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Message from the President
Building OurFaith with the Bookof Mormon

.nd Becoming Instruments id the Hands oftheLord

The preface of the Book of Monon states rhat its purpose is to
cdvince both J€w ed Cdlile that Jesus is the Cbrisr. The book is a
valubl€ treas@ in the neds olthe belia€r who se€ks nor ornv to ioin his
Lre  wnh the  Sav 'o r ' s  bur  ro  b r ins  o rhe .s  ro  rhe  Saq; r  a 's  we l ,

Giwing ore! tife to Chrht ed beomine o eftecrive instuen! however.
.equnes tim€ mdwork The time mus!be d€dicated, productive tim€. md
the work . sincere efort md inquiry

In de ofthe greatest semons in the Book ofMofron. Alna a.lmonishes
th€ Zormites to 'houish the word,' so that they night by tairh md ereat
diligmce r,5te ofrle Aui!ofthetree oflife Ou om qu€sr to oblain rlis
hope mutbe $uished al$, so tbat ou lives become singuld ed powerfil
forces lor the cau€ ofchiist

h is ou desne drar FRAA thrcDeh zre ,,?,,,s, ssisl yo jn yor eEons.
Besimins with lhis issue, Ire Mr,r$ wilL more skongly focus on Chiist
dd the principles {d mesace contained in lhe Bmk ofM(mon r'Jl lacets
ofknowledee which give u gr€at€r uddstanding ofrhe Boo! of Momon
re importdt. Intemal evid€nc€s, such as Hebraisns md chiastic Miting
pattms, or dchaeological sites dd discove.ies which tefld to suppon lhe
Book of Momon, .rl will continue to be a pan of Tre ,t 7,ers. But l1l
compel l ine  empha< i<  $ ' l l  be  on  a  rc les  wh 'ch  g ' re  Arearer
d€pih to y@ irquiry dd a bming ddne to be like AMon od dE Sons of
Mosioh. lnAlma l4: 96lneypFise.lCodthartheyhadbed ...instlrndts
in his hmds,... <loss this sr€at dd ndelou work '

All ofls {€ nstrments, eilher effectrre or in€fectiv€, eitur ofgreat
or little value Buildins our falth and tle.efore oDr useldlness nust
come throueh sacrince, 6roueh dedication fld a lrm convlction tlrat
nolhinE will <teter us lrom becomins instrunent3 in his hands.'

Iriqouprayt' ar Fr-AA rhatsemighl accompmy )ou 'n )o! lodeXro
shee, ro uplift ed ro etrich you faith with the pow€.ful testihony of $€

Calendar

Jtrnc13-Auaud5..... .. SummsBookof MomonIntmshiDPros@

July2l-24........ . - ... S$dont inlem r.r€a! Nauvoo, Illinois

July 24 . .. . B@k ofMomon Day, Nauvoo, lllinois

August2l... .. ... Book ofMomon Day, Belton, Missouli

s.pr.mb.r ll ... .... . . .... ... ...... .. Book ofMomon Dax Adrian, Misouri
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Foundation
News

Blft Sprirgs Book otMormon Dty
Thrce hu.dred churcn membeN atle.d€d

FR AA s BooL olMomod Day on June l2 at
rh. Blue Sprin$ Restoration Br.nch
! eNhip stafmcmh€B Jared Ande6o. dd
Amy Wtncomb dircct€d the aoliwilics. Ton
Mirchell presenred "Endnrina ro rh€ End, ' a
slidc presentsrion od onc of lhe more
prcmi.€nr phra6 in tbe Book ofMomon.
Micha€l Cstrost introduccd 'Tslimonies of
J€sus Ch.isr by inc Proph* in rhe Boot of

June 13, rhidca inrms began IRAA5
third- y@ ofcridg ofa six-wek m*/siudy
proaraf, in which you.g p€ople ages
16-22 €ngag€ in classroom study, aflcdd
Icctu.es by eucat spcakcrs nd parlicipate in
B@k ofMmonDatts frNsliecoulry. See

New Sign for Bookstore
FRAA now nas a nuch larg.r sisn

advenisins ill Book ofMomon Booklor.
thanks to the €forrt ofTom D€al. The sien
can b. .asily s€€n from Truman Road.

Cons.esrtior Book Ste*r.ds
Mor€ than fifty cd.grcgations .rc

paniciFting wii]l FRAA ro hosl boolr f.i6 in
wbich stimulaling new materials ale
inrroduced ro conErcEarroN. rtou @uld like
to be pall ofthis .rcitins witn€ss, contaot
FRAA'S bookstor. r€pr.sentativ€ Li.da

Jahn wcl.h rs an anme, akd pnle\ot ot Anghan
toria Unnc^tr. He hos orthoad nun"mu" aflrIc' and
hoakr on th" Boah ofMamn In 194- rc w6 a AL"r \paL"r
at FR4A'S Boot ol Manoh Da! at the RLDS
Adnoliun, and in I99l he spake dt FP,4A s Utah ReAiorul
Book ofMom@ Cmleme.

One nost inportdt fuclion of lh€ Book ofMomon is
to convey ro the mod€m world powertul testimoni€s ofthe
divine mission dd esentiaL attributes ofJesus Cbrnt, to
the convlncjne oflne Jew sd Cenril€ that Jesu is dre Cbnsl
the tEmalsod rue face)  TheBoo lo fVonon,sacon-
rmcDc $rhe$ for Jesusch' n be.a-ce r( Mi e-s Feel.
rhs 'ed  .he I  persona"es l .mon.es  o l  h 'm B.
sd'n nC&d.orprincrherreqrinonier wecd serhat
rhey d€ hoth sjmild md difi'erentr while aar€€ina in tnen
bsic uufisdd docuines. L\q dime' ia Urei ehphGisrd
syle. Most interestingly, the athibules ofJesB enpbasizd
bj rhe @06p'otlea m de N.phie reord\deonen $e
afrihutes with wlich €ach prophet especially idmtified
becau"e of hn own rprrirual experiences. csllines. qnd
ndividual circDstances

