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"And hc rhor wlll nol hordrn hb hcort, to hlm lr glvrn thr grootor portlon ol fho word . . ." Almo 9: l8

Mormorfs Hldden ffie ocage
ly Roymond C. Trcot Book of liormon Grogrophy

One eve n ing  obout  f  our
monlhs ogo while praporing
fo  teoch o  church  schoo l
Book of Mo;rmon closs, I wos
reviewing the moior verses
deo l ing  w l th  geogrophy .
Whi le  go ing  over  A lmo
l3 :68-14: l  I  no ted ,  os  I  hod
in  t imes pos t ,  tho t  i t  wos
Mormon h imse l f  who hod
inserled lhis geogrophic in-
formolion while obridging
f rom the  lo rge  p lo tes  o l
Neph i .  Even though I  hod
been in te l lec tuo l l y  owore
for some time thot this wos
the cose, of this porticulor
m o m e n t ,  t h e  t r u e  s i g n i f i -
conce o f  th is  f  oc t  wos
guickened in my spirit ond I
become excited,

fhe next doy I mode the
stotement to the closs fhot
Mormon wos the  leod ing
geogropher  o f  h is  doy  be-
c o u s e  h e  w o s  f h e  l e o d i n g
genero l .  Th is  wos the  f i rs t
t i m e  I  h o d  e v e r  h o d  t h i s

thought .  In  loc t ,  I  wos
os founded to  heor  myse l l
soy it. lmmediotely I thought
to mysell, "Why yes, thoti
truel" Loter, after thtnktng
obout il, I wos omozed thot
this ideo hod not occurred to
me before  s ince  o l l  o f  my
eorly troining, before I be-
come on udul l  convert  ln
|  960,  wos  in  mt l i to ry
sc ience.  ln  co l lege I  hod
s tud ied  every  s ign i f i con f
bo t t le  in  the  h is to ry  o l
monk ind .  fhe  ideo tho f  o
success fu l  genero l  hod to
hove on intimote, thorough
knowledge of  geogrophy
hod been well ingroined in
me.

Need less  to  soy ,  th is
qu icken ing  o f  my in te l lec t
by the Holy Spirit with this
simple but profound concept
h o s  m o d e  m e  m u c h  m o r e
i n { e r e s f e d  i n  o n d  e x c i f e d
obout  the  s tudy  o f  Book  o f
Mormon geogrophy.

Fot mony yeors most Book of Mormon believers hove
sToyed owoy f  rom o  ser ious  s tudy  o f  Book  o f  Mormon
geogrophy. There ore probobly fwo bqsic reqsons for this
lock of interest:

I ) lt hos been ossumed thot geogrophy is not essentiol
t o  o n  u n d e r s t o n d i n g  o f  t h e  d o c l r i n e  o f  f h e  B o o k  o f
Mormon; ond

2) We hove ossumed thol the greot upheovol ol the
l i m e  o f  t h e  c r u c i f i x i o n  o f  C h r i s f  s o  c h o n g e d  t h e
topogrophy of the lond qs to moke if impossible to ideniify
ony porticulqr lond or city.

Let's look ot the first ossumplion, i.e. thot geogrophy is
not essentiol fo on understonding of docfrine. In order fo
obtoin on odequofe understonding of ony scripture we
musl osk ourselves five bosic questions:

o Who lr rpeoklng?

o To whom lr he rpeoklng?

o Whot ls belng rold?

r When ls il belng rold?
r Where ls lt belng roid?

The usuol opprooch to study includes the first three
points-who is speoking, lo whom is he speoking ond
whol is being soid. Becouse more effort is required to
leorn the when ond where, lhese points ore usuolly the
lost fo be considered. However, the docirine of the Book
o f  M o r m o n  o r  o f  o n y  s c r i p t u r e  c o n  o n l y  b e  p r o p e r l y
u n d e r s i o o d  w i t h i n  t h e  t o f o l  f r o m e w o r k  o f  i h e  f i v e
q u e s t i o n s  o b o v e  i n c l u d i n g  w h e n  o n d  w h e r e .  I n  o t h e r
words, l ime ond locoiion (geogrophy) ore essentiol fo o
full understonding of ony scripture. I believe Mormon ond
the other record keepers shored lhis viewpoint os they

(Continued on Poge 2)
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were coreful to nofe fime ond locofion lhroughouf fhe
records.

The second ossumption for o lock of interesf in Book of
Mormon geogrophy wos thot lhe greof upheovol mode
i den t i f i co f i on  o f  l onds  ond  c i t i es  imposs ib le .  Th i s
viewpoint is probobly bosed on the following verse omong
others:

". . . for behold, the whole foce of the lond wos chonged, becouse

of the tempests, ond the whirlwinds ond the greof quoking of the

whole eorth .  .  . "  l l l  Nephi  4:  l0

It hos been ossumed thot becouse lhe whole foce of the
lond wos chonged, we could not locote wifh ony degree of
confidence ony of the cit ies or londs menfioned in fhe
Book of Mormon. To deol with this queslion odequolely
we must toke o close look ot Mormon's l ife.

M o r m o n  w o s  b o r n  i n  t h e  l o n d  n o r t h w o r d  o n d
commissioned by Ammoron ot fhe oge of l0 fo observe
ihe fhings of his people ond to record lhese observotions
on ihe forge plotes of Nephi ol obout fhe oge ol 24. He
wos olso given the responsibil i ty for the core of oll the
olher records. Ar fhe oge of eleven he wos token to the
lond southword:

". . . l, being eleven yeors old, wos corried by .y fother in?o the

lond southword .  ,  . "  Mormon l :7

At the oge of 16 he become the leoder of the Nephite
ormies:

" A n d  n o t  w i t h s t o n d i n g  I  b e i n g  y o u n g ,  w o s  l o r g e  i n  s t o l u r e ,

therefore the people of Nephi oppoinfed me thot I should be their

leoder, or the leoder of their ormies." Mormon l:22

W i t h  f  h e  e x c e p l i o n  o f  o b o u t  l 5  y e o r s  ( o b o u t  A . D .
362-377), he remoined the leoder of their ormies unti l his
deofh in A.D. 385. Mormon conlinued fo leod the Nephite
ormies in the lond soulhword unt i l  A.D. 350 when the
Nephites were resfricted by o treoty with the Lomonites to
the lond norfhword (the lond north of the norrow neck of
lond). Thus Mormon lived in the lond northword oboul 45
yeors ond the lond soufhword obouf 30 yeors. Therefore,
we con sofely soy thot Mormon, the leoding generol of the
Nephites, wos olso the leoding geogropher of his doy ond
wos infimoiely ocquointed with the geogrophy of both the
lond northword ond the lond soufhword.

