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""He carried a sweet spirit
with him....He was a
pleasure to be around (and)
always had a good word
for everyone. "
Roy Lyna Weldon at the memorial service for

his grandfather. Roy Weldon, March 14. 1995.
Phoro: courtesy of Clalr Weldon

Message from FRAA

Few people in the Restoration have touched the
lives of as many people as Roy Weldon. His was a lifelong
commitment to gathering information and evidence in
support of the Book of Mormon. This issue has been
delayed several weeks and its contents changed to honor
his life's purpose. In the next few pages, you will read
about this remarkable person, as told by his son Clair
Weldon to members of the staff.

Roy Weldon was a key leader in the Foundation
for more than fifty years. Until the time of his death on
March 7th, 1995, he was still participating in board
meetings with a dedication instilled in him as a young
man.

I remember riding to Warrensburg, Missouri,
from Independence with Brother Weldon after a video
taping several years ago. He told me how important the
Book of Mormon had been in his life. Rarely have I seen
such a love for the gospel as he expressed. He is gone
now, but his books and writings remain, an endearing
legacy to a man who loved Jesus Christ.

Michael Gatrost

President
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Words of Encouragement:

Recently a gentleman stopped by the Foundation office to offer words of encouragement. He
said he had been away from the church for 18 years, but during that time, The Witness continued to
come. "I can't tell you I read it every time it came,” he said, "but having it there made it easier to
come back because I knew somebody cared."”

Friends, The Witness magazine's purpose is to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ as found
in the Book of Mormon. In the coming months, however, due to the high cost of paper and postage, we
will be able to send the magazine to subscribers only.

We invite you to subscribe, not just for yourself, but so that you can hand this magazine to a
friend, knowing he or she will be blessed in reading it. We want you to have a missionary tool that will
help you in your evangelistic efforts. Ifthis interests you, please use the subscription form on page 15.

the witness of Jesus Christ in the
Book of Mormon is being carried to thousands
of people. Help us accomplish this great work /
by sending your contribution today.

Calendar:

June 19 - August 3 1965 Student Intern Program

August 5 Youth Book of Mormon Day 9:30 am.
Waldo Avenue Restoration Branch, Independence, Missouri

August 13, 1995 Book of Mormon Day
South Chrysler Restoration Branch, Independence, Missouri

September 15, 1995 SPIRITUAL FITNESS PLAN introduced

September 30 Helaman's Two Thousand Appreciation Banquet,
RLDS Auditorium, Independence, Missoun
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Foundation
News

New Office Manager at FRAA

Linda Guin is thc new officc manager for
FRAA. Her responsibilitics are to coordinate the
numerous activitics of the Foundation and to oversce
cmployees and volunteers at FRAA's headquarters.

CEormcrly cmployed by Sprint, Linda brings
a wealth of office expericnce, but of most
importance, shic brings a desirc to serve and a
conviction that the work ofi the Lord must take
priofity:iivour lives.

Oak Grove Restoration Branch
Book of Mormon Day

Nearly 200 individuals attended an FRAA
Book of Mormon Day at Oak Grove, Missouri, on
February 12, 1995. New presenters included Craig
Fountain, Skip Robison and Mark Westcrmeyer.
Films on the Book of Mormon and classes such as
"Testimonics of Christ by Book of Mormon
Prophets," and "Living the Book of Mormon
Principles” offered fresh and challenging insights.

Colbern Road Restoration Branch
Book of Mormon Day

Fcbruary 19,1995, FRAA' board members
Tom Mitchell and Ed Slauter ministercd 10 an
estimated 300 people gaflicred for a Book of
‘Mormon Day at Colbern Road Restorafion
Branch, Fakc I:otawana, Missouri, 1994 interns
Angcl McKee, Chad ‘Ruoff, kaura Slauter and
Shawn Noland: shared testimonics and the latest
information about’ thc Baok of Mormon,

Children's Magazine Debuts

FRAA Is publlshxng a ncw magazine for
childfen. The magazine, callcd 7 ITNESS KiDS, is
filled with cntertaining® storics and activitics
designed to teach your childfen about the Book.of
Mormon. Thctargctaudlcncc lS'bO)S andgnrls ages
5-12. ‘Ed Slauter chairs the ¢ditorial comifiittee. Sce
page 16 for more news and,a subsci ption form for
your cKildren.

Book of Mormon Day for Kids

FRAA will sponsor its first "Book of
Mormon Day for Kids" on August 5, 1995. From
9:30 a.m. 10 3:00 p.m. and for ages S-12, the day
promiscs to be full of fun and fellowship.
Registration cost is $3.00 per child or $10.00 per
family. Sce page 7 for additional dectails and
10 preregister.
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ROY WELDON

In 1921, Roy Weldon was in peak physical conditlon at age 22.

On October 27, 1990, Roy Weldon stood to address
the audience in the R.L.D.S. Auditorium at the Foundation for
Research on Ancient America’s sixth annual “Spend A Day
with the Book of Mormon” conference. White bearded and
fragile at 90, he spoke in a resonant voice. “The Book of
Mormon has a date with destiny,” he said. “It has potentials no
other book has or even remotely approaches as it moves into
the future....The grand finale of the Restoration is now
beckoning us on. What a day to be alive!”

