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A} the old year closes and a new year begins, most of us will
spend at least a few moments in reflection on the blessings,
successes and failures of the past year, as well as our hopes and
desires for the new vear. As we at FRAA reflect upon 1997,
we are most thankful for God’s abundant blessings and for the
prayers and support of each of you. With God's blessings and your
help, FRAA has been able to reach thousands with the message
of hope and salvation. Hearts have been touched, and lives have
been changed.

As we consider the future, it would be good for each of us to
pause to remember the words of Alma to the church in Zarahem-
la. Alma had just resigned from the position of chief judge so he
could spend full time in ministry. Alma’s message challenged the
church members to examine and improve upon their relationship
with God. After inquiring of the people regarding a number of the
requisite steps, he tells them that if they have not done these
things “ve are not prepared to meet God.”

As we enter the new vear, it is our hope that each of us will
make that preparation required to meet God. Ultimately, this
is our goal at FRAA; to assist all who desire to make that
preparation in their lives. It is our prayer, as it was Paul’s hope,
that we may each press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus. May God bless you in your efforts
to serve Him in 1998,

Contents ...

Mercy and Justiceof God. . ........ ... ...t 3
by John Henderson

Providence, Time and Prophecy............. 6
by John H. Wolf

Sanctifying The Church .................. 12

by Roland L. Sarratt

Divinity of Jesus Christ.. ... TP g e 14
by Pat Chadwick




The

“Your mother went straight lo
hell because she was never bap-
tized,” the Catholic priest told s

Susan when she sought com- e
fort following her mother's funeral.

“But she was a wonderful person. She did more s
kindness to other people than any Christian |

know, and she believed in Christ as her Savior.”
“She never attended our services and never

received baptism, so no matter how we ratio- = &

nalize it, she has gone below purgatory to the
burning hell,” the priest affirmed.

Refusing to believe anyone as kind as her mother
would be consigned to such an awful end, Susan
sought comfort from a Protestant minister who re-
sponded by turning to (Mark 16:16 KJ) Mark 16:15 IV.
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not, shall be damned.” Laying his
Bible down the minister added, “I'm sorry Susan, but
other scriptures say the same thing. You must he
haptized.”

As she drove home, Susan questioned the fairness
of God: These ministers insist that anyone who is bap-
tized will go to heaven even though he or she may
never have done a worthy thing, but they condemn
Mother who believed in Christ but spent her life in
China working in a relief organization ministering to
the sick and feeding the destitute.

In deep, troubled thought, Susan crossed a bridge
almost oblivious to a gathering of people at the
stream. Seeing a small child near the road cautioned
her, and aware that a baptismal service was in
progress, she parked and sat in her car, a feeling of
anger toward God filling her mind. But for a simple
ceremony like this, mother could be enjoyving the
wonders of heaven instead of the burning of hell.
God can’t be just.

The gathering dispersed. A woman and a man who
was carrying three leather-bound books walked

rand Justice
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by John Henderson

toward her. “Hello,” the man said
as they passed,

“Wait!" Susan called after
them. “Are you a minister?”
The man turned. “Yes, | am Elder

Ronald Eyom, a Restoration gospel minister.”
“Would you tell me about baptism?” Susan asked
and poured out her heart about her concerns for

her mother.

R

= % Joyce, the elder’s wife, was touched by Susan’s

story, “Lel’s move over Lo that park picnic table.
| know Ron will be glad to answer your questions.”

At the table Ron began. “I know your concerns and
| know the Lord also understands. He is just and he
has provided for people like your mather. The Bible
tells us we must believe and be baptized to be saved.
That is true for every person who has the opportunity
to hear of Christ and be baptized. But literally mil-
lions of people have never heard the name of Christ.
Others have never had the opportunity to be baptized
because no one has had the authority to perform that
ordinance.” Ron turned in his Bible to Revelation 12
and read about the woman who represents Christ’s
church. When he had finished, he said, “According to
this, she was caught up to a place prepared for her by
Cod. We believe the church was taken from the earth
for 1260 years. During that period no one on earth
had authority to baptize.”

“What happened to all the people who lived dur-
ing the 1260 years?” Susan asked. “Did they all go to
hell without a chance for eternal life?”

