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here is a Biblical statement related to the life
! and ministry of Jesus Christ that is an enigma to

many Christians. They have not understood the
N — mystery of Revelation 13:7-8 of both the King
James Bible and the Inspired Version. Here, the prophet
declares that all the people of the earth shall worship Satan
“whose names are not written in the book of life of the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” They iden-
tify the Lamb as Jesus Christ, but how the sacrifice of our
Lord could reach back into time and be effective before the
time of His birth and death, they have not understood.
Many deny that it could possibly be, and condemn The

an angel awakened him and told him to listen because
he, the angel, had brought him “tidings of great joy,”
which he was to share with the people so they, too, could
be filled with joy.

The angel rold King Benjamin to tell his people that the
time was not far distant when,

.. with power, the Lord Omnipotent who reigneth,
who was, and is from all eternity to all eternity, shall
come down from heaven, among the children of men,
and shall dwell in a tabernacle of clay,

And shall go forth amongst men, working
mighty ‘miracles, such as ‘healing the sick, raising
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from the foundation of the world,” it explains the principle
so clearly that none need question its meaning or its truth-
fulness. As Nephi prophesied in 2 Nephi 2:20-21 (RLDS)
[2 Nephi 3:12 LDS], that which is written in The Book of
Mormon and that which is written in the Holy Bible will
“grow together, unto the confounding of false doctrines,
and laying down of contentions, and establishing peace...”
There are many references in The Book of Mormon

to the way that has been “prepared from the foundation

of the world.” Mosiah 2:10-11 (RLDS) [Mosiah 4:4:7-8]
spells out clearly what that way is. King Benjamin has just

declared (Mosiah 1:94-2:9 RLDS) [Mosiah 3:2-4:6 LDS]

shall cast out devils, or the evil spirits which dwell
in the hearts of the children of men.

And lo, he shall suffer temptations, and pain of
body, hunger, thirst, and fatigue, even more than
man can suffer, except it be unto death;

For behold, blood cometh from every pore, so
great shall be his anguish for the wickedness and
the abominations of his people.

And he shall be called Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, the Father of heaven and earth, the Creator
of all things, from the beginning; and his mother
shall be called Mary.
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The Lamb Slain

continued from page 1

And lo, he cometh unto his own, that salvation
might come unto the children of men, even
through faith, on his name;

And even after all this, they shall consider him
a man, and say that he hath a devil, and shall
scourge him, and shall crucify him.

And he shall rise the third day from the dead;
and behold, he standeth to judge the world.

And behold, all these things are done, that
a righteous judgement might come upon the
children of men.

For behold, and also his blood atoneth for
the sins of those who have fallen by the transgres-
sion of Adam, who have died, not knowing the
will of God concerning them, or who have
ignorantly sinned.

But wo, wo unto him who knoweth that he
rebelleth against God; for salvation cometh to
none such, except it be through repentance and
faith on the Lord Jesus Christ.

When King Benjamin finished delivering the angel’s
message, the people were praying
for mercy and forgiveness of their
sins, declaring that they believed
in Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
creator of all things.

...the Spirit of the Lord
came upon them, and they
were filled with joy,

Having received a remission
of their sins, and having peace
of conscience, because of the
exceeding faith which they had
in Jesus Christ who should
come, according to the words
which King Benjamin had
spoken unto them.

King Benjamin again began to
speak to his people, and it was he
who explained:

... this is the man who
receiveth salvation, through the
atonement which was prepared from the founda-
tion of the world, for all mankind, which ever
were, ever since the fall of Adam, or who are or
who ever shall be, even unto the end of the world;
and this is the means whereby salvation cometh.

And there is none other salvation, save this
which hath been spoken of; neither are there any
conditions whereby man can be saved, except the
conditions which I have told you.

Mosiah followed his father Benjamin as king and reigned

for 33 years. After Mosiah, judges reigned over the land,
and the faithfulness of the people surged and waned in
spite of the faithful leadership of such great men as Alma,
Alma’s son, Helaman and Helaman’s son, Nephi. All of
this time, the prophecy of the coming of Christ was kept
before the people by these righteous rulers, who were also
priesthood in the church. Still, so many of the people
continued to do wickedly that Nephi gave over his judge-
ship to Cezoram so he could join his brother Lehi in
full-time ministry.

