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TESTIFY UNTO THE LORD

Of Your Belief in the Book Of Mormon
by Reading it in the Next Six Months

FR.A A is offering a challenge to all those who believe in the
Book of Mormon. We are asking you to read the Book of Mormon in
the next six months as a testimony to the Lord that you are thankful
for this gift of additional spiritual direction, that you believe in its
message, and that you are committed to making its principles a part of
your life.

Each person who commits himself to this task, both old and young,
willstand as a witness much like the people who respondedto Moroni’s
"title of liberty." As they remembered the blessings of the Lord, so
shall we.

In the summer issue of The Witness, FR.A.A. will print the names
of all those who write to us and tell us they have completed reading
the Book of Mormon. We need your response by May Ist to include
it in our summer issue. Ifyoureceive a special testtmony as a result of
this, please share it with us. We are hoping that this banner of our
belief will encourage and inspire others to testify unto the Lord.

Begin now to read the Book of Mormon to your children and
encourage your congregation, friends and families to take up this
challenge. We believe that your response will bless you and testify of
your commitment to him.

Upon completion, list each member of your family and write to:

FRAA/TESTIFY
210 W. WHITE OAK

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 64050
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Message from FRAA

Obtaining a Personal and Powerful Testimony

Recently an article from a western newspaper came to my attention. In it a man was being intervicwed who
belonged to a church which claimed its heritage from 1830 and had traditionally uscd as its doctrinal basis the three
standardbooks: the Bible, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Book ofMormon. When questioned on the ecmphasis on
scripturc, the man replied, “The Bible is probably an 8 on a scalc of 1 to 10, the Doctrine and Covenants a 1.5, and the
Book of Mormon a 0.5."

The statement troubled me. 1 had always belicved that these three books represented the "word of God," having
beeninspired by the power of the Lord. As such, thcy held equal importance in my life.

[ reflected on thesc thoughts on a recent vacation that offered me quict moments to rercad the Book of Mormon.
In doing so, scveral passages came to my attention. [niNephi 3:202 the Lord said that we (the gentiles) could be numbcered
among thchousc of Israel, but he noted that his commandments must be adhercd to. Second Nephi 12:44 cautions: And my
words shall hiss forth unto the ends of the earth, for a standard unto the people which are of the house of Israel. |
kncw then that we will bojudged from cach book of scripture that he has blessed us with. As wesee in BINephi 13:2,...ouf
of the books which have been written, and which shall be written, shall this people be judged.... I noted further that
Alma admonished that... the portion of his wond, which he doth grant unto the children of men (is) according to the
heed and diligence which they give unto him (Alma 9:16).

I sat looking at this book, a bock inwhich all generations of my family from Nauvoo unti] now, have belicved. It
15 a book for which thousands of unnamed men and women have given their lives so that wewould have a knowledgc that
they knew Chnist. Itis a book in which, according to their faith, God by his power revealed his gospel as a blessing upon
ali who would posscss this land (Poctrineand Covenants 3:11-12),

My cyes then fell upon still another passage, ...deny nat the power of God: for he worketh by power, according
to the faith of the children of men, the same today and tomorrow and jorever (Moroni 10:7).

[ turned the page, noting that these were some of the last words which Moroni would urge upon us....J exhort
you to remember these things...for you shall see me at the bar of God, and the Lord God will say unto you, ‘Did I not
declare my words unto you, which were written by this man, like as one crying from the dead?’' And God shall show
unto you, that that which I have seritten is true (Moroni 10:22-23, 26).

The Book of Mormon is a truc and powerful witness of Jesus Christ. Yet oflen through neglect, inadvertence,
or simply lack of diligence, it becomes a 0.5 in our lives. Then the testimonics and spiritual dircction it could give are
diminished. This issuc contains the testimonics of numerous individuals bearing a witness of Jesus Chnist and his
message as found in the Book of Mormon. Moroni's words, rcaching out over hundreds of ycars, urge all of us to come
unto Christ andwitness of him. Eachofus cando this and obtain a personal, powerlul testimony by committing ourselves
in the next six months to reading or rercading the Book of Mormon. By this act, we testify unto our Lord that we have
belicved his words, and they have found placcin our hearts.

Michac! Gatrost
President FRAA

Calendar

November 19-20 Book of Mormon Day
Followers of Christ Church, Woodbinc, lowa

November 20 Student Intern Testimonics
South Chrysler Restoration Branch, Independence, Missouri

January 7, 1995 Student Intern New Testament Seminar

January 8, 1995 Book of Mormon Day
Restoration Branch of Jesus Christ, Lexington, Missouri
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Foundation

News

Testify to the Lord
On Dccember 1, 1994, FRAA will
initiate an exciting project for all who love the
Book of Mormon. For thenext 6 months, until
May 1, 1995, FRAA is asking cveryone, both
young and old, to read the Book of Mormon. No
matter that you haveread the Book of Mormon
dozens of times or not at all. For these 6 months
anyonc who reads it will have hisor her name
printed in the summer issuc of 7he Witness. We
hope that cach of our rcaders will take this
opportunity to "testify to the Lord" of your belicf
in thc Book of Mormon. Start now, and be sure
towrite and tell us of your successful
complction.

