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The lower and palace from Palcnquc 
are familiar landmarks. Palcnqoe is .i 

site rich in inscriptions pertinent to 
The Book of Mormon. The article 
beginning on page Jen tells of 1he in
scriptions on the Tablc1 of 96 Glyphs. 
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Foundation Activities 

April 6-11, 1992 

Stop by and see our new facilities! 

210W. WhireOak 
One Block Nortl1 of 1hc Independence Square 

Monday-Saturday 10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 

Watch Book of Mom1on slide and video 
presentations for adults and ch.ildren! 

Special Service and Open House for Members of 
Helaman's Two Thousand To Dedicate New Building 

April 6 6:00 P.M. 

One-hour Book of Mormon/ Arch.aeology Lecture Series 
Tuesday-Friday 5:00 P.M-6:00 P.M. 
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Foundation 
News 

Annual Meeting 

On Sunday, January 19, 1992, 
members of the Foundation met for 
the annual meeting. Michael 
Gatrost, president, reviewed the 
year's activities, one of the most im
portant being the acquisition, reno
vation, and opening of the new 
building for offices, library, and 
meeting room. He also told of new 
projects in progress. 

Four new board directors were 
elected: Patricia Beebe, Thelma 
Cline, Harold Keairnes, and Deibert 
Smith. Other board members are 
Ella Coile. Michael Gatrost, Dale 
Godfrey, Sherrie Smith, Audrey 
Stubbart, Donna Weddle, Carol Sue 
Martin and Roy Weldon. 

Following the business session, 
Ray Treat of the Zarahemla Re
search Foundation talked about 
"What is Your Book of Mormon 
Work?" The meeting had opened 
with the showing of one of The 
Book of Monnon animated video
tapes produced by Living Scrip
tures. The day closed with a video 
preview of archaeological videos 
FRAA plans to produce this spring. 

Many exciting events have been 
happening with the Foundation, and 
opportunities continue to grow for 
telling others about The Book of 
Monnon. Won't you become a part 
of our activities? What is your Book
of Mormon work? 

Weekend with 
The Book of Mormon at 

Graceland College 

"Adventure with The Book of 
Monnon," a weekend event jointly 
coordinated by the Foundation and 
Graceland College, took place Oc
tober 25-27, 199 I. Read about the 
activities on page four in this issue. 
Audio tapes from the presentations 
are available. See page five for or
dering infonn a lion. 

On Assignment 

In December, six members of U1e 
Foundation, Don and Pat Beebe, 
Barbara and Barent Eliason, and 
Lyle and Sherrie Smith went lO
Mexico for the specific purpose of 
photographing and taping certain 
recently discovered slelae and other 
well-known ruins. Video as well as 
35mm pictures were taken. 

' 
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For several years it has been a 
goal of the archaeology commiuee 
to produce videotapes with dialog to 
help explain the correlation between 
the ruins in Mesoamerica with The 
Book of Monnon. This working trip 
was a step in this direction. 

IL is hoped that the videotapes 
will reach a wide audience of those 
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interested in The Book of Mormon 
who arc unable to travel to the sites. 
Once edited and prepared (perhaps 
by spring), the videotapes will be 
for sale. 

From the footage shot on the trip, 
a special tape was made for the 
Foundation ·s annual meeting. Unfor
tunately, due to technical difficulties 
wiU1 that tape, a U!ird generation 
tape was shown. We want to assure 
those who attended the meeting that 
the original tapes are much superior. 

The trip was funded by special 
contributions. 

New Format for 
Book of Mormon Series 

In March of 1992, FRAA will 
begin an exciting new focus for wit
nessing about The Book of Monnon. 
Members of the Foundation will 
begin this new direction by going 
into congregations that have invited 
them to utilize their Sunday morn
ing classes and service for The 
Book of Monnon. 

From 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M., 
the morning activities for bolh 
adults and children will include 
animated stories from The Book of 
Mom1on projected on a large screen, 
insightful research of Book of Mor
mon topics, songs, drama, and 
videos of ancient civilizations. 

If you would like your congrega
tion to host" A Morning With The 
Book of Monnon," caJJ 816 461-
FRAA, or Don Beebe, chainnan of 
this activity, al 816 796-4094. 

March 22, 1992 
9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M 

A Morning with The Book of Mormon 
Hill Cumorah Restoration Branch 

April 6-11

April 6 
6:00 P.M. 

April 7, 8, 9, 10 
S:00-6:00 P.M. 

May 17 

December 26-
January 3, 1993 

FRAA Building Open (See p. 2) 

Special Service and Open House for 
Members or Helaman's Two Thousand 
to Dedicate New Building 
210 W. White Oak, Independence 

Book of Mormon/Archaeology Lectures 
210 W. White Oak, Independence 

Wichita Book or Mormon Conference 

Annual f'RAA Archaeology Tour 
The Yucatan and Belize 
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An Adventure 
With The 

Book 
of Mormon 

at 
Graceland 

College 

BOOK of

MORMON 
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Michael Gatrost 

The rolling pastures and 
rarmlands s1relchcd out for 
miles before me as I silenlly 
drove northward on 1-29. I was 
trying 10 remember the times. 
years ago, when as a young SLU· 
dent I had first seen lowa. J 
had even then marveled at the 
great expanses of land. so dif
ferent from the red earth and 
hill country of my home in Ken
tucky. 

I was coming back lO Grace
land College, not as a student, 
bul for the Foundation for Re
search on Ancient America, as 
one of several men and women 
participating in a Book of Mor
mon conference jointly hosted 
with Graceland College. FRAA 
had conducted many confer
ences on The Book of Mormon. 
most notably in Lile RLDS Audi
torium where we had initiated 
the first annual Spend A Day 
With The Book of Mormon con
ference over seven years ago. 

Since that Lime. we have 
traveled throughout the United 
States offering regional con
ferences in Michigan, Utah, 
Texas. and other states. Yet, 
this conference offered a unique 
opportunity to share with the 
young men and women or the 
church the wonderful things 
occurring with The Book of 
Mormon. 

The conference was initiated 
a few months previously 
through meetings with Barbara 
Higdon, president of Graceland 
College. and John Sellars, one 
of the vice presidents. 

"The Book or Mormon is a 
valuable treasure that needs LO 
be shared," President Higdon 
had said, and iL was on this ba
basis that a mutual bond was 
established; a desire to super
sede diversities of opinions and 
unite ror a common purpose. 