Ron answered, “No, Susan. Many scriptures were
left out of the Bible or later taken out. In fact, that was
ane of the major reasons for the apostasy that drove the
church into the wilderness. Those scriptures that were
taken out revealed the mercy and justice of God.”

Jovce said, “But when the church was restored in
1830, the Lord restored those scriptures. He also gave
us the Book of Mormon and modern-day revelations
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Cod is just. Fven though he has commanded all to be baptized, he does not hald anyone accountable to his com-
mands who never heard the commaneds

that are recorded in a book entitled Doctrine and
Covenants.”

“That's right,” Ron said. “I'll read a couple of scrip-
tures.” Ron opened the Book of Mormon to || Nephi
6:41-56 RLDS (Il Nephi 9:17-271.0DS) and read:

O the greatness and the justice of our God!
For he executeth all his words, and they have
gone forth out of his mouth, and his law must
be fulfilled. But, behold, the righteous, the
saints of the Holy One of Israel, they who
have believed in the Holy One of Israel; they
who have endured the crosses of the world,
and despised the shame of it; they shall inher-
it the kingdom of God, which was prepared
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for them from the foundation of the waorld:
and their joy shall be full for ever. O the greal-
ness of the mercy of our God, the Holy One
of Israell...

Susan interrupted. “What about the 1260 years!
There must have been pood people living during that
time. Were they condemned to endless torment?”

Ron continued, “Listen to this as | read on in the
same scripture:”

O how great the holiness of our God! For
he knoweth all things, and there is not any-
thing save he knows il. And he cometh inlo
the world that he may save all men, if they
will hearken unto his voice; for behold, he



suffereth the pains of all men:... And he com-
mandeth all men that they must repent, and
be baptized in his name, having perfect faith
in the Holy One of Israel, or they can not be
saved in the kingdom of God, And if they will
not repent and believe in his name, and be
baptized in his name, and endure to the end,
they must be damned; for the Lord God, the
Holy One of Israel, hath spoken it; wherefore
he hath given a law; and where there is no
law given there is no punishment; and where
there is no punishment, there is no condem-
nation; and where there is no condemnation,
the mercies of the Holy One of Israel have
claim upon them, because of the atonement:
for they are delivered by the power of him: for
the atonement satisfieth the demands of his
justice upon all those who have nat the law
given to them, that they are delivered from
that awful monster, death and hell, and the
devil, and the lake of fire and brimstone,
which is endless torment; and they are
restored to that God who gave them breath,
which is the Holy One of Israel. But wo unto
him that has the law given; yea, that has all
the commandments of God, like unto us, and
that transgresseth them, and that wasteth the
days of his probation; for awiul is his state!

Then Ron turned to Romans 2:11-13:

For there is no respect of persons with God.
For as many as have sinned without the law
shall also perish without the law; and as many
as have sinned in the law shall be judged by
the law: (for not all hearers of the law are
just before God, but the doers of the law are
justified...).

“You see,” Ron said, “God is just. Even though he
has commanded all to be baptized, he does not hold
anyone accountable to his commands who never
heard the commands. Now let’s turn to Mosiah 9:176
RLDS (Mosiah 21:33 LDS) in the Book of Mormon:”

And it came to pass that King Limhi (a
Nephite king, who with his people was held
in bondage by the army of a Lamanite king)
and many of his people were desirous o be
baptized; but there was none in the land that
had authority from Cod,

“Finally,” Ron said, “let's read the words of Jesus
when he came to the people on this continent:”

And whoso cometh unto me with a broken
heart and a contrite spirit, him will | baptize
with fire and with the Holy Ghost, even as the
Lamanites, because of their faith in me, at the

time of their conversion, were baptized with
fire and with the Holy Ghost and they knew it
not. Behold, | have come into the world to
bring redemption unto the world, to save the
world from sin; therefore whoso repenteth and
cometh unto me as a little child, him will |
receive; for of such is the kingdom of God. (Il
Nephi 4:50-51 RLDS, 1ll Nephi 9:20-21 LDS).
“These Lamanites had no opportunity to be bap-
tized,” Ron continued, “so Jesus sent fire and the
Holy Ghost 1o them for a baptism. They were con-
verted, but they didn't even know they had been bap-
lized. Immediately after his appearance to the people
on this continent, Christ ordained men with the
autharity to baptize and instructed them in perform-
ing the ordinance. The answer to your question, then,
is that those who have been given the law and have
the opportunity to be baptized will be judged by the
law and rewarded or condemned by the law. They
will be required to be baptized. However, when this
knowledee or opportunity is not given, Christ as law-
giver and savior will send fire and the Holy Ghost to
baptize those whose lives and dedication make them
acceptable in his kingdom. That must include your
maother, Christ is the judge.”

