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Handpainted papercut of the Chinese
dragon displayed on imperial yellow,
the color sacred to the emperor. For
the Chinese, red, the color surrounding
the dragon, China’s most beloved
symbol of goodness, represents joy,

Photo by Don Beebe.

My husband and I lived in Asia (India, Indonesia, and Afghanistan)
for seven years. While there, I developed a love of things Chinese.
Although I learned appreciation for the cultures of all of these countries,
1 felt especially drawn to the Chinese artistic expression.

China’s presence permeates many places. In India, I purchased my
first piece of Chinese blue and white porcelain and have had a passion
for Chinese designs and motifs ever since.

We returned to the United States in 1976, and soon thereafter, became
acquainted with a book called Peoples, Places, and Prophecies by Verneil
Simmons. In her book she makes—what was to me—a startling comment.
“It is not impossible that the Jaredite colony traveled through the Yellow
River basin and left enough people in the vicinity of the Shantung
Peninsula to initiate the beginning of the civilization in China'" (45).

I’d never considered this before. The record doesn’t say ALL the
group came to the promised land. It was certainly food for thought.

That some should remain to start a new nation would be in harmony
with God’s plan to scatter people over all the earth at the time of the
great tower. The Chinese themselves agree their civilization began
approximately the same time as the great tower.

This idea, along with the reading of Discovery of Genesis, and my
passion for things Chinese prompted me to a serious study of ancient
China. What 1 have discovered in language, geography, ocean currents,
legends, customs, and art forms confirms the Chinese once knew the
gospel—whether once a part of the Jaredites or some other group.

This issue presents only one small portion of the evidences. I hope it
challenges you to continue prayerful research on this little studied subject.

Sherrie Kline Smith
Editor
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Foundation
News

Election of a new
president for the Foundation took
place at the Board meeting on
April 22, 1990. Michael Gatrost,
formerly second vice president,
unanimously was elected as
president. Roy Weldon was re-
elected first vice president; Dale
Godfrey as second vice president;
Bea Luther and Carol Sue Martin
both were re-elected to the
positions of secretary and
treasurer, consecutively.

The remaining board of
directors include Ella Coile,
Michael Friend, Scott Nixon,
Sherrie Smith, Audrey Stubbart,
Carol Turner, Ronald Turner,
Donna Weddle, Fred Weddle, and
Steve Willey.

Become better acquainted with
FRAA's new president by reading
the interview with him beginning
on page 16,

FRAA Annual Mesoamerica Tour

Get out your best atlas, settle
in a comfortable chair, and plot
the course for the FRAA Gulf
Coast tour beginning December
22, 1990. Leaving Mexico City,
the first stop will be Cacaxtla and
its murals. From there to Puebla,
city of tiles, and over to Jalapa,
the Athens of Mexico. The third
day, leave Veracruz and drive to
Hill Rabon, a candidate for Hill
Cumorah, and then to Catemaco
to spend Christmas day. After
stopping briefly at Tres Zapotes
and La Venta, the tour will head
to Palenque. With good luck,
Yaxchilan will be included.

Only a few places rer 4in
open. If you want to come along,
please contact Lyle Smith NOW
(B16) 229-5192.

Roy Weldon

W thought our readers would
like to know that Roy Weldon
now resides at Rest Haven. His
address is: Rest Haven, 1500 W.
Truman Rd., Independence,
Missouri 64050,

Commitiee Member Earns Degree

Congratulations to Glenn
Scott! In June 1990, Glenn, a
member of FRAA's Archaeologi-
cal Research Committee, received
his B.5. degree in anthropology
from the University of Kansas.

Regional Book of Mormon Days

Recently, David Macomber from
Fairhaven, Massachusetts, who
attended the first FRAA regional
Book of Mormon day held at
Lexington, Massachusetts, May
1989, wrote: “‘Like most that
believe the angel message, | accept
the Book of Mormon on faith
first, but do appreciate the many
undeniable physical testaments
that serve to vindicate all of the
Lord’s true prophets and add
reinforcement to the eternal truths
contained therein. For Book of
Mormon believers, so many
proofs are coming forth, aided by
the Holy Spirit, and given (I feel}
for strengthening our faith and
building courage. That courage
will be needed for a valiant
testimony of Christ and to be
powerful witnesses of his restored
Scriptures.”’

FRAA seeks to share not only
“*many, undeniable physical
testaments,”” but also spiritual
insights, drama, and testimonies at
the all-day seminars.

Helaman's Two Thousand
makes these regional meetings
possible. This vear, three all-day
meetings will be held: one on July
I4 at Arlington, Texas; the second
annual at Miami, Oklahoma,
August 18; and one in Michigan,
September 22, 1990, at the
McMorran Place (Conference
Center) in Port Huron, Michigan.

Plan now to attend and bring
a friend! For more information
contact Michael Gatrost at 9201
Cyclone School Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO 64064, (816)
525-6391.

Building Fund

A big thanks to all who have
made special contributions to
FRAA for procurement of office
and library space. A building fund
has now been established and
anyone wishing to contribute
specifically to this fund may do so
by sending to the FRAA Building
Fund, 410 M. Pleasant,
Independence, MO 64050,

Helaman's Two Thousand

Members of Helaman's Two
Thousand, a special group of con-
tributors, constitute the backbone
of FRAA. Their unstinted finan-
cial gifts and prayers allow FRAA
to continue its work of promoting
the divinity of Jesus Christ
through the Book of Mormon.

The goal of 2,000 members,
many who contribute on a month-
ly basis, is almost half met. Won't
you answer the mighty summons
and join in this “‘army of the
Lord?"" Send your contribution to
Helaman's Two Thousand, 410 N.
Pleasant, Independence, MO
64050, Let us know if you want to
be a monthly supporter and 12
envelopes will be forwarded to
vou for your use.

When vou join, you will
receive a quarterly newsletter
especially for members of
Helaman's Two Thousand which
keeps you informed on how your
money helps the Foundation
advance knowledge of Jesus Christ
and the Book of Mormon. g@{rﬁa_

A
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Calendar

August 18, 1990

B

Miami, Oklahoma Regional Spend a Day with the

Book of Mormon Conference

September 22, 1990

Michigan Regional Spend a Day with the

Book of Mormon Conference—McMorran Place
(Conference Cenier) Pori Huron

October 6, 199

Sixth Annual Spend a Day with the

Book of Mormon Conference—RLDS Auditorium

December 22-
January 1, 1991

Mexico Gull Coast Tour
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LA
(:hma’s dragon

and Mesoamerica's
feathered serpent
share many similar-
ities. Book of
Mormon students
believe the feathered
serpent of Mesoamerica, Quet-
zalcoatl*, symbolizes Jesus Christ,
Could the dragon also represent
Jesus Christ? The numerous com-
mon characteristics imply the
likenesses are not coincidental,

Just as Quetzalcoatl, the
feathered serpent, is the most
prominent symbol, art motive,
and legendary hero to Meso-
america (Nicholson 1967:78)—so
is the dragon to the Chinese.

The Chinese mosi thor-
oughly believe in the exis-
tence of this mysterious
and marvelous creature, It
is the best known and most
important motif in Chinese
design,

—Williams 1976:136

“The dragon, most typical of
all the art motifs of China, proves
to be also one of the most
ancient' (Silcock 1948:5). Archae-
ology in China has confirmed the
presence of the dragon design in
earliest times. The neolithic
Yangshao, Hongshan, and Long-
shant cultures portray definite
images of the dragon (Xin
1988:10). The famous Shang
dynasty (1766 to 1122
B.C.—dates differ according
to author), which follows the
legendary Xia dynasty (2205
to 1766 B.C.), employs
the dragon profusely
on its well-known
bronzes.

The dragon was
also present in the
earliest civilization in
Mesoamerica.

The ‘paw-wing’ motif,
for example, can be shown
to be an element of the

winged dragon. . . .This
whole intricate symbolic
code appears to have been
in use from the first
appearance of the Olmecs,
—Miller 1986:19
Peter David Joralemon in his
study of Olmec iconography
identifies one of the Olmec gods
as no less than Quetzalcoatl
(1971:82-84),
God VII is a serpent deity
who is generally porirayed
with avian attributes—
feathers and wings in
particular. In other words,
God VII is a feathered
serpent!

