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Jerusalem symbolizes the hope of a 
united Israel when all 1he Lribes will be 
gathered together. 

PhoLO by Jim Dunning. 
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Guatemala Tour 
Come stay in the Jungle Lodge at Tikal ! Join the yearly archaeology tour 
sponsored by FRAA. This year the tour will visi1 Guatemala. Meet 1he 

lovely people, explore the exotic jungles, and climb the magnificent ruins! 

DATES 

November 22-Deccmber I, 1991 

TOUR LEADERS 

Lyle Smith, chairman of the archaeology committee for FRAA. 
Sherrie Smith, editor and librarian for FRAA. 

COST 

Approximately $ I 600 

To sign up, call Lyle Smith (816) 229-5192 NOW! Or, 
write FRAA 1991 Tour, 210 White Oak, Independence, 

MO 64050 for a brochure. Tickets are reserved in March. 
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Foundation 

News 

New Building 

By the time this issue gets in
the mail, the new headquarters 
building for the Foundation 
should be about ready for 
occupancy. Work began in the 
middle of October, painting the 
exterior walls, tearing out interior 
walls, ceilings, wiring, breaking up 
the concrete drive and repouring 
new, and putting in new windows. 

In January and February, the 
inside finishing should be done. 
Target date for official opening of 
the office and sales area is the end 
of March. Look for more update 
in our next issue. 

New Brochure 

A new informational brochure 
that tells about the Foundation 
and what it does has been printed. 
lL includes a short testimony and a 
form to join Helaman's Two 
Thousand. ll can be used to share 
with friends 10 let them know why 
you are so enthusiastic about the 
work of the Foundation. If you 
would like a copy or several, 
write: FRAA Brochure, 210 White 
Oak, Independence, MO 64050. 

t'o1.1nd,1ti(Jrt fv,, HQC.lifCtl 

On Andtrlf -"tncrir.a 

-----
___ ,..,....,.,ft:--

( __ _ 

Archaeology Tour 

On December 22, 1990, the 
Mexico Gulf Coast Tour left 
Kansas City with 28 eager and 
adventurous travelers. The 
itinerary covered many Olmec and 
Maya sites including Cacaxtla, 
Comalcalco, La Venta, Palenque, 
Tres Zapotcs, Tonina, Yaxchilan, 
and La Yenta Park. A sidetrip 
was to Hill Rabon which may be 
Hill Cumorah. The tour was led 
by FRAA's archaeology commit• 
tee chairman, Lyle Smith. Glenn 
Scott, another member of the 
archaeology committee, was also 
part of the group. 

Plan now for next year's tour. 
IL wiU be November 22 to 
December I, 1991. 

Helaman's Two Thousand 

Helaman's Two Thousand 
marches onward! Nearly one 
thousand have joined this special 
group of contributors! These 

Calendar 

faithful and dedicated members 
support the work of FRAA in 
many ways. 

FRAA reaches into the lives of 
more than 18,000 homes to bear 
an affirmative testimony of the 
divinity of Jesus Christ and the 
lruth of the Book of Mormon. 
Without the support from Hela
man 's Two Thousand, FRAA 
could not do this. Exciting things 
are happening in regard to the 
Book of Mormon, and as many as 
possible should know about this 
good news. YOUR contributions 
and prayers make it happeo ! 

Why don't you, too, become a 
member of Helarnan's Two Thou
sand? Fill in the form inserted in 
this issue and send to FRAA, 210 
White Oak, Independence, MO 
64050. 

Regional Book of Mormon Days 

Plans are underway for the 
first "Spend a Day with the Book 
of Mormon" conference in Provo, 
Utah at the RLDS Church. Mark 
April 13, 1991 on your calendar. 
Those in the area plan to attend. 

Also, August 3, 1991 will be 
the date of the second annual 
Michigan region conference at 
Port Huron. These all-day 
seminars give people a chance to 
hear some of the new and exciting 
things happening in regard to new 
light and information coming 
forth validating the truth of the 
Book of Mormon. It's also a great 
opportunity to visit and share 
your testimony about the Book of 
Mormon with others. 

If you would like to host a 
conference in your area, please 
contact Michael Gatrost, (816) 
525-6391.

End of March 

April 13, 1991 

Tnrgel Dale For Opening of New IJuilding 

August 3, 1991 

N m·em her 22-
December 1, 1991 

Ut•h Spend A Day With The Buok ol' Mormon 
Conference-Provo RJ..DS Church 

Michigan Spend A Oay With The Book of 
Mormon Conft·rcnce-Por1 Huron 

Archaeology Tour-Cu!tlemala 
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Thoric Nils Cederstrom 

Introduction 

The Hope of Israel 

It was late afternoon and the 
sun was setting on a pleasam day 
in mid-May 1985. My wife and I 
had spent the entire day touring 
the medieval city of Bruges, 
Belgium, enjoying the weU
preserved buildings, cobblestoned 
streets, and ancient canals. 

The day's activities had ex
hausted us, and consequently we 
were more than ready to head 
back to our camping site to rest 
for the evening. On the way back 
to our car, however, we chanced 
upon a small bookstore tucked 
away on a narrow sidestreet. Both 
of us being avid book readers, we 
decided to stop for a few minutes 
to explore. 

A strong smell of old paper 
and leather greeted us as we 
entered. This was no ordinary 
bookstore. All the volumes on 
these shelves were ancient. They 
dated from the invention of the 
printing press up to the I 800s and 
were printed in all the European 
languages ranging from old 
English lo Latin 10 Flemish. 

As we feasted upon these 
literary treasures, I happened 
upon a tattered work entitled The

Hope of Israel by Manasseh ben 
Israel published in Amsterdam in 

Tfu, w,"'e of exptorutiun of ,,a..,, funds itt 
the Jifteemlt um/ six1eemlt cemuries mlletl 
for ,·harts an(/ mops to guide 1he mn•iga
rurs. The mup shown here <'omes from u 
large Portuguese purroltmc> 01/as of the 
mid•sixft'enth cemury. U1ulm1:ul 11111/ of 
unknown muhorship. this map is <·011-
si(lered one of the most Offltrate and 
beautiful charts uf early llmeriru. Only 
thl! left half of tlw m11p whith clepios- tht? 

southern portion of North Ameri<·a. 
Central Americ:u, u,uJ pu!'ls of South 
A mel'ica indm/i,rg Columbiu is repm
duced here. By turning the mup on its 
J·1de. ··Cc,rtugenu '' uppeors w the left of 
the firs/ point of the co111 of arms. 

The FRAA Researd, Libmry has " bibli
ography published i11 /974 /i.,iing Central 
America early 11wps up to IS6<t. wltl, 
some reproducrfous of selet1rd mops. 

the year 1651. This fascinating 
work, written during the height of 
the Catholic Inquisition, dealt 
with the scattering and gathering 
of the House of Israel. The text 
was hard to understand with its 
unfamiliar English spellings, 
strange syntax, and Gothic type
setting. Unable to afford the 
book, I made the few notes that 
were possible under the circum
stances. 

Recently, while organizing 
items in storage, I came across 
those scribblings. After decipher
ing my own hieroglyphics, I ex
panded my notes of six years ago, 
based upon my shorthand annota
tions and fragmented memory, 
into the form presented here. 

