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Foundation
News

N€w Building D€di€t€d
On Apr i l6 .  1992. .  spcc ia l

sc rv icc  was hc ld  t .  dcd icarc
FRAA s  ncq  hc idquanc( .  Sco
pagc ll lor Dore dcrails.

Strhnerlnlernships
for Studentr

Thh sunrmr  FRAA hopcs  ro
cnproy n0dcnr b work on spc-
ciar prolccrs rerarcd ro Thc Book
orMomon.  Thcse w i l l  inc r ldc
activitics such as rcsorrch,
prescrvation ol library nareiiah,
!.d inlcracrion in rhe acrivities
rnd conf.renccs of FRAA

Sludcnt bct*ccn rhd ages of
l6  and 21  w i l l  bc  cxpccred  ro
work on Book ol Moirno.
projcch lbr 20 hours a wcck ror
sir wecks. A lull schola6hip is
t600. v/hy not sponsor a nudcnr
for a Book ol Mofton inteF
nsh ip?  Co. racr  FRAA ar  (316)

Mrya Metings in Tcxas
sev.ral nenbc6 0f FRAA ar

tcnded rhe annual Maya Mcc!
rngs rt the Univc6ity ol
TcrarAu i in .  Marcb  l2  l5
Alons with Clcnn Scot. Lyle
Smirh, Shetrie Snnh, Brenda
Trimblc. and Linda Trimble ol
rhc archacotogy commftrcc wcre
Shirlcy Hcatcr (Zrrahcmla Re
sedrch Foundario.), Ricbrd De
Long 0omer FRAA boald mem-
bcr now living in California), as
wcll as Faye Sha* and Mary Jo
Jlckel iion Lanoni, Iowa.

The two-day syDposinm held
Thu6day and Friday dcdr wirh_onSinJ  ny thso f  cEa. ion ,
wh ich  L inda schcrc  focuscd on
dur ing .hc  l6 rh  annuar  h ie ro
glyphic sorkshop on Sarurday
and Suday The dost astound
1ng lacl ro come lrom rhe n.el
ings  is  lhar  thc  rcnac ious ly
long.hc ld  v iew o fno  ocean ic
conract bclwccn rhc ord and

Nes wor lds  and var ious  Pac i f i c
irlands is beEjnninE ro crunblo
Linda Schclc rdcd (har rhe crea
t ion  nry rhs .nronS rhc  Mxyr . t
Mcsoan'crica, Ch.uvitr oI Pcru,
Anasrz ' . f  rhc  sourhwc$.
c rccks  o f rhc  sourhers r  u  s . ,  and
the  pcop ls  o r  rhc  Sourh  P.c i I i c

Thh is truly a milcno.c in

Memb.rotFRAA Bmrd
Receivg Award

Audrey Slubban, r meDber of
the  FRAA board  a lmons incc i ts
bcgin.lng in the 1960s, has bccn
n.mcd 'Mhsour i  s  OIder  Work ,
c r  o f rhc  Ycar  "  The s to ry  ap-
pc tcd in Ttu lndependeace
Eraniner. Mnch9.1992.
Audrey *orks ror Tra rrdrni?r
as a proolrcader, she rorneny
wor*cd ar Irdrald Publishing

Congrarularions Audrcyl Mly
se all show as much cnlhusiasm
and enjoymcnl ror work as

Congr€galional
A@* of Mo.mon Days

Bcg in . ing  in  March ,  FRAA
changed its resionrl all day
Sarurdry confcrcnccs to a new
romar. Thc ncw locus is on Sun.
day  norn i .gs ,  som.r imcs  a lso
inro the al1emoons. sharing wirh
conErcgarions a.d bnnchos
about Thc Boo* of l{oanon.

children include animarcd iorics
trom Thc Book of Momon
projected on a largc scrccn, in-
sightrul resea!ch on Aook ot
Mormon Iopics. songs. drana.
and reslimonics. To darc, onc
such cvcnt has bcc. hcld cach

I ryou wou ld  l i kc  your  b r .nch

(316) ,16 l .FRAA (1722)  o r  (316)

Funds N..ded For:
. Summcr Sludcnr Intcrsnips

Full scbola6hip $600
Halfscholarship $300

. Building Morlgag. $60,000

Calendar

[RAA,1 r0  W,  Whn .  ONk !

Annu!l FRAA Ar.br.ology Tour-rh€ Yuc.ran rnd Eetiz.
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Ercerptfrant a slid. ptet.to-
tioh Bireh Navenb.r9, 1991 'l
the Teras Regional Spand o
Dat vithTh. Book oJ Mo/don.

Travel in Mcsoamcrica is.
abovc ill, ao adventure. n is ad.
venfure in the purcs scnsc of
thc word with clcDcnls ot
dmgcr !nd cxcitcnent. Even
norc, ir is an idvcntu!c ofthe

I was fotunlte rojoin thc
tour sponsoftd by FRAA ro
Ou emdr i. 1939. Whcn re
lrndcd in Gualcmala Ciry
which. by the way, nuyFoplc
bclicve lo be in the Lrnd ol
Nelhi my hcrd rcjoiccd I vas
fillcd wirh ihc Spiritorrhc Lord.
I kncwvc wcrcon holy grcund
and wcrc Soing lo walk on sircs
and scc rhings Ihat pcrhaps lhc
Lord Jcsus Chrkr hinscltvicscd

Travcling rlnoueh rhc
counhy, rhc fccling rcDaincd
just as strong, This wN rhc land
described in Thc Book of Mor
Bon !s  lhe  promiscd  lmd.  a
choice lmd. Considcrcd by
fany  ro  bc  rhc  mo$ bcr l r i fu l
counr ry  in  rhe  ro r ld ,  cuarcnr la
has  morc  v r ic r i cs  o f  p lanr .
btds. and aninals than thc
enrire Unned Statcs. Al'no!
anylhi.3 will 3row. Morc than a
lrundrcd sDccics of orchids

6 Traveler in Mesoamerica
nourhh in rhc ror{s. This vcF
dut county {N oncc homc to

Thc insight wc gaincd on
our tolr inleiwove rith rhc
very turposcs oIThc Book of
Mormon-purposcs which crne
slivc ro.us among rhc dcsccn'
danh o fBook o f  Mo lmon
peoples. Wc oxp.ricnccd a con
vor l ion  o tour  i . rc l l cck  as  wc l l
.s rn incrc6cd dcsirs ro Bir
trcss ol Jcsus Chrht rhn'ugh the
addcd lcslin,ony ul Thc Book ot

UsuallY thc tcrn convcN'on
rcfcs ro r changc of hcan. we
Clrrkriins spcnd nuch rinc and
cncrgy in rhc convcrson ot
he !n \  rhc  sohc t r ing  o fhcans-
rhar  vc  n ighr  b r i .g  b rokcn
hc !ns  and.o t r t i rc  sp i r i rs  ro  rhc
Lorit. But rhc s.ripturcs say rlrc
Lord  dcs i rcs  us  ro  sc rvc  h im
wi rh  d l l  our  "hcan,  DLghr , r4 . t
and s fcng lh  (D&C.1 : lb ) .  My
erpcrienca in Ou!cilalr. sccing
rcal, hisloricrl plrces, led nre ro
r  convc( ion  o f  rhe  n ' ind .

