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POINT TO THE
BOOK OF MORMON
by Nell Slmmonr ond Roymond C. Treof

Flg. l-Southrrn llleroomrrlco rhowlng fhr locotlon of Yoxchlton, Pbdror Nlgror, Potcnquc ond othor Eorly
Clorlc (200.600 A.D.) centorr (oftcr Hrndorron t9Sti.

The Book of Mormon is being volidoted through mony
lines of evidence. One of the more exciting of these is
Moyo hieroglyphs.

The Moyo glyphs hove long oftrocfed the ottention of
scholors. Sylvonus Morley, considered the fofher of Moyo
o r c h o e o l o g y ,  w o s  p l o n n i n g  o  c o r e e r  i n  E g y p f i o n
orchoeology so he could sfudy fhe Egyption glyphs but
when to ld  obout  the  Moyo g lyphs ,  sw i tched to  Moyo
orchoeology. Morley, who did not core ot oll for the rigors

of iungle l ife, spent o greot deol of his time in fhe jungles
of Guotemolo ond Mexico seorching for Moyo glyphs. His
motivqtion con be eosily undersfood. The collection qnd
decipherment of the glyphs promised to be the best woy
to leorn obout the oncient Moyo.

More glyphs confinue to be discovered since Morley's
deoth in 1948. The systemotic recovery ond publicotion of
oll the Moyo glyphs hos been the gool of lon Grohom of
t h e  P e o b o d y  M u s e u m  f o r  m o n y  y e o r s .  B e c o u s e  o f  h i s

(Continued on poge 2)
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dil igence he wos owqrded o gronl which ollowed him fo
devofe full t ime to fhis proiect for o period of f ive yeors. lt

i s  m o s f  o s s u r e d l y  o  p o r t  o f  t h e  L o r d ' s  p l o n  t h o l  t h e s e

glyphs be discovered ond published so fheir decipherment

con be occeleroled. Two imporfonl devopmenls in the
field of Moyo glyphs ore of speciol interesf to Book of
Mormon believers: I ) fhe recognition thof fhe glyphs ore
podly phonetic, ond 2) fhe understonding thot fhe glyphs
deol moinly with history.

Moyo Glyphr Porrly Phonetlc
To understond whot is meonf by portly phonetic we

musl be owore of the differenf types of wrif ing systems.
There ore three bosic sysfems: picfogrophic/ideogrophic,
logogrophic, ond phonetic. The first system uses picfures
o r  s y m b o l s  t o  c o n v e y  i d e o s .  A  m o d e r n  e x o m p l e  i s  t h e
syslem of internotionql symbols used for troveling. The
symbol conveys the meoning without words. Anyone con
underslond the meoning of the symbols regordless of the
longuoge spoken. An oncient exomple is Azfec wrii ing
which wos used extensively for tribute l ists. These lists
could be written ond reod by non-Aztec speokers becouse
of their picfogrophic/ideogrophic form. This system of
writ ing is l imited in ifs obil ity fo convey informolion.

The most odvonced sysfem of wrif ing uses symbols to
convey sounds. This is colled o phonetic sysfem of writ ing.
English is o phonetic system becouse we hove symbols
(letters) for oll necessory sounds.

The remoining sysfem of wr i t ing is o combinof ion of  the
ofher two. In this system o picfure or symbol moy be used
t o  c o n v e y  o n  i d e o  o r  o  s o u n d  o r  b o t h .  T h i s  s y s f e m  o f
wri t ing is col led logogrophic.

The experls now ogree thot most of the Moyo glyphs
o r e  l o g o g r o p h i c  w h i c h  m e o n s  t h e y  o r e  o f  l e o s t  p o r t l y
phonet ic.  Or ig inol ly the prevoi l ing opinion wos thot the
g l y p h s  w e r e  i d e o g r o p h i c .  T h i s  s h i f t  i n  o p i n i o n  h e l p s
v o l i d o t e  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  B e c o u s e  t h e  B o o k  o f
M o r m o n  p e o p l e  c o u l d  w r i l e  p h o n e t i c o l l y  ( r e f o r m e d
Egyption), we would expecf ony writ ing system surviving
f r o m  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  o r e o  t o  b e  o t  l e o s t  p o r t l y
phonetic.

The beginning of the use of glyphs in fhe soulhern Moyo
lowlonds is doted ot obout 293 A.D. This is the heorf of the
Book of Mormon oreo, including the lond of Zorohemlo.
This is significont becouse the Book of Mormon tells of the
div is ion of  the people into " i fes" ogoin in 231 A.D. From
this point on, the Lomonites grew in power ond become
the dominont culture. Remember, the Nephites, between
145-123 B.C.,  fought fhe Lomonites their  longuoge, how lo
wri te,  ond how to keep records (Mosioh l l :49-51).  The
Mulekites were olso tought the Nephife longuoge. Thus
the glyphs represent fhe wrif ing system of o spirituolly
decl in ing cul tur+fhe Lomonites ond Muleki fes.

Kelley believes the Moyo "could hove written ony word
i n  t h e i r  l o n g u o g e  i n  o  c o m p l e t e l y  p h o n e t i c  f o s h i o n
(1976:8)" .  l l  should be emphosized lhot  even i f  the glyphs

o r e  o n l y  p o r t l y  p h o n e t i c ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  t o  e x P r e s s
onything desired using ihe glyphs. The reolizotion thot the
Moyo glyphs ore copoble of expressing onyfhing hos greot

significonce for lhe Book of Mormon especiolly becouse

the glyphs deol moinly with history.

Moyo Glyphr or Hlsfory
The Moyo glyphs were nof olwoys fhought to contoin

h i s t o r i c o l  i n f o r m o f  i o n .  F o r  m o n y  y e o r s  l h e  p r e v o i l i n g
o p i n i o n  w o s  t h o f  t h e  g l y p h s  d e o l t  m o i n l y  w i l h  ? h e

colendor, osfronomy ond rituol. This opinion is cleorly
stoied in fhe following quofe from J. Eric S. Thompson,
who become the leoding Moyo orchoeologist ofter the
deoth of Morley:

It hos been held by some thof Moyo dotes recorded on steloe moy
refer fo historicol evenfs or even recouni the deeds of individuols;
to me such o possib i l i ty  is  wel l -n igh inconceivoble (1950:155).

Then Thompson's opinion begon to shift:

l l  moy well be fhof they (Proskouriokoff's popers) will leod me to
rev i se  my  v iews  on  the  impersono l i t y  o f  t he  fex ts  on  Moyo
monumenls (1966:v) .

Finolly Thompson fully occepted the historicol nofure of
the Moyo glyphs:

.  .  .  work  hos  shown tho t  the  genero l l y  he ld  v iew,  i o  wh ich  I
subscribed (pp.6a-65), regording the impersonolity of the iexts is
complefely mistoken ( l  971 :v) .

The work of Proskouriokoff olluded to by Thompson
demonstrofed thot the glyphs deolt primorily with history.
Her f i rst  poper (1960) wos o study of  inscr ipt ions f rom
Piedros Negros. Piedros Negros is locoted on the eost
bonk of the Usumocinto River obouf 30 miles downsfreom
from Yoxchi lon (Fig.  l ) .  Proskour iokoff  studied the glyphs
from seven groups of monuments, thirty f ive in oll. She
noticed fhe fime spon covered by eoch group wos within
the ronge of on overoge lifetime which suggested thot
eoch group deol t  wi fh the l i fe of  o s ingle ruler.  This ideo
hos now been verif ied.

She then looked for historicql informolion in the glyphs
from Yoxchi lon (1963, 1964).  As o resul t  of  her work ond
the obundonce of glyphs, our informotion obout rulers
from Yoxchilon is more complefe thon from most sites. A
m o n  n o m e d  S h i e l d  J o g u o r ,  w h o  i s  i h o u g h t  t o  b e  o
foreigner ond usurper, wos fhe ruler qf Yoxchilon by 682
A.D. Proskouriokoff points out the possibil i ty thot o bottle
which fook ploce on Februory 23, 681 A.D. ond won by
Shield Joguor, could hove been fhe meons by which Shield
Joguor become ruler. He wos born oboul 647 A.D. ond
p r o b o b l y  d i e d  i n 7 4 2  A . D .  H e  w o s  s u c c e e d e d  b y  B i r d
J o g u o r  e l e v e n  y e o r s  l o t e r .  T h e  l o n g  g o p  b e f w e e n  h i s
d e o t h  o n d  t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  n e x f  r u l e r  s u g g e s t s  o
controversy over who should rule.

Michoel D. Coe, o leoding Mesoomericon orchoeologisf
remorks:

The discovery within fhe lost few decodes of the historicol nolure

of the monumenlol inscripfions hos been one of the most exciting
chopters in the sfory of New World orchoeology (1980:165).

This olso promises to be o very exciting chopter leoding
toword o more complete volidofion of the Book of Mormon
becouse rhe glyphs begin in fhe Book of Mormon oreo
wifhin fhe Book of Mormon time period. Therefore, it is
highly l ikely ihe glyphs confoin some informofion directly
reloted lo Book of Mormon history. Coe olso poinfs oul
thot:

So for, no Chompollion hos oppeored who could reod the Moyo
inscriptions In toto. Buf il should be remembered tho? it wos the
identificotion of personol nomes ond tit les in the Egyption scripf
thof enobled thot greof scholor to do whot he did. Indeed, the



rocognifion of fhe reol subiect motfer of the Moyo monumentol
tex fs  hos  opened  the  woy  to  the i r  even fuo l  dec iphermen t
( l  980 :  |  65 ) .

Ploce Nomes (Emblem Glyphs)
Another study responsible for the shiff in opinion obout

the historicity of the Moyo glyphs wos o poper by Heinrich
Berl in (1958).  He not iced certoin glyphs, which he col led
Emblem Glyphs, were ossocioted with certoin sifes. He
col led these glyphs Emblem Glyphs becouse he did nol
know if rhey were ploce nomes, nomes of locol dynosties
(rul ing fomi l ies) or locol  dei t ies.  Kel ley,  who bel ieves the
Emblem Glyphs (EGs) ore ploce nomes, points ouf

No EG con be reod or recognized os o definite, known deity nome,
o  foc f  wh ich  seems to  me  fo  be  s f  rong  ev idence  ogo ins t  tho t
hypothesis ( l  976:21 5) .