The writings of Manasseh ben 
Israel are based on descriptions by 
Aaron Levi who traveled exten-

sively throughout the Caribbean 
region in the mid-1600s. While his 
supposed findings are exciting to 
Book of Mormon believers, cau
tion and a rational approach 
should be exercised. 

The desire by the Jews of 
Europe to find the "Lost Tribes" 
and restore Israel burned pas
sionately throughout the dark 
times or the medieval period. 
Nonetheless, if we give ben Israel 
the benefit of the doubt, Aaron 
Levi's experiences match closely 
with Book of Mormon history and 
prophecy. A more complete 
analysis of The Hope of Israel and 
similar writings, which most surely 
exist, will provide a better under
standing of possible connections 
between the Zionic beliefs of the 
Restoration movement and Zionist 
ideology of modern Israel. 

OrrhodfJx Jews c(Jme 10 the Western Wall in Jerusalem /0 µray for the Messiah 10 <.·ome. 
for 1/tl! /JuUding af rhe Temple in Jerusalem. ond the restoration of the whole House uf 
Israel. The incident m tire foll of 1990 with tht• rloting uf tluzens o

f 

Palestinians during 
the Feast of T<lbt!mlldes "bt!gtm with what hos befome "" wmual a11emp1 by t'ertai11 
Onhodox Jrws to place a t·omerswm• lit th£• site whC!re Herod's Temple 011c,� swod" 
{Dovitl A. Ingraham, </Restoring Temp/11 Worship in .lrrusolem." The Cnspel Tr11tlt Vol. 
JI. No. / I (Nu,•ember 1990/:/,). The hope of Israel for the Temple 011(/ 1he gmhering of 
thC! Children uf the Covenont ,·,,111inues to burn in the lm.w,m uf 11,� .le••·s. 
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(ftalics indicate dnd qlores iion

L Aarcn Levi rclates hh ex-
perienccs of traveli. rhe Ne*
world (circum-Caribbean,

America) ro Mana$eh ben krael
and otbei eldcrc of lhe Ponnsal
nation in Amsterdaft in 16.,4.1

2. Levi, while in Port Honda
(in Durcb Guinea) conracls s6de
poneN (Indiant uilh nules to
cdry calso, Then kader is an
Indian nned Francis.us cdrel-
llnus. called Ca.tr6 by lhe

3. Durins the trip afos rhe
nounrains. the caravan is caugh!
in a slord. The lndian poner,
fearing dearh is near, confe$ their
sins, Tbey feel rh.ir punisbnenl
vas sent by God. Flancisus con
lons rhem by pron(ins that rhey
rill lseive rt$ ilthey sbould die.
The lddins rcspond thai they are
unworthy because ol tbe nagni
tudeoftheir sinr. TheY saY rhar
the exfene mistrearnem rhar they
suffer at the hmds ol rhc
Spaniards was re,, ,/ cd.

Leli cha ses lranckcus lor
bis and the olhe.lndiut crilicism
ot the Spanidds. Franciscus
responds rhar he hd nol counted
one hore of the nietis ond
.atonities irfticted b]) a tuell,
ahd inhtnane people; but theJ
should not Eae unrewnzed, loo*-
ils.ld h.tpe Iton M unknovn
/?ople (enphdk added).,

4. After rhe aorm pases, Levi
advcs ar Caltasera with his
cdava.. upon his anival, he k
arcsted and placed in prison.'
After inrense questionins, he i!
releded $ne dme latei. Levi
searches for Fra.ciscus in tbe cny
lo inqune more about qhar he
h.d said on thejour.ey. He finds
him and ros.rhn they leove the
cny. Levi confe$es to Francisus
rh^r he \s dn Hebrev, hibe aI
,evl Fra.ciscus then as*s hin
rho is his falher? Levi responds:
Abraham, haac, and Jacob, Fran
ciscur, nol satirfied conpldely,
6ks a8ain. Levi, thinking that he
wanr lo kno* his o*n larhar\

.t ,i'I

[r,

nades, gives bis fatber's proper
nane. Franciscus linally asks
{hether Levi is a J@ o//sroel,

Flanciscus lhe. ofier to take
hin on ajormey into rhc inrerior
{ith the followint condnions: he
will eat only parched ndy!, rear
clorhes ofwhne firen, and nun

5. They travel sven days,
Ening on Shabbar. They come ro
a large river whele they sop and
nakesisnals, (lt is unclear exactly
how they do tbis, wnh snoke
D€ihaps.) Three men and a
woman app.ar tion the olher side
of rhe river. They speak with the
Indian Franciscus in r langrage
unknown to Levi. Franciscus pro$
tates himsell on the srou.d
belore rhe thres men. They bid
hin sland up and then lhey en'
brace hin. They tlrn and enbra.e
Levi also. Two of the men spea*
ro Levi in Hebrew rre 4h v.f. ,/
Deut.6. Senah krael, arlonai
Ekhenu adonai ehad; that is,
Hurc O htael, the Lod out Gad
ls ore Ord. Through Franciscus

in.erp!.r.rc, lhc rhle mcn speal
lhe rollowing words (dned quotes

^. Ou Fath$ are Abtahan,
koac, Jacob, ond ktoel, ahd
the! siEnilied the Joure b!
the three f.sed ttfted up; then
thet joined Rtub?n, addine
onother JihEpt to the lotner

h. We vill b6tav sevetal
ploc6 on thd uho have a

.. Jrsephduek in the nidtt oI
rhe Sa, thet nakjrE o siEne
bt t||a trye6 put 1aceth.r,

d. The! eid (spukinq l6t)
tho4|, tuhe oJ ,s ||ill Eae
lodh 10 w, ond to t.td
undsloot; ot ehich word the!
vinked, a.d nanEd theit l?tt

c. One doJ w sholl o11 oJ us
talke toEethet, the! tuihE, ao.
bo, bo, bo; ohd te shdll cotne
foih as isttine ott of oul

L A celoine MaehE t shol

s. Ftun.b.us shall te Nu
sanewhat note oI th6e
thinqs, the! nokiq a siene
uilh rheitJivet, that mrch

h. sultet w thot \|e no!
ptepare ouNlr6: an.l the'
turninE tAen hands ond ldL?s
ever, M!, thus praled 10
Aod. DO NOT STAY LONG.
i. Sdd 1e.lve hQh, thp! nak
inE a iEne, thot the! world
hare nen that hod beords. ohd
wha are stillful in witi"E.
6. Theneetins lass aU day

lo.s. The sabe ned return two
nore days ad lepst the sane
lhings said edlier. Levi becones
lrusrated vben hh queiions de
nor ansvered and attemps to
.ro$ ths river. He is not auowed
ro do so. rhe men war. hin not to

Levi bdeny de$dbes rhc dres
and nannec of tbe people.Iinal-
ly, Levi Drepares 10 leave to so
back to Cadagena. Foi hk rerurn
jolmey, he k given trovisions by

7. On lhe rjp back, Franckcus
reveals nole informalion handed
down to hin by his fathe(, He

THE wtT ESS ' sp.inc taal



tells Levi, "Thy Brethren are the 
Sons of Israel, and brought thither 
by the providence of God." Fran
ciscus also admits that his people 
(the Indians) used to treat the 
people beyond the river (the Sons 
of Israel) worse than the 
Spaniards now treat his own 
people. At one time, his people 
were al battle with the brethren 
beyond the river. They had 
followed the advice and counseling 
of the Magicians who incited them 
lo destroy the Sons of Israel 
completely. They were not only 
unsuccessful, but severely beaten. 
The Indians decided to destroy the 
magicians because of the bad 
counsel they had given. After their 
defeat, the Indians sent leaders 
(cazici) to learn from the people 
beyond the river. 

