enr peacock is the model for
the/€ra bnd norif. Meso-
amcricans use the ide and
beantiful quetz.l biid as o model,
Go chrndans, lhe senlle dole
symboli&s th. Holy Spiin, a

The serpenl enbodies som.
basic characlcrktics of symbolic
sisnificmc. *hich n.k. n a
suiiabl. in.g. to conbine vith the
btd to p.oducc a drason, a.
anci.nt synbol of d.ny (Sionons
1986:276). "B(ause n sheds ns
skin, n iynbolias lesuliection

Bolh lddson $d srDertl
.E !o cornect.d }lth
lmmorrrllry-th.y.lher
Dos$ it, or csn conlerll,
$nel,m6 bolh.It ha
oft.n bdn 3wg6t€d rhlt
one of rh. Fsonslhlt lhe

r!1E wTTNESS. Fal 19n
otirrdr n6t hae tu , k. a,e vhh lsthuea '|,Fd:
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Similrrilies

Chitr!'s Drrgon
B.$ known md nod inponadt an nodf

Onc of.he mo$ dcicn. images @r)
Mlahical cleature fqtured qnh winss,

plun.s or learhe6 C6rr)
Thre nain dragons: luna. li, dd chiao

(1t3i 2r:'rr); subrcrranear,
aenal, and aquatic (6in

lnrermediary betwan lhe basc rhre le\ekl
h.arcn,.anh, and undslorld t6{? sJ

Round fiery objed (,j 3er :6rs)
Rcprcsens forces of na.urc (rr)

Shen lune spnjrual, .ontoh rinds

Furs ars luns-hidd.n trcasure

Stron8 asociarjo. wnh warer e$)

Cloud and lbund.r Dateln {2:J0)
E$ence of $rensth and beaury (aJn

Cave sifi ot wrninc €6:r16)

Benevolent toward oa.kind Cr)
Yin dd Yans desative/posirive life lones

Innodalny, rcbiih O r)
Divine nies of o*n accord rr6:a,

Healin8 (.urati* power ofcrushed dragon
hones, iat, cast'oitskins, erc.) 0:r3i,

S&red enblem of1he Eat (h $)

Emblem ot dperor (a$)
Spnil of change a.d life itself; enlight.n-

nen!, self rcalizarion (:Je)

Me$.de.ictt Fcrthcred SerDenr
Mon poverful tisure and dominmr dt

Evident in ediei civilizations ot,re)
Mrthicol creatrre, conbination ol serpent

Tiple symbolism waler, earth, and

Quetzalcoall coms down flom heavcn,
lives on ddh, descnds to und.rsorld
to nse agaf oe:er: rrs)

Sun OJ9)t Vdus/Lod ol Dawn or:eD
Lo.d ofcreative forcd/Brcath ol Lilc

Iour gods ssociat.d siih Qucrzalcoad
Ometmtl{upreme, heavenly (e,r'ai

Maya name lramn. r7:a?o)

Tezatlipqa underworld/ftater 0e:O

seashells er:a3 F: D:e)
Rain Cod Tlaloc c1t?)

Dorble squded or $epped sptals p rs) .
Stensrh dd visdodr all tbat is good

Invenred e6, sience, c.lendtr, add

connant benefaclor or ma. eri6)
Dual lorces in opposition (re:r6)

Rgbirth/saves 6ah irom dcath Cr:r1r)
Divine/Rcdcner-gives own life and

blood (e34liit,71r a;rt
tlealing, performe! of milacles oetr)

Ean holy land whence QDcrzalcood arose

Synbol and name oi p.i*t/kings 0e:7e,33)

@
lEhcIElEIEli

SouNe trd otsi! or 6ove

don a.d posibilnies 09:32)

Ther.fore ifany da.live in Christ,
behold, all tbiqs are

be is a new crealure; old thinss are pased away;
beo6e n*.-2 Corintbians 5:l?

!rcn thne \an nrnk rhe palta{ w. onstrd, taotd
dqEb an! o1 kv hdbred sry1^



Chln. Dr.gon lrom page 6
sbould not be unduly influenc.d
by an accepted sysen of slmbols

The nornal r.action ora
wedern mind to the drason as
'lhe esence ol $.nsrh.nd
b.aury (cad.r 1977:37) r bow
could som.rhins ryil like.he
dragon rep.esent sonethin! good?
Biblical te{hinss clearly pinpoinl
the s.rpent ordBson uilh tbe
devil (Gen. 3:6-21; Rev. l2:4-17;

Yer, 2 Nephi 3:9 says And a//
ri,tAr which have b.en given or
God trom the beginnins ofthe
world, rnto man, are the rypilyins
otbim (emphash added). S€
ako Cenesis 6:6 and D&C 35:3lZ
The serpenr's asocialion witb nee
life in the sh.ddins ofits old skin
may be tbc v.ry reason satan
chose to spe.k rhroush lhe seipen!
in d eflon to discredil ns rolc in

tesls Chrhr ev.n idenrities
himself wiih a selpent. why
rould Christ choose sodethins
evil to represent bim? In John
3:14, Jesus tells 'And as Moses
litred up the serpent in the sildcr
ne$. even so nun thc son ofnd
be lifted up. The Book ot
Mormon prolides greatr lilhl,

A s hs lMos?t lifl.d
uD rh. brtzon serpenl in

shrll hs b.litl.d !p eho
shotrld con.. And s ndy
N ould lool trDon lhrl
sr!.nl should liY.,.ven !o
rs nrny c ahould look
upon rh. Son ofCod, Pilh
frilh. hrvirS r conldle

fiehnln 3:4?
The Book ot Mormon ako dk-

tingunhes rhe poko.our serpe.t
senr ro plaguc rh. wandedng

seeentr' (l Nephi 5:134).
Perhsls rhe bruen serpenr aho
had *id8s. Orher references in the
Bible and Book oiMolmon sp.a*
olChrisr arising wnh herlins in
bis winsJr (Malachi 4:2; 2 Nephi
l l i 22 ;and 3  Neph i  l l :21) .  Aga in ,

Addins *inss io rhe *Dent
could symbolize Chist s tiunph
ovcr sin. wjrh hn help! man ioo

Through tbe ages, thc drason
$ood lor good and .vil. This

,hL\ tuuilda^.{ oht$ a rc" phn

i; tuet 'M. tt thrBar ya' 4o

lacility of the dnson lor b€ins
idemificd with opposing sidcs is
one ol his bon .onlusins atn

Chdsrian an ponrays the
scl!cnt a5 saian, or sin. st.
Ceoqc slayiu the drason ps(ani.
fies riunph 6Yer evil.In rhe same
culturc, the caduceus. r*o he.
rwined srtena on a vinsed $air.
appcaru as an enblen olphysi-

The dualiiy pe*isb today.
China\ drason and Mso

aneriat featbered serpcnr
exefiplily Soodne$. Serpent and
dralon cults ol.hina . as edlas
ihe learhsred sc|lcnr or Mexico,

'pieciouJ (Covarubias

Quelzltcold h rb.lord ol
lhe crellive forces, lh. rt y
ind rhe rind, rho Brsrlh
ol tlf., Qu.tzrlcorll slood
lor cll lhll *s Sood in
rhis 'orld, D.rc.,.n,
eisdom. rnd pmsperily,

Joumbia 195?:130
Cbinat dragon represens

lorces ol nature, rhesarhertr ot
clouds, rhe lain sod, As !h.
saned synbol ofrbe Eas, he

brotrghr ner liIe. "lt is common
opinion that the dragon, beins a
divine animal, dics ol ir5 ovn
accord" (williams 131.134).

who originated thc Chinese
civiliation? Could 50ne ol thc
Jaredne group havc remained
behind ro begin a ne* nation?