Lcr nrc cxplain. when Thc
Book of Mormon canc foih,
rhc tuins wc scc rodry in
Mcsoam.r ica  wcrc  v i iu r l l y  un
known. The bookt clrin rhrt
g rcar  rnd  ddvmccd c iv i l i zd ions

rhousand years ago scc'ncd nn-
probrblc rnd unbeliovrblc Ycr
roday, walkinS anong thc rcn.
nanb of vas citics such rs
T ika l  and Coprn  ru ins  o l  Srcar

dcn iab ly  r ruc  rharan  rdvanc .d
pcoplc such ds dcscribcd in Thc
Book o fMonnon oncc  l i vcd

Whi lc  rhc  rca l i ry  o rderc
dncicnl silcs broughl thc convcr
! ion  or  my mind,  rhc  rc ! l  i  P rc l
..nc irom mcctins rhc nrodcnr
dly pcoplc ol Gudcn'ala. Povfi I

ry casts r shrdow ovcr this
beadriful country. Irs indiCenous
pcoplcs, mosl ol shom rrc
Maym, suffer hardshitt. As I
saw the way lhcy lived, mY
head rchcd ro sbare *ith tlrcm
rhc knowledge oI rhcn fote-

Thh was forcerully brou8ht
homc whcn wc wihessed plgan
sonhip ar a sile in soutbem
Cuarcnala nerr the Plcific
co in .  A  loca l  Maym, l iSh t ing
cand les  ! l  lne  basc  o fan  ido l .
per i r ioned h is  3od on  bcha l lo l
his &ops and ranily. Md.y oi
us fclr u.casy in rhe prcscncc of
rhis rirual and w*c rclicvcd

Tho Docfinc and covcnuts
tcllr us thar Thc Book or Mor
mon sas prcscNcd so lhrt ihc
LaDu'tos nriShr cosc to thc
knorlcdgc ot rhsir rrihcn rnd
rhdt rhcy nriShr knov rhe
pronr ises  or rhc  Lord  ro  rhcn
(D&C 2 :6) .  Th is  vN rhc  ca l l
3iv.n to rhe church rt thc hmc
oI rhc Rcsrorarion-and !rar
ca l l inc  n i l l  r cs ts  on  the  chu ich .

Alrhoueh Thc Book oI Mor
non is  vc rydcarb  us  md
binss us joy itr hrving rhe addi
r iona l  rcs l inony  o l  Jcsus ,  rhc
book is  rc r l l y  lo r rhcn .  whcn I
sr* tlrc wry thc pcoplc lived,
rhc Iack ol rhc nrcsenco of

rh. Nttianut M6,h al a'

r qrkite stat aIDte.t. Mrdt rl
P stE!t ,s,t0r,ndtu is nnkra'n,
!  hu  t t u  nB?Mth t ta r ,  i  

" rhi  f t n ' t r vn  l t t r t  n ra  t \
A dnpkt d th. star t D^\d dt

lornd ttr u4hod Mt$th,nn



chrisl in then lives, I undcF
stood rh. b!iden ofrhar calling.

Another expcricnce thar af
iected ne dccply was mceling
F ide l .  o .e  o f tbe  loc r l  gu ides .
H.led Ds through the rui.s of
copan. He rold us rhar he hid
spenl his lile stDdling rhc
Mayans, rying to u.dcst.nd
fie people $ho lived d Copan.
rblch was also his hone. He
hrd had oa.y spidtual dr.rDs
abour tncm, lhcir hislory and
ho* they lived. Tbe cn, had
conc alive forhim as h. rook
visiloa th.ouCb De iuins,

At Copan is a 3$irc8e
covered sjth bielogrypbs de-
s(ibing ! two-huDdrcd year
Dcriod in ils hhtory. In lhe nid-
dle ofthe stal$se is a carving
of$e Star of Divid. Fidcl ex-
plained that arcnaeologisls ind
scholrs sat this reprcscntation
of thc Star ol David (as we call
ir) {as of an astrcnonical na-
rurc. not lhc te{jsh syrbol, He
said, though, that h. had *on-
dered nany rimes ifibe o.iginal
pcoplc had, in fact, come rrom
Je.usalem. You can jn.Sino my
joy  and de l igh t  lo rh im ro  cx-

Alrhough hc had been in con-

ract wirh peoplc bcforc who
bclicved The Book of Mormon,
hc vas lhrilled because I could
spcak lo hin in Spanhh. I
sharcd rfth him sohe oroui
idcN abou l  Chrk t ,  hk  vk i l  Io
rhc Ancricas, and thc history of
rhis pcoDlc who kuly had conc
from rerusalen. we lrlked virh

we lefr, prodising lo nail him a
Spanish copy ot Thc Book of

ritet hd swt h^ tift nntl
itq ltu Mdrdn: oJ copan. H.
:.id h. har ha.l ntnj s|ni

p. ot, t. ui qnn ut. n n. f. rn

.r odrerhnt. Th. ntdJY

Lo||t L4t: otrt o r"e .an

da! Ma)o tah. ta Etsonl
aha 241ion thi: idoton b*
hau aJth.it trrr.nd fd^4

wc are  a l l  fami l ia r  w i lh  lhc
piclurc of tcsus slandiog oDt.
sidc thc housc knocking on rhc
door . I t  rcminds  !s  lhd  rcsus
knocks cvery day at the door of
olr lrves and heans. Perhaps
onc oI rhc doors Jesus is knock,
ing  on  in  your  l i fe  i s  lhe  door  lo
ldventure, to opening youGelf
to  a jou lncy  ro  Book o fMornon
lands .  I ryou  opcn rha t  door . I
hopc yod. too, expe cncc lhc
cxcircne.r andjoy I fell May
you! healt be cnrichcd, your
mind convcncd, and your desire
to wi'nc$ srcnslhene<r. a

i
i
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The Hebrew Background of 
The Book of Mormon 

Introduction 

As members of FRAA have 
tra1•eled around the co11111ry 
prese111i11g all-day semi11ars 
about The Book of Mormo11, a 
freq11emly asked q11estio11 is 
how does the 1966 edirio11, com­
mo11/y called the reader's edi­
iion, differ from the /908 edi­
rio11? Quire simply, the 1966 
edition seeks ro improve the 
E11glish. Improving the English, 
however, diminishes rhe 
Hebraic eleme11ts. 

Hebrew a11d English functio11 
quire differe111ly. Thus the cor­
rected English i11 the 1966 
edirio11 e/imi11ares ma11y of the 
Hebrew characteristics a11d 
obliterates evidence of the 

The Hebraisms in The Book 
of Mormon help persuade us 
that il is authentic. The follow­
ing story will lllustrate. During 
the years I 968-71, I taugh1 
Hebrew at the University of 
Utah. My practice was LO ask 
new students to respond to a 
questionnaire, giving some idea 
of their interests and linguistic 
background. One student wroLe 
that she wanted to study 
Hebrew in order to prove The 
Book of Mormon was a fraud. 
She approached me afler class 
to explain. 

When I inquired why she felt 
The Book of Mormon was 
fraudulent, she stated that it 
was full of errors. l asked for an 
example, She drew my attention 
10 Alma 2 I :48, where we read, 
"When Moroni had said these 
words, he went forth among the 
people. waving the rent part of 
his garment in the air." 

John A. Tvedlnes 

aurhenticiry of The Book of Mor­
mo11-thar it is an ancient 
record writte11 by prophets who 
wrote a11d spoke Hebrew (Mor­
mo11 4:99): a record translated 
by Jouph Smith, Jr .. with the 
gift and power of God, 1101 
authored by him. 

Nephi wrate that he made a 
record in rite language of his 
father. This consisted of /IVO 

things: "the learni11g of rite 
Jews and the language of the 
Egyptians" ( I Nephi I: I). 
Moro11i clarifies this by sayi11g 
that the "characrers"-or 
script-was reformed Egyptian 
(Mormon 4:98). While rhe 
awhors of The Book of Mormon 
tell us they wrote i11 reformed 
Egyptian, rhe many Hebrew 1011-

She noted that in the 1830 edi­
tion (p. 351), this read simply 
"waving the rent of his gar­
ment." ln English, 1he relll is 
1he hole in the gam1ent. not the 
piece Lorn out of Lhe garment. 
Therefore. Moroni could nol 
have waved it. This was an 
error, she conLencled, and ad­
ding the word part later was 
mere deception. (The word part 
was not added 10 the 1908 or 
1966 RLDS editions.] 