The Tower stood prominently 
across the campus, never chang
ing. conjuring up additional 
memories to me of youthful en
thusiasm. I could sec this again 
in the energies of those students 
who began unloading our equip
ment onto the stage of Shaw 
Center where the conference 
would he held. Our props and 
backdrops consisted of a bril
liantly colored feathered 
serpem depicting the Mesoa
merican symbol of Quetzalcoatl 
which stretched across the stage 
and two imposing clcven-feet
high figures representing an 
ancient priest and a fierce 
Lamanite warrior. 

That night, Friday. in
dividuals and groups from 
Independence and Chicago, as 
well as Graceland students or-



ganized by Rebecca Shaw, 
opened 1he weekend ac1ivi1ics 
with songs and scriptures. The 
theme for the evening came 
from Alma 14:88-''Blcssed be 
the name of our God, Jet us sing 
to his praise." Between songs, 
scripture passages from The 
Book of Mormon were read as 
well as projected on a screen 
above the stage. 

Later, the concert over, we 
walked along old, but familiar 
paths to Walker Hall where we 
slayed for the weekend. 

Saturday morning the con
ference began with a dramatic 
rendering of Mormon (Theo 
Boyd) and Moroni (Doug 
Smith), fa1her and son bidding 
each other farewell. Though 
neither Mormon or Moroni 
wrote much of their final words 
10 each other, they must have 
felt anguish and heartbreak, yet 
with faith and unswerving 
dedicalion they did as 1he Lord 
commanded. 

The first speaker was Vernes 
Collins, a pastor of 1he Navajo 
Indians on the Pin(in reservation 
in Arizona. He spoke with joy 
of his years upon the reserva
tion, with his wife Lola. 
teaching lite gospel. 

Next came a concurrent 
session of four speakers in dif
ferent rooms of the Center 
which allowed those a1tending a 
sclcc1ion. "What is The Book 
of Mormon" was presented by 
Aaron Smith, a freshman at 
Northwest Missouri Univcrsi1y; 
Gregory Prymak, campus mini
ster at Park College, spoke on 
"The Jesus Tradition in 3 
Nephi;" Ron Smith, a professor 
of mathematics a1 Graceland 
shared "Axioms for Life in The 
Book of Mormon:" and Mary 
Jo Jackel from Lamoni, Iowa 
presented informa1ion on the 
"Question of Quetzalcoatl." 

A short break separated 1he 
second concurren1 session of 
the morning in which Michael 
Ga1rost, president of FRAA, 
Sherrie Smith, librarian and 

editor for FRAA. and Larry 
Oiler, professor of history at 
Graceland, spoke respectively 
on "An Ancien1 Legal Selling 
for The Book of Mormon," 
"Egyptian and Maya Hiero
glyphs," and "Biotechnology: 
Friend or Foe?" 

The af1ernoon session again 
started wi1h drama. Theo Boyd 
rccrealed Sidney Rigdon from 
lhe past and brought alive his 
conversion and work with 
Joseph Smith. He masterfully 
demonstrated that Sidney Rig
don was one of the great ora1ors 
in church history. 

Concurrent session 11 in
cluded presentations by Lyle 
Smith, chairman of 1hc FRAA 
archaeology commiuee, on 
"Mesoamerican Archaeology;" 
Gaylord Shaw, professor of biol
ogy at Graceland, on "The 
Ancient Adena Tablets, The 
Book of Remembrance, and the 
Sealed Portion of The Book of 
Mormon;" and Angela Crowell. 
of the Zarahcmla Research 
Foundation. on the "Hebrew 
Literary S1ructurc Found in The 
Book of Mormon." 

Al 2:30, the Jeopardy com-

petition began. Modeled after 
the popular television game 
show, the categories and ques
tions came from The Book of 
Mormon. Student learns com
peted against each other. The 
session, moderated by Dale 
Godfrey. vice president of 
FRAA, and judged by Patricia 
Beebe and Ray Treat, was 
spirited. 

Barbara Wilkinson closed the 
afternoon by teaching practical 
aspects of growing spiritually 
with The Book of Mormon, and 
Theo Boyd performed Arthur 
Oakman in the evening. 

A special tes1imony service 
with the students took place 
Sunday morning. I listened to 
leslimonies of ho\v Christ had 
1ouched 1he life of each person 
who shared. Had we touched 
anyone's life wilh The Book of 
Mormon this weekend, 1 won
dered? The answer came as 
students waited for us and one 
by one hugged and thanked us 
for sharing The Book of Mor
mon with them and for letting 
them participate in the weekend 
events. � 

Audio Tapes from the Graceland Book of Mormon 
Weekend Conference 

To order. please write Penny Dunning, FRAA, 210 W. White Oak, 
Independence. Missouri 64050. Send $3.00 for each tape plus S 1.00 
for posiagc. 

# I Ministry Among the Navajo - Vernes Collins 
Growing Spiritually with the Scriptures - Barbara Wilkinson 

#2 Egyptian and Maya Hieroglyphs - Sherrie Smilh 
An Ancient Legal Selling for The Book of Mormon - Michael Gatrost 

#3 Mcsoamcrican Archaeology - Lyle Smith 
Hebrew Litcr-&y Structure Found in The Book of Mannon - Angela Crowel I 

#4 The Jesus Tradi1ion in 3 Nephi - Gregory Prymak 
Biotechnology: Friend or Foe'/ - Larry Oiler 

#5 Axioms for Life in The Book of Mormon - Ron Smith 
The Question of Quetzalcoatl - Mary Jo Jackel 

No1e: Due 10 mechanical difficulties, the presentations by Gaylord 
Shaw and Aaron Smith were not recorded, and therefore are unavail
able. 

Many of the presenters enhanced their talks with visuals. Without 
these, the lectures may be difficult to understand. 



THE SPIRIT OF GOD 
LIKE A FIRE IS BURNING 

Rae Simmons 

The Scriptures reveal God 
has used fire in many different 
ways. Fire has encircled chil
dren in love and mercy. 11 has 
brought judgment and death. 
God has spoken from the midst 
of it. Fi re is also one way God 
manifests his Spirit (presence) 
and glory to his creation. 

The Dictionary of the Bible 
by William Smith (I 884) points 
out the appropriateness of this 
choice. 