Jesus$6peao l " l  yk /oMronmr  Booko lVonon
propher (  He ippeared ro  .evera l .  nc lud 'ns  -eh i
l l  \ cph i  I  31 , \eph. rnNeph i32- l \ . Jacoba l lNcph i  I  6 r -
6bJ ,  Monon .Vo 'mon I  lo ) .  rhe  bro 'her  o f  Jared
€rhcr l :?7-?3), &d Mo.oni (Ether 5 40), as well as ro th€

A I Book ol vonon p'opLet, t"uenr -mo'e o 
'$r"

(Mosiah3;III2r cf Jacob3 s-6)thesde wo.d ofbelief
in tesus Christ In visions, public speeches, ddrersonaL
statdenrs, rhey g?ically declded ( I ) that Jesus n the Son
of cod, (2) who would cofle dom to eaih io live as a
moi ia l  (1 )  hed rhe  ( .ck .  car  our  de , i l s .  and iu f fe l
pnysically dd spninr.lly, (4) tate upon himselfthe sins of
rhe wo.ld ed redem his people, (5) be put to dearh by co-
cjfixion md lis€ Aom the dead, (6) b.iie to pas tle resu-
recron ofa l nanlind dd (7) udce allpeopk i $e lai
day accordine to thenworks

Alra rn\ired Lhe 7o'milepoor ropldr thcr seedof fa'rh
in theirheds The specifi c wo.d that he lrored them to
plml Gee Al,na l6: I96-200) appeds to epitohia the basrc
Nephrle Fsrimony embracins these seven poinls

The propheb olfie Book ofVomon rerdldly refene6
ro fie"e poin_{$hen de) esr,fiedof.lxhl Accordmel).
on @olher occasion, AIDa essentDlly rehedsed rh€ sme
se\elpo'nrs 'n lhe !rq olcrdeon dd e{p'essl} iden if.ed
thenasrhe testimony which is inne (AIhas:23)

No doubr Lhese poinls of_e5_inony *se d.sulled fiom
rhesords of U-eNeph leprophe.svhohadpreceded Alma
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ariehrn Young Unive6ity

AIL s€ven elements cm be found
scattered throuclout the M,tinSs
ofNephi 0Nephi3 32 87,5r237-
244;ItNcphi ll 2l 23),Jacob
( I I  N .ph ,  6 :3 -36) ,  Ab lnadr
0!4osiab 3:32-3?), md Benlmin
Mosiah l:97-106) 1t appeds,
lowever, that ALna molded then
into a concse sratement ofbel,ef
that *as esp€cially useful in the
newly establ6hed chrhes ,n thc
ldd of Zd$ebbove.wh,ch he

This basic pattern of belief
peBisted ro the end ofNephite

civiliatioa as is renected in one
of Moronr's last t€stif,onies
of Christ found 'n Mormon

Bu,lding upon th,s found
ational testmony of Chnst, each
Book o f  Mormon p .ophc t
accemed certrin arnbutes of
Chisi Judgn8 sinply from lhc
names and t i t les  used in
rcfcmnAtolheLord,Ne cansee
tley tesnficd ofJesus n then oM
indrvdut ways, revealng lninas
about Christ and also about

LEIII

Frod the visions od relela'
tions he received, r€hi hew the
tender ncrcies of tlre promned
Messian The swrvng words of
Lch i  con tarn  sone f i f i€en
drlTerent lrles that refe. to th6
Cod, $c Onchesawdescending
out  o f  the  n ,ds t  o f  heaven
(I Nqrh, t:3) Except for five
comnon ls rae lne  te rns
in f .equent ly  used by  Leh i
(  God,  Lord , "  Lord  God
Aldighty, Holy One, and''Holy one oa Israel ), all ol
Lch ' ' s  dcs ienat ions  c lus le r
roud Edempbve md medialing
functions of this Messia! Leni
mostoftcnc.llshin aMessitu\"
'' thc lvicssrah, " the tru€
McssEh," the holy Mesiah.

Redeemer, or "thy Redeemer "
In addinon Lehi lem€d nom the
sgel tbat this Rcdeemcrwould
be c.lled lhe Lamb ofcod
Leh; s messi.nic terhinology
man'fests srearer variarion th3n
dra t  o f  any  orner  Book o f
Momon prophet- bd Lehi h the
otnyone everro call therord .
Savior'(INcphi I a), aprophct"
( l  Ncph '  3  a ) ,  .he  erea l
Med,alor' (ll Ncrhi 1:r re-l2r),
o r  " l t s r  f ru i rs  un to  God

Thesc points take on sdded
meaninsinthecontextof Lehi!
personal expenences To Lehr,
who fled liom Jerusaleh od the
lands of his lnhenrance, the
N,les$ah would be, above all. a
Redeener wlo would come to
restore lle fallen, the lost, ed lle
dsplded He *odd restorc thcm

i
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tPow,tur P.Bo,,t r4tiho,i4 lNM ttr

to the ldds oftheir rnh€ntancc.
Ee alone is s€€n as the great
Mediatoi'who males 't possible
for all people to choose betlveen
eood dd *il (II Ncphi I I I 6-
l2r) ddthercbybe rcdeemed sd

Lhi emphasizd Cod snrcy
10 all nantind (I Ncpbi l:13) Of
all Book of Momon plophets.
h€  spoke esp€c ia l l y  o f  the
'lnultitude of his rendermerc€s
(INcphi 2:47;ct I 2l-23), ofhis
''lnfinite 

soodness (II Ncphi
I:22-23),sdofthe msof his

Unlike most orhe. Book or
Monon proph€ts (who also
sefled as kinss, judees, and
nililary L€aders). Lehi w.s
€xclusively a prophet. He slood
lmly n th€ radition of hraehe
prophecy ltenc€ Lehi was
readily od uiquely inclined to
ldentily J€sus as a proplet'
(I Ncphi 3:4; ct Dcurcronony
l3il5i Codwillraise up unlo
lne€ a lrophet" lik€ uto Moser,
6d to nake slecial nention of
the tact that anoth€r prophet
*ould prepde the way of $e
Lord befor€ his conins (I Ncph,
3r8; cf Isaiah 40:3). Lehi! strons
hra€lile roots d€ aho appd€n1
in his r€feren€ to the Lo.d as th€
''fi.st fruits' rhat typically