Mormon wos olso the chief obridger, or we mighf soy,
t h e  c h i e f  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  H e  h o d  m o n y
records ol his disposol from which he compiled the Book
of Mormon. This wos probobly done sometime during the
yeors A.D. 380 to 384 while oi Cumoroh preporing for the
finol bofi le which occurred in A.D. 385. Like ony editor, he
hod opporfunity to odd his own comments from time to
t ime, which he did.

While obridging fhe story of the four sons of Mosioh on
l h e i r  m i s s i o n o r y  i o u r n e y  t o  t h e  L o m o n i f e s ,  M o r m o n
i n s e r t e d  h i s  o w n  e x p o s i l i o n  o n  g e o g r o p h y  ( A l m o
l3:69-80) which we now recognize os fhe moin reference
o n  g e o g r o p h y  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  T h i s
r e m o r k o b l e  p o s s o g e  i d e n t i f  i e s  o n d  g i v e s  t h e  r e l o t i v e
locotion of the following importont geogrophic locotions
in the Book of Mormon:

r Lond of Nephl r Lond of Derolotlon
o Norrow rtrlp ol wllderneff o Smoll neck of lond
o lond of Zorohemlo e Lond Northword

o River Sldon
o Lond Bountlful

o Lond Southword

This is the-moin geogrophic reference becouse il is fhe
only one which descr ibes ol l  the moior londs ond their
relotionships to eoch other. Even more imporlonlly, i l  wos
Mormon himself, the leoding geogropher, who wos the
outhor of this informotion. Mormon wos obridging from
the lorge plotes of Nephi when he poused in his work of
editing ond inserted the geogrophic descripfion of Almo
l3:68-80. This becomes cleor i f  we compore Almo l3:68
o n d  A l m o  1 4 :  l .

"And it come lo poss thot the king senl o proclomotion fhroughout
the  lond ,  omongs l  o l l  h i s  peop le . . . "  A lmo  l3 :68

"Behold, now it come fo poss thot the king of the Lomonifes seni o
p roc lomot ion  omong  o l l  h i s  peop le . .  . "  A lmo  l4 : l

The verses ore fhe some. After engroving the first port of
Almo l3:68 f  rom lhe lorge ploles,  Mormon inserfed his
own informotion on geogrophy ond then picked up the
o c c o u n t  f  r o m  t h e  l o r g e  p l o t e s  b y  r e p e o t i n g  t h e  s o m e
p o s s o g e  i n  l 4 :  l .  T h i s  m e o n s  f h o f  o l l  t h e  i n f o r m o t i o n
between fhese two verses wos writfen by Mormon. This is
ver i f ied in verse 82 ol  Almo 13:

"And now l ,  of ter  hoving soid th is ( referr ing lo verses 68:81)
return ogoin to lhe occount of Ammon, ond Aoron, Omner, ond
Himni ,  ond their  brethren."

In oddi t ion,  i f  should be poinied out thof  the olmost 400
geogrophic references in fhe Book of Mormon possed
ocross the "desk" of the editor, Mormon. Mormon hod the

expertise to know whefher fhese references were sti l l
vol id of  the t ime he wos working on the obr idgmenf more
thon 300 yeors ofter fhe upheovol.

W h y  d i d  M o r m o n  i n s e r f  f h i s  m o i o r  r e f e r e n c e  f o
geogrophy? There ore severol possibil i t ies fo consider:

I I To oid rhe Genllles In locotlng rhe remnonl.
The geogrophic references moke it possible for the

G e n t i l e s  ( u s )  t o  l o c o t e  o n d  i d e n r i f y  l h e  p r e s e n t - d o y
posterity of Lehi. By identifying the originol locole for the
Book of Mormon story we con troce the movements of
succeeding generoiions to locote the remnoni todoy. This
is necessory in order fo complete fhe commission given to
us by Mormon fo toke fhe record to the remnonf.

2l To locote fhe hlll Cumoroh.
M o r m o n  c l e o r l y  i n d i c o f e s  t h o t  C u m o r o h  i s  f h e

d e p o s i t o r y  o f  o l l  t h e  s o c r e d  r e c o r d s .  B e c o u s e  o f  i t s
s t r o t e g i c  m i l i t o r y  p o s i l i o n ,  i r  w o s  o l s o  d e s c r i b e d
geogrophicolly ond thus mqde eosier for us to locote.
Although no one wil l obtoin these records for personol
goin (Mormon 4:18,19),  why would Mormon give so much
informotion concerning the locotion of the records? The
o p p q r e n t  r e o s o n  s e e m s  t o  b e  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  f o i t h  o f
present-doy believers when the Lord begins to reveol
fhese records to fhose for whom they were promised.
While fhe mefhod of reveolment is not known lo us, mony
believe ir wil l come by meons of the scientif ic world in o
monner similor to the Deod Seo Scrolls ond more recenfly
the l ibrory ot Eblo.

3l To provlde on hlrtorlc bore rlmllor fo thc Blble.
By including geogrophic references in coniuncfion wifh

(Contlnued on Poge 4)



l n  t h e  s p r i n g  o I  1 9 7 2  |  w o s  s e o r c h i n g .  I  w o n t e d  t o
bel ieve in Jesus Chrisf ,  bul  I  wos hoving problems. My
bosic question seemed to focus on the Book of Mormon,
the record of Christ in oncienf Americo. Becouse of the
i n f  l u e n c e  o f  m y  p o r e n t s  q n d  t h e  c h u r c h  I  h o d  o l w o y s
believed the spirituol teochings of the Book of Mormon
were of the highesf order ond comporoble in every woy to
the teochings of the Bible. Whot wos troubling me wos the
question, "ls fhe Book of Mormon hisforicolly occurofe?" h
seemed to me if it were nof hisloricolly qccurote, if would
hove no more significonce thon o poroble or o foble, ond
would hove litt le or no volue os scripfure. To soy the Book
of Mormon wos only o poroble would be quite differenf
f  r o m  s o y i n g  t h e  s f o r i e s  t o l d  b y  J e s u s  w e r e  p o r o b l e s .
Therefore, I viewed if os essentiol to determine if the Book
of Mormon wos historicolly frue. lf nol, then I wonted no
port of ihe Restorofion movement.