There could not be a better 
symbol for Jehovah than 
this of fire, it being im
material, mysterious, but 
visible, warming, cheering, 
comforting, but also terrible 
and consuming. 

In the Scriptures, fire appears 
in many forms and served vari
ous purposes, but often it 
represents the very presence of 
God. For this reason the Is
raelites came to call it the 
Shekinah Glory of God. 
Sheki11ah means to dwell-God 
dwelling within the fire. 

The children of Israel saw 
this fire or Shekinah Glory 
enter into the Holy of Holies in 
the TabernacJe at the dedication 
of Solomon's Temple. 
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Now when Solomon had 
made an end of praying, 
the fire came down from 
heaven, and consumed the 
burnt offering and the 
sacrifices; and the glory of 
the Lord filled the house. 

-2 Chronicles7:l-3

Restorationists will not miss 
the significance of this expres
sion of God's presence. AL the 
dedication of the Kirtland 
Temple, it was seen as i r en
gulfed in flames. yet ii did not 
burn (Mille1111ial Star Vol. 15. 
p. 726). The Lord accepted the
Temple and his presence came
to reside within.

The people in The Book of 
Mormon were not denied Lhis 
unique form of God's Spiril. 
When Helaman's sons. Nephi 
and Lehi, went into the Land of 
Nephi to preach to the Laman
ites they had a marvelous 
experience with Ihis holy fire 
(Helaman 2:82-114). The 
Lam anites had put Nephi and 
Lehi imo prison. but when they 
came to slay them, Nephi and 
Lehi were protected by a pillar 
of fire. They stood in the midst 
of it buI were not burned. 

The Lamaniles, on Lhe 0Iher 
hand. were overshadowed with 
a cloud of darkness, and God 
spoke Lo them calling them to 
repentance. As they cried out to 
the Lord, the darkness dispersed, 
and "they were encircled about. 
yea. every soul. by a pillar of 
fire." They 100 were not only in 
the midst of a flaming fire 
which did not harm them or the 
prison walls, but it filled their 
whole souls. 

The Holy Spirit of God 
did come down from 
heaven, 

And did enter into their 

hearts, 

And they were filled as if 
with fire; 

And they could speak 
forth marvelous words 
(Ill). 

And they were filled with 
that joy which is un
speakable 

And full of glory (110). 

When God spoke to Moses 
from the burning bush he was 
about to show mercy 10 Lhe 
Children of Israel in delivering 
them from the bondage of Egypt 
(Exodus 3:2-10). Another time, 
Lehi saw a pillar of fire which 
"clwelt upon a rock" when the 
Lord prepared him to lead his 
family out of Jerusalem before 
its destruction (J Nephi I :5). 

When Jesus gathered the 
Nephile children around him 
and blessed them, they were sur
rounded by fire. Jesus said his 
bowels were filled with mercy 
and compassion for the Nephite 
people. He wept for joy over 
them and when he blessed their 
children. God manifested his 
presence among them in 
glory/fire. 

And they saw the heavens 
open, and they saw angels 
descending out of heaven 
as it were, in the midst of 
fire; and they came down 
and encircled those little 
ones about; and they were 
encircled about with fire. 

-3 Nephi 8:25-26

This glory/fire represented 
judgmenI in Kadesh-barnea (the 
central campsite of Israel 
during their wilderness wander
ings). "And there came out a 
fire from the Lord. and con
sumed the two hundred and fifty 



men that offered incense" (Num
bers 16:35). Thus it was said, 
"The Lord thy God is a consum
ing fire" (Deuteronomy 4:24). 

When the Children of Israel 
rebelled against God in the 
wilderness, he sent fiery-flying 
serpents among them which 
brought death (I Nephi 5: 134). 
Moses called upon the Lord for 
help and was told to make "a 
fiery serpent and set it on a 
pole: and it shall come LO pass, 
that every one that is bitten, 
when he tooketh upon it, shall 
live" (Numbers 21 :6-9). 

As Jesus Christ is the only 
name given under heaven 
whereby man can be saved, this 
fiery brass serpent was a type 
and shadow of Christ who was 
lifted up on the cross (John 
3:14: Alma 16:191; Hclaman 
3:47-48; 2 Nephi 11 :38-39). 
God's punishment for sin is 
death (the fiery-flying serpents) 
and can only be overcome by 
God's plan of redemption (the
fiery brass serpent or Jesus 
Christ crucified). 

At no time in the Old Testa
ment docs the Shekinah Glory 
of God dwell within a human 
being. The first example hap
pens in the New Testament at 
the transfiguration of Christ 
(Luke 9:28-36). Later, at Pen
tecost, when the Holy Ghost 
entered into the believers, the 
Shekinah Glory was manifest by 
tongues of flame. 

And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as 
of fire, and it rested upon 
each of them. And they 
were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues. 

-Acts2:3 -4

A portion of God's Shekinah 
Glory is promised to each of us 
if we obey his gospel. 

Yea, repent and be bap
tized every one of you, for 
the remission of your sins; 
yea, be baptized even by 
water, and then cometh the 
baptism of fire and the 

Holy Ghost. 
-D&C32:2g

Mormon, in his final words to 
us, confirms this promise. 

And if it so be that ye 
believe in Christ, and are 
baptized, first with water, 
then with fire and with the 
Holy Ghost, following the 
example of our Saviour ac
cording lo that which he 
hath commanded us, it 
shall be well with you in 
the day of judgment. 
Amen. 

-Mormon J:33

Christ chose a portion of 

Malachi to quote 10 the Ne
phites, which included a 
description of the power of the 
Lord like a "refiner's fire" (3 
Nephi JI :5-6). He would sit as 
a refiner and purify and purge 
the sons of Levi. 

We know that the robe of 
righteousness must be put on us 
(Isaiah 61: IO; Revelation 6: I 1; 
2 Nephi 3:56: 6:34-35). We can
not don it ourselves. Perhaps 
the final step in our sanctifica
tion will consist of being 
cleansed every wit by God's 
glory as by a refiner's fire, 
making us worthy of the robe of 
righteousness. 