Lehi and Nephi remembered the words of their father,
Helaman (Helaman 2:67-75 RLDS) [Helaman 5:5-12 LDS]
who, along with other good counsel, had charged them:

O remember, remember, my sons, the words
which King Benjamin spake unto his people; yea,
remember that there is no other way nor means
whereby man can be saved, only through the aton-
ing blood of Jesus Christ, who shall come; yea,
remember that he cometh to redeem the world.

And remember also, the words which Amulek
spake unto Zeezrom, in the city of Ammonihah;
for he said unto him, that the Lord surely should
come to redeem his people; but that he should not
come to redeem them in their sins, but to redeem

them from their sins.

And he hath power given
unto him from the Father, to
redeem them from their sins,
because of repentance; therefore
he hath sent his angels to
declare the tidings of the
conditions of repentance,
which bringeth unto the
power of the Redeemer, unto
the salvation of their souls.

Nephi and Lehi were charged
by their father to build their
foundation on their Redeemer,
who is Christ, the Son of God,
so that when the devil unleashed
his fury on them, they could not
fall. The ministry of Lehi and
Nephi was so richly blessed that
not only did many Nephites
return to the faith, but 8,000
Lamanites were converted at one time and were baptized
unto repentance.

[t was on this missionary journey that they were impris-
oned in the very prison in which Ammon and his brethren
had been cast by the servants of Lemhi. When their captors
came to kill them, they were encircled by fire that fright-
ened the Lamanites but did not burn Nephi and Lehi.
Encouraged by the protection of the fire, Lehi and Nephi
began to bear witness of the God who had come to their
rescue, and the earth shook so hard that it seemed the walls
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would fall. A dark cloud came over the Lamanites and the
dissenting Nephites who were their tormentors, and a voice
from the cloud spoke to them (Helaman 2:93 RLDS)
[Helaman 5:29 LDS] saying, “Repent ye; repent ye, and
seek no more to destroy my servants whom I have sent
unto you to declare good tidings.”

Nephi and Lehi’s captors were unable to move because of
the darkness, the fear that came upon them and the contin-
ued shaking of the earth. Aminadab, a Nephite captor who
had been a member of the church, was able to see through
the darkness and saw the faces of Lehi and Nephi, shining
as though they were angels, uplifted and talking to some-
one they could see.

Aminadab cried for the others to look, and they were
permitted to see through the darkness. They asked with
whom these prisoners were talking. Aminadab told them
they were talking with the angels of God. Their next ques-
tion was how to get the cloud of darkness to lift. Again,
it was Aminadab who reminded them of the teachings
of Alma, Amulek and Zeezrom and told them they must
repent and have faith in Christ as they had taught them.
When they repented, they found that
each of them was also encircled by
fire that did not burn, and they were
filled with the Holy Ghost. A pleas-
ant voice, almost like a whisper,
said to them, (Helaman 2:112
RLDS) [Helaman 5:46-47 LDS]
“Peace, peace be unto you, because
of your faith in my well beloved,
who was from the foundation of
the world.”

This was the 62nd year of the
reign of the judges, about 95 years
from the time King Benjamin said
it would not be long until the
coming of Jesus Christ through
his mother Mary.

The men who experienced this
great conversion went out and told
their story to a receptive people,
and peace and prosperity for both
Nephites and Lamanites followed until the Gadianton rob-
bers surfaced among them. Many Nephites supported the
Gadiantons. The larger portion of the Lamanites fought
against them and continued to preach about Christ, as did
Nephi and Lehi.

The burden of the rebellion of the Nephites became very
heavy for Nephi and, on one occasion, he was on his tower
praying when a crowd assembled to see what he was doing.
He gave a lengthy and scathing denunciation of their
wickedness that brought the wrath of the officials down

upon him. He would have been prosecuted except that

he told them of the murder of their judge and correctly
informed them of the way in which they would identify
his killer. After the ordeal, he was grieving for his people
when the Lord spoke to him (Helaman 3:115-117 RLDS)
(Helaman 10:4-5 LDS], commending him for his faithful-
ness and courage. God made Nephi a promise that he
would be made mighty in faith, words and deeds and that
whatever he asked would be granted because, the Lord said,
He knew Nephi would not ask anything contrary to the
Lord’s will.