Lehi lnew mdy things abou!
tne coning M*sian, but noi
ev€rrthi4 fte nme of Chnst,
lor qmple, w6 appd€ndy ltrst
revealed to Jacob alter Lehi's
d,"a!h ([ Nepni 7:5-?), md it sas
Nephi who disclos€d later yet
that rhe Messilh s nme shall be
Jesus Chikt, tle Son olGod"

NEPIII

Nephi followed his farher 'n
uine the naes of 'Me$iall"

"Redeend," d<l Savior, buthe
inFodDc€d seve.al oiher tems

THEWTTNESS Summer1994 6
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5nd conc€p1s as he obta,ned
ereater underslanding of his
father'svisions. The ndes that
Nephi used for Chrisr.eflect this

Most 'otablc smong rhcsc
nmes de those that reflect the
sonship of Christ. On twenty
occEions, Nephi identifies J€sus
either as rhe Son ofcod," the
only beeonen Son," th€ only
becotter ofthe Father," th€ Son
of the everlasrine God, lhe
Son ofthe Etemal rather, ' the
SonofiheLivineCod, theSm
ofth€MostH,gh God,' th€ Son
of Righieousnss, theSon," or

Nelh (vho himdlhrew what
it n€mt to be persecuted for
neheounes' eJG, bofi by &os
ar Jerusalem and by his o*n
brothers) r€fered sixty tines m
his wilincs to J€sus Chiist as
''ihe Lob" or'the Lub ofcod'
(as fie d8el caued hin), befit
tins the divine ofle.ing of hG
sacrrf'ce After N€phi s time.
howev€r, tb€ phrase Lmb of
Cod nrely appeds in the Book
orMomon (peftaps sh€€p wde
less comon in rhe New World)

As rule. and teacner ofhis
people, NAhi en!'hasize<l tbe
tul€rship ofchris! the olly tru€
God wlo would ever come
N€pni pdicul&ly saw Chnst s
the ultimate souce of life bd
laq the only one in whon th€
law would be tulfilled (II Nephl
l l  26-34 ,11 :45-51)

ABINADI

Abinadi stdds out as a lone
prophetic voice, singuldly ad
courageously decryinc rhe
petue^btu ofKirgNoah ed his
priests Ane.spending two yeus
a a tusiriv€, Abinadi retumed to
the crry ofNephi by hinselfto
deliver his proph€iic wminss
aDd condennations Ee was
alone in his preachins, alone in
his tenacrous rebuttal agaimt

Noah s coud, ud alone in the
flanes of nartyrdon. Ee
sufer€d. m imocent victin who
had done no evil, altlough fou
different lesal allegatio.s wer€

The altlbutes of Chrin
describ€d by Abinaru corelat€
readily with his experiences
Prihril, he depicred Chris! s
one who would innocenrly
surer, alone, 10 redeen his
people Thre€ tines Abinadi
emphatically osened that Cod
himselfwo d hed the iniqunies
ofEis people W€r€ il not lor
rh€ atonenent, which God
hinself shalnukd' M6ian3:5)i''God him€rshould 6n€ do$
ahone the child.en of nen
Mosian 3 l3)r "Cod himselfshall
code doM among rhe chil&en
of nen, and shall r€d€em nis
people" (Mosiah 3 23) That
major point of enphasis lor
Abnadi was also a ne* fomula,
lion No other Book olMomon
proph€t befor€ Abi@di had ud
drose *d wd<ls (and @ly AlrB
<loes so after hint sc. Alma
19 97) So unequivocal was
Ahinadi's fofrulation that th€
priesls ofNoa! found it the bsis
of lheirblsphnychdge: For
lhou hasr said t!a! God hims€r
should cone dom donc th€
chil&en of nm" Mosid 9:u-
12) Jut d Abinadi himsef@r
down alone into rhe pn of



cedain nartJrdom tr\a! awaited
nin in Noaht cout, so cod
nimself would cohe nto the

Th€ doblnant featn.€ of
Abinadi's teacling is abour
rcd€mptim6d the fact lh.t i!wil
cone dnough sufferins. (The
words'rede€n or"redtuption'
alpear nrneteen nmes rn
Abinadi's wods ) DespileCod s
oiC}ty power, he himselfwjl he
.oplressed" and afflicted'
O/osiah 8:14). Abinadi &€w
those wrds from the prcgheies
oflsaiai tbat the s€ret wodd
b€ deslis€d adrejected ofmo;
a na ofso@s, od acquintEd
withg.idt adicted ..Woud€d
fo. utusgrcssions,...
ople3sed. dd he was amicGd"
(-Isaiah 53:3-7; Mosiah 3:13-22).
As Gaiah prophesied, he hath
poued out his soul sro d€ath '
(Is.ish 53i l2; Mosbn 3:2?) Of
a[ book of Momo. prophets,
Abinadi was similarly calle<l
upon to sudender nis will to
Co4 €vd uto death by ftr€.

BENJAMTN

A.ound 124 B.C., King
Benjmin received fron the
ms€l of ihe Lord ! slccinct
expld.tion ol the atonins
nission ofcnlisr (tlosirn I 93-
129). Tlos€ words b€cue th€
centerliece of Benjanin s
speech, durirg which h€
amomced to hb people 1|E! his
son Mosiai was deir new kine
Mosiab lrlsl5; l:53-69) ed
g*e the peopl€ a new Irme ihat
diltinguished then above all

On a dEy when the newly
appoirt€dkins mmaly r€ceived
his new coronalion nane nd
!i!les, B€njamin rolennly
disclosed for ihe first time a
e*en.led nm€ ol Jesus Christ
mdE ve it lo the dtne multi$rde
by way or cowendi The n€w

m€ t€stiffed that rhe Savior
woddh€ called Jsschrist th€
Son ofco4 the rader ofheavm
md e.n! the C.eatq ofall thirss
ftom the beainnine" (Mosiah
l : r02)