.. Cnrisl Appean in l(jJtland Temple"' by Muriel Winn 

I 

I 

We saw the Lord srandfog upo11 the breastwork of the pulpit before us . ...
His eyes were as a flame of FIRE . .. his countenance shone above the 
brightness of the sun, and his voice was as the sound of the rushing of great 
waters .. . (RLDS History 2:46-47). 
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Sowing Seeds 
Recently, Alan Albert Snow, 

director-minister of the M.A. 
School of Theology at Claremont 
in California, sent to FRAA a 
clipping from the Sunday news
paper supplement PARADE 
MAGAZINE in The Orange Coun
ty Register. It was entitled "Our 
Best Books" and listed the 
results of a su.rvey conducted by 
the Library of Congress and the 

Darcy Bro1herto11 
1n August of 1991, my hus

band Dan and I took a bus load 
of senior high youth LO Nauvoo 
and Aurora, 111inois. In Aurora, 
we split into teams and can
vassed the neighborhood inviting 
the residents to a program the 
youth would be presenting. 

When the two teams with me 
finished, WC headed back LO the 
church. On our left was a large 
Christian school with a few 
children playing outside. The 
three teens with me suggested 
we invite them to our program. 

I thought they were joking, 
and at first hesitated, not know
ing if this was wisdom or not. 
They persisted, however, so 1 
mustered up my courage and 
headed for the front door. 

The man who answered Lived 
at the school with his young 
family. He was the director of 
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Book-of-the-Month Club in 
which readers were asked what 
book had most influenced their 
lives. The Bible ranked l'irst, and 
The Book of Mormon eighth. 

The article does not say what 
population was surveyed, but it 
is encouraging to even find it on 
the lisl! As Dr. Snow wrote in 
his accompanying letler, "Im
agine! The Book of Mormon is 

the school and pastor of the 
church. 

Our conversation lasted aboul 
an hour. He asked many ques
tions about our bel.iefs. Initially 
he wasn't interested in reading 
The Book of Mormon. He 
thought it was a fraud. Some
how, though, God softened his 
heart. He consented 10 read the 
entire Book of Mormon and ask 
the Lord if ii were true. The next 
day two members of 1he con
gregation in Aurora went with us 
to deliver a copy of The Book of 
Mormon to him and his wife. If
you feel prompted, please pray 
for this young family. 

Julie Gatrosr 
Craig is a very happy sort of 

person who loves to share his 
belief of the Christ. He came to 
Kansas City to attend a semi-

#8 on this survey by the Library 
of Congress! This is news!" 

The results of this survey may 
be jusl the opening needed for 
witnessing about The Book of 
Mormon. Opportunities LO give 
away a copy to those interested in 
reading the book occur regularly. 
The following testimonies tell 
how some individuals have 
shared the book with others. 

nary. Upon graduating, however, 
he could not find a church to 
hire him. He needed employment 
to support his young family, so 
he began cleaning carpets. 

When he came to our house, 
he spent an hour cleaning the car
pet before he stopped to get a 
drink and rest a minute. Before 
we knew it, we were into quite a 
lengthy discussion about re
ligious beliefs, and the subject 
of The Book of Mormon came 
into the conversation. 

Yes, he had heard all about it 
al the seminary. but had never 
heard the st0ry of the angel or 
Joseph Smith's vision. He only 
knew bits and pieces. not enough 
to make any sense. 

We both noticed it was getting 
late; lhree hours had passed 
since we sat down. Craig 
laughed and said, "l could stay 
here all night and Lalk about 
this." 

1 jokingly replied, "lf you 
want LO discuss this any more, 
then you are going to have to be
come more knowledgeable about 
i l. 1) 

11 was kind of funny for me 10

tell him that since he had been 
schooled in religion and I had 
not. 

I handed him an extra copy we 
had of The Book of Mormon. 1 
showed him the promise in 
Moroni 10:4, and he promised to 
read il with the intent to prove it 
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PRAISES
FROM THE
DEPTHS OF
THE GREAT
SEA

Illustratcd by Rick Fad.y

For days lheir brrgchad bcen
rele. .ssly tossed upon ihc
saves or lhe gieat sea. Pagag
could h4rlhe loud roar ofa
lDriors vind blowing upon lhe
vaters ofthc sci rorard rhe
pronised land, You.g PagaS sal
wilh hh two youngcr sistctr
securely str.pped to the inner
tall oftbeir fartufs bargc.
Thcir somachs w.€ emply r.on
bejng scasick all duing ih. drr.
Theirbodles vere weak,

"Oh, Pagrg, nos nrny nore
dayr nust f,c spend in rhis
baqe?" R€becca asked her
bofier i., stEincd voicc.
Everyor. was begi.nlng to reel
tbe sress olfic long difiicult

''Try nor |o think rbour de
dars, Rebccca. Pagag rcplicd is
hc plt his arm aound ber, T'y
to ft$. surely rbc Lord k wnh

Rebeccr quickly responded to
Pagag s advicc $ she laid her
head on his sbouldcrand sbut

Pagag lillcd his hcad brck
rgrin$ rh. rcu8h vooden srll
orLhe barge a.d opencd his
eyes. Hc thought ofarrcn and
Srrah in one ofthe othcrs.vcn
barges and longcd 10 trlk sith
rh.m again,It had been so lone.
Were rhey rtill alive? Su.ely the
Loid was wlh thcn too,

He gazed ar rhe lighr filled
stones on cach cnd ofrhcirvc$
scl. Hc *as reninded ofthe
por.r of rh. Lord and His
promise to sce thcm rhroDgh lhc
voyage, A surge ofrenescd failh
pieiced his hcan. Tcan ofjoy
began to ltow down his face. At
Lh. end ofthe voyage hc and his
fiiends sould $Md upon rhe
shores or rhc proniscd land.