Roy Eugene Weldon, minister for Jesus Christ for more
than 60 years, advocate of the Book of Mormon and vice
president of FRAA, died March 7, 1995, in Independence,
Missouri, USA.

While still a young man, Roy developed a lifelong
pursuit of knowledge in support of the authenticity and value
of the Book of Mormon. Some years later, in 1941, he made
the first of many trips to ancient American archaeological sites
and museums. “With seven others, including me,” says his son
Clair Weldon, “crammed into one of the earliest Ford station
wagons with vamished wood sides, we spent six weeks in
Mexico, Guatemalaand Honduras.”

His travel experiences in Mexico and Central and South
America were among the highlights of his life. “He accumulated
bookshelves of books, file cabinets jammed with handwritten
notes and tens of thousands of color slides and photographs
related to the ancient western hemisphere and the Book of
Mormon,” says Weldon.

In the mid ’40s, Roy joined such men as Paul M.
Hanson, Charles R. Hield and Harold I. Velt in developing a
church committee to study and promote the Book of Mormon.
He worked in the organization, called Society for Archaeological
Research, for many years. When the committee completed its
work, he joined others in founding the Foundation for Research
on Ancient America and served on its board as vice president
from the late *60s until his death.

Roy wrote dozens of Herald articles, many about the
Book of Mormon and ancient America. In 1950 he began
publishing, at his own expense, the first of his seventeen books
and booklets (mostly about the Book of Mormon).

Photo credit: Clair Weldon



-Book of Mormon Advocate

"Without him I can do nothing."

Roy was born on December
3, 1899, in Lafayette, California,
where he lived for more than 40 years.
In 1942 he moved to Pisgah, Iowa.
A year later, he moved to
Warrensburg, Missouri, where he
lived for 46 years, until 1990. His
last five years were spent at
Resthaven, in Independence,
Missouri.

While a tenth grader, Roy
became seriously ill. He dropped out
of high school, lost weight steadily
and became bedfast. He was
examined by leading physicians but
given little hope of surviving. The
medical advice to his parents:
“Prepare for Roy’s death.” In this
condition when he was 19, he leamed
that the patriarch of the church,
Frederick A. Smith, would be giving
patnarchal blessings. He asked his
father to take him to Irvington, some
70 miles away, where the blessings
would be given.

“He was so weak,” Weldon
says, “he had to be carried into the
home.” The patriarch told him to
put histrusttotally in the Lord and
to begin exercising his body, and
that ifhe would, his strength would
return and all thathad besethim
would be removed. “He took this
encouragement and wise spiritual
counsel :
deeply to
heart,”
says
Weldon.
He began
programs
of
exercise
and
nutrition.
He
started
walking
and then hiking into the hills behin
the ranch as he searched for bee
trees. He then took up beekeeping

Shawn here {n their fifties, Rg and Lillian raised three boys. €l ghtles

An intcrview with
Clair Weldon

as a healthy out-of-door activity
which offered strenuous labor.
From a 100-pound, 6-foot skeleton,
he became a lean and muscular 200-
pound man,
with
outstanding
physical
endurance and
intense mental
energy.

Although Roy
never finished
high school, he
attended a
special
religious
education course at Graceland
College, Lamoni, Iowa, from 1925 to
1926, when he was about 25 years
old. There he met Lillian PottorfT,
from Paoma, western Colorado.
They were married the following
spring in May, 1927. She passed
away in 1989 at the age of 87, after
62 years of marriage, At his memorial
service, Roy’s grandson Roy Lynn
Weldon said his grandfatherhad had
a hope and a dream to live through
until the Second Coming of Christ,
but one day when he visited him, his
grandfather said, “You know, I'm
really ready to go home, and the first
thing I’'m going to
dowhenI getover
to the other side is
§ giveLillianahug.”
; Roy raised
3 bees and sold
§ honey products
| & for more than 60
years from his
homes in
California, Iowa
and Missouri. He
was in his late
in the
1980s, when he finally “eased back
from his beloved activities with the
‘zinging, stinging’ bees,” Weldon

Roy preached and taught in congregalions, t
camps, relreals, wherever the Lord led,

Ray Weldan

says. His lifelong work provided
support for his family and permitted
him to give extensive periods of time
to church ministries, to research in
scriptures
and ancient
American
cultures, to
Stravels in

America
28 and to

g scores of
opportusities
for
preaching,
teaching and slide presentations
around the U.S. and Canadian
church.

“The two great loves of his
life,” sayshisson, “were Jesus Christ,
the Gospel andthe church; and family,
friends and the personsaround him.”
He served as an ordained minister of
the church in thepriesthood functions
of priest, elder and high priest, and,
since 1966, as an evangelist-patnarch.
He leaves behind his brothers Walter
and Chester; his sons Clair, Lynn and
Ward; nine grandchildren and seven
great grandchildren.

When Roy finished his
speech at the “Spend a Day with the
Book of Mormon conference, he was
given a standing ovatlon “I
appreciate your response,” he said.
“Before I went to church this
moming, Iasked the Lord to giveme
a special blessing; that I would give
him all the honor and credit. This
goes for this moming and for all my
life of seventy years of working in
the Lord’s vineyard.... Without him I
can do nothing!” (The Wimess, No.
72,p.15)
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BORN OF THE SPIRIT

by Marlin Guin

"For, said he, I have repented of my sins, and have been
redeemed of the Lord; behold, | am born of the Spirit."
(Mosiah 11:186)

In the fall of 1974, I stood on a pier at Long Beach Naval Base. |
looked up at the large troop ship I would soon board and reflected on the
many responsibilities that pressed upon me as a first lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps. We were on the eve of a seven-day joint exercise at
sea, and I had the direct responsibility for fifty men and a convoy of
equipment.