Bdlmin s speech, richw6
deliv€red at the teorle in
Z&?henla wh@ blood wifices
we.e routin€ly perfomed dder
the la* ofMos€s (rvfosiah r:30).
ebphated nore tbe ey oth€r
aslect of cnlisfs minishy rh€
atoning fsctions of his blood.
Foutines Benjminm€ntioned
the blood" of Cnrist in
comection wirh the aton€ment

O,,Iosiah I 107,1u-Il3), andtle
p€ople oswered iin sayinB,
" appLy the atonins blood of
Chiis! (N{osiah2:2-4).
Othe. Book of Mormon
proplets had previously spok€n
dd woDld lattr spes* ofhavins
then CmmB wshed white in
the blood of the L@b, bu! no
lrophet eav€ such clea.
inlomation abour th€ atoning
work of Chnst's blood its€lf or
placed such c€ntrat atienrion on
the faci that christ's blood
actually wouLd be spilt.
Benjmin alone &scribed Jesus'
bloody sweat coming from €very

by
Brenda liimblc

']lle centol focus ofthe Nw T*tment ed 1hc Book ofMormon is
lhe Mssi.h. Thcs€ scnptuG tesri6, ofrhc bcaut sinplicity, ed poM
ofhe lowe ofcod drouen the mi.istry and ultimalesacrifice ofJ€sus
Chrisl on &c cross Tnrcugh the lailh ofHis followrs, this mesaSe
h$ b€c. kepr alivc doM through thc ages. In thcNry World, ilva
Mincn o. nctal Dlales by the Nephtl€s, no* know d the Book of
Momon It can b€ found in lhe oral Uadaton ofrh.lndius r€gardihg
tb€ Bcddcd Wnit€ Cod. Ii can also bc found in th€ symbolism id
Mesom€ricd @ha€olqy.

Scriptural Origin of the Feathered Seroert
The fearhc.cd serp€n! synbol of rhcr most impotul Cod, is

widespr€ad lhrouahour Mcsoam€rica The Maya rcGr ro hid 6
Kultullon or Gucuna&. The Azlecs and rhe Tohccs *nd nim 6
Quelzalcoad Althoush the idea ofusing a f€atbcrcd serpe.r slmbol
may scm forcian, and peftaF even cult-oric.rcd when viryed lom
ou nodem cultunl peBpeciiw, h dami.ation ofpo$ible oigitr of
its usage may show a deepcr memina- 6nc b6ed in scripture.

And th. pdpL spd*. d|dits Go.l, azd lgaiBt Maks..
And th. Lor.l wqErr eryehh dtunA tr. peaple, a"d rh.y

bit rlte p.oplet dzd nt.h pzopt oflsta.t di.d
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e.atas@.d,ar6o.)

Th.tutore lhe p.opl. care to M66, and
sdi4 ".-ptu! u,lo the Lord' ntat h. will ta*e awd!
the s.,p.ntsfNn /t" And Moa lralzd ld t

Ard th. Lod soi.l u^to M66. Mak thee d
Ji.lr s.?pe"t, aa.t sd it rPon z pole; anA tu shd
con. 1o p6q thdt 4.rto,e ltd is hith, th., h.
l@kdn upoh it, sha li'z

And Mos6 ha.L a serpel ofbrss, ah.t pul
it !po" a pote: ahd I came to pass, that iJa soP.,l
hadbi et atf har, |9ra hz h.hekl tL s.rp.rt oJ
6.6s, ,z nwd (Numbe6 2l :5-9)

Undc6tsnding the siglificmcc ofthe frery
scrpenl being nis€d up by Moses in ore
wldemess can bc 'n.'cicd byreadinA

believed to have fiBr settled in lhe Guarcmal.n
nighlm.ls ed El Salvado.

The N@h1tcs, recoenizins the signifioancc of
rhc rscords whioi rncy had brousht virh rhen,
Muld h.ve souAhl *ays ro sb.te this infomalion
wili lhos€ witb whom lh€y asocialed O.€ mcans
of doinglhiswcthrolghthe useofslmbolssucha

rheJeatheled serpenl
In sp eaking o I lhe featiered seeenl,

Kail Taube states, , .us?"., /,at
th. s.ryert |9i'g is a

plbn.tic A.ri.z t1rortuli4 a
ftarrirs lo, "sk!," 1:he
eorrls for "skr" a"d

At.l as Mos.s lilte.t Lp
the s.tp.rt i, tle eildmes'
s.h so st01l1l'2 Son af ndr
bz lilted up; rhd |9hon.ver
belie".lh o, lin shorld not
p.rist, bzt taw dmat lile

Svmbol Usrse in Lrnquaqe Development
Some oflhc oarlicst cxahplcs ofthc scrpcnt

synbol in M€soamerica ..1^t a e i' tAe Lzt.
Pr.ct6sic P.tiod, on caned 'tunlnen1s of kapa,
KaninaAurn, and dhd arlt sit6 of th. Pacilic
Slope an.l Guatenala Eishtdr.rr I Thc L.te
Precl6sic Period, 300 R.C AD 300, lics *cll
within the Nephite linc Loe. -l he Ncphitcs arc

"serpe"t" arz Aeneralu
,ahophorous in Mqa, ldn-

Pas.' a,d th42 are fnqzat
slbstitttioas h.t*.2n their

rcsp{tiw tilths in Cl6sic Mdla hiate

Thc fiery serpent M a t'pc a.d sh.dow
ofchrist sho M 10 cono. This sN
rciteraicd by Alna in the Book ofMomon 6
hespokcbL\eZormites:

Behol.l, h.1!6 spaka ofhr Moscs; !d, dn.t
bel'al.l, a Op. 116 tuied up in the eild.rn?ss, thcl
tbMer tould look upan it misht I . Andmn!
.lid look aM lir. (A16a t6 r9r)