Although I wos in college ot the time, I begon to reod
ihe Book of Mormon ond exomine it crit icolly to see whot
flows I could find. I hod reod it before with my fomily, but
th is t ime fhe Spir i t  reol ly begon to work in me ond the'
slory come olive. I become totolly cought up in the book. I
corried it oround wifh me ond reod whenever there wos
on opportuni fy.  In two weeks I  f in ished i t .

Mony t imes whi le reoding, the Spir i f  reof f i rmed my
foi fh in the spir i tuol  volue of  the book. However,  I  wos st i l l
puzzled in regord to its hisforicol occurocy. I wos unoble to
f ind ony inconsistoncies in the geneologies or chronolo-
gies given in the text, bui the geogrophy didn't f i t the
trodil ionol Book of Mormon geogrophy I hod been tought
os o chi ld.  A piece of  the puzzle wos missing ond I  d idn' t
know whot if could be.
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DCVCTOPMCNT
OF THC MRP
A TESTITiONY OF BOOK OF T,IORiAON GEOGRAPHY
By Rolph lerh

described seeing ond speok.
ing  lo  one o f  f  he  lh ree
Nephites (who were disciples
of Christ in oncienf Americo).
P o r t  o f  N e i l ' s  t e s l i m o n y  i n -
volved o new woy of looking
ot the geogrophy of the Book
of  Mormon- ihe  very  th ing
thot hod been bothering me.
Wi th  the  Book o f  Mormon
s f o r y  s t i l l f r e s h  i n  m y  m i n d ,
everything Neil soid fell into

p l o c e .  I  k n e w  i n t u i f i v e l y  h e  w o s  r i g h t  o n d  t h o t  h i s
fes t imony wos t rue .  However ,  I  wonted  more  thon
feel ings upon which to bui ld my foi th.

I begon o nofebook of Mesoomericon orchoeology ond
mode mony trips to locol l ibrories. I wonfed to determine
if Neil Steede's theory (which he hod bosed on Verneil
Simmons' reseorch) could be supported on o scientif ic
b o s i s .  F o r  i h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  m y  l i f e  I  h q d  m o r e  t h o n  o
possing interest in oncient history. My librory studies
begon to goin momenfum olong with my interesf. I knew I
hod to leorn more.

Neil Steede stoyed in Independence thot summer ond I
col led him mony l imes, osking mony quest ions which he
potiently otfempted lo onswer. Groduolly I begon fo see
thot by opplying fhe geogrophicol principles Neil hod
out l ined in his sermons, o sound cose could be mode in
supporf of the historicol occurocy of the Book of Mormon. I
wos ecstotic for I begon to reolize fhot my foith in fhe Book
of Mormon didn't hove to be bosed solely on emotions bui
fhot science ond logic could olso ploy on importont port.

O n  T h o n k s g i v i n g  w e e k - e n d ,  1 9 7 5 ,  I  w e n t  w i t h  t h e
priesthood of Eost Alton congregolion on o pilgrimoge fo
fhe Kirtlond Temple. We were blessed with o powerful
spirit of reconcil iotion ond I rededicofed myself to the
work of deocon. For the resl of thof retreot ond during the
long bus ride bock to Independence, I thought obout whot
I  could do os o pr iesthood member to help in estobl ishing
the Kingdom of God. I decided since I wos o corlogropher
for the Jockson County Plonning Deportment, I might be
oble fo moke o mop of Book of Mormon londs, incorpor-
oting the things I hod leorned.

I hod ottempted such o mop eorlier but hod given it up,
n o t  k n o w i n g  h o w  f o  p r o c e e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  t i m e  i n  o
moment of insight fhe necessory procedure wos unfolded
f o  m e  o n d  t h e  S p i r i t  b o r e  w i t n e s s .  I  u n d e r s t o o d  t h o t  I
should follow certoin steps in my reseorch. Bosicolly the
steps were:

l )Reod lhe Book of  Mormon ond wri te down ol l  the
verses which hod onything to do wifh geogrophy.

2) Index fhose references on 3x5 cords.
3) Using the index cords os o guide, write o porogroph

describing eoch geogrophicol feoture.
(Continued on Poge 7)

A short t ime loter I went to heor on old friend preoch.
His nome wos Neil Steede ond he wos studying orchoe-
o l o g y  i n  M e x i c o .  N e i l  b o r e  o  t e s t i m o n y  i n  w h i c h  h e
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s p e c i f  i c  f  i m e  p e r i o d s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  c l o i m  f o r  t h e  b o o k  i s
roised from one of possible ollegory or myth to o definite

cloim for hisforicity. The book cloims to be o history of o
s p e c i f  i c  p e o p l e  f o r  o  s p e c i f  i c  f  i m e  p e r i o d  i n  o  s p e c i f  i c
p l o c e .  M o r m o n  k n e w  t h o f  f o  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  r e c o r d  o n
o l l e g o r y  w o u l d  c o n d e m n  i t  o n d  m o k e  i t  o s  u s e l e s s  o s
fhough it were o froud.

4l To enrlch lhe underrtondlng of the reoder.
As sfoted previously, when we seek the fullesi under-

stonding of scripture we must provide lhe elemenfs of
time ond ploce. This wos very corefully provided for us by
the record keepers. They desired for us to hove the folol
piciure.

The only possible conclusion we con reoch is lhot fhe
study of Book of Mormon geogrophy is o volid ond timely
subiect. We should no longer relegote it to o secondory
position but recognize we hove o cleor mondole to pursue
l h i s  r o p i c .  M o r m o n ' s  h i d d e n  m e s s o g e  g i v e s  u s  f h e
ossuronce thot our efforts wil l be fruitful. l

I.AND OF NEPHI

Tho 1980 Book of lllormon gcogrophy mop. A rrndltlon of thr Book ol Mormon gcogrophy mop
Commltloo on Archorology In 1894.

preporcd by

BookokMolpgp@
Editori note: Although the reprlnllng ol artlcles ls nol
normol ly port  o l  ZARAHEMLA RECORD pol tcy,  on
exceptlon hos been mode with this closslc ortlcle by Poul
rtA. Honson, former presidenf of the Councll of Twelve. lt
wos origlnolly prlnted In the Soint s Herold, Jonuory 8,
1951. Generolly the vlewpolnts presenfed in thts ortlcle
contlnue lo be supported by study of the lnternol evidence
ond by the odvonces in orchoeology in the losl 30 yeors.

