


Message Jrom FRAA

^s\ t;l5 !r ll

lD  d f t , . ,  L , r i , r ,  ,  /  d t r r  dsd ,  r r j , f  , r r r  r i  iD t  f rn  r ,d r
! r , \ i l l . ( , . , \  n , n  n r \ d .  n f  i n . ! r r n  r i t i , i  r i

l - , d n  r  I  h . r ( . { r  f t r n L l l . L L r  r t .  \  o  l t \ \

Edilorial Conmillee
I .  M i .haa lFr  end

DileCodlrcv Chanman
L n d a C u n
Marlin Cuin

R€n.e we6ch ng

Mi.hre Catro!,President
Dae Codirey. Vi.c Pr€sidenl

L ida Trinrb e, S..rehry-Trcasurcr

Ttu Uaresr is pob isltd quanedy bv
lhc Foundalion for Rcsearch on An.icnt
America, 2lO W.n White Oak, Lnde_
pendence, Missouri 64050 Tol: 1316)
461-FRAAil722) FAX: 1316) 46 5350

-Ihe Foundalion ft' R€search on Ancienr
AnEca is a nonprofil corporation .on
Dos€d oi indiv dua s who desne rd ptumoIe
ire B..k.lM.mon and ib wiLne$ or lesus

Throush rcsearch, publicarions, seml_
na6 and r.lated projects, m.mbe6 or
FRAA i.ek b a$i in bdngn8 lonh the
lichr contalned ln thc rn.ient scripturer ot
rhe Book ol Mormon. A contibuhon to
rhe Foundrdon for Research on Ancient
Amer ca h lax d€ductibe

Ances and opinions expre$ed heein
do nor nac€sarily represent rhe views ol
FRAA or $e editD alcomtriltae. Unsisned
aricles are attribulable lo th-" commlttee.

o 1996 by ihe Foundarlon to. Reseath on

1996 summer intenship paniripans, Susan
French andJim Ma6h handine out a sook
olMomon to Rob and Sherlialams.

NUMSER 92

Conten ts . . -

A wi tn r$  lD f ,esus  chr in  - . . . .

W€ Can BeLomt Infomed/
ran la l i z i nS  c l impses  .  - .  - . . . . .

Phys ica l  w i ln t$c !  a f  lhe  Book o fMormon.  - .  - . . ,

1996 Summer  In le rnsh ip . . . . . .

I he  Lo rd ' \  W i tne$  l o  H is  Re .o rd  .  . .  . .  - .  - .  - .  . .  . 1 .1



Ihesavorand lhal I s onlyby rtrd lhroush hinr thal
we can oblain a remission ol our sins lhoush him
wo w I wn rh€ u tmde prze: Ceeeia 8lory. Thk
sacr€d bool sp€akslo Chrisrins and non Chrisrans
a l [ . ,  boar ins  w lne$ $r t ]esus  r ru ly  k  rhe  chr t .  l
not ony connms our faith I hlm, but also flh our
h€answilh happ ne$ and joy as lve read irswords or
encouraScment rnd hopo.

In lhe b€3 nnin8 oi the r€storation nrovemenl,
thousands of pople were .onvcded ro chisr as r
result otrcad n3 lhe 3@k otMormon lhe Ho y Spn
ir bore wihe$ b $em ftat the book was true, rhat
l€sus was the chrst, ann $ar he had rciored his
chur.h to canh on.e a8.in. UpoD ac.epu|E lhese
ble$irr8s ol knorvledse and fa th, a sreai rspdnrib I
ily wa5 ltrid on lh. sJinb. h wrsnl €nough ior the

he Boof  o iMo,nron  r  rh€  be{  roo l in }un€
can us€ to .onven a peFon ro lesus chri5r lr
.leany and emph,ri.ally wiheso! lhaL he h

cond€nnalion until they repent and r€mem-
berlfie new rov.nanl, cv€n the sookofMoF
mon and rh€ form€r commandm€nts which I
have Bir€n them, not only to say, bul lo do
a..ording to tharehi.h lhav€ wrifi€n,

(D &C a3:Aa-b RLDS, D &Ca4:54"57 LOS)

The Book ol Mornron mrn be raken se oudy. k
isa prv es€ lnrm God thdwe have ftk second wit'
ne$, and we hrle lhe responsibility to share n wlh
the world. lts me$.ge 6 of utmost imporiance, and
people ev€rywhere shou d [now it.

rh€ book po nb our hearts lowad Christ and
shows h s plin for us. lr rel s us rhat, trcm the bqin
ning, Cod.reared a pan ro redeem fr l€n man. Th s
plan wrsn'l J se.ret. The prophers, fom Adam until
lohn the Bapr( :nd lron rh€ Brother oi Jared to
Samuelthe Laman Ie,l€sliied oathe coming ofChrisr
.nd his ullnate sacriiiceon th€.rc$ Theirm€$age

errly salrrts to ac.€pr the B.ok
ol Morm.n Th.y had lo do
som.rhine with itlThe s.ints were
encourased to be r.live in draring
and livins thc m.$nsc ol fte
s.cql 5. prure. uilonunrle y,
many i.iled at thi5 rask In
1312,  los€ph Sn i th  r€ -

the word was thnl Jesus chrt, the Onlv
8e,r.ren oi rhe Farher would come in rhe

m€rid an ollinre tr rakc upon him rhe s ns
oi he word and offer himsol r livinB
and clenra sacrilice ro 'edeem al

n i  l i n l l  T h P t  i k o e m p h J s i z d  h n

cause of unbeliel, and
becaBe you hav€ trealed lightly
$a Ihin8s you have r€.ei!ed, which
vanily and unb.li.f hath broughl the whol€
.hurch under cond€mnation. And lhh con'
d€nnalion r€steth upon the children ol zion,
cv€n all; nnd lhey shal! rcmain under rhis