I knew that every minute would be consumed, but for some reason I
had packed the old, wom paperback copy of the Book of Mormon Mom
had given me in my youth. She had marked it over the years, and tape had
to be fastened to the cover to keep it together. Mom had passed it on to me
with the admonition to study and prepare for the times ahead. I did not
realize the impact of this simple act.

We boarded and found our living quarters. The ship soon launched
for the open sea as we settled into a dark and dreary troop compartment,
deep in the bowels of the ship. Bunks were stacked seven high and close
together. Dim lighting made reading barely possible. It seemed that seven
days under these conditions would be an etemity.

Sometime during the first day, a miraculous course of events
unfolded. Most of the assignments I had prepared six months to
accomplish were suddenly delegated to Navy personnel. The result was that
large amounts of time were freed for me to do as I wished. I was amazed,
yet sensed that God was preparing the way for something to occur in my
life.

I unpacked my bags and came across the Book of Mormon.
Immediately the Holy Spirit came to me and prompted me to read it from
cover to cover. A sudden sense of excitement came to my soul, causing me
to reflect
on the
blessings
that had recently
been bestowed on
my family. My wife, Linda, and I had become active in church and were
attending a small branchjust outside of Camp Pendleton. She had been
baptized a few months before. I had also been called to serve as a priest in
the Aaronic priesthood. We both recognized the stewardship the Lord had
given us for the spiritual welfare of our two small children. All these
blessings increased my joy and desire to obey the Holy Spirit and read the
Book of Mormon. There came an assurance that the Lord had a purpose

"I knew that every minute would be consumed,
but for some reason I had packed the old,
worn paperback copy of the Book of
Mormon Mom had given me...."

for this time we would spend together. I set out that day determined to
accomplish this goal in the seven days before me.
The ship rocked back and forth as I sat in the faint light reading each

THE WITNESS Winter/Soring 1995 6
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First Lieutonant Marlin Guin
page carefully. The pages came to
life for the first ime in my life.
Every person, place and event
became real. The truths that
illuminated my mind all bore
witness of Jesus Christ. Suddenly
I realized that this book was close
and personal to me, I knew it had
been preserved for all those who
would believe, but for the next
seven days it had been preserved
for me, Marlin Guin, to come to a
personal knowledge of Jesus Christ
and God's purpose for me. It had
been preserved and prepared by my
spiritual ancestors for the day in
whichI now lived. What an
exciting thought! A hunger and
thirst began to swell within me for
the discoveries that would surely
come to pass.

I continued reading
expectantly. Many scriptural
passages came with such power I
could not restrain the tears from
flowing freely. The Spirit of God
was touching me with the power
and authority that comes only from
the Lord. One of the beautiful
testimonies that caused these deep
feelings was the conversion
experience of Alma the Younger in
the eleventh chapter of Mosiah. I
could relate somewhat to the
rejection of his father's counsel and
the concem that flowed from his
parents on his behalf. I
remembered the countless
testimonies shared with me by my
mother and recalled the many times
T heard her in mighty prayer on

(Continued on page 8)




Testify to the Lord

There is still time to let us know that
you'vereadtheBook of Mormon.

FRAA's challenge to the people of
the church to read the Book of Mormon in
six months has reached its conclusion. [If
you've accomplished the goal and read it in
the time allotted, pleasc send us a note telling
us. In the Summer/Fall issue of The Witness,
we will print cvery name we reccive as a
testimony to the Lord and to all who sec the
magazinc that we have read the words of
his prophets, and they have found placc in
our hearts. Even if you don't want to have
your name printed, please tell us you
completed the reading, so we can count you
in the total number of people who
participated. We appreciate your
commitment and thank you for your cffort.
Now, join with us and hundreds of others to
"“Testify to the Lord."

Send your letters to:  FRAA/Testify
210 W. iWhite Oak, independence. Missourt 64050

Youth

Book of Mormon Day

For the first time, FRAA will sponsor a
Book of Mormon Day just for children.
Scheduled for Saturday, August 5, 1995,
activities will begin at 9:30 a.m. with a "Walk
Through Time" with Book of Mormon people.
Games, crafts, music, drama and a special
"Archaeology Dig" will all be part of the fun
and fellowship.

Plan now for your child or grandchild to
be there. Forages5-12.

/ Date: Saturday, August 5, 1995 \\

Where: Center Place Restoration School
819 West Waldo
Independence, Missouri 64050
Time: 9:30a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Cost: $3.00 per child
(370.00 maximum per family)

.‘}m:x-

< Lunch Provided /

B)@@]lgslﬁoi[" g

]l]l&S ]UlB&]["]ly ]_ ..
For a spiritual uplift, visit us off;e% .

000 titles.