WiLhout a Hebrew back­
ground. I might have been 
bothered by it. But the explana-
1ion was clear when I considered 
how Monnon would have writ­
ten that sentence. Hebrew does 
not have to add the word part 10 
a verbal substantive like relll as 
English rcqui res. Thus, broken 
in Hebrew can refer to a broken 
thi11g or a broken part, while 
new can refer to a new thing. In 
the verse the student cited, re111 

guage partems indicate rhe lan­
guage was Hebrew. (See The 
Wi1ness. Spring 1991. #72, p. 9-
10: INSIGHTS, March /992, 
No. 2.) 

The Editorial Committee 
found the article presented 
here by John A. Tvedrnes 
clearly defines some of these 
Hebraisms-distinct charac­
teristics of rhe Hebrew 
language as preserved in the 
English translation. lack of 
room prevented rhe printing of 
rhe comvlete article. The follow­
ing excerpts are repri111ed with 
permission from The Fo1111da-
1ion for Anciem Research and 
Mormon Studies, All scripture 
references have been changed 
to reflect rhe RLDS 1908 edition. 

would mean rent thing or rent 
parr. Thus, the "error" she saw 
as evidence of fraud was really 
a Hebraism I.ha! was evidence 
for 1he aulhenLicity of The Book 
of Mormon. 

Significantly. the f'irst (1830) 
edition of The Book of Mormon 
contains many more Hebraisms 
than later edi1ions. Later edi­
tions, especially in 1837, 1840, 
and l 876, were edi1ed to im­
prove Ille English in areas 
where the text appeared to be 
awkward. Unfortunately, this 
destroyed some of the evidence 
for a Hebrew original. There­
fore, I will occasionally refer to 
the reading of the 1830 edition 
to illustrate Hebraisms in The 
Book of Mormon. 

Construct State 

When English shows a posses­
sive or descriptive relationship 

TH£ \VTTN£SS • Sununer 1992 7 



' 'ddcid14l (rinrerroiien0
Neph ishouted .  Hh c ry  wcn l
down thc linc ol nen lnd
cancls. The big wdcr comcsl
up ,  up  ro  thc  h i l l s .  Qu ick l  Up lo

Dory lookcd abon!, confdscd.
"Jusr  do  i r  l "  Neph iu .ged.

''Col" ttc hclpdd her ro mount
hcr camel. slapping rbc bcast on
thc lump ro send n flying up the
hill. He leaped onro his own
canel. gallopinS down rhe linc
rarning. DrgioS, prodding lszY

All wc.e slfel Nephi siShcd
wilh reliel Evcryonc had bccn
Dropcdy movcd ro bisher Sround.

Sho wis dashing blck ro tho ccn.

"Wharare you doinS? hc
scftamcd, *rcnching his candl
ioin and lhundering b!ck roward
hcr. Kneell he ordcrcd hk
canel. Ronghly hc ya.kcd Do.
cas onro his saddlc bchind hin,
poddi.g hh canrcl up and on

she loughr hin. protcsring,
sobbins an $o wry. "My bagl I
lctt ny boxlThc embroidciy lbr
my wedding drcss! shc cricd.

' 'Hang on l '  Netb i  shouted
ovcrhis shoulder. He had no
timc to argue. The wrdi, oncc
tbet broad, sife hjehway, now
had bccomc i dcarh tEpl Al
lcady he could hear the wall ol
warer, roming likc a. angry lion.
Thct slill had yar'ls to go to

''H.lp, Lordl ' Ncphi cricd. I!

The.lhc flood was upon
rhen, switling around hk camcl.
crusi.S h$ ro slunblc. Shc
,egaincd ber balancc. conplxin
ing  i . loud ,  g r icvous  no ins .  Shc
struggled to wrlk. while the surg
ing.urrenr tuffcd ai hcr, hying
ro pull ner under. The upward
slop0 b0crnc sljppcry. ln onc
dcsperatc cfforl lhc cancl
l!ngcd torwa!d, pilching Ncphi
an'l Dorcas inro rbe fihhy broil.

''Heipl Dorcas rellcd. I

Nephj barcly hcard her over
the rush ot water. Abovc rhcm a
shadow sped lcross rhc sun and
a ch i l l  r ind  b lc t r .  B lack  c louds
wirh ragged tails ha.ging lor
raced acros rhc sky. Largc rain
dropr begm ia plop. Soon rain
poured dovn in rotrcn*. Nephi
xnd Dorcas wcre kncedeep in thc
frorhint, chuding nud, srug.

A ropc fle* our on ro rhc
watc ! .  Neph imhs.d  i r .  The cur
renr  was pu l l ingrhcr  unde i  As
rhcy loughtlo broarhc, NcPhi

Lighrcning flashcd. Thnndor
rollcd. Thcy must gct ouri Thc
ncxr i inc  thc  ropo s lappcd rhc

t lc  c lung to  rhc  ropc ,  bur rhc
slick hud Iooscncd hk grasp on

' ' I  can  r  hang on .  sho . r i cd .
grabbing. clukhing Ncphit coal.

''Tryl Ncphi shourcd. Evcry
nusc le  {as  n ra in ing ,  yc r  he
nrnagcd to Srasp hcr hand

Slov ly ,  vc ry  s lowly .  so  conc

Hr i l  bca l  down upon Ihcm,
l i ke  ! . l l c rs  o r  rock .  Thcy
cou ldn \  scc .  S l ipp ing  and ra l l
ing, thcy straincd to hrng on

At l6l thcy were in lre arms
ot Morhcr Anna. Father Ishnael.
.nd rcjoicins brothers and
shtcm.  Somrone qu ick ly  rh rer  a
crork rround Dorcas. Alrhough
sorkcd and shivcring. rhc rwo

Fron .bovc rh.Y wdchc'l rhc
ro i l ing  r idc .  L ike  a  carob

swccping r{ay *holc fccs.
Here rnd rhere a badger clung to
a limb. A bloated leopaid lloared

Fo i  rwh i lc .  rho  l ln i l y jun
d.rcd, rrying ro prorcd rhcir
heads ftom rlE icy pellet of
hail. Warcr nrcanrcd cvcry.
wlrcrc, as thc roar bcgan to slack

''Ncphi, Dorcas said bctwccn
charlcring lcdh. you savcd nry

''Rcncmb.r thc lifclinc? Civc
God rhc glory. Ncphi answcrcd.

A sun ray slror rhrough blue
sky .  now innoccn l  o f  sPecd inE
dcs l rucr ion .  Tbc  ca IPc t  o l  ha i l
gleamcd silvcr on lhc ground.