Christmas Children's Book Project
To celebrate the truc meaning of
Christmas, FRAA is promoting its Christmas
Children's Book Project. Designed to allow
members of congregations to rcach out to the
community around their churches, FRAA s
providing thousands of Bible storybooks.
Congregations will witness of the birth of Jesus
Christ and his ministry by giving storybooks to
houscholds which have children or grandchildren.
Each rccipient will be encouraged to read the
books on Christmas cvcor Christmas moming. If
your congregation would like to participate,
pleasccall FRAA without dclay.

Student Intern New Testament Classes
On January 7, the 1994 student interns
will bereunited, to study and lcarn about the New
Testament. Classes will focus on the life and
ministry of Jesus. Scveral instructors will bring
important lessons and principles whichthe
interns can incorporatc into their own lives.

Volunteers with library experience needed to
work with FRAA research bocoks and materials,

Through the efforts of F.R.A A., the witness
of Jesus Christ in the Book of Momion
is being carried to thousands of people. Help
us accomplish this great work by sending
your contribution in the envelope provided
in the centerfold of this issue.
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Summer Internship

In the finer moments of life, when we push aside all the
time consuming, mundane tasks, our hearts are left searching for
something, something that feels honest and true, something that
lasts in this throw-away world, something that brings fullness and
completeness into our fragmented and shallow hives. That something
which eludes so many is a testimony of Jesus Christ, that he lives
as a redeeming savior,
the Son of God.
With that testimony
comes the power to
overcome mediocrity
and a measure of
hope and joy which
fills our empty hearts.

The summer
intemns of 1994 found
themselves on this
quest to know Jesus
Christ and to leam of
the testimony of him
in the Book of
Mormon. Like the
high school and
college-age students
in the two preceding

years, these 12 young
fatter-day-saints
contended with God,
each other, and themselves in a journey of tremendous importance.
For in knowing Christ and understanding his word, they find
themselves, who they are and who they are destined through Christ
to be.

Monument to Alexander Doniphan, early defender
of the Saints, at Richmond, Missouri

Summer momings were filled with classes, lectures, and
discussions on principles of the gospel, witnessing, geography,
archaeology and many other topics related to the Book of Mormon.
Aftemoons were spent in team-building group projects and individual
research on selected topics in the Book of Mormon. Students also
helped on work projects and witnessed at camps, reunions, and
Book of Mormion days. We scheduled services and outreach to
several community organizations that offer help to the aged and
poor. We travelled to church historical sites and to the graves of
several of the Book of Mormon witnesses to read their parting
words of testimony on the validity of the Book of Mormon. All
these many activities prepared the students to allow God to move



=

4 Tbstzmony
of Jesus Christ

strategically within their lives. As always, God did not let focus in life had been redirected to a higher call.
them down. That same call came to the other interns as they

Each summer there seems to be a tuming point shared during the summer: through Misty Maybee’s
when the nterns begin to focus their energies and make dramatic interpretations; the musical talents of Shana
tremendous growth. Last year it was the Kirtland/ Kreuter, Ruth Bailey and Angel McKeg; the steadiness

Palmyra trip and
the testimony
service at senior
high camp. Again
this year at senior
high camp several
of the interns
committed their
lives more fully to
Chnst. [willnever
forget the light in
Angel McKee's
eyes the moming
she shared her
testimony of the
Book of Mormon which she had received at
camp. Nor will I forget the enthusiasm of Adam
Gard. During the interns’ testimony service
Tuesday night, he told of his experiences as
co-director of a youth camp in Woodbine, fowa,
and how sharing a Book of Mormon with a
young woman had made a difference in her life,

Another turning point for many was a
congregational Book-of-Mormon day at the Hill
Cumorah restoration branch., Because of other
commitments, | was not scheduled to be there,
but something inside told me to make the time
to go have prayer with them before the activities
began. As we gathered and prayed together, [
felt the spint of God moving among my friends.
They had worked hard on their presentations
and in preparing their testimonies, and when 1
had to leave, | knew I should hurry back for
their testimonies. When I retumed, [ was amazed
at the distance many of these young men and
women had come in a few short weeks. The

testimony that touched me that morning was

Chad Rouft’s. He had always shown the attributes of a
strong lcader, but something had changed wathin him. His

David Whitmer Grave, Richmond, Missouri

the Foundation's summer intemship program
come again.