This was now the 71st year of the reign of the judges,
104 years since King Benjamin prophesied that it would
not be long before the coming into the world of the Christ
child. The Nephites had become so wicked that, at one
point, Nephi had to be lifted out of the midst of them by
the Spirit of God just to save his life. Grieving for their
wickedness, he asked God to send famine upon them in
the hope it would bring them to repentance. A devastating
famine did occur, and many repented. Many of the
Nephites soon returned to their rebellion, but the larger
part of the Lamanites strictly followed the commandments
of God according to the Law of Moses. The Lord sent
Samuel, the Lamanite, into the land of Zarahemla to
preach to the Nephites.

Samuel’s ministry was rejected, not
only because of his denunciation of
their wickedness, but also because he
was a Lamanite. He was cast out of
the city, but the Lord told him to
return and prophesy whatever came
into his heart. He was not allowed to
enter the city, so he climbed up onto
the wall, stretched forth his hand and
cried with a loud voice warning the
people of their impending destruc-
tion if they did not repent. In fact,
he said, the only reason they had not
already been destroyed was because
of the righteousness of a few among
them. He particularly singled out
their love of money and warned
them of a time when they would
hide their riches in the earth and
never be able to find them again.
One particularly significant statement is recorded in
Helaman 5:52 (RLDS) [Helaman 13:38 LDS]: “Yea, for
ye have sought all the days of your lives for that which ye
could not obtain. Ye have sought for happiness in doing
iniquity, which thing is contrary to the nature of that
righteousness which is in our great and Eternal Head.”

Angered by his brashness, the people threw stones and
shot arrows at Samuel and tried to kill him or remove him
from the wall. He stood firm and declared that they were
going to hear him for the Lord had sent him not only to
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warn them but to let them know the conditions of repen-
tance and the source of their salvation. Samuel pled with
the people to turn to the only way they could be saved
from total destruction. That way, he declared, was by
repentance and faith on the Lord Jesus Christ of whom
he had come to bring them “tidings of great joy.” He said,
“Behold, I give unto you a sign: for five years more
cometh, and behold, then cometh the Son of God to
redeem all those who shall believe on his name.”
(Helaman 5:55-67 RLDS) [Helaman 14:2-13 LDS]

As a sign of His coming, Samuel said,

...there shall be great lights in heaven, inso-
much that in the night before he cometh, there
shall be no darkness, insomuch that it shall appear
unto man as if it was day;

Therefore there shall be one day and a night, and
a day, as if it were one day, and there were no night;
and this shall be unto you for a sign; for ye shall
know of the rising of the sun, and also of its setting;

Therefore they shall know of a surety that there
shall be two days and a night; nevertheless the
night shall not be darkened; and it shall be the
night before he is born.

Then Samuel gave
a prophecy that is not
recorded in any other
scripture, not even in
the Bible,

And behold there
shall be a new star
arise, such an one as
ye never have beheld;
and this also shall
be a sign unto you.

And behold this
is not all, there shall
be many signs and
wonders in heaven.

And it shall come to pass that ye shall all be
amazed, and wonder, insomuch that ye shall fall
to the earth.

And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall
believe on the Son of God, the same shall have
everlasting life.

Samuel continued to tell of the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ and to explain how significant those events
would be in their lives here and in eternity, cautioning
them in words appropriate for us in this day (Helaman
5:85-87 RLDS) [Helaman 14:30-15:1 LDS]:

And now remember, remember, my brethren,
that whosoever perisheth, perisheth unto himself;
and whosoever doeth iniquity, doeth it unto him-

self; for behold ye are free; ye are permitted to act
for yourselves; for behold, God hath given unto
you a knowledge, and he hath made you free;

He hath given unto you that ye might know
good from evil, and he hath given unto you that
ye might choose life or death, and ye can do good
and be restored unto that which is good, or have
that which is good restored unto you; or ye can do
evil, and have that which is evil restored unto you.