''I rm so sory, so sotry lor
not obcyinc you, Dory con

''And I an sory for so rougb-
ry yanki.g yoD onto rhe saddlc,'

''r gavc you litll. choicc, shc
sr id .  You mighr  havc  d icd  roo . '

Nephi wreslcd wilh a tunun
ol leelings. Why hrd she not
$aycd on  herc rmel l  WhY had
shc not obeycd hin? Hc vanlcd
ro  shake her  rnd  yc1 l .  , { rp .a ,
l  p to t?L t  !0 r  he , rou  d4ahry !

au! whcn hc lookcd upon hcr,
r r in  { i l l  d r ipp ing  down h f
nosc. shc lookcd so shrll. so
hc lp lcss .  what  i the  had lo r
hcr? Shc rhon ho nad Plcdgcd
(' carc iori Shc was alive and
srlc. Hc *antcd ro crush her ro

Shc bd( r  in ro  rcars .  N.ph i , I
d i d n  r n r c a .  r o . . .  I  d i d n  t  k n o w
th. naclrala concs so suddcnly
in rhc dcscn wi(h such forccl '

blcsscs soft ground, bul on hard
ca ih .  n  can on ly  ru rh  on , . . ry
ing all wirh ir ro dcslrucrion. r
an sotry you lon your enbroi
dcry. Wc can gcl anolhe. drcss,
bur  nor .norhcr  Dorcas .  Yo!  w i l l
l cam.  ny  l i l l l c  Sr rc l l c ,N rhar
on ly  l i f c  i s  '  po imr  in  rhc

Tcndcrly. w h his rorcrinscr.
hc bro(cd rrrc rcfs ru.ninS
down hcr facc. "No norc rcaru,
p lcasc ,  Dory .  Ncph i  sa id .  Hc
cuppcd hcr chin in his hand and
lookcd gomly upon hcr. 'PlcAc,
wc hav .  norc  rh rn .nough {a rc r

r l c f  smi lc  was as  br ieh t  as .hc
sun *arming then chilled bodies.

''Troublc comcs suddcnly in
rhc silderncss. Help nrc ro lGte.
ro o'c L.rd, Dory," Ncphi said
softly. Our vcry livcs dcpcnd

I
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CROSSWORD STORM 

WORD LIST: 

ABA 

ANNA 

BOX 

CAMELS 

DATES 

DESERT 

DOVES 

DORCAS 

EMBROIDERY 

GAZELLE 

GRASS 

HAIL 

HAWK 

JSHMAEL 

KINDLING 

LAVENDER 

NACHALA 

NEPHI 

OBEDIENT 

PURPLE 

ROPE 

SAGE 

THYME 

UNLEAVENED 

WADI 

WATERFALL 

ACROSS CLUES 

I. Sandy, barren wilderness
5. Camel food
6. Cooing birds
7. Name of Lhe father of Dorcas
9. What Dorcas left behind

14. The color of Lhc hills
15. Name of Lhc mother or Dorcas
16. A dry river bed
17. Small balls or pclleLS of ice
20. Fragrant pale purple mini
2 I. Deserl beasls of burden
24. What Dory thought caused 1he sound of

rushing warers
25. Seasoning herb
26. Used LO pull Nephi and Dorcas from lhc

wate-r

DOWN CLUES 

2. Needlework designs
:). Girl ·s name that means gazelle
4. Winter IorrenI or flood
8. Son of Lehi

10. Doing whal the Lord commands
11. Sleeveless overcoat
12. Bread made with salt and water without

yeasI
13. Used lo start fires
18. Bird of prey Ihat circled lazily overhead
19. Swifl. small. graceful antelope with soft

shining eyes
22. Grey-green herb
23. Swc'CI oval fruit from the dale palm
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PROMISES TO LIVE BY
oonrh. Thc nissiDg {o.ds are lkted
boro*. Ifyou ar .or surc oflhc roid.
Iook it up in your Book ofMormon,

f o . l C o d l i s  t h c  a . D e , - - -  - -  - -  ,
lo-d.y, rrd lor er.r(r Nephi 3:2?).

Eor he thrt dilis€nrlr deekcrh shrll findi
nd rhc  hysr . r l . .o fcod 5h l l l  be  un-

lo lded un to  lhen b i  th€  , - -o l th€
Holr Ghost, rs *.ll in thtu lim€ as in
!mes o lo ld  ( l  Neph i  3 :2 r .30) ,

Julr 5

6:4J) . ( l N r33),

wher€lorc, lhe righreon.
lo .  r tu3  s r i lh  the  ___
lhrll be mved (1 Nephi

D.hold, rll ritiors, kindr
rrd p€ople, shlll d*.ll 3.
Ho l ,  On.  o t Is r rp l ,  i f i r  ro

thi i: r2,

13'j.

July 12
And iflh.r€ b. no righteou
bc no (t N.

Wh€.€for€ let us be l.ilhful
rh€ ol

Thc nissing sords rrc in alphab.Llcal

JUl! 25

( l

Nephi was prorected liom reftible
dang.r bccause hcobeyed rne Lord.
C.n you think of! timc in your
IrDily whcn obcdicncc to Cod
ptutecled tou fron sudden dangd?

Ple.se send tour t.sLlmony to Th.lunior lvihess
Edl ror ,  )10 W.Whh.  OaL, IndeD.ndrnc. ,  Vksoun 64050
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r l so . In  H.brcR,  i t  i s  uscd  ro
cmphasizc rhc closc links bc
rwccn rwo rh ings .  N in  rh is
b ib l i ca l  p rssrgc :  Both  J r ink
rhou, .nd  I  w i l l  aho  dr .w Io r
rhy camcls" (Gc.csis 24:45).
Hcrc arc sonc .xa0plcs li.m

ro rcnccr rhc Hcbrcw usaSc
They. .  .  worsh iped rhc
Father in his na!rer rnd
rho, we worship lhc Falhcr
in  h is  na tuc  (Jacob: l :5 ) .

The Lord hdh hcard rhc
pr rye6 orh is  pcop lc ,  rnd
. iso  rhc  Prayc^  orhN scr
vanr  A lmi  (Mos iah  1r : r67) .

No*  rhc  sons  or  Mos i ih
scre nlnbercd atuon3lhc
unbo l icvc6 i  Nnd, ln '  one o l
r h e s o n s o l A l n a  w i s  n u m .
bered Nmong lhenr (Mosixh

SubordiDat€ Clauses
Bib l i ca l  Hcbrcw bcg ins  subor

d indc  c raurcs  wnh Prcpos i r jons
plus a word rh!r rranslrrcs i5
tha l .  such as  in  Ezck ic l40 : l :
''.i1€r that rhc ciry wdx $ir
ten  Such auscof l l r r l  in
E.g l i$  h  rwkur  rnd  rhcrc
forc nrc. Ycr n.ppea$
rrequcnrly in Thc Book ol Mor
mon,  anothcrcv idcnc .  o f

norc frcqucnr in rhc l8:10 cdi
l ions .  bu l  many o l  rhc  thNls
wele droppcd lrom larcr cdi
lions lo rcad tuorc snootlrly
(nored  in  thc  ro l low ing  cx-

And b$rusr that thcy
arc rcdccmed lion lhe larl

because lha t  ny  her4  is

bs.,use Irh!ll they h.d lr.F
dened theii hclrts (l Ncphi

bero.e IIhrll 'hey wcrc

mani te i  h inxd l f in  thc

rnd . f i c r  lhN l  I  hnd bccn
lih.d up upotr rhc cro$ (:l

rtr.r rh!t I am gonc (o lhc
Fa lhcr (3  Ncph i  l3 :12)

The Relative Clause
In  Hcbrcw,  r l rc  *o rd  rh r l

mr rk5  lhc  bcg inn ing  o l  i  rc l i .
r i vc  c l ru rc  (genera l l y  l rans l ! l cd
*h i rh  o r  nho in  Eng l i5h)  docr
nor ilwrys closcly follow (hc
word  i r rc fc6  brck  ro ,  rs  i r
usur l l y  does  ln  EnSl ish  SoDc
Book or  MorDon | ]a r r rgcs  g ivc
rhc  lnprcss ion  o lh rvnrs  bcc i
rr!nslarcd ftonr such Hcbrcw