Jesus Chrin led thc Jaredires
from their homeland in Sumer to
lhe ocean shoe in acloud. The
Chinese depict the dragan mo$

Cotrld rhe dragon also
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"Oh, Felh€r, I too
Pagag

hav6 nolicod
orclalmod as

a chango within th6
hs set down nexl lo

heartg ol the poople;'
his lather.



llluslGled by Rlck Farley
(A llctlo..ll..d .ccounl ol

"Farh.r, whafs ooln! lo hap
p6n? question€d youns Pa0a0'
d h6 €n up tho oobblarlon€ palh
ro gf€or ihe B@lharor Jar€d.

''My son, th€ Lods w6ih wll
eoon 16llupon rh€ peopl€ ol lhls
clly, tho Aro$€r ol Jarcd
decla@d In 5 sadd.nod whlsp€r
a3 rh€y.nrorod th€lr hom€. "They
have gona loo tarlThs G@at
Tow€r hss bscome an ldollo lnis
p€oplo,ll ha. b€com€ anolrr6r
god lo lh6 f lHow 3 lows€ ars  to

farh.rc rhar man can.€do only
rh6 Lod God aid rv6. Th6
Brolh.r or JaGd shook hls h.ad

''Oh, Falh3r, lloo havo notlc.d
achan96wirh n lho haans ot lh6
p€opl€, Pagao erlalm€d 5s hs
sal down nextro hls larher, "My
rrends ar. d ii€rcnt. Everyday I
ses lrohrs In rh6 slrcels. Eten my
b331 Irlend, Joshua, hs iu.n€d
aoa n5l m.. Y€sroday he callsd

fronr ol rh. othor ohLldren. Th€y
oallm6 a oowad becaus.lr€luse
ro sl€a dates and lro3lrom the
maftsi. Maiy ol my playmales a@
beoiinrno lo w6ar cosrly ololhin!.

ob.eded se l, sald his lalher
wirh lovs in hl. ey€s toryoun0
Paqao. "Th€ Spr otAlm ohly
God has rovealod these lhlngs
unto you Now I musl pr6y as
havo n€ve. Prayed baroG thal lhe
ludqmenr or God wn .ol la I
upon our lamlli63. Trr. €rd6rs or
rh€ cry no rongoriake timo lo
p€y ovar th6 alla 6 ol o0r
p.opr€. The Lord has wthdawn

''Fath€f,Imatiaidl Pa0a0
caod ls lhe lord oolng lo
pun ish  us?  l lov€  mY l ionds l l
love my couslns, aaon and
sa€hr what will happ€n lo

"My son,lho Lord w lh.v€
m..cy upon lhoss wno lurn ro
hlm. soon lh€ lan0uaq6 of those
poople who hrve srBy.d wllbe

Lod. ThoY wll b€ sc6ll€tod lo
3nd irc upon the tace ol lh€
radd," tha Brorh.. or Jsr6d pfo.
cr. m.d to hLs fnsrborn son.
''Youf Unole Jarcd h.s ask€d m.
ro pdy ro tha Lold thar rho
raioua!.of ouf tamlLl€s and
frl.nds will nol bs chaiOed. Go
now,  my son,  royour  b .d ,  wh le  I

upon lhs Lord. sur€ry h.wrrrrrav€
mercy upon u3. Pay roryou.
youn! t snds and cousins.Ihe
Lod will hod your pbye6.

Paqaq sal on hi. b€d wllh
lears frosrno down hs race as he
rBmovod his sandals. His head

wa. heavyand hs fr id filled

He lhouohl or his playmabs
In lho cily. He thou0lrlolAaon
a.d sanh. rt rhsk r5n9u6so 13
chang.d, how will I und€rctand
lham?Wi  my i i lands  no  ong€r
beabr6  to  rs rk ro  mo? w i l lwe 3 i l l
rik€ on€ anorho? The v€ry
trrouqhl ol nol beln0 abl.lo pay
wilh m! cou3rns rs mo6lrran I
cgn stand. Farher sa d lh6 chano€
would happei 5oon, bul how
soon? whar wlrrhappen lo our
lam ywh€n lhe P.oPl. ot th6 oily
{rhd our that our ranguag€ has iol
chana6d? ls th€ Lod 0oin0 ro
sc.x€f our (aniles ro and rro
upon lhe and? Where will he
sond us? Ihe wldahess lsv€fy
danqe6u3. Th6 d6s6rl on rhe
oih6rside ol rhe nounlarns s hol

With ren€wod laith, Pagag knalt dourn beside his
b€d. Ho asked th€ Lord to spare thelr language.
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Paoag rhouoht about hts
i€rhd as ha tay down on hts&d.
Many tlm$ th€ywoutd !o nto
ih€ mouir.rns to hunt and tish.
Each yosr ht3 tath€r woutd ctimb
th. iallosl mountain p€ak wilh
hrm. A3 lh6y took€dour ov€rth3
vall6y b€low,lh. Abth€r ol J.red
wourd r.rr Pag6g abour th€ srory

1oq6th6r, lh6y l€lt c ose lo rh€
Lod. HleSptitwoutd enc rcte
rh.m wlrh tho pos€ror his gGai
rov€. Hls l.th€rlau!hi hih to p6y
wrth lalrh In th6God who h€ar3

rBmenb. r  when lw*  6 tck ,
FErh€r lald ht3 hands upon my
h6ad and payod tor mo. l w63..
rhough lho Lod reaohod down
lrcm h.aven and touchod ma, tor
rwas hm€dlaroly heated by ht5
or€al and mato€lou. pow6r. t!fitl
remefrb€r lhe look on Fa$€r!
race wh€n r aros€, w.lalaln.
T6arc came Io hr5 oyos 6. he
knert down bssido m€, pdistnc
lh€ Lord lor hls orsal lov€ tor ouf
lamrry. The spnltol the Lod was
eoslrcnq lhar ni€hl. Y6! h wa3
lh. eame Spnit th.t ttstr ehen
Fa$€r sh.6d wllh me loniohrl

wirh Ene*€d tatrh, Paoag
knarldown bostde his b€d. Ho
pay6d rorhis iam y, Hs pBy.d
ror hrsift.nds. Hs pray.d loral
hre cou6i.sj aui13, and uncl€5.
H6€Ek€d th6 Lod to spaBthek

As h€ l.ll6lo€p, h€ tel cod s
rov6rirlhls h.an, He kn.w thal
rh€ Lord had h.ad h s pray.ra.
Irrs l6nd€r words ot a ahephord s
song of p6is€ whtch ht6 morher
.rways sano lo hlr litll€ bbtheB
and sl3t.6llowod throuoh his

Greal God abov€. wrlhii, b6low,

As Pagag watched, he
saw hundrcds uoon
hundrods ot weary

wod(ers r€lufting lo
thah hom6s aflor a lono
day of h.rd work on tha

Groat lowe..
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Absa our llock3, our hom65,

Prais€ b6 unloyou lhis day.
!rysbh ovor us, Grcal God.