Themighlt wind stopped
Dlosing anll a Penetraling
silence tilled rhen barg.. Thc
anin.ls inside sood still as
st3tues. But rhe quier oooe.r
len as quickly as il camc. A
8red noise rhundered and shook

"Hold on tighl!" shoutcd thc
Blolhcr ot Jalcd is he quickly
dood up md plngged lh. ait
hotc in rhc rop ofthe bdge. A
hugc wavc is hiltinE us. Oh,
Lord .  myLord !Rcscueny
pcople frcn thc grcrl scr!

witbont a wod, Pagag pulled
another cod around him and hk
sis.cs and hcld them ro his side.
Everrone bnced ror thc impacl
of tons of sea water bieatiog

cr.shcd down upon rhcn. Ils
power s.nr rheh barg€ sraighr
down inro the dcpfis ofthe sea,
Down, dowr, down, fie bar8e
wcnr. O.ly thc divinely direcred
craflmaDship ofthc tighl dish-
likc vcsscl pEvent.d jr frcm
breaking into a thousand pieces.
The screans ot its passengcm
could bc hcard as rhe bargc sdk
dccpcr and dccpcr lowlrd thc

ortedor, ilseeied to fiem ie
rwo ones senl fonh brighler

''Oh Lord. ny God, sav. usl"
called oul lhe BrothcroIJared in
mjghly priyer. 'Wc b.li.Ye in
your pow.r ud srength, we
claim tour'Word to glidc us
sdely to rhe pronised land.
Sparc nypeoplc from this drcad-

Fis humble bul Dowerful
prayer yas hcard tbroughout the
barge. Pigra lisr.ned to ev.ry
word as hc,loo. prrycd forhclp.
He could hear his sirreB ultcring
rhet pmyen rs rhey clnng to
h im.  The i rno tb . rhad raught
rhcm ro always placc ihcii rud
aod faith in rhe Lordi a Lord
wbo would always hcar the
Prarers of his Peopleia Lord
wbo bad poler to deliverrheo
fron danger ir rire ofneed.

As Prgag poured out his heat
to rhe Lo.d, hc bcgin lo fccl lhc
prcsence ofrhe Lord near ro
hid. Hc lclt thc Spiritofrhc
Lord fill his hcirt withjoy. His



As Pagdg port d.ur hb hut t. n1e kd. he b.ed bl..l th. DA.nc. oJthe

pr.sencc war so srrong ano so

with r.nered srre.8in, Pag.g
opcned his ey.s, rherc in thc
ccnlcr of rhc barSc sas a large
circrc of brighr ltChr, In the
Didsr of rhc ltghrapperEd two
angels, Th€i. gamenm w.rc
wnn€ and spolress. Thcir faces
glow.d sitb joy. Thct cycs
eere filled wift $e love of

Thl lngcls bcgrn 10 sing
praises unto thc Lod a5 |hey

looked upward roward heav€n.
Behotd th. Lonb ofAodeho

P.ais.,pldhe b. unto hit hol!

tth lar., lov.lor hkp.ople is

Eis n rc! is er.rlatting,

Etu sh.Bth and powet is

Prais. htn, pruk. hin all d4,

Words c.nnot be vrtt.n ro .x-
press (h. joy thll svcllcd in rh.
he.rts of ! once frtghten.d group
of taredites. By lhe powcr of
God, the bargc began lo gouP-
ward oui of fte grc4r d..p. Tne
Lord had hc.rd $e prayeBof
his peopl.. He hd scntrwo.n-
gch f.on lh. couns or heav.n
ro dcliver rhrm fron cenain
destDclion. As the Jatdltes
.liin.d the proeiscs of hir
word, a niracl. occurred.
wi$tn minurg rhet barge {.3
float.g sarcry ondt stul suF

The Brorhcr of Jared loos.nrd
his cords and srood uP 10 lnstop
lh. air holr. Fresh air b.gan to
fill the barge, Wiln his hean
overnowing wnnjoy, h. hrgan
ro sins words ofprahc &d
thanksgiving unb thc Lord,
Nevcrhad hjs famlly he.rd him
sing so beaudfullY and wtlhsuch
joy. Everyonejoined th.ir rcader
in slnging songs ofpraise, El.n
tlE rniDals b.gan10 rel.r, lnd
with their own God-giv.n voiccs
thcy 1oo off.r.d prrtses unto

''Morher, sc !E hungryl
Pagag Itrppily declatd 6s hls
fc.ling of seasicknds subsidcd.
"whcn on we.r1? wc ae sra4

''I believ. *. aE rll hungry,
hir nolher rcpli.d wth a snile
on be.frc.. cone ny dalgh-
rers, help nc Prparc oufneal.
Pagag, tn. minals appear to
have regained lheii appetllca
ioo. You and the orher bo$ fecd
rhcm beforc slppe. is E.dy.

That erening, rh. taedilcs
knell <lown befo.€ a f.051and
rhanked ihe Lo.d again for all
his blessings. Long inro the
nigbr lhcy sanS songs orpraise
and rhantsgiving unlo their cod.
As th.y *ere continullly lossed
uponfie wav.s ofthe sea, ficy
saDg diy and nighr Mrn falih
that soo. rheirroyrge woDld bc
linished, Hope for a new jtf.
upon a land choice abovc .ll
oth.r linds filled 6eir heart!.

rHEtu lORwrNEss sptirs tqz



wh$ th. people ofJared wcrc so Roded
during thc glertsrorn in $. $ory Prahcs
Iron rhc Dcpths oI the Sea,' the Lord scnr
rh.D angelic ninistry to confod rhcm. Has

In rhe story Vessels of Lieht" (winter 'ssue), the Lord
granred light ior the people to cross rbe cBat ocean. They had
bcen afraid lo lake the longjourney in darkness. We asked if
yo! had ever been alraid of the daik, and how Cod helped tou
o overcome your fear. Thanks lo viola velt Presler for shfinS

lhere ovcrbccn a timc in yo!i life th!r rhc Lord
Jesus has senr you an angel lo comfon and hclp

Preasc send to thc ediror ol lre Jutior witnes.2to wh:ta O^k. Indcpcndcncc. Mhsouri, 64050

h€r  ddughrer 's  e \per i .dce .