of Shawn Noland and Becky
Leitzinger, the scholarship of
Julie Combs and Mike Watson;
the generosity and kindness of
Laura Slaughter; the artistic
nature of Adam Gard and the
righteous desires and humor of
Kathryn Burdick. Each ofthem
received a testimony in unique
ways which brought all of them
closer to the Lord.
Fellow saints, [ look forward
with anticipation to a time when
we can have a program for a
hundred young people. There
Is an increasing need
for opportunities
to learn, grow and
serve. But that time
will only come when
our desire to provide
opportunities for
spiritual growth
overcomes the
limitation offunds,
faculty and facilities.
From the staff
and students of the
1994  internship
program, I thank all of
you who have made
this program possible.
Many have donated
time and money and
offered prayerful
support. Godspeed
to all unti] the days of
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Powerful Personal Testifnonies of Christ
in the Book of Mormon.... Part 2 of 2

By John W. Welch
(Professor of Law, Brigham Young University)

One most important fitnction of the Book of Mormon is to convey to the modermn world powerful
testimonies of the divine mission and essential attributes of Jesus Christ, to the convincing of the Jew and
Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal god (Preface).

The Book of Mormon is a convincing witncss for Christ because its writers freely shared their personal
testimonies of him. Building upon a foundational testimony, each Book of Mormon prophet accented
certain attributes of Christ based on his own spiritual experiences, callings, and individual circumstances...
(thus) revealing things about Christand also about himself.

(Part I of this article can be found in the 1994 summer issue of The Witness.)

AIMA THE YOUNGER

Alma, thc judicial and religious
dcfendcr of the freedom of belicf
(ca. 100-73 B.C), taught faith in
Jesus Christ, thec master of per-
sonal conversion. He had tasted
the transforming joy that came
when hce called upon the name of
Jesus for mercy (Alma 17:16 of.
Maosiah 11:150-207).

In hissubsequent scrmons,
Alma described how the “image
of God” might bc “engraven upon
your countcnances” (Alma 3:36-37)
and the word of Christ planted in
cach convcrt’s soul, where, if
nourished, it would spring up as
an evcrlasting trec of life (Alma
16:169; 16:196-200). Indclibly
changed by his joyous conversion
and rescuc as he stood at the
brink of God’s dcstroying judg-
mcnt, Alma personally knew of
thc mercy of God (which he
mcntions morc than sixteen
times), of the deliverance of God
(mentioned more than twelve
times), of God’s “plan of rcdemp-
tion” (mentioncd cight times), of
thc joy of conversion (morc than
twenty times), and of the incvita-
bility that God will judgc all
pcople (morc than ten timcs).

As chicf judge, Alma was
particularly intcrested in God's
justicc. e gave the only dis-
coursc on the rclationship of
justicc and mcrcy (Alma 19) as
well as the most complete de-
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scription of thc cvidence that the
divinc judge will asscss in
makingthatjudgment: “Our
words will condemn us, yca, all
our works will condemn us: we
shall not be found spotless; and
our thoughts will also condemn
us” (Alma 9:23-25). Alma was
also thc only writer in scripturc
to attributc to God the quality of
“cquity” (threce times: Almo 7:40,
8:30, 9:73).

After lcaving his political,
judicial, and military posts as thc
hcad of the Nephite state, Alma
dcvoted himsclfto testifying of
Christ. He found thatonly by
“bearing down in purc testimony”
could he hope to “pull down, by
the word of God, all the pridc
and craftincss and all the conten-
tions which werc among his
people™ (Alma 2:26-27).

Alma tricd to appcal to all
scgmcents of Nephite socicty -- to
the faithtul in Gideon, to the
apostatcs in Ammonihah, to the
inconstant in Zarahemly, and to
the poor in Pantionum. His
tcrminology reflects a broad
oricntation.

e also uscd a widce range of
namcs for Christ, hames that
spcak of him christologically,
personally, or redemptivcly;
phrascs that reflect his sonship,
divinity, rulcrship, and dcliver-
anccs of Isracl; titles that ac-
knowledge him as the Creator

who remembers all his crcations;
and as thc good shepherd who
Icads his pcople.

Amulck, onc of Almathce
Younger’s most cclcbrated
converts, was a wcalthy man who
had acquirced prestige and riches
by his own industry. Flc was thc
mastcr of a large houschold (Alma
8:16-17), and aficr his conversion
hc was proud of his illustrious
Ncphitc lincage (Alma 8:3-5).

e was cvidently quite literate,
pcrhaps providing many of the
books (which would have been
costly) that werc burncd when the §
womcn and children of the faithful
wercincincrated in Ammonihah. |
assumc that somc were among
thosc who “had been taught to be-
licve in the word of God” and who
werc accordingly martyred (Alma
10:45-46), and undoubtcdly hc was
a close friend of many of the mar-
tyrs and men with whom he was
castout. Amulcek
saw thc awful annihilation of the
apostatc city of Ammonihah. He
lost all of his carthly posscssions
as the city was destroyed by the
sword, burnt by firc, and reduced
to a hcap (cf. Deutcronomy 13:16),
Notwithstanding these develop-
ments, and perhaps because of
them, Amulck tumedmorce ardently
than any other Book of Mormon
prophct to superlative descriptions
of thec infinitc scope of the

I (Continued on page 1) -d



As a special gift to you... My gift to you is...