N.* evidence concerning fhe geogrophy of rhe Book
of Mormon suggests thot mops prepored by the orchoe-
ologicol commiffee selected by the church in 1894 should
be clorif ied (see fhe rendii ions of the 1894 ond the 1980
mops obove). The effect of the commilfee's conlfibution

wos for-reoching ond resulted in o generol stimulofion of
interesf in the Book of Mormon, bul i i  should be cleorly
u n d e r s l o o d  t h o t  t h e r e  w o s  n o  f  r e e z i n g  o f  t h o u g h t  o r
r e s e o r c h  o n  t h e  s u b i e c t  b y  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h e  c o n o n  o f
writings on Book of Mormon geogrophy wos nof declored
c l o s e d .  T h e  c h u r c h  w o s  w i s e  i n  o n t i c i p o f i n g  f o c t s  f  h e
f u f u r e  m i g h t  d i s c l o s e ,  f o r  i n  d e o l i n g  w i r h  A m e r i c o n
orchoeology one enfers on inexhousfible ond diff icult
f ield. The committee doubtlessly wos pleosed thot the
c h u r c h  d i d  n o t  o f f  i c i o l l y  e n d o r s e  i h e  m o p s  o s  c o r r e c f  .
There hos been no officiol endorsement by the church of
ony interpretotion of Book of Mormon geogrophy.

A ropidly growing body of students fodoy believe fhe
l o n d i n g  p l o c e  o f  L e h i  o n d  h i s  c o l o n y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e
groups divinely led to Americo, wos in Centrol Americo,



not on the coost of Chile in Soufh Americo os indicoled on
fhe mops prepored by rhe committee. In occordonce with
the theory of the South Americon londing ploce, the londs
ond cit ies of the Nephites ond Lomonifes ore locoted by
the Commitfee in the vosf oreo which is now Chile, Peru,
E c u o d o r ,  C o l o m b i o ,  f h e  l s t h m u s  o f  P o n o m o ,  C e n t r o l
A m e r i c o n ,  M e x i c o ,  o n d  f h e  n o r i h e o s f e r n  p o r i  o f  f h e
United Stotes.

Which is fhe more proboble londing ploce of  Lehi  ond
h i s  c o m p o n y ,  C h i l e  o r  C e n t r o l  A m e r i c o ?  l t  i s  o t  o n c e
recognized of imporionce in the study of Book of Mormon
g e o g r o p h y ,  w h e f  h e r  o n e  s l o r t s  l h e  c i v i l i z o t i o n  o f  t h e
N e p h i t e s  f o r  d o w n  i n  S o u f h  A m e r i c o  o r  i n  C e n t r o l
Americo.

The region where Lehi londed wos known in Book of
Mormon times os the "lond of Nephi," ond wos "south of
i h e  l o n d  o f  Z o r o h e m l o . " l  A s  t h e  l o n d  o f  N e p h i  w o s
"divided from the lond of Zorohemlo by o norrow strip of
wilderness, 'Pif the lond of Nephi were in South Americo,
so would be fhe lond of Zorohemlo. We reod:

"And thus the lond of Nephi, ond the lond of Zorohemlo, were
neorly surrounded by woter; there being o smoll neck of lond
belween the lond northword, ond the lond southword. "3

View o mop of Sourh Americo ond discover if you con,
how the londs of Nephi ond Zorohemlo, represented on
the mops of the committee os exlending from Chile to the
northwesfern porf of South Americo, could be "neorly
surrounded by woter." lf is no onswer fo soy fhe whole
continenf of Soufh Americo is neorly surrounded by wofer
wifh the lsthmus of Ponomo keeping the wofer divided;
f  o r  f  h e  r e c o r d  s o y s  f  h e  " l o n d  o f  N e p h i  o n d  t h e  l o h d  o f
Zorohemlo," nof the confinenf, were "neorly surrounded
by wofer."

Almo, writ ing obout 65 8.C., iwice refers lo o "norrow
por which led by the seo into fhe lond northword, yeo, by
f  h e  s e o ,  o n  t h e  w e s l  q n d  o n  t h e  e o s t ,  " 4 o n d  M o r m o n ,
wrif ing oboul A.D. 360, refers to if os "the norrow pottoge
which led into fhe lond soulhword,"_fhe "norrow potr
which led into fhe lond soufhword. "5

I n  o  b o o k  i u s f  o f f  t h e  p r e s s  b y  M i l t o n  R .  H u n t e r  o n d
Thomos Stuort Ferguson, entif led Anclenl Amerlco ond
the Book ol Mormon, poge 183, is the following:

" A t  t h e  l s t h m u s  o f  T e h u o n l e p e c ,  o d l o c e n t  l o  o n c i e n l
Hue-hue-Tlopollon (oncient Bountiful lond), is o norrow poss

meef ing  o l l  t he  requ i remen is  o f  t he  poss  re fe r red  fo  by  the
N e p h i t e  h i s l o r i o n s .  l l  i s  o n  t h e  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  s i d e  o f
Tehuontepec. One of the writers studied ond photogrophed it

from o Cub plone in 1948. lt runs by the seo for obout s€venty

miles in o generol norlhwesferly-southeosterly direction."

l l  oppeors this "norrow poss" wos o noioble route of
m i g r o f  i o n  b e f w e e n  f h e  l o n d  s o u t h w o r d  o n d  t h e  l o n d
northword by the seoshore ot the norrow neck of lond.
Mormon's reference lo it in A.D. 360 estoblishes fhot i i
remoined procticolly unchonged by whof occurred in the
e o r t h  o t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c r u c i f  i x i o n  o f  C h r i s f  ,  o n d  o l s o
leods to the conclusion thof probobly no chonge of greot

importonce occurred in the coostol conlour of the neor-by
l o n d s  s o u f h w o r d ,  Z o r o h e m l o  o n d  N e p h i ,  w h i c h  w e r e
"neorly surrounded by wofer."

l s  the  l s thmus  o f  Ponomo,  os  ind icq ted  on  fhe
commitfee's mops, the "smoll neck of lond" seporoling
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whot the Book of Mormon colls lhe "lond norfhword" from
the "lond southword"? There ore mony reosons why fhis
isthmus connot be the "smol l  neck of  lond."  The quest ion
then orises, Where is fhe "smoll neck of lond between lhe
lond northword ond the lond southword," the locotion of
which is of lhe utmosf importonce os o key to Book of
M o r m o n  g e o g r o p h y ?  l t  i s  n o t  s u f f  i c i e n t  i u s l  t o  f  i n d  o
norrow neck of lond. There ore o number of such regions,
s u c h  o s  f h e  i s i h m u s e s  o f  P o n o m o ,  H o n d u r o s ,  o n d
Tehuontepec.