And now my beloved brethren, behold, I declare
unto you that except ye shall repent, your houses
shall be left unto you desolate; yea, except ye
repent, your women shall have great cause to
mourn in the day they shall give suck;

There were many who, when they saw that their stones
and arrows could not touch Samuel, repented and ran in
search of Nephi. Nephi was likewise preaching, prophesy-
ing and baptizing those who repented, confessed their
sins and asked to be baptized. Most of them declared that
Samuel had a devil and ordered that he be bound and cast
out. Instead, he let himself down from the wall, went to
preach and prophesy in his own country and was never
heard of again in the land of the Nephites.

Conditions in Zarahemla didn’t change much in
the next three years. Most of those who were baptized
remained faithful, and those who chose wickedness contin-
ued in their lifestyle. But
at the fourth year, great
signs and wonders began
to appear. “And angels
did appear unto men,
wise men, and did declare
unto them glad tidings
of great joy; thus in this
year the scriptures began
to be fulfilled.” (Helaman
5:126 RLDS) [Helaman
16:14 LDS]

[t was now 600 years
since Lehi and his people
left Jerusalem. Nephi, the
son of Helaman, who had
been faithful and to whom God had promised that any-
thing he asked he could have because he would not ask
anything contrary to God’s will, had left the land. Before
going, he had given his eldest son, Nephi, charge of the
plates of brass and all the sacred things and records. And,
the record says, no one knew where he went.

Signs and wonders increased, but those who persisted in
disbelief attributed them to the workings of Satan to keep
them in ignorance of the truth. It was not reasonable to
believe that such a person as Christ would come down
from heaven with power to save them! While the believers
began to rejoice, looking to the fulfillment of the prophe-
cies from the time they left Jerusalem, through King
Benjamin’s prophecy so many years later and Samuel’s

WINTER 2005



The Lamb Slain

continued from page 4

prophecy of almost five years before, the unbelievers
taunted them, saying the time had passed and their faith
was In vain. :

Finally, a day was set that all those who believed in what
their enemies called “traditions” should be put to death
except the sign which Samuel had given should come to
pass. Nephi, son of the Nephi who had left for places
unknown, saw the wickedness of the people and went out,
bowed himself to the earth and prayed mightily to his God
all that day in behalf of his people who were about to be
destroyed because of their faith (3 Nephi 1:12-14 RLDS)
(3 Nephi 1:13-14].

...and behold, the voice of the Lord came unto
him, saying, Lift up your head and be of good
cheer, for behold, the time is at hand, and on this
night shall the sign be given,

And on the morrow come I into the world,
to shew unto the world that I will fulfill all that
which I have caused to be spoken by the mouth
of my holy prophets.”

It was the voice of Jesus, the One who was to be born
a child on the morrow—on the
morrow in the land of Nephi, during
the night in Bethlehem! He went
ahead to explain that it was He who
had sent His prophets to tell of His
coming and of the mission that
was His since the foundation of
the world. Again He repeated the
reassuring message for Nephi to take
back to his anxious people; “the time
is at hand, and this night shall the
sign be given!”

And it happened just as Jesus said
it would (3 Nephi 1:16-26 RLDS)
[3 Nephi 1:15-22 LDS]. The sun
went down, but there was no dark-
ness; and the people were astonished.
Many of those who had not believed
the prophets fell to the earth as
though they were dead, for their
plans to destroy the believers had
been frustrated, and they “began to know that the Son
of God must shortly appear” and to “fear because of their
iniquity and their unbelief.”

All that night it was as light as at midday. The sun came
up the next morning just as it always did, “and they knew
that it was the day that the Lord should be born, because
of the sign which had been given.” A new star appeared,
just as Samuel had prophesied. In spite of the fact that some
still believed Satan’s lies and deceptions, most of the people
were converted to the Lord, and many were baptized.

There were some in the church who did not understand
that they were to continue obeying the Law of Moses until
the prophecy of Jesus” death and resurrection should also
be fulfilled. Until His death and resurrection, the work of
redemption for which He was “slain from the foundation
of the world” would not be complete. They soon learned
their error and repented.

It was now 125 years since King Benjamin explained
how it was that the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross could
bring salvation to people of all times since the creation
of Adam as well as those who trusted Him after the cross.
The way was prepared before there was man on the earth.
He was the Lamb “slain from the foundation of the world.”