Many Shang dynasty traits
show up in Mesoamerica. In a
journal article, anthropologist
Betty J. Mepgers considers corres-
ponding characteristics of the
Olmec civilization (mother culture
of Mesoamerica believed to be the
Jaredites) and the Shang dynasty
of China, Enumerated, among
others, are writing (similar
characters), reverence of jade,
prominence of the tiger or jaguar,
and the scroll-wing motif.

Serpents and birds were

also emphasized and

features of these animals

were sometimes combined

in the iconography of both

cultures to produce a

dragon.

—1975:17

The dragon and feathered
serpent are mythological animals.
Mo known creature alive
resembles these images.
While Quetzalcoatl is
most commonly
depicted as a serpent
with wings or avian
plumage, China's dragon
incorporates a variety
of forms. **The earliest
known dragon types in
decoration, [however], resemble
fish or snakes...."" (Silcock
1948:5). Three Chinese authors in

a beautifully illustrated recent text
apree.

The oldest image of the
dragon discovered in archae-
ological excavation has the
body of a snake. We can
therefore say the dragon
developed from the deified
snake,

—Xin 1988:11

Allen and Griffiths in The
Book of The Dragon debate
whether the dragon evolved from
the snake or vice versa.

It is interesting to consider

whether the serpeni was

gradually elaborated into a

dragon, or whether the

one-time dragon degener-
ated into a serpent, whose
past glory is sometimes
remembered in dragon
legends. Surprisingly

enough, the suggestion that

the ancient dragon may

have degenerated into a

snake, rather than the

other way around is at

least a possibility.

—1979:8

The authors of Discovery af
Genesis, a book that discusses
how the Chinese language or char-
acters reveal the Genesis story,
support this idea. They ask the
question, *‘Is it possible that the
serpent, which allowed itself to be
the medium for Lucifer, actually
had wings at this time, and was
able to stand upright?”" (Kang and
Nelson 1979:61). The serpent’s
punishment infers such a situ-
ation. What greater penalty could
be given to a creature formerly

*The MNahuatl name of Quetzalcoatl,
employed throughout also refers to the
Maya Kulkulean and Quiche Guoumatz
gods, all meaning “plumed serpent.”

fTransliteration of Chinese characters into
the Roman alphabet varies. For instance,
Longshan formerly read Lungshan.
Dragon was furrg, but in Pinyin, the
system adopted by the Republic of China
in 1979, is fong, Words in this article and
chart appear as found in each source
referenced; not all follow the same
Syslem.
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able to move through the heavens
on wings than “‘upon thy belly
shalt thou go'’ (Gen. 3:20)? The
Chinese character for reptile,
according to Kang and Nelson,
includes feathers (figure 1).

3 T

Figure |. Reptile

From the earliest times in
Sumer, Egypt, China, Meso-
america, and other cultures, wings
(or feathers) have been added to
creatures which normally do not
have wings, creating unnatural
forms. The bird, which naturally
has wings, is often combined with
other images such as bulls, lions,
humans, and serpents. Both China
and Mesoamerica join birdlike
features to the serpent figure to
produce a dragon. (The legs on
China’s dragon appeared later
[Silcock 1948:5].)

Why this combination?
Authorities for both cultures
propose nonconflicting answers.
It’s the uniting of the
earthly/matter (serpent) with the
heavenly/spirit (bird)—a visual
expression of man’s inherent
desire to communicate with God
in the heavens and an acknowl-
edgement of God's reciprocal
involvement in man’s life.

Quetzalcoatl, whose name
translates feathered serpent,
represents to the Mesoamericans a
god (heavenly) come to dwell on
earth (Sejourne 1960:38). His
complex symbolism deserves its
own article. It should be pointed
out, though, that not every
feathered serpent found in
Mesoamerica may signify the God
Quetzalcoatl (Weaver 1972:205).

For China’s dragon, because a
bird moves naturally in its ability
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to fly, it was ‘‘taken to symbolize
access to the realm above...”
(Childs-Johnson 1989:59). The
feng bird motif found on Shang
bronzes denotes the feng wind
spirit depicted on Shang oracle
bone inscriptions. The feng wind
spirit acts as intermediary between
heaven and man (Childs-Johnson
1989:58).

This eleventh century B.C. Chinese
Bronze yu, unearthed in 1963, depicts
interchangeable bird and dragon morifs,
Phato af plate 101 used by permission
from The Chinese Exhibition published in
Kansas City, Missouri by the Melson
Gallery-Atkins Museum in 1975

Childs-Johnson believes the
iridescent peacock is the model for
the feng bird motif. Meso-
americans use the rare and
beautiful quetzal bird as a model.
(To Christians, the gentle dove
symbolizes the Holy Spirit, a
manifestation of God.)

The serpent embodies some
basic characteristics of symbolic
significance which make it a
suitable image to combine with the
bird to produce a dragon, an
ancient symbol of deity (Simmons
1986:276). ‘‘Because it sheds its
skin, it symbolizes resurrection”’
(Cirlot 1962:287).

Both [dragon and serpent]

are also connected with

immortality—they either

possess it, or can confer it,
sometimes both. It has

often been suggested that

one of the reasons that the

snake, in particular,

aftracted more reverence

bz%
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Melion-Alking Museum of An

than any other living

creature was because it was

seen to shed its skin and

emerge slightly larger and
infinitely brighter than

before. This led to the

belief that the snake died

but was reborn, and had

therefore conguered death.

—Allen 1979:11
The serpent was also regarded as
possessing the secrets of life, thus
wisdom and healing (Whittick
1935:99-103).

The uniting of the bird with
the serpent creates a mythical
animal. It is difficult to trace an
analolgy between the dragon and
any natural species.

There are no such things as

dragons. Yet the dragon as

a symbol has been used by

virtually every culture

throughout the history of

the world. . . .The dragon

has immense power as 8

symbol. ..

—Allen 1979:0

The use of symbols (*‘a visible
material representation of an
immaterial object, idea, or
personality suggested by a sign or
mark"'" Miller 1958:713) permeates
all cultures and civilizations since
the beginning of recorded time.
Human nature seems to demand
an expression of deity and its
teachings in a tangible way. For
the Christian it means the good
shepherd for Jesus Christ; dove
for the Holy Spirit; pomegranates
for fruits of the spirit; pelican for
the sacrificial Christ, and so forth.

To the uninitiated, under-
standing the symbols may not
oceur readily or easily. Different
groups of people develop their
own symbols. Interpreting symbols
from a foreign culture or even a
group within one's own country

(Continued o page &)

=y

“One af the most beawtiful rooms in Teotifuacen must have been the one with feathered serpenis

6 THE WITNESS » Falf 1990

pairnted on a tablero above a small talud with flowering planis with glyphs. .
general are remarkably well preserved in color. .

These murals in

Laned the painting sovle of the planis is precise and



Similarities

China’s Dragon Mesoamerica’s Feathered Serpent
Best known and most important art motif Most powerful figure and dominant art
(4:37)= = motif (6:289)
One of the most ancient images (22:5) Evident in earliest civilizations (17:19)

Mythical creature featured with wings, Mythical creature, combination of serpent
plumes or feathers (26:133) and feathers (19:79-82)

Three main dragons: lung, li, and chiao Triple symbolism—water, earth, and
(4:38; 23:133); subtr_:rranean, heaven (19:82)
aerial, and aquatic (6:87) :

Intermediary between the basic three levels:
heaven, earth, and underworld (6:87-88) _~z

Quetzalcoatl comes down from heaven,
lives on earth, descends to underworld
Lo rise again (19:91: 21:138)

Round fiery object (2:37-39; 26:138) o Sun (2:59); Venus/Lord of Dawn (19:91)
Represents forces of nature (4:37) Lord of creative forces/Breath of Life

(9:130)

Four kinds of dragon: @ o Four gods associated with Quetzalcoatl
T'ien lung—celestial Ometeotl—supreme, heavenly (19:114;
Shen lung—spiritual, controls winds Maya name Itzamna 17:470)

and rain 0 Ehecatl—wind (19:11)
Ti lung—earth e Tlaloc—water (21:87)
Fu-ts'ang lung—hidden treasure Tezcatlipoca—underworld/matter (19:26)
(2:41; 12:50)