Affer giving evidence why he thinks Emblem Glyphs do
not refer to dynostic nomes he soys:

There is o finol reoson for regording the EGs os ploce nomes,
which I personolly find very convincing. We now know o greot
deol more obout the glyphs thon we did even o few yeors ogo,
ond, if the EGs ore not ploce nomes, then there seems to be no
possibil ity thot there is o moior unexplored cotegory of glyphs
which could be ploce nomes. The loter Moyos put o consideroble
emphosis on ploce nomes in migrotion legends ond in olher types
of historicol references. The Mixfec codices neorly olwoys identify
p e o p l e  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  p l o c e  o f  o r i g i n .  F i n o l l y ,  o t h e r w i s e
comporoble inscriptions from oll over the world do contoin ploce
nomes. Other cotegories of glyphs strongly suggest fhot they ore
pofronymic or dynosfic nomes, ond there ore glyphs which moy
refer fo locol deifies, so thor these subiecfs moy be rreoted in the
inscriptions even if the EGs ore nol interpreted os referring fo
them. On o priori grounds, there ought to be ploce nomes in ihe
inscriptions, the EGs funcfion os if they were ploce nomes, ond
there is no other known body of glyphs which could furnish proce
nomes; hence,  l regord the EGs os ploce nomes (Kel ley 1976:215).

Kel ley is one of  the leoding outhor i t ies on Moyo glyphs.
His book, Deciphering the Moyo Scripf (1976) is fhe loresr
generol review of the field of Moyo glyphs.

T h e  e x p e r t s  o r e  s t i l l  d i v i d e d  o n  w h o t  t h e  E m b l e m
Glyphs represenf. Kelley, os sfoted, believes they ore
ploce nomes. Proskour iokoff  th inks fhey ore dynost ic
n o m e s  o n d  B e r l i n  i s  u n d e c i d e d .  T h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n
provides o solution to this problem:

. . . it wos ihe custom of the people of Nephi, to coll their londs,
o n d  t h e i r  c i t i e s ,  o n d  t h e i r  v i l l o g e s ,  y e o ,  e v e n  o l l  t h e i r  s m o l l
vil loges, ofter the nome of him who first possessed them . . . Almo
6 : 8

In view of this scripture, it oppeors both ideos ore correct.
We must ossume fhof the mon who firsf possessed o cify
wos the leoder. lf his descendents continued to rule, the
nome of the city ond the nome of the dynosty would be fhe
s q m e  ( 2  N e p h i  4 : 1 2 ,  l 3 ) .

It should be noted thot os long os Emblem Glyphs ore
designofing something locol, thot is, something connected
t o  s p e c i f i c  s i f e s ,  o n d  t h e r e  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  b e  o n y
d i s o g r e e m e n t  o b o u t  t h i s ,  f h e n  E m b l e m  G l y p h s  c o n
probobly be used to locote Book of Mormon cif ies. Emblem
G l y p h s  h o v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f  i e d  f o r  o t  l e o s f  f  i f  t e e n  s i t e s .
M o r c u s ' s  s i u d y  ( 1 9 7 6 )  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u f  i o n  o f  E m b l e m
Glyphs hos demonsfroted fhof they do refer to specific
s i tes (Fig.  2) .

Becouse Emblem Glyphs represent site nomes given
d u r i n g  o r  c l o s e  f o  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  t i m e s ,  t h e r e  i s  o
possibil i ty there ore some clues from these glyphs obout
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Motul dc Srn Josi (?)

Quirigui

Naranjo

Flg. 2-Emblem Glyphr from vorlour ther (otter Morcut lg76).

the specific locofion of some Book of Mormon cit ies. For
exomple,  o Yoxchi lon Emblem Glyph moy contoin such o
c lue .

The Yqxchilon Emblem Glyphs
Y o x c h i l o n  w o s  o  m o i o r  M e s o o m e r i c o n  c i t y  o n d  t h e

copitol of the Usumocinto River region (Morcus 1976:74).
A few si tes hove two or more Emblem Glyphs including
Yoxchi lon.  Yoxchi lon hos two Emblem Glyphs ond possibly
o lh i rd.  Assuming thot Yoxchi lon is Zorohemlo we could
speculote thot  the three Emblem Glyphs might ref lect  the
t h r e e  g r o u p s  t h o t  o t  o n e  t i m e  o r  o n o f h e r  c o n t r o l l e d
Zorohemlo- lhe Muleki fes,  Nephi tes ond Lomonifes.  The
t w o  p r i m o r y  Y o x c h i l o n  E m b l e m  G l y p h s  u s u q l l y  o c c u r
together (Fig.3).  The moin s ign ( the lorge symbol in the
center) of the Emblem Glyph on the left hos been given
t h e  n u m b e r  T - 5 1 I  i n  T h o m p s o n ' s  A  C o t o l o g  o f  M o y o
Hieroglyphs (1952: I  l0- l  I  I  ) .  The Moyo nome for ih is moin
sign is Muluc.  The tronslot ion of  th is moin s ign wos given
by the Moyo fo the Sponish ot ihe time of the Conquesf.
There hos never been ony doubf obout fhe correctness of
the f ronslof ion.  The glyph on the r ight  (T-562) is col led
Clef t -Sky which Kel ley col ls q dubious but nof impossible
i n t e r p r e l o t i o n  ( 1 9 7 6 : 2 1 8 ) .  T h e  M u l u c  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e

Calakrnul (?)

Tikal

Palenque Palenque Palenque

Yaxchil in Piedras Negras
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Yoxchilon Emblem Glyphs sometimes occurs olone os in
fhe two exomples in Figure 4.

The  word  Mu luc  reminds  us  o f  Mu lek ,  fhe  son  o f
Zedekioh, from the Book of Mormon:

And now will ye dispute thot Jerusolem wos destroyed? Will ye
soy fhot the sons of Zedekioh were nol sloin, oll excepf i l were
Mulek? Helomon 3:56

The nome wos olso spelled Mulok:

Now there were nol so mony of the children of Nephi, or so mony

o f  ?hose  who  were  o f  the  peop le  o f  Zo rohemlo ,  who  wos  o

descendon t  o f  Mu lok ,  ond  those  who  coma w i th  h im in fo  fhe

wi lderness.  Mosioh I  l :78

Are these lhree words the some? They probobly ore. The
words ore very similor especiolly considering vowels were
nof wril ien in Hebrew. This could exploin the differenf
spell ings in the Book of Mormon. Whot obout the c ond the
k ?  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e l w e e n  f h e  c  o n d  t h e  k  c o u l d  b e
exploined os on error mode by the Sponish missionory
who wos copying the sounds mode by o Moyo speoker.
Kelley points out thot if wos hord for the Sponish speokers
to distinguish between the sounds mode by the Moyo for c
qnd k ond thot o modern l inguisf would write bolh sounds
os vorioiions of k (Kelley 1976:178).

T h e  n o m e  Y o x c h i l o n  p r o b o b l y  d o e s  n o t  h o v e  o n y
connection to fhe octuol nome of the site. Kelley points

out:

l f should be borne in mind when working on this moteriol thot the

originol Moyo nomes of neorly oll the orchoeologicol si?es ore

unknown ond thoi the nomes now used for mosi sites hove been
given dur ing the losf  century (1976:315).

Whot could hove been fhe originol nome of Yoxchilon?
The Emblem Glyph, which we ossume to be o ploce nome,
w o u l d  i n d i c o t e  f h o t  o n e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n o l  n o m e s  f o r
Yoxchilon wos Mulek (Muluc). There is o city of Mulek in
the Book of Mormon but it does nol meel the geogrophic

requirements for Yoxchilon (Almo 24:27-29). Yoxchilon
wos o regionol copifol ond wos locoted on fhe wesf bonk
of o moior river. The only cify in the Book of Mormon thot
fits both of these requirements is the city of Zorohemlo.
Zorohemlo wos the copiiol of the Nephite londs (Helomon
l:29) ond thus on imporfont regionol cenler. Zorohemlo
wos olso on the wesf side of o moior river, the river Sidon.
T h i s  f o c t  i s  e o s i l y  e s t o b l i s h e d  b y  c o r r e l o f i n g  t h e
informotion from two sets of verses.

And now i t  come lo  poss  tho?  when  A lmo hod  mode  fhese

regulotions, he deported from lhem, yeo, from the church which

wos in the city of Zorohemlo, ond wenl over upon the eost of the

river Sidon, inlo fhe volley of Gldeon. . . Almo 4:7-8

And ir come lo poss thot the people of Nephi took their lenfs, ond

deported out of the volley of Gldeon lowords their city, which wos

the city of Zorohemlo. And behold, os ?hey were crossing fhe river

S i d o n . . .  A l m o  l : 8 3 - 8 4

We con see from Almo 4:7-8 thot the volley of Gideon is
on the eost side of the river Sidon. From Almo l:83-84 we
find oui fhot if you wonf fo go from fhe volley of Gideon to
t h e  c i f y  o f  Z o r o h e m l o  y o u  m u s t  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  S i d o n ,
therefore, fhe city of Zorohemlo musl be on the opposife
side of the river or the wesl side. Yoxchilon is locoted
directly on the river. Whof obout Zorohemlo? The Book of
Mormon does nol speok directly to this poinf but we con
ossume thot o city os lorge ond imporfonf os Zorohemlo

Flg. 3-fho two prlmory Ycxchl- Flg. 4-Two cxomplu of thr
lon Emblcm Glyphr (oftcr Morcur Yoxchllon Muluc Emblom Glyph

re76). (oftcr Morcur 1976).

would  hove been loco ted  on  the  r i ver  S idon to  toke
odvontoge of the river os o frode route.

Wos then, lhe originol nome of the cify of Zorohemlo,
Mulek? Zorohemlo wos the ruler of the lond when Mosioh
I ond his people come down from the lond of Nephi oround
200 B.C. The lond, city ond people were colled ofter the
nome of the ruler Zorohemlo (Omni l :23-25).  In l ight  of
Almo 6:8 which tel ls us the Nephifes nomed their  c i t ies,
lowns ond lqnds ofter fhe first person to polssess them,
this could hove been fhe nome given by the Nephites to
the lond, city ond people. Anofher possibil i ty is thot the
M u l e k i t e s  c o u l d  h o v e  r e n o m e d  t h e  c i f y  o n d  l o n d
themselves. We do know the lond wos olso colled Mulek
from the following reference:

Now the lond south wos colled tehi, ond the lond norlh wos colled

Mulek, which wos ofier ihe son of Zedekioh; for the Lord did bring

Mulek info the lond norlh, ond lehi into the lond south. Helomon

2 :129

Perhops the Yoxchilon Emblem Glyph wos o product of

Lomonite-Mulekite culture ofter the destruction of the

Nephite notion.
In summory, if oppeors thot Yoxchilon is fhe Book of

Mormon ciff of Zorohemlo which wos fhe copitol city of
the lond which wqs once known os fhe lond of Mulek.