The Book olMomon le k us lhal Jesus wanb us Io
ba n hh prcsenc€ and ons6lor usro know hlm.Inrhe
firr chapief ol Erher, lor e\ampe, we arc bld |he
Brcrh€r ot,aql5:w $e linBer ol lhe Lod (Erher l:6e
RLDS, Etherl:6 LDS). Hete lb€lore rh. Lord with iear
lhat he would die b(ausoolwhat he had Fen Ihe
Lod told ihe srolherollarcd that he wouid h[e upon
hinsoliilesh and blood and appearto hh p€op e.l an
appoinled timc. The Lord th€n asked lhe Brother ol
lrrcd il h€ beli€ved hG words. when lhe Brcther of
Jared 5trid y.r, the Lord show€d himself b him and
said, "Be.ause ihou knowee lh€se things, ye are
ren*med tom lhe aall;lher€rdre ya Jre l)lou8hr back
into my peence, rherclorc I sh$ myself unto you"
(Ether l:76 RLDs, Eth€r lrl LDS). The Lord lunher
innruded, "ln meihallallmanklnd have I Ie. and thal
eternall, even lhey who shrll be ieve on my nahe;
and they shall become my son, and my dausht€6"
lElh€r l:73 RLDS, Eihcr 3,14 LDS).ls!s wants us to
know him perrna ly. The B@k of Momon h.lps us
lo kDow himand brlngs us c oser inlo his prcsence.

The BookolMomon uBes u! b belise in lesus,
but io {m€ lhat may seem too simple Tha book ot
Numbere ln rhe old Ten.ment r€codr an ev€nl thai
hrppened whilethe.hildren olhme were w.ndeing
in rhp wildernes 8{ruse of lhe haftlne$ of lheir
head, cod senl po sonoussements amonc lhem The
people r€pe^Fd ol lheir sn5 and bqSed Moset ro
pray and rsk Cod to tal€ the serpents away. The Lod
th€n instru.ted Mces to make a "fierv" s-Arpent and
place r on a pole He was lhen io lilt up th€ sePent
so that all who looked al fie se$enl would live and
not die Almr telh us thal lhere were many who
would not look be.ause lhey smpy did not belele
Ar r r€sult, many rJople perished (Alna l6:
l9l r9s RLDS, Alma 33r9 2l LDs). This serpenl
bed8 mhed on a Foe was a type and shadow ot
chist b€ing ra rd on lhe cro$ atCalvary His sacri
lice was made Io sive us iom spiritual dealh. We
must not be ike the children of ancient krae who

young man €trd nBthc Bibl€.'lexp ained to herihar
r wrs ind€ed scriBur€ bur nor rhe Bible. she didn't
know mlch about the B@k oiMormon, so I t@k the
n.xt hal hour to explain t io hcl I never srw th€
woman a3ain, bur hope and p.ay that . s*d was
phnred that mornlng that wi I someday Bow Jnd
llouish. TheG arc so many ways we ctn witn€$ of
lesus Chrisr by using rhe Book ol Momon. lt is our
responsibillty to aood the wor d with rhe know edSe
thar jesu5 i5 fic Way, Ihe Truth and the LEhl. wth a
n€ad6n fa th, l€t us search ihe BookolMomon tnd
i scover irs me$aBe for ouree ves. Then we mu{
sharc its unique m€srrgc with oft€6 str.ng€6,
fr cnds and lamily aor no other bool hai ns power
to witnes thatle5us is rhcChdst.

has der4ncd a reb siLe whi.h h
ve^i.n oi the Baok d Mumn avzilablc on thc tntenet.
lhtp//na be^.olian/ d./|dn htn) He crnentty at
ter.t\ colLnbia colleee in chi.\o, tllircn.



W Cnn B""o*" Iofor*"?
by Pat Elliott Heady

Wher Hen,i.h s.hlen:nn resan hs sor.r Io, rhc

retudi.e." some {rc
aA .,tstred rhd frov cx(red .ilv
r)rr.6 rhoushr tho .iry c\ icd bd
Miror whi.h lvr rhc lo.don ol in.icd cruk tidr.i
s.hrenann was n.c.$lul
ri.l rodar rhe "nrry hycmd .ity ol

w l ' ydo { r r  * . an ie inon l t r i .  r i on  s r .h  s {h r r
Ihr ar/sreroril]hnly wr! rl,ay r
ticron,'.. d b.i, in e.ho or !D

sh iDes"  i r  h \  M i .e
,Myrh oi rhc Mdor," ftinl lo{pr
.?n (No . l r l ,  D . r7 )sys  rhn  m n ,15
enril. think na Ior non olrh.20rh cedury"

Hr brliers i ns bftd or hniri'
losep r campb! L is.ransns rhinas
5hown rhr "...any myth wh.h.odinuo! to lic re{od o\r,
rh..otre oi.cnrre! n rnilefn r n,un be ey u !on,c

Mr loscpr iys thar myrhr noirhc, "i.ble dor iile

h!oJ' btrr le ,iN€ i i,e.ip!ula! ol nrlor cvcls." Hc
n!r.s, io, ee,mple, rhe io,y .r I
Qu.hn.!ar. He n'y: even rrn,ush I

po r.:l f.oRrre$, rhe tury is Inown t, hunnred!.r

whr d.esrhk rave ro do w rh rhe Eook oiNt'ipr/
l!{ rhi!: we Inow rhe sooL olMomon h* ek ad rr'e
ove, rys rid dkb{lons Ihr misr{ have !(.rrtd i' rt
on  r i d  r i on  i  n ihe  € r l l h ins , :n
hM cvo v.d, ir is ll..onrids ro,e
denr acd wirh spccil. histor.J