fohn and his wife, Lillie. five in Athany, Oregon, lohn
and Lillie have co-authored o number of books includ-
ing Secrets of the Last Sunrise, Keys 1o the Hidden Mys-
lerics and Discovery of the Last Chapters Volumes One
and Two, They attend the Salem Restoration Branch.
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ﬁ Providence,
Time and

by John H. Wolf

Considerable media attention and individual
speculation is being given to the approaching
end of the second millennium and the arrival of
the third. In our culture, we sometimes admire
and honor mystic knowledge, but we usually
regard it as irrational until we come to a time
like this. Then we're afraid to ignore the mystic.
In addition, the western mind since the Enlight-
enment, has seen lime almost exclusively as lin-
ear. Most ancient cultures, however, thought of
time as cyclical.l Nevertheless, we are so stuck
on our own system that we have a hard time
entertaining an alternate possibility. We act as
though God surely sees time as we do. But we
know that can't be true. We have been assured
that God's scheme of time is high above ours.2

The Maya/Nephite civilization developed a
grand, sophisticated time scheme that was in
some ways superior o ours. It combined the
best af both these schools of thought into a vast,
prophetic time design. Whereas we operate on
decimals, factors of 10, they operated on a
vigesimal system, with factors of 20. We have
only seven days in a week, however, rather than
10 and vary the length of our months from 28 to
31 days. The Maya used 20 days in something
like a long week or a short month. This was
called a “uinal.” Eighteen uinal made a year
with five left over “bad days.”* The year was
called a “tun.” Twenty tuns made a “katun.”
Then 20 katuns made a “baktun.” A baktun was
400 years, an important prophetic time span for
the Mava/Nephites.*

When Nephi says “600 years,” that is one and
one-half baktun and would have been an awe-
some and impressive prophetic date to the
Maya/Nephites.> Unlike ourselves, they were
exact in calculating dates and gave them spiritu-

The glyphs bordering this article appear on the Mayan calendar.
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Prophecy

al significance. They calculated prophetic events
both forward and backward in time and fully
expected those events to happen on certain spe-
cific dates, Therefore, in our English translation
when Samuel says, “five years more cometh,” he
no doubt gave an exact date.® When he goes
further to predict that on that date “there shall
be a new star arise,”” he would have greatly
impressed his Maya/Nephite listeners. Five years
later when “there was a day set apart by unbe-
lievers,”8 it was not just a random, final “due
date.” They were terrified because a baktun and
a half was up.? They expected horrible things to
happen. They were right, but the upheaval hap-
pened at Christ's death, not at his birth. They
were 34 years off. In lll Nephi 4:6 RLDS (Il
Nephi 8:5 LDS) we get the exact Maya date of
Christ’s death.10

Critics of the Book of Mormon point out that
from the fall of King Zedekiah to the birth of
Jesus was not exactly 600 years. Mot in our sys-
tem, but it comes out precisely in the sophisti-
cated Mavya/Nephite scheme,’! The Nephites
had always looked forward to the coming of the
Messiah, the Christ, throughout their history.
Later they were no doubt frightened and mysti-
fied when Samuel the Lamanite prophesied
that in exactly one baktun—400 years—after the
coming of Christ, their civilization would end in
cataclysmic self-destruction.!? After that, only
the Lamanites would be left. Three baktun later,
in 1600 AD, the Spanish conquest then fell on
the Lamanites.’* The Toltec/Maya of the Yucatan
peninsula fell to the Spaniards in forlorn resigna-
tion as though they knew that an age of affliction
and calamity had arrived. In another half baktun,
the Book of Mormon would come forth. Today, a
full baktun, 400 years from the dissolution of the
Mava civilization, brings us to what the Nephites
calculated was the absolute end of the age. They



computed the end to be December 23, 2012
AD.4 We probably should not take that date too
seriously. However, it can be taken at least as
seriously as we are taking January |, 2000 AD.