Polenque or Bounllful
Another clue from fhe glyphs, olthough more indireci

ihon the Zorohemlo clue, points fo lhe site of Polenque os

the Book of Mormon ciiy of Bountiful. Kelley (19762214'

215) refers to Thomos Borthel, o Germon experl on the
g l y p h s ,  w h o  p o i n t s  o u f  f  h o t  I  )  f  h e  h i g h l o n d  M e x i c o n s
(e.g. Azfecs) used terms like "neckloce", "iode", ond
"flower" for children, 2) oll of these items ore porl of the
Polenque Emblem Glyphs ond 3) oll of ihese items ore
found ot Polenque olong with represenlolions of bobies. lf

t h i s  i n f o r m o t i o n  i f  c o r r e c l  t h e n  f  h e  P o l e n q u e  E m b l e m

G l y p h s  o r e  s t r o n g l y  o s s o c i o t e d  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  w h i c h

r e m i n d s  u s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  o u t s t o n d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s

recorded in the entire Book of Mormon. This exPerience is

recorded in the eighth chopter of the Third Book of Nephi.

After blessing the l itt le children Jesus soid, "Behold, your

litt le ones." The people sow ongels descend from heoven
"in the midst of f ire" qnd encircle the l itt le ones. "And they
w e r e  e n c i r c l e d  o b o u t  w i t h  f i r e ;  o n d  t h e  o n g e l s  d i d

minister unfo them . . ." (3 Nephi 8z2a'27).
I t  i s  n o t  h o r d  f o  o s s u m e  t h o t  o  r e m e m b r o n c e  o f  t h i s

unforgettoble experience on the port of so mony people

would become port of the nome for the city Bountiful.
lf should be nofed thoi the Book of Mormon does nol

specificolly soy fhot this experience took ploce in the city
Bountiful, only thot it took ploce ot "the femple which wos

in the lond Bountiful" (3 Nephi 5:l). Becouse the cify of

Bountifulwos lhe most importonl ciiy in the lond Bounliful

it is reosonoble fo ossume fhot this temple wos locoted in

(eq
ntr
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the city Bountiful.
We must next compore whot the Book of Mormon soys

obouf Bountiful with whot is known obout Polenque. Four
moin focts emerge obout the city Bountiful: I ) there were
pfoins neorby (Almo 24:24'),2) i i  wos not too for from the
seo-shore (Almo 24:27), 3) it wos in "the north ports of
t h e  l o n d "  ( H e l o m o n  l : 2 5 )  i n  r e l o f i o n  f o  t h e  l o n d  o f
Z o r o h e m l o  o n d  4 )  i t  w o s  f o r t i f  i e d  o n d  " b e c o m e  o n
exceeding stronghold ever ofier" (Almo 24:54-57). Let us
e x o m i n e  e o c h  p o i n t  t o  s e e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o f  P o l e n q u e
sotisfies these requirements.

P o l e n q u e  m e e t s  f h e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e m e n t  v e r y  w e l l .
C o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m o s t  b e o u t i f  u l  o r c h o e o l o g i c o l  s i t e  i n
Mesoomerico moinly becouse of its setting, Polenque is
locoted on the boundory between mountoins ond ploins
(Fis. s).

Concerning the seo-shore, Polenque todoy is obout 90
miles from the Gulf of Mexico or obout 70 miles from the
Loguno de Terminos, o very lorge boy connected to the
Gulf of Mexico. This seems to be loo for fo sofisfy Almo
24-27:

There  he  (Moron i )  coused  tho t  Teoncum shou ld  toke  o  smo l l

number of men, ond morch down neor the seo-shore (from the city

Bount i fu l ) .

f f i  
n t F

Flg.  S-Pholo rhowlng fhc locot lon of  Polenquc on thc boundory
befwcon lhc mounlolnr ond tho plolnr (oftor Morolor 19711.

However, looking ot o good mop, we see thot obout 70 ol
the 90 mi les is morshlond ond woter.  Moroles Q97a:129)
soys fhere is o corridor of dry ground obout l2 miles wide
b e g i n n i n g  o t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  m o u n t o i n s .  T h e r e  i s  o
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h e  s e o - s h o r e  c o u l d  h o v e  b e e n  c l o s e r  t o
Polenque before the fime of Christ thon it is now.

Polenque sofisfies the third requirement without ony
problem. lt is definitely norlh of the lond of Zorohemlo
ond therefore would be in ' |he'north porls of the lond"
(He lomon l :25) .

The city Bountiful wos fortif ied with o ditch:
And Teoncum, by lhe orders of Moroni, coused thot they should

commence loboring in diggiag o ditch round obout the lond, or the

ciiy Bountiful. Almo 24:54

The ditch wos round obout the city Bountiful ond not the
lond  Boun t i fu l .  T imbers  were  o lso  o  por t  o f  fhe
fortificotions but they would not hove survived, therefore,
the only evidence we would hope to find fodoy would be
the port iol  remoins of o ditch. While we ore nof owore of
ony such remoins ot Polenque, i f  should be noted thot the
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excqvofion of Polenque is for from complete. The port of
P o l e n q u e  t h e  t o u r i s t  s e e s ,  t h e  p o r f  t h o t  h q s  b e e n
excovqted ond restored, is only qbout one-eighfieth of the
estimoled size of fhe iotol site. Fortif icofion ditches ore
k n o w n  f o r  o t h e r  M o y o  s i t e s .  T h e  o r c h o e o l o g i c o l
descripfion of the ditch surrounding the site of Becon,
l o c o t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r o l  p o r t  o f  t h e  Y u c o t o n  p e n i n s u l o ,
motches perfectly fhe Book of Mormon description of one
of the forfif icotion ditches constructed by Chief Coptoin
Moroni (see Zorohemlo Record #8 lor o discussion of this
remorkoble orchoeologicol subsfontiotion of the Book of
Mormon). Under lhese circumstonces the lock of evidence
for o fortif icotion ditch ot Polenque ot the presenf t ime is
not on insurmountoble problem.

The Book of Mormon qlso tells us the city "becqme on
exceeding stronghold ever qfter" (Almo 24:57). Aside
from ihe possible ditch, Polenque occupies on excellent
defensive position being locofed on o noturol plofform
200 feet obove the level of the ploin. This would certoinly
help Polenque become on "exceeding stronghold".

In summory, the three l ines of evidence together-
glyphs, geogrophic requirements ond qrchoeology-form
q  f o i r l y  s t r o n g  s u g g e s t i o n  t h q t  P o l e n q u e  w o s  t h e  c i t y
Bount i fu l .

Summory qnd Concluslonr
F r o m  t h i s  b r i e f  v i e w  o f  t h e  M o y o  g l y p h s  w e  s h o u l d

remember:
I ) The glyphs wriiers could soy onything they wonted.
2) The glyphs deol mostly with history.
3) The glyphs ore o writ ing sysfem probobly used by the

Lomonites ond Mulekites beginning in Book of Mormon
t imes.

4) We con expect some Book of Mormon reloted history
to be in the glyphs.

5) The presence of informoiion in fhe glyphs pointing
t o w o r d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i d e n t i f  i c o t i o n  o f  t w o  B o o k  o f
Mormon cit ies moy confirm this expectolion.

6) All of fhis is pod of fhe plon of the Lord for volidoting
the Book of Mormon ond strengthening the foifh of
believers in these lost doys.

We reod in 2 Nephi  13:96:
Wherefore, the things of oll notions sholl be mode known; yeo oll

things sholl be mode known unfo the children of men.

Yes, fhe things of the nolions of the Nephites, Mulekites
ond Lomonites sholl be mode known ond no doubt the
Moyo glyphs wil l be one ovenue through which this wil l be

occomplished.
". . . he left not himself without wilness . . ." Acts 11:17 (l
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BOOK OF MORMON TOUR GUIDEPART +

YAXCHITAN
by Roymond C. Trcol

T h i s  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  i n  o  s e r i e s  o f  r e p o r f s  d e s c r i b i n g
Mesoomericon orchoeologicol sifes ond suggesting Book
o f  M o r m o n  c o r r e l o f i o n s  ( s e e  Z o r o h e m l o  R e c o r d  # 4
Teotihuocon, #6 Monte Albon ond #9 Chichen ltzo).

The sife of Yoxchilon wos nomed ofter o neorby rovine
i n  m o d e r n  t i m e s  o n d  i s  p r o n o u n c e d  y o h s h - c h e e ' l o h n ,
which meqns green stones (see "Moyo Hieroglyphs Point
lo the Book of Mormon" in this issue for o discussion of the
or ig inol  nome of Yoxchi lon).

locollon ond Setllng
Y o x c h i l o n  i s  i n  f h e  s t o t e  o f  C h i o p o s ,  M e x i c o ,  o n d  i s

locoted on fhe wesl bonk of the Usumocinto River (Figs. I
ond 2). The Usumocinto is fhe dominonf river in the oreo
o n d  f o r m s  p o r t  o f  t h e  b o u n d o r y  b e t w e e n  M e x i c o  o n d
G u o t e m o l o .  l t s  h e o d w o t e r s  q r e  i n  f h e  h i g h l o n d s  o f
Guotemolo ond it empfies into the Gulf of Mexico.

The vegeto t ion  o f  the  Yoxch i lon  oreo  is  f rop ico l

roinforest which con be seen on the for side of the river
(Fig. 3). The roinforesf is very dense ond hos three or four

distinct levels of vegetotion. The top level is 40-70 meters
high (obour 130-220 feer). Two lorge well-known roin-
forest frees from this level ore fhe giont ceibo, o socred
tree to the Moyo ond the mohogony tree (Fig. a). Below

fhe top level ore lrees in the 25-50 meter ronge (obout

82-144 feet), l5-25 meters (obout 49'82 feel) ond 5'10
melers (obout 6-13 feef). The onnuol roinfoll is 60 inches

or more ond the overoge onnuol femperofure is obout 80

degrees.
Y o x c h i l o n  h q s  o  g r o s s  o i r s l r i p .  L i g h t  p l o n e s  c o n  b e

chortered from Polenque, Vil lohermoso or Son Cristobol
de los Cosos. For fhe more odventurous, Yoxchilon con
o l s o  b e  r e o c h e d  b y  d u g o u t  c o n o e  f  r o m  u p s t r e o m  o r

overlond through Guotemolo. The moin odvonfoge of
these mefhods is fhot you con spend more time oi the site.