Our  b rorhcr  N. th i  .  .  l r l s
takc t r  r  0 !0 .  hm r .  hc .u r
ru lc r  a .d  our  l c rchc . .  rho
drd  h i r  e lder  b rerhrcn  ( l
Ncph i  5 :43)  inscad o f  lo  be

sho are  h is  e lder  b re ih reh

dnrwicd  in  rhc  Rrd  scr ,
lhn  sc .c  lhc  r rn .s  o t
Phr rmh (1  Ncph i5 :109)  in
lc id  o f  the  Etyp l idns ,  Bho

lhr ru rh ,  * . r r  d ro$ncd in

T l rcn  sh ! l l  lhcy  confcss ,

sor ld  (Mos i r l r  I  l :198)  in
\1c !n  o t lncn  sh . l l  they
*hr  l i v r  snhout  God in

EnraDosiiional Nords
a;dPmnouns

t.onoun xs lhe dired objccr of
rhe vcd in one clausc and a
Pronot rn  re le r ing  ro  rhc  sanc
p.aonor rh ins  in  tbc  ro r ro* ins
c lausc  in  a  way rhar  sccns  un .
nr..s\rry or rcdundanl in
Eng l i$  Furexaml le  in  ccncs is

I i8hr ,  r l ra r  i r  wasgood. "  rn  rh is
casc ,  thc  K ing  Jues  B ib l .
rcllecls lhc llcbrcw wording,
dcspik rhc llcr rhar in English
rhe  norm way o fsay ing  lhk

wou ld  bc  God saw rh i l  lhe
l iEhr  was Eood.  Th is  Hcbra ic
us .gc  is .1so  fou .d  in  Thc  Book

I  bchc ld  the  era thr fGod.
rhar  i l  was  upon thc  sccd  o f
my b .c .h rcn  ( l  Ncph i  3 ,150)

And I bchcld rhe sti.it of

rhc  G.nr i l cs  ( l  Ncph i  3 :  l5 l )
r  .  . .  bchcrd  rhe  po*er  r f
thc  LanbofCod. lha l  i t  dc '
sccndcd (1  Ncph i  3 :230)

Nming CoDveDtioE
!r'hcn r child is bo.n. wc siy

noor r_ .a l l cd  h i 'n  x  o r
"nmrcd hnn x .  Thc  s rnc  is
ruc  in  ndming p l l c$ .  lo rcK
rmplc .  He ca l l cd  h is  ranch
Plcasan l  va l l cy .  au t  I l cbrcw
cxprossds ir quirc drtlircnrly,
' ' l l c  ca l l cd  rhc  nanrc  o r  h is  son

rhar  i s  c l l l cd ,  .o r  rhc  ch i ldor

P. rh {ps  lhc  bcn-known cx .
r0p lc  f rom rhc  B ib lc  l s  rhc  onc
i 0 u n ' l  i n  l ! l i r h  7 : 1 4 :  . B c h o l d .

.  v i re in  rh r l l  con .c ivc .  rnd
sha l l  bc i r  a  son.  r t rd  s l r . l1  c r l l
h is  nane Inminuc l .  Th  s
id ion '  i s  round in  !  nunbc !o l
P laccs  'n  Thc  Book o lMormon

w.  d id  c r l l  rhc  nNme o l  o rc
p lacc  shrzcr  ( r  N .ph i  5 i l6 )

rhc  c i ry  Moro t r i  (A l r r  22 : r4

Hc had rhrcc sonsi .nd hc
ca l l cd  rhc i r  n rmes Mos iah .
and Hclorum. and Hclanran

Possessive Promus
l n  Hcbrc* .  r  Posscss ivc

pronoun k  addcd ro  rhc  c .d  o f
rhc  noun.Thus ny  book  woDld
bc  lhe  book  o f  me.  Thk  Hcbra i .
usagc  k  re f l cc rcd  jn  scvca lcx .
amplcs from Thc Book ol

hcar rhc words ori'c (.racob



scr le th  d  naught  th€ , l0ne-
nrn t  o l  h im and thc  loqcr
o th ls  rcdcmpr ion  (Moron i

Words Used
in Unusual ways

Ar  rcvcn l  po in r  in  Th3 Book
o l  Monnon.  wc  cncoun ldr
Engli$ words uscd 'n wrys rhd
r rc  u rknorn  0runcxp. . Ico  In
our  l rngurgc .  K inS Mos ixh
s . id . ' . l  sha l l  g ivc  lh 's  pcop lc  r
nanc, rhd rhercby rhct nry bc
dhr iDgu ishcd !bor r  d l l  rhc
pcop lc  (Mosrh  l i  l7 )  ln
Eng l i$  {c  wou ld  cxped d in in
gu ished t .on .  Bu i  Thc  Book o l
Mormon pass iSc  rc l l cc r \  th .
noana l  Hcbrcw cxPrcss io i .
wh ich  usd !  r l rc .onpound
prcposn ion  rha t  me!ns  t roh

Jacob wrorc  rhar  Ndnh i  i i
n rucrcd  h iD rc3ard in3  NcPh ' rc
sacr.d prca.hinS, rcvcl ions.
and prophccics rhar _l should
cngr rve  rhc  heads ur rhcn  uPon
rhcsc  p la rcJ  (Jacob l :1 )  Th3

rhe Gc.r i lcs  shal l  hc grcd n
the eyes oI me (2 Ncthi

For thcy arc d.livcrcd by
t he  po*e r  o fh in  (2  Ncph i

R6pa|9 fu sau( c|l|.^u: |t
rh,3o.katM0ndl d1,1

vi'1.atdp.lot $t5 ro o'd.t

rcn !  heNd scc t r l s  our  o l  p lacc
wc {ou ld  cxper l  soncrhrng
r ikc  most  impo. rahr  ro  bc  uscd
Bur  rhc  .xprcsson is  rcadr ly  cx
p la inab lc  in  rc r  s  o l  Hcbrcv .
Thc Hcbr.w word lnr rhc hcld
o l  rhc  body  is  rodchncs  uscd
ro  dcscr  bc  rh ing \  rs  ch ie l  (scc
D.u(c ronony 33 : l5 i  Psa ln
l3? :6 i  rnd  Provcrbs  l :2 l )  o r
prec i0 rs  (sc  Anx ,s  6 r  l :
DTck ic l  27  2 l )  Th is  i s  t r ib rh lY

corclusioD
ThtrIN e\t,tpt^ al

H t l ra^ns  h r r t t d tn?s  h t t t  h
ltrruetttc thal rh. Rook tt

Htht.i tr.v. Th? ..nttt?ft ru
:n r r  i f  11 .  ah r \ t  a t  nL t t
/,1t.drel tr Rcdis.ovcriDS Thc
Book  o r  MorDor  ,? r r lA t . r  r l
r.atttati.n !rt |1nt it"! R.
suth tnl Mrthr)r Sr i.t.
D ( :ud  3 r .1 ,  t 99 t .  Th .  b r r t l
nn\ tu uaortt r, $t.q5 ftul
F A R M . S . , P . A  3 . \ 7 t t J ,
Urn o si^ sdirn. P' t1 r, ltLth

t l r t h  r t a t .  l i r t r ] l t i t '
.\1tt.nL( r, tht irfha".. rI
lt.hr?\ rn rtu 3r.k al Mr'dtt
r i ] 16 .  s (  t h (v  v r t r : J r r  ! t r .

