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Messag€ from the President
ln r.omplcx world rhdr is rapidly changing. re ofren rrc

rna/  d  ar  Inc cu ' !na edc o l  re !hnology "nrouing be lorc
us Yd be l i cver ! ,nThc  Book o fMoinon a lso  ne€d ro  bc  on
lhe cunin8 edge of infonation and unloldinS evenrs that
draDatically affectodi undcKtanding and wnness ofThe

7r. Wtndsr is oursourcc olup-to-dale inlorDation con
cer.ing archaeological discovcrics rhich add to ou!undei
sranding ofThe Book ol Molmon. Anicles rcsDLtjng frod
intemxl reser(h cxpand our knovledee of ik traditions, cui
1ons, and spnitual insight.

In 1993, reade^ ofrh. rYtrer
regions ol Mcxico, Guarenala, and Belizc to travel on
rocodilc-infc$cd rivere, wdlk donS dirkjunglc prths, and
dncoverancieni pymmids in lost cities hDndrcds ofyea^
old. YoD will rcad how aEhaeotogical discovcrics are bring
ing Thc Book or Modon alive

You will rakc part in Book ofMoinon confelences a.d
visitcongregations rhroughort tbc united states vhete
drama. testino.ies, and Book ofMomon ftsearcb i€
broughr to expectant sa,nts.

You will lcad and be buched by yoDng people voiki.g
wnh The Book of Mormon who arc committinS theirlives to
Jesus Chrisr and borring theirrestimonies 4lhey becon0
leade6 for rod.y and tomorow.

In 1992. Ira vtrdrr truveled to nore rhan 13,000 homes
blinging knowledge and inspkarion. This yea!. rake rhe time
ro res.dc yourplacc on thh exoitingjoumey, and rencw or
bcgin your subscription today. simply fiu oul1he altached
envelope. and assuie rhat in 1993 ?r? wtrdsr will be in
Your'om' Michael Gatoe
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ro.k" rik" , b*y
ycar for.hc Foundationl Mosr or
rhe {aflspenLrho liis wcck of
January on to!r in Belize and lhe
Yucaran, rcruming in time ro
prelrre for The Book or Mor
mon Day rt rhe Blue Spnngs Re$
rorarion Bmncb. More or ucsc
confcrcnccs havc bccn scheduled
for lhc ncxl fcv monlhs. See the
calendar on this page for

on January 30, m rn dry
$ra.cgic planning meering 'as
held. Underthe tu.ilitation of
v in  Horn  (un ive6 i l y  o fMis .
souriKansas Cny), rhc saff
rook a closc Look alrhc Foun-
dario. s reason tar €risrine,
cxinincd whcre it sas headed,
and csablkbcd priorilics with
shon and lon8-tcm goals. The
fuiurc Looks cxciting fo! FRAA
as itrnoves io erpand ns ac-

Thc sunmcr jn.crn proSraD ,.
sriluted in 1992 w'rl aeain be a
najoi proerlm for thc Founda.
rion. Eighr srudcnts sorkcd la$
suDmor on ncaningful Book of
Mormon projects while earning
nceded lunds lor school lnd
collcge. Thdse young l€xde{ con-
rinue io panicipaic Lhroughout
rhc ycar in Book ofMomon con
ferences !rcund rhc cou.ty.
wilh sufficicnlfunding. il h
hoped to exprnd the nunber ro
12. Wby.or considcr sponsoring
a young lcadcd Amounts sug
gesred de  $100,  t325,  $650.  and
Si265 foi a full rcbola6hip.

New Slid€ Se.i6

Tbc FRAA sraff is woiking ro
pur togerher a ncw set ol slides
ro bo used in conjunclion wnh
the  co  Ye a .d  Teacn 'ser ics .  l r
G aincd arnonnenbers and ex
plains rhd Tbe Book of
MorDon h. Orderyour ser todryl

it-t

i  . i . . tr r '  l  - i

Fron time to rimc, profc$
siond peopld do.rte rheir
rimc ind talents lo help the
Founddion. Wc woDld likc ro
rhank Aaron PrcsLcr ofPrcsler
Designs Pho vorked with rhc
sraff 10 create a new logo and
appcarance ror oui lettethe

Nes Childd's B@k

Tbe Foundario. is plcascd ro
Dnounco rhc complction of ?re
ardrr Prdkr. wrifien by t. rd
ward slruter and illustrared by
J. Robcn Farlcy, rhc book
comcs with an ludiocassete or
the srory which children can lis-
rcn ro as they follov along in
lhc book. Call 316 461 FRAA
(3722) to ordc! copies foryour
children. smndchiLd€n and/or

AaroD s desiSn-thc FRAA
acronyn engiaved on platcs
and iis incorporalioo inro r
boder ieninhccnr of Mcxica!
and Chinese paucrns-gives
IRAA a new look, one which
is ncaningful in relation ro its

Calendar 1993

wrldoResrorrtion arrnch

Yunlh SDend r D.y with Tho Book ofMornon
Jojntly sDonso.ed by FRAA and Restor!tion
Crhping,Inc, (RCI); held.t th€ C.n1€r ?lrce

Sp.nd r Dry silh The Book ofMormon
Oak Grove Resto.ation Branch

Spend r Morning pilh The Book ofMornon
Chilhoree Res!oration armch

D€troi1, Michig$ ar€a

Annurl FRAA M€sornerican Arch.€ology Tou.
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The La Mojana Stela
'?Lan rt De tne LoflantulTrf )ton(

And ilc.ne to p.ss in rhe
days of Mdith, there *rs.
large slone b.oughi unto
hin, rilh .ngravings on i1;
rnd he did interp.et rhe
engrrdngs, by th€ gifi and

-Onni l:35

Since i6 discovcry in Noved
ber 1986. lne La Mojim srcla
has b.en consideied by archac-
obgisa to be onc orrbc mo$
inpotunt monunents in Meso
ocdca. Tncy believe its
signific!.cc lies in its polentialro
shed ligbt on lhe dcvelopment
and spreld oI Mesoamerica. wrii'
ing and calendricd Pracriccs. To

though, thc stela could be r
rsonishing find if it provds ro be
the Coria.tlnr Stonc rccordcd by
Analeki in The Book ol Mormon

Dredged fDm ttte Acula Rtver,
just nodh of rhc rsthnus or
TehuantdDec, i. Verac0z,
Mexico, rxe srela'bca6 rhc full.
fisure poniait ofa richly.attilcd
pe^a.aae ind an unusually long
bioroglyphic icxl (Winlicld
1938:l). Most oiher long inscrip.
tions comc frcm thc Mayra!ea.