Flying in ollows for o 2-3 hour visit which is sotisfoctory for

most visifors.

Hirtory ol the Archoeology
There hove been no moior excovotions of Yoxchilon.

Flg.2-Yoxchllon ond thr Utumoclnlo Rlvrr (oftrr Grohom ond Von Euw
1977). Thc rlvor flowt lrom rlght to bfi (norrh to routh).

This is significonl. Severol proiects hove been plonned

over the yeors, bul none of them hove been corried out.
T h e  w o r k  f  h o f  h o s  b e e n  d o n e  c o n  b e  c h o r o c l e r i z e d  o s
eorly explorers, hieroglyphic study ond recent restorolion.

T h e  m o d e r n  " d i s c o v e r y "  o f  Y o x c h i l o n  b y  E d w i n

Rocksiroh of the Nofionol College of Guqtemolo did nol

occur unl i l  1881. Al f  red P. Moudsloy,  on Engl ishmon ond

fomous eorly explorer of Moyo ruins, found out obouf

Y o x c h i l q n  f r o m  R o c k s t r o h  o n d  w e n t  t h e r e  i n  1 8 8 2 .

Another fomous explorer, Frenchmon Desire Chornoy,
o l s o  w e n t  t o  Y o x c h i l o n  i n  1 8 8 2 .  B o t h  p u b l i s h e d  t h e i r
f  i n d i n g s .  L o t e r ,  T e o b e r t  M o l e r  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  f  i n d i n g s
( 1 9 0 t - 1 9 0 3 )  o f t e r  o  m o r e  t h o r o u g h  i n v e s t i g o t i o n  o f
Yoxchi lon.

The best-known study of the hieroglyphs of Yoxchilon is

sti l l  thot of Tofiono Proskouriokoff (see glyph orticle)

which helped to demonstrote thot the glyphs deol with

o c t u o l  h i s t o r y .  T h e  g l y p h s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  s t u d i e d .  A

c o n t i n u i n g  p r o g r o m  o f  r e s t o r o t i o n  w o s  b e g u n  b y  i h e
Mexicon Notionol Inslituie of Anihropology ond History
( INAH)  in  1973.

oo----

M E X ' C O

Flg. l{op ol tiloroomorlco thowlng locoilon of Yoxchllon.

re56).
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Flg. 5-liop of Yoxchllon (ofrrr Grohom ond Von Euw 1977).

Flg. 4-Typlcol rclnforrd neor Bonompok In thc Yoxchllon rrglon (oftcr
Wogncr 1964). The lorge lrcc on thc rlght lt mohogony.
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Site Description
The besf woy to begin this description is to set the stoge

with the fo l lowing quote:
Yoxchilon is o romontic's dreom. There is o brooding quolity obout
fhe  s i fe  due  to  the  luxu r ion l  vege to t i on ,  ond  th i s ,  p lus  the
exquisile orchileciure ond sculpture, moke Yoxchilon one of the
mosf foscinoting of Moyo centers (Kelly 1982:206).

Yoxchilon is even more foscinoting for Book of Mormon
believers os we sholl see.

The moin port of the site is strefched out for over holf o
m i l e  o l o n g  o  f e r r o c e  o f  t h e  U s u m q c i n f o  R i v e r  ( F i g .  5 ) .
Awoy from the river sfructures ore locoted on terroced
hil ls. lf should be strongly emphosized thqt the mop is not
complete since there hos never been o thorough survey of
Yoxchi lon s imi lor  to lhot  done for Tikol .  Yoxchi lon is no
doubt lorger thon indicoted by the mop.

The femple pyromids ore nol os toll os those of Tikol but
t h e  f e m p l e s  s u c h  o s  S t r u c f u r e  3 3  ( F i g .  6 )  o r e  l o r g e r .
Slructure 33, the reol gem of Yoxchilon (Kelly 1982t207),
is olso colled the House of Hochokyum (Figs. 7 ond 8).
Hochokyum is o god of the Locondones. The locondon
tribe, o smoll Moyo group numbering in the hundreds, hos
r e l o i n e d  t h e i r  o w n  w o y  o f  l i f e  i n  f h e  r o i n  f o r e s f  f o r
centuries. Their longuoge, colled Locondon ond one of the
obout 30 distinct Moyo longuoges, is reloted to Yucofec,
the longuoge of northern Yucolon. (Continued on poge 8)
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Flg. 6-Struclurr 33 Yoxchllon. Plon ond obvollon (oftcr Andrcwr 1975).

T h e  L o c o n d o n  t v t o y o  b e l i e v e  f  h e i r  g o d ,  H o c h o k y u m ,
dwel ls in o heqdless stotue which is inside Sfructure 33.
The heod ond the stotue hove been cleoned but not put
bock together.

The Loncondones believe thot when the heod is reunited wiih its
body, the world will come to on end ond ioguors will descend ond
devour ihe people. The world con be soved from desttucfion by
the loncondones, who ore the only ones who know how to proy to
Hochokyum (Kelly 1982:207).

Yoxchilon is socred to the Locondon ond unti l recently
they would wolk fhere ond burn incense in Structure 33.
They st i l l  come to Yoxchi lon but now by plone.

Yoxchilon is fomous for its well-preserved corved stone
l i n i e l s ,  w h i c h  f o r m  t h e  u p p e r  f  r o m e  f o r  t h e  e x t e r i o r
doorwoys. The lintels of Structure 33 tell us the building
wos dedicoted in 756 A.D. They olso portroy three scenes
in the l i fe of  o Yoxchi lon ruler nomed Bird Joguor.  Inside
ore troces of scrolls ond figures in red ond blue. Some of
t h e  l i n t e l s  " o r e  o m o n g  t h e  f i n e s t  e x o m p l e s  o f  M o y o
scuf pture in existence (Thompson 1954:70)". According to
M o r l e y  ( 1 9 5 6 : 3 a 0 )  t h e  o r f  o f  s c u l p t u r e  o t  Y o x c h i l o n
reoched its peok with fhe corving of the three l intels of
Structure 23, known os l infels24 ( f igs.  9 ond tO),  eS ( f ig.
I  l )  ond 26 (Fig.  l2) .  Structvre26, dedicoted in726 A.D. is
o n l y  p o r t i o l l y  p r e s e r v e d .  T h e  f  h r e e  l i n t e l s  h o v e  b e e n
removed. Linfels 24 ond 25 ore in the Brit ish Museum ond
L i n l e l  2 6  i s  i n  t h e  N o t i o n o l  M u s e u m  o f  A n t h r o p o l o g y ,
Mexico City. Lintels 24 ond 26 sti l l  hove trqces of blue
p o i n t .  M o r l e y  c o l l e d  L i n t e l  2 4  " t h e  m o s t  o u t s f o n d i n g
e x o m p l e  o f  s c u l p f u r o l  o r t  o t  Y o x c h i l o n  i n  h o r m o n y  o f
c o m p o s i t i o n ,  b o l o n c e  o f  d e s i g n ,  o n d  b r i l l i o n c e  o f
execut ion (1956:3a0)".  L intel24, 3leet 7 inches high ond

d e d i c o t e d  i n  7 0 9  A . D . ,  i s  o f  o  Y o x c h i l o n  r u l e r  n o m e d
Shield Joguor. Kneeling before him is o richly dressed
w o m o n .  S h e  i s  d r o w i n g  b l o o d  b y  p o s s i n g  o  r o p e  w i f h
thorns fhrough her tongue, providing us with o glimpse
i n t o  I o m o n i t e  o n d  M u l e k i t e  l i l e  3 2 4  y e o r s  o f f e r  t h e
Nephites were destroyed.

Moroni  descr ibes Lomonife l i fe obout 400 A.D.:
. . . the lomonifes ore ot wor one with onofher; ond the whole
foce of this lond is one continuol round of murder ond bloodshed;
ond no one knoweth the end of lhe wor. Mormon 4: l0

The fol lowing quote obout Yoxchi lon cont inues with th is
theme:

l f is hoped thot the Yoxchilon hieroglyphs will somedoy tell us

F l g .  7 - S t r u c t u r c  3 3  Y o x c h l l o n  ( o f t c r  M o l c r  l g 0 l . l g 0 g ) .  B c f o r c
rerlorollon.

Flg. 8-structurc 33 Yoxchllon (oftor Kolly 1982). Altrr rcrtoroflon.

something obout prevoiling polit ics ond locol conflicb, os no other
Moyo  s i te  po r t roys  so  mony  m i l i t on t  bo i t l e  scenes  (Weover
l  9 8 I  : 1  8 2 ) .

This chorocterizotion of Yoxchilon is in hormony with Book
of Mormon history which tells us thot the copitol city of
Zorohemlo chonged honds severol l imes due to invosion.
Linfel I from Yoxchilon is o good exomple of on "ofter the
b o t t l e "  s c e n e  ( F i g .  l 3 ) .  T h e  f  i g u r e  o n  f  h e  r i g h t  i s  B i r d
Joguor. The linfel tells obout his copfure of Jeweled Skull
ond onofher enemy with the help of the figure on the left.
The linfel is doted 755 A.D. by the |wo glyphs in fhe upper
left-hond corner. The nexf glyph meons copfure ond the
fourth glyph is the nome of Jeweled Skul l .  The middle
glyph in the upper right-hond corner is the nome of Bird
Joguor.  Below his nome is the glyph for Yoxchi lon.  Adoms

Flg. 8-Structurc 33 Yoxchllon
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Flg. 9-Unfcl 2f from Slructuro 23 (ofter Grohom ond Von Euw 1977). Flg. lOJrowlng ol Llntrl 2l (oftor Grohom ond Von Euw 1977).
\ : . .  r !

: l r

r  f  , J

i ' ; . . i u ' - ' . i . f : i i , J i j i i . i ; , . . ' ' l . l ; . . 1 i ; l : i i

Ffg. I l-Llnlal 25 trom Structure 23 (oftrr Grohom ond Von Euw 1977).

commenls thot:
Certoin rulers ore quife prominenlly referred to os "conqueror of
so-ond-so"; for exomple the ruler "Bird-Joguor" of Yoxchilon is
known os "Conqueror of Jeweled-Skull," Jeweled-Skull being the
nome or f i i le  of  onother ru ler  (1977:153).