8. Upon returning from the
trip, Franciscus brings three other 
cazici, bearers of the same knowl
edge as his, to meet with Levi in 
Port Honda. After conversing, 
they leave Levi to fmish a business 
with the wicked Spaniards. 
Franciscus says that he is going to 
visit Levi's brethren (the people 
beyond the river) with the other 
three Hebrew cazici. Franciscus 
promises to return and bring Levi 
out of bondage. He commands 
Levi not to doubt, but he who 
cannot lye will help us; according 
to his Word; endeavor you in the 
meanewhile that those men may 
come. 

Discussion and Conclusion 

The Jews in Medieval Europe 
were under incredible pressures to 
forgo the religion of their 
ancestors and assimilate into 
mainstream Catholic culture. Con
sequently, they longed with a 
passion to find their long lost 
brethren scattered since the time 
of the First Temple.' Perhaps the 
account of Levi reflects more a 
burning desire to gather the 
Children of the Covenant rather 
than an accurate, historical 
accouming of actual events. 

Nonetheless, his perceptions of 

native Americans, even though 
obviously influenced by his 
ideology, are intriguing. Book of 
Mormon scholars will readily 
recognize the parallels between 
this account of Levi's experiences 
and the predictions and prophecies 
recorded in the ancient records of 
the Nephites. 

Of particular interest, however, 
are the perceptions by the Indians 
of the Spaniards and the state
ments by the people beyond the 
river (i.e. to tread underfoot). 
There almost seems to be an 
underlying implication of a con
clusive reckoning with the Euro
pean conquering forces by an 
alliance between the Indians and 
the Sons of Israel. 

ln the final analysis, docu
ments such as this book The Hope 
of Israel prove to be extremely 
interesting-even though their 
absolute validity is difficult to 
prove-because they indicate an 
unending faith in the ultimate 
gathering process yet to occur. 
The Jews of the Diaspora never 
relinquished their dream of 
gathering back 10 Zion, and many 
maintained the hope that their lost 
brethren carried off centuries 
before them would one day 
return. 

For the descendants of Judah 
and of the tribe of Levi, the 
return to the land of Israel move
ment began as a trickle during the 
last century. It turned into a 
deluge after the Holocaust of 
World War lJ and gave rise to the 
modern state of Israel. The belief 
in a common homeland for all the 
children of Israel played a key role 
in the making of this miracle in 
the face of overwhelming odds. 

Many Restorationists share 
similar beliefs about the eventual 
regathering of the House of Israel 
and see themselves as active 
partners in the process. The 
Zionic process basically represents 
the ingathering of scattered 
remnants of .Israel among the 
Gentiles.• 

Therefore, the importance of 

documents like the one described 
here are not diminished by their 
questionable historical "validity," 
but rather they poignantly symbol
ize the fervent belief shared by 
many Jews and Restorationists 
that the scattered remnants of the 
House of Israel will be united 
once again under the same 
spiritual roof. 

Footnotes: 

'The majority of Jewish residents in Por
tugal had ncd LO the Low Coumries by 
Lhe mid-1600s or LO Lhc New World 10 
avoid perseculion by Lh¢ 1nquisition or 
forced conversion to Catholicism. 

� The term cazict1s has been corrupted to 
cadque in Spanish which means chief, 
/eadt!r, or ruler. 

• The mistreatment of the Indians by the
Spaniards is legendary. For an indepth
look at 1he circumstances of Spanish rule
in Lhe Americas, consult The Spanish
Struggle of Justice ;,, 1/te Conquest of
Americ" by Lewis Hanke, The Spar,islt
Empire in Ame,;,•o by C. H. Haring.
and Apologetico his10ria de las Indios by
llartolomc de las Casas or Tire Life 011d
Wriri11gs of Barrotame de las Casas by
Henry R. Wagner.

'The accoum does not specify why Aaron
Levi was arrested, but the most probable 
reason was tha1 he was suspected of 
being a practicing Jew by the Papal 
authorities since he seems Lo have 
iraveled from Dutch Guinea (a 
Protestant region) to Cartagena (under 
Catholic jurisdiction) which is now in 
present-day Colombia. For more 
information regarding Calholic 
persecution of Jews i11 the New World, 
consult • 'Crypw•Jcws in Mexico During 
the Sixteenth Century" by Arnold 
\Viznilt.Cr in American Jewish Historic:o/ 
Quarrerly Vol. 41 (1962); Tire Mexican 
ltrquisilion of the Si . ..:teenth Cemury by 
Richard E. Greenleaf; and Los judios en 
la Nue,1

0 Espana by Alfonso Toro. 

' For other interesting accoums of visits lO 
sc.attcrcd remnants see Post Bib/lea/ 
Hebrew Urerarure by B. Halpler; Jewish 
Travellers edited by Elkan Nathan Adler; 
11Travels in Abyssinia" by Joseph 
Halevy in 1\1iscelltmy of Hebrew Lltera• 
ture Part II, Society of Hebrew Litera• 
turc,London 1877 (His writings record 
the f1rsl attempt to visit the Falasha Jews 
of Ethiopia); and "The Caucasian 
Moumain Jews" by Fannina W. Halle in 
Commentary October 1946. 

'Much excellen1 literature deals with the 
topic of the gathering and restoration of 
lhe House of Israel. l recommend one 
panicular work entitled Problems of 
Industrial Zion by J. A. Koehler. 

/i:'::, 
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Chronicles of the Nephites 

My wife Penny and I
journeyed as part of a Christian 
tour group to Israel in March 
1990. While there in the land of 
the Israelites, we distributed ten 
Chronicles of the Nephites (The 
Book or Mormon). It was a mean
ingful experience walking some of 
the same places Christ walked, 
made all the more meaningful as 
we gave the gift of His book to 
Jewish peoples. 

One night, as Penny and I 
were walking around the area of 
Tiberias, we searched for someone 
to present a book to. We passed 
several Jewish people, but never 
felt led by the Spirit to give them 
one. Previously, we had prayed 
that the Lord would lead us to the 
persons He wanted to receive the 
Holy Book. We wanted to be in
srruments in his hand to carry out 
his work in these latter days. 

In our walk, we saw an Or
thodox Jew praying outside hjs 
apartment, standing and facing his 
wall. Penny turned to me and 
said, "Let's give him a book." 

I replied, "Do you know he is 
probably a Hassidic Orthodox 
Jew? They are very strict in their 
belief of Old Testament law!" 

Then, the Spirit spoke to my 
mind and confirmed what my wife 
had said. I quickly petitioned the 
Lord as to how we might do this, 
as the man was praying. "Just 
wait," came that small still voice. 