The *rning syscm cngmvcd
on lxe four lonbasaLtgonc$not
new. rhe Tuxrla ssruc@, ajade
figurinc with inscliplions found
in 1902 in rbc San AndrcsTuxtla
Disirict or veracruz, Mcxico
no. rar rlom the La Mojadr
site ir e.Eravcd wirh thc same
scnpL The discovcry ol rhc La
Mojarasrelr, wirh irs lengrhy in'
scription, has gredlY added to Lhe

hicrogLyphic signs, piovidinE an
u.piecedented datrbase for

Scvcral panicipants coveied a
variety oft0pics rbatrr rhc sera
during the La Mojrm scssion ar

Amcrican Anthropological As
sociarion (AAA) in San Francisco
in Decenber 1992 one ofrhc
schedulcd discussdts, Richrid
Diehl ftom rhc Univesity of
Alabrma, did no. ancnd bccause
hc had bccn given approvalto
beein digging at rhe sire wbc.c
the La Mojaria Stela hd been
fouod and $as on hh way ro set

This was excitingncwsl The
dncovory of rhk magnificent
ech outidc a major'ru,n oran.
cicnt city har been puzzljnS. h
Olncc t lritory. the La Mojam
sile sits cLosc to onc of the major
Olnec nins, Tres Zapores. Thc
dates on rhd stela (see drawin8 on
pages sir Dd seven, colurns A
and M. rhc bonom portion) cotrc
lale to A D l4l and 156 roo

tensive cxploration of the La
Molaiii site shou,d provide morc
infomarion on rhc culiu!d con
rexr of rhe srela, *hich in rurn
day produce a diffcrcnt correla'

Decipheneni
Cenain condirions, such as es

tablhhing rhe rdles of rhc script,
nu$ bc mcr bcfore deophement
can occur, bur rhc final, nosr in
ponMt inErcdionr is dkccming
the lrnguaAc (Popc 1975:13?).
once thel.nSurSc h known. nor
only deciPhcnncn! bu. intrPrcrl

what k rhe languago of thc Li

John Juncson fnm SUNY-AI'
bany an'l Tedy Kiuffman ol
PitBburgh UnivctritY, rwo ven
rcspcct.d linguistic scholan who
havo bccn working on deciphcr
ing rhe srela lorscvcral yea^,
gavc a mosl exciri.S Prescntabon
ar.hc annual neetine. Thcy
believe rhe script rcpesents the
Proto zoqucan languase. using
rbairs abask, they feel conlidcnt
that they hrvc ostablhhed the
Srammatical contexr lor more
rhan hdf of rhc text and an
anallsis of rho o.hcr halr, wbich
is lcss secure.T*entY of rhc
sic.s havc fim Gadings. Thcir
findings arc to be published in
Scicnce, eilnei late February or

Diflcrences or opinion cxisr
Nbour shorc ro bcgin readrng.
Thc pidograpbic elemonts of the
podon, dircctly ovci the ugurc.
lacc rhc cenrer. rhebnger rcxt
ako raccs rhe cenrer. crearing a
riiror image (widlield 1933 12.
16). Thh reve^al ofPicto8raphic
elenen6 of a rcxr to rom a nir
.or imrse is bor uncommon in
Maya add EgyptiM inscriptions
(schele and Miller 1936 325:
DNv ies  193?: l2 . l l r  A ld red
r934: r  r3 ;  Rochr iS  1990:22  24) .

Jnsteson dnd Kaullman have
chosen to rcad.hc shoner Ponlon
ovcr rhc figurc s head ft$,
columns A io L. rctuning to the
cenrer and rerding thc lo.gcrpor
rion,columns M to U, borh iio'n
roD to botom Sylvia Meluzin
ftom thc Unive6iry ol calitamia-
Fullc4on, another padicipint !t
rhc conrerence who is a wcx'
know. scholar on ihe Tu{la
staiuetre scdpr, reads thc longer
rcxr fimr (colu,nns M ro U,.hcn
A ro L). {Sec Figure I, pa8es six

Juscson and Kullnan claim
lhcy can sumBarizc theon.nc ur
rarive ofrhe nela Thc peGonase
onlhc srcta is a olc/wdrrior.
Bcginning tlrh rhe rcxt ovcr thc



Rgure then deciphcncn. fol
lows. Thc narativc bcgins on
$o dalg of a roral solareclipse
{id the beginning ofa batllc.
This inirirl Milancd a couple or
days md thc warcapbin. who is
thc protagonht or the tei. is said
to have rought sdmeone *hosc
idcnrity is not yet known. There
probably was anorher battle rhir
lccn yea^ lalerwhich h lollowcd
in afevmon0s by rxe beheading

Tho poitio. ro thc right ofthe
rigure Gns abou.a scdcs of
rituah, a scauerine ol iirDal sub.

Nuthoiilt synbols. Thinccn days
later, the rarcapran bcconcs

For Book ol Momon be-
lieveG thh proposcd rcading of
rho sbla. along withofier ra.
toN, is dost thougtrt piovoking.
Knowing the po&ndal pirfalls, I
hesiure ro call lrtention to the
corcldio. bolwccn lhh monu
ment Nnd ibe large none rnh
cngravings b@ught ro Mosiah
which ielaled rhe srory ofcorian'
lunr and a shon hislory of the
Jarcdiro nition (Omni l:35 39). I
do so, ho*ever, ro nimularc
othe^ to in deprb research.nd
prayer conceming this stela.

Informarion on rhc nonc
Mosiahranslated includes an ac
countofonc coriantumr. and the

Ro.ds concarnitrS his
fathers. And, hk tirst
Darcnrs crn€ our fron lhe
loy€r, rl lhe tihe the Lord
c!nfouhd€d the hngurg€
of  lhe  peop l€ . . .  and lhe i r
boDes lay scaller€d in lhe

Ohni l:rJ6-39

For lhe futl story, it is necc$
sary lo rum 10 Ether. ttere.
Moroni abridges Ethefs record
olrhc tarcdiic ndion and tclls in
chaprcr six abourrbclinal days of

Coria.rtrmr and rhe events sur
roDnding rhe naion\ downfall

Corr€lationi between the
La Moiata stela md
rhe Coriantumr Stone

l. Thc pcnonagc on the La
Mojrm (LM) stela is rrulei/wa.
rior. coianlunr wrs xi.8 a.d
many mighry men" rcs. up to
desrroy hin (Erhcr 6:16). He
"studied hinsslfin all rhcans or
va!. and dl rhe cmning ofihc
{odd. wh.retore hd gave batrle
unro drcm who souSht to desroy
him" (Eoer 6:17). Coriantumr

2. Thinccn yca6 scparale the
lwo nrjorddes on rhc LM stcla.

In the ye|r Ether ras ca( our
and dwelt inrhc cavity ofa
rock. r Srear w.rbcgan among
rhc pcoplc (Ether6:1.4 16) The
rime frame frofr |ne beginningor
rhk war ro whcn rhe nling
ranilicswerc dll tilled and tne
Jaredire civilizdion cndcd cquak

3. Perhaps one or rhe most
sta ing sinilariries berw.en

preliminary taNlttion, rhough,
is fie phiase ar rbe cnd ofrhs rexr
abovo thc figuret hcad.It Eads
o. rranslates ar, I cur offhk
hcad, and it (orhe) depaned for
rhe undersond (or dicd).

Coriantunr "snote off tbe
head ot Shiz... rnd xfler rbar he
hM fuu331ed ior bredh. he dicd'

4. Another translalion ol r
glyph on 0r LM Slellis Steaks
orshouls. In The Book ofMor
non, when Amdckirolls abolt
rhe slonc, he wlitcs thar"h
ryk. (omni l:33). when
Moronitens about $e 24 gold
plates, hc uses rhk languagc
also. And as I supposc rbdthe
fir$ pan offik record, which

5. Martha Maci, a prctcsor
ar rhc Unive{ny ofCalifomia
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Davis who reachcs Nrtivc
Americln Srudios and World
Writings Systcms also par
ricipared in LM session ol oe
confeience. She belieles scverd
Sltphs on rhc LM s.crarcprcscnt
a parenrage stdement. The
Coiimtunu Sro.e speaks abour
his finr parent (Om.i l:13-39).