Strong association with water (2:3s) Association with water
sea, Tiver, waves seashells (21:138-139; 19:90)
rain-producing clouds Rain God Tlaloc (21:87)

Cloud and thunder pattern (22:30) Double squared or stepped spirals (9:188).
Essence of strength and beauty (4:37) Strength and wisdom; all that is good
ﬂ (19:27)
Gave gift of writing (26:136) Invented arts, science, calendar, and
writing (11:205)

Benevolent toward mankind (2:34) JE‘HE! IE"?J Constant benefactor of man (21:26)
|

Yin and Yang—negative/positive life forces Dual forces in opposition (19:106)
(2:38-39)

Immortality, rebirth (2:37)
Divine—dies of own accord (26:133)

Rebirth/saves man from death (21:118)

Divine/Redeemer—gives own life and
blood (19:96; 21:69, 71; 24:205)

Healing (curative power of crushed dragon Healing, performer of miracles (19:83)

bones, fat, cast-off skins, etc.) (12:58-63)

Sacred emblem of the East (20:58) East—holy land whence Quetzalcoatl arose

(19:95)
Emblem of emperor (4:38) Symbol and name of priest/kings (19:79, 88)

Spirit of change and life itself; enlighten- Source and origin of move-
ment, self-realization (2:39) ment; spirit must enter
matter (19:89-91)
Symbol of man’s condi-
tion and possibilities (19:82)

*Mumbers in parentheses refer 1o references listed on p. 2.

Therefore if any man live in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; r -"_;D
behold, all things are become new.—2 Cunnthlans 5:17 #

SO

deficate. .. "' (Berrin [988:137). Connie Smith's line drawing depicts one of four feathered serpenis . :
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China Dragon from page 6
should not be unduly influenced
by an accepted system of symbols.

The normal reaction of a
Western mind to the dragon as
““the essence of strength and
beauty”’ (Carter 1977:37) is how
could something evil like the
dragon represent something good?
Biblical teachings clearly pinpoint
the serpent or dragon with the
devil (Gen. 3:6-21; Rev. 12:4-17;
and others).

Yet, 2 Nephi 8:9 says ““And all
things which have been given of
God from the beginning of the
world, unto man, are the typifying
of him {(emphasis added)."” See
also Genesis 6:6 and D&C 85:8-12.
The serpent’s association with new
life in the shedding of its old skin
may be the very reason 5atan
chose to speak through the serpent
in an effort to discredit its role in
“typifying"® Christ.

Jesus Christ even identifies
himself with a serpent. Why
would Christ choose something
evil to represent him? In John
3:14, Jesus tells “*And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son of man
be lifted up.’” The Book of
Mormon provides greater light.

And as he [Moses] lifted

up the brazen serpent in

the wilderness, even so

shall he be lifted up who

should come. And as many

as should look upon that

serpent should live, even so

as many as should look

upon the Son of God, with

faith, having a contrite

spirit, might live. . .

—Helaman 3:47

The Book of Mormon also dis-
tinguishes the poisonous serpents
sent to plague the wandering
[sraelites as “‘fiery-fiving
serpents’’ (1 Nephi 5:134),
Perhaps the brazen serpent also
had wings. Other references in the
Bible and Book of Mormon speak
of Christ arising with healing in
his “*wings’’ (Malachi 4:2; 2 Nephi
11:22; and 3 Nephi 11:23). Again,

the wing symbolism.

Adding wings to the serpent
could symbolize Christ’s triumph
over sin. With his help, man too
can rise above sin.

Through the ages, the dragon
stood for good and evil. *‘This

This beautiful caducens adorns a new physi-
cign s building on R.D. Mize Road in Blue
Springs, Missouri. The caduceus originated
in Sumer some five thousand yvears dgo.

facility of the dragon for being
identified with opposing sides is
one of his most confusing attri-
butes™ (Allen 1979:24).

Christian art portrays the
serpent as Satan, or sin. St.
George slaying the dragon personi-
fies triumph over evil. In the same
culture, the caduceus, two inter-
twined serpents on a winged staff,
appears as an emblem of physi-
cians denoting healing.

The duality persists today.

China's dragon and Meso-
ameria’s feathered serpent
exemplify goodness, ‘‘Serpent and
dragon cults of china. . .as well as
the feathered serpent of Mexico,
have an implication of
‘precious’. .."" (Covarrubias
1954:45).

Quetzalcoatl is the lord of

the creative forces, the sky

and the wind, the Breath

of Life, Quetzalcoat] stood

for all that was good in

this world, peace, art,

wisdom, and prosperity.

—Covarrubias 1957:130

China’s dragon represents
forces of nature, the gatherer of
clouds, the rain god. As the
sacred symbol of the East, he

brought new life. ‘It is common
opinion that the dragon, being a
divine animal, dies of its own
accord™ (Williams 133-134).

Who originated the Chinese
civilization? Could some of the
Jaredite group have remained
behind to begin a new nation?

Jesus Christ led the Jaredites
from their homeland in Sumer to
the ocean shore in a cloud. The
Chinese depict the dragon most
often among the clouds.

Could the dragon also
represent Jesus Christ? 7

&
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“Oh, Father, | too have noticed a change within the hearts of the people;’
Pagag exclaimed as he sat down next to his father.



J. Edward Slauter
lllustrated by Rick Farley

(A fictionalized account of
Ether 1:7-21 and 3:29.)

“"Father, what's going to hap-
pen?" questioned young Pagag”
as he ran up the cobblestone path
to greet the Brother of Jared.

“My son, the Lord's wrath will
soon fall upon the people of this
city,” the Brother of Jared
declared in a saddened whisper
as they entered their home. "They
have gone too far! The Great
Tower has become an idol to this
people. It has become another
god to them! How slow we are to
remember the words of our
fathers that man can serve only
the Lord God and live.” The
Brother of Jared shook his head
in despair.

“0Oh, Father, | too have noticed
a change within the hearts of the
people,” Pagag exclaimed as he
sat down next to his father. "My
friends are different. Everyday |
see fights in the streets. Even my
best friend, Joshua, has turned
against me. Yesterday he called
me names and made fun of me in
front of the other children. They
call me a coward because | refuse
to steal dates and figs from the
market. Many of my playmates are
beginning to wear costly clothing.
Their kindness and love | once
knew has disappeared.”

“Yes, my son, you have
observed well," said his father
with love in his eyes for young
Pagag. ""The Spirit of Almighty
God has revealed these things
unto you. Now | must pray as |
have never prayed before that the
judgment of God will not fall
upon our families. The elders of
the city no longer take time to
pray over the affairs of our
people. The Lord has withdrawn
his Spirit from them.”

“Father, I'm afraid!" Pagag
cried. “Is the Lord going to
punish us? | love my friends! |
love my cousins, Aaron and
Sarah! What will happen to
them?"

“My son, the Lord will have
mercy upon those who turn to
him. Soon the language of those
people who have strayed will be
confounded by the Word of the
Lord. They wlill be scattered to
and fro upon the face of the
land," the Brother of Jared pro-
claimed to his firstborn son.
“Your Uncle Jared has asked me
to pray to the Lord that the
language of our families and
friends will not be changed. Go
now, my son, to your bed, while |
enter the prayer chamber to call
upon the Lord. Surely he will have
mercy upon us. Pray for your
young friends and cousins. The
Lord will hear your prayers."

Pagag sat on his bed with
tears flowing down his face as he
removed his sandals. His heart

was heavy and his mind filled
with many questions.

He thought of his playmates
in the city. He thought of Aaron
and Sarah. If their language Is
changed, how will | understand
them? Will my friends no longer
be able to talk to me? WIll we still
like one another? The very
thought of not being able to play
with my cousins is more than |
can stand. Father sald the change
would happen soon, but how
soon? What will happen to our
family when the people of the city
find out that our language has not
changed? Is the Lord going to
scatter our families to and fro
upon the land? Where will he
send us? The wilderness is very
dangerous. The desert on the
other side of the mountains is hot

With renewed faith, Pagag knelt down beside his
bed. He asked the Lord to spare their language.
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and dry.