Q u i t e  o  b i f  o f  d e t o i l  i s  k n o w n  o b o u t  L o m o n i t e  o n d
Muleki te l i fe of ter  400 A.D. f rom the glyphs. Yoxchi lon is
o l s o  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  s t e l o e ,  S t e l o  I  I  ( F i g .  l 4 )  b e i n g  o n
exomple.  Now fhot we know thof these steloe contoin
hisfor icol  informof ion obout rulers we con soy thot the
t iming of  their  oppeoronce (of ter  the beginning of  the
L o m o n i t e s  i n  2 3 1  A . D . )  o n d  s u b i e c t  m o t f e r  f  i t s  w e l l  o
pottern of  Lomonife k ings erect ing monuments to glor i fy
themselves.

We wi l l  c lose fhis short  g l impse of  Yoxchi lon wi th o look
ot on interest ing bui ld ing lobeled Structure I9 ond col led

YAXCHItAN--<ontlnued on Pogc 20
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APPROACHES TO
STUDYING THE
BOOK OF MORMON
by Roymond C. Trcot

From fhe  beg inn ing  God p lonned fo r  us  fo  hove o
wrilten record of his word lo reod ond study. Even the
Book o f  Mormon wos por f  o f  the  p lon  o f  God f  rom the
beginning. lf is no coincidence thot the Book of Mormon
come forth in | 830 ond thot we hove it ovoiloble for study
todoy. The Book of Mormon is our most closely controlled
scripturol record. Whor is in fhe Book of Mormon is there
for o purpose. We know this becouse ihe wrilers tell us
fhof they were directed os to whol to put in ond whot to
leove oul. For exomple, Mormon tells us:

. . . I sholl toke these plotes, which contoin there prophesyings

ond revelotions, ond put them wlth the remoinder of my record,

for they ore choice unlo me; ond I know they will be cholce unto

my  b re ih ren .  And  I  do  th i s  fo r  o  w lce  pu rPose ;  fo r  thus  i t

whispereth me, occording to the workings of the Splrlt of the Lord

which is in me. And now, I do not know oll things; but ?he lord

knoweth oll things which ore fo come; wherefore, he worketh in

me fo do occording to his wlll. Words of Mormon l:9-l I

Mormon is referring here to the smoll plotes of Nephi (see

Zorohemlo Record #l t for more on the smoll plotes of
Nephi) which the Spirii of the Lord hod iust directed him fo
include with his obridgement of the lorge plotes of Nephi.

Here  is  o  p r ime exomple  o f  o  Book o f  Mormon wr i fe r

being directed os to whot to puf in fhe Book of Mormon.

Mormon wos olso directed os to whof to leove out:

Behold I wos oboul lo wrlte rhcm oll whlch werc engroven upon

the plotes of Nephi, bul the tord forbid it, roying I wlll try fie folrh

of my people; therelore l, Mormon, do wrife rhe things whlch hove

been commonded me of the tord. 3 Nephi l2:5

This verse refers fo those feochings of Jesus which ore not
port of the Book of Mormon but which ore recorded on the
lorge plotes of Nephi. Nephi wos olso directed os to whof

fo leove ouf:
But the th ingr which thou shol t  cee hercof ler ,  lhou shol t  not
write... I Nephi 3:218

Knowing thof whot is in fte Book ol Mormon is there for o
purpose is on importonf principle lo olwoys keep in mind
when studying the Book of Mormon.

The consfont osking of the question, "Why is this in
here?", will sooner or loter leod to odditionol reveolment
ond understonding. A good exomple of this principle wos
lhe  d iscovery  o f  the  "no  erosers"  (Zorohpmlo  Rccord
#13/14). There ore more thon 40 exomples in the Book of
Mormon where fhe words "or" or "or rother" ore used
when ihe ideqs presenied ofter these words ore eilher o
clorificotion or o direct controdiction of whot come before.
The onswer lo the question os to why this type of wrifing is
in  the  Book o f  Mormon is  now obv ious :  when you ore
writing on mefol plotes ond moke o misfoke fhere is no
woy lo erose so you insert o connecting word ond correcl
lhe  er ro r .  Th is  s imp le  d iscovery  ie l l s  us  o l  leos f  two
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fhings: I ) the Book of Mormon wos octuolly wrillen on
metol plotes ond 2) Joseph Smith wos given lhe ocfuol
words fo be wrilten otherwise these "no eroser" errors
would not hove been preserved.

One other principle should be mentioned before we
exomine vorious methods of Book of Mormon study. This
p r i n c i p l e  i s  t h o l  w e  l e o r n  f r o m  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n
through the enlightenmenf of the Holy Spirit os we spend
time with the book. Therefore, we should nof opprooch
the Book of Mormon os o school texfbook ond expecf to
l e o r n  i n  t h e  s o m e  w o y  q s  w e  d o  f o r  o  s c h o o l  t e s t .  O u r
study should olwoys be occomponied with proyer ond
frequenf fosfing.

The Strolghr Through Merhod
Reoding the Book of Mormon sfroight through from

cover io cover is, of course, fhe most obvious ond probobly
most  common method o f  Book  o f  Mormon s tudy .  Th is
method of sfudy is recommended os o beginning. lt would
be helpful in keeping fhe chronology of the sfory stroight
to storl with the eorlier Joredite history os found in fhe
Book of Ether ond then progress to the First Book of Nephi.

One very helpful thing to do os you ore reoding stroight
through the enlire book is fo keep o lisf of questions os
they occur. Some of these quesiions moy leod to imporfonf
topics for fuilher sfudy. Anofher helpful suggestion is to
use fhe Book of Mormon mop, Anclcnl Mcroomerlco, to
follow the story line. Following the story line on the mop
mokes it eosier fo understond ond remember lhe history.
In order to fully comprehend the spirituol truths in the
book, if is essentiol to know the people ond evenls of the
book.

I t  i s  o  good proc t ice  to  re - reod the  Book o f  Mormon
st ro igh t  th rough o t  leos l  once o  yeor ,  mok ing  o  l i s t  o f
questions. Eoch time you reod it, you wil l be oble lo see
things you could not see before. However, there ore ofher
methods of study which should olso be utilized.

Reodlng the Roreorch of Otherr
After reoding stroight through the Book of Mormon if

would be helpful to reod some of the books written obouf
fhe Book of Mormon. Mony of the quesiions writien down
in the slroight through reoding wil l probobly be onswered
qs you study ihese books. These siudies con olso leod to
o ther  ques f  ions .  l t  i s  be t te r  to  reod whot  o ihers  hove
wriflen on vorious topics before sforting your own topicol
study to ovoid repeoting the work of others. Alrhough ouf
o f  p r in t ,  you  moy be  in te res ted  in  reod ing  Pou l  M.
Honson's Jerur Chrlrt Among thc Anclcnl Amcrlcont, lor
New Wor ld  ex ie rno l  ev idences  re lo led  to  the  Book o f



Mormon. Lehl In the Dererf ond the World ol the Joredlter
by Hugh Nibley hos some excellent moteriol on Old World
externol evidences. Nibley's book, Slnce Cumoroh, is olso
worthwhile. Roy E. Weldon ond F. Edword Buiferworth
h o v e  c o m p i l e d  o  f o u r  v o l u m e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e x f e r n o l
evidences: Book of Mormon Clolmr ond Evldence3. Verneil
Simmons' book, Peopler, Plocer ond Prophecler, is the
mosi curreni in-depth study of oll ospects of the Book of
Mormon ovoiloble. Two good reference moteriols to ossist
in the Book of Mormon study ore the Overvlew of the Book
of Mormon ond Anclent Meroomerlco, o mop of Book of
M o r m o n  g e o g r o p h y .  T h e  o v e r v i e w  h o s  m u c h  e o s i l y
retrievoble informotion in it including o synopsis of the
e n i i r e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n ,  o  g e o g r o p h y  m o p  o n d  o

summory of the records of the Book of Mormon. Thelono
Stevens' Book of Mormon Studler hos served os o good
study guide for mony yeors. The Zorohemlo Record should
not be overlooked os o source of current informotion on
orchoeology, geogrophy, linguistics ond othEr Book of
Mormon top ics .  Weldon ond But te rwor th  hqve q lso

compiled three volumes of reference mqteriols on vorious
internol Book of Mormon fopics - Book of Mormon Deepr.
Also note The Purpore ol the Book of Mormon by Wolter
Weldon.

The Toplcol Mcthod
The fopicol method of sludy should occupy most of our

Book o f  Mormon s tudy  t ime becouse th is  i s .  the  most
productive method of sfudy. Of course, o good Book of
Mormon concordonce is  o  necessory  foo l .  When you
concentrote on o porticulor fopic, you obtoin o depth of
understonding obout thot topic ond ore in o position fo
receive odditionol enlightenment thof would probobly not
come otherwise. lt is importont to choose the proper topic.
Some of the questions from the stroight-through reoding
moy turn out fo be excellent topics or you moy wont to
choose o  top ic  in  wh ich  you hove o  spec io l  in fe res f .
B e c o u s e  w h o t  w e  k n o w  o b o u t  e i t h e r  t h e  p h y s i c o l  o r
spirituol ospecls of the Book of Mormon is only o smoll
por t  o f  whot  i s  le f t  fo  d iscover ,  the  impor ton t  po in t  to
remember of ihis fime is not whof we know but whot ore
the proper questions to osk. Proy obout which questions lo
osk.

S o m e t i m e s  o  f o p i c  w i l l  c o m e  t h r o u g h  o  r h e m o
(roy-moh)  exper ience.  Rhemo is  Greek  fo r  "word" .  A
rhemo exper ience is  when o  word ,  phrose or  verse
becomes o l i ve  gnd " leops  ou f "  o l  you  os  o  resu l t  o f
enlightenment from rhe Holy Spirit. This scripture then
becomes o direct revelotion fo you of thoi moment. God is
speoking lo you. The most fomous exomple of o rhemo
experience in the Resforotion Movement is, of course, the
experience thot Joseph Smiih Jr. hod with Jomes l:5. The
experience of Joseph Smifh is olso o prime exomple of
knowing which queslion to osk.

In the reoding of Ether l:90-91, o friend hod o rhemo
experience which provided o iopic to study.

And when ihe tord hod soid these words, he shewed unto the
Brother of Jored oll the inhobifontg of the eorth which hod been,
ond olso oll rhqt would be; ond the Lord wirhheld them not from

his sight, even unlo the ends of the eorth; for the lord hod soid

unto him in tlmes before thor if he would believe in him, thot he
could shew unto him oll thlryr ' il should be shewn unto him;
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therefore the Lord could noi wiihhold onylhing from him; for he

knew thot the Lord could shew him cll thlngr.