Nc l ]h i sn t .  "wc  aE  up .n
an isl€ oi lhc sca (2 N.Plli
?  l 5 ) ,  I l  f cDrs  s l . angc  l o  navc
Ncph i  ca l l  r hc   mc r i can  cdn
l i ncn r  rn  i d .nd .  Bu r  rhc  Hcbrcs
vo rd  Scnca l l y  rmns l i l cd  i s l t  i i
r hc  B jb l c  h ! s  !  * i dc r . rngc  o l
m  n ins  oMn j re  i s r xnd  r r

H ( l ) t . n  Pa . t r  n t  I h .  S rnk
0 f  i l a th r , t  Pa t ^  I  &2b rAr
r.ld a,dd/l n, zdrthdnla
Rccord  No . . r : l  l l  &  J , / ,  / 93d .

The Conrcnrs, Struct'rc ind
auoro r ih i !  o f rhc  Rook  o lN io .
n \n  h r  . l  N  Vashbr - t  1951

''A N(\ Dt, Dt\'r:ltr tt)!
Ro rk  i  Murnn ,  h r  R t \  w t t .
. / | ,  n r  Thc  S r in rs  Hc  l d ,  i t l i /

' ' l l . h ro^n r  i r  t t t t  N  tphn l
R..r ' hr Ra\ tt'.larn in
v , r / , , i .  / / /  4  Book  o r  Mo f lnon

R.dJ hn)r abrkt ttr. trJhtai
..titior: tlTh. Br.k t)JMrnar
n t  t  t t t i t t  o f  u t ta l ( :  h \  Sh i t k t
//.d(r ri zrrdhd Lr R..ofd
N ,x  r i  Jd  . r8  .n /  J / . J i .  U \
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?ie Witness bctween
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You may obtain a coly
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Can Forgiuen Sins Be Returned.?

''Forsivc us our ucspmscs. as
wc foryivc ihosc who tcspass
agai .sr  u i  (Marhew 6: r3) .

Thcse well known woids
fron the Lordt Prayer arc
oncn rcpcal.d by chrisrims.
Fcw, howclcr, can quorc thc
ve^e inhediately folloring in
which chrin explains ro his dir
c iP les  the  mern tng  o f  lh is
porlion olrhc Lord s Pnycr.

For if ye forgive nen
rheir 1r6PNs50s, who
trespa$ rgainst you, rour
hervenly rath$ sill rlso
forgive Jon: bul ifre tor.
g i le  no l  men lhe i . l respa$
s€s, neither vill your
he.venly Father torgir€

Mrllhes6:16
The Lord\ Prayc! in Thc

Book ot Mormon has sliShrly
diileEnt words bul makcs rhc
same po in t .  And Io rg ivc  us  our
dcbr, N we lorgive our dcb

wc otlcn pray rrrcsc words ol
rorgiveness. bur do wc fully ap-
precialc what lh.y mcan? Sone
orus  rou ld  s ly  ro r8 ivcncss  o f
$ns mcans rnosc rns arc gonc
lorcvcr. rnd wo will hcver have
to roiiy or be accounlable for

Bur wha! do rhc Scripruier
say? Thc Biblc, Book ot Mo.
Dran, and Doctinc Md Covendnls
all sccD ro advocatc rhe pioposi
rion rhai a sin. once forgiven,
mdy indeed not bc gonc lorcvcr.

Enos  l :3 ,?  n rakcs  i r  c lcar  rha l
/rrBir.rdrr of sins a.d /.nr-

And  I  * i l l l e l l  you  o f l he
rreslle shich I hrd beforc
God ,  be fo r . I  r ecc i vcd  I

unlo ine sryingj Enos, thy
s ins  r re t  4 re , ,  lh te ,  rnd
thou shr l l  be  b lessed (cn .

Mosiah 3:,12,44 likcwisc sup-

lhose rho  h .ve  hexrk rned
unto  l l r c i r  so .ds ,  and
be l ie red  lha t  lhe  Lord
rou ld  r€deen h is  pcop le ,
and have looked fo rwr rd
1{' thrr day tor ! r?uirrto'

For these r.e lhey rhose
s ins  h .  h rs  borne;  these
rre they tor Rhoh hc has
d ied , lo  redeem then f rom

auhougb lorgivencss or sins
and rcnr is ion  o ls i .s  soc$ to
bc synonynous. urc ol rhc rsrm
"remiss ion_ aPpcars  ro  cas
rcDoval ol sin in r diffcrcnr

A s imp ic  an i logy  D i8 l l  bc  bc .
rwccn sn and canccr. A terson
q i rh  cancc !n iy  su f fc r  l rom rhc
illncs lor an clcrd.d pdrdl
oi ri'nc. Th.n, duc ro rrcarmcnl

0Ac bccol'c\ 'ntrclivc Al long
rs  rhe  cancer  l ies  dormrnr  o r  i s
in rcn'ission, rhc pcrson is in no
dangcro l  dy ing  t roD rhc  d iy
crsc Ifrhc cm.dr (ntrc\ otrt ol
ie  i s ron ,  howcvcr .  md once
aga in  a l lacks  r l r .  body ,  rh r r  pcr

Thc scriprurc: sccn' ro indi

cde rhar ro ission oI sin k
s iml la . .  As  long r  s in  i s  in
rcn is ion  ( lo rg ivcn) ,  i r  hN no
clrcct upon us, !nd wc srrn'l 'n
no  ddngcr  o lsu f fc r inE r l rc  consc '

Burc !n  a  ! in ,  onc .  ro re ivcn ,
rcasscn i l sc l rand aga in  n 'ake
us rccounrablc in crcariry for
i l5  accompany ing  pcnr l l y l  Thc
parab lc  Chr in  gavc  h is  d isc ip lcs
in  Marhcw l3 :23 '34  i l l unrarcs

Chr in  sa id  rhe  k ing  o i  hcrvcn
s$ l i k .ncd  unro  n  c .n r in
k ing ,  who wou ld  takc  lccoun l
or  h is  sc rv i rns  whcn rhc  k i t rg
bc3{n  rhc  rcckonrng.  onc  wrs
h('ughl unl(' hitr' who owcd hitr'

T l r .  n rn  hdd t ro l ronay . '
howcv.r, rnd h. bc8gcd rhc
k ,03 .  s !y ' t re .  "Lord .  h rvc
pd icncc  w i rh  n rc .  and I  s  l lp iy
rhcc  d l l .  Thc  t l cd  o l  Lhs  ic .
v rn t  novcd rhc  k ing  w i rh
coriprs!i0n, rtrd hc lorg.vc 0r

* rn t  0 ! t ,  znd  lound one o t
h is  f . l l os  s r rv ,nk  wh ich
osed b in  {  hundred
prn&i ,bd  hr  D id  h rnds
on h in j  and rnk  h in  b ! -
rh€  rh .o r r ,  r rJ inS,  Fay  me

And h is  re l lo*  s€rvan l
t r l l  dovh a t  h is  fc . t .  rnd
besough i  h im,  say ing ,  HNve
p! t ience R i lh  ne !  rnd  I

Thc  !nDrcrc i lu l  sc rv r t r { .

l r ro  p rkoD unr l l  l l r c  dcbrwrs



paid. This displeased the 
servant's friends, who came to 
the king and told him what had 
happened. The king in turn 
called the servant and said. 

0 thou wicked servant! I 
forgave thee all that debt; 
because thou desiredst me; 
shouldest not thou also 
have had compassion on 
thy fellow servant, even as 
I had pity on thee'! 

And his lord was wroth, 
and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he shou Id 
pay all that was due unto 
him. 

So likewise shall my 
heavenly Fat her do also 
unto you, if ye from your 
hearts forgive not every 
one his brother their 
trespasses. 

This parable of the unmerci­
ful servant clearly parallels 
what happens to us when we 
refuse forgiveness to those 
against whom we may have 
aught. In the case of the unmer­
ciful servant. his former debts 
(sins) which had been forgil'e/1 
were re111med to him and he 
again became accountable for 
the payment of I hose debts. 