Pagag thought about his
father as he lay down on his bed.
Many times they would go into
the mountains to hunt and fish.
Each year his father would climb
the tallest mountain peak with
him. As they looked out over the
valley below, the Brother of Jared
would tell Pagag about the story
of Creation. As they shared
together, they felt close to the
Lord. His Spirit would encircle
them with the power of his great
love. His father taught him to pray
with faith in the God who hears
and answers prayers.

| remember when | was sick,
Father laid his hands upon my
head and prayed for me. It was as
though the Lord reached down
from heaven and touched me, for
| was immediately healed by his
great and marvelous power. | still
remember the look on Father's
face when | arose, well again.
Tears came to his eyes as he
knelt down beside me, praising
the Lord for his great love for our
family. The Spirit of the Lord was
so strong that night. Yes! It was
the same Spirit that | felt when
Father shared with me tonight!

With renewed faith, Pagag
knelt down beside his bed. He
prayed for his family. He prayed
for his friends. He prayed for all
his cousins, aunts, and uncles,
He asked the Lord to spare their
language.

As he fell asleep, he felt God's
love fill his heart. He knew that
the Lord had heard his prayers.
The tender words of a shepherd's
song of praise which his mother
always sang to his little brothers
and sisters flowed through his
mind and into his heart:

Great God above, within, below,

As Pagag watched, he
saw hundreds upon
hundreds of weary
workers returning to
their homes after a long
day of hard work on the
Great Tower.
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Hear us as we pray.

Bless our flocks, our homes,
our land.

Praise be unto you this day.

Watch over us, Great God.

Guide us. Protect us.

Pour your Spirit upon us,

And lead us to your promised
land.

A loud and piercing crow of a
rooster awakened Pagag as the
sun rose over the city. Quickly he
dressed and ran to the center of
the house,

“Where's Father?" Pagag
excitedly asked his mother who
was baking bread.

“Your father left very early to
go to Uncle Jared's house," his
mother said softly.

“Ill go find him!" Pagag
anxiously declared.

“No, my son!" Mother spoke
quietly but firmly. "Your father
asked me to keep the family
inside the house until he
returned. We must be patient and
place our trust in God."

It seemed to young Pagag that
the morning hours passed slowly.
What are Father and Uncle Jared
doing? thought Pagag. Why hasn't
Father returned? |s something
wrong?

All afternoon he thought about
what his father had told him the
night before. As he became dis-
couraged and afraid, he remem-
bered his father's words, “The
Lord will hear your prayers,"
Mother’s words also came to his
mind, ""We must place our trust in
God.”

Pagag had darted back and
forth from the window to the door
in watch all day for his father.

“It is so hard to be patient,"
he said.

The brilliant, hot afternoon
sun was about to disappear into
the western horizon. As Pagag
watched, he saw hundreds upon
hundreds of weary workers
returning to their homes after a
long day of hard labor on the
Great Tower.

“Here comes father now!"
shouted Pagag to his mother, as

she prepared the evening meal,
“Uncle Jared and his family are
following Father!"”

Slowly but thoughtfully, the
Brother of Jared walked up the
dark cobblestone street. He was a
large and mighty man. Pagag
noticed his father locking upward.
There was a glow about him as he
pushed cpen the heavy wooden
door.

As they entered the house,
Pagag tightly gripped the hands
of his cousins, Aaron and Sarah.
The Brother of Jared raised his
hands. Total silence fell over the
families as they waited for him to
speak the words of the Lord.

“This morning Jared asked me
to inquire of the Lord whether he
will drive us out of the land, and
if so, whither we shall go," spoke
the Brother of Jared. He said,
"Who knoweth but the Lord will
carry us forth into a land which is
choice above all the earth?'"

“My people, | did cry unto the
Lord," the Brother of Jared
declared by the power of the
Spirit. I have heard the voice of
the Lord. The language of our
families and friends has been
preserved. The Lord has chosen
to lead us into a land which is
cholce above all other lands, He
has promised to go before us. We
must begin to make preparations
for a great journey. Let us all
kneel together in mighty prayer to
thank the Lord for his mercy upan
us!"

As everyone joined in prayer,
young Pagag knelt close beside
his father as he continued to
grasp the hands of Aaron and
Sarah. The power of the Spirit of
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“Do you have a testimony of
how God helped you overcome
your fears in order to accomplish
something he wanted you to do?"

| am now 17 years old. Ten
years ago, when | was in second
grade, | was selected as the
angel/narrator for the school
Christmas play.

Because of illness, | had been
unable to go to school, but | was
well enough, however, to go'to
play practice the day of the per-
formance. My mother brought me
to the school and dropped me off.
On her way home, a car hit her,
severely damaging the car and
her. | didn't find out about it until
practice was over.

When | found out, | didn't
want to go on stage that night
because | was afraid for my
mother, but | knew | should. |
asked the Lord to give me
strength to get the job done |
needed to do. The Lord answered
my prayers and didn't let my
thoughts wander that night. |
didn't forget a single line—and
the play was a success,

—Aaron Smith

God touched each one,

“Where |s this choice land?"
Pagag wondered, as they lifted
their hearts in prayers of
repentance and praise to a God
who hears and answers prayers.

A

About the lllustrator—Rick Farley

Rick is a free lance illustrator in Mew York. He has had illustrations in
several national magazines, like The National Sports Daily and American

Health.

He was eighteen when he entered Parsons School of Design in New
York City where he graduated with a BFA in lllustration degree in 1989.

At thirteen he started his art training by taking portrait lessons. A
portrait he painted at age fifteen won the Grand Prize in the congressional
art competition, “An Artistic Discovery”, and was on display for a year in
Washington, D.C. He won many awards for his art during his high school

years, Rick is twenty-three.
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Once a long, long time ago, about 2300 B.C., the
people who lived In a city, later called Babylon,
decided to build a tower so high it would reach the
sky. God was not pleased with this tower. The
people, instead of “calling upon the name of the
Lord,” were only trying to “make a name for
themselves."* So God confounded their language,
which means they could no longer understand each
other's words.

In our story, we read of Pagag and his family and
friends at the time of this great tower. This story
can be found in Ether in the Book of Mormon.

When Pagag, his father, Uncle Jared and their
families and friends left the city of the great tower,
they took with them written records of the Creation
of the world, the story of Adam and Eve, and all
other happenings since the Creation until the time
of the tower.

Interestingly, another place we find these
stories, besides Genesis in the Bible, is hidden in
the Chinese language.

Chinese writing doesn't have ABCs like we do. It
has thousands of characters. The characters are
signs called radicals. Combining radicals forms
other words.

For instance, the radical for aight/ combined

with the radical for knife makes "to divide”
oy

or separate. 'Pﬂ s

Chinese Character for ToOwenr

VI Presler, Marllyn Slauter, and Sherrle Smith

Let's look at the word for create. It combines the
radicals for man, life, dust, and mouth. This fits
perfectly with the Scripture in Genesis 2:8 explain-
ing the creation of Adam.

“#nd |, the Lord God, formed man from the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the

breath of life.”
4+ @ + /4 =%+ L =
alive fotalk walking

breathe
dust of mouth

uj: *
is
lo cragle

Another example is tower. It tells us the same
situation described in our story of Pagag and the
great tower. People who were of one language
united in rebellion to build a tower with bricks.