Whcn Ny daughrer  * rs .  l l l l c  g i r l .  shc
was so arilid oflhc dark, shc would in$n rhrr
I  s t ry  w i rh  hc .un l i l  shc  fc l l  rs lcer .  F  n r l l t .
wcbough.hcra  p ic ru rco lJcsus thcGood
Shcphcrd , l igh ted  Shc  ovcrc i rnc  hc .  re r r  b t

hiding utrdcr rhc covc's. sayin! oro L0r'l s
Praycr farcr and 1a\tcr unril shc tcll aslecp
Now and rhen drring thc niShl shc sould p.e[
b sce $ar rhc cood shcphcrd in or plcrurc

J A R E D I T E  B A R C E S

Poss ib l c  dcs ign  o l  rhc  c r i ss  \ cc r i on  o l  rhc  l i r cdnc  ba rgcs  r t t o rd in !  ro  F  Edsa id  Bu !c rwodh .
Rcprinrcd rrom Pilifi,,r,/ til ]".rlrr (197a 65) *,'h 0ermNsLdn fto'n Hcrald Publrshrns Housc atrd F,l

,

.  < { 1

\

)
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Ir)tLit ut !ld d'at)ri'lt iqbannds 1tt
trd fuE vrrtr dta titttttttad rtt4tu
ha, F ttt uNtt r.4 ort{tE t))tclth' tal
na1 :tt!pi* lJ ) or0,ut t,,t tifl t. (.1d:
tfiqralI l1)skuuatu\nttt)al trkt h. tttd

| ! ) AuDd qrrttr | l) ) Rttn,airfaiu kh^
(t ) R?ft'l. n,\r4,1:lr roLtil{ tdrk ll) N(r
ldt lrr I (t)t(,rtrd.n. t6)srostbitr
tlr rar t7)ttak hht bdr4t 13)Ladd{ 10
Lti 19) Lrt! lt '.rr.ta,

)
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-d llcmoirzc rh. lDccesled Book orvoF God. rnd fe.3r trDon his lov.irotlv€ Drv. S
? non sr'prure toreiitr sunaay ot ttrc ir rour m,ndj rre ltrn ror ain; rJrcob tb
I monrh. Hunl lor lne hldd.n ncmor' ve6e 2:50J. ;,
q vec.s aE in ordcr. wrre the$ word: ro aPnrl le 6
€"  rh .  6Dace Drov ided d rhe .nd or  th .  nem Andno*Dybre lhr .n . Ihrvespote n lo  P
if o'v vi^er to r'nd the iDpon4nr mer\'se tou .onccrnins prid.. . . . Andlllgon. .9.

ft "^*c",.. :il:fiJffi9;T:1li'l,Horish'| 
s 'ihe ql

w Ler your lir. !o .hinelb€ro.ellhis p€oDl.r -

rhrt rhey n.J 3.. your-wks .hd glorify APRIL 26
tour Frlh€r yho is in helven (l N.phi And h€ tchristl conm.nd€d rll hen th.t
5:63). ftey m6t reP€nt, .nd b. baptited ir his

y.ll."A".-._ ;iffi';l',i:"'"""#:il;l':"",5"'"il:lor r Uljvdrd lii;;Ifiorcod (2 N€Dhi 6:4s).
'hi.h .ercndh . nrn ro pr.y' yG vouro -
knowth.t y. mustpi.t: forthe.vil spi.it MAY 3
remh€th not. m{n to Dr.J, but te.chetb Believein Cod; believethrth€ i5,and thrt
himrh.t hc n$t not pr.y (2 N€phi I4.11). he cr€rt€d all !hin$ bolh in hervch and in

d yal"trl:, :::1i :T*'"',.,''
Bur b€hold I 3ry lnlo you. lh.l you husl MAY l0
pr.r rlrrys, rnd nol ltinl: th ye nusl Beli.rc thrl h€ lcodl ht( rll wisdon' rnd *

;o l  p . r lo rm rn t rh ins  un lo  rhe  Lord .  s rve  r l l  poe . r '  bo .h  in  hc l leh  tnd  in  e l r lh  N
in  th .  l i r r l  p l . ce  y€  sh . l l  p ra j  un to  the  lMo l i th  2 : l4 l  $

f r rher  in  rh .  n inc  o l  Chr i l t  .  , .  th r l  lhy
perrorn.r(. mrr bc ror rhe s drare ot thy ;;ii;v; rhrr,e musr reoenrl6i)vour rtns
ronl {2 Ncphi l4l2l. rnd rors.li. irem. rnd h;nblii;urretvc!
Mrr(b 12 bcfore@r tnd rsk in s'ncerit, orheirr

6;iElDor .ftcr riche!, hor rh€ tlin thinss lhrl h.;;;d rorsive Jou (Moli.h 2:161.
;f_i6is *orrdr@behold. rou crn not MAy 2.
crrrr rhem silh you (Atna 19:20'. ;;l n;s. it you betie,c .tr lhes lhings.
MARCH 29 see thrt yotr do th€n {MGi.h 2:17).
And r f ter  y€ hrve ob l . in€d a hop€ in  'connrndn.n ls
cbri't, yc lhrll q!qih{j[]!!jlir yc scr MAy ]l

ro  do.aoodr  ro  cror  h !_  r  h ! .  n  
l1 : .1"1 1 " ru , "  

r_*aal i t r . . . .And behold. . . i r re  do
f...r lhc hunSry, rnd ro rD.rare rhe crp- rhr" "" "r",' 'rir te shrll rlq!)s rejoi... ond be lill€d

M r iv . ,  rnd  rdn ink l€ r  rc l iea lo  th .  i l . * . .nd  ; i th rh r tovrorcod. rnd l te ly i rd ! ,n r  l v , t, ' ,  lhe  r t f l i c led  {J rcob 2 : !4 ) ,  l .h i3 . ion .  o ryonr  r ins  iMos ln2 t r1 -22 t .  Pn
APRIL 5 'loqn.h.s3 *'
and now, my beloved brelhren, I eould
th{ te lhould con. unto Chrisr. eho is
the Holy One oflsrr€I, end p$t.L. of hb rmponanr nessage -

3rlv.lior, rnd lh. poqer ol hh rrdemp-
r ion  iOnn i  l :46) .

APRIL I'
O .ll60rl.t .ie pure in h.[1,lin up your
h€.dr-and .eceiv€ the plersing vord or
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wrong. I told him that would be 
rine. Truth stands on i1.s own 
merit. 

He purposely left a red stain 
on our carpel so he would have 
an excuse to come back after he 
read the book and share with me 
what he thought about it. 

Some time has past, and I 
have prayed that Craig would 
read The Book of Mormon and 
receive a testimony of its truth. I 
believe he will. 

Edythe Spaur 
September 15.1991 

A few weeks ago. I had an op
portunity to tell my neighbors, 
Kenneth and Kathleen, abou1 
The Book of Mormon. Kenneth 
had had cataracl surgery on one 
eye, which resulted in the loss of 
sight in that eye. Unfortunately. 
his other eye now required the 
same surgery. Naturally, he was 
very concerned as both his wi fc 
and L were. Kathleen is nol well, 
but she wanted ID-be there. Be
cause she didn't feel up to 
driving, L took them. 