His oftention wos drown to the phrose "oll things". He
begon reseorching this topic ond os o resuh, discovered
some interesting informotion. First, note thot the Brofher
o f  J o r e d  w o s  s h o w n  " o l l  t h i n g s " .  T h e n  h e  w r o t e  t h e m
down:

And the Lord soid unlo him, Write these things ond seol them up
ond I will shew them in mine own due lime unto the children of

men. Eiher l :92

This then, is the Seqled Portion. In ofher words, the topic
"oll things" is connected with the Seoled Portion. The topic
" o l l  t h i n g s "  o n d  t h e  t o p i c  " s e o l e d "  o r e  o l s o  b r o u g h t
fogether in I Nephi 32249-250:

And olso ofhers who hove been, to them hoth he shown oll thlngt,
ond they hove wrilten them; ond they ore roolod up to come forlh
in their purity occording to fhe iruth which is in the Lomb, in the

own due fime of the Lord. unto lhe house of lsroel.

In this scripture we leorn ihof Nephi ond ofhers olso sow
oll things which they wrote ond which hove been seoled.

ln pursuing the fopic of "oll things" we nofice o time

elemenl is mentioned in both references - "in the Lord's

own due time". Nexl, our seorch for references to "oll

things" leods us io 2 Nephi 12:96'99;

Wherefore, the things of oll notions sholl be mode known: yeo, oll
thlngr sholl be mode known unlo the children of men. There is

nothing which is secret, sove ll sholl be mode monifesl in the light;

ond there is noihing which is seoled upon the eorth, sove it sholl

be loosed. Wherefore, oll thlngr which hove been reveoled unlo

the children of men, sholl ot thol doy be reveoled; ond Solon sholl

hove power over the heorfs of the children of men no more, for o

long time.

T h e s e  v e r s e s  t e l l  u s  w h e n  " o l l  t h i n g s " ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e

Seoled Portion, sholl be reveoled - ot fhe beginning of the
m i l l e n i u m ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  " S o t o n  s h o l l  h o v e
power over fhe heorfs of the children of men no more, for

o long time". The verses iust before this, verses 92-95,
verify thot the timing is the beginning of the millenium:
"And fhen sholl the wolf dwell with the lomb ... ond the
young lion, qnd the fqtl ing, together; ond o l itt le child
sholl leod them".

The topicol opprooch to study will give you o depfh of
understonding nof obtoinoble by o simple stroight ihrough
reoding.

Deflnltlonr
A top ico l  s tudy  he lps  to  p roper ly  de f ine  words  or

phroses. We hqve iusf seen thof by properly defining fhe
Seoled Portion os porl of the phrose "oll fhings" we hove
been ob le  to  de fermine tho f  i t  w i l l  be  reveo led  q f  the
beginning of the millenium. ls there more to the story? In
E t h e r  l : 9 2  w e  o r e  t o l d  t h o t  t h e  S e o l e d  P o r t i o n  w i l l . b e
shown "in mine own due time unfo the children of meni'
This some group, "the children of men" is mentioned in 2
Nephi 12:96-99, fhe verses which ore connected with fhe
beginning of the millenium. However, note thof in I Nephi
32249-250, the things which ore seoled up will come forth
"in lhe own due fime of the [ord, unio fhe house of lsroel".
T h e  p r o p e r  q u e s t i o n  o t  f h i s  p o i n t  i s :  d o  t h e  p h r o s e s
"children of men" ond "house of lsroel" meon the some
rhing or do they refer fo two different groups? This is o
good top ic  fo r  s f  udy .  Le t  us  ossume they  re fe r  to  two
differenr groups. We know thot the children of men ore
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going to receive fhe Seoled Portion ot the beginning of the
mi l lenium. l f  the house of  lsroel  is  o di f ferent group, when
ore they going lo receive the Seoled Portion? ls if possible

f h e y  m i g h t  r e c e i v e  l h e  S e o l e d  P o r f i o n  b e f o r e  t h e
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  m i l l e n i u m  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  f h e
estobf ishmenl ol Zion? A thorough topicol study is needed
to deiermine i f  lh is informot ion is ovoi loble.  We should be
coreful thof our definil ions of fhese phroses or ony words
w e  m o y  b e  s t u d y i n g  o r e  d e f  i n i f  i o n s  d e r i v e d  f  r o m  f h e
s c r i p t u r e s  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  l o p i c o l  o p p r o o c h  h e l p s  u s
o r r i v e  q t  t h e  p r o p e r  d e f i n i f i o n s .  L e l  u s  l o o k  o f  f h e
d e f  i n i f  i o n  o f  o  c o m m o n  s c r i p t u r o l  w o r d ,  d e r i v i n g  o u r
definit ion by l inking verses of scripture.

"Believe" is one of the most commonly used words in
the Christion vocobulory. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
o n d  y o u  s h o l l  b e  s o v e d "  i s  f  r e q u e n f  l y  h e o r d  -  " o n l y

b e l i e v e " .  l t  s e e m s  t h o t  n o  o t h e r  o c t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d
o c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  c u r r e n l  u s e  o f  f h e  w o r d  " b e l i e v e " .

However, Helomon 5:67 gives us o different definif ion of
"bel ieve":

And i f  ye bel ieve on his nome, ye wi l l  repenl  of  o l l  your s ins,  thot

thereby ye moy hove o remission of them through his merits.

According to this definif ion, if we do not repenf of oll our
sins we connot honestly soy we believe. This verse odds o
dimension fo the word "believe" thot goes for beyond the
p o p u l o r  u s e  o f  t h i s  w o r d .  A  d e e p e r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  w o r d
"believe" is in order.

Another commonly used phrose is "born ogoin". Whot

does this phrose reolly meon? A topicol sfudy leods us fo
this def in i t ion by Almo:

. . . I hove repented of my sins, ond hove been redeemed of the

Lord; behold, I om born of rhe Splrlt. And the Lord soid unto me,
Morvel nof thot oll monkind, yeo, m€n, ond women, oll notions,
kindreds, longues ond people, musf be born ogoln; yeo, born o0
God, chonged from their cornol ond follen stote, fo o stote of
righfeousness, being redeemed of God, becoming his sons ond
doughters; ond thus they becom€ new cr€ofures; ond unless they

do this, they con in no wise inheril the kingdom of God. Mosioh

l  l  : 1  8 6 - 1  8 8

Here we see fhot to be "born ogoin" meons we hqve been
chonged from o cornol stoie to o sfote of righteousness,
being redeemed of God. All three phroses - "born of the
S p i r i t " ,  " b o r n  o g o i n " ,  o n d  " b o r n  o f  G o d "  -  o r e  t o p i c o l
studies in themselves ond it would be helpful to pursue
these phroses for on even better underslonding of "born

ogoin". We wil l not go into thot much depth here but we
wi l l  furn to I  John 3:9 for  fur ther insight into the meoning
of "born ogoin":

Whosoever is born of God doth not continue in sin; for the Spirit of
God remoineth in him; ond he connot continue in sin, becouse he
is born of God, hoving received thot holy Spirif of promise.

The ferm used in this verse is not "born ogoin" but "born

o f  G o d " .  W e  m u s t  f i r s t  b e  s u r e  f h e s e  i e r m s  o r e
s y n o n y m o u s  b e f o r e  u s i n g  t h i s  v e r s e  t o  d e f  i n e  " b o r n

ogoin".  Forfunotely,  Mosioh I  l :186-188 provided us wi th
thot necessory informotion. By reoding these verses we
see fhot fhe three phroses - "born of the Spiri l", "born

ogoin" ond "born of God" ore synonymous. We should
n o t e  h e r e  b e f  o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t h o t  t h e  i d e n t i f  i c o t i o n  o f
synonyms through such verses os these is on importont
key to successful topicol sludy.

To return fo I John 3:9, we see fhot if you ore "born

o g o i n "  y o u  d o  n o t  c o n t i n u e  i n  s i n  o n d  i n d e e d  c o n n o t
cont inue in s in.  l f  you do cont inue in s in,  i t  must meon you
ore nol  reol ly "born ogoin" buf only soy you ore,  not  using
the def in i t ion given in lhe scr iptures.  Nof ice olso fhol  the
" b o r n  o g o i n "  p e r s o n  h o s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  o f
Promise. The sfudy of this topic should olso be fruitful os it
oppeors fhe possession of the Holy Spirit of Promise gives
ihe power to overcome sin (see olso Almo l0:4-6,  2 Nephi
3 : 5 3 ) .  W e  c o n  s e e  e v e n  f r o m  t h i s  b r i e f  s f u d y  o f  " b o r n
o g o i n "  t h o t  t h e  f o p i c o l  o p p r o o c h  i s  o n  e s s e n t i o l  o n d
fruitful form of scripture study.

Synonyms
S o m e  f  u r l h e r  c o m m e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  m o d e  o b o u t  t h e

importonce of idenlifying synonyms os o key to successful
topicol study. Once o synonym (words hoving the some or
n e o r l y  t h e  s o m e  m e o n i n g )  h o s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d ,  t h e
i n f o r m o t i o n  o b o u t  o n e  w o r d  c o n  b e  o p p l i e d  t o  i t s
s y n o n y m s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  i n f o r m o t i o n  t h o t  c o n  b e
obtoined obout o poriiculor fopic con be greofly exponded
if synonyms for thot topic con be identif ied. As olreody
stofed, verses such os Mosioh I  l :186-188 where severol
words or phroses ore used interchongeobly ore necessory
to the identif icofion of synonyms. The following verses ore
good exomples:

Now they, ofter being roncil0lcd by the Holy Ghosl, hoving their
gormenls mode whltc, being purc ond rpotlerr before God, could
not  look upon s in,  sove i f  were wi lh obhorrence.  Almo l0:4

And ogoin, if ye, by the groce of God, ore pcrfoct in Christ, ond
deny not his power, then ore ye ronctlf lcd in Christ by the groce of
God, through the shedding of the blood of Chrisf, whlch is in the
covenonl of the Fother, unto the remission of your sins, thot ye
become holy wllhout 3pot. Moroni l0:30

E o c h  o f  t h e s e  v e r s e s  h q s  f o u r  w o r d s  w h i c h  c q n  b e
c o n s i d e r e d  s y n o n y m o u s .  I n  A l m q  l 0 : 4  t h e y  o r e :
"sonctif igd", "white", "pure" ond "spofless". In Moroni
l 0 : 3 0  t h e y  o r e :  " p e r f e c l " ,  " s o n c t i f  i e d " ,  " h o l y "  o n d
Iwithout spot". Becquse two of these words ore used in
b o t h  v e r s e s  w e  e n d  u p  w i t h  s i x  s y n o n y m o u s  w o r d s :
sonctif ied, perfecf, whife, pure, spotless ond holy. This l isf
con be exponded by using other verses which hove lwo or
m o r e  s y n o n y m s .  S e e  i f  y o u  c o n  f  i n d  e v i d e n c e  f  h o t  f  h e
words "cleon", "blomeless" ond "redeemed" belong to
this l ist of synonyms. How mony others con you find?