Pour your Splrl upon us,
And ead us ro your profris€d

a roud and pr€rcing c.ow or a
@osler awakoned Pasas as rh€
3un b3a ov€rrha criy. ourckry rr6

'vh66 s F.lhaf Pagag
3xc r€dry ask3d hrs morh€.who

"Yo0f rathor r6tt v€ry €ary ro
0o ro  undreJardds  house h is

' ' l l l !o  l  nd  h  m! "  Pa9a9

'No, my son!" Morhd rpoke
quratry but trmLy. "Your iarh6r
a3k.d m6 to k.6p th€ ramrry

@tuhed. w€ musr bo pari€dand

ll sssm€d loyouns Faqao rhar
lhe mornino houc pass€d srowry.

dorng?rhoughr P6gag. why hasn t
Fslhsr rclurned? s somelhins

Arrartornoon h. trrou0hi sbour
lhal his lalherhad rold h m rhd
nrght b.ror6. A3 ha b.camsdis.
couGq€d 5nd alrad, h€ romem-
b6rcd his talh6r's wods, Ihe
Lord ulll h6d your pGyoG,
Mo1h6r's word3 aLso cam6 to hrs
mrnd, "w. m0sr psc6 oufrrusl in

Pa9a0 had dsrtod back and
lonh tuom lhewindowlo rh. door
rn watch arrday lor hls larhor.

'1r is so hard lo bs pall€nt,"

The brllliant, hol arlomoon
sun was about to dl.appe nlo
lho w€slern horzon. A3 Paga!

hundrcds or weary workerc

lono day ol had laboron lhe

"H€rc com.s lslh€r nowL'
sholl€d Paoao to hls morh6r, as

sho pGpaGd lho ovonins moal.
"uncr. Jarcd and hls ramrry.re

s owry bul thouohtrurry lhe
Brolher ot Jar6d walked up lhe
dairoobblsslone slrcel Hs was a
laroe and miohly man, Pa0a0
notc€d his farh6r rook ng upward.
Th€r€ wasaorow aboor hrm as ho
pushed open lhe heavy wooden

Pagao tiohtry 0i pped the hands
ot hls cousins, Aaron 6nd SaGh.
Th€ Srolhd ot JaGd €is€d his
hands. Tolslsirsnc€ lsllovor lho
famli€s as lhoy wailod for him lo
spaak rhe words or the Lold.

'This mon ns Ja.od asked me
to rnqu 6 or th€ Lord wh€thar h6

it sa, whiih6rws sha so," spoko
fte Bro$er or Jared, H0 said,

cary us rorth nro a and whicrr is
.hor . .sbova a l  th€ .a  h?"

'My poop le , ld id  o ry  unro  rhe

declarcd by the poweror rhe
SPnii " have heard ihevoce ol
tha Lord.Th6 ranqu506 or our
iamili.s and lr€nds has b€en
prcsefred. The Lod has ohosen
ro ead us inroa radd whrcrr is

has prcm sed to so berore us. we
m0st b€gin io mak3 pEpaalions
rora q.earjourney. r-er usa I
kn€elloselh€r in fr ghly p.ayerro
lhankth6 Lord ror hrs marcy upon

As svoryonojo nod in prayer,
youns Pa0a0 kn€li clos€ bssda
hs larhoras ho conr nued lo
oa.p rhe hands or Aabn and
SaEh. tho powefor lhe SPn I or

'wh€re s lrrrs choce land?
PaOas wondered, as rh€y lilt.d

repenlance and Pra$tos God
wio h.arc and answeG p6y6rs.

About th. lllultraior-Blck F.rloy
Rcklsalrc€ lanca illosl.ator n N€w Yolk. H. has had ilusl6l ons in

s.v.Elnarlonsrmag&lnss,liko The NatianalSpo e Daily and Anetican

ad Parcons Schoo ot D€sion in N€w
Yolk cllywhere hs oradual€d w ha BFA in lllu6i6llon deg€6 L^ 1939.

podraLr h€ palnr€d alss6ltt6sn won lhe Grand Prize in lhe cono€*lonar
art codpolillon,'An Anis c Discovery", and was on dlspl.y lofa ysa. n
wah nolon, D.c. H6 won many awards for hls an du n0hrshrghschoor
v@re. Fick is twenlv.thros.

jlil[l:.]l

"Oo yd h.{ . t..lloonY ol
now 3od h.lp.d y.u ov.Eon.
your l..E h odd b ecompll.h
..n.lhhc h. a.nr.d you ro do?"

lam now 17y€.G o ld -T6n
yea6 a€o. wh6n lw$ In socoid
Orad€, l w$ s6lsct6d a lhe
.nO€Unrntor lor lh€ school

s6oau36 ol llli€63, I h5d b€€n
lnabro to golos.hool, but lsa
wellsnouoh, how.var,lo so ro
play pBcll.€ lho day ollh€ P€.
tonance. My moth€r brouqhl me
1o the schoor.nd dopp€d m6 oll.
on h.rsEy hom€, a car hll h€r,
3€v€.€ly dafrallno lh€ car €nd
h6i ldldn'i lrndourabout ll untll

wh€n I tound ou t . ld ldn l
want to !o on sra96lhal night
b6cau$ | was arald lor dy
ho$er, but lknew rshould. I
asksd tho Lord lo glv. ms
3i@ngth to g.r th6lob done I
n€€dod to do. ThE Lotd anew6rsd
fry p6ye6 .nd dldn't r€l my
lhoo!hls s.ndsr lhat.l0hl. I
didn\ lorgol a 6lngl€ ltn6-dnd

-Aaon Snrth
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/f,Cninese Gharacter for ToweF
-/trt\ vl tr..r.ri H.rrrtn rr.!t.r..nd sh.rrr. lnhh

L€ljs look,r lhe wod lorcr.al€.li combin€s th6
€dloals lor man,
p€fi€cl y wth rhe Scrprure in Gon6sis 2:3 6xptarn-
n! rho crear on or Adam.

''And l,lha Lord cod, rorm6d nar r@m lhod!s!
ol ihe 0@und, and b'earhed Into hrs nosir s rhe

j - + o + t  = € - \ = i a
d!' :f:::^ aM

Anoirrff sxamprs is lower l l6[s u. rhe sahe
srruaiion d6sflbed in oofsiory or Pagas and the
06al rowor. Poop. who were or ons ansuas.
unl€d ln Gb6rrro^ lo buird a low€rwtrh bridks

For  In . iancs. lh€ rad ca l {or  oroh l
w 'h rh6 Edica ro' knire ,/rJ mars
d*ea,ais tn,

onc€ a ois, rong tifr3aso, abo
peopre who rv.d n aoily, ator cs 6d Baby on
d.crd€d to bu ld a row.r so hroh n wou d rcach th.
sky. God was noi pra$6d wrrh rhls low.r.lh.
psopl€, nslead ot'cal ng upon rhe iane ol lho
Lord, warc only lrying to,,mak6 aname ror
rhedssrvss ' so God conlound€d rh6tr ranguaoe,
whlch means rhay dou d io longor und€rctand each