6. A tandation of one of the
more rreque.t LM signs 'r an
opening phrase, like Behold or
''Andnow alne.ary parem frc-
quenny lbund in The Bookol

7 KaDffman and Jus.cson s.y
thc i.scriptions rell rhar bloodle!
.ing occu6. Thcy tansLa.e one of
.hcsigns as tcattcring or'tca!
tered, rhich ro Maylnis$ refes
to blood. Could itbc bones arc
'tcatcrcd'? In Amalckit ac'
counr abour lne lalgc engraved
$o.c. hc rcLatcs drt rhc scvc y
of the Lord lell np.n thcrn
lJffediresl . .. rnd deirbones

vard" (omni lil9), How did he
know bones lat scattered on Iand
noahraid unks n was ielaled
on thc $onc? Ethcls rccord had
no. yct becr dhcovcrcd by.hc

Orcould thc sc edn8 refer ro
pcoplc i. thc timo ofthc grcat
rower when rhe Lod confounded
rho language? When he \wearj.
bk wrarb rhai rxey sbould be rd,!
,.red upon .rl 0ie l;rce or thc
eanhi rnd d.cording ro rhe *o

rharis a$ociarcd wirh watcr and
a hill The lastJaredite batilc
took plrce jn a land ofnany

9. The La Mojaiia sne sirs
close ro the aFr or clro Rabon
rhich mant Booh or Momon
scholas believe to be Hill

10. A nrajorpbblen in co.
relari.S tbk s@la sirh the
Corimruf i Srone, bowcvcr,
ccntctr on the accepted reading
of$e srela\ datcs, wnich arc
A.D. 1,13 and 156 These do not
agrcc with rhc end ofeifi.i die
Jarednc narion or Olmec civiliza

The dale on the Turna
sraiucnc-A.D. 162, ody sir
yea6lats tran the slela lol-
lows thesane tom as thatonrhe
La Moja& stela. Jacqu* sou$
rellc, auto! ofTha Olde.r,
su$ess rhat rhc darc on thc
$rtuene should not bo judgcd by
rhe Maya syvem (19341165.163).
fic poims our rhar rbo calc.dff
Long Counl glyphs on rhe suru
eLte lack lne acconpanyi.S
pcliod gtyphs, i.e. baklln. katun,
dc., found in mostMaya inscrip
tio's. Tbe La Mojaiia s&la also
lacks theso components. (Scc Fig-

Perbaps nore inponanr,
thorgb, he asks, Should wc
nece$rijry Sranr fiat thc zcro
dxre ol the Lo.g comr is
everywhere tbe srne, rnd idonti
ca1 1o |nltofihe cla$ic Miya
chonologyl (1984:166). The
Muslin calenda!. which h$ the
sameno.ation $yle as ouN, h6 a
dillelenr naning dat€-622 yean
lrte.rhan ou6. so ir is not our ol
the quesrion to have aditferent
zero date lor differe.r Staups of

sounelle believ* tho Long
counLo. ihe eatucric (i.d thus n
would aflecL rhe srehioo) {ould
be a@und 400 ycaN carlicr. This
places bothrhc sraruette and slela

@
q7@\
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Divins for
Undefiarater
Ruins

While in san Flancisco at
rh. AAA meeling, I herrd itom
i friend thrt Dt. Donald For
sythe ofAYU (a folmerspeaker
ai rhc 1933 Book ofMormon
D.y in tb. Audilorium), was in
Guatemal! vith an underwatet
archaeological tcam. U'der the
dirccrion oi Ricnard Hansen oi
ucLA. rhe ream vas erplori.g
the deprhs otLak€ P.ren lrza jn
the Peten ofcudcnala. This
wrs €xciting news forne as I
wN headed tor Cuatemtk fie

On arnval in GudeDala,I
conrcted rhc rcam by tclePbone
and tras invited 10 cone uP and
visir then in their €xploration
olthc lake botton. Whcn I ar
riled. and after rranging gear
and naking sure dl cquipnent
ras in order, we wcnt rion rhc
locil hotel in santaEre.i via
fie causewat to ihe islmd of
Flores. As wcll N invcstiga$ng
the lake floor, this cxploiatory
group was digging test pirs on
ihe island.In one tcsl pjr,I saw
rhe skelero' oI a cbild.In

anorh.r pn rhcy lound a $one
sill sone ten ortwolvc leet
undei the loVcl of the present

Af|ei looki.C d the progie$
beina mlde in the pils, we wenr
b rhc boat Carat Rrr, .amcd
atter rhe lasr Mayi king.

Undeiwder diving is a coD
plicded bDsiness and for rh.
archacologisl even moie so. Thc
rcam *as equipped -ittt unde.
waler lights and underwlrer
video capabilitt. The day I w$
fiere, the rean was making a
lre.ch in rhc silt on thc bofion

Previous to my visn, rhcy bad
lound mounds on rhc bonom ot
rhc lake which they believe

*erc Da.-made. Thcy aho
iecovcrcd thousands of pi.ces
of potery dati.g from thd
Preclassic (about lhe tinc oI
chris0 !p lo the plesenl

Thk dig is sho rcrm, lasting
only sir w€eks. Now tbd nbis
been esablished that man-nadc
renains arc underwaier in the
1akc, funher ihvc$igations nded
to be done invc*igarions rhar
need noncy and the righr
peoplc wnh special skilh.

other lakes rD. cast fron
Lakc Pden Itza in an casvtrest
line rbit aho need exptori.g.
Two olrhese lakes dmost sur
round the small mounlains,/rrills
which arc crowned by tbc rDins
o fYaxha abo l t  30  mi lcs  eas to l

of rhe oa.y queejo.s thal
rcmain unansweied, perhaps the
mosr obviors is why ire these
ruins undcrwaler? Obe reason
p.oposcd is that the level ol rhc
warcr in the lake was Lowerin
pist ccntutes. Anotber answer.
more in keeping sirh Book of
Momon hhtory, is rbar this
land su.k dudng the deslruction
at ttre crucifixion of Christ.
ohly fDrthcr cxploration will
give us clucs to the rigbt

the La Mojana St€la

noie fimly in Olmec chronol'
ogy ind nalches nole ciosely
thc archaeologlcrl recod, il-
though litde excavrtion has
beeh done yet dfte LaMojliia
site. Soustelle s idea. which has

pcdect match witb our u.der
sbnding olthe collapse ot lne
Jalcdire narion-25? a.C. and

Tbe prellnlnart interpr.ra-
lion of ttte stela aPpea^ 10
provid€ many paiall.ls sith rhc
Corianrumr Siohe, The, na, be
coincidcnccs, and some najor is
su.s still necd resolving. but the

progless nade !o date to*ard
dcciphcring the La Mojara
Srcli I givcs much food foi
lhought. we eagenY aw
repons liom thc tc.n which is
bcEi.nins excavation d the
sne, hoping n will providc a
norc firm cultDral context
(dding) forrhc stcla. The La
Mojana Stela I could indeed
Drovc to be a most significanl
find fo! Book oI Mormon

s& 7r.0j, 'd bdd,rsoB
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God's  Promise
Fu l t i l l ed
Illustratcd by Rick Fadey

A nightr rrtd htd t,ssad
eiEht bdr|.s upon th. vores of
the |r.otseo. Fot 314 dors the
tdtedn.s, a Eroq oJCod s
chasen p.ople, had endured
hdtdshipt duti'tg o rourcE.ou!
blaE.to d t.\| hone. Had il
rot beerfar then canplete tui
iI thE Lotd, the JaredneJonilies
\|auld have perkhed in rhe
depths dthe s?o. Thet ho.I *eod'
fa$l, ob.ra.l th. comndhdncnB
aJth. Lord. Ee hod heard then
ptay's. The Pranked La
wotlrl saotb. than! ta ihheril

Everyone inside rhe Brorhei or
Jaied s bargc {as xard ar work
Paglg a*lksned crrLy to do his
daily choics ofclerninS nalh
md lecd i .g .hc  l i vcaock .  As  he
tilled the manser rith tender.
swoer h!y for rlrc slrccp and
goats. Pagag round r priroi new
boh rwin lanbs undcinca.h thc
manger. Rebecca, his younser
sister, scatrcrcd Erain lor rhc
ducks and gccse while rwo doves
pcrchcd on hcr shouldcN. Their
norhor was busy prcprring break
fad for bcrhungry family. The
Bro ther  o r . taEd had jus l .heck
cd thc  n&r io ror rhc  barsc  ro r
lc.ks auierly hc sar down and

rhc i rvoyage to  rhe  Prom*ed

"Cone, ny childien. h is
timc to caL, Morhcrcalled our

Respondlng ro his molher's
comnand, Prgag dashed up to
rhc loii stepslcading io tbe Lfri
ly liv'ng quands Everyo.c was
garrEdng lor brcakfae. Al-
though Pagag was hu.gry, hc
wrs vcry anxioDs io blk to his

thc Promiscd Land? Plsrs
boldly lsked as he sardown bc.
side his sircr wirhin rhc family

''we ntrsr be patiem, Dy son '

the Bother of Jared replied wirh
r renrklc in his cycs. Ld us
pray. Then ve will talk rbout rh.