There are rationales for power that differ from
those of the late 20th century. Many decry all the
wars described in the Book of Mormaon. Yet our
20th century has been the most brutal hundred
years in human history. Nor have we accepted
the prophetic warnings of the Book of Mormon
prophets regarding our time. Our rationales have
honored power over people rather than power
hetween people and power indwelling time and
the cosmos.'s The Maya/Nephites saw time cycles
overlap in a matrix of complex rhythms of village
life, elite politics, international warfare and deep
spirituality. Both Mormon and his son Moroni
looked down the ages to the coming forth of the
Book of Mormon. They trusted divine sovereignty
and saw this event in a prophetic time frame.

Whether from the jungle rain foresls of
Mesoamerica or from the Isle of Patmos, the
prophets agree that “the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.” 1 While it would be a prize
understatement to say of our time that humani-
ty's plans have been confounded, Book of Mor-
mon prophets and timekeepers assumed history
and time were God's creation. We agree. Gad
invaded history in the person of Christ Jesus and
even though history and time may always be
punctuated by apparent forsakenness, they are
yet the place of God's seli-disclosure, and there-
fore, prophetic.!?

Ohservatory at Chichen Itza,

John Wolf is an Fvangelist with the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in the
Michigan region. John and his wife, Jann, reside
in Clare, Michigan.
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It is being said by some that the plates of the
Book of Mormon, as Joseph Smith described them,
would have weighed more than 600 pounds. There-
fore, they say, there were no plates.

This information is erroneous and is based on a
common error in mathematics. A cubic foot of gald
weighs 1,200 pounds. It might seem logical that a
six-inch cube would be half the weight of a:12<inch
cube. Actually, it requires E|ghl sm-lrldl@ubes to
equal one 12-inch cube in v léglg J‘uETx-lnch cube
weighs 150 pounds, not 60

loseph  estimated  the pla’tﬁ
6"x6"x8", or /3 larger than a six-in
total wwght of 200 pound _- or a solid Igb
of that size.

ing the * ‘appearance of gold' The eight
whose testimony is in the Book of ‘Wormon
described them the same way. Neph| said """. he
had gold, silver and copper auallablfl in abundance
when he made the plates of “ore.’

The Scientific American of June 1984 describes
the metallurgy of the artifacts of the Pre-Columbian
era in Central and South America as having the
appearance of gold when they were actually "tum-
baga gold,” and made of gold, silver and copper or
only gold and copper. Some of the artifacts
described contained as little as 12% gold and 88%
copper, Others contained as much as 40% gold,

@@@@ﬂ@@@ﬂlﬂllﬂirﬂlrﬂlrﬂl@@

Tantalizing Climpses
Possible Weight of the Plates of the Book of Mormon

by Mildred Nelson Smith

be about |

48% silver and 12% copper. This “tumbaga gold”
appeared lo be solid gold. Even the edges of very
thin sheets were covered with gold,

By calculating the weights of the metals possibly
used to make the plates, we discover that a solid
block of metal 6"x6"x8" would weigh between
98.9 and 129.8 pounds. Since they were engraved
sheets, however, their weight would have been
much less. We can only estimate how much less,
Joseph's brother, William, who hefted the plates but
did not see them, estimated that they weighed about
60 pounds. Certainly they were not loo heavy for a
strong young man to handle!

Mildred Nefs n Smith's complete testimony regar-
ing her research on the weight of the plates is found
in her ' The Master's Touch, page 306 entitled,

“A Colassal Error in Mathematics.”

References:
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From Our Readers...

Best wishes to all of you. God bless all of you in your
wark to bring people to Christ through the assisted help
of the Book of Mormon.

Independence, Missour

My wife and | enjoy your magazine immensely and
will be sending you a sign of our support in the mail.
Our prayer is that the Lord will bless and prosper all the
true believers in the Book of Mormon.

tdiami, Florida

| am unable to send money for a new subscription
right now but when | can, | certainly will. | really enjoy
The Witness, and | have loaned it out to different friends.
| read ther over and over. Thank you.

I not only enjoy the reading of the articles—but the
artwork is excellent.
Milton, Florida

Enclosed is a check for $nnn to help in the Lord's
woark. It is not convenient for me to send a maonthly
donation. May yvou be richly blessed as you strive to pro-
mote the Book of Mormon.