In olr sroryj w6 Bad or Fagao and hie famiy and
rrisidsar rh€ trms or rhis srcar rowor.Tht3 story
can b€ tound rn Ethorin 16 Bookor Mormon,

wh6n Pasas, h 3 rarher, und 6 Jarcd and ih. r
tamrrr$ and irends €ll lh€ cny ot ihe sreal lowsr,
lh€ytooklllh them w fion rocods ol th€ creatioi
ol th€ wo d, Iha slory ol Adan and Ev€, and arl
olh€r happ€nin9s s ncs th€ creallon unt lth€ rms

Inlorostrn0ry, anolh€fprac. ws { nd rhos€
3lorls., b€sld$G€i6.15 in tho Bibl€ is hrdden n

Chln€so wrrirno do6sn\ hav€ A€cs kew€ do. I
h63lhou.ands 0l.haacre6. The ohaEcl€fs 5rc
sisns carred Gdioals- combrnrna radrcars rom3

4 \ '
when we look c ose y ar the Ch nas6 crraEcte6

we dsdoverlho chinoss o^ce had Inslhand
knowr6d0d or rhe slofyoi Crca on and ovonts up io
rhe l m0 or lh6 grcar rower. How do you think rhe
chrnesg knew aboul thBs€.v6nrs? Doyou lhink
maybs soma oi Paoao s triends skyad in chinalo
b .0 in  rhe  ch inose.aron  i i s lead o t  sa i tno  e i ih
Pagag and hi3 ramiry ro irro prom sod tand?

P  I M H B B M Q C
C K J M F R A K G
Q A P E F O B H J
I C Q FA T C lv l  I
O G K O P H I \ , I I \ , 4 N
I  K  K  G Q  E  G  F  C
G O M A I R D G M
H C C G J H B N I
I P B A J  I H H A
P B A I S E O N C
L F F N A G C E I V
G D P O I E A P I V
8  A  A  R O  N  C  N  E
C  N  L  C O  N  F  O  U
P O P I F A M I L
F  P  F  A O  K  L  L  A

T}IE GREAT TOWER
Q  P  F  K O  H  L  N  Q  Q  J  I  H  E  A  L  L  I  L  S  G  O P
U  I D  E M G  J  L A  B F F O F P L P H C O H K T
E  B  H  N O  C  P  P  C  R  E  A  T  I  O  N  R  I  B  N  B  M O
M  J  A  M G  A  N  L  I  N  M  L  J  O  D  H  A  F  Q  G  S  H W
O G A A B  J  I V S C  O Q M B I  O  P Y  L B G  P D E
A H L F F C J H E  J  L N  L K O A E P E  L P  I R
O  J  B  K O  H  A  E  M  K  F  D  O  F  C  B  R  P  A  D  L  P  E
C  E  I  F B  E  R  P  I  G B H Q O G O M E  I O  F D S
G  J  I V  A F  K  E  H  K  H  Q  F  N A  H  E  I  A  D  I  R  G A
B H Q H K G D  E C  J M J U D G I V E N T C  I R R
K C H  P F C  E  B  F  K A I V l N E  I  N  P  E P  L  E  E A
O D O P H  L  P D F  N O A E L  F O L B E H N A H
E  E  K  A G  D  B  N  I \ 4  E  B  C  Y  E  O  D  O  C  J  D  D  T G
N  D  I l I  A D  J  B  Q  L  O  D  F  N D  E  A  B  O G  J  S  N E
I  E  S  P E  B O  E M  F  L H A O C C A  F I V D O M N
N  G  U  A G  E  L  E  A  O  E  O  I  B  C  O  O  I  D  O  L  Q N
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They Garne lrom tlre East

As rha sun sot ovorlhe orcat
warer, samuelsar exha0sred by
th€ t re Ha had raborcd manv
weeks to bu d 1116 bosl lr'ar
..siod in th€ sand not f i6m
whsrc ha cooked his evenino
mea ol r3h and wild rr0ll.

As hd walchod lhe da^clns
rramEs, his m nd wonr back rlvs

y€l on y y€sl6day. ts€ €mom
barad ihe day ha ll6l set rooi In
Neph re t.r lory n lho land or
ZaEhom a. Hd l€n ho should
pGach rcponra^ca lo ihe wcked
p.ople. Th€ydldn l liko whai
sam0€ said. lt mad€ lhom
uncomlorrabl€ in lha | 3in.

Th€r€ we@ angry shouls,
ou6n!. Th€y sdbbad hlh and
thr€w him out ol ihe c ly. Liks a
whippad dos, samuslp ck6d
hlmself tom tho dusr and tum€d
iowa.d his hom6land,lhs sr ̂ O ol
derea tw€r r ins  up  ̂  h  s€yesadd
runnlns down hls crreeks.

suddonly, tnmly,samuol
hoad lh€ ramlll gonlle volca ho
k.ew and lov6d.ll soem€d ro
vibrat.lhroush evary c€ lol his
bodya^d p.fti.lo ol hlr sp frl.

'wherc ar6 you sorn€.

'You know all lh nss, Lord
You know am soinq hom€l

'rwanl you to oo back lo ihe

' ' l ca . l ,  Lod lYou saw how

"Remembef Mos6s, Eioch,
Noarr, Lehi, and N3phl, mysoi?
Th€y had qrealer obstacl.s lo
ovqrcome thsn you. Y€r rhey w6f€
viciorious as you sha rb6, tor I
sharrb6 sirh you as I was wilh
ih€m. Prcphssy unlo ih6 peopre

lhe rhinss which shar pur In

sam0€ls rhoughls buhed
asain as h€.edall6d lho ev€nts
that rrad lollow€d: hls r€turn lo
the qal€, sosinA aOaln lhs anory
crowd. somahow he qndad up on
top ol lh€ wal , shout ng iho
wods ol lhe Lord as thdY rlll€d
his po0ndins hoan. They soemad

H6 r.momborod ook n0 lnto
lhe haidsom€ rac.s or rhe
mu rrluda mad€ usly wrh lratred
and othe6, sad sith regBt. hs
courd i€€llho love ol rhs Falh.r
ror lhes6 h3 waywad childrcn
and hls joy as som€ tum.d
qu €lly to s66k oul NePh lor

Agarn samuersaw slones and
arows 6ome whlsil ng past h s
body as th6 habli od mob ted
ro shur his mouth. aor a was In
v. n as lhe Lord saw lo lt ihal
samuol3 wods wonr un nrei

F nally, allsr aLl was sald,
Samue lel tha Pow€rot lhe Lod
ress€n as ihe spirl b€9an lo
wilhdEw lrom him. He jumPad

rrcn th€ warrand rlod io hls own

Be temb€d €v€n now as he
r€ca lsd rhai mom6ntlrv€ y€are
aqo wh6n hs had lorelold th€
b rlh or chrisr and ar th€ sions
a^d wond€6lhal would accom.

'Ih6 slsns and wondeB had
recenilY b€!un. All€r a daY ol
p rcach n0  un l i l sv€n lns  lo  hLs

samusraoa n (elr lh6 Lord 3 spiril
prompl h m ro i6ll ol iho com ns
ol ths Massah.Thal very ni0hi,
svon as Samue spoko io the

ad@ ^g d lsp lay  o t  b r  l l i a i l  coor
a .d  r ioh l ,  aodompan l .d  byanse c

Samuelknow lh . l ime was

TO BE CONTINUED
IN THE NEXI  SSUEL

j!sr waak3 b0rorc hs passad.wdyrn
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Chinese Translation of the 
Book of Mormon 
Helen Brotherton 

Our family was safe-havened 
in Taiwan from 1970 to 1974 
while my husband, Wallace, was 
stationed in Vietnam as a govern­
ment advisor in public health. 