God*d tryi.sloshowthe peoplelhat, ahhoush
they had sinn€d lerinsr Hln, all rh€t had to do \m lo
dsds laith lhrou8l obcdictuc to Hs commmdnent
iocodcbackinioHisp$ence. Inthisc6e,He6ked
rhe pcoplc b simply look upon lhe blen seqent ad
$ey would bc hc.lcd Aft( Chnst *6 lrtted up on
lhe cross, **rc ro lookupon FIim in failh 10 be
heal ed ofou ami cd ons or discacs and foraiven ou r
rmsgrcssions. However, we are told in I Nephi

Ad h. Idbor tthict the! I'ad to t.tofln
e6 to look! an.t be.aLk 4f i. lh,pten.s oItr.
td!, or the e6in.s oJ it, therc re*e nz,'! teho

app% to be plrcal oh the tira 10 d.lir.at. ord
rullin thc ndion ol"*j" h.n.e the uNbt s
(atoth.t wlLnnottn skr tnhot) frequennr plocpn
u".rd fi. houtioJtr. Rean. TI'zs, dt'erthzz
lelinihE or. I'a/tiulor ntiq, n'. vrlent iing mr
sinpb tu k ar! hitl to tlhich it is atto.hed 6 a

sbphit tettt.,.. Tlus, )ih./.as the
Yucstec vor.l "*an' ,t.ars "snake,"

"ka d"" sicnilies
"t.I.stial thi,t.".- Th. sar!.nt hea4 'e',

O.e posvble leason lhat Jkl and serpent zrc
rclarcd in Maym llnsuagcs is tha. rhu Nsphire senle6
dovolopcdlhc symbol b conv€y rheconcepr ofrhe
*rpentbeinglitedupinlhcwldcmess Considering
th€ bmzen serpent*6 to be atype
and shadow of Chnst, n
should comcasnosuDrisc
lha l  the  peop le  o f

ro  usc  thc  n .6cs  . f
Que lza lcoat l ,  Kuku lkan,
meanine le 4t he rcd s e rp e n t) ro
tsnaiion to rhe Americas

Although a synbol nay havc purc oriAins,
conp.ion ln rb n€aning c.n occur over.ine Jus.6
the brzen serpenl Ms deslroy€d in Old Testhenl
limes by llezekiah because th€ people besan 10
idolizelheo6ject0lKin8s l8:4), comption creptinlo
rhc usc of rhc scrpcnr symbol in Mcsoamcricr
A l though lhc  synbo l  nay  hawc or ie ina l l y
communlcared aspint!al concept, $e serpenlslnbol
so onen sen in catuings on lareFperiod brildinas may
be more rcnective of Lamanite innuence involving
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FolNDArroN rcr Retsf$ oN ANcrm AMsrocA

1994 Summer Internship Under Way

Ti. plos aie ltd; the tnleF
wiM arc don€; th€ selections
madc; thc stalf is r.ady; thc
nindina is in pl@; rhe cxcit€ment
is bigh rhc 1994 IRAA LteGhit
?roerm ho bcau.. In ils lhird
t@, lheFRAAInkship Progm
providd e oppotunig for young
p€ople bci*.n lhe ag€s ofl6 ed
22 ro cam summer incomc whilc
rhey conductdedch prqals md
lcmme of lieBook ola4omon.

Prnicipmts cme iom sel@l
stares dd fron dive$e back-
Amuds. SorebaErc€r€dlhe
entire Book of Momon whtle
odeB re w€ry fdiliar wilh it.

Some come ffom legc €ongr€ea-
dons whil€ oti€6 a.e thc only
Sainlc in lhei. oomunitr€s. sone
havc b navel sisniffcml dilldc6
tod*l in dE notrs oloiher Sainls

In rhc fall of 1993, a commiltee
M lonn€d 1o er€lurcrbcproe@
$d suEs€slchdg6 *htch would
mhance th€ pro8@ ad ibwaluc

Cdsisl€nrwid lhe diEotion or
rhc Bo.rd ol DLecroF, a oajor
focu ofihe prcgm wiu be o. th!
mGsasc oflhe Book ofMomon
ad dcvcloping rhc ability to shm

"s*i" Mtu tupt4 |ud.rb c tt.

rhat mssase. Both olss6 dd
pmjocs will rcn€ct this foous.

ln addition to classcs and
pojecrs, rhe i.rds *iu p.rrion
pat in congregalional Book of
I,fomon D6rs awll 6 ul<c ios
ro sew€ral arcas of hisrorical
significance to tbc R€stodtion,

We wisn io thank thc n.ny
indMduals and @nerceari@$ho
have so g€n€.ously provided
inmcial supporl for this wortn-
whil€ cndeavor We 6klhatyo!
onlinue you pnyqtul suppon a
w. cmbark on tiis .xciting
sumdoflming sd adtr.tF.hd'ud!i\|h.'w6@'

idolMship As Paul Hanson onc. note. Co"lttu"
,.salts a as d distin.tion is had. b.ttQ, th.
tde6io, oJ the sthbol dml te srnbot ier 3

UnliLe the tton. tdbols tound in lTtcsomcnca. lhe
dcagc oftheBook of Momon h4 not been co@pted
It cdains tod.y s ir M *incn, pure ed beautitul, a
sinple bul powcrful testimony of Jcsus Chrisl.

&ldr4d6ehleFwidgNo6'l. l$7

@ acsttrdqqt4kted@tu
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porc in ansuish fo. his pcoplc

Intereslinsly, Bsnjamin lntcd
lhe aioning blood ofchrist widr lhe
tull @ec of atonmenl concepts
uderrhc lawofMG6t he NWd
the people lfiat Cnrhas blood
atores for lne sitr ofdl$sc$tio
nwbh thcrolvcs md icpcnt ed
for ih€ sins of thosc *,ho haE
fallen hy the lrans8.ession of
Adsh, wfio hawc dicd nor
knowina the will ofcod concem
ing dem, or who havc ieno.elly
simed (N{osian l: l0?). The n€cd
und€r rhc lae ofMosd to aione
ev€. for si.s conmnted in
isnorance is sllied in Numbe6
15:2?-29,6dsuchiniquities wr€
ofpdicular rer$t o. the Day of
Atonemeni, when rhe scapegoal
cried away "all lhen iniquili6 '