At — sa-%& =4 + -}

mauth clay
mankind  ong Hasach) grass undertake tbrick} fawer

When we look closely at the Chinese characters
we discover the Chinese once had firsthand
knowledge of the story of Creation and events up to
the time of the great tower. How do you think the
Chinese knew about these events? Do you think
maybe some of Pagag's friends stayed in China to
begin the Chinese nation instead of sailing with
Pagag and his family to the promised land?

umited

*C. H, Kang and Ethel R. Nelson, The Discovery of
Genesis (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1979),

105, 101, 106, 41. v

THE GREAT TOWER
BT MIEB BMQGQ P FEFROHLCNQQ@JIIT HEALL 'L S GAQP
CKJMFRAKGUIDEMGJLABFFOFPLPHCOHKT
QAPEFOBHJ EBHNOCPPCREATIONRIBNBMO
ICQFATCMI MJAMGANL I NMLJQDHAFQGBHW
DGKOPHMMNQGAABJMSCOQMBIOPYLBGPDE
IKKGQEGFCAHLFFCJHE JLNLKOAEPELPIR
GOMBIRDGMOJBKOHAEMKFDOFCBRPADLPE
HCCGJHBNI CEI FBERPIGBHQDGOME | OFDS
I PBAJIHHAGJMAFKEHKHQFNAHEI ADIRGA
PRAISEONCBHQHKGDEC JJUMJUDGMENTC | RR
LFFNAGCEMKCHPFCERFKAMNEINPEPLTETEA
GDPOIEAPMODOPHLPDFNQAELFQLBEHNAH
BAARONCNE EEKAGDBNMERCYEODQCJDDTG
CNLCONFOUNDMADJBQLQDFNDEABOGUJSNE
POPIFAMIL |ESPEBOEMFLHAOCCAFMDOMN
FPFAOKLLANGUAGELEAOEOIBCOOIDOLGGN
JUDGMENT » TOWER s CONFOUND « AARON * SHEPHERD » BROTHER = FRIENDS * PRAYER  FAMILIES » CREATION » PRAISE
GUIDE * GREAT = JARED  IDOL * HEAL * SARAH * SONG « MERCY * LANGUAGE

(See page & for key to puzzle.)
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They Came from the East

Larry L. Jordan™*

As the sun set over the great
water, Samuel sat exhausted by
the fire. He had labored many
weeks to build the boat that
rested in the sand not far from
where he cooked his evening
meal of fish and wild fruit.

As he watched the dancing
flames, his mind went back five
years, It seemed so long ago, and
yet only yesterday. He remem-
bered the day he first set foot In
Mephite territory in the land of
Zarahemla. He felt he should
preach repentance to the wicked
people. They didn't like what
Samuel said. It made them
uncomfortable in their sin.

There were angry shouts,
cursing. They grabbed him and
threw him out of the city. Like a
whipped dog, Samuel picked
himself from the dust and turned
toward his homeland, the sting of
defeat welling up in his eyes and
running down his cheeks.

Suddenly, firmly, Samuel
heard the familiar gentle voice he
knew and loved. It seemed to
vibrate through every cell of his
body and particle of his spirit.

“Where are you going,
Samuel?"

“You know all things, Lord.
You know | am going homel!"

“] want you to go back to the
Nephites, Samuel."

Y| can't, Lord! You saw how
they treated me!”

“Remember Moses, Enoch,
Moah, Lehi, and Nephi, my son?
They had greater obstacles to
overcome than you. Yet they were
victorious as you shall be, for |
shall be with you as | was with
them. Prophesy unto the people

the things which | shall putin
your heart."

Samuel's thoughts burned
again as he recalled the events
that had followed: his return to
the gate, seeing again the angry
crowd. Somehow he ended up on
top of the wall, shouting the
words of the Lord as they filled
his pounding heart. They seemed
to go on and on, each word more
powerful than the last.

He remembered looking into
the handsome faces of the
multitude made ugly with hatred
and others, sad with regret. He
could feel the love of the Father
for these his wayward children
and his joy as some turned
quietly to seek out Nephi for
baptism.

Again Samuel saw stones and
arrows come whistling past his
body as the hate-filled mob tried
to shut his mouth. But all was in
vain as the Lord saw to it that
Samuel's words went uninter-
rupted.

Finally, after all was said,
Samuel felt the power of the Lord
lessen as the Spirit began to
withdraw from him. He jumped

from the wall and fled to his own
land.

He trembled even now as he
recalled that moment five years
ago when he had foretold the
birth of Christ and all the signs
and wonders that would accom-
pany that glorious day.

The signs and wonders had
recently begun, After a day of
preaching until evening to his
own people the Lamanites,
Samuel again felt the Lord's Spirit
prompt him to tell of the coming
of the Messiah. That very night,
gven as Samuel spoke to the
multitude, the heavens erupted In
a dazzling display of brilliant color
and light, accompanied by angelic
choirs praising God.

Samuel knew the time was
soon.

TO BE CONTINUED
IN THE NEXT ISSUE!

*Brother Jordan submitted this story
just weeks before he passed away in
May. We will miss his many talents
used in service to the Lord.
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Chinese Translation of the

Book of Mormon |

Helen Brotherton

Our family was safe-havened
in Taiwan from 1970 to 1974
while my husband, Wallace, was
stationed in Vietnam as a govern-
ment advisor in public health.

The first two years my sons
and | taught English classes trying
to get well enough acguainted
with the people to tell them the
gospel story. One class of Chinese
young adults we enjoyed very
much. When classes ended at the
English Language Institute, we
decided to invite them to our
home to continue the sessions
because they wanted to learn
about American culture.

‘‘Come to our home every
Sunday evening and we will have a
Bible class,'’ I told them. *‘This
will give you some background for
our culture.”

When time came for home
leave in 1972, a year and a half
later, 1 was thoroughly discour-
aged because none of the students
expressed any interest in baptism.
| thought, **We're wasting our
time. We might just as well go
home.”’

Before we left though, we had
a visitor—Wang Chun-Chang. He
brought with him a leather-bound
cedition of the Book of Mormon
which Anna McLennan Rieske
had given him during his stay in
the United States. He also brought
a third of the Book of Mormon
he had already translated into
Chinese.

Wang'’s visit changed our
plans. His translation efforts
impressed us so much there was
no longer any question about
returning to Taiwan.

In the three weeks before
leaving, |1 showed him all of my
husband’s missionary slides and
explained them to him. I left them
with him to show his family.

When we returned from leave
two months later, Joseph
McLennan performed the first
baptism in the Republic of China
in the South China Sea. He
baptized Wang and all his family,
including his married daughter’s
family. What a momentous
occasion!

Val Brotherton

Brother Wang Chun-Chang presents a
Chinese Book of Mormon to Anna Rieske
who first gave Wang an English Book of
Mormon during his stay in the United
States.

Wang worked long and hard
translating the Book of Mormon.
Many times when he didn’t under-
stand something, he would come
to our home and ask questions.
Miracles happened during this
time, most of which he did not
share with us until several years
later. So many miracies occurred
he became almost frightened. He
feared people would say he was a
visionary man or a little bit too
imaginary.

When the Book of Mormon
was ready for publication, Wang
was planning, as they say in
China, to move his house (move
to another house). 1 would have
taken the transcript except we also
had to move, and I didn't want to
lose it.

In moving, Wang lost two-
thirds of the translated manuscript
and never found it again. What a
tremendous blow for him! He said
if we hadn’t lived there and
encouraged him, he wouldn’t have
had the heart to get busy and
translate it all over again. But
Wang is a very dedicated person,
and he did it.

Finally it went to press. The
beautiful blue book has Chinese
characters on the front, which 1o
us is the back. The Chinese read
from back to front instead of
front to back, from top to
bottom, and from right to left.

We asked him what the last
characters on the last page meant.
We thought it must read ‘‘the
end.” *“No.” he replied. *‘1
started to write ‘the end’ but
changed my mind. It says, ‘That’s
all for now.”"”’

I told him Joseph Smith also
indicated essentially the same
thing about his portion of the
English translation—that there is
more to come later.

The impact of this translation
cannot be measured. Over one-
third of the world’s population
can read Chinese including many
Asian cultures. Although their
spoken languages differ, those
educated in Korea, l}apan, Viet-
nam, and other countries all can
read Chinese.

Who knows the far-reaching
effects of Wang’s dedication in
iranslating the Book of Mormon
into Chinese. especially when the
Lord opens the way for the gospel
to go to mainland China?
(Condensed by permission from The
Zarahemla Record, Spring 1981)

A‘Q"

The Miracle Baptism
in Taiwan
Wang Chun-Chang

The first baptismal service |
conducted as the first national
minister in Taiwan was celebrated
on the 4th of July 1976. 1 will
always be cheered when 1 recall
the marvelous story of the water.

Around the school where |
teach was a shallow stream
because little rain had fallen that
month. In preparation for the ser-
vice, | rode a bike to seek a place
with deep water. | just could not
find one; the deepest part couldn’t
immerse my knees.