The first two years my sons 
and I taught English classes trying 
to get well enough acquainted 
with the people to tell them the 
gospel story. One class of Chinese 
young adults we enjoyed very 
much. When classes ended at the 
English Language Institute, we 
decided to invite them to our 
home to continue the sessions 
because they wanted to learn 
about American culture. 

"Come to our home every 
Sunday evening and we will have a 
Bible class," I told them. "This 
will give you some background for 
our culture." 

When time came for home 
leave in 1972, a year and a half 
later, I was thoroughly discour­
aged because none of the students 
expressed any interest in baptism. 
l thought, "We're wasting our
time. We might just as well go
home.''

Before we left though, we had 
a visitor-Wang Chun-Chang. He 
brought with him a leather-bound 
edition of the Book of Mormon 
which Anna McLennan Rieske 
had given him during his stay in 
the United States. He also brought 
a third of the Book of Mormon 
he had already transla1ed into 
Chinese. 

Wang's visit changed our 
plans. His translation efforts 
impressed us so much there was 
no longer any question about 
returning to Taiwan. 

In the three weeks before 
leaving, I showed him all of my 
husband's missionary slides and 
explained 1hem to him. I lef1 1hem 
with him to show his family. 

When we returned from leave 
two months later, Joseph 
McLennan performed the first 
baptism in the Republic of China 
in the South China Sea. He 
baptized Wang and all his family, 
including his married daughter's 
family, What a momentous 
occasion! 

-��----�--

Brother JVang Chun-Chang presems a 
Chinese Book of Mormon 10 Anna Rieske 
who first gaw! Wang a,, English Book of 
,Wormon d"ring h;s sroy in rhe United 
Stares. 

Wang worked long and hard 
translating the Book of Mormon. 
Many Limes when he didn't under­
stand something, he would come 
to our home and ask questions. 
Miracles happened during this 
time, most of which he did no1 
share with us until several years 
later. So many miracles occurred 
he became almost frightened. He 
feared people would say he was a 
visionary man or a little bit too 
imaginary. 

When the Book of Mormon 
was ready for publication, Wang 
was planning, as they say in 
China, to move his house (move 
to another house). I would have 
taken the transcript except we also 
had to move, and I didn't want to 
lose it. 

In moving, Wang lost two­
thirds of the translated manuscript 
and never found it again. What a 
tremendous blow for him! He said 
if we hadn't lived there and 
encouraged him, he wouldn't have 
had the heart to get busy and 
translate it all over again. But 
Wang is a very dedicated person, 
and he did it. 

Finally it wem to press. The 
beautiful blue book ha� Chinese 
characters on the front, which to 
us is the back. The Chinese read 
from back 10 front instead of 
from 10 back, from top to 
bottom, and from right to left. 

We asked him what the last 
characters on the last page meant. 
We thought it must read "the 
end." "No." he replied. "I 
started to write 'the end' but 
changed my mind. IL says, 'That's 
all for now."' 

I told him Joseph Smith also 
indicated essentially the same 
thing about his portion of the 
English translation-that there is 
more to come later. 

The impact of this translation 
cannot be measured. Over one­
third of the world's population 
can read Chinese including many 
Asian cultures. Ahhough their 
spoken languages differ, those 
educated in Korea, Japan, Viet­
nam, and other countries all can 
read Chinese. 

Who knows the far-reaching 
effects of Wang's dedication in 
1 ranslating the Book of Mormon 
into Chinese. especially when the 
Lord opens the way for the gospel 
to go Lo mainland China? 
(Condensed by permission from The 
Zarahemla Record, Spring 198/) 

The Miracle Baptism �
in Taiwan 

Wang Chun-Chang 

The first baptismal service I 
conducted as the first national 
minister in Taiwan was celebrated 
on the 4th of July 1976. I will 
always be cheered when I recall 
the marvelous story of the water. 

Around 1hc school where I 
teach was a shallow stream 
because lillle rain had fallen that 
month. In preparation for the ser­
vice, I rode a bike to seek a place 
with deep water. I just could not 
find one; the deepest part couldn't 
immerse my knees. 

I stayed on the bank and 
prayed for a heavy rain in 1ime 
for the baptism. I felt the answer 
was affirmative, so J decided to 
hold the service according to the 
original plan. 

Oh, Hallelujah! The wonderful 
rain came just in time and heavy 
enough to fill the whole stream 
with waler. The baptism could 
have taken place almost anywhere, 
but I chose the beautiful place 
where I had prayed for the rain. 

I was nervous for my first bap­
tismal service, but afler a prayer, 
the Holy Spirit comforted me and 
moved my hands in the right way. 

When I tell this wonderful 
witnessing testimony, I still feel a 
little scared for He stands so close 
to me. It seems He always keeps 
an ey� on.me and keeps His� ears hscemng to me. �/.(-
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Laotian 

Ministry 
An Opportunity 
to share 

Sue Petentler 

The Doctrine and Covenants 
says of Zion: 

And there shall be 
gathered unto it out of 
every nation under 
heaven . ... And it shall
come to pass that the 
righteous shall be gathered 
out from among all 
nations... -45:13-14 

I believe I was blessed with the 
opportunity to share somewhat in 
helping fulfill this prophecy. 

For ten years I worked with 
the Laotian refugee program in 
Independence, Missouri. Names 
such as Piane, Khene, Prasith, 
Noudam, Khanpone, Somlith, 
Anonith, and Thene now sound 
familiar to my typical Midwestern 
mind. They bring to remembrance 
good memories of lovely light 
brown faces reflecting apprecia­
tion and untold gratitude for tasks 
and services done for them. 

Many times I felt Christ and 
his ministering angels beside me as 
I worked among these people: 
teaching English to adults; secur­
ing employment for untrained, 
non-English speaking men and 
women; teaching new food substi­
tutes; enrolling children in school; 
being present at the delivery of 
our first Lao-American-named 
Sue; and babysitting for 20 pre­
schoolers with only one English 
speaking four-year-old present. 

The church actually only spon­
sored seven families, but more 
than 100 Laotians live in In­
dependence. How did this come 
about? Because of the climate of 
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Pltovong Kltangmaly, age four, attended 
the preschool with other Laotian children. 

love and caring in this place 
families have sent for their people 
in ocher states. It has been said 
that more Southeast Asian lives 
were lost from 1962-1982 than 
Jews in the Nazi Holocaust. Given 
the same set of circumstances, I 
would have done exactly the same 
thing-get my brothers, sisters, 
parents, and countless cousins to a 
land of refuge. 

Lehi prophesies concerning a 
land of liberty. 

Yea, the Lord hath 
covenanted this land unto 
me, uod to my children for 
ever; 

And also all those who 
should be led out of other 
countries, by the hand of 
the Lord. 

Wherefore ... there shall 
none come into this land, 
save they shall be brought 
by the hand of the Lord. 
And ... it shall be a land of 
liberty unto them. 