We m.n  rh . cdsco l i nc r i r i na r  n
we .:n bcconrc inlormcd. Miny ,
i no r8h  FRAA.  ro , . r impr ,  rh .  m
,l,ie,i.tra r b n,onrh y niBizhc, Bo
i irchaco o8r lr widens rhf d s.is
nen! termsrft lcrvcs thc.on.ksl
I 1r, rlventu,e ol rh. amdcur irchi$lotsn Leas be

nd la nrwhilpea' r!
we enrhus an.nl, wh! cheidedly rtrd joylully !hare thc

Tantalizing Climp"se"s
Chin€s acc0unh ol ovrseas erped lors dals lrom lhe lh d miiennium B.c A qeoqraphi.alencycopeda

iiom lhat era descibes a worldwde suruey ol morma ns, seas and coflinenls Sub$q!eil ch.onicks rep0n
expedtions adoss lhe P.cil c lo lhe lskolrhDBml and'Fu sano Th
aneica laneient atneian Na 4 D 2a\

By the 5th ceilufy B c., pop!larchinese leg€ndsl0 d ol a wondrous land asoss lhe €asten sea known as
lhe hle ol lhe Slesi lt was a maoiclaid ol exolc Dlalls afd prec ous slones.one ol lhe* was iade, a m neral
the Chh*e rarkd the 'Stone ol uealen. ndEd.lheChineseval@d iade morc hiqhylhanoold.Jad€ md asin
larm dehl fephrile, wec used lo make jewdry lalsfransand emb ems ol.arkiorlh€ nobiity. (lnd,?rl,4Der

ovtrthe pasl l6 Fais. Chinese archeo og sls hav€ duq up noe lhan 100 Caucashn mummes. Tlre mum'
mi€s wfl6lolnd n lour malor burlalsies scallered b€ive€n lhe ardloothils ol lhe Taf Shan ( Ce mlia Moui
lahJ)  nnodh{es tchnaandrheJrnqeso l theTak MakafDesen,somel50mksduesou lh .Thebod iesdak
lrom about2000 B.c.lo 300 8.C ll s unkiown vhde these apoarcnl Caucasians came lrofr (oeo!r/ Apri
1994. o 681

l , lesoamercanast rooqyandch ineseas l rooqyhavemanyDio loundsmi la r l i€sTheon lycomparabesvs
tem Iihe wesl slh€ 0 anetary week. Soth Mesoamdcan and ch iese aslr00gy da& l.0m about llre same pei_
od, use a combinatun ol lwo cyc es app ied to var ous lime perods, and use b ocks ol tme lor svmbo s lhe
.ommonuseo la13dayDt rod  spa i . l l a ry  n ld€s l ingUnut  lmer?a,  No10,p  34)



fi
..7r.

. Th{: wnnc$'ntj chillens. ol rlrc' I  
Boo(  o i  M.  rn . r  n  b  n ' r l c  l re  "mr  n

rh  na ' rhc  m.  n  lh  ns  Tn,  Boot . i  Mo '
nr)n is rhc s rNe m.n imrorLinr ,e.orl oa (nnl!
derl rN w rh rhc ri. eDl Anern an pNitc. Tre I ory
oi irs rnele$ 'ne$ic! h* shonc i|lo ome ol r\.
drrkest co,rcG in rh. wor d bn.y \ /hcrv.r irs mes
sise i\.mbra.cd, a iber.tin! ndbm fo owsind i5
.xpr.$cd n lot pea,r rnd riEht
olln: I ndings are corvin{ in!, irs lnrcrnilevi.len.es
persuJsivr, i8 h norc discoveries tuvcr nr8, and its
lirer.ry nyl! {.mprllis. loteve,, ih. sn8l. mon
impod.nl Iactor n winninE rlrc hu'nrn hetri b (iul,
is tre llook oi Mormofs (n.om!rcmilin3 Jnd
dynsmi. rcnlmory of Jesus chrq. Tr€ chalengc
todry, pa$ed or r, us by the sacrilces of ih inspncl
.ulro s, n kr cn* re thit rh( spc( if{ Jid I mele$
rtulh ol the Book ol Mormon..h.cs i'rlo our Senera
rion thri lesus ahrisr s the sood newr nn{l {lrc
"ma n drins fo, allol humri ly

cons d€r for a nromrn hc promirrenc€ oflesus n
rhe hn nonies ol the Book oi Momon rurhore. Eicl
writer was .apl vircd by rhe p€6on.l €xperien.r w th
the ov.f l.{s Chrtt. Th€ r tocus $Js so inrcnse and
$ cleany de'ined rhai tur crs easily oler @Led the
obvlous mosrBc, tr irvor ol Drore mr(rbus in.l
buricd doct nes Ho\rever rhc m.$rge h Dlrin d
simple n)$c rcr.ler \rho se.rnestly in q i( h oiCo.l
Lefs look.l i lew otrh.{ r.allrings ro se€ how rire
mc$t rso . iJ .ns is rea l l y t re"n . in rh ins '

1| thevery bql nnin8 ollhe BookoiMo rnon wo
find rn ic.orfl oi Leh k v s on oi rrc ric! ot L le
Quite orcn ih. niii th nB rc'nennr€red,bort cri's
vnl.n n rh. Rod oi lrcn, whicr svmbolz.s rhc N.d
olcod In fict, m.ny rv,, sr '\!e nrus{. irr8 lo rr€
Rod ol ron es we be de.eiv.t and bc oq on tor
bidden paihs.' tsorvcvcr rh€ irlruct on 8 ven in 1r
vson s  to  p re$  o  r  lowrd  r l x  r rc . I  r I l l . r  w i lh
the while nuir. Ccri',s ro rlre (ee w.s rot fc.rly .5
imporlanl .s partak ng of rhc lfu I on thc tc. The
tuit rad ihc p.wd r.lil one's soulwlh €xceedins
Br.atjoy As mponint rs f.essins hand ovcr hand on
the Rodotkonrvrr, omchow it did nol h.ve lhe sis
n licanceequrllo thetrceand ir5iruii Knowin8 rhs,
Neph askcd God lor Ji nrerpretaton ol lhe repre