I stayed on the bank and
prayed for a heavy rain in time
for the baptism. 1 felt the answer
was affirmative, so | decided to
hold the service according to the
original plan.

Oh, Hallelujah! The wonderful
rain came just in time and heavy
enough to fill the whole stream
with water. The baptism could
have taken place almost anywhere,
but I chose the beautiful place
where 1 had prayed for the rain.

I was nervous for my first bap-
tismal service, but after a prayer,
the Holy Spirit comforted me and
moved my hands in the right way.

When 1 tell this wonderful
witnessing testimony, I still feel a
little scared for He stands so close
to me. It seems He always keeps

an eye on me and keeps His g o,
ears listening to me. E@}Zf‘
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Laotian
Ministry

An Opportunity
to share

Sue Petentler

Thc Doctrine and Covenants
says of Zion:

And there shall be
gathercd unto it out of
every nation under
heaven....And it shall
come (o pass that the
righteous shall be gathered
out from among all
nations. .. —45:13-14

I believe I was blessed with the
opportunity to share somewhat in
helping fulfill this prophecy.

For ten years I worked with
the Laotian refugee program in
Independence, Missouri. Names
such as Piane, Khene, Prasith,
Noudam, Khanpone, Somlith,
Anonith, and Thene now sound
familiar to my typical Midwestern
mind. They bring to remembrance
good memories of lovely light
brown faces reflecting apprecia-
tion and untold gratitude for tasks
and services done for them.

Many times I felt Christ and
his ministering angels beside me as
I worked among these people:
teaching English to adults; secur-
ing employment for untrained,
non-English speaking men and
women; teaching new food substi-
tutes; enrolling chitdren in school;
being present at the delivery of
our first Lao-American—named
Sue; and babysitting for 20 pre-
schoolers with only one English
speaking four-year-old present.

The church actually only spon-
sored seven families, but more
than 100 Laotians live in In-
dependence. How did this come
about? Because of the climate of

Don Beebe

Phovong Khongmaly, age four. attended
the preschool with other Laotian children.

love and caring in this place
families have sent for their people
in other states. It has been said
that more Southeast Asian lives
were lost from 1962-1982 than
Jews in the Nazi Holocaust. Given
the same set of circumstances, I
would have done exactly the same
thing—get my brothers, sisters,
parents, and countless cousins to a
land of refuge.

Lehi prophesies concerning a
land of liberty.

Yea, the Lord hath

covenanted this land unto

me, and to my children for

ever;

And also all those who
should be led out of other
countries, by the hand ef
the Lord.

Wherefore. . .there shall
none come into this land,
save they shall be brought
by the hand of the Lord.

And...it shall be a land of

liberty unto them.

—2 Nephi 1:8-12

It is not an accident the Lao-
tians were brought to this place at
this time. One day our Laotian
friends will know of a surcty why
they chose this particular place to
scttle. Some of them shared, ‘‘On
the map it looked safe. No water
for enemy boats; no mountains
for the enemy to hide.”’

These families have known
nothing but war all of their lives.
Before coming here, they farmed
on the banks of the Mekong
River, the very river every man,

woman, and child swam to free-
dom. Now, most of the men sup-
port their families by doing
maintenance work and their wives
and families produce their food in
wonderfully productive gardens.

We can learn much from these
pecople God sent to his place. But,
what more can we do for these
people after their immediate needs
have been met? How can they be
taught or shown the dignity God
intended for a more abundant
life? We can share, demonstrate,
and strive to bring about the cause
of Zion.

Once the Lao Association
asked me to obtain a place for
teaching Lao as a written language
in order to ensure their youngsters
would not forget their culture and
history. After securing the place,
the Laotians ceremoniously
rewarded us with the opportunity
to share our Christian stories and
culture with these same children
the hour following the language
lesson.

Refugee ministry opened up
for me a vast new concept of
God’s caring for his Creation. |
used to feel so fortunate to be one
of God's chosen. Now | know the
absolute truth: chosen to
share—chosen to tcach—chosen to
demonstrate the Zionic concept
and make it a reality.

My Laotian brothers and
sisters express overwhelming
gratitude for services performed
for them. Many, many times my
new friends asked me, ‘*“Why do
you do this for my family?’’

“*Because I love you and
because Jesus Christ loves you.’' |
told them some day they would
understand.

One man asked me, ‘‘Have |
met this Jesus Christ yet?"’

I reassured him. One day he
would.

Editor’s Note: Surely this man
met Jesus Christ in Sue and the
others who did the works of Jesus

among the Laotians. @ﬁ%
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ZENOS

One of the Major Prophets
Rae Simmons

What Book of Mormon
reader does not recognize the
name Zenos? It appears frequently
throughout the book. Yet little is
known of this prophet. When did
he live? Why do so many Book of
Mormon writers quote his words
and teach his prophecies?

Judging from the scope of his
teachings, Zenos seems to have
been a prophet of major propor-
tions. He tells of the Jews
becoming a hiss and a byword and
being hated among all nations. He
speaks of the redemption of the
House of Israel, the gathering,
and the salvation of the Lord in
much the same manner as the
prophet lsaiah.

What little is known of Zenos
one gleans from Book of Mormon
writers. Many of these personal-
ities call on the writings of Zenos
to support their teachings, in-
cluding Nephi, Jacob, Alma,
Amulck, Samuel the Lamanite,
and Nephi, son of Helaman.

Nephi introduces the prophet
Zenos. He quotes extensively from
his prophecies concerning condi-
tions that would exist at the time
of Christ’s death (I Nephi
5:242-257). Zenos prophesied that
at that time the Lord God would
visit all the House of Israel. In
this instance he speaks of visiting
them in both judgment and in
mercy (1 Nephi 5:245). This was
fulfilled on this land when the
more righteous were spared, but
the wicked were destroyed in
divers manners,

Zenos gives unigue informa-
tion concerning this time.

And because of the groanings
of the earth, many of the
kings of the isles of the sea
shall be wrought upon by the
Spirit of God, (o exclaim,
The God of nature suffers.
—1 Nephi 5:250

Nowhere else is it written that
the Spirit of God brought knowl-
edge 10 man that these calamities
occurred because the *‘God of
nature’’ suffered.

Mormon, in his narrative, also
writes that Zenos testified of

things to come at the time of
Chirist’s crucifixion (3 Nephi
4:71-72). He gives added informa-
tion that Zcnos spoke particularly
concerning the remnant of the
seed of Joseph, which the
Nephites were.

Mormon makes a most impor-
tant observation about Zenos. He
says the prophet’s words are writ-
ten upon the brass plates and
Zenos foo was of the tribe of
Joseph.

Yea, the prophet Zenos did
testify of these things, and
also Zenock spake concerning
these things, because they
testified particular concerning
us, who are the remnant of
their seed.

Behold our father Jacob also
testified concerning a rem-
nant of the seed of Joseph.
And behold, are not we a
remnant of the seed of
Joseph?
And these things which
testify of us, are they not
written upon the plates of
brass which our father L.ehi
brought out of Jerusalem?
—3 Nephi 4:71-73

Through Nephi, the son of
Helaman and one of the twelve
disciples chosen by Christ, comes
the knowledge that Zenos lived
after Abraham.

And now [ would that ye
should know, that even since
the days of Abraham, there
have heen many prophets that
have testified these things;

Teachings of Zenos

Parable of the Olive Tree (Jacob 3:30-153)

Guidclines for prayer and worship
(Alma 16:178-184)

Mercy and redemption come through the
Son of God (Alma 16:184, 205)

God’s covenant with the House of Israel
(1 Nephi 5:253)

The salvation of the Lord (1 Nephi 5:256)

Prophecies

Conditions in this land at Christ's cruci-
fixion (1 Nephi 5:242-250)
Judgment on the House of Isracl
(1 Nephi 5:245-248)
Persecution of the Jews {1 Nephi 5:252)
The gathering (] Nephi 5:255)
Redemption of the House of Isracl
(1 Nephi 5:253-256)
Lamanites restored to a knowledge of
the truth (Helaman 5:101)

yea, behold, the prophet
Zenos did testify boldly.
—Helaman 3:53

Jacob gives the longest exam-
ple of Zenos’s words. He quotes
in its entirety the marvelous
‘‘Parable of the Olive Tree"’
(Jacob 3:30-153). The Apostle
Paul gives evidence that he knew
this parable in his sermon to the
Gentiles (Romans 11:13-25), and
Isaiah uses the parable of the vine-
yard in referring to Judah (lsaiah
5:1-7). Zenos addresses this
parable to the House of Israel and
describes himself in the opening
verse as ‘‘a prophet of the Lord.”