The prophet Almo refels to fhe "norrow neck which led
info the lond northword."6lt should be noted thof nof only
did this norrow neck seporofe the lond northword from,
the lond southword, but here fhe people multiplied ond
spreod "insomuch thot they begon fo cover fhe foce of the
whole eorth from the seo south, to fhe seo norfh, ond from
the seo wesf, to the seq eosf."z

J .  A .  W o s h b u r n  o n d  J .  N .  W o s h b u r n ,  o f  f  h e  M o r m o n
church, whom I consider high omong the best wrifers on
Book of Mormon geogrophy, soy:

"Where wos lhe norrow neck of lond? Hove lhe reoderr of tho
Book of  Mormon in the post beon r ight  in orruming lhol  lhc
presenf lsfhmus of Ponomo ls the ploce?

The present wrilers doubt this very seriously. They fecl confldrnl
thot  the norrow nack of  lond wos for fher norfh.  One of  thc
foremosl ouihorities in the church ploced lt qt fie lcthmur of
Tehuontepec, ond o number of other ctudcnfc hovc ogrcod wllh

this. The presenl wrilers hove no obiedion rhough rhir ir fio
result of o feeling rolher lhon ony definite evidence. Bul, fhcn, ic

there ony proof thot the lsthmus of Ponomo wos fhe norrow nlck

of the Book of Mormon? There is none.

For wont of somelhing better lhe writcru tcntotively occcpt fhc

view thot the lsthmus of Tchuonf€pec wot lho norrow neck." E

The ls thmus o f  Ponomo does  no l  meet  the  requ i re -
ments, os does fhe lsfhmus of Tehuonfepec, of being rhe
"norrow neck of lond" seporoting the lond northword from
the lond southword ,  fhe  reg ion  be ing  sur rounded by
norlh, soufh, eost, ond west seos.

locofing fhe "norrow neck of lond" of the lslhmus of
P o n o m o  l e o d s  t o  f r o u b l e .  T h i s  i s t h m u s  i s  o v e r  f o u r
hundred miles in length. We reod thot becouse of o "greol

deodh upon the lond" ond fhe inhobifonts'l locks fleeing
before poisonous serpents "fowords the lond soulhword,
which wos colled by the Nephltes, Zorohemlo," the people
weni into fhe "lond soufhword to hunt food for the people
of the lond."e This would meon going the whole distonce
through o humid, fropicol oreo for food, ond returning with
it. And onimols wenf from the lond norlhword into the
lond soufhword "for food."'o Did onimols olso trovel four
hundred miles for food?

The lsfhmus of Ponomo is norrower thon the lsthmus of
T e h u o n t e p e c ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  f  r o m  t h i s  t h o f  f  h e
choice should go io the lsfhmus of Ponomo os ihe norrow
neck seporoting the lond norihword from the lond south-
word. One con envisoge lhe lslhmus of Tehuontepec os
f h e  " n o r r o w  n e c k  o f  l o n d , "  M e x i c o  o s  f h e  " l o n d

noilhword," Cenlrol Americo os ihe "lond southword," ond
the people spreoding out "from the seo south to the seo
north, from the seo wesf fo the seo eost."

Miguel Covorrubios soys of this oreo:
"Powerful orfs ond impressive techniques were developed there

(Conflnued on Poge 6)
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t o g e f  h e r  w i l h  o n  i n n e r  d r i v e  i o  € r e c l  m o n u m e n f o l  c i t i e s  o n d
colossol sculptures . . .

A greot ond mysterious roce of ortists seems lo hove lived since

eorly times on the lsthmus (of Tehuontepec), portly oround Los

Tuxtlos ond the Cootzocoolcos River Bosin. Everywhere there ore

or^choeologicol freosures ihot l ie hidden in the iungle ond under

the r ich soi l  of  soulhern Vero Cruz,  bur io l  mounds ond pyromids,

m o s t e r f  u l l y  c o r v e d  c o l o s s o l  m o n u m e n l s  o f  b o s o l t ,  s p l e n d i d

stoluef tes of  precious iode ond sensi t ively modeled f igur ines of
c loy,  o l l  of  unprecedenled high or t is t ic  quol i ty .  The tonfol iz ing
presence of  o greot  ond remole post  in whot is  now uninhobi fed,
i m p e n l r o b l e  i u n g l e  i s  o l l  t h e  m o r e  p u z z l i n g  b e c o u s e  m o s t

orchoeologists now ogree thot lhese ortistic moslerpieces dole

bock to the beginning of  the Chr ist ion Ero.  Appeor ing suddenly

ouf of nowhere in o stoie of full developmenf, they consiifufe o

cul lure thol  seems to hove been ihe root ,  the mofher cul fure,  f rom
which ihe loter ond befter known (Moyo, Tolonoc, Zopotec, etc.)
cul lures sprong." l1

I know of no student who soys there were no Nephites
in Soufh Americo. The Book of Mormon speoks of "mony
of the Nephites" enter ing o " lorge ship" bui l t  by Hogoth,
54 8.C., who fook their course northwordJ3ond there moy
hove been mony who moved into Soufh Americo.

T h e  l e g e n d  o f  f o u r  b r o t h e r s  c o n d u c t i n g  f h e  f i r s t
inhobifonts of Peru foword the volley of Cuzco, in which
fhe "younger of the brothers, who, occording to trodition,
wos ol  the some f ime the most ski l l fu l  ond hordy,  wishing
to enioy olone fhe plenitude of power, rid himself of two
of his brofhers, by enclosing one of them in o cove, ond
throwing the other into o deep hole, ond coused the third
to f ly to o distont province,"'r3 oppeors to be o distorted
trodition of fhe fomed four brothers of Book of Mormon
history:  Lomon, Lemuel,  Som, ond Nephi,  o t rodi t ion thot
could hove been corried to Souih Americo by colonists
from Centrol Americo.