&‘ To request our new catalogue. call or write: FRAA,
210 W. White Oak, Independence, MO 64050 Tel. (816) 461-FRAA (3722)

e e
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(Born of the Spirit..continued from page 6)

behalf of her children. It was not surprising to me that
the scriptures describing this experience pierced my
heart with conviction. More tears flowed as I read Alma
describe what it means to be "bomn of the Spirit": to be
transformed in a way that changes your life forever, to
come to the

"1t is a spiritual rebirth that makes setting

removes our preconceived thought and replaces it
with the eternal truths of God. He wanted people to
know that "enduring to the end" is considered a joy
and privilege by those who have received this change
intheir lives. He wanted them to know that it is these
spiritual insights that leave us

realization of e = =¥ : without argument as to our
the truth, to priorities simple because it is done with an eye sinfal Hature andislotis]

be truly single to the glory of God. " response to the call of God.
converted to He wanted them to know itis

the Lord, to come from darkness into his marvelous light
and to be redeemed of God through his son Jesus
Christ. Reading these inspired words with a soft heart
and an open mind was a new experience for me. ThereI
was, a Marine trained in warfare and fearlessness,
publicly displaying my emotion as the love and mercy of
God touched me.

Since that time the words and admonitions of
Alma have frequently reminded me of the conviction
necessary to make the journey of faith. There is in each
of our lives a need for this conversion
experience. Itis easy to rely on the spiritual testimonies
of others and almost adopt them as our own. But when
times become hard, we realize our personal
commitment is planted in shallow ground and
has been left without nurture because we did
not seek the Lord through diligent prayer,
study and fasting. Many times the resultis a
falling away from the work because there are
no deep roots of faith.

Some believethat being bom of the
Spirit means to be baptized and confirmed
with authority. In one sense this is true
because the gift of the Holy Ghost is
bestowed upon us at baptism. However, itis
easy to see by our fruits that baptism
sometimes occurs without true conversion.
The Lord keeps his promise and bestows the
gift of the Holy Ghost, but perhaps it is not
received as the divine power that changes our
lives and makes all things possible. I think
this is what Alma was talking about. He was
undoubtedly a member of Christ's church and probably
was baptized in his youth like most of us, yet he rebelled
and sought to destroy the church. He was not truly
converted to the Lord at the time of his baptism.

This was a message Alma wanted to make clear:
He wanted his people to know the importance of the
spiritual leavening that quickens the inner man. He
wanted them to know that transforming power that

THE WITNESS Winter/Spring 1995 8

these spiritual insights that cause us to quake with
unworthiness before God and to be brought down
into the depths of humility.

What a message our brother Alma brings to
us in these last days! To be bom of the Spirit places
within us a desire to serve with all our might, mind and
strength until the end. Itis a spiritual rebirth that
makes setting priorities simple because it is done with
an eye single to the glory of God.

A study of Alma's life, after being born of the
Spirit, brings some additional spiritual lessons as we
see the fruits of his conversion. These same fruits can
be found in people of our time who have been truly

converted.
Let's examine
justa few. Alma
first repented of
his sins and
sought
forgiveness
from those he
had hurt. He
went even
furtherand
sought to bring
restitution for
his actions.
Almaset some
priorities that
seem difficult
today. Once the
church had fallen
into iniquity, he laid aside the judgment seat and went
forth, full time, to declare repentance and bring the
people back to a remembrance of their duty. The
road was not easy and rejection was common, but his
determination to "endure to the end" could be traced
directly back to his conversion experience. It was a
driving force in his life to the point that he made reference
to it as he sought to bring sinful people back to God. In

(Continued on page 12)

Marfin and Linda Guin, 19984



THE BEE KEEPER

In Hcbrew
schools, a touch
of honey is placed
onthcpagca child
is studying. When he

lcarns that page, he may lick off
thc honcy. Roy Weldon’s life and
writings are just that--a touch of honey
in the history of the Restoration. His
family's mcmoir, Never Alone,
rcaffirms the sweetness we have
known in the Gospcl. Each of the
Weldon brothers--Roy, Walter, L.D.,
Chester--and other members of the
family share testimonics of the Lord s
ncamcss to them individually. As a
tributc to Roy, we would like to sharc
scveral of his expericnces.

When Roy was a tecnager,
he was asKed to rcad to hi's
grandfather, whose cyecsight was
failing. In the early cvenings, they
would sit under the trees in his
father’s orchard while Roy rcad from
thc scripturcs. Grandfather

the Bookof Moninon, “There weretwo
Indiancamping grounds on my father’s
ranches in
Califomia,” he
said.
“Whenecver
Dad plowed
through these
areas, [ would
follow andpick
up artifacts
including some
cxcellent spear
heads. I
just naturally
gravitatcd into
Book of
Mormon
archaeology.”
Roy was
also intcrested
in Zion. Aficr spending a ycar at
Graccland, hehad gathered a collection
of quotations on the subject with which

-A Tribute to Roy Weldon

by Pat Elliott Heady

He took off his bee veil and kneit down
and prayed. On walking out of the
grovc he was
cnvcloped by
the power of
the Spirit and
for somc two
hours was
under  its
influence
until his soul
cried out, “It
is cnough!”
He rcalized
he’d had a
tastc of the
cndowment.
“I kncw that
under this
spiritd and al}