''Almighty Cod, thank you lor
hcaring our prayers and keeP'ng
us salc duling rhk longjoumcy
Crant us strength rhis dry rnd
mry your blcssings bc lpon o!r
humblc mcal Be rith tbe
familics in thc orhcr scvcn
barBes. May we all soon aiiivo
salcly upon thc shorcs ofthc
Promiscd Land. ln rhe nrne oI

''Lincn ro rns fiEhty {ind
blowing rgrins rhe giear sca,
the Brorherol Jaisd said ro hk
f!mi1y. Evcryonc pauscd for a

voyage, lhc  Lor t t  commmdod th !
wind to pusrr ouf barges roward

the Pronised Land. For 344
drys ,  i thas  nevercersed. "

' 'Yer ,  Farher . I  hcar  the  w ind ,
PaC.g rcDlic'l, butFarher, when

''Our destiny is in thc hands of
Cod rbc  Bro thcro fJared
prcctaimcd. When the vind
nops. wc will be able to scc rhc

As rhe Brorher otJared spokc,
the Spirit ofGod rouchcd rhc
hcdfls olcvcryonc prcscnt.
Thcy kncw tbeirlives weic in

Pagag glmced !t his morhcr.
wift a rihgcr 10 hcrlips. shc
silenrlt sorioncd ro him not ro
ask any morc qucstions. Heed
ing hcr fivice, Pagrg quiellt dc
h is  b reak fu$ .  Hs .ou ld  hard ly
{air ro srcp our of his barse ontd
solid srou.d and run and play
wnh h is  doe Kush H is  mind
* rs  l i l l cd  w i rh  rhought  and
qucsti.ns about thc ProNkcd

whar  wou ld  i r  look  l i kc?
Would ir be a wildcrness?
would ir bc bcrurildl. Srassy val
lcys bcrwccD hugc nountrinsl

hrbncd wirh wild, dangerous
in ina ls?  wou ld  Ar ron  a .d
Sarah, his cousns, .rivc at thc
s in re  r imc in  Unc le  lmedt
bargc? Could rhey bc losr?
would rhey lrnd in a far dis.anr
placc? would thcy rrivc rr rllr
Pagas could only hrv. r.ith rhd
thcy. roo. sould arivc at thc

snil cqridr 6 De h/ nc Fsdnbi b RE4h[ q
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As rhc family rdt in a circrc
caring their nor.ing meal, ibc
rro stones thar had bcen louchsd
by the hand or fteLord bogan to
shine brichrcr a.d brighter.
Th.irlight wrs so ihrensc that it
illuminrted cvcry cornei within
rhc barge. somdhing *onderlul

"Fatherl Pagag yencd outex
c i red ly ,  I  don\  hear lhe  w ind l "

Ev*yo.c sat listeninS. Evc!

''Yes, thc wind has sropped,

without sayinS a word, the
Brothe. oflarcd stood up and
walked ro iho bugc door ot ihe
bargc. carefully, h€ looscncd the
sed and wnh hh strons rms,

As the door opened. rresb air
fushed i.sidc. Streams otPUre
sunlighr lilled rhe bargc.

The Biothcr of.tared $epPdd
our on the deck of the bargc
sis eyes locused on thc long
avaited scene a bcautiful,
sandy shorelinc sudded with
tees. Hundrcds ofsea gulh
circled overherd, singing praiscs

' ' I1h  l rnd l "  thc  Brorhc .  o f
Jdcd cricd our. It is the Lmd

Pagag, Mothcr. and Rebecca
could wait no longer. TIrcy
!ushed to Farher's side on lbc

As a genrle breeze blcw
through hk drrk. wavy hiir.
Pagag cast his eyes on the shores
ol.he Promkcd Land. For a rew
momena, he nood spccchlcss.
At times whcn his raith had
begun to wrivdr, Pagrg Nould
rook a1 rhe liShclilled noncs
brighlly sendi.g rays ol lignt
lbroughoui rhc birgc Thcy rc-
minded hiD oflhc aulhor of
their voyage. rhe Lord himself.
Pagag had drermed ofrhis firsr
s igb t  o f land.  How cou ld  hc  havc

"Oh Farhcr .  i .  i s  bcaut i lu l l "
Pagag !tered in *ronhhnenr.
''Thc ProNiscd Land h far
morc berDtilDl tbm I had ever

i,r,
t i



' 'Yes, my so.. TheLod has
plcparcd rhis land lor us ind our

bcardcd facc glowed wnh happi-
ncss. Thc Lord has been faith
ful to us. This k i.deed rhc La.d

''Farhei,lookl I see morh.r
barge! Pr8ag shouted as h.
lookod acrcss the b!y, There
arc Aaion rnd Scrah srandihg
wilh Uncle lared on the deck of
rxeir bargd. They nade nl They

uncle Jaredis barse was float
ing within the pcaccful wates of

the Promised Lmd. Bebind
rhen, six orher brrgcs scrc scd-
rcred ilong rhc horizon as lhct
finished rbe lonE voyaSc.

As rbc Jarcdires 'te1 their
reel upon the shores otthe
pronised Iand, th€y bowed
themselvcs b€fore the Lord,
2nd did shed t€ars ofjo,
b€ror€ lh€ Lord, b€c.use oI thr
hullitude of his lend€r n€rcies

rrAnd il crme to p.ss that
thcy {cnl forlh upon the faca
of lh€ land, and be3ln 10 lill
the earth." Elher 3:14-15

Answer Stsp Puzzle

In  ths  Book orEther  (3 : l  14) ,
Moroni cominucd rhe rccord oI
Jared and hh brorhcr ind thcir
tjp to rhc Prorired Lrnd Th.
bargcs had bccn builr. Thc
Brother ot JaEd had prcparcd
sixreen srones he had moullcncd
&on tuck. He 6ked cod ro touch
rhcm wirh his finger Then rhe
BrotherorJared pla.ed one srone
ar each cnd otrhc cightbargcs.