My gift to you is

I will try to tell you
I Free Story My True Feelings

(lbout Jesus in the best way I can

(because I know you care about

To help shovel
snow from

the driveway

(re(lce'nab[e a”l‘tl‘ﬂll.’) me and that we should be close)

I promise you that... My present to you is...
I will do I will keep
my best my room
to be a good
steward clean
(and (0 listen Lo your advice) (for more than 5 minules)

My gift to you is...
To help
clean up
the house

(anytime you need me)

My gijt to you is
1 free
snowbhall fight
with hot chocolute
afterward

This Christmas season, we
encourage you to spend quality
time with your family reflecting

on the true celebration of e

——

My gift to you is... Christmas. Please, use these My gift to you is...
coupons which remind us that
To help with the best gifts are those which To help with
the dishes come from the heart. the laundry
(when you are tired Have a safe and vanderful holiday, from everyone at FRAA. fiwhen it siarts piling up)
and need a resy)

My gift to you is... My gift to you is...
A fun story 10 A
about the future,
y " : r
and what I want B itg; {{ “;g § Special Day
il at ence
to be When I .. whenever you need them. when you and ]('_“m relax
and have nothing but

| Jun together

gr Ow u p (coupun can be used vver and over...furever!)
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Powerful Personal Testimonies (continued from page 6)

atoncment of Jcsus Christ.
Nothing clsc would ever be
commensurate with the “great and
last sacrifice”
that would be
“infinite

and cternal.”
No formofhuman
rcvenge or avenging
would cver bring back the lives
that werc lost in thc atrocity of
Ammonihzh,

Amulck’s testimony of Christ
shines in the light of his background
and cxperience. He is the only one
to rcfer to the atonement of Jesus
Christ as thc “grcat and last
sacrifice” (five times). For
Amulck it isthemagnitudc of the
atoncment that is impressive. Not
oncc docs he mention the suffering
of Christ, for mortal suffcring, no
matter how extrcme, is still of
finitc duration. Amulck, thercfore,
madc no attcmpt to cxplain or
dcpict thc mechanics of the great,
last, infinite, and cternal sacrifice
to “atonc for the sins ofhc world”
(Alma 16:206-207; sce also 896). 10
Amulek, who himself had bcen
cxposcd to terriblc risks of harm
and torturc, it was cspecially
pertinent to describe the atonement
ascncircling pcople “in the arms
of safety” (Alma 16:217, emphasis
added), a phrase uniquc to him in
all scripture.

Coming unto Christ, in Amulck’s
admonition, rcquircs faith and
paticnce (Alma 16:202). Amulck
had Icarncd paticncc, suffering
many days in prison in
Ammonihah.

Fe also cmphasized the urgency
of rcpentance, singularly urging
pcoplc not to procrastinate the day
of their repentance (Alma 16:233-
234), for he had secn the fate of his
fellow citizens in Ammonihah who
had failcd to repent intime. When
Amulck spoke of the certainty that
thc unrcpentant “must unavoidably
perish” (Alma 16:208-209) and facc
“that awful crisis” (Alma 16:231-
232), for God would not dwell “in
unholy tcmples” (Alma 16:235-236),
he testified from spiritual
knowledge and actual cxpericncce.

Having secn the conscquences

of grced and materialism, itis not
surprising that Amulck, formerly a
wealthy man, would tell even the

Without repentence and charity
all are hardened,...

poorcst ofthc Zoramitcs thatifthcy
wantcd God to have mercy on them
and to hcar their prayers, they must
not “turn away thc nccdy, and the
naked, and visit not thc sick and
afflicted, and impart of your
substance, ifye have, to those who
stand in nccd” (Alma 16:223-224).

Amulek is the only person in
scripturc cver to usc the word
“charitable” (Alma 16:225). He
knew that without rcpentance and
charity, “all arc hardencd;...and
must perish cxceptit be through the
atoncment which it is cxpcdient
should bc made” (Alma 16:208-
209,225).