Photo credit Clait Weldon

In bee gaib, 1984. Roy liked o sell as much as raise honey. others could

live together in a glorious Zionic
brothcrhood. My Uncle Bob was
right. Zion is a human impossibility,

but under

Weldon especiallyloved the Book "'Quet of the strong comes forth sweetness’ divinc

of Moninon and the Doctrinc and
Covcnants. The time spent
together not only forged a bond
between them but also inspired in Roy
a respect and love for the scriptures.
Alonconcevening, lying onthe straw
under a pear tree, he said, “There
camc overimce
an intcnsc,
overwhelming
awarencss that
thc words [
was rcading
werethe words
of my Lord
and Savior.
This assurance
that camec in
my youth has
remairicd With
mc and convinces mc that despitc the
crrors of my way, I am ‘never alone.””
Roy said he took no credit
for his intercst in the cvidences for

Ray ({ar right) Is&howm

SR

With his brothers in-1962.
From loft Chasior, LD and Wa Rex,

he hoped to confront his Uncle Bob,
who had lapsed from Catholicism into
athcism. At the end of a marathon
discussion which lasted until 2:00 am.,
his uncle said, “Roy, ..therc is only
one’ thing; wrong
with your Zion—it
is so high in the
sky thatitistotally
$out of rcach of
] human naturc
£ and human
£ possibilitics.”
§ Somec time
latcr, Roy was
working in onc of
his bee-yards ina
cucalyptus grove
on his father’s ranch and wondecring
how Zion could cver be, given man’s
caral naturc. He said he lcft the grove
and cntered a live oak grove nearby.

cndowment,
Zion is
possible and most assuredly will be.™

A question comes to mind
about whcther Roy cver had an
opportunity to become wealthy, The
answer is this: Roy and his brother
Walter (also a patriarch=cvangclist in!
the church), who later developed his
own apiaries in South Dakota to 4,000
hives and became vice president of
the Sioux Bee Association, the world’s
largest honcy cooperative, were first
in the bee and honey business in
Califorma. They dealt extensively with
Norton Bee Fanmns at Fallon, Nevada,
which had somc of the best apiarics
in the west. _

M. Norton bécame il with;
cancerand died, Mfs. Norton decidéd
to carry on but nccded someonc to
comc and help her get things
straightcned out. She asked Roy to
comec. He took his family on a

(Continued on pagel0)

(Judges 14:14)
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The Bec Keeper wominugs! livm puse 9i

vacation to Nevada to help her. After two or three weeks,
she offered to turn over all the apiarics, some 1,300, and
all the cquipment, to Roy, which he could pay for as he
could. It was the
chanceof alifctime.
But he hesitated. To
accept would mean
his family would be
semi-isolated from
the church. He
prayed.

O n e

cvening, he tumed
off the main road
and wound through
the sagebrush and
sand following an
unused old road. He
said he came to a
desert shack. Becs
were flying in and out of an open door, and a strcam of
honcy was cunning out of the door onto the ground. He
stopped the car and stepped inside to investigate.,
An early pioncer had lined the one-room shack with heavy
black fclt paper to insulate it. A swarm of bees had
attached their combs to the black paper. When the weight
of the honey reached SO or 60 pounds, the whole mass
fell to the floor. All the bees not out flying were trapped
in the collapsed combs and honey.

“l walked over to the window ledge to
contcmplate the scene,” he said."Then and there 1
received an answer to my prayers, The Spirit spoke to
me: ‘If you and your wifc accept the proposal being
offcred to you, the same thing will happen to you as you
see here--you and your family will be drowned in
honey.””

Some 40 years later, Roy said, “...the state of
Nevada could not have held enough honey to compensate

Roy's sons, Clair, Lynn and Ward, have all participated with
him in Book of Motmon archeaological explorations In
Latin America. Clair Is shown with his father in 1965.

for the blessings that have come to me and my family as
we later moved into Zionic regions and all became active
in the work of the Lord.”

Never Alone is full of
expericnces such as these. The book
capturcs Restoration ideals: the
scnsc of cxtended family with its
focus on rclationships--the zionic
home, community and nation; the

s sensc of cxpectancy, that the

3 kingdom is at hand and wc should

i be "anxiously engaged" in a good
causc; the scnsc that God is cver

2 present in human affairs in spite of
our mistakes; and thc scnsc that
kingdom goals take precedence
over all others.

We might ask oursclves why
thesc ideals arc so precious to us
and how they influence our

decisions. For Roy, the answer was clear. "I revel in the
privilege of aquiring knowledge made available to us in
the twenticth century,”" he said, "and rcjoice beyond all
measure in the expericnces I have with my Savior and his
Spirit. My knowlcdge that Jesus Christ is my Savior, that
the Book of Mormion is truc and that Joscph Smith was a
prophet of God lics undcr my fect like the rock of Gibraltar
without cver the slightest tremor."

His son Clair spcaks for us at FRAA when he
says, "With profound joy, we remember, honor and bless
the lifc of Roy Eugene Weldon."

For copies of Vever Alone and other tiles by Roy Weldon,
pleasesee Lhe partial list, on page 12, of publications
available through FRAA orcall to request FRAA's
complete cataloguc of publications.

7

"The Book of Mormon
is Christ set to print."

Unknown

NS
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FRAA Bookstore

FEATURES...