Ttt" "MainThingt"
by Dan El iolt

senrJ on olllr. kee. Tre 5nn I olc.d,.sDords w lh,
'Loo ' inl thrrc in aL'll vcw or Nephi's !p firun
.ycs {,s Lhe iie, rn ristv sufid i$ and dcrth or
lentr ( hrnr NcnNv rre pure lov.olC()d r.v.rle{l r
tht iL aft nrin nry .t l{\u!. Ncph ! ite wrs nNcr
i8 t r in  ih .s in r . . l l h  he i  ign  t€d  wrh  th .  f l rmes o t i
p.Gonrl .row edge ofGxl!.c{l.cm nB ov€ rno,gr
h  rson, lesusChrn  n  rh is . tper ienc€ NeFr r  . l {dv
ered the'miin th il] rnd norn Ir.fpo nt fo^lJd hk

Lirci i', Moslrh, we i i rc.uncd dr m n slryol
K ins  B- .n r :m n .  I re  I  nB. ]e .de i  ro . :  I  h  s  poop lc
{ogether  ro  s iv .  rhcm a  i i i a l  b le$ ln8 .nd  t )
announ{r hisson rs risnr..esor prnnro h sdeath.
Wh c rlr s rvas in mponanr L\cit, irc€nain ywasnl
lhe nD n trin! n (a In,lr his peope Io8elhel ln ia{1,
lhe re(oi(l t.lh us lhal he w.nred b Eiv. rhc p.oplc
i nam€ thrl wou d n ninsui\h rhcm tom ill olher
lle spoke ofrhc rn8.l o$a8e.le ilere.lb h m rhc
i ghr beaorc they Earhercd and thJr rhe me$r8e w.5

and shall Eo loth anongd mL wotkinq
ni9hll nnads, su.h a healing the si.k,
aitk{ tht d.ad, .ausinq lhe hne to watb
th. blind b rereive their tiqht, and the deal
b hean and .uting aI nanner ol disease,i
And h. thal .ast out devits, or the etil spir-
its whi.h dwelt in the hea s ol he chidrq
ol nen. An.l Io, he ,ha| tuftet tpnPhrions,
an.l trja of I'ody, huag.a thitst, .n.l latigue,
twn norc thaa nan can tntret ekept it he
unto death; Fot brhold, blootl coneth lren
w.tf pore, tu geal shall be his ansith for
the wi.kedne$ anrt the thodinations.f his
pbph. And he sna be ca ed letus chritt,
the 'on of Cod, thr Eath.r ot heaven and
.ath, the cteatu of al lhinE, ln'h the
beEhninsi ... And oen ah.r aI thb, they
.hal .onsi&r hin a tnan, and ey that he
ha|/i' a devit, and thall..ourye hin, and shall

lM6iah 1:9A104 RLDS, MBith 3:s-9LDS).
As r GUlr ol rhi\ mc$a8. K d8 Bcnjrnr n! peo.

plc hunrbed lhenseves ind r srcrt revi!. sprcad
a.(x\ rh€ land. Th.ic p.ople erDerenced a ch.nge



of hrrd, pei.e o .onsclence .nd er.c rr haLl | rcu'jho I ill hP nr \Jr n h
m.in thl,r! r the nesa!. Rrs ldsu\ah, nr.y They hid r..edrr rn, b.o{l ot (_h,i{

rr{ L, .rlcrcd i'rl. i lirc
(orrnrrn rcn! C.(lly Lhev k ri lrron

lr \ fr'Jslblc io, !s b eir orr. i rh..lcprhs.t
(i,nli lovc, rcrtrl..
Ntnnrrr. r r s rrl. rii( c rN fulho^ s!. .om
n l (  r v r r . p . ! r c  o r r r !  |  r s { . n , , r n ( l r n y . ' r \ !
l on t r i \ l h r (  n i ' r  l h . v t r r i ( ,  t ) t  r coD le  r rou t
r h e i r k m , i  r s i r  t ( r r n . l L h r  r ! r c '  o r  r ! n l r
trlro, Tliq r \o $i rle{l lh s nr\sr!. n) L. \rnrri
r l no ,  l x r r  rh . l . , n l ,  nnh  ru r  r  t r  M [ .

ln(lir *f in . riln,nsPn, .,\ !!.
r]r vlry nof r.$igo .r l.{A \irlr .ur r( rLur n
t rn {6  rn  ncn . l \ .  \ ! f  f un  t r l l .
r !  o i  Co r l !  5 t )n r  r ] r i  k t r (  h t , l r

h.rlrf(l n, I u\. L Litrr rc.] | rc r hcrt! n 'rv (r [)
c..l i x 1 rl .rplrm !! i v. r.L!.n L r. r rl
unp .  i i g  ! !  i r . $  h t , y  rh .n  i r  n r r  r .  I  nc  1 . ,  r r

i a  n . r y . r  rh .  p r r . f t . o l r , .  F .LLhd  r  r l  i i s .es  c t )
he i i |rop. T. rt.nxnn)u rhrr rll Lrr is5 \".rk
{os.rr., nn !.od t, rn}c \vro orc Cod Jid r'.
. r  l r r  r  ! . r l n !  k ,  ,  s  p l r l l x . r  M .n  o i  r l ,  Lo . rn
sn f  r r .  . r ro i  Co ( l  r \  r c l c i . . l . r  r h .  (m \ r  r r  a r
\rrf To,.nrcrnbei thc por!,, .r lr r rtn iidr oi. r.
e i i enh  l { \ ' s ,  1 r !  nn r  o  Co( .

J{\ur r n.L on v the niin thins, n, s rhr "r.il
Lh  rg .  l l e  n  rh .  k i ' r s . i  l nn r ,  r r c  ropc  o i  gb ] l  r nd
rhc .r itul Lh.it oi rh. sostl r! r.ydlcrl i rh.