Tne Lord caused rr6i;n;-

Sive lighl unlo men, eoneh
and children, rhrr the!
nighr not cross rhe 8.erl

rhey Drepared all rnanncr
or triaq@rhsr rh.rrb'
they might subsisl upon th€
wrter, rnd also food for
the i r  f locks  Nnd herds .  . . .
And il c.ne lo prss Ihal
{hen thet had done aU

rbo!.r4it1heir ve$els or
l l lGr rAe\ )and s . r  ru rLh

th€nselv$ unro lhe Lord

And it clne 10 Dr$ that
lhe Lord Cod c{used lhrt
there should . Iu.ious {ind

blo{ upo. lhe face ot thc

pronked l .nd ;  and lhus
thry eere tussrd upon rhe
raves ot the sea before rlre

And il cane 1o nrss lhat
rhe L4I@did nivs

Lr r<rI!-PMt:994!a
enre  Iney  * . r t  upon Ln t
v r l e r s . - - . A n d t h e l d i d

Lord.. - . And thus they
s€re driven forth: and no
1 6 l @ o r r h € s a

{h ! l e  l h r l  cou ld  na . l hen i
rnd the! djd hNve lighl con-

rbove the s.le. or under

And Bheh they hld sel
lhcir lerr upon the shorcs
o f  l he  o ron i sed  l and . l hev
17166;;0th€nstve; do;n
upo;-fitface of rhe rand,
and did huhblc thensclvrs
befo .€ lhe  Lord . . .bec .use

tender nercios over rhen.
INumbc^ and cncircling ot

Turn thc pagc for thc puzzlc.
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Cl imb the Answer Steps
S e e  i l  v o u  c a n  c l i r n b  l h c  s e r e n  a n c w e r  \ t e p c  a l - l e r  y o u  h a ! e

r e a d  r h e  a ' b o v e  \ c r i p r u r e \  \ L l h e r  3 : l  l 4 r  b )  l i l l i n g  i n  l h e  m i s s -
i n g  I e l l e r c  a l  r h e  b e g i n n r n g  o f  e a c h  s l e p .  T I  y o u  n e e d  a
r e m i n d e r .  l o o k  a t  t h e  e n c i r c L e d  w o r d s .

Pagag rnd his family {aitd r lone lnne
for rhe ponise orrhe Lord ro bc rc.lizcd iD
regard ro rhen nev hone in thc Pomiscd
L.nd. How happy rhcy wcrc ro be on land
atter rheirlong sc. voyagc. Can you rlrink ol a
rimc whcn you prryed xnd vdcd in fairh fo!
an nrtonant promisc or plcdgo ro rro Iurirred!

Please scnd your rcaimo.y b Ir.Jlxlor
nr , . r r  Ed i to r .  210 Wcn Whi ro  Oak,
lndependcncc. Mksouri 64050

,  _ What the people did
to show their thanks lo the Lord.

, - A huge creature of the

the Lord wantedthese people
_ The place
to l ive.

I !  b lew lowiuds thc new land.

'3. _  _  _  -  T h e  f e o p l e  t r a v e l e d  i n  e i 8 h t  o f  t h e s e .

2. The f locks, herds, and peoplc needed this to
l ive.

_  _  _  _  _  _  These  gave  l i gh t  i n  da rkness
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Mexico Trip:
An Answei to
Prayer
Mik€ Moores,Woudbinq Iosr

Dulins my fi6t

orber vudent. Tbcy all kncw

tion and silcnr piayers otleied
bcforc caring. it was evidentthey
were Christans As we rrlked
togcrhcr,I lcamed onc of rhen
vd an archiEdu@ major rike

Thcy sharcd rbour their fellov-
ship group, invitinS Dc to conc
along. Although thcy wcrc nol
p|n oflhe Restoiarion, rome or
rhese studenrs becane veiy good
friends.I reel meeting thei w.s

rn rbe lrrl0f 1991, I vkircd
vith one of the leade( of rhe le1
lorship group abolt Dy rccenr
cill to thc pricshood. Tbat n|de
hiseax pe* up, and we sched
uled weekly meetings to discuss
my beliefs in thecbnrcb Estored
by Joseph Snfth, rr. He wrs con
ccrncd aboutne because he rex I
was bcing deccived. I nev.r
stopped delending rhatl had al.
ways bclicvcd in, butbccausc he
was berrcr veaed in |ne Biblo

mmsed to put doubt in ny
mind. This. &ough, was , bls$-

Irclused me b nudy norc
rhan everbefor, md I rcalized I
needed Lo hrve nY owD Pcmonar
rcdiBony to suppon hy bolicfin
rhe Rcsroetion.nd Tlre Book of
Mornron.I couldn r cominuc ro
rcLyonorhcrs to ligbr dy barlcs
conccrning D'y beliels. Ir wrs
necesdy to find our rormyseli
Bh) I beliovcd rh. way I do. Thh
man related ro me rlk usual

had orhe6 lhich I hadncvcr
herd oldrar I had a hard rine

In all rhis conlusion, a pcson
I carcd lorvery muchended our
ycarlong rclationsh'p ndnly bc-
causc ofny belief in Thc Book
ofMomon md Rcdorarion
doveme.r. Thh was rhc sccond
tine thar a relllionship olninc
hrd snded lorrhc same reason.l
began to ronder if Cod ras
giving me hints th the rtungs I
had always bclicvcd in were not

Tben I renreDrbcrcd rhc scnp-
rurc Moroni 10:4'5. And irye
shall ask trith I sincere head,
wirh rcal intent, having faitb in
Chrisr. he will manifes rhc tflth
of it Dnto you, by the poser of
rhc  Ha ly  Ghod. ' I f  I  haveever
Nked rhe Lord anything wirh a

did rhd cvcning.I wan.cd ro

plrone call ftom my Unclc Fnn'
cis Harper. Hc rold mc F6nk
Frye, a relarive orou*, *rr
takin8 dgroup otsudenB 0n t
triP ro Mexico b nudy Book of

rooD on tho bus, woDld I like to
go? Ycsl So we both decrded ro
be apan olthe group. Thh
rould bc a good oppo un(y lo
ger ny qucsrons answereo.

On the tour,I bad occasions to
vhit *ith knowledgeablB Book
of Momon schola6, climb the

pyramids. scc Dany ra.gible
evidenccs, and herr resi onies
conceming the truth oi the
Neph,te ncord.I also made sode

lnrp i re  o l  i l l  rhh , I  $ i l l
$anted ono spccial cxperience
thar wonld rakc all doub. !*ry,
onc which could never bc denied.
I bcEan to pray lorrbh on rhc
sccond ro tlrc lae cvcninS.

Hill Rfton, knosn as Hill
Cumorah sou0r. v$ on rhe
scbedule for tbc lasl full dxy I
was *ith tho gtouP. When we xr
ived.I ''tnessed one oI thc
mosr beautilul sitei I bad .ver
sccn. Althc base ot ttte hill. in
rhc pasture. we had a sedicc lcd
cntirelyby tlte Spnir Thc scF
vice becanc onc oI PmYers and
testimonies. Whcn I bcgan ro
pray,I felt the spnL as.ever
belore. With sy cycs closed, I
saw a liShtbrighterthan wncn
my cycs sere open. The *ordsto
piay vere lrccly givcn ro ne.

This experience gave nc my
personal Gn,monY atul assur.'l
me rh r tThc  Book o fMomon is
rrrrrl All my doubts vanished.

I havc lcarned thatonce y0u
try ro do sometbi.g for rhc Lord,
Saran is bound lo discourage or
even dec€ivc you. Ir Dy pricst'
hood caning,l srsrold rhat ir
woul'ln tb. easy, bDr Cod rould
always go *itb me ilI woDldjust
sinceEly asl. Tbis k cxacrly
what he ha$ done tor ne.I know
Cod bea^ allDoyetr. ind I
thank bin lor the sruDbling
blocks tharcause ne to gio*

we au need ro be Piepffed to
answer any qucsrions a non-
believ.rnay rsk, as wcll ashave
oDr own tesrinony.I ebcouragc
all who t[ve nor yeireccivcd
onc. ro pray forthatpe4onal te}
rinony fron God which bead
snhess of the trulh of The Book
olMolmon. May God bless You
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BREAKING THE MAYA CODE:
A Book Review

ShErie Kline Snitn
Ereoking the Mo)dCade MICHAEL D. COE.