SCRIPTURES AND HYMNALS:

10568 Holy Scriptures 3 in 1, Hard Cover (BoM 1908, DC 1990) .......coooovvivininn. 71.00
10569 Holy Scriptures 3 in 1, Leather Bound (BoM Authorized Edition; DC 1990) 120.00
10282 Inspired Version, Hard CoVer ... s 35.00
10136 Inspired Version, Leather Bound ..o 72.00
30019 Hymns of the Restoration, Enlarged Edition - Hard Cover ... 9.00
30020 Hymns of the Restoration, Enlarged Edition -3 ring........cooooooiiinn, 13.00
30021 Hymns of the Restoration, Reunion / CampRre ook .o crnsmsasnamoina s 1.50
BOOKS BY ROY WELDON:

10154 Book of Mormon Deeps, Volume 1; Volume 2 - 10155; Volume 3 - 10156 ........ 4.00
10161 INEVEL AIORE ........oocoveesnsrssrasssesssssasmasssnsssssssnssssssseressansasbnsrinsssenses bagesihasssiassass 379
10163 Tantalizing Glimpses - Faint WhiSPers ...........ccccoemivvinsimrinsnnrsrissesnnnees 3.90

BOOKS BY RESTORATION AUTHORS:

10595 The Master’s Touch, Mildred Smith .............cooiiiiiiiii s 15.00
10597 Where Is the Promise of His Coming, Jan Fountain ..., 10.00
OTHER BOOKS;

10468 From Sea to Shining Sea, Marshall and Manuel ... 9.99
10623 Life on the Edge, Dr. James DobSON ..........ccocmimsiscipinmnissssismnsmssissssnsssssses 19.99
10456 Light and the Glory, Marshall and Manuel ..., 9.99
10404 The Spiritual Man, Watchman Nee...........cccoimioniminninnecene. 10.00

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice

i g g P P i i b it £ e RSt ot e i P e e F ST i

ORDER FORM
Name: Address:
City: State Zip Phone:
Form of Payment: Check # Credit Card #

CIRCLE ONE; Master CardVisa
Expires:
Signature:

QTY SKU# TITLE COST

PLEASE ADD 15% FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING:

TOTAL:
Thank you!

FRAA Bookstore * 210 West White Oak * Independence, MO 64050 * (816) 461-3722
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(Born of the Splrit..condaued from page 8)

the third chapter of Alma, he
asked the people if they had
been spiritually bom of God.
He asked them if they had
received a change intheir hearts
and his image in their
countenances. He asked them
if they had so easily forgotten
the God who had blessed them
soabundantly. He spoke of that
redemption through Jesus Christ
that he had come to understand.
RecentlyI was engaged
in a conversation at work with a
friend who is a Christian. We
were talking about the times in
which we live and the people of
the Lord. I asked her what she
felt would be one of the
distinguishing characteristics of
God's people in the last days.
She replied that they will be a
people who live what they
believe, whose convictions will
be revealed inthe fruits thatthey
bear. Isthisnotwhatweleam
from the conversion of Alma?
Almareceived his experience as
a result of the faithful prayers
of others. Since God is no
respector of persons, think
what would happen if each of
us would humble ourselves in
study, prayer and fasting before
the Lord. What an exciting
promise to those who would
make the journey. It is my
prayer that we seek the Lord
wi tha desire to know his
will for us. I know that God
stands ready and willing to
answer those who sincerely seek
him. I also know and testify
that the Book of Mormon is the

inspired word of God.

The editorial committee for 7 WITNESS KIDS,
FRAA's new children's magazine, has developed a
high-quality, Book of Mormon-based publication.

(See page 16 for more information.)

Photo credit: Tom Mitchell

e et WO e |
Meambers of the committee from top left: Julie Gatrost, Ed Slauler,

chalman, and Beth Martens. From bottom leR: Lana Elliot, Sue Nunn
and Bienda Trimble. Not pictured: Joanle Glandon and Beth Spencer.

Spiritual Fitness Program Plan

With a kickoff datc of Scptember 15, 1995, FRAA committec members
arc hard at work on a Sunday school curriculum project. Our goal is to
introduce ancw curriculum for all age groups in the next three years. Chaired
by Skip Robison, thc committec has divided into scveral subcommittces
and revicwed denominational curricula as well as books and materials from
a number of publishing houses, looking for the best materials available.

“l believe this will be one of the most important profects
the Foundation has ever developed," said one committee member.
"It has the potential of intensifying the spiritual growth of young

people and adults as never before."

The program, tentatively named the "Spiritual Fitness Plan,” will offer
weekly lessons. It is designed to last about 26 weeks with several classes
scheduled for 12 - 13 wecks.