I. addilion to tne atoning
dimensio.s of Chrisf s blood lhal
w@ ofsp@ial nolic€ 10 Bajmin,
tlr€ Inrdt kinsshiD rc probinenl
inBcnjmin s rslimony ofJcsus
Thal is nol surprising since
B€bjminMaslrde, bdcvolcnt
kirg. B€njamin reen€d farmbly
10 lheLordd the h€avc.ly King'
*ho w righteously rcprescntd
by the eaahly kins O4diah l15l)
dd uniqucly spoke five tines of
lhd Lo.d s b€inA omnipoienf
Orcr.h I 97-93, l16-113,122;
3:21). CoNistentwilh Benjdinh
personal inter€sts and cncufr-
stac6 in lif€, he M lhe onlyBook
ofMomon wiier dc. 10 use lhe

(L.aL lar Pafu It a! fin dni.k
in th tnc , tn  .a l rh .M.s)

Pnuijh.db'F,A3M's'odlbD^enl
Root tiryry ]t h6 bed dr.d bl
Fea\ .dib4 ht fh. wu$

Iend k Dd.k4 o.f the tu* ot
M.md Jm ltu |ee1 s4t?
srryattun. (FP.aA atie: this baar t]
ia boot:'tot.) u,.d bt pemistbr.

Faithful Souls:
A Book of Mormon Day in

Miami. Oklahoma

,^mid$ native  nenc.n
leaends and the fla! plains of
norihca* oklaloma is n6tled thc
smatl roM ofMiami as Datc
Godncy.ndl lcft ihc,ntcBtarc,I
could n.thelp rhmhinghowmuch
Miamireminded De ofso many
hamle ts  and v i l laAes lhave
v'sii.d in sourhem Missouri and
rhroushout L\c MidEst. In $ese
. rc$  smal l  g rcuns  o l  Sa in ls
siruE€re couFgeourylo suRrve j
n,lcs n.n oth0 branchcs aid
cxlcndcd fclloship But !h6
older toM. peacetuI an{l iicndlx

We hcld . worship scrvicc
S!turday niAhr lnrhd fi nc ficiliry
whlch h6 bcen rcc.ntly cxpmdcd
thou8h rhe gencrcry ofonc of$c
town s cnusns and renodeled
$roueh lhe hddlo* orlnc Srinls
Thc  sp , r i t  o f  God was in
attcndancc d thcs. laiihful souls
cagerly pr.yed rnd tcstificd of
Chn$and shdcd tncntsdmoiies
oflhe Book ofMomon I w6
.verwhe lmcd by  rhc  s inccrc
praycrs  . l  thanksg iv lng  on
.ur bchalf which lhey ofercd
Aft.r thc scrvice, thcy held a
wondor fu l  recepr i .n  fo r  a l l
whocmc Wc coneEed for qurc
sonc tnc ahout rhe goodncss

On Sundry ower nfty peoplc
sathcrcd lo paniciparc in stidc
andudeopres€nb rns ,sccnew
bookslore matenals, and 1e3rn
norc of lnc mission &d &rvitics
ofrhcloundation Thehighhahr
ofthc morrinA was a ncwshdc
senes enritlcd lndurinA ro rhe
Lnd, pr.scnlcd by Ddlu W(b

asutucc hd inssh si{n ofthc
Spirit. hc inrcrwowc scvcral
rcs t lmon les  o f  the  Lord  s
novemenl  in  h rs  l i fe  * r .h
counc,l and reassunnce ro !h€
Sa in ts  o r  Miami  A l te r  an
excellent lunch proudcd by thc
congregarion ed a hcdlilr Lh.d(
you roMB Fink for hcr gracious
hosptrallry .nd lodgng, it *6

S.y,ng goodbyc v6 diincult.
 s *e oncc asain hcadcd back

hcarts r.nalned there wiL\ thosc
Saiirs. Wcscnscd rhcnsrruggles
but aho rhcr commitmcnt to
Cod s calling to cndurc to rhc
cnd We look f.turd ro L\c ncr:l
oplJotunlty lo mcd with rhcm md
unril lhallime bidrhem godsFcd

we .fim, as did Jewel and
Waync Knk, Nho latei Morc tr
us fro'n Mianj reg.rdine tbc
wceksnd, Wc wcrc minisrered ro
fronth.bcgin.ioe .Wefel.ihc
LodssedDKd' 

ltrE

cbn$, bsue ofou faih.'
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Alha llousrok h |tul! a nab oJ eteat lahh. I JiB na Alna 26 years aEo at a younE
aa& dawhture cdnp in Whihs Ee,as a hard\|orLinayouns lavafamer*hotds
dfli.halhh biflhvithcerebralpalry. l feh sonlfor Alna in his handi@wed.otditiM
wthih dlev dats, havevett listerinato hin beartalianttestinohtotJes*christad hov
the Lo'd had blessed hin all the dars ofhis lik, I been to Mlize that his limit4tiohs -erc
onu physical. Alha eas d \pintual gtant. Eis lahh and Areat desire ta sene the Lod
hde touched the hea.ts ol hlaht peaple at ,adh cantps, reMiow, ahd ant pla@vhere his
tesinont is shaed Sevenl red8 ago Alha ||as odained to the oJtrce ofPiest inth.
Aorcnicp esrho.A dt he Decaturcir! Reearatior Rranch HetttesMdsm lamhea,
Edqleeille, Ia||a, and continres to wit'es fo.Jesus.

In Caada in rhc lar€ 1960s
the oldc. yourh garbcrcd o.€
August for a wcek ofadrcdl!re
cmp. On€ d5y Barbaa Snilh
wilki.ff 6ked me ifl had €wr
readinoBookofMomon My

I had rcad ihc Dockine ahd
Cow€nors 6on core. ro cover
thc ycr bcfoie, and I believed
it 1o b. th. ttuc word of cod.
Bur it B veiy bard for m€ to
sl doM md r€a4 b€ins arouns
fmer aith oc.cb.al palsy and
so tned at nient. I had lned ro
r€ad rbc Book ofMormon but
.mr could get Ery ti!, only
about 20 p.aes. The. I lost
interql But this rimc I wadr€d
to know morc and had a
challeng€ lo sd lh. book fnm
6v€r to cd€r i. o.c ycd.