-2 Nephi 1 :8-12

It is not an accident the Lao­
tians were brought to this place at 
th.is time. One day our Laotian 
friends will know of a surety why 
they chose this particular place to 
settle. Some of them shared, "On 
the map it looked safe. No water 
for enemy boats; no mountains 
for the enemy to hide." 

These families have known 
nothing but war all of their lives. 
Before coming here, they farmed 
on the banks of the Mekong 
River, the very river every man, 

woman, and child swam 10 free­
dom. Now, most of the men sup­
port their families by doing 
maintenance work and their wives 
and families produce their food in 
wonderfully productive gardens. 

We can learn much from these 
people God sent to his place. But, 
what more can we do for these 
people after their immediate needs 
have been met? How can they be 
taught or shown the dignity God 
intended for a more abundant 
life? We can share, demonstrate, 
and strive to bring about the cause 
of Zion. 

Once the Lao Association 
asked me to obtain a place for 
teaching Lao as a written language 
in order to ensure their youngsters 
would not forget their culture and 
history. After securing the place, 
the Laotians ceremoniously 
rewarded us with the opportunity 
LO share our Christian stories and 
culture with these same children 
the hour following the language 
lesson. 

Refugee ministry opened up 
for me a vast new concept of 
God's caring for his Creation. I 
used to feel so fortunate to be one 
of God's chosen. Now I know the 
absolute truth: chosen to 
share-chosen to teach-chosen to 
demonstrate the Zionic concept 
and make it a reality. 

My Laotian brothers and 
sisters express overwhelming 
gratitude for services performed 
for them. Many, many times my 
new friends asked me, "Why do 
you do this for my family?" 

"Because I love you and 
because Jesus Christ loves you." I 
told them some day they would 
understand. 

One man asked me, "Have I 
met this Jesus Christ yet?" 

I reassured him. One day he 
would. 

Editor's Note: Surely this man 
met Jesus Christ in Sue and the 
others who did the works of Jesus 
among the Laolians. � 



ZENOS 
One of the Major Prophets 

Rae Simmons 
Whal Book of Mormon 

reader does not recognize the 
name Zenos? It appears frequently 
Lhrougbout the book. Yet little is 
known or this prophet. When did 
he live? Why do so many Book of 
Mormon writers quote his words 
and teach his prophecies? 

Judging from the scope or his 
teachings, Zenos seems to have 
been a prophet or major propor­
tions. He tells of the Jews 
becoming a hiss and a byword and 
being hated among all nations. He 
speaks of the redemption of the 
House of Israel, the gathering, 
and the salvation of the Lord in 
much the same manner as the 
prophet Isaiah. 

What little is known of Zcnos 
one gleans from Book of Mormon 
writers. Many of these personal­
ities call on the writings of Zenos 
to support their teachings, in­
cluding Nephi, Jacob, Alma, 
Amulck, Samuel the Lamanite, 
and Nephi, son of Helaman. 

Nephi introduces the prophet 
Zenos. He quotes extensively from 
his prophecies concerning condi­
tions that would exist at the time 
of Christ's death (I Nephi 
5:242;257). Zenos prophesied that 
at that time the Lord God would 
visit all the House of Israel. In 
this instance he speaks of visiting 
them in both judgment and in 
mercy (I Nephi 5:245). This was 
fulfilled on this land when the 
more righteous were spared, but 
the wicked were destroyed in 
divers manners. 

Zenos gives unique informa-
tion concerning this time. 

And because of the groanings 
of the earth, many of the 
kings of the isles of the sea 
shall be wrought upon by the 
Spirit of God, to exclaim, 
The God of nature suffers. 

-1 Nephi 5:250
Nowhere else is it written that 

the Spirit of God brought knowl­
edge to man that these calamities 
occurred because the "God of 
nature" suffered. 

Mormon, in his narrative, also 
writes that Zcnos testified of 

things to come at the time of 
Christ's crucifixion (3 Nephi 
4:71-72). He gives added informa­
tion that Zcnos spoke particularly 
concerning the remnant of the 
seed of Joseph, which the 
Nephites were. 

Mormon makes a most impor­
tant observation about Zenos. He 
says the prophet's words are writ­
ten upon the brass plates and 
Zenos too was of the tribe of 
Joseph. 

Yea, the prophet Zenos did 
testify of these things, and 
also Zenock spake concerning 
these things, because they 
testified particular concerning 
us, who are the remnant of 
their seed. 

Behold our father Jacob also 
testified concerning a rem­
nant of the seed of Joseph. 
And behold, are not we a 
remnant of the seed of 
Joseph? 

And these things which 
testify of us, are they not 
written upon the plates of 
brass which our father Lehi 
brought out of Jerusalem? 

-3 Nephi 4:71-73

Through Nephi, the son of 
Helaman and one of the twelve 
disciples chosen by Christ, comes 
the knowledge that Zenos lived 
after Abraham. 

And now I would that ye
should know, that even since 
the days of Abraham, there 
have been many prophets that 
have testified these things; 

Teachings of Zenos 
Parable of the Olive Tree (Jacob J:J0-153) 
Guidelines for prayer and worship 

(Alma 16:178-184) 
Mercy and redemption come through the 

Son of Ood (Alma 16:184, 205) 
God's covenant with the House of Jsrael 

(I Nephi 5:253) 
The salvation of the Lord (I Nephi 5:256) 

Prophecies 
Conditions i'n this land at Christ's cruci­

fixion (I Nephi 5:242-250) 
Judgmeni on the House of Israel 

(I Nephi 5:245-248) 
Persecution of the Jews (I Nephi 5:252) 
The gathering (I Nephi S:2SS)

Redemp1ion of the Rouse of Israel 
(I Nephi 5:253-256) 

Lamaniles restored to a knowledge of 
the truth (Helaman 5:101) 

yea, behold, the prophet 
Zcnos did testify boldly. 

-Helaman 3:53

Jacob gives the longest exam­
ple of Zenos's words. He quotes 
in its entirety the marvelous 
"Parable of the Olive Tree" 
(Jacob 3:30-153). The Apostle 
Paul gives evidence that he knew 
this parable in his sermon to the 
Gentiles (Romans 11: 13-25), and 
Isaiah uses the parable of the vine­
yard in referring to Judah (Isaiah 
5: 1-7). Zenos addresses this 
parable to the House of Israel and 
describes himself in the opening 
verse as "a prophet of the Lord." 

Alma II calls Zenos "the 
prophet of old." The very use of 
"the" indicates Zenos was a well­
known and revered prophet. 

In his speech to the Zoramites 
(Alma 16:178-184), Alma quotes 
Zenos on prayer and worship. 
This is truly a psalm equal in 
beauty to those of David and gives 
an intriguing glimpse into Zenos's 
life. In this psalm of praise, Zenos 
testifies it is because of God's Son 
we receive mercy. Amulek, also 
speaking to the Zoramites, quotes 
Zenos as saying "redemption 
cometh through the Son of God" 
(Alma 16: 178-205). 

Interestingly, Samuel the 
Lamanile, while prophesying from 
the wall in Zarahemla mentions 
Zenos. He says Zenos was one of 
the many prophets who spoke of 
the Lamanite remnant being 
restored "again, lo the knowledge 
of the truth" in the last days 
(Helaman 5:101). 