If your congregation would be intcrested in FRAA's Spiritual Fitness
Curriculum Plan, write us in the coming months for a detailed list of materials
and recommended resources for this cxciting project. @

N
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The Book of Mormon and North American Sites

Is there a connection?

by Dale Godfrey

And Teancum, by the orders of Moroni, caused that they should commence labaring in digging a ditch round about the land,
or the city Bountiful; And he caused that they should build a breastwork of timbers upon the inner bank of the ditch; and they
cast up dirt out of the ditch against the breastwork of timbers; And thus they did cause the Lamanites to labor, until they had
encircled the city of Bountiful round about with a strong wall of timbers and earth, fo an exceeding height. And this city became

an exceeding stronghold ever after; Alma 24: 54-57

It’s strange to get excited about a
ditch, but I did when I visited the
Etowah Indian mounds in Georgia last
summer. 1 was excited because the
ditch at this site looked familiar. It
looked like the ditches found at

successful passage and returned for
a second load of passengers. The
record indicates that the second
group of passengers in the first ship,
as well as passengers in a second ship,
departed and were never heard

Tikal and Becan in
Mesoamerica. The
people at all three sites
used ditches and
palisades as a means of
defense. In Alma
chapters 21 and 24, the
Book of Mormon
recounts the Nephites’
use of this defensive
technique. As I looked
at the ditch at the Etowah
site, I had to wonder,
were there ditches and

pallsades I.I‘l hﬂﬂ] Nﬂl'lh Remnants of the delansive dich al the Etowah Mounds.

America and Mesoamerica simply
because it was an effective means of
defense that had developed
independently in both areas, or was
the concept transferred between
the regions? Certainly if it was
transferred information, we should
expect that other beneficial
information was also transferred. So
I set out to see if there is evidence of
other information transfers between
these two areas. This article reflects
some of what I found.

Based on the Book of Mormon
account, it's reasonable to expect that
information may have been
transferred. We don’t know exactly
where Hagoth traveled in his journey
northward, but we do know that more
than five decades before the birth of
Christ many Nephites left the land
Bountiful and set sail on the west sea
for the land northward. “[There were
many people who went forth into the
land northward.” (Alma30: 13) We also
know that Hagoth's first ship made a

from again.
(Alma 30:10-11)

Five to ten
years after
» Hagoth’s ships

set forth,
?anntl’:cr group
of people
migrated to
the land
northward.
This group,
made up of
both Nephites
and Lamanites, traveled *an
exceeding great distance, insomuch
that they came to large bodies of
water, and many rivers.” (Helaman 2: 4)
This group apparently
flourished in the land northward for
they are reported to

cement houses as well as cities,
temples, synagogues, sanctuaries and
all manner of buildings.

Archaeologists have identified the
people in the southeastern United
States during the period of Nephite
recorded history as Woodland Indians.
The era of the Woodland Indians is
roughly broken into three parts, Early
Woodland 1000 B.C.- A.D. 300,
Middle Woedland A D, 300 - 600 and
Late Woodland A D, 600-900, The
Late Woodland era was followed
by the Mississippian period, which is
classified as A.D. 900 - 1650.1 The
Archaic era preceded the Woodland
era. Most evidence suggests that it
was during the Woodland and
Mississippian periods when extensive
trade and communication took place
between the peoples of Mesoamerica
and eastern North America.

The Woodland Indians appear
to have obtained knowledge of the
cultivation of maize, a tropical plant,
about 200 B.C. Such knowledge had
become diffused in eastern North
America by about

have multiplied
“and spread, and
did go forth from
the land southward
to the land north-
ward, and did
spread insomuch
that they began to
cover the face of
the whole earth,
from the sea south,
to the sea north,
from the sea west,
to the sea east.”
{Helaman 2:8) There
were extensive records kept regarding
this people. Trade flourished,
especially in building materials. This
group is also reported to have built

T o ChpL

Remains of & defensie dich at a sits in Mesoamenca.

A.D. 200, Of
interest to
g ., Book of Mormon
& students is that
5 after A.D. 400
= = little evidence of
maize cultivation
42 appears in the
archacological
record of eastern
North America.2
It did not re-
EMErge as a major
crop until a new,
improved variety
came from Mexico about A.D. 900.
Archaeologists have recov-
ered ear spools from Woodland Indian
sites, and car spools appear
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Beok of Mormen and Noerth American Sites (continned from page 13)

frequently on carved figures in
Mesoamerica. They are circular,
ornamental objects and were made of
stone, copper or wood. They were
attached by slitting the lower portion
of the ear lobe and stretching it until it
fit around the car spool.

While we do
not know when
it first arrived,
the  tobacco
smoked by the
Southeastern
Indians was native to the central
Andes.3

Chief Captain Moroni’s soldiers
wore armor which protected the vital
areas of their bodies from Lamanite
arrows, “but they were shielded by
their shields, and their breastplates, and
their head-plates insomuch that their
wounds were upon their legs.” (Alma
21:179) Although of a later era, when
DeSoto entered the village of Talomico,
believed to have been located in
either Georgia or South Carolina, he
found a very impressive temple which
measured 100 feet by 40 feet, located
on a mound. Inside the temple, he
found six pairs of lifelike wooden
statues, each pair carrying different
weapons of warfare. “The room also
contained ‘breastplates like corselets
and head pieces made of rawhide.”"4
Round and oval-shaped shields were
also found in the room,

Some authoritics believe that
during the Mississippian era, the

turmoil in Mesoamerica that led to the
abandonment of Teotthuacan caused
colonists to come to southeast North
America. The colonists apparently
brought with them the habit of
building truncated pyramids. Just as in
Mesoamerica, the tops of these

As archaeologists continue their work,
the truth of the Book of Mormon becomes
more and more obvious.

pyramids in southeastern MNorth
America held temples and administra-
tive structures.? These pyramids are
easily distinguished from the mounds
built by other southeastern Indians.
The pyramid at the Cahokia site, across
the river from St. Louis, rose to a
height exceeding all pyramids, save
two, found to date in Mesoamerica ®