Nine years after the day the night and the day that were
as one day without any darkness, and after the new star
did arise, people were still looking for Nephi (the father of
Nephi), the present leader of the church. The elder Nephi
had left the land some time before the signs of the birth of
Jesus had come—not long after angels had brought tidings
of great joy to wise men in the land—and still no one
seemed to know where he had gone.

Is it possible that subsequent happenings in the Land of
Jerusalem, where the Nephite records said the Christ child
would be born, may have been related to Nephi’s disap-
pearance? And what of Samuel? Those who kept the record
did not hear of him again either.

[t was “wise men” in the land of
the Americas to whom the angels
appeared with “tidings of great joy”
long before that night when the
shepherds heard the angel message
on Bethlehem’s hills. And it was wise
men who came from the east, who
first told of a new star appearing at
the time of Jesus’ birth. No one in
Jerusalem or in Bethlehem seems
to have noticed.

It was the wise men who went
to Jerusalem to inquire where to
go to find the child born the “King
of the Jews” that they had traveled
for months to worship and to whom
they wished to give gifts. It was
the wise men who followed the star
until it stood right over the house,
not a stable, where they found the
child, not a baby, with his mother. It was the wise men
who were warned by God in a dream not to report their
finding to the king. They recognized the message as
coming from God and departed another way. As soon as
they had departed, an angel of the Lord told Joseph to
take the child and Mary to Egypt to escape the wrath
of King Herod. They left by night, fleeing as the angel
had instructed them. Joseph and Mary were poor. How
do you suppose they financed a trip to Egypt with such
sudden notice?
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y  uring the nine years after the signs of the birth
were given, the Gadianton robbers became very
¥ strong in the land, and many, especially the
== young, adopted their pernicious ways. It was not
until their brash threatenings were clearly bent on bringing
destruction to the whole Nephite society that the righteous
prophet-chief judge of the land, Lachoneus, was able to
convince the people of their sure destruction if they did
not repent and return to the way of the Lord. Prosperity
followed and, as so often happens, a return to pride and
injustice occurred, led by a group of unjust judges. By the
30th year after the birth of the Lamb of God, there was
a definite division of the people between the wicked and
the righteous. Although they had agreed not to fight each
other, the ones whose hearts were turned from the Lord
stoned the prophets and cast them out.

But they could not cast Nephi out. Neither could
they disbelieve what he said, for angels ministered to him
daily, and he spoke with power and authority. His ministry
brought healing to the sick, cast out devils from those
possessed, and even raised his brother from the dead after
he was killed, having been stoned by the people. Fearlessly,
Nephi testified boldly of repentance and remission of sins
through faith on Jesus Christ. Instead of being converted,
most of the people were angry with him because of his
power. Those who received his ministry testified of Jesus,
and all those who repented were baptized. By the end of
the 33rd year after the signs of the birth of the Savior had
been experienced, those who were faithful began to look
earnestly for the three days of darkness over the land that
Samuel the Lamanite had prophesied would accompany his
death. There were many doubtings and disputations among
the people in spite of the many signs that had been given.

It was on the fourth day of the first month of the 34th
year that a great storm, such as had never before been
known in the land began. There was a great and terrible
tempest (wind storm or hurricane), terrible thunder that
shook the earth as though it was about to break asunder
and exceeding sharp lightning that had never been known
before in the land. Earthquakes leveled cities, killing the
inhabitants. The city of Zarahemla caught fire. The city
of Moroni sank into the ocean, and the inhabitants were
drowned. Where the city of Moronihah had once stood,
there was a great mountain. Roads were broken up. The
whole face of the land was changed. People were carried
away by the wind and never heard of again.

The storm lasted about three hours, and then there was
darkness over the land—such intense darkness that the
inhabitants who were left could feel the vapor of darkness.
No light nor fire of any kind could be kindled. There was
not a glimmer of sun, moon or stars. The sounds of howl-

ing and mourning and weeping among the people was
all that penetrated the darkness until they heard a voice
out of heaven.