I h.d pr.yed and l6led 10
hawc a bener undersland,nA
Hawing faidr in J6us Chisl,I
fiied again,lhis lime reading a
Pasc or M oi mor at n'ahr 'n
ny qui€[oon, akins lhe Lord
ro ielp me 10 bc su.ccssful rn
@hing ny goal for that yea.
Edlyonemomi.g,wbcnlhad

King Bcnjrmi., Ald.. Mormon, and
Moroni, 16 mcniion a feq who haw liEd
in faith and done a areal rcrk in prepeh8
their p€oplc to liw. acco.ding io God s

The Lord ha blst me mmy lim€s shq I
had dcsit ed put lbrlh d elfodto !€ad th€
sciprur€s bd t$timonies ofotheG aboul
God's blcssings id thcr li*s even tod.y in
lee4 @

Mv Testimonv of
the Book of Mormon

By Alns Eousron

20to 60 pagesyel to read, I
M visited by a pereegq
1 am nol surc if il *d a
dr€am oi a vision, but I saw
himfaccrofacc Hc did nol
spea*10 me. But hc lookcd
a fiou8h he 16 hsppy ad
plebed lhat I p6 .€ading
the Book ofMornon H€
was lhe.! only a fcw
seconds, and thcn h€ lcn. I
o wryihrlfil fo.this cx-
p€non.c bccausc fiom oEt
time lonh, I lemed 1o fc61
ondercrdso esschist
I hawc ricd ro study and
rcad ro get a bener unde}
srmdi.g and !o lnow ofthe
Spiil ofcod mrune in ihc
liv€s of ncn ofold who
loved the Lord od scl d
€xmpl€forlh€npeoplcro

I know this record is tru€
and tha l  the  Book o f
Momon M teslated dd
brcught fonb by dr€ powr

To n€, 1r h sidpl€ md plain
to fe€l Godt spirittoday l
read tho {rds ofN€phi, 6@de,Mtuor)
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I lggl6tore"''na Much ;14gfglBelieve inFRAA BOOKSTORE

Did You Know?

WeAlso Carry lhe Followine Itens:

Maeeins
Quict Fihdus

Musical Cossettes
Edu.ationol Cassett s

F a hi It A d ir i9 Wo I kI,@ tr
FRA-{ T Shins & Rass

Frun d Arrtuork
Gil cenilcotes

Book Marks
FunGanes

Purzl6

We dre Re..iine New Mer'handke Doilr!

RESEARC'II LIBRARY:
FRAA abo hd n.K. ent libmry Jar rhoe oJrou

sho dcnQ b Eeo4h Book oJ Momn topics, vhether
fun ar dfthaeoloSicdl ot lituoq tiewpoini

rt tu hav .hirdt.4 tuiag th.n .rorE!

.tat N. p@Ls dnd edm b that JMekn aan h.n pactu
d Mlultt .tja! th.n vint b

Tlrc Book oaMomon is ! powrtul wihcss ofJcsu
Chrht hs p.ges ar€ lilled with rich, mcaningtul
tcsimonies ofJesus and hisct€malplhofsalvaiio.
Rcccntlyl*.sreadingllNephi,Chapter ll, wherc

Ncphi recorded these Mrds in w€6c 43: Fo.w
l.bor diligentlyro Mi1c, io pcruadcorchildrc., and
also our brerhren, ro beli€ve in Christ, and 10 bc

-l 
he words bclicre in Chrisr' scchcd 16lcap ftom

lhe book inro my hcad I *x rcnindcd ofa vcry
unusual rxpcricncc I witncsscd s€vcrrl yeaB aeo ar
Denver Inremanonal a'rpofr

My i iAht fron Dcnwc. to Kanss Ciry u atcady
boardina when I alived at lhc !ate. rnc airplane M
j.m packed wilh pNse4ers.I colllpsed in my seal,
.nxious !o ger home 1o my lamily aftej a week of
w€lerinary mcctines in Podland, Orcsoo I wts
physicallydrained and needed aaood rest, but mole
mpoendy, I neded a renewed lGtimony ofchrist at
mrk in the lives oaHispeople.

As I scrlcd inro fry scrt, thc flighr aitcndanr
mounccd, Our nieh has bccn owrb@kcd. Any t*!
people whowould be willinalogive up $en seart
will receive $! frec roundlrip lickels 10 dylvhere in
tnc contincnhl U S , smd for .nc ycr "

As I lookcd up ro scc what kind of rcsponsc shc
would receNe ro such a ac.erous of€r,I notced a
husky nan,. h$ nldrhidf s bolt our of his scatwiln
his*ifcrightbchindhin Thcy rushcd ro thc fronr of
ihc a,rplanc n rcsponsc to thc ftcolickcls Excitedly
lhey followd the fl ishl anendml ofthe plme.

Surely lhey mul have a greal need for lhe lickeb, I
lhought to myself They wr€ so €aaer .o ger rhem. A
Gw minutG lalersometnine happened thai I had newr

Tho (cipicnl of thc frcc lickets ran back onto the
airplanc and stood rr rhc fionr of lne coach
companmenlNhich {$ nlledwith l50pdsc.sc^
Dxuberollyhe raised hisams md with a loud voicc
bledo!r, People, &c Inrd h6 N*ccd @r pray6
We have Uve children on rhe Eat Coat Wc only had
cnouAh moneylo buy rickers io Kss6 City. Wc prawd
th3t thc r{rd would provide a way for us .o r€ach our
childrcn H€ h6 given us two round rrip tickels to rhc
E61Co61 The Lord h6 answered our prayc.s.
Belide ontheLord Jesns Christl'

His oycs wcre filled wilh t€a6 ofjoy d hc rM o1T
rhc anplans lo join his companlon Hc lci a
conprrlmcnt filled wilh srunncd lr$c.c6 to his

