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empires such as Asryria, Babylon and Rome, the
tribes of Israel were scattered into wery nation on the
eanh. The ten northern tribes,
also cdled the "lost ffibes," were
already scattered when Jesus per-
formed his eanhly ministry among
the Jews, who were predominantly
of the tribe of Judah. It was in the
context of this nationd history he
made the statement to his disciples
in John 10:16:

And other sheep I have,
uilrich are not of this fold;
them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and
there shdl be one fold, and one shepherd.

In the Bible, there is no funher explanation on this
subject other than this brief encounter. The reasons will
soon be explained, but for now we should notice, for the
first and only time in this book of scripture, Jesus referred
to scaffered Israel as "other sheep."

Conversely, rr Jesus ministers among the Book of
Mormon peoples, the same references are made to 'bther

sheep." They are found in only one set of related verses,
but with a more detailed orplanation about them.
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'We 
read in 3 Nephi as follows:

This much did the Father command me, that
I should tell unto them, that other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold; them also I must bring,
and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be
one fold, and one shepherd. (3 Nephi 7:16 RLDS)'
(3 Nephi 15z16-17 LDS)

And verily, I say unto you, that ye are they of
u*rom I said, Other sheep I have which are not
of this fold; them dso I must bring, and they
shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold,
and one shepherd. (3 Nephi 7:20 RLDS),

(3 Nephi r5z2l LDS)

And verily, verily, I say unto
you, that I have other sheep,
which are not of this land; nei-
ther of tfie land of Jerusalem;
neither in any parts of that land
round about, rvhither I have
been to minister. For they of
whom I speak, are they urho
have not as yet heard my voice;
neither have I at any time man-
ifested mpelf unto them. But I
have received a commandment
of the Father, that I shall go

unto them, and that they shall hear my voice, and
shall be numbered among my sheep, that there
may be one fold, and one shepherd; therefore I go
to shew myself unto them. (3 Nephi 7224-26
RLDS), (3 Nephi r6zr-i LDS)

Not only does Christ speak of the tribes in the land of

Jertrsalem as "other sheep," but he also makes known the
other lost tribes elsewhere in the world and refers to them
as the same. Therefore, we see his disciples in Jerusalem

istory both scripturd and secular,
tells us that through the conquests of

continucd on page 2



Other Sheep
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knew nothing of the identity of the other tribes, whereas
the Book of Mormon peoples knew of all the other tribes.
They also knew of his mission to visit each one of them.
The Bible and The Book of Mormon seem different from
one another on these accounts with no wrimen explana-
tion until latter day rwelation in DScC 3zl4a-l5c sheds
further light on the subject.

Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
I came unto my o\iln, and my own received me
not. I am the light which shineth in darkness,
and the darkness comprehendeth it not. I am he
who said, Other sheep have I which are not of this
fold, unto my disciples, and many there were that
understood me not. And I will show unto this
people, that I had other sheep, and that they were
a branch of the house of Jacob; and I will bring to
light their marvelous worls, which they did in my
name; yea, and I will also bring to light my gospel,
which was ministered unto them, and, behold,
they shall not deny that which you have received,
but they shall build it up, and shdl bring to light
the true points of my doctrine; yea, and the only
doctrine which is in me; and this I do, that I may
establish my gospel, that there may not be so
much contention;

For the disciples in Jerusalem, it was the lack of
understanding that caused Jesus to remain silent concern-
ing their scattered lineage. Therefore, funher explanation
concerning "other sheep" would not be given to them.
The Book of Mormon peoples did understand, which
prompted Jour to funher expound on the existence of
the other tribes of Israel. The doctrine of Christ found
in their record, The Book of Mormon, would be brought
forth in the latter days as a witness ofJesus Christ and
stand with the Bible and the other records yet
to come forth. Together, in the lamer
days, all the records will be gathered
in one. This is beautifully described
in 2 Nephi 12:66-73 RLDS
(2 Nephi 29:lr-14 LDS):

For out ofthe books
which shall be written,
I will j"dg. the world, qerf
man accoodirg to his works,
according to that which is