It was the voice of Jesus calling them and all the peoples
of the earth to repentance. He recounted the sins of those
in the cities that had been destroyed and said that the
devils laughed and Satan’s angels rejoiced at the death and
destruction they had brought on themselves by their iniq-
uity and abominations. He pled with those who remained
who were more righteous than those destroyed to return
unto Him, repent and be converted so He could heal
them. His pleading and instruction filled the three days
of darkness (3 Nephi 4:41-52 RLDS) [3 Nephi 9:13-22
LDS]. He stated again who He was and the mission for
which He came to earth and explained that portion of that
mission He had now completed.

Behold [ am Jesus Christ, the son of God.

[ created the heavens and the earth, and all things
that in them are.

[ was with the Father from the beginning.

[ am in the Father, and the Father in me; and in
me hath the Father glorified his name.

I came unto my own, and my own received me
not. And the scriptures, concerning my coming,
are fulfilled.

And as many as have received me, to them have
[ given to become the sons of God; and even so
will I to as many as shall believe on my name, for
behold, by me redemption cometh, and in me is
the Law of Moses fulfilled.

[ am the light and the life of the world. I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end...
Behold, I have come unto the world to bring

redemption unto the world, to save the world
from sin: therefore whoso repenteth and cometh
unto me as a lictle child, him will I receive; for of
such is the kingdom of God.

Behold, for such I have laid down my life, and
have taken it up again; therefore repent, and come
unto me ye ends of the earth, and be saved.

The people were gathered at the temple sharing
their stories of the wonderful and terrible things they had
witnessed when they again heard a voice out of heaven. A
man descended (3 Nephi 5:11-14 RLDS) [3 Nephi 11:9-
13 LDS], testifying that He was Jesus Christ, of whom the
prophets testified should come into the world. He invited
the people to “thrust your hands into my side, and also
that ye may feel the prints of the nails in my hands, and
in my feet, that ye may know that I am the God of Israel,
and the God of the whole earth, and have been slain for
the sins of the world.” Truly, the way that was prepared
from the foundation of the world had prevailed in the lives
of those who chose that way from the beginning of time

because of the Lamb who was “slain from the foundation
of the world!”
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he attendance of the Sunday and Thursday fall classes at BMF has been evaluated. It has been determined the best
day for classes for the winter session will be Thursday evenings. We encourage everyone to attend and invite others.

THURSDAYS, 7PM -8PM

Date Teacher Subject

January 26 Marlin Guin Treasures of the Deep

February 2 Marlin Guin Prophecies of the Latter Days - Part Il

February 9 Lyle Smith Converting Our Minds, Too-Part |

February 16 Lyle Smith Converting Our Minds, Too-Part I

February 23 Lyle Smith Converting Our Minds, Too-Part ll|

March 2 Dale Godfrey The Legal Setting of the Book of Mormon
March 9 Dale Godfrey To Be Announced

March 16 Aaron Smith The Bible Points to the Book of Mormon-Part |
March 23 Aaron Smith The Bible Points to the Book of Mormon -Part Il
March 30 David Gilmore The Book of Mormon Apologetics

June 26 —August 5 ¢ Ages: 18-24
(high school graduate at the beginning of the Internship)

Application deadline is March 10th

Contact: Bonnie Anderson at bmfinternship@yahoo.com
or Linda Guin at the Foundation 816-461-3722 or bmfoundation@sbcglobal.net

E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGE
OUR NEW ADDRESS IS:

bmfoundation@sbcglobal.net
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LIVING IN COVENANT was the theme

for this year’s Book of Mormon Day for Kids. Considering
our day and time, we felt it was important to teach our
children what a covenant is, the different types of
covenants and the seriousness of covenants. Some have
already been taught and have made a covenant with the
Lord. We hope we have reinforced their understanding.
Some are still learning, and we hope, along with their
parents, the priesthood and this activity, they have
received a greater knowledge of covenant. Our desire is
they will want to enter into a covenant with the Lord.

by Jamie Grohe

God watched over us, and there were times [ felt
He was smiling down upon us. During a morning class,
I heard the children singing as I walked down the hall,
and the purity was so sweet that the Holy Spirit spoke to
my heart telling me God saw this, and it was “good.”

Throughout the opening session, the classes, music,
crafts and games, we tried to tie in the theme with an
understanding to faithfulness, endurance, and forever.