As Kathleen and 1 sat waiting 
while Kenneth saw the doc1or, 
she asked me what church l 
belonged to. l told her, and then 
briefly tried lo explain about our 
church and that we did believe 
very much in The Book of Mor
mon. I told her it was a record of 
t)le people who lived on this con
tinent. If God had the Jews keep 
a record. and if he's unchange
able, would he not have a people 
keep a record of those on this 
continent at the same time? And 
she said, "Well. yes. tha1 sounds 
logical." 

We challed a moment or two 

about it, and she said, "You 
know, we really can't know 
about these things unless we 
read and find out. Do you have 
one of those books 1 could bor
row so I can read it?" 

·1 was very surprised, but most
pleased. Of course I had a book. 

A couple of weeks later, l 
took them to the docwr again. 
While we wailed for Kenneth, 
she said. "I am reading your 
book and find it very i11reresr
i 11g,"

I hope and pray this is the 
start of another person brought 
to the Lord. 

Tes1imo11y of Rocky Tave11J1er 

as told by Da11 Brmheno11. 
September 12, 1991 

Rocky is a young man who 
moved to the Independence area 
several years ago. Most of his 
family still live in Michigan, so 
he has "adopted" Pearl Powell, a 
gracious and lovely senior 
citizen. as his family here. He 
faithfully takes her to church 
every Sunday morning and Wed
nesday evening. I was working 
with Rocky this last week, and 
he asked me if I had an extra 
copy of The Book of Mormon he 
could give to someone. 

He told me that after church 
he had taken Pearl hack to the 
care facility where she stays. 
The nurse there asked Rocky, "ls 
this your grandmother?" This 
often happens to him because he 
spends so much time with her. 
He said, "No. I take her ID 
church-we go 10 the same 
church." 

The nurse asked him, 
"Where's that?" When he told 
her, she responded that she had 
gone once to one of the branches 
of the church. She then said, "I 
just love that Book of Mormon." 

While talking together, she 
mentioned that she had a Book 
of Mormon someone had given 
her. She had a problem, though, 
because her sister was always 
borrowing it so she could read it. 
The nurse said, however, that 
she didn't really want to part 
with it. Could Rocky gel another 
copy of The 13ook of Mormon 
for her sister? Rocky gladly 
agreed, and so I gave him a copy 
I always try to keep on hand for 
times like this. 

Duff Daugherty 
When I IClOk over another job 

within my company, I had the op
portunity to work with new 
people. One day a person I work 
with in this different area began 
to discuss his religious beliefs 
with me. This gave me Lhe 
chance to tell him about the 
Restoration and The Book of 
Mormon. 

He was very curious about 
The Book of Mormon. I hap
pened 10 have a copy in my car 
along with some tracts, so I gave 
these to him and he agreed lo 
read The Book of Mormon. 
Please pray for him. 

Have you given a Book of 
Mormon away recently? Mis
sionary copies of the book are 
available al 1he FRAA office, 
210 W. While Oak. Inde
pendence, Missouri 64050. 
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Recently, through the prompt
ings of the Spirit, we have been 
made aware of the importance 
of the Tablet of 96 Glyphs from 
Palenque. Although dated 
about 300 years after the close 
of The Book of Mormon, the 
Tablet's text contains several 
literary elements found in The 
Book of Mormon. These in
clude the frequent use of the 
phrase "and it came to pass," 
chiasmus, and paired opposites. 
Whi.le not conclusive evidence, 
the Tablet does contribute an-

10 THE WITNESS • Spring 1992

other link in the chain connect
ing Book of Mormon people 
with the Maya. 

The Tablet was discovered in 
the Southwest Court of the 
Palace at Palenque, lying be
tween the Tower and House E. 
A workman hit the tablet twice 
before realizing the otller side 
was covered with hieroglyphs. 
Until then, it had been unbro
ken, and its remarkably well
preserved condition resulted 
from lying facedown under deep 
layers of protective rubble. 

Linda Schele describes it as 

one or the very few tablets 
at Palenquc which was 
carved by one sculptor and 
I suspect that the sculptor 
and the scribe were one 
and the same person. 

It is one of the few e:,.;am
ples of carving that fully 
reveals the calligraphic 
origin of the writing system 
and preserves completely 
the beauty of the original 
brush drawing done as the 



layout for the carving. 
-1988:98

The dramatic progress made 
the last few years in decipher
ing lhe Maya hieroglyphs has 
allowed experts like Linda 
Schele to make an approximate 
translation of the tcxl. The 
translation along with an anal
ysis of its lilerary structure by 
Kathryn Josserand reveal cor
responding forms with those in 
The Book of Mormon. 

The first paral1el is the pres-

ence of the phrase, "and ii came 
lo pass." In 1985 David Stuart 
translated one of the Maya 
hieroglyphs as uri or ''it came to 
pass" (Schele 199 1:37). Since 
then, Maya epigraphers have 
noted its frequency of use in 
Maya inscriptions. In The Book 
of Mormon it is used I,  120 
times.• 

The scribe of the Tablet 
engraved uti as five out of 96 
glyphs-see color-coded draw
ing (Figure 2). 

The second similarity is the 

*Ray Whiling Computer Study 1991

Figure I. 

use of chiasmus. According to 
John Welch, who first identified 
chiasmus in The Book of Mor
mon, ''Chiasmus is inverted 
parallelism" (1981 :9). Or in 
other words. chiasmus is an in
tentional rendering of words, 
phrases, or ideas in a certain 
order and then their repetition 
immediately following in 
reverse order (Smith 1989:4). 

The Tablet of 96 Glyphs 
records the happening of two 
main episodes, each with sev
eral events. In the recently 
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(1991) published papers pre
sented at the sixth annual 
Palenque Round table in I 986, 
Kathryn Josserand points out 
that each event 

is usually given further 
emphasis by a second, 
parallel sentence that 
serves as a "couplet" to the 
first statement of the event. 

She writes further that the 
second episode on the Tablet 
"recaps the action of the first 
episode in a poetic manner." In 
addition, the formal structure of 
the last sentence in the second 
episode "is chiasmic, producing 
a 'mirror image' of parallel con
structions, of the A-B-B'-A'" 
(27). 