• ·.:; 7f 

Christ· s statement 10 the 
Nephites fun her emphasizes the 
fact that our sins may be 
returned to us. 

Nevertheless, when they 
shall have received the full­
ness of my gospel, then if 
they shall harden their 
hearts against me, I will 
return their illlq11ities 
11po11 their own heads, saith 
the Father. 

-3 Nephi 9:66

The Doctrine and Covenants 
likewise contains !his principle 
of forgiveness. 

And now, verily I say 
unto you, I, the Lord, will 
not lay any sin to your 
charge; go your W3)'S and 
sin no more; but unto that 
soul who sinneth shall the 
former sins re t 11m, saith 
the Lord your God. 

-D&C81:2

This concept is consistent 
with another principle found in 
the Doctrine and Covenants: "I. 
the Lord. am bound when ye do 
what I say, hut when ye do 1101

what I say. ye have no promise" 
(81 :3h). 

King Benjamin in The Book 
of Mormon wisely counsels us 
on how to retain a remission of 

Zarahemla Research Fo1111dario11 
A111101111ces rhe P11blicatio11 of 

Recent Book of Mormon Developments 
Volume 2 

This book contains articles from the Zarahemla Record, issues 24-
59: personal testimonies, insights. information on geography, 
archaeology, the Hebrew nature of The Book of Mormon, and a 
complete description and investigation of lhc manuscripts and edi­
tions of The Book of Mormon. 

$12.00 plus $1.75 for postage and handling ($2.90 for two 
books) 

•ro order, write:
Zarahemla Research Foundation 

P.O. Box 1727 
Independence, Missouri 64055 
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sins. First. remember the great­
ness of God and our own 
nothingness; second, humble 
ourselves "even in I.he deplhs or

humility;" third. call on the 
name of the Lord daily. and 
fourth. stand siearlfaslly in the 
faith. 

And behold, I say unto 
you, that if ye do I.his, ye 
shall always rejoice, and 
be filled with I.he Io,•e of 
God, tmd always retain a 
remission of your sins. 

-Mosiah 2:22

The implication of this scrip­
ture is Ihai if we do no1 do 
those things referred to. we will 
1101 retain a remission or sins. 
King Benjamin poims out thal 
retaining a remission of our sins 
is a day-I0-day process. 

For the sake of these 
things which I have spoken 
unto you; that is, for the 
sake or retai11i11g a remis­
sion <1.f your sins from day 
to day, that ye may walk 
guiltless before God. 

-Mosiah 2:42

Alma 2:20 also suggests IIrnI 
remission of sins is an ac1ive 
procedure. 

While others were abasing 
l hemsel ves, succoring
those who s1ood in need of
their succor, such as im­
parting their substance to
the poor and the needy;
feeding the hungry; and
suffering all manner of
afflictions, for Christ's
sake ... l.hus retaining a
remission of their sins.

This understanding of for-
giveness and lhc remission or sins 
casts new light on the necessity 10

comply with Lchi's admonition 10
his sons shortly before his death: 
"Wherefore if ye shall be obedient 
to the cornmandmcms. and endure 

rn the end, ye shall be saved at the 
last day" ( I Nephi 7:69). 

&. 



FRAA DEDICATES BUILDING 

"And ii came 10 pass" that 
the Lord provided a place for 
FRAA. The Foundation recenlly 
pu·rchased a building al 210 W. 
White Oak, just two blocks 
from the Independence square. 
After many hours of work and 
01uch renovation, FRAA took 
the opporlunily to say I hank you 
10 those who made ii possible. 

More than 125 members or

Helaman's Two Thousand. 
FRAA 's faithful contributors, at­
tended the dedication service 
Monday evening, April 6, 1992. 
Guests came from al I across the 

Patricia Beebe 

United S1a1cs, Canada and 
Nigeria, filling the conference 
room and-library to overllow­
ing. 

Michael Gatrost. president of 
FRAA. welcomed the guests 
and presided over the service. A 
special 1ribu1e was given 1.0 
Thclona Stevens who longed for 
the Lime when FRAA would 
have its own building. Roy Wel­
don shared special insights, and 
Vivian Sorensen petitioned the 
Lord in a heanJ"elL prayer of 
dedication and blessing. Special 
music was brought by Karl and 

Kevin Anderson. The building 
truly filled to overllowing. holh 
physically and spiritually. 

lmmedia1ely following the 
dedication service, guests 
sampled dcl icious food rro111 a 
beautifully decorated burfet 
table. Julie Gatrost. Linda 
Trimble. and Brenda Trimble 
served those who stayed to visit 
and explore the bui !ding. 

M,my viewed, and some pur­
chased, 1hc pain1ings by 
Thclona Stevens that hang from 
the walls throughout the build­
ing. Thclo,rn dona1ed the 
pain1ings to 1hc Foundation to 
sell as a means of raising funds 
to help defray expenses. Sixteen 
remain for sale. 

Throughout I.he week. more 
than 500 people came to sec the 
building and hear Lhe lecture/tes­
timony cl asses each evening. 
Greeting so many who love The 
Book or Mormon blessed and 
uplifted the staff. 

Why don't you become a 
member of Hclaman 's Two 
Thousand and join others in 
promoting Jesus Christ and the 
light round in The Book of 
Mormon. A,. 
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Gustav and 

the Golden Plates 

Dan Hight 

My great grandfa1hcr. Gus­
tav Koehn. was born in Ham­
burg, Germany. AL Lhc age of 
15, he emigrated 10 !he United 
States by stowing away on a 
freighter. Af1er landing in 1hc 
New World, he traveled 10 Penn­
sylvania and setLled wi1h a large 
colony of German people. 

There he met and married a 
young lady by the name of 
Ma1ilda Frilzsinger. Their 
youngest child, Tillie. was my 
grandmother. Since Ma1ilda 
could speak only German. Tillie 
became her English translator. 

Gustav. keenly interested in 
religion, sLudied and became a 
minister in the Evangelical 
Church. At the time, that church 
was moving west with the Ger­
man population. One area. 
sou1hwest lowa, not only had a 
large number of Germans, bu!, 
according to Evangelicals, 
needed help because of a par­
ticular problem-Che Mormons 
(RLDS). So, Gustav and Malil­
da moved lo Magnolia, Iowa. 
Magnolia. along wi1h the 1owns 
of Woodbine and Mondamin, 
were s1rongholds of !he early 
Reorganization. The church's 
first reunions were held at 
Woodbine. 

While living there, Tillie fell 
in love with a young man named 
Edward Hight, one of the "Mor­
mons." Their marriage was a 
scandal in the eyes of the Evan­
gelicals and a tragedy for 
Gustav and Matilda. They had 
been called 10 fight the Mormon 
blight, and then their daughter 
married one of them! 

The marriage di stressed the 
Koehns to the point that they 
actually disowned my grand­
mother, and for a period of six 
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Gustav Koehn 

years she was not allowed into 
their home. Then Matilda fell 
and broke her hip. Her health 
failed. She and Gustav needed 
help. 

Tillie and Edward came and 
ministered to their needs. in 
spite of the fact that they were 
not welcome in the home. Not 
only did 1hcy minister, but, as 
has been related 10 me by my 
father, the saints in southwest 
Iowa also came, those from 
Woodbine, Magnolia, and Mon­
damin. 

They brought necessary sup­
plies into the home, helped 
prepare food, and cut firewood. 
As a result. the heart of Gustav 
Koehn, the German Evangelical 
m inistcr. was softened. He 
decided "Mormons" weren't so 
bad after all-excep1 for their 
accursed Book of Mormon. 