The identif icofion of o lorge number of synonyms of o
certoin fopic is informotion in itself. For exomple, fhe
Eskimos ore very much interesfed in snow. In foct, they
o r e  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  f o p i c  t h e y  h o v e  o f  l e o s t  2 3
different words for the single English word "snow". The
reoson for this is becouse their very l ives depend upon
t h e i r  o b i l i t y  t o  o c c u r o f e l y  c o m m u n i c o t e  t h e  p r e c i s e
condition of the snow. Therefore, if we find o topic with
severol synonyms, we then know this is o very importont
topic in the eyes of God ond should be of imporfonce to us.
One exomple of  such o topic is "humil i ty" .  The fol lowing is
o portiol l ist of synonyms derived from the scriptures:
submissive, sorry, pofient, obedient, servonf, repentonf,
chi ld- l ike,  meek, t rust ,  teochoble,  p lo in,  unossuming,
yield, obosed, lowly, believe, poor in spiri l , surrender,
m o d e s t ,  w i l l i n g ,  g e n t l e ,  b r o k e n  h e o r f ,  p e n i t e n t  o n d



contrite in spirif. Con you find the scripturol evidence thot
these ore synonyms? The following reference is o good
ploce to stort:

Buf men drink domnofion fo their own souls, excepf they humble
themse lves ,  ond  bocomo o r  l l t t l o  ch l l d rcn ,  ond  be l i eve  fho t
solvoiion wos, ond is, ond is fo come, in ond lhrough the otoning
blood of Chrisr, rhe [ord Omnipotent: for the noturol mon is on
enemy io God, ond hos been from the foll of Adom, ond will be,
for ever ond ever; but if he ybldt to the enticings of the Holy
Spiri l, ond putieth off the nofurol mon, ond becomefh o soinf,
through fhe otonemenl of Christ, the [ord, ond brcomoth ot o
chlld, rubmltrlvo, moek, humblo, pollonl, full ol lovr, wllllng to
rubmlt to oll things which the lord seeth fit to infl ict upon him,
€ven os o chi ld doth submit  to h is fother.  Mosioh l : l l8-120

l f  the physicol l ives of the Eskimos ore dependent upon
their obil ity to communicofe informotion obout snow, if
oppeors our spirituql l ives ore dependent upon our obil ify
lo undersfond ond communicote occurofely fhe vorious
ospects of humility.

D o  n o t  o v e r l o o k  t h e  t o p i c o l  s t u d y  o f  s o - c o l l e d
w e l l - k n o w n  s u b i e c f s  s u c h  o s  p r o y e r .  O n e  s i s t e r  d i d  o
f o p i c o l  s t u d y  o f  p r o y e r  o n d  w o s  o m o z e d  o n d  g r e o t l y
b l e s s e d  o f  w h o t  s h e  f o u n d .  T h o s e  p e r s o n s  o r o u n d  h e r
were olso blessed bs she shored her new-found insights.

Ponder
This is o method of study which is especiolly suited to

people wifh busy schedules. lf is olso o meihod which
s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  b y  e v e r y o n e  w i f h  o  d e s i r e  f o  s t u d y .
Pondering simply meqns thot you toke o phrose, o verse
or q story ond think ond proy obouf it oll doy or for severol
doys. Nephi  d id fh is:

For my soul delightelh in the scriptures, ond my heorf pondereth
them,  ond  wr i i e fh  them fo r  the  leo rn ing  ond  the  p ro f  i l  o f  my
children. Behold, my soul delighteth in the things of rhe Lord; ond
my heort pondereth confinuolly upon the things which I hove seen
ond heord. 2 Nephi 3:29-30

P o n d e r i n g  i s  o n e  o f  f h e  k e y s  t o  r e c e i v i n g  o  r h e m o
experience, or direct communicotion with the Holy Spirit
os Nephi discovered:

As I sot pondering in mine heort I wos cought owoy in the Spirit of
fhe Lord, yeo, info on exceeding high mountoin, which I never hod
before seen, ond upon which I never hod before rel my foot. I
Nephi  3:38

After teoching the people, Jesus told them to ponder:

. . . go ye un?o your homes, ond pondsr upon the things which I
hove  so id ,  ond  osk  o f  the  Fo the r ,  i n  my  nqme,  fho t  ye  moy
underslond; ond prepore your minds for the morrow, ond I come
unto you ogoin. 3 Nephi 8:3

Pondering provides the best opportunity for receiving fhe
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

le t  the word of  Chr ist  dwel l  in  you r ichly. . .  Colossions 3:16

Lehi ond Nephi gove fheir tesfimony fhot the word of
God (the rod of iron) wil l leod us to the fruit of the tree of
life (the love of God). The writers of the Book of Mormon
poid o greot personol price for us lo hove their testimony
ond their enlightenment. Mormon tells us "he thot hqth
the scriptures, lef him seorch them ..." (3 Nephi 4269).
Knowing obout the vorious opprooches fo scripture study
will help us to truly "seorch them". I
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The White Man's
Book of Heaven

by Foye Show

And Now I would prophery romcwhol more concernlng
the Jewr ond the Genlllet. For ofter the book of whlch I
hove 3poken rholl come forth, ond be wrllten unto lhe
Gentller . . . lhey rholl corry them forth unto the remnonl
of our reed. l l  Nephi 12:79,80

I hove been reoding qbout lhe incredible 'remnont 
of

our seed', hoping to find remoins of the oncient religion
ond troditions. Whqt l 've discovered, even in my rondom
s e l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s  f r o m  f h e  l i b r o r y ,  h o s  b e e n  o v e r -
whelming. Just os my belief in the outhenticity of the Book
of Mormon hos exponded os I begon to dig deeper, so my
oppreciotion of the Nofive Americqns hos grown. Smiles
hove crepf ocross my foce os I reod of their sensifive ond
poeficolly expressed feelings for nolure, ond teors come
o s  I  s o w  f h e m  b u r d e n e d  b y  s o r r o w s  o n d  d e p r i v e d  b y
iniusfices. I thri l led ot beliefs, procfices ond prophecies
porollel to our c,wn, ond qdmired fhe spirituol l ives of their
holy men.

Monfhs hove possed since my first 'discovery'. l 've been
onxious to shore my findings, buf reluctont to speok os o
white person relotive to Indion ihings. Therefore I present
my firsf incident pretty much os I found it.

I hod been reoding o foscinoting compilofion of octuql
I n d i o n  s p e e c h e s  i n  o  b o o k ,  I  H o v e  S p o k e n .  O n e
porficulor speech, delivered by two Nez Perce Indions in
18311 intr igued me, ond I  wos drown bock to i t  ogoin ond
o g o i n .  l l  i n v o l v e d  o n e  F l o t h e o d  o n d  t h r e e  N e z  P e r c e
I n d i o n s  w h o  h o d  m o d e  o  d i f f  i c u l t  i o u r n e y  f  r o m  t h e i r
homelond in the Northwest, ocross the Rocky Mountoins
o n d  f h r o u g h  h o s t i l e  t e r r i t o r y  t o  S t .  L o u i s 2  f o  s e e  t h e
Governor of the lond of Missouri. Sodly, fwo of them died
during their sfoy, leoving only Hee-oh-ks-te-kin (Rqbbit
Skin Leggings) ond H'co-o-h'co-o'h-cotes-min (No Horns on
His Heod).

T h e  o b i e c t  o f  s u c h  o n  q r d u o u s  q u e s f  i s  c o u c h e d  i n
c o n t r o v e r s y .  S o m e  s o i d  s i n c e  f h e y  c o m e  f  r o m  d i s f o n f
t r i b e s ,  i n t e r p r e l e r s  w e r e  h o r d  t o  c o m e  b y ,  t h e r e f o r e
underslonding their true meoning wos diff icult. However,
oside from the spoken longuoge, o foirly universol sign
l o n g u o g e  w o s  w e l l - k n o w n  b y  m o s t  I n d i o n s ,  o n d  c o u l d

l . The Book of Mormon hod been in print for obouf o yeor. In September,
1830 fhe church wos inslructed to "go unlo the lomonites, ond preoch
my gospel unfo them; ond inosmuch os they receive fhy teochings,
t h o u  s h o l t  c o u s e  m y  c h u r c h  t o  b e  e s t o b l i s h e d  o m o n g  f  h € m  .  .  . "
Doclrine ond Covenonts 27:3o

2. Church Hislory, under lhe heoding "Mission omong fhe Indions," picks

up on P. P. Proti 's iournol. lronicolly, he is in the process of toking
Books of Mormon fo fhe Delowore Indions. "ln lhe beginning of l83l
we renewed our iourney . . . possing through Sf. Louis . . ." During
f  h o f  y e o r  o u r  m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  J o s e p h  S m i t h ,  O l i v e r  C o w d e r y  o n d
Sidney Rigdon, would poss through there ot leost 7 or 8 times on their
lrqvels between Kirtlond ond Indopendence.

WHITE MAN'S BOOK OF IIEAVEN-contlnurd on Pogr ll
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h o v e  o u g m e n f e d  t h e i r  s p e e c h .  O t h e r s  t h o u g h t  " t h e y

wonted better 
'medicine' lo increose fheir prestige ond

power."3 Dispel l ing ihot  orgumenf wos the foct  thot  they

were not  over ly  recepf  ive  to  lhe woys o f  wh i te  men.