Samuel's reference to Zcnos 
implies that the Lamanites, con­
verted through the effort of 
Ammon and others, were made 
familiar with the teachings on the 
brass plates. 

Samuel prophesied that at the 
time of Christ's death darkness 
would cover the face of this land 
for three days (Helaman 5:76). 
Zenos, too, bore witness of three 
days of darkness {I Nephi 5:242). 

Zenos, a martyr for Christ, 
sealed his testimony with his 
blood. He "did testify boldly; for 
the which he was slain" (Helaman 
3:53). Yet, because of the many 
Book of Mormon writers who dili­
gently recorded his prophecies, his 
words and testimony live on� 
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Maya Language and the Book of Mormon 
Lyle Smith 

The more I dig into Mesoamerican archaeology, the more convinced I become that Mesoamerica is the selling of 
chc Book of Mormon. My study has helped me recognize certain similarities bee ween Maya hieroglyphs and themes 
or ideas in the Book of Mormon. 

Ninety-five percent of Maya hieroglyphs existing today were carved after A.D. 300. This means Lamanites 
engraved them at the end of or after the Book of Mormon era. We should not expect Lamanices 10 make heros of 
Nephite leaders. Instead the glyphs would chronicle Lamanite history. 

Whal then can be compared between the Book of Mormon story and Maya hieroglyphs? Language concepts, 
for one. The following partial list of parallels presems supporting evidence chat Book of Mormon evenls did cake 
place in Mesoamerica. Taken as a whole, 1he list offers impressive evidence of Book of Mormon !hemes in the 
Maya area. 

Book of Mormon 

A. Real History

Since its printing in 1829, the Book of Mormon
has claimed to be true history, abou1 real events,
kings, and wars.

B. Origins of Mulekite Writing
I. The Book of Mormon story of

Mosiah leaving the land of
Nephi, going down (northward)
to the land of Zarahemla,
corresponds almost exactly
with current archaeological
understanding of the Lime and
place. Mosiah and his people
brought LO the lowlands
religious beliefs and a system
of wricing.

2. After the golden age, "ites"
once again began as early as
A.D. 231. By A.O. 300, war

• 

prevailed among the Nephitcs Ste/a 29 

and Lamanites. Maya stone monuments 
engraved to honor kings emerged about 
the same lime. This is consistent with 
Book or Mormon history. 

C. II Came To Pass

Almost from the printing of the Book of
Mormon, readers have recognized the rcpeaced
use of the phrase "and it came lo pass."
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Maya Language 

A. Real History
Up to about 1960, prevailing opinion of Maya
archaeologists held that Maya hieroglyphs did
not tell about people and places, but rather
abou1 rimal, astronomy, and calendrical calcula­
tions. Now auchorities recognize 1he glyphs relate
to 1he births, accessions, and Ii fe events of Maya
kings (Coe 1987:184; Hanks 1989:165; Morley
1983:513; and Schcle 1990:58).

Origins of Maya Writing 
1. Many archaeologists feel Maya writing 

developed in the Guatemala highlands and 
Pacific Coast areas from 600 10 50 8.C. 
Archaeology indicates a migralion of people 
from the Guatemalan mountains going north, 
down to the Peten area, about 200 B.C. This 
migracion brought religious concepts and 
hieroglyphic writing (Hanks 1989: 165-166; 
Morley 1983:536; Schele 1990:1; and Willey 
1985: 175). 

2. For many years, scela 29 of Tikal with a date
of A.O. 293 has been considered the earlies!
undisputed Maya dated hieroglyph. Now,
earlier stela have been found in the Salana
Valley in Guatemala showing a date of 400
B.C. Both of these dates fit well with Book of
Mormon chronology. The preponderance of
the glyphs, however, appear after A. 0. 300
(Coe 1987: 178; Hanks 1989: 165-168; and
Morley 1983 :536).

C. It Came To Pass

Only in the past three to four years have Maya
hieroglyphs been translated to read "it came to
pass." This phrase is now accepted as being
frequently used in the Maya hieroglyphic texts
(Schele I 990:26).



Hieroglyphs <:arved on a ;/1rone (A. D. 785) from a palace in Piedros Ncgros, GuD1emala, commemorate the king. 
The throne can be seen at the Museo Nacional in Gualemala City. 

D. Power of Spoken and Wrillen Language_
The following passage from Alma confirms verbal
communication was more than just words.

And now, as the preaching of the word had 
had a greater tendency to lead the people to do 
that which was just; yea, ii had had more 
powerful effect upon lhc minds of the people 
than the sword, or anything else, which had 
happened unto them; therefore Alma thought 
ii was expedient lhal they should try the ,•irluc 
of the word of God. 

-Alma 16:82

The dramatic role the brass plates and plates of 
Nephi play in the existence of the Nephite nation 
also reinforces this idea. When Mosiah went down 
to ZarahemJa, he took the records and the ability 
to write and translate. He became king over the 
Mulekites because he had the records even though 
the Mulekites far outnumbered Lhc Nephites. Hav­
ing the wriuen records meant authority to those 
who possessed them, much like having a national 
symbol. In addition, Lehi and Nephi substantiated 
their genealogy with the plates. The records gave 
the Nephites their national identity; they allowed 
them to retain the language of their fathers for 
their children (I Nephi I :82) and a knowledge of 
the law in order lo keep the commandments (I 
Nephi 1:117-119). The records, or words, carried a 
far stronger impact than just a means of routine 
communication. The rec-ords were sacred, words 
about God. 

7'hree-dimensional, cleeply engrm•e<I glyphs on Ore buck of Stefa 
M, �\·hiclJ stands ar the base of /Ire Hierog(vphic S1airway in 

Copan, Honduras, record events in 1he life of the rul_�r c�rved

D. Power of Spoken and Written Language

The recent text, Word and Image /11 Maya

Culture, predominamly discusses one of five
themes essential to Mesoamerican verbal and
iconographic ideas: "the extraordinary power of
spoken and written language as a symbolic entity
in itself, beyond its neutral role as a medium for
routine communication" (Hanks 1989:5). Maya
hieroglyphs engraved on stone became more than
just words; they became a royal prerogative and
support, a mandate from heaven. They assumed
a hallowed position and carried an aura of
mystery. The stone hieroglyphs were sacred,
words abour rhe gods.



E. Language Groups 
The Book of Mormon tells of the Jaredites 
coming from the great tower to the promised 
land. They occupied the land 2000 years before 
the arrivals of Mulek and Lehi. In that time, the 
Jaredite language would have evolved into many 
languages probably covering North, Central, and
South America. Lehi and Mulek had a common
language when they left Jerusalem. Therefore, 
according to the Book of Mormon, two basic
language families came to the promised land. 

F. Phonetic Hebrew and
Egyptian 
Both Hebrew and 
Egyptian were phonetic
languages at 600 B.C. 
Therefore, any writing
systems developed or 
reformed by the people
of Lehi should show 
evidence of phonetic
writing. 

G. Atonement 
The predominant witness in the Book of 
Mormon proclaims God sent his Son to make an
atonement for all mankind to provide life after 
this period of probation. Without Christ's sacri•
fice, life after death does not exist. This infinite 
shedding of blood could be accomplished only by
the Son of God. 