The southeastern Indians believed
in a creature known as the Uktena.
The Uktena was believed to have been
a man who was “transformed and
given the task of killing the Sun, the
most sacred southeastern deity, who
had sent down a plague to destroy
man. But the Uktena failed miserably
in this task and was subsequently full
of jealousy and resentment for men.”7
Authorities note; “The similarity
between Uktena and Quetzalcoat! of
the Valley of Mexico is obvious.
Uktena is also similar in form, and to
some degree in meaning, to the dragon
in Asian mythology. While the

similarity between Uktena and
Quetzalcoatl might be an actual
historical connection, there is no
evidence of such a connection in late
prehistoric times between Uktena and
the Asian dragon. It is, of course,
possible that there is a remote histori-
cal connection. That is, it is possible
that both Uktena and the Asian dragon
are historical outgrowths of a world
view held by Asian people before the
migration of some of them to the New
World.” 8 (For further information on
the Asian dragon, see “China’s Dragon
and Mesoamerica’s Feathered
Serpent,” The Witness, Fall 1990)
The evidence scems abundant
and clear that there was trade
and communication between the
inhabitants of Mesoamerica and
southeastern North America. As
archaeologists continue their work,
the truth of the Book of Mormon
becomes more and more obvious.

1. 1.5, Depariment of the Interior, National Park
Service, Ocumulges National Monument,
Macon, Georgia,

"The People of the Macon Plateau™

2. Francis Jennings, The Founders of America
(Mew York: W.W. Norton and Co,, 1993) 56,

3. Charles Hudson, The Seutheasiern fndians
(Knoxville: The University of Tennessee
Press, 1976) 54.

4, Hudson. (quoting from Bourne, Hernando

de Sare, Vol, 11, 101),

. Jennings, 56.

. Ibid., 62,

. Hudson, 145,

. Thid., 514,

28 =1 2 oLa

An Open Invitation:

When Roy Weldon says, “The Book of Mormon has a date with
destiny, (and) potentials no other book has...as it moves into the future,”
we think he is right, and we need to be telling people about it. If

the book has meant something to you, share the story with us. You
may say the exact thing someone needs to hear. Let’s talk about what
God has given us in the Book of Mormon. We invite your response in
testimonies and articles.
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FRAA to Host Banquet for Helaman's Two Thousand Members

September 30th, 1995, the Foundation will host an appreciation banquet for Helaman's Two Thousand members
at the RLDS Auditorium. FRAA is making great strides in promoting Jesus Christ through the Book of Mormon,
largely because of the faith, dedication and ongoing financial support of Helaman's Two Thousand members.

We have long wanted to thank them. A banquet will meet this desire and express our appreciation for the unity of
spirit that has made these programs possible.

The banguet, served by the Laurel Club, will be followed by a program of music and film planned by FRAA.
There will be no cost for admission. The only price will be for each member to bring another person (or couple) who
is not a member. In this way, others can enjoy the evening and consider joining with us.

Write FRAA today to reserve a place for you and your guest(s). Our evening together will be memorable.

RESFRVATION FORM
Flease reserve my place for the banquet. Along with my guesi(s), Iwillneed ________dinner seats
Mame:
Address:
Phone #: ( ) Congregation:

[ wish to become & member of Helaman®s Two Thousand. Enclosed is my contribution of . (Contributions of any
amount are 8 "big deal" tous, We thank you and will send you more information.)

Tickets will be forwarded to you. Please advise of cancellations. (Ne children under 12, please.)

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Forget to pay for your current subscription to 1 /1€ Witness?
Wish to renew your subscription to 1 e Witness?
Want to share The Witness with a friend?
Now is the time.
Fill out the form below and mail along with your check to:
FRAA * 210 West White Oak * Independence, MO 64050
[J] Enclosed is my $15 contribution [JHere is an additional $15 contribution

for The Witness. to send The Witness to a friend.

Name: Name:

Address: Address:

Phone #:( ) Phone #: ( )
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New Book of Mormon Magazlne
(vust for Kids) ¢

FRAA is publishing a new, kid-tested
magazine 1o teach children about the Book of
Mormon. Entitled J ¥itness Kids, the quarterly
magazing is filled with engaging stories and
activities, whose lessons and values come from
the Book of Mormon, and testimonies from
young people.

For your children or grandchildren, friends
or relatives, order now to make the Book of
Mormon come alive in their lives,

Designed for ages 5- 12

Subscription/Contribution Form

Name of Child: If ordering more than one subscription, please list the
Address: names and birthdates of additional children.
Name: Birthdate;
Phone: ( )] Eirthdate: _./_/_ Name: Birthdate: "~
Name: Birthdate: .~/
1 Subscription per family ($12%year)
2 Subscriptions per family ($18\year) I do not have young children but I want to contribute to
3 Subscriptions per family ($24‘year) support a children's magazine based on the Book of Mormon.

Confribution enclosed:

.................. I I I T T T I I I I I I R R O O O L T O O R L R O L O O L L L L )

Hmpmﬁ-rgmdnimﬂw
UL, Pestage ro—
) [FOUNDATION FOR RESEARCH ON ANCIENT AMERICA PAID
210 West White Oak, Independence, Missouri 64050 Permit o, 123
@ (816) 461-FRAA (3722)