Josserand 's interpretation of 
the second episode reads (italics 
added throughout a.rtiele) 

A and then he completed his 
first katwr as ahau; 
B he erected a monument 

(this stone?); 
8

1 lie sacrificed(?), under 
the auspices of Pacal 

A' and then he finished his 
first katu11 as allau. 

-1.991:27

The writers of The Book of 
Mormon liberally employed this 
type of literary style. A short 
example can be found in 2 
Nephi 3:45-48. 

A Why am I angry because 
of mine enemy? 
B A wake, my soul! No 

longer droop in sin. 
8

1 Rejoice, 0 my heart, 
and give place 110 more 
for the enemy of my 
SOlll, 

A' Do not anger again, be
cause of mine erremies. 

The third element on the 
Tablet employs the use of 
paired opposites. Four appear 
in the text: day and night; life 
and death; Venus and the Moon; 
and wind and water (Figures I 

12 THE WITNESS • Spring 1992 

and 2). Three of these four arc 
in The Book or Mormon: day 
and night (2 Nephi 15:4); life 
and death (2 Nephi 7:40: Alma 

15:55); water and the Holy 
Ghost (rushing wind) (2 Nephi 
13:10; 3 Nephi 9:14). Venus 
and the moon are not found as 
opposites in The Book of Mor
mon. 

A random sample of 2 Nephi 
I :61-124 shows some 26 dif
ferent pairs of opposites in 
these few verses alone, such as 
nesh and spirit, sweet and bit
ter, joy and misery, liberty/ 
eternal life and captivity/death. 
Those well acquainted with The 
Book of Morn1on will remember 
Lehi 's insight in observing 
"there is an opposition in all 
things" (2 Nephi I :81) and that 
"all things must be a compound 
in one" (2 Nephi I :83). Roy 
Weldon expounds on this idea 
in the chapter "Philosophical 
Deeps-Pan Seven" from Book 
of Mormon Deeps, Vol. I. 

A survey of Mesoamerican 
philosophy shows this belief 
permeated their society. Ac
cording to the late great art 
historian Miguel Covarrubias, 

The legends of the struggle 
between Quetzalcoatl and 
Tezcatlipoca are probably 
a Toltec rationalization to 
correlate historical events 
with an older myth, the 
eternal war between good 
and evil, black and white, 
war and peace, darkness 
and light, which is the 
basic undercurrent in 
Mexican religious 
philosophy. 

-1946:136

Michael Coe, an archae
ologist well known for his work 
with the Olmec and Maya 
civilizations. in describing a 
green stone statue writes: 

Perhaps we have the an
cient Mexican belief in the 
unity of opposite principles 
(all things compound ill
011e]: 

Xipe and the Feathered Ser
pent standing for greenness 
and Life, 

opposed to the Fire Ser
pent-harbinger of heat 
and drought-and Death. 

-1968:114

The use of the four paired op
posites on the Tablet of 96 
Glyphs testifies that this belief 
of opposition in all things con
linued to exist among descen
dants of Book of Mormon 
peoples found in Mesoamerica. 

In addition to these three 
major literary forms, other con
necting elements with The Book 
of Mormon and the Tablet can 
be seen in the Palcnque Emblem 
Glyph, a glyph used to desig
nate places and lineages (The 
Witness Fall 1991, 74:12-14): 
and the recently translated 
glyph "in the land of," a phrase 
used throughout The Book C>f 
Mormon. It appears likely. 
more correlations could be 
made as further analysis takes 
place. 

Up to this point, the simi
larities between the text on the 
Tablet with that of The Book of 
Mormon has been compared. 
We could go a step further and 
point out I.hat other Hebrew 
literature also includes the fre
quent use of "and il came to 
pass," chiasmus, and paral
lelism of various kinds, one of 
which is antithetic word pairs. 
or paired opposites (Crowell 
1986a:3). The "Introduction" to 
the Psalms in the Ryrie Sr11dy 
Bible ( 1985 :8 I 0) defines the na
ture of Hebrew poetry. 

Unlike much Western 
poetry, Hebrew poetry is 
not based on rhyme or 
meter, but on rhythm and 
I>arallelism .... In paral
lelism, the poet states an 
idea in the first line, then 
reinforces ii by various 
means in the succeeding 
line or lines. 

Co11rifl11ed p. /4 



Tablet Of The 96 Glyphs From Palenque, Chiapas 

\&.1Game to Pass 

Chiasmic Second Episode 
Paired O osites 

Palenque Emblem Gly h 

TIIE ll'f
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[I] The most common type
is synonymous parallelism,
in which the second line es
sentially repeats the idea
of the first (Psalm 3:1).

(2) In antithetic paral
lelism, the second line
contains an idea opposite

to that in the first (Psalm
I :6).

Compare that description of 
Hebrew poetry with Josserand ·s 
description of Maya language 
structure. 

Hieroglyphic texts are very 
poetic in their structure, 
as are traditional Mayan 
texts .... Where our 
poetry is governed by pat
terns of meter and rhyme, 
theirs is revealed in pat
terns of repetition and 
coupleting; in stanza struc
tures and parallel 
constructions. 

-1991:15

Linda Schele expands on this. 

(1] A couplet consists of 
paired clauses relating the 
same information in slight-
ly altered and often 
contrasting forms. 

(2] The prominence of 
couplet structures in Maya 
oral traditions and paired 
oppositions in Maya lan
guages was documented. 

-1991:76

(The numbers I & 2 were added 
to the quotes to show these points 
are the same, both in Hebrew and 
Maya literature.) 

Extensive work has been 
done correlating Hebrew 
literary structure with that 
found in The Book of Mormon 
(Crowell, Parry. Welch, 
Tvcdtnes, Weldon), and chias
mus has been identified in 
Mesoamerican texts (De Long, 
Christenson, Josserand, Welch). 
What needs to be done now is a 
full comparison of all three: (1) 
Maya inscriptions and tradition-
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This close-up of a sect/011 of the Tablet i11cl11des the paired opposite 
Venus a11d tire moon (third dow11 011 left): a part of tire Pale11q11e Emblem 
Glyph {top glyph in middle row): paired opposite of water and wind 
(second glyph 011 right/ a11d a version of tire "a11d II came to pass" glyph 
(third dOW/1 Oil the right). 

al texts; (2) Hebrew literature; 
and (3) the literary structure of 
The Book of Mormon. 

The Tablet of 96 Glyphs from 
Palenque provides a strong wit
ness that the Maya knew about 
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