Dntlln ht' h,.,.n r n4Dhu .I h
rPPr rdr\ Hr'.xr.,r/r {'r.! A I
tt h.n Retaet n lrrnJ t)htr.l

S r .h  po$ . r . l o . \  r l  ( . ne  he ( r ! ! p . r r , . d r  n
ne$cnN. r  r , 1 )n . \  n )  v i l n r t  rh f  n$ i8 . . l f n t r
\ ! . r . r rnv  L l r f  i ' r ! {H f  r r l  l . { t r  \ ! r s  rhe 'n r  l

I\r. nf* kx][ r) i r m. wh$ A n
|cop. rh. h.i h..n rT.nn our .i rh.ir . a . rc!
F l .  r r i o .en  re ( i use  rhe ,  r . i *  r i . l | . . n  a  nhk r l
H .  rnd  A f ,u  ! i
be  Gve  in  a i , { ,  r h . y  \ r )u l . l ky , r ,  c iD r r  c r    n l
, h " l . f s ( l r h$ i  b  t t r n r  l  r e  ee { l  o r  C . . ' s  N . (  l
r a ,n  n . rd r  |  .  t r  he r . r roundcd , l r i l  I  r n , y  \ r . r  ( l
d l  ! en  J  nou r  s l r  l r e  r l i n .n  n { r l .  r h . y  L ro t r k l  1 r . l
. r pon  x .  r r . i  u  ro l  L . ,  i , r l r f |  \ . '  Thc r iP .p .
Nere  e i ( i k {  w i rh  r r i \  r f b  c  rn r  r r  p ruspe !1  . r .
!.o. \c.. a'.\r r! \!irh r rx. h.ri! so fr.h $,
L l  . i r e '  / \  n . . nn  nn r . k I  r i \ h (  r r i .  r  nu ,  rh rp !o -
r .  r r . i  \ ' i n re i  1o  h rw  nu .  sp . ( i r n  rd r i L  r  u i
h.N t. rl.rr rhr m{1, ifd xxl Lo r.t r 1o cle.k
ih .n  t i  t h  1A  r rL  l l , I  i . l  RLDs ,  A ln r i  1 l :  I  l L ) s )

L rp  ro  rh i s  tD  n r  n .  r c i  n .nv  , c r i  ! ! c r  o i
l cas ,  rn  whe i  rhc  na ) tn r t r r f u rJu r rLo le i  r rnoe
. l  t ) r i  r s  r r . \ ccJ ,  An r  bcs t rn  t , i ( h  r s  r l n r
i  ) . ! r rh .  n r  (  y  oa rnn l rn i l r  r c  I
c \D l i i i ed  b  rnn  rboL r  1 , .
h ra  i t . .  L  )  i n  l hcw inh  n \s , , , n ( l how i r  r cp resenr
e. rh. srr. ol Cod rcv.i€{l rn.lrr l{\u! Hc
.{prin.d lhat th( w.6 lr. v. y narl LhcJ \tere lo
! l . n l  n  rh . r  hcJ i s  r vh .h  wou  { l s ' . u r  unb  c ld ,m
iie As r turu 1oi the Deop e re.c v rg rr s ilprcd

m.sn,s!, llrty wer€ corve'rod ro t:h,in, ir. r Nr.al
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Tha'e trru maiy wheses or rhc Eook olMormon
iound amon8 nar veA'neri..ns. whicwoA.gwilh rh€
ojibwry rtuliiis, we lound lrc book 'K.hiCami" n
thc Crnlgae Libr y Hrlav.d, W
v. ume tc s oflhe Ojibwry! bnch balk wrrins. These
sa.tud wir ngs on Mide rollbirch birk are fas.inatiry'
Thcy potuay dGwin8s ol Benea ogica rccods, temp e
wiswams, thel'eeof fe, thelhr€3ods, erc The book
relk ol the piethood ofthe M dewiwins and then deity
called "Mide Manido" (Chnd Medcine Spnir)r The
Kitchi-cami al5o ftounb other great pa.all€ 5 boMeen
the ojibway psple's belief and lhe Book or Momon

WhiJ€ ralkins wlth a Chinee lamily in K.nsas CirY
aboLl dE Book ol Momon, the rubject that in€ered
tem most Ms lhe t@e or liie becau€ ol their srear iB_
dllion oncningthG synbol. Pt€€nlly thec k conrid
enb e inteet in $e te oi lile thro(sholr rhc oronr
The $veelen eviden.c ol t rher L€hilud Nephil\vir on\
n i rho  rce  o '  | f r  E  n  9 t r r ,1 t r loseroD,n i ,Me. i .u
5 C"" d" 

"bl. 
'ni"'-.' ion ,\ .on e roih .on!(n

ins thc wetsht oa ihe sold
Dlaies con,prisin8 thc Baok
or Mormon. loseph Sives a
beaurifu d€$ pton of the

by Thornas D. Cott le

Dur inRrhc  i n  s t  n .n rh \ ,  r r yw lc  Pd ty in . l l r l vc
rcisc. cr.[ orre, th]r be.iu\c 1'e
i.r w heses.lrho Book olMo,m
ro i..epr it on L, 1r ify 'n.,e lrnoos trkr fiirh, rlmulh,
ro hc evr loseph Snirh,lL\ {rd
ivronoi k th. Kcy{om or .!
wotriler rei,.,roCod l)vibn 'rg hy 6 prcrcph rlli

The rry\ilr w Lne$e! olrh. Bo.k.iMom.n rv.
hecn .ont nullf i..!m rr rE o
lve ycaA rni re wo rhy or ,.vi
w i rh i (h . . . ! y  r r r  o r l q r  ! n

lvh e inYu.rran r rheil,eir, rr. cnr Mryrn r.rop
olk.f Tu um, fry ii('trxl | \iw rvnlcr(e oi rhe rh,..
No.ls ol lrc Uoo( .r M.rmn
look rs lrc Ci,brerr sei, s rh! l.4e{ reirrr. ol
Tu  um.  ALL l r .  r q r . r rh  s  h rF .  runp . . re  r l nPe  nn . r :
onc  p rne  I ' i s  L l r kn ,o i r  nL 'n ,  rh r  k !p r r . l h rs rh .

is upsnlo d!xi; rhe rhnn rno i\
h in [  I ho  M i ! ] n \  ! , v  Lh .  r r c
d r i r v  rhPV a rph  r  r | r r  r r r  f  a rD i
i h.rv.r rhr \f.orl l n,l

, inr. {la$r t, v { r r ren,j rxlth. rriil, rlr. bl, l pi reL
.  ncs$c  1 , .  s .n . i  Nhon  rh . r  kno l  V ry  l i r r .