Guyahoga Falls, Ohio

Flease find enclosed our contribution to help cover
expenses incurred as you do the Lord's work. Our con-
gregation of 15-20 felt lead to give of our surplus to dif-
ferent organizations that were helping others hold fast to
the rod of iron,

We pray the Lord finds us all faithful until he comes
again!

Floyds Knob, Indiana
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by Mike Barrett

It was the Wednesday before Easter, 1997. | was driving
to praver service, scheduled to be up front and to share a
lead testimony. My mind was wandering here and there as
| drove when suddenly the Spirit spoke to me. It said, “At
this paint in time yvou have everything taken care of that you
need, You should slow down and enjoy the small moments
in life. Enjoy the fact that you rest in the shelter of a great
God and that there is nothing this world can do to you that
can take you from him even if vou were to lose your life.” |
thought this was interesting and
shared it in my testimony that night, -~

Four hours later | was at home '
when the most excruciating pain
started in my head. It was so strong
that it made me sick to my stomach. |
didn’t sleep that night but simply lay
on my bed and cried. The next morn-
ing Lana Elliot took me to the hospi-
tal. | was expecting to be told | had a
migraine headache, but when the
doctar came into the room, | was sur-
prised at the news. He said | was suf-
fering from a brain hemorrhage and
would have to be transierred to a big-
ger hospital. At once Lana called the
elders and they were waiting to
administer to me as | arrived at the
other hospital. | went into the operat-
ing room, and they shot dye into my
brain so they could check all the ves-
sels. Finally the doctor said to me, “I've turned you every
which way and looked over and over, but | can't find any-
thing wrong.” The bleeding had stopped and all of my ves-
sels were fine. (Sometime later my mom pointed out a
woman who had had the same problem but she had to
have brain surgery to stop the bleeding. | felt so blessed.)

For the next seven days | don’t remember much as the
headache was still there from the blood on the brain. What | do
remember is the very humbling love of the saints. | had saints
staying with me night and day when Mom and Dad couldn't.
| was continually tald about all the prayers being offered.

One night Dan Elliot came. It was a real bad night and
| couldn’t find any relief. He told me that although my
body was in bondage, my mind could still be free and that
| should ask the Lord to take my mind where it should go.
| fell asleep as he left. The next day | was lving in bed think-
ing of this when | saw a very vivid picture. | was in a South
American country with dark-skinned people. There was a

man surrounded by a group of peaple speaking in a lan-
guage | couldn’t understand. He held a book in his hand
and raised it high. The people all let out a loud cheer and
started going northward together. | knew the book was the
Book of Mormon and the people were rejoicing in the
Lord's promises to them, They were marching o Zion. |
saw people coming from the north, south, east and west to
the center place, The last thing | saw was priesthood
preaching the gospel. | was drawn to their faces. | knew
some of them, but what really stood
out was their countenances. | have
never seen such earnest looks. They
spoke from their hearts, and their
waords carried the power of the Holy
Spirit. They knew the gospel because
it was written on their hearts.

This experience lefl a number of
impressions on me. First, the Lord's
work really does go forward and is
much bigger than | realized. It truly is
the rock cut from the mountain with-
oul hands and will roll forward and
destroy all the works of Satan, | fell
such a desire 10 be on the winning
team. All other works paled in com-
parison to building the kingdom. Sec-
ond, the Lord will use other people
besides the few in the center place,
and as we struggle 1o unify and spend
our energy in endless discussions, we
had better learn to come Lo Christ or we will be left behind.
Third, the kingdom won't be a reality until the priesthood
have a first-hand testimony of Christ and can preach Christ
from their hearls. | will never forget that earnest look on
their faces.

I could not discuss this experience for several days
because whenever | thought of it, | would weep. Finally, as
| was administered to, the elders asked me what my desire
was. My first thought was 1o be healed, but as | thought
about the possibility of shorly standing befare my God, it
was impressed on me that there was only one thing that
was important. | asked for a broken heart and for charity,
for without these 1 will not be fit for the kingdom and will
not be able to be with lesus. | believe that what happened
to me is to be shared with the body of Christ, for it is
not just to strengthen my faith but our faith as a people.
Christ knows each of us personally. He is alive and he still
watches over his creation.,
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by Roland L. Sarratt

Prophecy tells us that knowledge will be increased
at the time of the end (Daniel 12:4), Surely there is
evidence of this in the last century and a half. The
signs given in the scriptures indicate that we are liv-
ing in the last days and in the time of the return of
Christ to the earth. It would be well for us to prepare
ourselves to meet the Lord.