Amulck’s favoritc and most
distinctive namc for Christ is “the
Son,” or "the Son of God” (cight
occurrcnces). He also used the
name ‘“‘Christ” (cight times), “the
Lamb™ (oncec) and “thc very
Eternal Father of heaven and of
carth, and all things which in thecm
are” (once, Alma 8:94-95). But above
all, for Amulck, Jesus was “thc Son
of God.” Depicting Christ in his
familial rclationship with the
Father may have becen cspecially
tendcer to Amulck, towhom lincage
and family werc important and
whosc own sons might have been
among those children who perished
in the firc in Ammonihah.

It is hard to imaginc that
Moroni’s lifc circumstanccs were
very pleasant. Hischildhood saw
thc incxorable dctcrioration of
socicty. His father, Mormon, must
have spent most of his time
tediously preparing what he knew
would be the final tcstimony of his
collapsing world. Moroni’s young
manhood was spent in war, as hc
led adivision often thousand into
ahopclcss slaughter.

His last thirty-six ycars wcrc
spent wandering, alonc and hunted

like ananimal for hisrefusal to deny
Christ. He was the keeper of the
words of Christ and the preserver
of the prayers of Jcsus,
which Moroni included
in the record only after
he knew that thosc words
would be safe from the hands
of apostates and infidels. During
thosc loncly yecars of wandering,
Jesus Christ appearcd to Moroni
in plain humility, speaking with him
face to face in Moroni’s own
language (Ether 5:40).

Moroni’s testimony of Christ,
like the testimonics of his prede-
ccssors, mirrors the conditions that
surroundcd him. He saw thc only
good in the world existing in
Christ; he affirmed that all thatis
good docs not deny Christ Moroni
10:6), just as hc had staunchly
rcfused to deny Christ cven at the
peril of his lifc.

Moroni repcatedly beckoned his
rcaders to comc unto Christ and
dcny ungodlincss, which was
rampant in the world that he knew.
By contrast, holincss was a main
attributc of Christ mentioned by
Moroni (Morinon 4:60-64), Jesus
beingidentificd as a“holy being”
(Monnon 4:6062), and as thc “Holy
@®nc” (Mormon 4:74).

Moroni uscd very few titles for
Christ rcflecting Jesus’ official
station (such as “Lord,” or “Lord
God,” or “Father of heaven and
carth,” ctc.). Moroni’s texts ncver
usc such titles as “Redecmer” or
“Savior,” and thcy scantly mention
such words as“Lord,” “Father and
Son,” or “Lamb.”

Morec distinctly than any othcer
1300k of Mormon writer, Moroni
uscd the two-part namc of “Jesus
Christ” (sixtecn timcs), thc namc
that figurces cspecially in the
sacramcnt praycrs and pricsthood
ordinanccs, which Moroni
trcasurcd and prcscrved.
Morcover, Moroni showed his
own acquaintancc with Jesus,
calling him by the simple name of
“Jesus” cighttimes, far more than
any othcr Book of Mormon
prophct. This intimacy bespcaks
the fact that Moroni had indeed

walked many years with Jesus as
(continucd on page 14)
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SHARED P

from the
1994 Summ_er Interns‘

O

ERSONAL TESTIMON|ES

KATHRYN BURDICK

The testimony I received this
summer is about the Book of
Mormon. [ have always claimed
to believe in it, but I never had my
personal testimony that would
crase my faithand tumitto
knowledge.

Several weeks before Ibecame
an intern, [ began praying for a
testimony. A good friend directed
mcto the sixtecnth chapter of Alma
and helped me to understand the
diffcrence between faith and
knowledge. 1knewthat I necded
that knowledge in order to be
unshakeable in my beliefs.

1 prayed with a fellow intern,
and within a couple of days, she
rcccived her testimony. On
the verge of discouragement, |
asked an clder to arrange an
administration where the three of
us would pray, fast and prepare.
That night, thel.ord assured me that
[ would receive a testimony of the
Book of Monnon.

In about a week's time, |
received it. I had gone to church
that night and one ofthe first hymns
sung was " I Have Found the
Glorious Gospel." I have sung this
hymn countless times, but it never
touched me the way it did that
cvening. In the third line are
the words "No longer faith, but
knowledge, in true and sweet
accord, has the precious Angel
Message brought to me." At that
moment, the Spirit completely
flooded my soul. The Spirit spoke
to me, and I instantly thought,
"Book of Mormon." I asked for
confirmation of my testimony and
right after the service, I received
it.

Praise God! He lives and works
with us today!

O EIT s R I TN IT RS QR PN SO A G E S SN
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ANGEL McKEE

This past summer | had the privileged opportunity to work at FRAA asa
summer intem. I reccived many blessings and testimonics (including my testimony
of the truth of thec Book of Monmon) during my intemship. The testimony I want
to share with you actually started before I even applied for the job.