Alo ri nr.r.n rr rulunr r i iMll t,n,dP in lrc
mn  l r  o l  rh .  . . npo lnd  rh  !  r l f r r i .  r i \  . r  l  . x '

rhc Dtrn. li\ rl b n) oi rrc
i i ,  t r 1d { ,  ro r r
. l o ( r  t ,  vs r  r r$ l
!ionr on rhe rrPn $ill

L{nr is r t\! born
aribb.an o\$rlrr l.ilg. tr r). o
r  n r ,  i  n , v . t  { n  sh in . s  rh ids r  |  1 ,  D  t . h  o r  I  r e  hG.
r.tr,Dlc, tri!. s r rtLs rhr..f'!r
{eoplerr.!!h r \mi , rhnr d l.c, trnn illunr rirA rlr.
r . t r t r o  o r  rh .  bJv  l h ! ( , re . l r r i . b . i u r r i . vcn r i \



leller' blr does nol m.nlion thc wcishr. ()rhoR who
"hetued' the Diles do gve eirnrtB ol $en wcishr
bensbeMeen 40 ro 60 polid! tlshr shins shed on
thi5 mrter by sonre very nrerenirNwor( toDr theMis!
a.husers In+irure of re.hnoloNyr if d orheF cor.ernin!
rn .r .allcd TLnrbasr.j Thc ruso,r.h offons ol rhcsc
proie.l! provnle Drool{hrrrht cnimdls oflostpls lol
letrguesJ,efttur Cor.ernins rlE N.![irc rccods, 1lr
Boo[ of Momon 6e i menrion\ or y "ore' (] Nephi
19  |  LDS,  N tph i  2 rB  RLD5) ,  wh i l e  pup  so ld  so ry
mcntloncd ln Lonjun.iion wirh th. Ncnrylivc lrrcdirc
plarostMGrh 8:9 LrJS, Mosrr s64 RLDsI

somo ofrhc mon excit ns evidcn.es ol ihe Book of

ion abour rhe erear, whire sod rhar vsired rh.m. one
exampleofthe mrny n rhe autho

The threesrcd Qul.he narions... arc desLendm6
ot L\e Ten Tribes oI rhe xinsdom of llrae , w rom
shalmrnEer rcduced ro peDerua capriviiy and
who, tndinS rhemsetves on lhe border of Asyr
la, rcsolved to emig6te.... These, rhen, were ihe
lhre nations of Quiches, and lhey Gme rrcm
where lhe sun r F5, descendanls ol hGe , ot lhe

fnsolAbEham and,acob. ... Nowon theMn-
ty€iEhth of Sopbmber of I ss4 we sisn rhk anee
ration in which E hav€ w ten rh:t which by
tadition ou an.esb6 b d us, who .ade tmm
$e dher pafr ol the Fa, ibm civan Tutan, bdF
detilE on Baby anta. lrnle af the Lods of r.r@

Anoiher w ha*olrhe Bm[.lMomon hasbeen rhe
work .on.eir nE the Mulek res lr Jddir on ro relerr.h
.on.omns th. r'hoen.trns is rnorher very nteren nB
tusdrh Drcj(r n k.rnd Ihis work susscns Mulok
boujrhr r paiy lrin& lloMee.aneica.nerMrlel na.
rien r prin.?* olEurope dercnr. H s snrerTrmar rrd
be.onre queon ot keland and so financial br.[inB fo, tho
d..an voyalj. lvotrkl hrve bc.n no ptublcnr A Bcncalo
sy svfs lhe r.yil iease ol lrelin.l, whe,e leranr:h
rook Mulek, htrs proven ro be very iniere(in8. olam
Fodhh llercnrrh!) cinn, Loush crcw Hill, ncrr od
Cisrle,lFlind ard rheEene" osyolrhp oyihy ol Eunpr
htrle h6.me tr lo.Jlpoiniof rhis rcear.h.

TheP has been Erear inrer?nshow
aspccr of rhc Sook ot Mofton. 

'rhc 
ned 1e^ yea6

!hould be las.inat ns. ln rhe merntime, er uslollowthe
admonirion ol Xin3 Bcnjim n who $id, "O fry $n!,
would rhar ye +ould remember rh3r ihese laylnss are
rruei and also thal these re.ords are tue. And behold,
a r lhe p ates of Nephi, wh ch coniain Ihere.ord!and
the syinss ol our Iathe6 from the iime rhey leh
leruelem uti now, and rhey a.e tuer and we can
know of rhek 5urely because we have ihem beforc ouf
eyes.And nov mysons,lwould that ye should €mem-
ber b sarch $em dillgeniy,lhatye may p@fit the.ebyi
and I would ihat y€ should keep the.omnandmenb or
cod, rhat y€ may polper in ihe land ac.odins b th€
prohi*swhi.h the Lord mad€ unro our fithe6" (Mosi-
ah 1,6 7lDS, Moriah 1,9-12 RLDS).

codle k a rdned dentin ttu Llke as||4o,
and his flte, Paty, arc .wenny etvinq a tutt
tT the LDs chu.h at the Libedy lril visids