1992.304 pp,, photogmphs, illusr.tions, nolcs, bibliographr, ind

@4,
o l

The publiclrion ofthis book
should hy 10 resr"fic nosldamn
i.s lqDostionl10 Book ofMomon
clainJ' (Hlinswor$ 1933:12).
Muy Eaders will ftbenbei the
anicle "Egyptian and Maya
Eieoglyphs: The Soe writing
Sysbb ' publisbed in 7/,. Wnr.sr
(sDmme.l99l, No. ?3). Tbis
prcsented p ri.c iple s curend y
acceplcd inlinguhric circles co!'
cemine tE Marr wiri.g 3y{en
as comparcd 10 Egyptian hiero
grtphr, It was co.cluded $at boln
wiiring sFtens wo&ed inremally

Michacl Coe confirms thk
hypolhesis in his nes book.
Moe imponr.dy he mainhins
fiit Maya writing workcd likc
fie wi ing syslens ot lhe old
Wodd. Thh is anilestone for
Book of Momon bclieves.

B6t of Momon Clains
Since 1830, The BooL ot Mor

mon iccounlhas bcen that tro
offie rhrec nigiating peoples in
th. rccord camefmn rbe la.d of
Jerusdem, bringi.s wnh lhen a
Lnowleds. ofEgtprian and Hc-
bre, (l Nephi 1r l, Moliah
l:l-6, and Momon 4:93.100).
And since 1830. a majorcriri
cism ofrhebook has becn that
lack ofevidence of these Old
World rriting syscnr in lne
Nev Wodd provcs thar rhe book

N€phi\ familiar words in rhe
fiNt veBc of The Book orMor
Don spe*s of their writi.g.

r h.kc. record in the hn-
gu4e ofmy felher, shi.h
onsists ofrhe lerrning of
the JerYs and lhe lrnguge

-1 Nephi l:l

Larer Moroni clarifies rhis by

We hrv€ wrillen thk r€cord
acco.ding lo our knowl€dg€
in th€ .nor.crrrr, Yhich r€
c.ll€d rnong us the re-
fo.med Egyplian. b€ing
h.ndcd do*n and allered
by u6,.ccording 10 our

-Mornon 4:94

Cra.a.irrs nems rhe script or
{ 1ing systcn. NOT thc lan'
guage. Anercans use an
alphabd syslen to wile
E.glhh, as do tbe French,
Spanish, and Geman. Egyptia.s
and Mryas uscd hicloglypns b
wriG lhen hnguages. The
Hebf*sh anotherscript.

ItcbEw, a.d orber Seditic lan
guages, and Egyplian had siDilar
corventions, though, rike not
writing vowek. Thns lgyptian
wnting couLd easily bc uied rith
semilic lansuages (Coe l992r3Ji
Ge lb  1952:147 i  F .A .R.M.S.
1992:2: Snnh l99ljl0i Naveh

ft is clcrr Book ofMomon
pcoples knew borh E8),ptjan and
Hebrcw.Ifrbey cabe to fie Ner
world, thc wriring sysrens and
literaturc hc!c sbould sbow
evidence ofsimilariti$ ro ihese

Coe's ClaiEs
Coo s book is cplcre with

.ohparirons of Maya biero
SlYPhs and scribal p.acrices ro
lhosc ofEgyptian, as wcll $
olher Old World scripts. Writi.g
br th.liy pcson, Coe eloqucn!
ly and passionalely lells lhc
history of rhc deciphemcnr of
Maya hicoglypbs, one of
sevcrNl {riting sy$ens found in

In the fint chapter, he gives a
technical ovediew of differenr
kinds ofwriting systems add r
quick rumnary ol the p.ocers of
dcciphormeni of old world
scripts. coe dcldk chanpol
iion\ eUots decoding Egyprian
bieroglyphs and chastises New
World decipheFrs by rclating
rbat chanponion\ work is

Th€ story torl... rn objecl
l8son ih ho* lo go about
things the right say, sh€n
taced with a $riling sls(en
of soh€ complexily, r le$
son lhal rotrld-be d..ipher-
ers oflh€ Mrya scriDl
ignor€d (to their delrime.l)

-1992:35

Coe rhen poses a pedin.nt
queslion. Hc isks, Why did
*ould-be Maya decjphercs pay
no attention b whathad bccn
done aLong thesclines in thc Old

After thh inkoducroiy chrp
r€r. he r.views the dittercnr
Maya languagcs. knowledge of
which is essemial for decipheF
ncnt {c also gives ashoit
synopsis of the lrchaeological
hisrory ofrhe Mrtr area sith at
enphask on rhc inscriprions.
Coe parallels Egypria. pracrices

As anong lhe pharaohs of

rul€.s !nd lhei. f.hili€s
Md ancestors ser€ cdle.
brar€d in ihes€ inscriprions
rnd in lhe r€licfpictu.es
desoibed by th€ rssociated

-r992.65
Io chaptcr three. Coe relalcs
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rhe dncovery ofthe oins and in
scriptions i. the ninetecnrh
ccnrury, roctrsing on rhe ex-
plorcrs, pould.bc arcbre.logins.
an($. and photographcre ard
thetr roles in rhc deciphement
Proce$. Herc arc intioduccd
Jobr Lloyd Stcphens and
Fredc ck Carhcmood, rhe
trnous duo $ho tils broughr ro
thc attcnri0. orrbe world the
nagnificcnr oins lyi.3 buried in
Merico and Ccnnal Ancrica.
s.cphens belidved the inscrip.
rions would revcal hirtorical
information about rhe people
who had bDil. rhe cnies. His in
sighrful conmcnr {as vidtrrlly
ignored for a hundrcd yer^.

One rbiq I believe. th|l irs
hislory is graven on the
honumonls. No Chanpol-
lion has 'et brought 10
then the enerties ofhis in-
qu i r ingh ihd . lVhosha l l

1992.91

Who lDaleed
ShaI Raad Them?

In the followine chapre^. Coe
p0nrin-painc the peoplc who
havc rcad rhc Matr hierogtyphs.
He does so wjth gD$o and in
tmacy. Coc watis pcnondly
a.qud.led with many of rhs key
scholls a.d Sives-albeir fiom
his perccption sketches olthe
great Pe^onalities involvcd: Syl
vanus Morle), J. E.c Thonpson,
T i i Prosturiakoff, Heinrich
Bcrlin, Yuri Knoosov, Floyd
Lounsblry, David Kelley, Linda
Scholc, and David SDan.

coe believcs thc Russian
Knorosov ftrlfilled the rcle of
Chanpollion rnh the Maya
hl.roglyPhs. If n is a hcro you
de looki.s for, then n is
Knoroso! Ptro nos closely ap.
proxinares chaBponion."
Xno.osov s success stenmed
lron rhe lacr rhat he took a con-
parativisr approach"ihe wrs !s,.. home in Esyptian hjcro-
glypbs Md chin.se charac.crs as
he was in the signs of rhc Maya
monunenh and codices'

(1992:261) .
sumerian, as wcn as chincsc

and Egypriin aie logognphi.
srnprs 1r992:27). d "Yuri
Knorolov showed thd rhc
Mayr s.rilt was typic.llt
logographi. (1992:261). Coc
rlso iniorns u! rhar Mara logo
Sraos. likc thcir Egyprian
equivalents, arc ofren rcnirkrb.
ly pic.orial and rbus dore
idmediarely informarivc rhan a
scncs 0t absr0d phoneric signa'
11992:264)

Mrya hicrcglyphs. rlrou8h,
like Egyptixn. wcre norjun pic-
rle wririnS. h was a nixcd

Prircipler md
Soibal Practices

Ac.ording ro coe. Mata
scribcs opcrarcd *nh cenain
pincip]cs simjlar ro those of
olhcr hicroglyphic sys|ens.

l. signr cln have nore than
one function, thrr is, !
sinBl€ BlyDh may sonetimes
brphonet i r ,0 . , . to ther
tjnes,.epr.s.ht a nor-
phene (1he sn.llesl unir of

2. The {riljng order nry
be inr€.1ed lor calligrrphic

kno*h to f,gyplologkts
since Chrnpollion's dNy-
:1. Phon€lic signs nry b.
rdded lo lessen ambigujlt

-1992: l4a

A nr jo rarcaotd ispurc  abour
Maya hicoglyphs concer.ed
phoneticisfr. but by l934 rhis
*as no roncerques'0ned.