T h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  i n d i c o l e s  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f
N e p h i t e  c i v i l i z o f i o n  w o s  n o r t h w o r d ,  b u t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t
n e c e s s o r i l y  m e o n  t h e  N e p h i f e s  m o v e d  f r o m  C h i l e
norfhword. The movemenf could hqve been northword
from o point in Centrol Americo.

The committee on its mops locotes fhe ploce of the finol
b o t i l e  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  d e s f r u c t i o n  o f  i h e  N e p h i t e
c i v i l i z o t i o n  i n  C u m o r o h ,  N e w  Y o r k .  T h i s  l o c o t i o n  i s
c h o l l e n g e d  b y  m o n y  s f u d e n f s  o f  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n
geogrophy. Becouse the plotes of the Book of Mormon
were found there, thot does not estoblish thot the lost
greot bottle of the Nephifes wos fought there. The hil l
Cumoroh where ihe bottle wos foughl wos "in o lond of
mony woters, rivers ond founfoins." This region oppeors
to be locoted by ihe seoshore slighrly norfhword of the
norrow poss. Here is on intricofe syslem of logoons, lokes,
ond greot rivers meeting fhe requiremenls of the record in
the Book of Mormon. The evidence does not support lhe
fheory of iwo lorge ormies going the immense distonce
f  r o m  t h e  l o n d  s o u t h w o r d ,  t o  N e w  Y o r k  t o  f i g h t  w h o t
proved to be fhe destruction of the Nephite civil izotion.

Clork Wissler soys:
"ln North Americo, no slone corving worfhy of the nom€ occurs
north of the Rio Gronde."14

The question orises, Did the originol Book of Mormon
current of civil izotion flow from South Americo to Centrol
Americo ond Mexico, or from Mexico ond Centrol Americo
to Soufh Americo? South Americon influences ore known

to hove extended north of the lsthmus of Ponomo, ond
fhere is evidence of Centrol Americon influence in South
A m e r i c o .  T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  b o t h  S o u f h  A m e r i c o n
penetroi ions in Middle Americo,  ond Middle Americon
penetrotion in South Americo.

A l d r e d  K i d d e r  l l ,  w h o  h o s  s e r v e d  o s  t u t o r  i n
q n t h r o p o l o g y  o t  H o r v o r d  o n d  r e s e o r c h  o s s o c i o t e  o f
P e o b o d y  M u s e u m ,  i n  q n  o r t i c l e ,  " S o u f h  A m e r i c o n
Penelrofions in Middle Americo," presents o stofemenf of
the problem:

"Although there ore numerous\troits of culture common to both
Middle ond South Americo,  in mosi 'coses the ploce of  or ig in is
uncerto in.  l t  is  reosonoble to suppose thot  on interchonge of
ideos,  techniques,  ond octuol  obiecis hod been going on for  mony
centuries prior to the Conquesl. Some of the loter introduclions
into Middle Americo ore undoubted.  Furfher in fhe posl ,  however,
i t  becomes increosingly d i f f icul t  to f ind sot is foctory evidence for

the i ime or p loce of  or ig in of  g iven t ro i fs ,  ond the di rect ion of
dispersol  f rom o center .  Thus the quesf ion of  penetrot ion,  v iewed
broodly,  entoi ls  the ent i re problem of  the or ig in,  development,
ond history of  the higher cul fure of  rhe New World." ls

N o t e  t h o t  M r .  K i d d e r  s o y s  s o m e  o f  t h e  l s t e r
introducl ions into Middle Americo ore undoubted, but thot
"further in the post if becomes increosingly diff icult to find
sotisfoctory evidence for the fime or ploce of origin of
given troits, ond the direction of dispersol from o center."

Phi l ip Ainsworth Meons, o member of  the Yole Peruvion
Exped i t ion  o f  l914-1915,  g ives  h is  op in ion  fho f  cu l tu re
wos brought into the Andeon oreo from Centrol Americo,
o n e  r o u t e  o f  w h i c h  h e  s u g g e s l s  w o s  b y  f o l l o w i n g  l h e
s h o r e l i n e  o f  t h e  P o c i f i c  O c e o n  t o  P o n o m o  o n d  t h e n c e
olong fhe western shore of South Americq. He believes
thoi "between obout 1000 B.C. ond the beginning of the
Christ ion Ero,  people of  the orchoic cul ture were f iher ing
into the Andeon oreo."16

T h o m o s  A .  J o y c e ,  w h o  o r g o n i z e d  o r c h o e o l o g i c o l
expedi t ions to Br i t ish Honduros in 1906, 1927, 1930, ond
d i r e c t e d  t h e m  p e r s o n o l l y  o n  e o c h  o c c o s i o n ,  o n d  w o s
president of  the Royol  Archoeologicol  Inst i tute,  l93l-33,
soys:

"While there ore troditions of o soulherly ond soulhwesferly

movement of peoples, fhere is no single occounl of o movemenf in

the reverse direction."l7

S o m e  r e o d e r s  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  b e l i e v e  t h o t
ocross lhe "nqrrow neck of lond" wos the "disfonce of o
doy ond o holf 's iourney for o Nephite." Therefore, they
m o y  o s k ,  h o w  c o n  t h e  l s f  h m u s  o f  T e h u o n i e p e c  b e  l h e
"norrow neck of lond?" We reod:

"And now il wos only the distonce of o doy ond o holf 's iourney for
o Nephite, on the line Bountiful, ond the lond Desolotion, from fhe
eosf to the west seo."18

It should be observed thot this text does nof soy the
"norrow neck of lond" seporoting the lond northword from
the lond soufhword wos the "disfonce of o doy ond o holf 's

i o u r n e y  f o r  o  N e p h i t e ; "  i t  s o y s  t h e  " l i n e " - b o u n d o r y
l i n e - b e t w e e n  B o u n f i f u l  w h i c h  w o s  p o r t  o f  t h e  l o n d
southword thot bordered on the norrow neck of lond, ond
Desolotion, the lond northword, wos fhe distonce stoted.
And the text does not sfote thot the "l ine" extended from
the eost reo to the west seo, but "from the eost to ihe
wesf seo."