Speaking of the great sacrifice that was to be made
by our Savior, Jesus Christ, the prophel lsaiah said,
“When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he
shall see his seed” (Isaiah 53:10). Abinadi referred to
this statement and revealed who should be Christ's
seed: all those who have heard and hearkened unto
the words of the prophets (Mosiah 8:40-42 RLDS,
Masiah 15:10,11 LDS). This most certainly applies to
us today for we have many prophecies directly refer-
ring to our time in the scriptures.

The most important concern that we ought lo have
as we approach the day of Christ's return is whether
or not he will recognize us as his people. Jesus told
the Pharisees that he knows his sheep and that they
know his voice. They will not follow a stranger. He
says, “My sheep hear my voice, and | know
them, and they follow me; and | give unto
them eternal life; and they shall never per-
ish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
my hand” (John 10:2728).

In referring to the day of his return, Jesus
gives us this warning: “Watch ve therefore,
and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
Man" (Luke 21:36). The two things required
of us are to watch and pray always. We
should be sufficiently acquainted with the
prophecies that we recognize the signs of
our time and give appropriate warnings. We
should also pray continually that we might
have the Spirit of Christ to give us discern-
ment. The point of Jesus” warning is for us lo
be worthy to escape destruction and decep-
tion and be able to stand in his presence
when he comes to his people. This thought
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should stir the hearts of all people who have come to
know the fullness of the gospel of Christ. We cannot
expect 1o be among those who stand in his presence
unless we have faith and hope in the promises that
Jesus has given.

The prophet Nahum gave a sign to which we can
easily relate:

The chariots shall rage in the streets, they
shall justle one against another in the broad
ways; they shall seem like torches, they shall
run like the lightnings. He shall recount his
worthies; they shall stumble in their walk;
they shall make haste to the wall thereof, and
the defense shall be prepared. Nahum 2:4,5

Although this prophecy was given in an ancient time,
the description of our common means of transporta-
tion today is quite accurate. We might also consider
that the Lord will “recount his worthies” at this time.
Why should he need to recount his worthies except
that there might be those who are not prepared to

meel him. The prophet further indicates that there
will be a need for a defense and that there will be a
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The preparation of the people is of great signiffcance.

wall to which his people will hasten. Could that be
Zion, the place of protection for his people?

Jesus likened the kingdom of heaven to a wedding
feast given by a certain king. Those who were invited
not only declined the invitation but also reacted rude-
ly and violently to the king's servants who bore the
cordial message. To this the king said, “The wedding
is ready, but they which were bidden were not wor-
thy” (Matthew 22:8). The king then sent his servants
into the highways to bid all to the marriage who
would come. However, when the guests were greet-
ed by the king, he noted that one man did not have
on a wedding garment. This lack of preparation was
offensive to the king and resulted in dire consequence
for the man. The king's closing statement was “For
many are called, but few are chosen.”

Another scripture that describes the Lord’s selec-
tiveness is found in lsaiah 1:2728: “Zion shall be
redeemed with judgment, and her converts with
righteousness. And the destruction of the transgres-
sors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that
forsake the Lord shall be consumed.” The Lord’s favor
or disfavor of the people al that time undoubtedly
brought about a much greater respect toward the Lord
and his will than that which is generally shown today.

The preparation of the people is of great significance,
but it also includes the preparation of the church. This
is stated by Paul in his admonition to hushands:

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish.
Ephesians 5:25-27

The Lord’s mission was to sanctify and cleanse the
church, figuratively described as the bride of Christ.
Such sanctification and cleansing is appropriate for
the church today. The washing process is by the word
that Christ has spoken, either of himself or through his
servants and prophets. The desired result would be to
make the church worthy to be presented to himself,
holy and without blemish.