After a few seconds, I was 
rurected to begin walking toward 
hjm. As soon as I took one step, 
he stopped praying and turned to 
rebuke a dog who had come up 
next to him. We approached him 
and said, "Shalom. This is a 
gift." He took the book and said, 
"Shalom." We left. 

I reallzed that as we worked to 
honor the Lord and do his work, 
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Jim Dunning 

he would bring to pass those ex
periences chat would be beneficial 
to us and the Jews we were io 
touch. The next book wenc to a 
young man ac che Western Wall 

Our tour guide was Jewish, 
raised by a Jewish mother and a 
Christian father. She was well 
versed in all of the Bible. She 
often stayed for the worship ser-

Jim and Penny Dunulng with Jerusalem in the background. For 11vo years. Penny 
managed FHAA ·s tomplller progmm for Nelumtm ·s Two Thousand. 

who was passing out material on 
the teachings of the Torah. I ac
cepted his l.iteratu:re, and when 1 
presented him with a book, he ini
tially withdrew his hand. Then he 
said, "We should exchange 
literature. You took mine. 1 will 
cake yours." 

My wife and I gave away the 
books in our spare time, in the 
evenings, and on our free day. 
Two Jewish sbopkeepers radiated 
the love of God in their 
countenances, and we could tell 
they loved the Lord God. They 
both graciously accepted the 
books, and one promised he 
would read il cover to cover. 

vices held by our group. We pray 
for her, and ask your prayers that 
the book we gave her might pro
duce fruic in her life and lead her 
to the true gospel of Jesus Christ. 

As we were led by the Spirit, 
we were blessed by the Lord and 
Savior in each of the ten books 
distributed. "I will never leave 
you alone as you seek to honor 
me and do my work" came to my 
mind often. 

We pray we have planced seeds 
which will be harvested by others 
as the good fruit of the gospel is 
produced. 
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Unexpected Danger 

by Viola Veit Presler 

Illustrated by Aaron Presler 

(A might-have-been story based 
on Jeremiah 38:17-20, Judges 
14:5-6, 1 Nephi 1 :18-26, Jeremiah 
9:2.) 

SYNOPSIS: It has been nearly a 
year since Nephi came of age and 
went up to the city of Jerusalem 
to stay with Uncle Ishmael and 
learn metal work. But the Lord 
has given Nephi another 
dream-so Father has appren
ticed him in the school of 
Jonathan the Scribe. There he has 
rejoiced in memorizing the word 
of God. Unt/1 today. 

The words of Ben Shaphan
rang In Nephi's ears. "In the 
name of Laban, Governor of 
Jerusalem, I arrest you, Jonathan, 
the scribe. I proclaim your house 
condemned. I claim it for the use 
of Zedekiah, King of Israel. He, 
has need of a prison for men 
such as you!" (Jeremiah 38:17-20) 

"Class dismissed," Nephi's 
beloved teacher Jonathan com
manded sternly. The students fled 
out the side entrance, scattering 
like fall leaves blown by the wind. 

Nephi hesitated. He wanted to 
stand by Rabbi Jonathan, but the 
rabbi's stern command was not to 
be questioned. What should he 
do? 

Flee, but where? And where 
was Father who had promised to 
meet him at the school today? 
He knew that prophets had been 
stoned. He knew that Captain 
Laban had begun to arrest them 
and throw them into prison. Nephi 
was quite sure that Laban was 
looking for Father. 

Should he return to Uncle 
Ishmael's house? Yet if Father 
were there, Nephi might lead his 
enemies to him. Anyway, he 
might endanger the lives of Uncle 
Ishmael's family. Then where 
should he go? 

One answer and one alone 
seemed to speak to his heart, 
"Home! Go home, Nephi! Flee 
this wicked city ripe for destruc
tion!" an Inner voice said. 

But home is a day's journey, 
and It Is already midmorning now, 
Nephi thought. How could he ever 
get home before dark? In the 
darkness thieves came out and 
animals searched for food. I must 
make full speed, Nephi thought. 
The Lord God will help me. He 
has delivered me out of the hand 
of Captain Laban and his men 
this day, and He will give me 
strength to hasten." 

Was anybody following? Nephi 
saw no one. Safely past the 
throng at the Western Gate, he 
began to run. Ah, It was good to 
stretch out his long legs and 
move! 

Already fall rains had begun. 

The wadis, the riverbeds, were not 
dry now. There might well be an 
afternoon rain shower, and that 
meant flash floods. He had better 
not follow the river through the 
valley, but run higher up 
alongside. 

Through fields of barley and 
groves of sycamore figs, Nephi 
darted, Jumping terraced lime
stone walls as if they were 
hurdles in a race, for truly he 
raced the sun. Through brush
wood and pines, scrubby fir and 
spreading oaks, Nephi ran down 
the western slopes of Jerusalem, 
always alongside the Nahal (River) 
Rephaim toward Ramoth-Lehi, his 
home. 

At last, Nephi sank down on a 
rock wall to ease his heaving 
sides. He must rest, Just for a 
moment. Gasping for air, he 
noticed that the sun which had 
been directly above his head 
when he passed Beth-haccherem 
was toward the west. He must not 
lose his race with the sun! 

Nephi caught his breath and 
ran on. For the first time he 
realized that although he knew 
these hills well, he had never 
come alone before. Alone? Was 
not the Almighty God with him? 
What was he thinking? He must 
pray! 

"Lord, help me make it safely 
home," he cried aloud. "Thank 
you for saving my life so far 
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today. Take care of Uncle Ishmael 
and his family," he said through a 
sob that would not be choked 

down. "And do preserve Rabbi 
Jonathan." 

The memory of Rabbi 
Jonathan's courage to speak 
God's truth, even when caught in 
the net of danger, inspired Nephi. 
With renewed effort, he ran on. 

A sudden breeze swept over 
his sweating face. The sky was 
overcast, making It more difficult 
tor him to trace its position. 

At last, tripped by an oak root, 
Nephi tumbled downhill, sprawl• 
Ing headlong Into a small stream 
which flowed into the river below. 
Burying his steaming face In the 
water, he gulped the cold, clear 
liquid. 

He lay there in the coolness of 
the leaves, faint and shaken. How 
hungry he was! He had not eaten 
all day! 

Lifting his dripping head, he 
noticed a patch of fresh water• 
cress beneath the cool stream. 
Cress! It made him think of Sam 
and his love for herbs and wild 
foods. Perhaps I could chew on 
the leaves and gain a little 
strength, Nephi thought. Munch• 
Ing on the crisp leaves, he 
followed the stream along, going 
deeper and deeper into the forest 
shade. 

There was a big patch! He 
dropped to one knee to pick it. 

A cry, raw and primitive, shot 
through the air. Nephl's hair 
stood on end. His heart pounded. 
His legs turned to water. There, 
scarcely ten arm lengths away, 
stretched out on a limb In front of 
him, crouched-a leopard! 

Nephi just barely noticed the 
ropy tall swishing, the ears 
flattened back against the great 
head, the fangs bared, because 
the menacing glare of the yellow 
eyes held him spellbound. The 
big cat tensed. 