No M2yrD linguisl sho hrs
seriously looked inlo the
n.ller any longer dotrbh
thc phonelic hypolhesis rs
origirrlly frrned by Yuri

C.npbe l l1934: t l

wirh rbe adistic requircmcnts of
rhc wrirj.g sysrem. "Jusr as in
a.crenL EgypL, lcxts havc rhc tcn-

dency ro rill d1 spaces {hich.rc
nor acrually kkcn !p wnh pic

To n€el a€slheric d€nrnds,
signs could occasionrl,t be
swilched .round sithin th€
glyph blocks, chrnging
then orde. as trgyptian
scribes h!d done nillenni.
berore rlong rhe banks or

-1992:263

Anorhcr coiiclaiio. *nh Egyp-
tian practiccs k rhc signinB of
an  works . In  ourc iv i l i za r ion  a l l
drti$s siSn thci! sorks, bur rhh
sas notco(Donly pracriccd
dmong ancicntpcoplcs. Accord.

prior to the Oreeks,only in
ancienl Egypr do s€ lind
signed yorks, end th$r
rare €xrnples hav. only
rrchitects' signrrur€s.
Thrr the classic Mry, *ere
rn erceDlion 10 thjs rule
begaD to b0 appar€nl f.on
David Slu2rl\ rcrding ot
dri, conDounds on lhe.lry
vdsrlsj the eo.d me.ns
both "s.iIing" rnd "painr-
in3!" lhe M.y. nol dislih-
guishitrS lhes€ perhaps
bftruse bolh {e.e executed
* h a brush pen {lhere h
evidence rhrt rhe noruhrr.
1,1 rexrs *ereoriBinally
laid oul on th. slon* rsink
dr.RinBs, .s in rnci€nl
Egvpo,

-1992:249

tleb.ew md
Maya Lit€ratue

Thcsc fcv quotcs from Coe s
book have so fd detriled the
nany likencsses ol M!y! to
Egyptian, but Coc also points
our thc simiLa.iry of naimtive
Maya rcxk ro Hcbrcw lircrarurc.
Be credns Floyd Lonnsbnry wnh

p.tlern of p$2llel conplek,
. rhcloric.l device $ide-
spread in lhe indis€nous
culturcs of rhc Aneric.s,
rnd in Ihe Old World as

rHE wtINEss . spfla| taal



ec l l i  lhe  Psr lms, re  f i l l ed
eith such literf! devices,

'He lnrne(h the silderne$
inrd r slrnding wrt€r. and

mrny cnrses l!id up0n
them, and trnt.stic theoriz-
ing by the lunalic and ne .
lnnltic lrirge n on€ of
then. The Templ€ of lhe
Cross reliefhas been r rrc.
qudl trqet of ddckpol
notioft; bac* in 1956, nJ
sife and I srt in, M€ridr
cafe nexl 10 d Aneric2n
sho firsr identified hins€lr
as rh Aposrle olthe church
ofJes$ Chrkl or Ltlt€r-
DNy s.ints(n€orslriz€d),
and rhen assu..d us lhrt

ETth after the Crncifixion
lnd pre.ched to th€ Dulri.
ludes f.otD th. T.nPl€ of

-I99X.194

Thar Jesrs should rctum to
Eadh sholld no. bc suQrising
sincc ir is this f,iraculous evcnr
thar doni.arcs rhc Ncw T.sta
mc.r. During his minisry, Jesus
aho clcarly telh his discipld in
krael thathe hN orheisbecp he

Coe\ ndn objccrion to whal
hc remembes the Aportle
saying. however, irobably dcah
rith Chrisl Preacbing ttom the
Tenpre af tbe cross arPalcnque.
Bccausc of modem dating
nethods ind becarse of rcccDr

bieroglrphs, inclDding thosc of
the Temple ol rhc Cross. Coc
.o{ knows this pyramidil struc-
ture was built abont A.D.70o.

So, whilc Coc links rhe RLDS
rith the lunat'c rringe because
of a renenbered co.re$atioh,
his research strodgly suppons
Book ol Momoh history by id..
tifying the riiring systens and
scribal Dracticcs of lhc Mrya
with Old World syscns likc

Thh book is an excellent
sourcc noronly lor rho hisrory ol
the deciDhering of rhc Maya
hicroglyphs and rhe pe^onaliries

involvcd, but also foradual ftrd.
ings A syllabic chart and
glossary aid thc rcxdet. and the
Fui$er Rcadina and Bibliog
rNphy lisr Eivcs sources lorthose
whhinq rd $udy thk tlpic in-

with rhe publication ol rhis
leri, onc can no longercLain.
like Barbara tla'nswonh, thrt

th€ qucsion ot Priting h
the nosl drnning 1o Book
ofMormon claihs.If th€
glyphs olC€nfrl Anerictn
and Mcxicah cullu.es *ere
rer.led in any way ro Egyp"
(irn or Hebre*, ih€n e
eorking kno{led3€ of th€
Old World ststehr 3honld
rl le.sl provide sone clues
10 help decipher th. N.{
Wo.ldvrilings. Hoserer,
thisis l'r lrom being lhe

-l93al2

coe\ book ielutcs tbis vicp-
poinr and validaics rhat Maya
and Egyptian hieroglyphs work
the same and thatlheirscnbcs
cnployed many similar Prac
tices.It conftms $ar our hirh
in The Boo* ofModonhas not

-1992:2r3

Thc lircrature of The Book of
Mormo. has been shownro bc
full of Hebiaic lnerary forns
(Crovell 1932. 1936i Pary
1933;Tvc tdnes  l99 l  i  Snnh
1939:  Welch  1969,  l93 l rWel -
don 1979). rfrhc hypothesis df
Book of Momon p.oples lrving
in Mesoanenca is rue. then
lirerary pattcms found in thc
book sbould also be lound
rmong the Maya inscriptions rnd
writings. space piohibiis going
into this tudher, b!t a gieat dcal
of co.f idirg cvidcnce exisa
(chrisrensen ls88; DeLong
1986i Josscmnd l99l i Snith and
Smirh 1992; Trinble 1937).

o.ewould ttrink airh all rhcsc
coiielarions that rdu d ncnoon

wnhrhe old wodd, but coe
nakes ho such snggedion in this
text." while he Aoes so far as to
sry,'Hicroglyphic Hirtile, rhe
Blonzc Age script ofcentral
Anarolir (modern Turkcy) . . . h
diucturally almosl idenlical *ith
M!ya rriting (1992:261), he
gives no explanatiod forsuch r
good fit.It is sinply rhar
bieroglypbic syeems work rhc

RID6 rirt cd sith
Lmtic Frirge

Breakiry the Mora Co.le w\\l
be a landnarr G{ and read by
hundrcds of peoplc. Because of
this. il h unforlunatc rhal Coe
chose to relate a co.ve(alion ol
32 yc.tr ago by which bc rcLc-
garcs the RLDS lo the lunatic

The Mlya, bolh anci€nl
and mldern, hare had

rn FoDdatton plaB to
hold a workshop in Ind€pcn-
dcncc on lcading 10 Fld

Eachcrs *ould be K!fiym
,osscrmd of Florida Shtc

rourlDad.r Nicholas Hop-

like to have d approrroatc
ide. of hov n.ny p.ople
would onend- PLas. sriL
or call to l.1us know ifyou
*ould be intercsred in 1his