F.y.s_.,ra;r,L+iNn

S'T'oi
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Once a yerr, | rerd rll 6ree s.fiptures ircm nont
to back (coler to cov€r). Why? Or beter yei why
nol? | had just linhhed rcadins th€ Book oaMormon
and was pr€parlnt to read rhe Do.tine rnd
covenanls when lhe Lord spok€ to me He arked me
ii lcould tellhim in a tew shot words whd h s m.s
sage was in the Book ofMormon. As IhouBhr upon
thk, my mind beEan to fomulate an Jnsw.r: rhe
Nephlles the Bood pmple; the Lamariles - the bad
peopl€ Th€ sood 'ro badi rhe bad no Bood; lhen lh€
soodBobada8a in-Nawl Ih is  junddn ' l seemr ishr .
whar raalywasrho me$a8e rhatthe Lord waslrying
io ser u5 io unle6trnd? ree inB ashanred, told the
Lord thd d d nor reJlly know As the teare nowed
dow^ my .heeks and w€t fte cover ot my Book or
Mormon, rhe Loftl spoke ro me agnin and said, "Dry
your rea6, my son. tor even rhoush you have nor
rcceived lhe lull unde6tandinE ot the Book or Mots
mon, yod have hrd more des re than most olmy peo
p elo read those words round wirhin Ihe books which
I hale comnranded ro b€ wrlr€n by my prophec ot
long aso. I w ll pla.e you upon rhe path, rhal you
mi8hr lind therue maaningofrhe Book ol Momon.
lwillshow you th€ path, bur you truq do fte wak-
n3.  fyou  ask , lw i l  ns ruc t . '

The Lod then sh@ed mo a book thrl he desired
meto re.d. | rcad andrcadand read thar ltuk holorc
Inally €l t aside. wow How could one book, wrt
ren in my I me, h.re such in inllu€&e upon myundeF
nandina ot an ancienl holy bmkl I ne had a lull€r
und€Blandingofth€ 3.o[ of MormoniBut as pEyed
Io my heav€nly Father and thanked h m lor hishelpand
suidance, he rold me r lni did not have $e "rull
ne$'oithe unde6tandin8 oi Ihe Bmk oiMomon.

I picked up a pen and pad of paper and wrol€
down whd I had l€am€d so aar then laid my pen
down and b.srn ro pray lor moE guldance. Thii ir
where wo'd.rnerr happeDedl Aher had fnirhed
prayins, I slowly opened my eY€s io s.e my pen
Eoin8 acro$ thc prperlldid noteven know lhe pen
was in my hand and evetr morc ofa surprise we.e rhe
word, lhat w€re wrinen. rheysimply sJid, "This time
rcad my words spirillally, not Iempor.lly." I donl

l
2

-a

ih nkyou.ould hav€limed howquickly lrer.hon for
nry Book ofMohod. lt bok r wh le for me lo learn
how ro rc.d spnitualy, but when Inally dld, a
wholc new world opened up to me. When I lin sh€d
rerdins th€ Book olMomon,I prayed to hy h€av€n-
ly Farh€r and rhinked him and told him lhat I now
kn€w wh.t the lul nels ol the undestandiru wa'
lesus chrkl is lhe Son ol cod and my Redeemer
lmmediJely I was flooded wiih the mon inlenseteel
lns otthe Hoy spnit lhive €ver ieh.lsn l Cod won-
dedul(or should Lsay, a wotderme,ral



Ihe Lord lsus promiFd the Book .l MDrmon
peopl4 thrtfie r historywould be delivercd to their
seed byrhe cenril€s. lt would conrain $eiullnesof
the scpelrausht by l€sus chrisl lo their ance$o^.lt
would rcture lhem to fte pmmh* Cod made to

since cominB to Honduras in 1991, I hale wit-
ne$ed lhe Lord reeal nathelrulhtulne$ ol the Book
ofMormon in lullillinB thd.ov€nant. The fnst pe6on
I baptized, when I came ro sicuatepeque, was lita
can€lhnos. she k now my wite and the morher oi
ourtwin bot5.In the bqinninS,Tita had many pDb-
letu wirh the sook ofMormon and our relarionship
nearlyended oler th€ matter Her initialrcaction was
to leav€ when 5he li6traw ton thechurch pews. We
decided to rollow the admonition in ,am€s l:s (rV,
Klv) and pray togelher lor spiritual Euldan.e.

Aboul l0 da'5 laler Tita had a drcam. A Nonh
Ame can man appearcd in tod o{ her a, she wrs
readins the Book of Momon. she hld it behind h€r
back so he wou d not call her a Mormoi. He nto-
duced h msellns Dan andlold her he was a memb€r
olrhe RLDS.hurch. Tita said she aGo anended iherc.
Then he toklher, "Sutyou donl believe ln rhis book
lholdins r Book of Momon in his handl. she eid,
"Oh, this book" as she pu ed out the Book ofMots
mon from behind h6back. Drn told her, "Thk is the
ttuth, study t." she awoke and was imnediately
reminded ol her previous prayeL cod had revealed

Tita soon shared wirh m€ Ih s te{lmo^y and I
looked fora phoioor Dan Elllot who hrd sharcd the
rcstoralion me$asewth ne. .ould notind itatthe
ume. About two weks ater sha wrs lookinB thrc!8h
nllthe pholos in mywa let As shewas pullin8 them

out one ar a rim€, she suddenly tapped ny
shou derand w th excit€mentsa d, "Cary, ih s is
Danr" Sherccosdized him trcfl thedrcam wen
though she had never m€t him or he.rd ne
des.ribe my b€st trlend,Iila began lo!isorou*
ly l€stiay ol$edream and ltbecame oneolthe
early tesl nonies for the work ln Honduras.