. written. For behold, I shall
speak unto the Jews, and they
shall write ie And I shall also
speak unto the Nephites, and
they shall write it; And I shall

also speak unto the other tribes of the house of
Israel, which I have led away, and they shall write it;
And I shall also speak unto all nations of the earth,
and they shdl write it. And it shall come to pass that
the Jews shall have t'he words of the Nephites, and
the Nephites shall have the words of the Jews: And
the Nephites and the Jews shall have the words of
the lost uibes of Israel; and the lost tribes of Israel
shall have the words of the Nephites and dre Je*r.
And it shall come to pass that my people which are
of the house of Israel, shall be gathered home unto
the lands of their possessions; and myword also
shdl be gathered in one.
'What 

we quickly see is the House of Israel has been
given the divine stewardship for the wriaen word. It is an
expectation placed upon them because of the covenants
God made to Abraham that they would be his people and
he would be their God. Their records would present the
experiences and testimonies of this special relationship.
Thus, from Abraham's seed would all the nations of the
earth be blessed. Therefore, in one sense, the mibes of
Israel became the keepers of the records. This can easily be
seen and understood as we study the origin, process and
coming forth of the Bible and The Book of Mormon from
the prophets of two tribes. The tribe of Judah brought the
Bible to the world, and the tribe of Joseph brought The
Book of Mormon. To enable the "other sheep" to consis-
tendy record the same message would require Jesus to visit
them. They could then documenr their account of the
coming of the Messiah and proclaim Jesus Christ as the
Savior of the world. He was, by his presence among rhem,
their authority to do so.

There is another wonderful example of this prophetic
fulfillment in The Book of Mormon. The "other sheep"
that Jesus mentions are the same peoples referred to in
the parable of the olive tree, in Jacob 3, as the natural
branches of the tame olive tree who are taken into the

nethermo$ parrs of the vineyard.
The parable of the olive uee gives a

good synopsis of the scattering of these
natural branches into different parts of
the world. They are from the tribes of
Israel. In Jacob 3:48,58 RLDS (Jacob
5zl4,l9 LDS) it says:

And it came to pass that the
Lord of the vineyard went
his way, and hid the natural
branches of the tame olive tree
in the nethermost parts of the
vineyard; some in one, and
some in another, according
to his will and pleasure.
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Other Sheep
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And it came to pass that the l"ond of the vinryard said
unto the senrant, C-ome, let us go to the nethermost
parts of the vinerxard, and behold if the natural
branches of the tree hath not brought fonh much fruit
also, that I *y lay up of the fruit thereof, against the
season, unto mine own self.

\7hen considering th. eiristence of 'bther sheey''
today, it should be no surprise for us to see the accumula-
tion of evidence pointing to the visitation of Christ among
other peoples in the world. In so doing, much speculation
has been made concerning their geographic location and
cultural identity.

Most modern scholars, based on research from scrip-
ture, archaeology, language, culture and geography have
placed Book of Mormon lands in the area of Mesoamerica.
Certainly not all agree, but this seems to be the predomi-
nant belief among them.

It is important to note, however, that finding testi-
monies of a divine visitor among other cultures is common
and not necessarily inconsistent with this belief, They too
may well be part of the "other sheep" spoken of in the
scriptures. There are certainly such accounts to be found
in other places throughout the Americas. Also, as a related
point, there are groups of people today in such places as

Africa, the Middle East and Asia who are coming fonh to
present themselves as modern day Jews. Th.y believe their
lineage is Jewish and practice the customs and religious
rites of the Jewish religion. Some, such as those in
Ethiopia, have applied for permission to gather perma-
nendy to the modern day nation of Israel, as Jews seeking
full citizenship and acceptance. Others are gathering from
many nations of the eanh as prophesied in the scriptures.