Note s imi lor  longuoge in the fo l lowing quofot ion:



" l t  com 'e  fo  poss  tho t  the  Neph i tes  hod  inhob i ted  the  lond
Eountiful, even from fhe eost unto fhe wesl seo.19

And the Nephites were driven even inio the lond of Bountiful; ond
fhere fhey did fortify ogoinsf the lomonites, from ihe wesi seo,
even unfo lhe eosf; if being o doy's iourney for o Nephite, on fhe
line which fhey hod forfif ied ond stotioned their ormies to defend
their north counlry."ZO

The Nephites fortif icofion ogoinst the Lomonites wos
not on the whole l ine seporoting Bounfiful from the lond
northword, but "from lhe west seo, even unto the eosf," if
"being o doy's iourney for o Nephi te,  on lhe l ine which
they hod fortif ied."

I n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  q u o t o t i o n s ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  p r e c i s e
l o n g u o g e ,  i n  n o n e  o f  w h i c h  t e o  f o l l o w s  e o s f  ,  m o y  n o l
"eosf" meon simply eostwqrd, which would suggest fhof
the boundory l ine between Bountiful ond Desolotion did
not extend entirely ocross the "norrow neck of lond," but
f  r o m  " t h e  e o s t  t o  t h e  w e s f  s s s " - s g c h  l i n e  b e i n g  t h e
"distonce of o doy ond o holf 's iourney for o Nephite"? lf
the boundory l ine did not exlend from seo to seo, if wos
fhis l ine,  ond not fhe "norrow neck of  lond,"  which wos in
width o "doy ond o holf 's iourney for o Nephite."

T h e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  f l o c k s  f l e e i n g  f r o m  f h e  l o n d
norfhword before poisonous serpenls "towords the lond
s o u t h w o r d ,  w h i c h  w o s  c o l l e d  b y  f h e  N e p h i t e s ,  Z o r o -
hemlo,"  impl ies thof  bofh Bounf i fu l  ond Zorohemto formed
the division l ine between the lond northword ond the lond
soufhword.

The oppeoronce of Wirococho, lhe white ond beorded
personoge who looms prominenf ly os o dei |y in Peruvion
trodi t ions,  on ihe ls lond of  Ti f icoco, in Loke Ti t icoco, is
sfrongly supported by troditions reporfed by trusfworfhy
Sponish hisfor ions who orr ived in Peru very soon of ter  the
Sponish conquest. As Jesus oppeored ofter his resurrec-
fion fo groups of lsroelites in widely-seporoted regions of
P o l e s t i n e ,  h e  c o u l d  h o v e  o p p e o r e d  t o  t h e  b e l i e v i n g
lsroel i tes in Mexico ond South Americo.  The fol lowing
w o r d s  o f  C h r i s t  o d d r e s s e d  t o  h i s  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  l o n d
Bounfiful reveol ihot in his resurrected. stofe he would
minisfer to people in severol seporofed oreos:

"And verily, verily, I soy unto you, thot I hove ofher sheep, which
ore not  of  th is lond;  nei ther of  the lond of  Jerusolem; nei fher in
o n y  p o r f s  o f  t h o t  l o n d  r o u n d  o b o u f ,  w h i t h e r  I  h o v e  b e e n  f o
minis ler ."  2 l

l f  i t be thought lhot Centrol Americo ond Mexico ore too
smoll in oreo fo contoin fhe Book of Mormon peoples,
r e f l e c t  u p o n  t h e  c o u n f r y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  m o i n  e v e n t s
recorded in the Bible iook ploce:

"We ore ostonished when we leorn the octuol size of the moinlond
of the Bible,  Polesf ine.  l t  is  only one ond one-hol f  l imes os lorge os
the  s to te  o f  Connec t i cu t ,  one  o f  the  smo l les t  s to les  i n  the
union .  .  .

From Egypt fo Polesfine, o distonce in which lsroel spent forty
yeors, is less thon three hundred miles. From Don to Beershebo, in
the opposite exfr€mes of Polestine, is one hundred ond fifty miles.
From Jerusolem to Moob, where Noomi spent so mony lonely
yeors, ond from which it wos such o greof undertoking lo return, is

obout fhirty miles. Honnoh, who lived ot Romoh ond went once o
yeor  to  see  he r  son  Somue l ,  t rove led  f  i f t een  m i les  eoch  woy .
Dovid ond the Philistines were seporoted by twenty-five miles!

And when fhe Moster, driven from Nozoreth, wenf to Copernoum
lo moke thot the cenfer_gf his minislry, he wolked some lwenty
mi les ocross the hl l ls . "22
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The Bible is o record of God's people in o smoll lond,
ond the oreo moy nol be very lorge in which the evenfs
occurred os chronicled in the Book of Mormon.I

l .  (A lmo 22:7)
2.  (A lmo l3 :68)
3. (Almo 13:77)
4. (Almo 22:35; Almo 24:10)
5.  (Mormon l :6 t ,69)
6. (Almo 30:6)
7. (Helomon 2:8)
8. (Book of Mormon Gcogrophy poge l9g)
9. (Ether 4:35,66)

10.  (A lmo l3 :75)
I l. (Mcxlco South: Thr lrthmur of Trhuont.p.c, pogee XXV, 79.80)
12. (Almo 30:6-7)
13. (Pcruvlon Antlqultllt, Jomes Von Tschudi, 1854;52)
la. (The Amcrlcon Indlon, 1938:l4l)
15. (Thc Moyo ond Thclr Nclghborr, l94O:a411
16. (Anclent Clvl l lzot lonr ol thc Andcl, l93l:43,45)
I 7. (South Amcrlcon Archccology, I 9 I 2: I I )
18.  (A lmo l3 :76)
19.  (A lmo l3 :78)
20. (Helomon 2:39)
21.  ( l l l  Nephi  7 :24)
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4) Using the descriptive porogrophs os o guide, drow
skefch mops of eoch geogrophicol feoture.

5 )  B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  f h e  m o s t  c o m p l e x  s k e t c h  m o p s ,
lronsfer the skefch mops to o comprehensive mop of Book
of Mormon londs.

6) Finolly, re-reod ihe Book of Mormon geogrophicol
references ond compore them to the comprehensive mop
fo check for errors.

The locofions of specific sites were not reveoled to me.
Whof wos reveoled wos fhis method by meons of which I
could defermine the geogrophicol relotionships confoined
within the Book of Mormon ifself.