Alma 1l calls Zenos ‘“‘the
prophet of old.’’ The very use of
““the’’ indicates Zenos was a well-
known and revered prophet.

In his speech to the Zoramites
(Alma 16:178-184), Alma quotes
Zenos on prayer and worship.
This is truly a psalm equal in
beauty to those of David and gives
an intriguing glimpse into Zenos’s
life. In this psalm of praise, Zenos
testifies it is because of God's Son
we receive mercy. Amulek, also
speaking to the Zoramites, quotes
Zenos as saying ‘‘redemption
cometh through the Son of God’’
(Alma 16:178-205).

Interestingly, Samuel the
Lamanite, while prophesying from
the wall in Zarahemla mentions
Zenos. He says Zenos was one of
the many prophets who spoke of
the Lamanite remnant being
restored ‘‘again, to the knowledge
of the truth’’ in the last days
(Helaman 5:101).

Samuel’s reference to Zenos
implies that the Lamanites, con-
verted through the effort of
Ammon and others, were made
familiar with the teachings on the
brass plates.

Samuel prophesied that at the
time of Christ’s death darkness
would cover the face of this land
for three days (Helaman 5:76).
Zenos, too, bore witness of three
days of darkness (I Nephi 5:242),

Zenos, a martyr for Christ,
sealed his testimony with his
blood. He ‘‘did testify boldly; for
the which he was slain’’ (Helaman
3:53). Yet, because of the many
Book of Mormon writers who dili-
gently recorded his prophecies, his

words and testimony live on.@?
(A
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Maya Language and the Book of Mormon

Lyle Smith

The more I dig into Mesoamerican archacology, the more convinced I become that Mesoamerica is the setting of
the Book of Mormon. My study has helped me recognize certain similarities bet ween Maya hieroglyphs and themes
or ideas in the Book of Mormon.

Ninety-five percent of Maya hieroglyphs existing today were carved after A.D. 300. This means Lamanites
engraved them at the end of or after the Book of Mormon era. We should not expect Lamanites to make heros of
Nephite leaders. 1nstead the glyphs would chronicle Lamanite history.

What then can be compared between the Book of Mormon story and Maya hieroglyphs? Language concepts,
for one. The following partial list of parallels presents supporting evidence that Book of Mormon events did take
place in Mesoamerica. Taken as a whole, the list offers impressive evidence of Book of Mormon themes in the
Maya area.

Book of Mormon Maya Language
A. Real History A.
Since its printing in 1829, the Book of Mormon
has claimed to be true history, about real events,
kings, and wars.

Real History

Up to about 1960, prevailing opinion of Maya
archacologists held that Maya hieroglyphs did
not tell about people and places, but rather
about ritual, astronomy, and calendrical calcula-
tions. Now authorities recognizc the glyphs relate
to the births, accessions, and life events of Maya
kings (Coc 1987:184; Hanks 1989:165; Morley
1983:513: and Schele 1990:58).

. Origins of Maya Writing

1. Many archacologists feel Maya writing
Mosiah leaving the land of 1 R, A developed in the Guatemala highlands and
Nephi, going down (northward) | - Pacific Coast arcas from 600 to 50 B.C.
to the land of Zarahemla, L kt LRI T Archaeology indicates a migration of people

B. Origins of Mulckite Writing ¢
1. The Book of Mormon story of J; =¥

corresponds almost exactly from the Guatemalan mountains going north,
with current archacological down to the Peten area, about 200 B.C. This
understanding of the time and migration brought religious concepts and
place. Mosiah and his people hicroglyphic writing (Hanks 1989:165-166;
brought to the lowlands Morley 1983:536; Schele 1990:1; and Willey
religious beliefs and a system 1985:175).
of writing. 2. For many years, stela 29 of Tikal with a date
2. After the golden age, ‘‘ites” of A.D. 293 has been considered the carliest
once again began as carly as undisputed Maya dated hicroglyph. Now,
A.D. 231. By A.D. 300, war carlier stela have been found in the Salana
prevailed among the Nephites Valley in Guatemala showing a date of 400
and Lamanites. Maya stone monuments B.C. Both of these dates fit well with Book of
engraved to honor kings emerged about Mormon chronology. The preponderance of
the same time. This is consistent with the glyphs, however, appear after A.D. 300
Book of Mormon history. (Coc 1987:178; Hanks 1989:165-168; and
Morley 1983:536).
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It Came To Pass

Almost from the printing of the Book of
Mormon, readers have recognized the repeated
use of the phrase ‘‘and it came to pass.”’

It Came To Pass

Only in the past three to four years have Maya
hicroglyphs been translated to read “‘it came to
pass.’' This phrase is now accepted as being
frequently used in the Maya hieroglyphic texts
(Schele 1990:26).
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The throne can be seen at the Museo Nacional in Guatemnala City.

D. Power of Spoken and Written Language

The following passage from Alma contirms verbal

communication was more than just words.
And now, as the preaching of the word had
had a greater tendency to lead the people to do
that which was just; yea, it had had more
powerful effect upon the minds of the people
than the sword, or anything else, which had
happened unto them; therefore Alma thought
it was expedient that they should try the virtue
of the word of God.

—Alma 16:82

The dramatic role the brass plates and plates of
Nephi play in the existence of the Nephite nation
also reinforces this idea. When Mosiah went down
to Zarahemla, he took the records and the ability
to write and translate. He became king over the
Mulekites because he had the records even though
the Mulekites far outnumbered the Nephites. Hav-
ing the written records meant authority to those
who possessed them, much like having a national
symbol. In addition, Lehi and Nephi substantiated
their genealogy with the plaies. The records gave
the Nephites their national identity; they allowed
them to retain the language of their fathers for
their children (1 Nephi 1:82) and a knowledge of
the law in order to keep the commandments (i
Nephi 1:117-119). The records, or words, carried a
far stronger impact than just a means of routine
communication. The records were sacred, words
about God.

Three-dimensional, deeply engraved glyphs on the buck of Stela

M. which stands at the base of the Hieroglyphic Stairway in
Copan, Henduras. record evenls in the life of the ruler carved

qlaug i

Hieroglyphs carved on a threne (A.D. 785) fron & palace in Piedras Negras, Guatcinala, commemoraie the king,

D. Power of Spoken and Written Language

The recent text, Word and Image In Maya
Culture, predominantly discusses one of five
themes essential to Mesoamerican verbal and
iconographic ideas: ‘‘the extraordinary power of
spoken and written language as a symbolic entity
in itself, beyond its neutral role as a medium tor
routine communication’ (Hanks 1989:5). Maya
hieroglyphs engraved on stone became more than
just words; they became a royal prerogative and
support, a mandate from heaven. They assumed
a hallowed position and carried an aura of
mystery. The stone hieroglyphs were sacred,
words about the gods.




E. Language Groups

The Book of Mormon tells of the Jaredites
coming from the great tower to the promised
land. They occupied the land 2000 years before
the arrivals of Mulek and Lehi. In that time, the
Jaredite language would have evolved into many
languages probably covering North, Central, and
South America. Lehi and Mulek had a common

E. Language Groups
Linguists believe the Maya family of languages
had one common origin and is not related to
other languages in the New World. The Maya
language is relatively new and intrusive in
Mesoamerica (Hanks 1989:28).

language when they left Jerusalem. Therefore,
according to the Book of Mormon, two basic
language families came to the promised land.

F. Phonetic Hebrew and
Egyptian
Both Hebrew and
Egyptian were phonetic
languages at 600 B.C.
Therefore, any writing
systems developed or
reformed by the people
of Lehi should show
evidence of phonetic
writing.