A kt bndto
I 'A | ^ . ^  - ,  - I , ^a l

\,Ul I lU 100 Our llew cninren S fl0V l{lU{.]l
uorqGl-fuoz4
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Ghrist, and Deny Him Not
For a fcw no6€nrs, no onc

d@d to speai.; mahy ofus sar eith
our mouths gapi.g op€n in

The 6idrl afl€ndert rcice care
oElh€ speak€rsyst€m. Soily shc
akcd, wlrat do I s.y anfi $ai?
ThaCa going ro bc a rouAh aol 10

My hcd lea9ed*ith joy. Iln*
lhal ny pnlm had been allswred.
As lhelou,lg ncket r€ceiEr shsed
bis ncsh ed wib@l tcslimony of
how th. Lord a.swered his
pnyss,l Glt cxhaulion, lchsioh,

mys€lfifsuoh a blessing had come
16 mc, Muld I have hld dre couts
ag€ and faith io sbdc dyjoy with
150 sF&s€B? I had io admnthal I
would haE pnised ny Lord lor
sucn a bGsins ahd Mlk€d .My

Sinc. rhal qperi@ce, I hawe
lried diliaenrly 10 be a mor€
valiant witnes ofJcsus Chrisl.

Thc Book ofMomon propnds
cou€geously declacd tbcn bclicf
ih J€sus Chrkt,lhe Holy Onc of
Israel. Th€y not only wo1€ ol
Chns! they rclually knewHln.

Ncpli Mitcs: "And w. t:lk of

Christ, we r€joicc in Chrisr, w
prcach olchris! and w wite
rccordins b our prcphai€s,lhat
olr childi€n nay Idow ro whal
sourc€ thcy may look for a

'An.l now behold I say unto
you. rhat rhe righr way is ro
belicv€ in Christ, dd dcny bim
no! ad christ is lie lioly onc
oflsrel; (nNephiII:43,55)

and sEesc leave my body.
Tl'.y we rcplac.d by the
pcacc ofrh€ M6ra s spHr.
I wd d*ply moEd by the
ohildlik faitb ofthis youna
couple who Eut€d that once
thcy gol to Kds6 City, the
Lod muld povide lhe Ey
ro thcn fiv€ children. The
yoEg m& E tull ofjoy
and €nthusism. His eyes
spdklcd 6 hc, with no tee
or hsilation, d€clar€d his
heliefinlhet rdv?homuld

As I looked around, r
.oticed sftral othe6 who
app€rcd 10 b€ bl6sd by lhe
faith otlhatroua oouple. A!
€ld€ny woms sinins near
me rcmowd hq gldses ad
dabbcd hq .y.s with her
hedkschief AbNitKme
across tne aisl€ stopped
rcadinS his n.wspapd; a
gc.llc smilc rcplac€d a
noM, &d rhs ha$h lin€s
dound n6 cr6 sonqed. Fle
fold.d his Wall Streel
Jo!tuldd lekcd oulthc

I l6dcd b&k in ny scat
ed snul my cy€s. I ak€d



A SUIUw'ER
E.ch isue of Ir. llt,5s will cnrry revi4t of books *hich se
bel i€ve wiu be of  Drr t icu l t r  in terest  to  our  rerders.
W. cncoulge you to  order  lh€s€ fo .  your  ch i ldret  or
gnndchildr€n, for your n€ighbors or for p€rsontl growth itr
th. knolledge of our Savior, J€sus Christ.

Buster theBikerSheep

4!grL!!r.Ala.t'&e2 L,kdp-i"* 84.9e
W€ndy lnd thc orhcr sheep bel'eved in th€

siephe.d! Thsy ln* one day he would con€. Bur Burcr
rhought thcy wr€ lrcng. H€ madc tun ofrhc othd shccp
'Il)ey d been shesd onc ro may tinB'he Llou8lt
Then onedatBust reorinrmuble.. wouldthesh€pheld

(/ bae* b t tuhQ ta4 chndrcn to r w, nE sh.phqa.)

Jm Ha**i.s, a 13 ye.r old, had a bad attitude,
6p@iallyaboul.huth Carrh PlimFon vas a fanalic about
studying the scriptures. Bul logeiner thet stunbled upon a
pa$arsMy thal huned lhem into o ecient wrld, inlo the
prges ofrhe Book ofMomon and ajoumey ofsNpense
ed dang€rlhalmuld chang€ thei.lires.
u Loar a44nrr to dk trc Baak c:/ Md oa hv td tdat
P a P h R d ? a 6 6 n u | b ' q . ] a y q r o a )

You,e Iio,s trkMlud"

Tunir Shoes Anone The Ncphit6 t8,9J

Ordinary youg p@ple wirh cxiGordi.ary cou6gc.
Twnly-trc stories offain ed couraAe inrclvins bc *,1'o
&. Laftor Day Sain$. Susans greatest drcan wa to
beome atea.hd. hut in Easl Cemsy, tercheB had lo lech
athcism. Would she have lo EiE up her dream lor h€t

arna !qn' ol k. \|ho naad aPqt )
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BOOKREVIT
Bookr rwicwed will vrry for difierenr rge groq! ud mry bG

orde.ed lhrough your FRAA Book Stdrd, ord€r€d dir.ctly from
rRAA, or obtdoed tluough our bookstore For further inform.tion,
qn (816) 46r-rRAA (3?22) or visit the bookltorc rr 2r0 lvst White
Oek, Independence, Missouri.

Lieine The Book o( Momot 811.9t

Doctri"dl Connentdti* oh the Book of Momo"

A gutde ta underslarding and applying jls
p.inciplcs in bdays wo.ld. Sclcct wcEcs from thc
Book of Mormon r€v€al lhetr applicanon in our

(t' det.nt rcelet tq huni,8 Ntu

TTVING
BOOKOF
MONMON

Th6e commentariG foous on th. host sig.ificad
6p.cr oflhc B@k ofMomon-- docbin€ DMding th€
hslqial into con*di6t topical seclio.S lhee booke quot€
Boo* ofMomon w€Ees, tn.n giw. a ddailcd cxpld.rion
and .ommcnlary lpon the meaning of ins verses,
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