In the seconds that followed, 
Nephi's mind raced. What to do? 
Jump aside? Run? The least 
movement could trigger the 
spring of the big cat. 

"Be not afraid. Fear Is your 
enemy," an Inner voice said. 

"Ha! Too late," Nephi 

answered. Fear had already 
pumped its juices through his 
body. 

"Think then. Think now. 
Breathe; breathe without moving. 
Do not let the cat smell your fear. 
Do not back up. Do not shout. 
Break the gaze of the cat!" 

"God help me," Nephi prayed 
urgently. "Surely you have not 
preserved me, only to bring me 
here to this forest to die I" 

Oh, must I wrestle this cat, 
then, as Samson did the lion? 
Nephi prayed. Samson had killed 
a lion when the Spirit of God 
"came mightily upon him" 
(Judges 14:5•6). Yet Nephi felt no 
sudden surge of power. 

Oh, if only he had his bow and 
arrow, he would not have been 
caught like this without defense 
In the forest. No defense? Had 
not he himself told others that 
God was the God of the whole 
earth, his shield and defender? 

He had prayed not to fight his 
enemies. Was there a better way? 
Should he pray to love this cat as 
he had prayed to love Laman? 

"Lord God," he prayed, "I 
choose love. Send me your Spirit. 
Show me your way." 

Steadily he held the gaze of 
the big animal, knowing death 
soon would spring. 

A strange mewing came at his 
left. 

Kittens! So this was a mother 
leopard. He had Intruded on the 
mother's family. 

With that, his heart melted. 
Sorry, girl, he thought, I meant no 
harm to your children. Nephi 
breathed more deeply. 
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"I am in your hands, Lord," he 
prayed. "Be it according to your 
will." 

Again the kittens cried plain• 
lively in the brush at his left. 

The big cat stirred; a deep 
rumbling rose from her throat, but 
she held her gaze. 

Then Nephi remembered the 
words of Uncle Ishmael this last 
summer In Jerusalem. "Remem• 
ber, Nephi, when things get too 
bad around you, look up. Look up 

to the Lord." 

But I have already prayed, 
Nephi thought. To look up would 
break the gaze of the cat. She 
might spring. Yet It would be an 
act of faith In God. A risk. 

Nephi looked up. 
All at one time light flashed, 

thunder cracked, and the earth 
shook. Whal happened? Lightning 
had struck the tree before him. 



The leopard had vanished into the 
forest as quickly as she had 
appeared. 

So rapidly did all this happen 
that Nephi wondered if the cat 
had been a nightmare. The tracks 
in the mud, however, were no 
nightmare. 

He wept in relief. Fourteen 

years old, but he couldn't help It. 
As he wept, the rain came down, 
lightly, then pelted him with great 
drops, as If God wept with him. 

''Oh, Lord," Nephi prayed, 
"this day you have delivered me 
from the hand of Laban and the 
paw of the leopard. Thank you 
Lord." To Nephi, nothing was by 
chance but by the will of God. 

A great peace swept over him. 
Weak, but comforted, he backed 
away from the shadows and 
returned to the lighter parts of the 
h111s, following the river more 
closely as darkness descended. 

As the last glimmer of light 
faded, Nephi stumbled through 
his own front door, dripping wet 
and cold, breathless and spent. 

"Father! Mother! Sam! 
Laman! Lemuel! Anybody?" 

Only an eerie silence greeted 
him. Then he noticed a tiny light. 
Flying down the slippery path, 
Nephi followed the light to the 
stables, nearly knocking Lehi over 
in the doorway. 

"Father! It is you! Oh, you are 
safe!" 

"Nephi! Son!" Lehi exclaimed, 
nearly dropping the oll lamp in his 
hand. Laughing and crying, he 
grabbed Nephi, dripping clothing 
and all, and held him to his chest. 
"Where have you been, my son? 
How did you know to come 
home?" 

"I don't know, Father. A voice 
inside just said, 'Go home."' Then 
Nephi told his father all about 
Ben Shaphan, Laban's men and 
lhe arrest of Rabbi Jonathan. He 

explained he could not even go 
back to say goodbye to Uncle 
Ishmael, and about his encounter 
with the leopard. "But why are 
you down here at the stables at 
night? And why did you not come 
to the city today?" he asked. 

"It is the Lord's doing, my 
son," Lehi answered. "Last night 
the Lord spoke unto me in a 
dream, and said, 'Blessed art thou 
Lehi, because of the things which 
thou hast done; and because thou 
hast been faithful and declared 
unto this people the things which 
I have commanded thee, behold 
they seek to take away thy life 
(1 Nephi 1:24·25). Take your family 
and flee into the wilderness."' 

Nephi's mouth fell open. II 
was not uncommon for refugees 
to flee into the wilderness. From 
class he remembered the words 
of Jeremiah: "Oh, that I had in the 
wilderness a lodging place 
(Jeremiah 9:2). 

"When do we leave, Father?" 
Nephi asked softly, his thoughts 
reeling again. Troubles, it 
seemed, never came singly, but in 
packs, like wolves. 

"Now," Lehi answered. "The 
Lord said to 'flee.' There can be 
no delay." 

Somehow, the God who had 
preserved him this day would give 
him strength for the flight ahead, 
Nephi thought. 

"And how long shall we be 
gone, my father?" Nephi asked. 

"Forever," answered his 
father. 

Nephi began to help pack. 
� 

In the "Kids' Mailbox" of The Junior Witness, Winter 
1990, the question was asked, "Have you seen Jesus?" 
Chad Cruickshank, a second grader from Independence, 
Missouri sent his own well-written letter to the "Kids' 
Mailbox." 

When I Saw Jesus 
by Chad Cruickshank 

When I was three years old, I was praying with me. Then Jesus came in. Jesus put his 
In my neighbor's backyard. I bumped Into hands on my head and prayed. In lhe morning 
their swing. I got a big bump on my head. my head was all better. 
When I went to bed, my mom came in to pray 
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La Mojarra Mini-Conference Stimulates 
New Thoughts About the Writing on the Plates 

Lyle and Sherrie Smith 

On October 27, 1990, we were
privileged to attend a special con
ference on the La Mojarra Stela 
I.• Sponsored jointly by the Pre
Columbian Art Research Institute 
(P.A.R.l.) and The Fine Aris 
Museums of San Francisco, the 
conference was hosted at the 
M. H. de Young Memorial
Museum, Golden Gate Park.

Since its discovery in I 986, the 
La Mojarra Stela 1 has prompted 
much speculation and a great deal 
of study. George Stuart, director 
of the Center for Maya Research 
and staff archaeologist for 
National Geographic, called the 
stela "one of the most important 
monuments in Mesoamerica." 
Stuart, in conjunction with Fer
nando Winfield Capitaine of 
Veracruz, Mexico, published the 
first report on this stela in June 
1988. 

This small seminar of about 50

participants brought together 
scholars from Canada to Mexico. 
Merle Greene Robenson of 
P.A.R.l. moderated the day's pro
gram. Papers were presented by 
Fernando Winfield Capitaine, 
Sylvia Meluz.in, Kent Reilly, Brian 
Stross, Martha Macri, Laura 
Stark, and Amador Arguelles. 
Twice during the day, panel 
discussions were held to allow an 
opportunity for ideas to flow and 
perhaps stimulate new lines of 
thought in relation to the stela 
and its hieroglyphic script. 