The summer of 1993 was when I first heard about the FRAA internship.
It sounded like an exciting thing to do, but I was only 15 years old. You have to
be between the ages of 16 and 22 to apply. I tried to find out as much as possible
about it through the next year. I picked up an application at the FRAA building
and began to fill it out. Thoughts of a busy summer including basketball camp,
4-H camp, and 4-H Congress deterred me from completing the application. |
shoved it aside and concentrated on sports, academics, and future college plans.
Sometime in February I received an application from the program stating an
extended deadline for applications. [ thought, "This must be a message from the
Almighty God telling me I need to apply.” But stubborm me, I oncc again sct
aside the opportunity to serve God among my fetlow brethren.

One night while slecping in bed, I had a dream. I drcamed I saw the list
of those who had becn accepted. My heart sorrowed because I realized my name
was not on the list. I ran from the crowd, gazing to sec who was chosen to do the
Lord's will. I ran 'til | was consumed by darkness. I huddled in a corner and
wept. 1 awoke the next moming with a vivid account of that dream. Most
dreams I have are fuzzy, but I remembered that onc. I couldn't realize why my
name wasn't on the list. I soon realized why my name had been left off I had
not applied yet. Isat down that moming and filled out the application form and
mailed it the following day. I did not know if [ would be accepted or not, but at
least they would know that I wanted to serve my Lord. The Lord answered the
prayers of my deepest concern. [ had been praying a long time for an answer. |
was persistent in calling upon the Lord in prayer. He has answered many of my
prayers. I would like to closc my testimony with something I've told many
people. Pray often. The Lord hears your prayers and he'll answer them. Do as
the Lord states in the scriptures: pray unceasingly.

BECKY LEUTZINGER

This summer [ was given the most memorable and useful experience of
my shortlife: an opportunity to participate in the 1994 Intemnship Program. For
the firsttime, I was able to spend an entire summer focused onleaming to exist as
God instructs. The results were impressive! As the days passed and I came to
know the other intemns, | began to realize the level of happiness that is reached
when a united body of people actively seeks to follow the Lord. My joy still
overflows cach time 1 think of the past summer. Additionally, the knowledge of
Christ and instruction in serving him arc more precious to me than mere words
can express. The verymost I can say is... Thank You!!

D A LA TR
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It had been a wonderful yet very
tiring week at Senior High camp the
summer of 1993. The experience was
tremendously uplifting and beautiful as
we watched young people feel the
abundant love of God, many for the
first time in their lives. When we ar-
rived home on Saturday afternoon, we
were exhausted. We greeted our chil-
dren with hugs
and kisses. My
husband,
Michael, then
reminded me
that-we had an FRAA Book of Mor-
mon Day scheduled at Resthaven the
next moming. I was burdened with
thisadded responsibility and wondcred
why we had scheduled this event so
close to the camp.

The next morning as we awak-
ened, still weary, Michael suggested
that T could remain behind with the
children. I had to admit that his sug-
gestion soundcd inviting. Even witha
good night’s sleep inmy own bed (with
air conditioning), I was still tired. We
agreed that I should stay and rest. As
he prepared tolcave, our oldest daugh-
ter, Kristcn, spoke up and said, “Dad
wait. [ will gowith you.” Seemingly
within seconds she dressed, and out
the door she went with her father.

As | cleared away the breakfast
dishes, my two other children and I
began to wonder about the service at
Resthaven. We decided we could
quickly dress and still arrive in time.
Soon we were on our way to Inde-
pendence.

The program had already startcd
when we arrived. A tender spirit
greeted us as we entered. We took our
seats, and it was not long before I felt
surrounded by the many years of ser-
vice and dedication that were repre-
sented by the elderly saints around me.

I watched as the FRAA
interns bore their testimonies. [ know
many of them werc just as tired as

by
JulieGatrost

we were since they had been at
camp also. Still, their countenances
glowed and they warmly embraced the
residents. I sat, enjoying the
moming, and began to reflect on our
wecek at camp and the young people
we had come to know. Many of them,
I knew, carried burdens of broken
homes, of low sclf esteem, of empti-

Lord, Please don't let my children
grow up without knowing you. .

ness, and of temptations which they
felt ill cquipped to handle. Tears came
to my eyes as I thought of their trials
and the sorrow in their lives. I knew
in my heart that the emptiness they
felt, and their lack of direction, was
because they did not know God loved
them. My thoughts turned back to
those around me, and I rejoiced as 1
watched the interns move among the
clderly men and women of
Resthaven. I knew that they had
gently touched them with a kind
word or a hand on an arm or
shoulder and joyful counte-
nances. Iknewalso atthis mo-
ment they were experiencing
the love that is so necessary
for our existence.

Suddenly, I poured out
my heart to God, interced-
ing for my own children:
Lord, 1 said, Please, don 't
let my children grow up
without knowing you!
The service came to a
close, and I walked to the
back of the chapel.
Kristen, who had been sit-
ting in front with the in-
temns, ran back to me. She
tugged at my dress, and as I
looked down into her eyes,
she said, Mom, 1 know its all
true/ Questioningly, I asked,
What do you know is true?