H. Credence Through Lineage 
The Book of Mormon, a religious history, is
written from the perspective of Nephi 's 
descendants. Many of the authors used their
lineage from Nephi to establish their own
authenticity. Mormon, a prime example, 
identified himself as a descendant of Nephi" 
(Mormon 1 :6) "and a pure descendant of Lehi"
(3 Nephi 2:102). 
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E. Language Groups 
Linguists believe the Maya family of languages
had one common origin and is not related to 
other languages in the New World. The Maya
language is relatively new and intrusive in 
Mesoamerica (Hanks 1989:28).

"Scatlering glyph, "carved on the side of Stefa C, Quiriqua. A .D. 
775, represents lefling or shedding of blood. This stela also shows 
the year from whkli the classic Maya calculat<'d time.3114 8.C. 

F. Maya Hieroglyphs Phonetic

Another milestone in the decipherment of the 
glyphs has been the recent understanding of their
phoneticism. Originally, it was thought that the
glyphs were only picture writing. ll is now 
understood that the Maya could express any idea
they wished phonetically (Morley 1983:532 and 
Schele 1990:22).

G. Letting of Blood

The shedding of blood by Maya kings to recreate
the cycle of time and the cosmos is a major 
theme of Maya hieroglyphics. If the kings did 
not sacrifice some of their own blood, the new 
era of time or life would not begin (Hanks 
1989:5; Justesen 1984:307; Schelc 1990:30; and
Schele I 986: 175). This concept directly 
corresponds, in corrupted form, to Book of
Mormon teachings on the atonement.

H. Credence Through Lineage 
Maya kings in the third through seventh centuries
A.D. would often recognize and glorify some 
earlier kings as being related to them. They did 
this to give legitimacy to their own right to rule 
in the eyes of their subjects. Stela 31 of Tikal is a
good example. Engraved in A.O. 455, it refers to 
a king of Tikal who ruled in A.O. 317. The 
glyphs document that lineage figured prominently
in the Maya kings' right to reign (Hanks 1989:5
and 125). 

�



Meet FRAA 's New 

President-Michael Gatrost 

(Continued from back col'er) 

Was there any particular influence 
in your life that instilled in you a 
desire to serve? 

The dedication of my parents 
caused a strong sense of purpose 
for both of my sisters and myself. 
It was 40 miles to our nearest 
church, but we often drove it 
several times a week. At times, I 
resented the long and tiring 
journey. Yet, as I grew older I 
realized how deeply my parents 
believed in the gospel. For my 
father, he was keeping a promise 
he had made years ago. 

What promise was that? 

At the close of World War 11, my 
father was stationed in Germany. 
He began wondering what his life 
would be like when he returned 
home. His wife was Catholic, he 
had three children, and he didn't 
attend church. One evening he 
went ou1 from camp to pray. 
"Dear God," he prayed, "if you 
will help me, I 'II try to take my 
family to church." 

Later that evening, he was 
awakened by an angel at the foot 
of his bed. The angel didn't say 
anything, but motioned to a 
newspaper suspended in the air. It 
read, "To Sergeant Gatrost from 
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God," followed by, "Sergeant 
Gatrost returns home July 23." 
Then the angel left. 

The next day my father circled 
the date on his calendar, still 
several months a way. As the date 
neared, my father's unit was 
called up, and he found himself 
standing on the pier waiting to 
board a troopship for home. As 
he counted the days it would take 
on the boat, he realized he would 
not get home by July 23. 

At that moment, a surly 
officer whom he had not gotten 
along with, singled him out and 
ordered him to remain behind in 
Germany. This so disappointed 
my father that he struck the 
officer and landed himself in the 
stockade. Now he wouldn't be 
going home at all! 

Good fortune prevailed after a 
few days, however, when a 
friendly colonel got the charges 
dismissed and new orders for him 
to be shipped home. On his way 
to Paris with a military escort, he 
asked what country's ship he 
would be sailing. The soldier 
replied, "You won't be going 
home on a ship. You ny home 
tomorrow on Pan American." 

When my father stepped off 
1he plane in New York it was July 
23, the date the angel had shown 
him. 

I watched my dad seek to serve 
the Lord all his life in response to 
the angel's visit; my mother and 
all of us children were baptized. 
I've never forgotten his dedication 
and his experience. I believe one 
reason I wanted 10 work in the 
Foundation was because a similar 
conviction and belief prevails 
among those who are a part of 
FRAA. I know the Lord is in this 
work. 

What do you see as primary goals 
for FRAA in the coming year and 
future? 

Our overall goal is simple-to 
promote the witness of the Book 
of Mormon in any way we can 
among all people. To do this, we 

need to secure a headquarters 
building to house offices, the 
library, video production room, 
and storage. This is an urgent and 
immediate goal. 

On the other hand, one of the 
most important goals of the 
Foundation is to continue reach­
ing out to thousands of people 
with resources that strengthen 
faith in the validity of the Book of 
Mormon. We try to do this in 
several ways. The Witness, our 
quarterly publication, currently 
reaches approximately 40,000 
individuals. Letters we receive 
expre.ss gratefulness for the 
instruction and insight found in 
The Witness. 

Also, we plan to build and 
operate a first-rate library Lo 
support archaeological research, 
maintain our video production, 
continue publishing materials 
pertinent to the Book of Mormon, 
continue our annual conference, 
and increase the regional seminars. 

How can members help rite 
Foundation accomplish its goals? 

Many ways present themselves to 
me. First, is prayer. Support by 
way of prayer cannot be meas­
ured. Then, different volunteer 
opportunities exist for those living 
in this area. For those further 
away, keeping alert for articles 
and books relating to all areas of 
research concerning the Book of 
Mormon and sending 1his infor­
mation into the Foundation helps 
expand our research resources. 
And of course, a most tangible 
way is to become a member of 
Helaman's Two Thousand, a 
group of monthly contributors. 

With God's grace and help, 
the efforts of our fifteen dedicated 
board members, FRAA 's strong 
support committees, and hundreds 
of diligent volunteers, I see the 
Foundation growing, expanding, 
and ministering to the lives of 
many people. I am excited about 
the future and hope others will 
join us in our efforts. 
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''I Know The Lord Is In This Work'' 
Meet FRAA's New President 

Michael Gatrost 
Editor: I know our readers are eager to know 
something about you. Will you tell us a Ii/lie about 
your background? 

Gatrost: Originally my family lived in a small town 
in Kentucky. After graduating from high school 
there, I attended Graceland for two years and later 
completed a law degree at the University of Missouri 
in Kansas City in 1971. Since that time, I have 
practiced law in the Kansas City area. My wife Julie 
and I and our three children live in Lee's Summit, 
Missouri. 

How did you become involved with the Foundation? 

A dear friend, Ella Coile of Kansas City, introduced 
Julie and me to Thelona Stevens and the 
Foundation. I had read some of Thelona 's books 
written several decades earlier, and I expected to 
meet a woman whose primary accomplishments and 
goals were behind her. She was 82 the first time we 
met. Yet, for two hours we sat enthralled as she 
spoke to us about the gospel and the Book of 
Mormon. Never had I met anyone as knowledgeable 
in all three books. Her conviction and enthusiasm 
for the gospel caused us to leave that night wanting 
to dedicate our lives in a similar manner. 

Later, Thelona asked me to join the Foundation 
as a board member. 
(Continued inside on p. 15.) 
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