At present, many feel the 
hieroglyphs embody elements from 
both Olmec and Maya writing 
systems, and some believe it could 
be termed a proco-Maya script. 
Martha Macri, a Mayan linguist, 
suggests the writing of the La Mo
jarra stela indicates a mixed 
system: logographic and phonetic. 

La Mojarra Stela I 

Arguelles, however, feels it is 
strictly pictographic. Several of 
those in attendance are compiling 
a catalog of the different hiero
glyphic signs, which will aid the 
decipherment of this intriguing 
stela. 

During the discussion, Macri 
pointed out an arresting thought: 
one language can use different 
writing systems. If the writing 
system of the La Mojarra s1ela is 
identified as a proco-Maya script, 

•, 

it doesn't necessarily 
follow that ii repre
sents a form of 
Mayan language. One 
people or culture can 
use different writing 
systems for their 
language. 

This idea prompts 
us to sidetrack a mo
ment to reconsider the 
way ihe Book of 
Mormon was written. 
Is it possible that the 
authors of the Book 
of Mormon wrote 
using Egyptian 
characlers for the 
Hebrew language on 
the plates rather than 
writing the Egyptian 
language? 

Let's re-examine 
that most often 
quoted, yet puzzling, 
opening verse in the 
Book of Mormon. 

I make a record in 
the language of 
my father, which 
consists of the 
learning of the 
Jews and !he 
language of the 
Egyptians 

(emphasis added). 
-1 Nephi 1:1

Although Nephi writes 
"language of the Egyptians," he 
also says the "language of my 
father." What is the language of 
Nephi's father? Hebrew most like
ly. There is no doubt, however, 
that Lehi knew Egyptian because 
he could read the brass plates 

•&,c "La Mojnrra: /\ Voice from 1hc Pas1," 
Tlle Witness No. 64 (Feb. 1989): 4-6. 

THE WITNESS • SfJri1111 /991 9 



which were written in Egyptian 
(Mosiah I :3-6). 

Mormon writing nearly a thou
sand years later resolves this ques
tion. 

We ha,·e written this record 
according to our knowledge in 
the characters, which are called 
among us the reformed Egyp
tian, being handed down and 
altered by us, according to our 
manner of 
speech. And if 
our plates had 
been sufficiently 
large, we should 
have written in 
the Hebrew ... 
(emphasis 
added). 

-Mormon
4:98-99

Is it possible that 
the record was writ
ten using Egyptian 
characters to write 
the Hebrew 
language? 

It was not un-

colmmtns 11-L 

-•1111\

common practice Figure 1

in the Old World to use different 
scripts for one language. Although 
a language and its script are close
ly linked (Naveh 1982:1 14), 
evidences abound of languages 
employing different scripts. Seal 
impressions on bullae of Jewish 
origin included Hebrew words 
written in the Aramaic script of 
the late sixth century B.C. (Naveh 
1982:117). Close neighbors of the 

Israelites, the Moabites, used the 
Hebrew script for their language 
(Naveh 1982:101). A most impor
tant example, though, is the Egyp
tian demotic script employed for 
an Aramaic religious text in Egypt 
(Naveh 1982: 114). These are only 
a few examples; many more exist. 

Further. the use of Egyptian 
characters for the Hebrew 
language easily results from the 
fact that both languages employed 
symbols for consonants only. Ac
cording to I. J. Gelb, 
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the twenty-four simple signs of 
the Egyptian writing are iden
tical in inner structure with the 
twenty-two to thirty signs of 
the various Semitic writings [of 
which Hebrew is one). 

-19S2:147

Thus there is no difficulty in 
using Egyptian characters for the 
Hebrew language. 

� M 
01� 11&:J 

� 00 I. 

� ffF! cotm,mns M-U 

� � l,r.;,. 
0 

� � .. 

Cunnk Sm"h 

To illustrate, English speaking 
countries use the alphabet-a, b, 
c, d-to write their language. So 
do the Spanish, German, French, 
and others. These all use the same 
script to form different words and 
sounds in different languages. 

The intermingling of nations 
and languages and scripts at the 
time Lehi left Judah, indicates it is 
not at all out of the ordinary for 
Lehi and Nephi to use the Egyp
tian script for writing the Hebrew 
language. This may explain the 
high frequency of Hebraic 
language patterns such as 
chiasmus and others found in the 
Book of Mormon. IL seems a 
better explanation for the strong 
Hebrew presence that appears in 
the English translation than the 
implication from I Nephi I: I of 
employing the "learning of the 
Jews" incorporated into the Egyp
tian language. 

This very idea of one language 
using different scripts caused 
Macri's cautionary comment at 
the conference about the La Mo
jarra stela. In terms of decipher
ment, one should remember a 
language could be wrinen using 
different systems. Although the La 
Mojarra stela script resembles 
closely the writing found on the 
Tuxtla statuette (In fact, Meluzin 
stated al the conference she 
believes they both were written by 
the same scribe.), its identity has 
not been established, nor is the 
language it represents known. 

Close examination of the script 
reveals resemblances to bmh 
Olmec and Maya writing systems, 
but also some intriguing patterns. 
The first portion of the text is a 
mirror image of parts of the 
second portion. The glyphs face 
each other and certain series of 
glyphs appear in both sections (see 
figure I). 

The stela was discovered in the 
Acula River near the narrow neck 
(Isthmus of Tehuantepec) of land, 
a crucial location for both the 
Jaredite.s and Nephites. All things 
being equal, the dates engraved on 
the stela, according to the general
ly accepted GMT correlation, are 
143 and 156 A.O. 

Could this particular stela be a 
significant find for Book of Mor
mon believers? As scholars try to 
unravel the mystery of this stela 
and more excavations are done at 
the La Mojarra site, we anxiously 
await their reports. 

Ref ere.nets: 

(;db, I. J. Tiu.• Study of Writing. rev. td. 
Chicago: The UniYersity of Chic.ago Press, 
1952. 

Mcluzin, Sylvia, •'The Tuxda Stniucuc: An 
Internal Analysis or (Is Writing $)'$Lem" in 
Tl,e Periphery of the So111heas1em Ctassk 
Mo)'a Realm, Gary W. Pahl, Editor. Los 
Ange.Jes: UCLA Latin American Center 
Publications, J 987. 

Navch. Joseph, Early H�·u,ry of 1l,e Alplwbet. 
Jeru$illcm: The Magncs Press, The Hebrew 
Universily, 1982. 

Winlield-Capi1sinc, Fernando. lo Esrelo I de 
Lu Mojurro, Ve,acmt, Mexico. RC$Carch 
Repons on Ancicn1 Maya Writing. no. 16. 
Washington, D.C.: Cemer For Mayn 
Research. 1988. 



Time and the Calendar in the Book of Mormon: Part Two

Beginnings and Endings 

Gordon Heady 

This series of articles studies 
the Jaredite and Nephite time 
keeping/calendar systems. In part 
one, we discovered the funda
mental ingredients for an accurate 
calendar arc present in the Book 
of Mormon: required mathemat
ical skills; knowledge of planets 
and heavenly bodies; and time 
elements. Unfortunately, lillle is 
known about how the people used 
and measured the ingredients. 
Thus, we cannot identify the 
calendar system employed by the 
Ncphites or Jaredites. 