U p o n  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  I  b e g o n  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  n e w
proiect in my spore time. At t imes lwould get side-trocked
( s o m e t i m e s  f  o r  m o n t h s  o f  o  f  i m e ) ,  b u f  o l w o y s  I  w o u l d
h o v e  o n  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  w o u l d  c o u s e  m e  f o  r e t u r n .
Mony f imes whi le working on the mop, fhe Holy Spir i t
t e s t i f  i e d  t o  m e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c o l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f
M o r m o n .  T h e r e  w o s  n o  l o n g e r  o n y  d o u b f  i n  m y  m i n d
concerning fhe book. I hod become o detective in the cose
of the missing Book of Mormon londs ond I could hordly
woit  to f ind o solut ion.

After I hod indexed the dofo, my fother osked me to
develop o presenfofion on the geogrophy to shore with his
church school closs. This wqs o good experience for me
becouse if helped me orgonize my findings into o more
logicol sequence.

Ai one point when I wos feeling very discouroged, I wos
s p o k e n  t o  u n d e r  f h e  S p i r i t  f h r o u g h  o n  e l d e r  i n  o u r
congrqgotion. I wos fold my future ministry would involve
"teoching." While fhis is subiecf to interpretofion, I feel
th is  ent i re  geogrophy pro iec t  is  o  f  u l f  i l lmenr  o f  thor
counsel .

On the sqme doy thof I complefed my sketch mops, I
leorned of o new book on the orchoeology ond geogrophy
of  the  Book o f  Mormon enf  i f  led  Peop le t ,  P locer  ond

(Continued on Poge 8)
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Prophecler by Verneil Simmons. I decided I should reod

S i s t e r  S i m m o n s '  b o o k  b e f o r e  o f t e m p t i n g  t o  d r o w  o
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m o p .  S o  t h e  n e x t  d o y  I  r u s h e d  o u t  t o

H e r o l d  H o u s e  o n d  b o u g h t  o  c o p y .  I  b e c o m e  t o t o l l y
engrossed with the book ond reod it rvhenever I hod o
c h o n c e .  l ' m  s u r e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  w o r k  m u s t  h o v e  g r o w n

tired of heoring oboui it.
A f t e r  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  b o o k  I  w r o f e  S i s t e r  S i m m o n s

regording o difference of opinion on the locotion of the
Mulekite londing. After receiving her reply I ogreed with
her locotion. She suggesled I wrife Roymond Treot who
wos o Mesoomericon orchoerologisf ond the founder of o
Book of Mormon reseorch foundotion. I wrote Brofher
Treoi ond ottempted fo give o detoiled descripfion of whot
I wos doing. Then I begon fo develop the comprehensive
mop.

On the some doy I completed the mop I received o reply

from Brother Treot. He soid he would be in Independence

to ottend the 1978 World Conference ond would l ike fo

s e e  w h o f  I  w o s  d o i n g .  A s  i t  t u r n e d  o u f  ,  I  h o d  e x o c t l y
enough fime before conference to re'reod my references
ond check the mop for mistokes.

Soturdoy morning before the opening of conference I
presented ty notes ond diogroms to the Treqts. Brother

Treot soid thot becouse of the methodology I hod followed

the Zorohemlo Reseorch Foundotion, which he heoded,

would be interested in publ ishing my mop. This wos on

onswer to proyer, for I hod been worried thoi I would not

be oble to distribute fhe mop to interested people ofter

hoving invested so much fime ond effort into it.
It wos olso suggested I write o booklet exploining how I

hod determined the positions of the vorious feotures on

t h e  m o p .  A f t e r  s o m e  h e s i t o t i o n  I  s e f  t o  w o r k ,  w r i t i n g

during lunch breoks ond on week'ends. Once ogoin, the

process of writ ing helped to clorify fhe historicol elemenfs

of the book for me.
Aboui this time my wife ond I were invited fo moke o

trip to Mexico with the Terry Andersons. Terry speoks ond

teoches Sponish. I hod olwoys wonted to see lhe ruins, so

for two weeks in Moy, 1979, we troveled oll over Mexico.

We found it to be o greot ploce. The people were friendly,

the terroin obsolutely rugged ond the troffic chootic (in o

bustl ing, freedom-loving sorf of woy). We troveled os for

s o u t h  o s  P o l e n q u e  o n d  w e r e  o b l e  t o  v i s i f  m o n y  s i t e s

r e l o t e d  t o  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  E v e r y f h i n g  I  s o w
supporfed the historicity of the Nephite record ond my
geogrophy proiecf's occurocy.

When we possed through lhe town of Cordenos in the

stote of Tobosco, we stopped to visit Neil Sleede ond his
wife, Coty. Neil wos working for fhe Mexicqn government

os on onthropologist, studying severol Indion tribes l iving
in the iungle on on islond between fwo rivers. Eventuolly
his findings wil l help the Mexicon government know how
io improve the ogriculture, nufrit ion ond heolth of these
people withouf destroying their culfure in the process.

Nei l  rode with us into Vi l lohermoso ond helped us f ind
o  h o f e l .  W e  s t o y e d  u p  v e r y  l o t e  t o l k i n g  o b o u t  m y  m o P
proiect ond Neil 's work ond the meoning of the Book of
Mormon. In spite of imprisonmenf, lock of money ond
s e n s e l e s s  r e d  t o p e ,  h e  h o d  r e m q i n e d  t r u e  f o  h i s
commitmenf to fhe Book of Mormon ond its, people. Neil 's

crit ique of my mop provided some voluoble insights I wos

oble fo incorporofe info the finol version. Even though we
didn'f ogree on every detoil, we were oble fo ogree on ihe
most bosic fhings. lt wos ihe mosf meoningful port of the
entire trip for me.

I know thof my experiences while working on the mop
ore only the lofest l ink in o choin of evenfs thot sfretches
bock into the post. There ore forces ol work here fhot
tronscend the efforis of individuol people. I om nof the
first person to develop o mop of Book of Mormon londs,

nor wil l I be the lost. At eoch step olong the wo|, God hos

ossisted me in bringing forth this mop. I om very thonkful
for I know thot without fhof ossistonce it would hove been
impossible.

Editor's nofe; This mop wos published in Aprll, 1980. lt is

ovoiloble from ZRF lor $ 1.50 plus posfoge.
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