The prophetic events that lie ahcad will reveal God's
power in ways never before seen among the children of
men.'We are living in the dme, described by the prophets,
as a day when the ["ord will make bare his arm in the eyes
of the nations. In so doing, God's covenant people will be
identified by divine revelation and intervention. They will
be brought to a knowledge ofJesus Christ and his gospel,
and they will be gathered home to the place of their inher-
itance, but not necessarily in that particular order.'We have
and are witnessing the early prophetic signs of this coming
to pass. They match the scriptures perfectly with much
more to be fulfilled. The records yet to come forth from
the "other sheep," along with the records that dready have
come forth, will grow together and play a major part in
these great events. These many witnesses will proclaim
with one voice that Jesus Christ visited his "other sheep"
and ministered unto them.

Bookof Mormon Retreat
South Central United States
Holiday Inn Select (DFW Airport-North), lrvihg,TX
April23-24,2005
Retreat Website: www.fi^/rb.orglBOM Day.html
Contact Person: David Norcross

Home Phone: 8",7 -572-4762

Cell Phone: 214-616-0082
Work 972-615-9075

(Mon-Fri:  8AM-5PM)
Work Cell: 972-467-6003

Work E-mail: david.norcross@hitachi-htacom
Home E-mail: dgcross@verizon.net

Home Addressr 4'a23 Celtic Dr.,
Arf i ngton, TX 7 6017 -2300
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.\ilZIS CHRIST IN PERU?''
The headline leapt out at me from the Sunday
edition of IA PRENSA, the leading newsPaPer
in Lima, Peru. The article reported that some
people would laugh at that statement, but the
iao ir supported-*ittt enthusiasm and accepted
by various-historians, archaeologists and intellectuals in

PLru. Both pre-Inca and Inca ceramics depict-a white god

in a white tunic who uaveled ancient Peru. The Peruvians

cdl him viracocha. some of these ceramics are from the

early years of the christian era, according to radiocarbon
14 dating.'

The-ninth Inca ruler, Pachacutec, erected a huge temple

and placed in it a statue of this god, which was nine meters

tail. ifis face was white, he had a large beard, and he was

dressed in a long, white tunic. This was sffange when you

consider that thi ancient Peruvians wore short tunics, their

skin was copper-colored, and they were not bearded't
When if" Uona"a Spaniads invaded Peru, they --

were received with rop."t 
"t 

d veneration. They were cdled
"Viracochas" because they were thought to be the children

of this bearded white god.
All of these coincidences, the irrefutable testimony of the

descriptions of the ancient ceramics, and of that offered by

the legends of the empire, mov€ one to think that our ances-

torc niorshipped a supreme god, and that Christ could have

been in Peru.3
Serreral of the Spanish conquistadors mention this Lg.td

in their chronicles o?the Spanish conquest of the Ameries.

The most prolific of these writers was Pedro de Cieza de Leon
(Cieza). In 1535, Cienarrived in Cartagena, Colombia, and

began to travel the vast rgad qfl.m of the Inca empire. His

intirest was not in the gold of the realm, but in learning

about the people themselves-u*ro thgy were, their customs

and their 6aiJft. He wrote about dl of this' e\ren as he

watc,hed their civilization being destroyed.

In a compilation of his wridngs, Cien $a'4s:

Before the Incas qlme to reign in these kingdoms or

were known there, these Indians tell a thing that far

exceeds all else they say. They say that a long time
went by in which they did not see the sun, and that

they suffered great hardship from this lack and that

they made grJat Prayers and vows to those they held

.o b. their go&,lmploring of them the light that
had failed. Th.tt arose the sun in its splendor, at
which all rejoiced.n

The legsnd says that then, from the south:

. . . there came and appeared among them a white
man, large of staturg whose air an{ Person aroused
great respect and veneration. !H9l trad great Pgwers,
ir"t i"g pt"i* of the hills, and of the plains' llgh
-ou.ii*, and bringing fofth springp in the living
rock. [They cdled him] the Maker of dl things, their
Beginning, Father of the sun... for he called into
b.i"g men and animals, and... great benefits came
to them from his hand.t

Cirzawrote that, accotdi.g to songs and accounts
passed down from their forefathers, this man took lris way

io the north, working and doing many wondrout ,hitgt

by the route of the uplands, an{ thel never saw him ag{n'

ciezacontinues that in many places he instructed people

how they should live, and spoke to them lovingly and
meekly, exhorting them to be good and not to do one

another harm or injury, but rather to love one another,

and use .h"ttty toward all.u
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Cieza says this person is usually called Tici-Viracocha,
but in some places he is calledTyapaca, and in others,
Arnauan. He says, "Temples were built to him in many
places, where statues in his likeness were erected before
which they performed sacrifices."t

The legend that Cieza de Leon heard in Peru is very
similar to that found in The Book of Mormon. 