Excitedly she said, Everything!
Everything they [the interns] said! 1
immcdiately knew what she was talk-
ing about. It was my prayer! The
heartfelt prayer, that only moments
ago had been offered, had been
answered by God. [ inquired further,
How do you know its true? She
struggled for words to describe what
she was feeling and replied, [ don?
know how; I just know it's all true.
As she spoke these words, tears filled
her eyes. She was only 10 years old,
but she knew God was real, and she
knew that the Book of Mormon was
true. I continued and asked, Did you
Jeel God's Spirit? Sweetly she shook
her head yes and butted her face in
my dress. I held her as we both cried
tears of joy and thankfulness for his
great love for us.




Testimonies trom 1994 Interns (continued from pagel 2)

CHAD RUOFF

Grectings from the 1994 FRAA Intemship Program!
The summer was a great success, filled with new friendships

and great expericnces that wilt be treasured for a lifetime.

The program started o ff witha weckend retreat, allowing
the interns and staff to bccome better aquainted. Our daily
routinc consisted of three classes in the moming and individual
and group projccts in the afternoon.  During the weekends we
traveled to arca congregations to put on Book of Mormon Days,
the highlight coming when we took a weekend trip to Nauvoo
and put onc on for the RLDS congrcgation.

For me, the internship program has been a life-changing
expericnce, a change that has brought me back to Christ, with a
rencwed interestin the scriptures and in witnessing for my Lord.

I would encourage pcople to continuc to support
programs for our youth. For we arc thc next gencration of
lcaders in the church, and if we do not provide such opportunitics,

JULIE COMBS

I thank the Lord for the opportunity
to participate in the 1994 FRAA Internship
Program. I leamed more in six weeks than I
could have cverthought possible. Our morming
classcs werc "Witnessing of the Book of
Mormon," “Principles of the Gospel," and
"Pcople, Places and Prophecy.” Our afternoons
were spent in rescarch on scveral different
topics rclating to the Book of Mormon, Some
of our other daily activitics included small prayer
groups which met twicea day. We participated
in several Book of Mormion Days, including
onc in Nauvoo, IL. I very much appreciate
those who gave of their time to sharc with us
this summer. I pray that young pcoplc for many
years to come will have the opportunity to

we may losc this Icadcrship.

Your brother in Christ,
Chad Ruoff

participatc in this program, B

For 1995 program information and applications, write or call.
FRAA 1995 Swudent Intcrnship Progrom
210 West White Oak
Independence, O 64050
(816) 461-3722

Pawerful Personal Testimonies (coutinned from page 11)

his only companion, cvidently on a first namce basis.

Moroni’s last exhortations were for pecopleto come
unto Christ and be perfected (or finished) in him (Moroni
10:29-30). As the finisher of the Ncephite records,
Maroni identificd clcarly with the role of Christ as the
finisher of human rightcousness. “Yea, comc unto
Christ, and be perfected in

from widcly scattcred primary sourcces within
individual authors.

2. The testimonies become linguistically morc
definitc astime progresses.  Lcehi at first spoke of
Jesus being “a Messiah,” “a prophet,” a Savior™ (1
Ncphi 34, cmphasis added) or “this Redeemer’ (1 Nephi

3:3; emphasis added),

him,...that by his graccyc

may be perfeet in Christ”

(Moroni 10:29).
CONCLUSION

..come unto Christ and be perfected in Him,...

but this

designation soon
crystallized in
Necphi’s abridg-

Throughthcespiritual ex-
pericnces of its writers -- many of whom were eycwit-
nesses of Christ’s glory -- we can sce that the Book of
Mormon communicates clear personal knowledge of
Jesus Christ.

The book is an intimatce scripture. Its purpase is to
bring individuals to Christ. [t ¢xhorts cach rcader,
personally, to “comce unto Christ, and lay hold upon
cvery good gift” (Moroni 10:27). Individual rcaders can
identify vividly with the testimonics of Christ found in
the Book of Mormon largely becausc those testimonics
themsclves are projcections of cternal realitics through
the personal lenscs of noble characters.

Arising out ofthe testimonics examined above,
scveral concluding observations can be made:

1. These testimonics arc true to life. They are
corroborated by the eredentials ofauthentic personal
expericnece and complex individual diversity. ‘They
makc scnsc historically, and they emerge distinctly cven
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mentas “the
Messiah” (1 Nephi 3.7, 11-12, emphasis addcd).