18 (
- \ -
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Stela 31
G. Atonement

The predominant witness in the Book of

“‘Scattering glyph, ** carved on the side of Stele C, Quiriqua. A.D.
775. represents letting or shedding of blood. This stela aiso shows
the year from which the classic Mava caiculared time, 3114 B.C.

F. Maya Hieroglyphs Phonetic

Another milestone in the decipherment of the
glyphs has been the recent understanding of their
phoneticism. Originally, it was thought that the
glyphs were only picture writing. It is now
understood that the Maya could express any idea
they wished phonetically (Morley 1983:532 and
Schele 1990:22).

. Letting of Blood

The shedding of blood by Maya kings to recreate

Mormon proclaims God sent his Son to make an
atonement for all mankind to provide life after
this period of probation. Without Christ’s sacri-
fice, life after death does not exist. This infinite
shedding of blood could be accomplished only by

the cycle of time and the cosmos is a major
theme of Maya hieroglyphics. If the kings did
not sacrifice some of their own blood, the new
era of time or life would not begin (Hanks
1989:5; Justeson 1984:307; Schelc 1990:30; and

the Son of God.

H. Credence Through Lineage
The Book of Mormon, a religious history, is
written from the perspective of Nephi’s
descendants. Many of the authors used their
lineage from Nephi to establish their own
authenticity. Mormon, a prime example,
identified himself as a descendant of Nephi®’

(Mormon 1:6) ‘“and a pure descendant of Lehi"’

(3 Nephi 2:102).

Schele 1986:175). This concept directly
corresponds, in corrupted form, to Book of
Mormon teachings on the atonement.

. Credence Through Lineage

Maya kings in the third through seventh centuries
A.D. would often recognize and glorify some
earlier kings as being related to them. They did
this to give legitimacy to their own right to rule
in the eyes of their subjects. Stela 31 of Tikal is a
good example. Engraved in A.D. 455, it refers to
a king of Tikal who ruled in A.D. 317. The
glyphs document that lineage figured prominently
in the Maya kings’ right to reign (Hanks 1989:5

and 125). \{z,@})
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Meet FRAA’s New
President—Michael Gatrost
(Continued from back cover )

Was there any particular influence
in your life that instilled in you a
desire to serve?

The dedication of my parents
caused a strong sense of purpose
for both of my sisters and myself.
It was 40 miles to our nearest
church, but we often drove it
several times a week. At times, }
resented the long and tiring
journey. Yet, as I grew older |
realized how deeply my parents
believed in the gospel. For my
father, he was keeping a promise
he had made years ago.

What promise was that?

At the close of World War [, my
father was stationed in Germany.
He began wondering what his life
would be like when he returned
home. His wife was Catholic, he
had three children, and he didn’t
attend church. One evening he
went out from camp to pray.
“Dear God,’’ he prayed, “if you
will help me, I'll try to take my
family to church.”

Later that evening, he was
awakened by an angel at the foot
of his bed. The angel didn’t say
anything, but motioned to a
newspaper suspended in the air. It
read, ‘‘“To Sergeant Gatrost from

References tfrom page B

19. Nichiolson, lrene. Mexican and Ceniral
American Mythology, London: Paul
Hamlyn, 1967,

20, Schater, Edwaid H. Ancieni China. New
York: Time, Inc., 1967.

21. Sciournc, Laurciic. Burning Waser, New
York: Grove Press, inc., 1960,

22, Silkock, Arnold. tutreduciion i Chinese
Art and History. New Yark: Oxtord
University Press, 1943,

23, Simmons, Veractl W. Peaples, Places and
Prophecies. rev. ed. [ndependence,
Missouri: Zarahcmla Rescarch Founda.
tion, Inc., 1986.

24. Weaver, Muriel Poster. The Alsecs, Maya,
and Thew Predecessors. New Yaork:
Seminar %ress, 1972,

25, Whittick, Arnold, Symbols for Designers.
London: Crosby Lockwood and Son,
Lid., 1935.

26. Williains. C. A. S. Qutlines of Chinese
Svanbolistn and Ast Motives, 3rd rev.
eod. New York: Dover Publications,
1976.

27. Yang Xin, Li Yibua, and Xu Nainiang, 7e

Art of the Dragen. Boston; Shambhala,

|988.

God,”’ followed by, ‘‘Sergeant
Gatrost returns home July 23.”
Then the angel left.

The next day my father circled
the date on his calendar, still
several months away. As the date
neared, my father’s unit was
called up, and he found himself
standing on the pier waiting to
board a troopship for home. As
he counted the days it would take
on the boat, he realized he would
not get home by July 23.

At that moment, a surly
officer whom he had not gotten
along with, singled him out and
ordered him to remain behind in
Germany. This so disappointed
my father that he struck the
officer and landed himself in the
stockade. Now he wouldn’t be
going home at all!

Good fortune prevailed after a
few days, however, when a
friendly colonel got the charges
dismissed and new orders for him
to be shipped home. On his way
to Paris with a military escort, he
asked what country's ship he
would be sailing. The soldier
replied, **You won't be going
home on a ship. You fly home
tomorrow on Pan American.”

When my father stepped off
the plane in New York it was July
23, the date the angel had shown
him.

I watched my dad seek to serve
the Lord all his life in response to
the angel’s visit; my mother and
all of us children were baptized.
['ve never forgotten his dedication
and his experience. 1 believe one
recason | wanted to work in the
Foundation was because a similar
conviction and belief prevails
among those who are a part of
FRAA. I know the Lord is in this
work.

What do you see as primary goals
for FRAA in the coming year and
Suture?

Our overall goal is simple—to
promote the witness of the Book
of Mormon in any way we can
among all people. To do this, we

need to secure a headquarters
building to house offices, the
library, video production room,
and storage. This is an urgent and
immediate goal.

On the other hand, one of the
most important goals of the
Foundation is to continue reach-
ing out to thousands of people
with resources that strengthen
faith in the validity of the Book of
Mormon. We try to do this in
several ways. The Witness, our
quarterly publication, currently
reaches approximately 40,000
individuals. Letters we receive
express gratefulness for the
instruction and insight found in
The Witness.

Also, we plan to build and
operate a first-rate library to
support archaeological research,
maintain our video production,
continue publishing materials
pertinent to the Book of Mormon,
continue our annual conference,
and increase the regional seminars.

How can members help the
Foundation accomplish its goals?

Many ways present themselves to
me. First, is prayer. Support by
way of prayer cannot be meas-
ured. Then, different volunteer
opportunities exist for those living
in this area. For those further
away, keeping alert for articles
and books relating to all areas of
rescarch concerning the Book of
Mormon and sending this infor-
mation into the Foundation helps
expand our research resources.
And of course, a most tangible
way is to become a member of
Helaman’s Two Thousand, a
group of monthly contributors.
With God’s grace and help,
the efforts of our fifteen dedicated
board members, FRAA’s strong
support committees, and hundreds
of diligent volunteers, I see the
Foundation growing, expanding,
and ministering to the lives of
many pcople. I am excited about
the future and hope others will
join us in our efforts.
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““I Know The Lord Is In This Work”’

Meet FRAA’s New President
Michael Gatrost

Editor: [ know our readers are eager to know
something about you. Will you tell us a little about
your background?

Gatrost: Originally my family lived in a small town
in Kentucky. After graduating from high school
there, I attended Graceland for two years and later
completed a law degree at the University of Missouri
in Kansas City in 1971. Since that time, I have
practiced law in the Kansas City area. My wife Julie
and I and our three children live in Lee’s Summit,
Missouri.

How did you become involved with the Foundation?

A dear friend, Ella Coile of Kansas City, introduced
Julie and me to Thelona Stevens and the
Foundation. I had read some of Thelona’s books
written several decades earlier, and I expected to
meet a woman whose primary accomplishments and
goals were behind her. She was 82 the first time we
met. Yet, for two hours we sat enthralled as she
spoke to us about the gospel and the Book of
Mormon. Never had I met anyone as knowledgeable
in all three books. Her conviction and enthusiasm
for the gospel caused us to leave that night wanting
to dedicate our lives in a similar manner.

Later, Thelona asked me to join the Foundation
as a board member.
(Continued inside on p. 15.)
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