'We 
read that

at the time of the death of Christ, there was a great storm in
the Americas, with earthquakes and thunder and lightnings,
followed by three days of thick darkness, during which time
the people howled and wept.'Later, the people gathered at
the temple, marveling at what had happened. Then they
heard a voice saying,

Behold my behued Son. . . hear ye him.
, , , and behoW they saw a man dcscending out of heauen;
And he was clnthed in a white robe,
and he came down and stood in the midst of them,
and the eyes of the whoh muhitudc were turned upon him,
and they durst not open their mouths, euen to one another...

for they thought it was an angel that had appeared unto them.
And it carne to pass that he stretchedforth his hand,...safing
'Behold.I 

am Jesus Christ, of whom the prophets tesffied,..
I am the light and the ffi of the world...
I am the God of Israel and the God of the wholz earth...'e

The rest of 3 Nephi tells how Jesus taught the people,
healed their sick, and blessed their children. He chose and
ordained 12 disciples to carry on his work in that land.
Finally he left them, saying there were "other sheep" to
whom he must go. This is a beautiful story which, for
many, brings the Spirit of God with the reading.

My husband and I lived in downtown Bogot6,
Colombia, near the famous Gold Museum, where artifacts
from before the Spanish Conquest are stored and displayed.
I once asked the librarian there if the 

'$fhite 
God of Peru

was in Colombia, too. "Here we call him Bochica," she said.
According to Spanish chroniclers, Bochica, the bearded hero
of Colombia, brought civilization and culture while preach-
ing to the people of each tribe in their own language. He
gave them laws, moral precepts and taught them ways to live.
He taught them to help the poor and care for the elderly.
He also performed miracles.

Eliecer Silva Celis (Rector of the Universidad Pedagogica
y Tecnologica de Colombia and Director of the Museum
of fuchaeology in Sogamoso) says he believes the myth of
Bochica is not just imagination. He compares Bochica to
the bearded Quetzalcoatl of Mexico, to Pay Zum6, prophet
of Brazil and Paraguay, to Amalivaca of Venezuela, and
the Divine Twins Hunahpti and Ixbalamqud of the Mayit

Quichd to Viracocha of Peru, and to other culture heroes
of the Americas.

Quetzalcoad, which means plumed or precious
serpent, was called God of the'Wind and God of the
Morning Star, among other names. It is said he brought
corn to men and was known throughout the Americas as

the Corn God. The invading bearded white Spaniards
were greatly aided by the legend of the bearded white God
in their conquest of Mexico.

Archaeologist L. tylor Hansen, author of He Walked
The Americrr, spent years going from tribe to tribe in North
America, seeking out their legends from the elders of each
tribe. Many of them were reluctant to tell their stories, but
she convinced them that if thev did not tell them, their
legends could be lost forever. She recorded these
legends in her book, as well as
some of the legends of
Central and South America,
Polynesia and islands of
the Pacific. She concluded
that the Fair God was
an Essene from the
Holy Land who traveled
here at the time
of Christ.

Each tribe and
people had legends
of a pale bearded god,
a prophet and healer,
who walked among
them, healing their sick and
teaching them to love one
another. He spoke in the lan-
guage of each tribe he visited. This
white God had many names. He was
called V'ahea, The Dautn God, I{ate-Zahl, Thcoma" the
Fair God, Ee-me-shee tlte rVind God, Great Waicomah, The
Heahr, Lord of tYind and'W'ater, Feathered Serpent, The
Great Thcobya, Tkzoma, The Prophet, Quetzaltoatl, Yee-soos
or Chee Zoos. These are just a few of the names given to this
prophet or white God. W'herever he went, the Fair God
chose 12 priesthood, whom he had trained to carry on his
work and teachings after he left.