Artuo comez i5 an ed& n 3e ize, cenlral
America. ln 1990 he r€ceived a scries ol thr€e
idenrical spirltualdreams. He saw a la'3e blt.k
book des.end nom healen wlth the tile lhe
Mystery ofthe r.erru€r inscfibed ln go d ette6
on the cov€L In the last dream a lady identited
he6all rs hh Brandmother whom h€ had never
mer. she rcvea ed to him that thk bookwas nol
one but th@. The book was opened and he 5aw
rhe Inspnod v€Eion of rhe Bible, Sook ofMoF
mon and Docrine rnd covenanls. sh€ then
ask€d A urc to take rhe .eslored sospe ro hef
family in Cholute.a, Hondums where he was
bom. I-le obeyed lhis revelation and as of this
dab rherc are liftyrwo b.plized membeGther€

In Ap l995, Moncho Leiva was a min(rer
in rnorher church wher€ the Eroup had be€d

.And when y. sh.ll r.eive thek drings, I would
exhort you rhat )t muld .sk Cod, thc ctcm.l F rhci in
drc..mc.lch st, if these thLnss are not truej And if ye
shall ask with a inceft heart. with re.I intmt, having
hithincl st, he NiU manifesfhe tuth or it untu you, by
dre power ol dre Holy ch6tj and by the powq of the
Holy ch6t, ye may knotr the truth oiill rhins"r'

(Mo6ni l0i4-5 RLDS, LDS)



dnnnved. ll€ be3 rncnd rs .n RLDS .hurch
wheG a ntrn iJmcd M:,in. ako atlended. Mon.ho
bq.ri r.r{:hing.t.$es.fd hotdin! n,rvces ar Mir-
no's rouse wher€ h. began k, open y cili.2c rh.
Book ol Mohon. One d.y Mariio! morhclin law
as [ed  h im  ho r r  ] €  co l i d . i r . : zc .  h .ok  rh i r  he  h .d
nevcr reid This nrciB (ouns.l nrud h.ve beei

r un.loul,r!d v..uscd ri'n r. hurr
J r h mn:lf belde tre Lod

A retr weekr l.r.r M.n(h. hid i dre. \vlr!tu I
app.ar.d bcfttr! hin lerch ng rh. B.ol.iM.rnri.
V\t. rad rcv€r nrer L.forc in.l rp hid on y D'erorr

I  rn \ , . i r  | l c  { , . n  t . "nd .u th r
I wrr ro d nB serui.cs n rh. h.ne or inotre e d.r
ia'ned E i.L He w.nlo v( 1 .nd iouful hinr luc
wn)Chr . [Sper ]  Theyhq . r r i s . r r \ o ld i \ . u *ons
rvh  (h  l r f  ( t r nx ' r . n \ ' . ( ! n l i o i  n rn rc r  a re l vwen
b  r re  Lo rd  i r  D  i v . ,  r \  i )  wh i r  we  s rook ldo

lilo \!e![! ile, lon.h. r,tr] r {!on.ld!.nn.
Hc ind I wcrc 30 i:j up b r nDunl.r I ro pre.r.h Llrc
Sorpcl bsdrho, E a5 an.] | iek rh.r ouf pr.ryc^ had
lrc.n trn5wered indde.iiltd lovs rMon.ho F.llow.
ns mtrny v6ls .nd diJLus ons, Mon r) (o'np ered

rurdnN ilre Book ol Mornror. Hc rd been.oi-
vi'r.en oi e!€ry nL'iof p,in,4ne oi dE Bosrel .\.cpr
kr rulhoriry and rhe need 1o rc rt.hrt,rizcd He h.d
p rev ious l y  b rp rz id  n r i r y  peo te  rnd  1  Jd l Jnx ,h id
to r  h  m ro  i c .ep r  l h i \  pa iLU l . t r  r ru rh  rh .  r . d .on .
tnued ro brnB hinr Inowlcdse iid r*uf,nr..
throuSh onc drin ane, inolhe( ll! Jlso r'1ncs.d
lhe heilins oi r younN s lhd w.s ierr n.nlh H.
had never belorc wnncsed r n, ri. e )y rlre ,yin8on

'rhus, 
lhrough the pow. u witnGs ihe Lord, his

heai w.\ hunrbc.l .nd he chose Lo 1r biprizcd in
Scntentrer 1995. On lh ! dry ra, Ho v 5p rit srrok€ to
nre is I Doiderc.l ovcr rh-. .onrnmrlion .nd srd "nol
orly rvil you liv on r"nd\ i. .orl€r rhe gin ol rh.
Hoyspir1, botyou rvi rlso orlrrn rm io elder"

The ord nalion of Moncho was approved bv i
brrn.h v.te i'r Ocol€ nn.l \!i\ \.r ld Novennr€r 20,
1995 .  A1 lhd  s rn rc  rme  l r i n ie , l he i i l he foa  r  I [ i c
s who was reiled, decnbd r. lr biprizcd rhe
baprsdr wr! ni fr rhe.ller roon ind the ordi'dion

A l l r l r  mcmbcBo l rhe  h ran .h  p lLF  i  Gw vknoE
.nv€n  fo r  r l r  b rp r i l n r .  had  p?vbusv  heen .sked
to penorm Ihe bipr in bur as[.rl Drn c] JEar r'ro
hewan led  l o  b .p rzeh im.  Nc rcp l i cd , '  had  anpanr
thh week rnd Mon.ho brDrized nre" 50 I w6
.Breed bv rllprcscnrrhar Morcho wo! d beoda ned
on the baDIor 1he rivn AIrr hi\ ordinaron, x] rh.n
bapriz.d Drn c an.i h swilewth poweratrd a($or

'I

.3

ly lhc worl becrn lo grow i| .bridrdLc rhou8h
hi\ tuninDry Moncho is now ii .hr4rc oi r n.xly
enablsred work in Las Con.hr\.

The Loftl ! ilkxvins rhc Lananir€s lo b€3r to
b  o$om a5 a  rose  l lour te t in ronyGlJ lanr rh .Boo[
o iMornroo  nre$rge w i lBo  lodh. l l  l v i l l so , .von  rs
we hive lreen.omdiandc.lol th! L(rd, b Nj.ar:cui
:nd tJ rhe othe, neighbornE n iois, ro rh. r.mnant

tr rG Lfr/i f).r'f r.vonrd) r.,rr he! rn tfu ,rc,r c,rry
and hi' \iIe, tik, hve ^\in hors
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