Time went by and Matilda 

passed away. Gustav, who was 
gee ting old by then. said al­
though he had a good reeling 
l<)wards the saints because or 
what they had done, he Slill 
could not accept The Book of 
Mormon. 

One night, th()ugh, Gus1av 
had a dream. In the dream. he 
saw an angel. The angel showed 
him 1he golden plates of The 
Book of Mormon and turned the 
places leaf by leaf. He told Gus­
tav, "This book is true."

Just that simple! (An angel or 
few words.) Guscav was con­
vinced and at age 71 was 
baptized into the church. 

Immediately the Evangelical 
hierarchy came 10 him and 
demanded. "Gustav, you have 
taken leave of your senses. You 
must go before your church and 
tell chem that you made a mis­
take!" 

He took the opponuni1y to 
appear before his former pa­
rishioners where he declared. "I 
have preached the gospel for 47 
years as I knew it, but I have 
found a grealer lighL, and I can­
not deny it." As a result, a few 
in !he congrega1ion, whose 
hearts were softened because of 
the ministry they had received 
from Gustav through the years, 
also came i 1110 !he church. 

The Evangelical Church cut 
off Gus1av·s pension even 
though he had been a minister 
for them all his adult life. This 
didn't bother him, however. be• 
cause he feli that The Book of 
Mormon and the testimony he 
had were precious and beauti­
ful. He was ordained a priest 
and ministered until his death at 
92. 

Gustav Koehn gave up the 
monetary security he had earned 
for his old age because he 
"found a greater light" and 
could nol deny ii. He knew 
firsthand an eternal Iruth: "We 
ought to obey God rather than 
men" (Acts 5:29). 



Notes and News front the 

FRAA Research Library 

Sherrie Kline Smith 

During the week of April 6. 
many people stopped in to sec and 
use FRAA ·s new information 
center/library. As more of our 
members become aware of the cen­
ter and whal it can do for I.hem, 
we receive more requests for infor­
malion. 

Several other exciting events 
have happened since the library 
began formal operations the begin­
ning of this year. A recem survey 
of 265 randomly selected members 
of Hclaman 's Two Thousand 
provided helpful comments and 
suggestions for the development 
of the information center. As a 
result, the infom1ation center/ 
library will now be open on 
Saturdays from 11 A.M. LO 3 P.M. 
as well as Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays(l0 A.M. to 4 P.M.). 

Funds, about $3,000. were 
received and used LO purchase the 
computer and software for the in­
formation center. The next few 
months will see the implemcnia­
tion of the new program-creating 
a catalog of books. manuscripts 
and nonprint matcrials-inw an 
easily searched database. This will 
help immensely in finding re­
quested information. 

Recent Donations 
Garth McKeage responded to a 

request on the Wish List in the 
last issue and provided the funds 
to purchase the lmernarional En­
cyclopedia of Li11g11isrics. This 
brand new publication should help 
in the study of linguistics, an 
anihropological area now ex­
periencing great breakthroughs. 

Louise Gregson donated 
volumes IV and V of Times and
Seasons, published in 1844 at 
Nauvoo by John Taylor, and a 
1949 edition of The Book of Mor­
mon. 

Sco11ie Wilcox, of Maine, who 

contributes books regularly to the 
library, again in April gave FRAA 
several, including. among others, 
Yo1111g Peopte·s Hisrory of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lauer 
Day Sai11ts, Vol. 2, 1918. and 
Roots of rhe Reorganized Latter 
Day Sain rs in So111/rem Iowa by 
Pearl Wilcox. 

We still would like 10 have all 
issues from 199 I of Na111ra/ His­
tory. One of our readers brought 
in the March and April issues. If 
any or you subscribe to this 
magazine and would like 10 donclle 
Ihe remaining copies. please call 
(816) 461-FRAA.

Recent Article Worth 
Reading 

"Paper Route" in Nmural His­
rory, 6/91. provides a good 
example of the break beginning Lo 
occur among archaeologists in the 
Bering Strait theory. More and 
more reputable and well-respected 
archaeologists. such as Michael 
Coe, arc venturing lo admit con­
tact occurred between the Old and 
New Worlds other than across the 
Bering Strait. (Sec April. 1992, 
MIGHTY SUMMONS. "Archaeol­
ogy News.") 

Latest Additions to the 
Collections: 

(no1 a complele list) 

l11ter11a1io11al Encyclopedia of 
Linguistics, 4 volumes. Oxford 
University Press, 1992. 

New Theories on the Ancient 
Maya, Elin C. Danicn and Robert 
J. Sharer. editors. The University
Museum, University of Pennsyl­
vania. 1992.

Yaxchilan: The Design ofa Maya 
Ceremonial City, Carolyn E. 
Tate. University of Texas Press, 
1992. 

Anciell/ Maya Civilization, 
Nomian Hammond, updated. 
1990. 

Traditional P11per111aki11g and 
Paper Cult Figures of Mexico, 
Alan R. SandsLrom and Pamela 
Effrcin, I 986. 

A 11cient Chalcatzingo, 
David C. Grove. editor, I 987. 

Illustrated Dictionary a111t 
Concordance of the Bible, 
Reader's Diges1 Association. 
1986. 

Needed: Researchers 

Discoveries and events in the 
fields of archaeology and linguis­
tics are happening so quickly it is 
difficult to keep up. We need 
people 10 do specific research in 
selected subjects. 

We also would like someone to 
research and prepare resources to 
help artists and writers portray 
Book of Mormon people as his­
torically accurately as possible. 
This would include areas such as 
clothing. hairstyles, architecture. 
CLC. 

If you would like 10 help. please 
contact FRAA, 210 W. White Oak, 
Independence. Missouri 64050, or 
call (8 16) 461-FRAA (3722). 

Wish List 

• Acid-free File Cases for
Periodicals. including the
Saims Heralds $25.0 

• lnsertablc Light Viewer for
Slides in Binders $ 80

• Photograph Preservation
Supplies $300

• Publications (Books, etc.)
SIOOO 

Call FRAA lnfomJalion 
Center/Library if you can 
help wilh any of these 
projects. Thnnks! (816) 461-
FRAA (3722) 
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For the people who worship i11 Con­
gregation Anshei Israel at T11cso11, 
Arizo11a. the design 1111d coltJr of the 
swi11ed glass wi11dow-the Ten Com­
mandments wri11en in Hebrew .rcript 
a111I set withi11 the yellow Star of 
David-symbolize their Hebraic, or 
Jewish. roots.

The six-pointed star. or hexagram. 
originated i11 a,uiqui1y. Many ancient 
civilizations besides the Israelites­
Mesopotamia, Great Britain, a11d illdia. 
for example-used it. The star 011ly be­
came 1111 official symbol of the Jews in 
the 17th ce11t11ry i11 Prague. 

Later, in the 19th ce11t11ry, Jews 
universally adopted the em/J/em in im­
itatio11 of the cross of Christia11ity. 
D11ri11g the Nazi occupatio11 of Europe, 
Jews were forced to wear the yellow 
star badge, thus i11vesti11g the image 
with a symbolism of martyrdom and 
heroism. 

E.rnmples of the Star of David ap­
pear throughout Mesoamerica (see pp. 
4 & 5). These may indicate the pres­
ence of Israelites, but since several 
ancient civilizations also usetl the Star 
of David, one should use ca111io11 in 
citi11g it as "evidence" for people with 
an ancient Hebraic backgro11t1d. 

The language of The Book of Mor­
mon, however. provides a srrong 
witness that the people of the record 
were Hebrews. Joh11 Tvedtnes addres­
ses this in his article "Hebrew 
Language Structure in T/Je Book of 
Mormon" (p. 7). 
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