This article will examine some 
of the time elements and other 
reference points in the Book of 
Mormon and their use in relating 
Book of Mormon peoples with 
each other and to world time. 

Knowing how a culture records 
time provides valuable cross-links 
with other civilizations and helps 
correlate chronologies of contem
poraneous peoples. Chronologists 
lay out civilizations side by side, 
or end to end, in world history 
order. Simply, they take a strip of 
paper with the beginning and end
ing dates of a civilization on it, 
slide it up and down against the 
adjacent strip with another 
civilization's history, and try to 
match the same date in both 
strips. Matching up the same date 
in two strips provides a cross-link 
and pegs the two groups together. 

The beller the calendar systems 
are known, the better chronolo
gists can place them side by side 
or end to end in a world timeline. 
To be accurate, though, both 
civilizations must have had their 
record keeping converted to solar 
time. 

What happens if a civiliza
tion's calendar system is not 

This a{frt!rrisemelll for a c/Jronologicol <:lttirr of wurld hi'story appears regularly in Biblical 
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sufficiently well known 10 convert 
it to solar time, or 1101 known at 
all? With comemporaneous civili
zations, chronologiscs can use 
"since" scatements, another 
technique utilized 10 help them 
correlate one culture to another. 
For example, two cultures living in 
close proximity may have recorded 
"it's been 150 years since a certain 
volcano erupted," or "ic's been 45 
years since Limhi (one people) 
found Coriantumr (from another 
people) and he lived with them 
nine months." 

Civilizations not in existence at 
the same time, can still be linked 
by a third civilization that 
overlaps both. If a date or event 
in the beginning of the third 
culture overlaps the end of the 
first civilization and another date 
or event overlaps the beginning of 
the second civilization, this links 
all three and pegs them together. 

Let's consider peg, link, since, 
and before in correlating Book of 
Mormon peoples to each other 
and to world civilizations. Results 
differ vastly for the Jaredite and 
Nephite civilizations. 

Pegging the beginning of the 
Jaredite system is especially diffi
cult because information on their 
calendar system is nonexistent and 
the events mentioned in the record 
only provide a general-not 
specific-time frame in Biblical, 
secular, and Nephite history. Ex
cept for brief references in 
Mosiah, Alma, and Omni, all 
knowledge of Jaredite civilization 
comes from the book of Ether. 
Moroni abridged the record of 
Ether which was discovered by the 
people of Limhi and later 
translated by Mosiah II. Moroni 
states, "and the hundredth part I 
have not written" (Ether 6: 108); 
perhaps a metaphor, but a certain 
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Mosiah ll tandares th. plates
(Mosiah 12:16. l8), Il says tbe
lrsnslation which Mosiah calsed
ro be *ritte. save Kins Mosiaht
Deoplciimu.h knorledge, in tbe
rhich they did rejoice. (Mosiah

r1 fHE arflJEss. sFins taat
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t2:25). What {d rhal dtr.h

Using these differenl ev.nB
helps plrcc th. tatdit.s in the
Biblical, secolar, add Nephite

One iool Book ol Mornon
believe6 have that, to my
knosledse, !o oth{ hntoiiats
have, is rhe iibetore" stalenent.
Wbat sroup of p.ople havc writ-
ien they did sonethins betoE.
ccrtain event was ro take place?
Foi innanca, did the Babylonians
rsord they intedded to lound
then civilizarion 20m yea6 before
thc Creeksl 'Before" seans
futur. t nse and only the Lord

The Book ofMormon has one
"beforc iatement: Lebi lsft
Jerusalem 600 yea6 belorc the
binh ot chrisl (1 NeDhi l:4). Thai
one "beforc $stement in lhe
Nclhite record i! mos valuable. lr
allo*s Biblical, Jewish, and
secular hisrory ro pee Lehi\ leav
ins Jerusated ro world evenb.

,bod rhe Jcws, Jerusalen,.Ie*ish
beliefs, and even several books on
ibc Jerhh calendar. The Jews had
nore than one calendar in opera'
rion a..he same dne, and over a
p*iod of.cnturies, chansed then
calendar. Josph 6ood'$ates rhe
Jews used four calendars. Two ol
ihese, ihe religious and civil calen.
dos, wcle idenlical in structure
but staned the year {irh diflcrcnt
months. The rcligious calendar
$aned in the sprins *irh Aviv or
Nisan and the civil calcndar bcsan
in.he la11{irh Tishri or Ethanin.

Whet if Nephi had nor only
siven !s rhc "befoE iine bnt
also rhe year, month. dd dty
lhey left lerusalem in the Je{nh
calendar? Weduld not anly pcg
the Nephites to the Jewish civiliza
tion, but to their calcndft system.
Fonunately, *c can convelt the
Jewish calendar to our Gregorian
sy$en with reasonable accuracy
dd can profir.bly us. Ncphi\ 6m

The Nephites vere campulslve
ri6e kep.K and kepl lhreelea ol
elspsed ti6e belore lhe birth oi
Christ. The fiftt recoided .he
nudbft of yea6 sina leavids
Jerusalem,'Mosiah died. .nve
hundred and nine yeas liom the
tjme Lehi left Jerusilem" (Mosiah
l3:67). The ssond counted the
elapsed ride fion .be besinnins
ol the rule by judses (Arma l:l).
''The ninety and fiBt year lotthe
reig. oI judsed had pa$ed avayl
and il was six hundred yeas fion
rhe tine rhar Lehi lell Jerusa.
len . . . "  ( l  Neph i  l :1 ) .  The ih i rd
sas a dedcasins couni unril Jesuc

Because they lnew chrisi was
to be born 6m yeas after thetr ex-
odus lrom Jerusalen, tbe Ncphites
had a decreding lorsaid time
count of{hen his bnth would be.
The declinins co!nt is not ofien
menrioned, bur .bh does not
dininish ns inponm.e. Samuel
kne* about ir and used it in hk
prophecies (Helsnan 5:55). The
closer the tine .ane lor Chris o
be born the nore unbelieves used
thar same 60ll year counr to
ihreaten rhe believes with dcarh.