When was he here? Dr. Buck, Director of the Bishop
Museum in the Thhitian Islands, wrote in a personal letter to
Thylor Hansen, "'W'akea, the Healer, lived in the first century
of the Christian era or, generally speaking, in the time of

Jesus." This statement coincides with one by early Spanish
chroniclers about Bochica, who also placed this personage
at about the time of Christ.

Who is this GOD OF THE AMERICAS...
THE GOD OF MANYNAMES?

I believe he is the same God whom we know by many names;

Jesus the Christ Son of God Saaior and Lord

Tbacher Our Brother Light of the World

The Promised One Emmanuel Redeemer

God with us!

e3 Nephi, 5:8-14 RL"DS (3 Ncphi l1:7-t4 LDS),lbid,zg. '3 Nephi 4:3-21,61,62 RLDS (3 Nephi 8:2-23, l0:9 LDS)



God of Many Names
Continuedfro* page 5

Name 1 908tN
Beloved Son .  2 Nephi  31:11 . . .ZNephi  13:14
Chr istJesus . . . .Almai :44 .Alma3:TJ,T4
Crea to r  . . . , 2  Neph i  g :S . .  . . . 2  Neph i  6 :g -10
God of  Miracles . . .2 Nephi  ZT:23. . .2Nephi  11:145
Good Shepherd. . .  . . . .A lmab:38 . .A |ma3:62,63
Great Spirit . Alma 1B:2 . . Alma 12:63,64
Holy Messiah . .  .2 Nephi 2:6. .  .  .  .Z Nephi 1:71
lmmanue l  . . .  . . . . ?Neph i  18 :8  2Neph i  g :46
Jesus.  .  .2 Nephi  g1:10.  .  .  2 Nephi  13:1 Z,1g
Jesus Chr ist  2 Nephi  25:19 . . .Z Nephi  11:35,36
Keeper of the Gate . . . .2 Nephi g:41 . . . .2 Nephi 6:7g-92
Lamb of God . . . 1 Nephi 10:10. . . 1 Nephi 3:12
Lord God 0mnipotent . Mosiah 3:21 .. . . Mosiah 1:122
Lord of the Vineyard . . . Jacob b:B . Jacob 3:37-3g
Master . Jacob S:4 . Jacob 3:32
Mediator . . .2 Nephi 2:28 2 Nephi 1:122,12j
M e s s i a h  . . . 1  N e p h i  1 : 1 9 . . . . 1  N e p h i  1 : 1 g , 2 0
Only Begotten of the Father . 2 Nephi 25.12. . .Z Nephi 11:21
0nfy Begotten Son . . . Jacob 4:S . Jacob 3:5,6
Prince of Peace . 2 Nephi 1g:6 2 Nephi g:66
Prophet  . . .1Nephi  22:20. . .1Nephi  T :48-45
R e d e e m e r . . .  . . 1  N e p h i  1 0 : G . . . . 1  N e p h i  3 : 6
Redeemer of lsrael . . . 1 Nephi 21:T 1 Nephi 6:37
Savior Jesus Christ . . . . 3 Nephi S:20. . . . 3 Nephi 2:103
S h e p h e r d . . .  . . . . 1  N e p h i  1 3 : 4 1  . . . 1  N e p h i  3 : 1 g 4 - 1 9 7
S o n o f  G o d .  . . . . 1 N e p h i  1 0 : 1 7 . . . 1 N e p h i  3 : Z J - 2 6
Son of Righteousness . Ether g:22 . Ether 4:24
son of the Eternal Father . . .1 Nephi 11:21...1 Nephi 3:62,63
True and Living God . . . 1 Nephi 17:30. . . 1 Nephi 5:112
True  Mess iah  . . . 2  Neph i  1 :10 . . . .ZNeph i  1 :22 ,23
True shepherd. . . Helaman 1s:13 . . Helaman 5:104
Reprint-The Witness Summer 1gg3