We turn to Revelations 19:7,8 to confirm our hope
in the preparedness of the seed of Christ in these |ast
days: “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to
him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his
wife hath made hersell ready. And to her was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”

Roland Sarratt is a member of the Council of Apostles
with the Church of Christ {Temple Lot) in Indepen-
denca, Missouri.
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Divinity of Jesuws Christ

by Pat Chadwick

ecently, | read an article which stated a high per-
R centage of our modern theologians and ministers do

not believe in the divinity of |esus, It caused me to
wonder how so many men who call themselves ministers
of Christ can drift so far from the truth, The thought came
to me that it is because they have rejected the Book of
Mormon.,

| am so thankful for the Book of Mormaon and its testimo-
ny of Jesus Christ. It is because of the Book of Mormon that
| can declare that | have assurance that Jesus was divine,

The first time | read the Book of Mormon, it was in
preparation for my patriarchal blessing. It seemed a diffi-
cult book to read, but | struggled through it 1 was happy.
when | finally finished it. 1 did not doubt the book
was true, but | didn't have a testimony of its
truthfulness, nor did | understand its great
warth. In my patriarchal blessing, | was
told that my preparation had been pleas-
ing to God. Even though it was pleasing,
| believe that | read the book more out
of a sense of duty than a real desireta |
know if it was true,

A year or so later, | decided to ance
again read the Book of Mormon. This
time the book came alive for me. Every
page was exciting. | was a busy, young
mother, but every chance | got, | read
my Book of Mormon.

One cold winter afternoon, | was reading
in my bedroom while the children were nap-
ping, and | had an experience | will never for-
gel. Even afler all these years, it has not djmmeﬁ in
my memory. | was almost finished with the book apd
was reading Moroni's exhortation when a sudden warmth
came into the bedroom, (“Behold, | would exhort you that
when ve shall read these things, if it be wisdom in God that
ve should read them, that ve would romember how merciful
the Lord hath been unto the children of men, from the cre-
ation of Adam, even down until the time that ve shall receive
these things, and ponder it in vour hearls, And when ve shall
receive these things, | would exhort vou that ve would ask
Ciod, the eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things
are not true; And if ve shall ask with a sincere heart, with real
intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of i
unta vou, by the power of the Holy Ghaost: and by the power
of the Holy Ghast, ve may know the truth of all things.”
Moroni 10:3-5) | held the Book of Marmaon in my hands and
| knew without a shadow of a doubt that it was true,

During this experience, my heart burned within me and
my mind was enlightened by the Spirit of God. | not only
knew the Book of Mormon was true, but | was given an
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understanding of its great value. It came to my mind that if
| had a great treasure chest overflowing with precious met-
als and gems, it would all be as sawdust compared to the
treasure | held in my hands. Yes, | knew the Book of Mor-
mon was of far greater value than silver, gold, rubies, dia-
monds, emeralds or pearls. They were of no value al all
compared to it. | held the book and wept for joy that | had
been given the opportunity 1o read this wonderful, price-
less record of God. No earthly treasure can compare to it,

Mot long after this experience, | had an opportunity to
read a testimony written by my great-aunt. In this testimo-
ny, she described having a similar experience to mine
sarding the Book of Mormon. She went on to say that
having this experience, she was asked to give a

ist. Thinking she did not have that type of
stimony she told the man, “All | have is a
stimonyof the truth of the Book of Mor-
" He said, "That's great, just give
* On the appointed Sunday, she gave
Jaastimuny of the truth of the Book of
. The man in charE,u stood and

imcrw lesus is the Son of God. The
of Mormon stands as a witness to the

once again burned within me. My mind

“seemed filled with the wonder of it all. Like my
" aunt, | had never thought of my testimony in that
expansive way. My mind seemed 1o just cry out, “Yes,
Jesus lives! | know that my redeemer lives, and all the
prophecies and promises we find in the scriptures are true.”
I thought, “Oh the Bible is true and the Doctrine and
Covenants. The chureh is truly Christ's restored church, and
loseph Smith was a prophet of God.” 1t all just seemed to
come together in my mind like when a puzzle is completed
ane you see the finished picture,

The knowledge that the Book of Mormon is true, and
Jesus is all that the Holy Scriptures claim him to be, has
sustained me from day to day, It has strengthened my faith
anil helped me endure a number of difficult trials,

I look forward to Christ's return upon this earth to reign
as King of Kings: but many trials lay ahead of us before he
returns. Fach one of us will need a strong testimony of
lesus Christ to endure the days ahead. If you do not have
such a testimony, but desire it, | urge you to read the Book
of Mormon with full intent and sincerity of heart according
o Moroni's exhortation,
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FRAA’s commitment is to provide our readers with the finest Book of Mormon magazine
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