Tesus Christ - Whv I Believe in
The Book of Mormon

Jcsus  h  the  nare  ora  nan
nor an uncondon nane fo.a
man in  h is  t ime.  Chr is i  i s .hc
nane orlirle givcn ro rhe divine
being, the Only BcSotcn. the
Son olGod Thc name Jesus
Chrhr rhcn, is, in and dfnsell,

Jesus is the chrjj, rhe divinc
aDd on ly  beSot ron  So.  o fGod.

ln orosc bricl nromcnls. I was
given not o.ly thk si.glc.
profound undcsranding, bul tbe
Spirir also bore witness rbtr tbis
wrs kurh Jcsus is rhe Christ,
rhc lons awrited Mesiah. This
knowledgc and rc*imony has
iayed with me rholgh the

Abouu yed md a half ago,
rt a FRAA Book of Mormon
conlercncc in oklahona, a
lrjcnd said to me. Tell ne your
rcstimony or The Book oI Mor
mon. I quicklY scarchc'l DY
mind bur *as ata loss lor whar
b say. I believcd in Thc Book
o l  Momor ,  bu t  I  cou ldn  tex
plain, even ro mysclt, wby I had
such r conviclion $al $e book
ras tue. Sincc rhcn, the ques
tion has never been rar iiom nY

vith g€ar forcc and clarity I
now u.dc$tand shy I so un-
qucsrioningly believe in thc
rulh and divinity ofthar book.
Ir reaffidns *ho Jcsus Cbrisr is.

The rnh pagc ofThe Book ol
Mormon includcs this srareDeni
reaarding rhe book s puiposc:
''ro the convidcinc of.hc Jcw
rnd ccr.ilc tballesus is th.
Cbrist, rhe Eternrl God,
manifesti.g himscll unto a,l na
tions. chrhr h rhc central
theDd The Book ol Momon
*rneis ictcr ro ch*t ne.ily
.{,000 tines in the book.'

I bclicve in The Book ol MoF
mon because it tesifics of
Jesus I had bccn giren r age
fifiecn a witness oftbe divinc
narurc olthe man lesus thit
he  is  chr is r ,  tbe  son o fGod,
and bccause Th. Book oIMor
non bcars wnness to this ruth,
i.confi!ms rhe trurhtulncss of
thc book to ne.I resrily to You
rhar Jcsus is th. christ, the son
ofCod,  lnd  The Book o fMor
mon is  a  d iv inc ly  insp i r .d





Notes and News from the
FRAA R€search Library

Shevi. Klihe Snit]l

Whai d excning yea! lhh bas
been for thc infomarion cen.ct
librryl Thc nove fom blxcspitcd
on a noor in a room ol m old
school lo a lovcly icnovared raciliry
wrh a spcciar collections mom,
books on shelvcs, sudy rabtes, and
a conpurei cenhr N sucb an in

Moie inpon t,lhough, is rbe
ok tne infomation cenre! Dlays in
|ne lives olpcople. Hos can.
value be praced on bei4 ftle ro
answc. a pdiculady puzzlnrS piob
kn witn Thc Book ofMomon?
(Scc Mike Moorcs rcnimody on
page 9.) As se iudy and 8ns in
rhc krowredge of rhc scriptures,
how wcl we aE able.o convey rhis
re$agc to o|xed depends nor only
on ourrc$jnony. but lnc qualny ol
damation wc bavc. Amed wnh
material frorn ftpuiable sou(es
cnibles us to be bdrftihe$es for
Jesus Chrht a.d The Book ol Mor

To iuusrare, cedain critichns
ansd asain and igainconcemin!
Thc Book of Momon. The infoma
lioncenr€rofFRAA is abtc ro hdp
provide answc6 ro rJlcse. !s Bell6
other qucsjons. In deprb dudy
matetals on Bookof Momon re-
tatcd topics. $eological $ wen as
rtuhaeologicil, rre dso available.

College sudcnr nequently rc
quesr infomation fon tne tibraiy.

mrrerjal you senr, Ir h$
reany h€lped mej and r hare
had some rery nice rrlks
wilh hr p.ofessor. al rh€
noh€nt, he has I copt ot
rte W!:rr.rr lhrl Jou sent.
Hesaid he wonld be inler-
esred in .erdinS iianylhing'i

,relrrinS to thc Mata_ H.
also st ed th.t he did nor
tnow as nuch rboul Th.
BooI( ol Mormon.s he
{ould lik.. Whal rn invitN.

Comnenh rike this cncourigc us
ro conlinuc building lne resourccs

Thh ycar nrre thm lony
faDrilios hrve conriburcd books.
naSarnes, hanuscnpr. lournds j
an wor*, phorographs, maps, painl

infonnarion .enrer. The prcscnt
holdings includc rppoxmdelr:
.2 ,600nonographs in$e

prelimf f y.0hpulcr,latabasci
over 320 unpublished manu-
scnp$ (prpc4lron lne univc.

wo*shop, F.A.R.M.S., erc,)l
appioxihately 100sc al lnlss
(orwhich rhs librry subscribcs
ro oily 14, dcpcnding on dona
lons tar rbc orhers, rhus tumy

. thousmds al phobgraphs.

. sevcrar computer resourccs in
cludins World Adm (r geoe-
mphy progEm). Word Concher
( rbs rh€e s cliprure s pogran).

pDlrms, and Ima8ic,lne
library cdalog conpurer pro-

I atuhival papcn of$e Founda-
rion, Thelona S ltvcns, and

This is a good begiming. bur lo
Dccome r .e nkr. rccogn'zed as a
prenrcr rescftch library. r m4or
commitaenr DU{be nadc !o pu.
cnasc rhe resourccs md pncure $e
Pedonncl nccdcd ro ovenee lhc ac-

In odcr.o incftse rhe rcserch
varue 0f tnc lbory md for ir to bc

berofco nilted people arc nccdcd
ro providd necessary lirnds. This
ma^ns !^e l hututed thousand
dolldA Wc rc looking for in
diriduak rnh vhion, people rho
Ecognizc lhc valuc ofwbar thc
FRAA infomation conier can be
comc, who arc wiling ro contrjbure
to rhis pmjecr Iftou are such a pe.
son, please call (316)461-3722

A. drc cnd ofl992, an anony,
nous donor conriburcd $1,000lbr
ircDs on oe wish List in rJlc lasi
jssue ol lre wtrdsr. Many rhanls
for rhcsc monies which atlowed ds
to purchasc presedation supplios
and sonc high con books md
rePoits on sites in Mcsoameii.!,

Lat6tAddirions
(nor a .ohpre'. lis0

Pte-Cofuthbhn Adencan
ReriAirn by warkr Krickcbcre.
1961.

A Cllnple at cuotentt , ad tu6r
Noki on the Arclent Monunenk
olcentot ane,iu by ANc^ty
Mudslay Md Alfftd Percival

bnn An ria in Aasic El*otitol
Colecnons: A trortbg euide hy
Rusr.n H. Barney md sruan L.

Amerjcam or lh. oorcy 10
pmh& ,750
she,lving 1r,000

t4,000

(A list of rirlcs dd piices aE
availabl. lpon Equ6t if tlu
would like ro contdbuk 10qdd
a sF.ific iteo(s). This ltr
comprisa onty a soall b.gin-
.ing oflhe sonres n.eded,)

c.rr FRAA hfomdlon Cen,
br,/Library if you cm help virh
rny oflhec pbj4i' rharlsl
8 16 461-FMA (3?22)
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