Alison Angell ,20
Graceland University

Greg Bendorf, lg
CMSU

James Bullard,24
Self-Employed

Andrew Danicki,22
CMSU

Mariah Elefson, 18
Kirkwood
Community College

Michael Fleming, 19
Longview
Community College

Josh Hitch,23
Employed by RMC

Jul ie  Marsh  ,19
CMSU

Rachel Porte r,21
Univ. of Texas- Dallas

Meghann Shotton,22
Weber State University

Jennifer Stephenson, 1 9
CMSU

STAFF

Michelle Sherer
Assistant Director

Brian Twombly
Priesthood Support

\ l ' l i f  \ ( ; j i ) { } , \



I ** privileged to be involved with the 2005 Book of

I Mormon'S7inter Retreat at Odessa Hills C*p Ground.
f An experience I will not soon forget. After a Friday
evening of socializing and allowing the campers to become
acquainted with one anothet Saturdays activities included
teaching us how to prepare ourselves to be part of the Lord's
work. The teachers challenged us to inspect our lives and
become aware of what needs to stay and what needs to go.
This provided an important basis for the remainder
of our weekend.

The rypicd Sunday morning prayer and testimony
service included time for those who felt the need to confess
sins that were weighing them down. I was intrigued by this

because it wasnt something I was accus-
tomed to in such an open environment.
I was curious to see if anyone was
actually going to take advantage of this
opportunity. After a slow staft to the
service, a few brave souls began to bear
tesdmony of sins in their life they desired
to remove. These were not your average
run-of-the-mill confessions, but sins we
often pretend do not affect followers of

Christ. It was surprising to see these youth expound upon
these things which, once openly expressed, rendered them
vulnerable to their peers. It was not, horvever, surprising to
see the amount of hurt that had been brought into their lives
as a result of these sins. As I sat there listening, my heart was
breaking for them and for myself as I realized the broken
state we all find ourselves in spiritudly. Despite this, we rarely

dwell on the gravity of the situation as our church body
continues to be infected with sins of an addictive narure
(e.g., substance abuse and those of a sexual nature). In fact,
some of these ffansgressions we often dont even feel
comfortable mentioning!

It was at this point that it davmed upon me, in a.very
tangrble way' why we NEED the kingdom of the I^od
upon this earth. For quite some time, I have "wanted" Zion
to become a realiry, and that in itself is enough to provide a
certain degree of motivation to work and sacrifice for this
goal. But never before had I approached the idea of the real-
ity of Zion as such a need for God's people on a corporate
level but, even more importantly, on an individual level. This
particular service was a tremendous wake-up ."ll for us ro see
that there is a spiritual freedom that comes with confessing
our sins with those whom we have dweloped a trusting
relationship and, in doing so, seek accountability panners
to help in overcoming these stumbling blocks. Furthermore,
confession always has and should continue to play a key
role in living our lives according to the Gospel of Christ
as demonstrated in The Book of Mormon:

'And wltosoeuer rEented of their sins and did
confess them, them he did nurnber arnong the people

of the churclt."
Mosiah I1:144 RLDS (Mosiah 26:35 LDS)

"Therefore as rnan! as belieued on the words
of Samuel, uentforth unto him to be baptized, for they

cAme repenting and confessing their sins."
Hehman 5:116 RLDS (Hekman 16:5 LDS)

Dauid Gilmore
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From The President.. o
The Book of Mormon Foundation has experienced

some recent changes on the Soard and office s-aff Therefore,
with deep appreciadon, we gi\re thanl$ to Bonnie Anderson,
Barb Capps, Gary lair, Linda Tbimble and Dennis Moe for
their many years of faithful service at BMF. Bonnie will con-
tinue as director of the internship program. Also, we welcome
IGthy Keller and Eldon Anderson as new board members and
look forward to their contributions. Currendy, IGthy B.ry'

is working in the office, on a temporary basis, until a
decision can be made for permanent staffing. I7e will k*p
you informed as future changes occur.
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