These lbree time counts have
nolhins to do *irh calenddc
chanses. They are only'\ince"
and "before counh and do not
affs! lie calendar synen ar all.
Ou sy$en h based on a counl of
elapsed yeas tince lhe binh ol
Chist, 1990yea(. We co d add
an a.ounr of lhe yean $nce rhe
binh olou! nation in 17?6 and
sive dates as Novcmbs 17, 1990
or 214yeas iince indcpend.nce.
Thk does not change our 165.25
day calendar. It just adds another

At the bidh ot chris., the
Nephi.es dropped lheir three
count and used one counr, .hc
number of yess since the birth of
christ. For fie duration ol the
Nephite civiliatjo. re have bccn
fodun.te to have had rheir.ine

periods qloted in yea6. Nephi
Eave us 6m ycas befor. chrisfs
bnth;Moroni save us 420 yea6
airer his birth for fte end of the
wriuen rc.ord. wc klov precisely
rhe chanseover ior coundns yea6
w6 at the birth ofChrist. The
nadelous point lo rmembft is
the Nephne ddes are in B,C. and
A.D. yeax, thedaci same systen
we use roday. For I ,000 Yers, th.
Neohites urd this metbod of
quoring lime, before and aher thc
birth ol Chlist. Tl s is m impo.
ranr point wbich will prove in-
uluable as more hieroglYPhs .re
deciphered and a Sreate! under
n.ndins of the Maya calendat

A thousmd yeas elapsd iion
the ri6e Moroni hid the plates
until the time the Spmish aiiived
in ihe 150os. History reords the
Spanilh.onqueroB and priests
brined aI the narive recor'ls they
could find. The quantily surely
must be measured by rh.lon. Thi
grearly le$ened the oppodunny to
link the pcoples in the Book of
Molmon with the p€ople dis-
covered by rhe spmiards.

Sone spadsh piests, however,
tied to provide a bridse actu$
cultures by linkine the Maya and
Azieccalendas to rhe Julian 0ater
Greorian) calendar, They linked
them as be( they.ould usins
limited and somelines faulty
undenlandi.E of rhe nativo
languages dd calendar systems.
Sode archacolosists $ill dehale

To nI in rhe thousand year
blank, however, we need ro
lndestand rhe Maya cslendar
sysren and lhen n nun aho be
accurately corelated *irh thc
Giegorian. At present, lhe Maya
calendar is lanly well undeFtood,
bur one ducial poid nceds tunher
proor, iniercaldion. The con
cludinganicle in ihis seri.s rill
discus the Maya cal€nda. 

lI



Date With Destiny
Poi .f on ad.trcs deti'eted b rte
sixth annual Spqd A Da! Wnh
The Boak aI Morno" conlet.hQ
held in Indep?n.len.e, Misouri,

The Boak or Mormon has e
date with desliny. Ir has porentidk
no orher b.ok hrs or even re
norery ap proac ncs as tr noves

The ii6t potenlial has to do
wnh tbe sarmem in Hclaman
that lhe Nephnes srote many
books (2:12). One or the poren
dals is that an archaeolocht may
jui iunble onto one otrhesc
books qhjch could, ovemishr,
bring rhe Book oi Momon into.
whar shall *e say, nunning the

Another one is ihai the Lod is
wanins tor us, hh pcople, ro
prepare ouAelves so hc.an brins
our rhc Br.ai treasure ot rhe

Foi rhc pas lew yeaa, there
has been a marked incEase by rhc
nedia denrionins the Book of
Mormon, both by the printed
pase and relcvision.I DeEonauy
havs lisrcncd to rwo noted relevi
sion evanselist so out ol th.ir
*ay ro condenn rhe Book ol
Momon. By thei' o*n dams,
millions of people hear thcir

I becane curious o.c !m. and
rcad the Koran. Ho* manY ol
$ese nillians will be moved by
curiosiiy or wharevc ro read rhe
Book ol Mormon? would il be
live rhousand? Ten rhousdnd?
world ir be lifiy rhoosand?

Those {ho do read it will soor
discover thar thc Book orMor
mon sreakr for i6ell and in Do

The Book ol Mormon, at r|ns
rime, has ana*ed sudr a great

anouni olevidencc.Ir is added to
day by day cven as ve have
lisrcn.d !o this norning. The
Book ol Mormon js now rollins
on. rolling on inro rhc rurure wiih

deteri that no pow{ can slor. as
ir rclk on into a sran'1opcnmg, s
grand bu(r into thc full limelishl

Tine k running out. A ne*
day h dawnins a day in whhh

rions. I believe the timc h NOw
ro nake pEparations oldU kinds.

The rime will comc when lhe
*orld will bc lookins to*ad
Zion. In view ofwhlt the
propheh havo said, the day *iU
corc when lhey cone to leam ol
her *ays. We need to have an
65enb1ase ol all kinds or
marenal, and a need of, what
shall I ey I rhink I'11quot
abo( rhc land shado*ins wirh
rinss, haiah 13, the thir'l ve6e.

All ye irhrbillnls of rhe vorld
and deelleB on lhe elrlh, SEE
YE. *hen he lilrerh u0 at
cnsign on lhe nounrdns; cnd

HEAR YE (emDhlsis idded),

Eviden.e shows rhe Lord n
NOW preparins men of \u.h
caliber and otsuch cxpenne thal
rhcy can {ep ro the mlcrophone
.nd under divine endosncnr tom
on hjch sDeak to the nanonsi

One tine whcn I was in
Calitornjs, I sas clinbins up
Mount Diablo, a nountah about
6,500leet hish. I was talirg a
lroup ottenascru up ihis moun

roD by a huse bouldei. This
bouldcr, probably 1'l1een ar

lighrly balanced. we sot thar rhfS
soins. it rolled on. The flr$ lhins
n hit was a huge dead ree and
scatrercd jr into parts all atuund.
Thc rcsults *ere a*esone and

There n anothq mounlain!
rhere is anothcr eonc. The seco.d
chaptr of Daniel telk ofthe eonc
rhat rolls our ot rhc mountain,
down inro a Erear imdse, rcprcsn-
tarive and ry6boli. ot all the
philo$phjes, jsns and olosies that

whar sill be left ol rhal
inase? Thc rcsulrs will be
aresome. Not anything more but
whai the wjnd can blo* asay will

Then tbe sonc blk on. On
aM on and i! lilh the shole sanh,

The srand linale ot rhe
Rc$oralon Movenenl * now
beckoning us on. WHAT A DAY
TO BE ALIVEI

(As Btotht treldor nore.t t)
rlru ta his ptoce, he \|as siven a
nandtns ovalion. He added th?

Belort I *ent to cburch this
dornin8 I asked ihe Lord ro sive
me a special blesiner that I would
give him all rhe honor and.redn.
This soes for rhis nornins and rbr
all my lilc orscventy yea6 ol
*orkin! in Ihc Lord\ vineyard.
Thcre arc simply rhrc! words io
say and tha( n: WITHoUT HIM
I  l J r  do  NOTHINcI



This photo, take11 in January 
/963, shows Lyle Smith, chairman 
of the archaeology commi11ee for 
FRAA, and his small lnca11 guide 
exami11i11g picture writi11g found 
outside Lima, Peru. 

Samples of writing systems 
should be evide11t in a11y remains 
found for Book of Mormo11 
peoples. Abu11da11t examples of 
writi11g proliferate throughout 
Mesoamerica, which i11cludes 
Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, El 
Salvador, and Ho11d11ras, but, 
Peru Jacks evidence of true writing 
systems. 

Mesoamerica has numerous 
Maya11 i11scriptio11s a11d a Jew 
from the Olmec civilization. /11 
/986, however, in the state o

f 

Veracruz, Mexico, a large stone 
slab (stela} engraved with ma11y 
hieroglyphs in a writi11g system 
differe/11 from most k11ow11 
i11scriptio11s i11 Mesoamerica was 
found. Called La Mojarro Ste/a I, 
its mo11umental inscription of 
glyphs challenges epigraphers. See 
page 8 inside for a report on this 
stela. 
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