It is also cvident that Lehi was not explicit at first
about the mcaning of the “rcdemption” of this Mcessiah.,
Wasiit to be a spiritual redemption in the next life or a
physical redemption of the land, now or later? ‘This
question was raiscd at lcast twice by Laman and Lemucl
(} Nephi 4:50; 7:1-2) and finally answered by Ncephi: it
would bc both (1 Nephi 7:5-6).

3. The rccord often indicates when and how
important dctails about Christ were revealed. The name
“Jesus Christ,” for cxample, was revealed to Nephi; the
cxtended name, “Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the
Father of heaven and carth, the Creator of all things from
the beginning,” was first given to the people by King
13enjamin, to distinguish them above all people led out
by the Lord. Nephitcknowledge of Christ, like all other
taccts of revealed knowledge, grew “line upon line”
(2 Nephi 12:36-2%).



Letters to the Foundation...

I wish to thank all those at F.R.A.A. who were involved in the decision to shift the
cmphasis of its cfforts and cnergics away from the "physical evidences” towards the
“spiritual cvidences” contained in the Book of Momion.

In my own experience, I've found that internal evidences and external evidences
concerming the authenticity of the Nephite record have theirgreatest value and benefit
in the hands of thosc individuals who have alrcady sought and reccived confirmation by
the Holy Spirit that the record is truly divine. Physical cvidences can best be uscd as
supplements, cffective in generating interest and increasing awareness, but which do
not, by themselves, have the power to convince or convert.

Evidences for or against any subject, especially scientific, arc ofien contradictory
and inconclusive, but the evidence obtained through the confirmation of the Holy Spirit
is ccrtain and undeniable.

Just as no amount of moncy, rescarch or digging will bring forth the promiscd
additional records until the Lord secs fit 1o deliver them into our hands, no valiant
testimony concerning restoration of the fullness of the gospel can be offered based
solcly upon the moncy, rescarch and digging that have alrcady been cmployed.

Your decision concerning a change in format has caused me to rededicate mysclf o
developing the skills nccessary to bear valiant testimony of what [ know is truc, and |
thank F.R. A A_for dedicating its resources to doing what [ know is right.

We appreciate very much the
wonderfu lwork beingdone.

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Jackel
(San Antonis, TX)

God Bless Your Efforts!

Laove, Eleanor Heady
(Tndependence, MO)

The last issuc of 7he itness was the
onc to bring to me the ministry needed.
[ appreciate the good changes made
in the publishing of The Witness. So
often it was "over my head” so to speak.
Thanks so much. May you all be
blessed in your cfforts to spread the
gospel. Lucille Fet:

4. As times and conditions
changed, somc words uscd in
describing Christ dropped out of
the Nephite texts, whercas others
bccame more frequent.  Words
such as “Messiah,” ‘Lamb of God,”
and “Holy One of Isracl”
were used often by Lchi,
Ncphi, and Jacob but
rarcly by later writers.
The carlier writcrs
tend to connect the
Lord more with
Israel than do the
later authors.

5. The ear-
lier Book of Mor-
mon writcrs usc
grealer varicty in
their names for
Christ than do the
later writers. Of the
sixty-scven names
rescarched in this study,
Lchi used fifteen, Nephi used
thirty-two, and Jacob, nincteen.
Ncphite religious speech was
evidently morc fluid in the carlicr
gencrations when the revelations
were new.  As Nephite religious
practices and culture became more

Powerful Personal Testimonies (continued from previous puge)

(Independence, AMO)
Joe Booker (Alabama)

cstablished, standardized forms and conventions of discourse cvidently
prevailed.

6. Significantly differcnt namcs for Christ arc used by the various
writers of the Book of Mormon. Of the sixty-scven names uscd, thirty-
scven arc uscd by only onc ofthe ten prophets under cxamination. That is
further evidencc of the multiplc authorship of thc ancient
records underlying the Book of Mormon.

7. The names uscd for Christ in the
Book of Mormon are important conveyors of
meaning, content, and power. ‘lypically,

names in antiquity bespoke the character,
individuality, and qualitics of the person.
Knowing and personally taking upon
oncsclfthc name of God was a sacred and
vital function in ancicnt Isracl and in the
Book of Mormon: “And they shall put
my namc upon the children of Israel; and
[ will bless them” (Numbers 6:27), “There
is no othcrname given whereby salvation
comcth” (Mosiah 3:10-11). From thc
profiles lcft in their written words, it is
cvident that these prophets bore the namce of
Christ personally upon their hecarts and souls.
As Joscph Smith and Sidncy Rigdon saw
- the glory of'the Lord Jesus Christ, they exclaimed, “And
now, after the many testimonies which have been given of him,
this is the testimony, last of all, which we give of him: That he lives!”
(D&C 76:3g). Wecll does their modcern testimony mention that many
testimonics have been given of him.
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(End Part 2 0of 2)
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The 1994 summer interns enjoy a beautifu! aflernoon in Nauvoo.
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