We thank the Lord for the 61 children ranging
from st grade to 6th grade and a wonderful staff.
We are thankful to the parents for their commitment
to the welfare of their children’s souls.

THE THREE NEPHITES SANCTIFIED IN THE FLESH

Now this change was not equal to that which should take place at the last day; but there was a change wrought
upon them, insomuch that Satan could have no power over them, that he could not tempt them, and they were
sanctified in the flesh, that they were holy, and that the powers of the earth could not hold them.

(3 Nephi 13:52 RLDS) [3 Nephi 28:39 LDS] F o
Director:  Val Brotherton 816-694-6031
Date: January 27th at 7:00 PM through January 29th at 1:00 PM
Location: Odessa Hills Campground
Ages: 17 through 24
Cost: $30 if registration is postmarked before January 18th

$35 after the 18th
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IN TIMES OF T
By Beth Spencer R I A L

Rebekah searched through the baskets

of fruit looking for the firmest apples, free from blemishes. As the
oldest of six children, it was her job to find the best fruit for the best price.
It wasn't easy. The tiny jingle in her pouch proved that once again she'd go home with a little food

to feed a large family.
Hoots of laughter broke the quiet hum of the afternoon marketplace. Looking up, Rebekah
recognized a group of boys coming toward her.
“Look what we have here, boys. Its one of those believers.”
Rebekah paid no attention to them as she quickly paid for her apples and turned to leave.
“Whoa, not so fast, Rebekah. We were talking to you.” One of the boys grabbed her arm
and pulled.
Falling to her knees, Rebekah’s basket spilled and fruit scattered in every direction. Blinking
back tears that refused to leave, she began picking up the bruised apples she had so carefully selected.
Suddenly a young man stooped to help her.
“Let her go, boys. If the sign doesn’t come, you wont have to worry about her much longer.”
When the tormentors left Rebekah thanked her new friend, Tomas, as they walked homeward.
“Why did you help me?” she asked.
“I don't like bullies. Besides, I'd like to know more about people like you that believe. I don’t
understand why anyone would keep having faith in a Lamanite prophet if it means you could die.”
“Well, first of all, we have faith in God and we believe He sent the prophets to teach and guide us.
[ was there when Samuel the Lamanite stood upon the wall and prophesied! I felt God’s wonderful
Spirit fill my heart!”
“I've never felt this spirit. Would you tell me more about the prophecy?” asked Tomas.
“Sure,” said Rebekah. “Samuel prophesied that the Son of God would come in five years.
Helll be born in the land of Jerusalem, but God will bless us with a sign so we may also know
of His birth in our land.”
“And if this sign doesn’t come soon, all believers will die. My family thinks the time has passed.”
“I don’t!” Rebekah responded quickly. “I know the sign will come. Very soon there will be two days
and a night without darkness. The sun will set in the sky and rise the next morning, but darkness will
not come that night. Then a new star will appear.”
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Tomas scratched his chin in deep thought. “I suppose if
God can make heaven and earth, He can hold the darkness
back for a night.”

Rebekah smiled and twirled around. “Isn’t it exciting?”
She waved good-bye as she skipped home.

Her happiness faded as she saw her mother’s tear-stained
face. “Mother, what’s wrong?” she asked.

“Rebekah, I was so worried. I shouldn’t have sent you
to market today. The people in Zarahemla have become
so wicked.”

“It’s okay, Mother. God is with us. I even shared Samuel’s
prophecy with someone today!” said Rebekah.

Mother closed her eyes and softly spoke. “What if . . .
what if our faith has been in vain? What if the sign
doesn't come?”

Rebekah hugged her mother warmly. She had an
overwhelming assurance that God was in control. “Mother,
the sign will come. Let’s pray together and then I'll help
you prepare dinner.”

After the meal, the family sat out under the stars telling
stories to each other about Jesus. Rebekah thought they had
more time than usual before the last rays of sunlight signaled bedtime. She checked the sun’s position in the
sky and realized something was different.

Suddenly she jumped to her feet. “Look at the sun!”
Every eye turned to see the sun setting in the sky. At the
same time they realized it wasn't getting dark. All at once
Rebekah’s family was crying, hugging, laughing and praying
at the same time.

As the sun disappeared, they began to see great lights
in the sky. All the people upon the face of the whole earth,
from the west to the east, both in the land north and in
the land south, were so exceedingly astonished, that they
fell to the earth. (III Nephi 1:19) They saw many signs
and wonders in the heavens, and the night was bright
as midday.

The next morning, Rebekah’s family watched as the
sun rose in the sky, and they rejoiced with all believers in
the land. And it had come to pass, yea, all things, every
whit, according to the words of the prophets. And it came
to pass also, that a new star did appear, according to the
word. (IIT Nephi 1:23, 24) Tears sprinkled their cheeks as
they thought of the coming of God’s Son. The Holy Child
Jesus would be born that night.

Note: Rebekah and Tomas are fictional characters, but the story is based
on fact. See III Nephi, Chapter 1.

Answers to Missing Word Puzzle
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Find The Missing Words

Look in 3 Nephi for some of the events of Christ’s birth in the land of the Nephites.
There you will find the missing words below by matching the numbers and spaces.
Find the hidden word which is another name for Jesus Christ.

3 Nephi 1:4  ...Behold, the prophecies of the prophets began to be fulfilled more fully;
For there began to be greater signs and greater (1) wrought
among the people.

3 Nephi 1:6  And they began to rejoice over their brethren, saying: "Behold, the time
is past and the words of Samuel are not (2)

3 Nephi 1:10  Now it came to pass that when Nephi, the son of Nephi, saw this (3)
of his people, his heart was exceeding (4)

3 Nephi 1:12  And it came to pass that he cried (5) unto the Lord all that day...

3 Nephi 1:17  For behold at the going down of the sun there was no darkness, And the
people began to be (6) because there was no darkness when
night came.

3 Nephi 1:23 And it came to pass, yea, all things, every whit, according to the words
of the (7)

CHALLENGE

Besides the hidden name in the puzzle above, there are many more names given for Christ in the scriptures.
Can you find a verse that contains another name for Jesus Christ? Some examples are:

Son of God Light of the World Emmanuel Redeemer Savior and Lord Teacher

What does this tell you about who he is?
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From The Board... The Roof and Beyond

In the last issue of The Witness, we asked for your support to help cover the expense of a new roof for BME We sincerely appreciate the
sacrifice you made to help with this need. Your generosity allowed us to pay about $5,000 of the $18,800 total. We continue to ask for
your assistance with the remaining balance of about $13,800. As an example, any one of the following responses would meet the goal.

Number of

Contributors Amount
552 $ 25
276 $ 50
138 $100
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We also acknowledge your contributions, in other ways, to BMF this past year. Thanks to the
teachers and students who participated in Book of Mormon Days. Also, we appreciate all those who
worked to present The Book of Mormon Day for Kids and the families who brought their children.
There are also many volunteers in the office, teachers and students of special classes, and those who
diligently support us in prayer. We extend special thanks to our Internship director, staff and committee,
as well as The Witness Committee for their dedicated service.

We noticed a significanct response this year
from first-time contributors and trust BMF is meet-
ing the needs of some new friends. Our steadfast
regular contributors remain a financial foundation
for the work at BME. Our deepest thanks extend to
them as well. The individual gifts this year ranged
from a few dollars to hundreds of dollars. Every
one of them, regardless of amount, is seen as the
greatest of blessings from the Lord.

In our deliberations to fund the programs
at BME, we made an interesting observation.

It is based on the idea that “many hands make
light work.” Since our mailing list is currently
about 4,500, if every family participated, it would
only take about $1.66 per month or $20 a year for
each family to meet the BMF budget.

Many restoration branches have contributed
as well. We know the budget process is not easy
and appreciate being remembered in your branch
financial considerations. Hopefully, some new
branches will consider adding BMF as a line item
to their budget this year.

As we report the financial needs at BMFE, we
are reminded this is the Lord’s work. It is only by
his grace and mercy, as he touches the lives of the
people, that we continue the journey. In the midst
of our discussions about giving, we must never
forget the greatest gift of all, the coming of Jesus
Christ our Savior. May the Lord bless you with the
richest of blessings and the peace of knowing Him,
especially during this Christmas season.
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