Interestingly, enough people did heed fheir pleo, becouse

t h e i r  s p e e c h  " w o , s  u n u s u o l l y  i n f  l u e n t i o l  i n  s t o r t i n g  o

m i s s i o n o r y  m o v e m e n t  o f  g r e o t  i m p o r t o n c e  t o  t h e

development of the Pocific Northwest."4 A Henry Hormon

S p o l d i n g  w o s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t o k i n g

c'hristionity to the Nez Perce. Loter he wos occused of

responding to o speech thot wos "the work of on old mon's

Robblt Skln legglngr No Hornr on Hlt Hcod

(spolding's)  imoginoi ion."S Knowing ol l  th is,  I  st i l l  bel ieve

t h e  w o r d s  s p e o k  f  o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h i s  i s  w h o t  t h e  N e z

Perce soid to Governor Will iom Clork:

I come over fhe troil of mony moons from the setting

sun. You were the friend of my foihers who hove oll

ggne the long woy. I come with one eye portly oPen,

for more l ight for my people who sit in dorkness. I go

bock with both eyes closed. How con I go bock blind

t o  m y  b l i n d  p e o p l e ?  l m o d e  m y  w o y  t o  y o u  w i t h

s t r o n g  o r m s  t h r o u g h  m o n y  e n e m i e s  o n d  s t r o n g e

londs thor I might corry bock much to them. l 9o bock

with both orms broken ond empty. Two fothers come

with us. They were the broves of mony winters ond

wors. We leove them to sleep by your greot woter

ond wigwoms. They were tired of mony moons ond

their moccosins wore out.

My people sent me to get ihe white mon's Book of

H e o v e n .  Y o u  f o o k  m e  t o  w h e r e  y o u  o l l o w  y o u r

women to donce, os we do ours, ond the Book wos

not there. You took me to where they worship ihe

G r e o f  S p i r i t  w i t h  c o n d l e s  o n d  t h e  B o o k  w o s  n o t

there. You showed me the imoges of the good spirits

ond the pictures of the good londs beyond, but the

Book wos not omong fhem to tell us the woy. I om

going bock to the long sod troil to my people in the

dork lond. You moke rny feet heovy with gifts ond my

moccosins wil l grow old corrying fhem, yet fhe Book

is not omong fhem. When I tell my Poor blind people,

ofter one more snow, in fhe Big Council, thot I did not

bring fhe Book, no word wil l be spoken by our old

men or our young broves. One by one fhey wil l r ise

u p  o n d  g o  o u t  i n  s i l e n c e .  M y  p e o p l e  w i l l  d i e  i n

dorkness, ond they wil l go on the long poth to the

SUMMER I983

hunt ing grounds. No white mon wi l l  go wi fh them

ond no white mon's Book wi l l  moke ihe woy ploin9

And we sometimes wonder if people need our witness.

Obviously everyone would ossume they were looking for

the Bible. 5o why didn'l they f ind i l? Didn'l onyone give, or
ot leost show them ohe-or were they ofter something

else?
George Cotlin, the fomous ortist ond chronicler of the

Notive Americqns, froveled uP the Missouri with Robbit

Skin Leggings ond No Horns on His Heqd os they begon

their return home on the steomship "Yellowstone." They

hod visited with the Sioux, who hod treoted them well ond
given them "beoutiful dresses." Cotlin sketched them in

their newly ocquired outfits. He sfoted loter:

When I f irst heord the report of the obiect of this

extroordinory mission ocross ihe mountoins, I could

scorcely believe it, but on conversing with Generol

Clorke on o future occosion, I wos fully convinced of

the foct.7 O

3. The Mocedonlon cry by Froncis Hoines, chopter 6, The Nez Perces.

4. I Hovc spokcn, Amerlcon Hlrtory Through thc volccr ol the Indlonr

compiled by virginio lrving Armsfrong, Introduction to speech no.

l 1 6 ,  p .  5 9 .

5. Hcnry Hormon Spoldlng by C. M. Drury, Chopter 3, The Nez Perce

Delegotion.

6.1 Hsve Spoken, Speech no.  l16 '  p.  60.

7. North Amerlcon Indlonr, Vol. l l, by George Cotlin, p. 24.

porty:
o .  Ur im ond Thummim
b. Bross plotes
c.  L iohono
d. The sword of Lobon

The record of the Jews contoined:
o. A geneology of Joseph's tribe
b. The book of Abrohom
c. The five books of Moses
d. Prophecies of Zedekioh

The Smoll Plotes of Nephi contoined:
q. A geneology of Lehi
b. The words of Christ
c. Almo's record
d. A poroble of Zenos

4 .  T h o t  p o r l i o n  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  s t i l l  t o  b e

tronsloted:
o. The vision of the Brother of Jored

b. The record of John
c. The testimony of the 3 Nephites
d. The record of Almo

5. Wrifings odded lo the record by commond of Chrisf:

o. Words of Molochi
b. Vision of the Brother of Jqred

c. The testimony thot mony sqints orose from the deod

d. Words of John
(ANSWERS ON PAGE 24)

2.

3 .

Scholar's
A

Lofnef circle ALL correct onswers:
Socred  ob iec ts  b rough t  to  the  New Wor ld  by  Leh i ' s
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BOOK REIIIEW:.IN SEARCH OF CUMORAH'
l n  Seorch  o f  Cumoroh.  New Ev ldencer  fo r  the  Book o f
Mormon from Anclenf Mexlco by Dovid A. Polmer, Horizon
Publishers, $9.95, 254 poges.

By Mory Lec Treot
In Seorch of Cumoroh is o book obout Book of Mormon

geogrophy ond orchoeology.As the i if le suggests, one of
t h e  o u t h o r ' s  m o i n  f h e m e s  i s  f h e  l o c o f i o n  o f  t h e  h i l l
Cumoroh - scene of the lost Nephite borle ond repository

of the originol records of the Book of Mormon. While Dr.
P o l m e r  i n d i c o t e s  i t  i s  n o f  h i s  i n l e n l i o n  f o  p r e s e n t  o

detoiled overview of Book of Mormon geogrophy but only
e n o u g h  t o  i u s t i f y  t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  i d e n f  i f  i c o f  i o n  o f
C u m o r o h ,  i t  i s  i n d e e d  f h e  m o s t  d e t o i l e d  g e o g r o p h i c
proposol for Book of Mormon geogrophy currently in print.

T h e  f h e o r y  w h i c h  p l o c e s  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n
geogrophicolly within Mesoomerico is colled the Limited
T e h u o n t e p e c  T h e o r y .  T h e r e  o r e  t w o  v o r i o f  i o n s  o f  t h i s

theory:  the Gri io lvo vor iont  ond the Usumocinfo vor ionf .

This book is o "fleshing ouf" of the Griiolvo vorionf. The

Limited Tehuontepec Theory proposes fhof the oreo of the

l s t h m u s  o f  T e h u o n t e p e c  i n  M e x i c o  i s  t h e  n o r r o w  n e c k

described by Mormon in ihe Book of Mormon. The word
"limifed" is used to indicote fhot the lond Noilhword ond
lond Soufhword were in fhe oreos odiocenf to the lsthmus,
fhus in o much smoller oreq thon previously believed by
some, i.e. North Americo os lond Northword ond South
Americq os lond Soufhword with Ponomo os the norrow

neck.

Umltrd Tohuontopec Throry: llm|ted lrl
CRIJATVAVATIANT USUIiAC

Grllolvo Vorlont
The Griiolvo voriont of the Limited Tehuqniepec Theory

simply meons thot the Griiolvo River hos been ideniif ied

os fhe river Sidon, ond thus Zorohemlo, city ond lond, ore
locoted in the Centrol Depression of Chiopos.

Urumoclnfo Vorlont
The opposing proposol for fhe river Sidon of the Book of

Mormon, but not discussed by Polmer, is the Usumocinto
voriont. As the nome suggests, the Usumocinto River is
believed to be the river Sidon. This river forms poil of the

boundory  be tween Guotemolo  ond Mex ico .  Both  the

G r i i o l v o  o n d  t h e  U s u m o c i n i o  f  l o w  f  r o m  t h e  h i g h l o n d s
( l o n d  o f  N e p h i )  f o  f h e  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  t h r o u g h  t h e

lowlonds (lond of Zorohemlo). In ihe Usumocinfo voriont,
Zqrohemlo, city ond lqnd, would be in fhe Moyo lowlonds

Coordlnole Shilr
As exploined by Dr. Polmer, those subscribing to fhe

G r i i o l v o  v o r i o n f  o f  t h e  L i m i t e d  T e h u o n t e p e c  T h e o r y
believe thot the Nephites upon orrivol in the New World
odopted on lsroelite trodition of determining direcfions:
direcfion coordinoles were reloled fo the seos ond nof to
the stors. Dr. Polmer quotes MocMillon Bible Atlos which
indicotes thot in the Hebrew Bible the word for forword
wos "eost", behind "wesf", right "south", ond left "north".

Thus he postulotes thof Lehi stood with his bock to the

oceon upon orrivol ond colled forword "eosl" which in

reolity wos north-north-eosl. He therefore proposes thot

o l l  d i r e c t i o n s  g i v e n  i n  f  h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  h o v e  b e e n
shifted occordingly to occommodote this bosic shifi in
direction. Thus Book of Mormon norlh would hove been
west-north-west in our coordinote system.

W i t h  t h i s  b o s i c  f r o m e w o r k  o u t l i n e d ,  t h e  c i t y  o f
Zorohemlo, which the Book of Mormon describes on fhe

wesl bonk of the river Sidon, could either be Sonto Cruz or

Sonto Roso occording to Polmer. He fovors Sonto Roso, the

lorgest site on the upper Griiolvo. These sites, however,

ore presently under woter due to fhe Angosturo Conyon
D o m  p r o i e c t .  T h e y  w e r e  i n v e s f  i g o t e d  b y  f  h e  M e x i c o n
government ond the New World Archoeologicol Foundo'
tion before flooding.

Other chopters in the book ore olso devoted fo locoting
t h e  o r e o s  o f  t h e  J o r e d i t e s  o n d  M u l e k i t e s  w i t h  t h i s

re-definit ion of direcfions.

prc Throry: llmhl'r Proporod Erpodltlon loutr
'ARIANT

It should be noted fhoi both voriotions of the Limited
Tehuontepec Theory locote the lond Norfhword in the
sqme generol oreo - qbove lhe lsihmus of Tehuontepec.
B e c o u s e  t h e  l o n d  N o r f h w o r d  w o s  t h e  o r e o  p r i m o r i l y

occupied by Joredites ond loter by Mormon's Nephifes,
those chopters deoling with those cultures hove fhe mosf
to offer people who prefer the Usumocinto vorionl.

P r o b o b l y  t h e  w e q k e s l  l r e o t m e n f  i n  t h e  g e o g r o p h i c
p r e s e n t o t i o n  i s  t h e  L i m h i  e x p e d i t i o n  r o u l e .  ( A  s e o r c h
p o r f y  f  r o m  l h e  N e p h i t e  c o l o n y  i n  t h e  l o n d  o f  N e p h i  i s

trying to find fhe route to Zorohemlo ond end up in the

l o n d  N o r t h w o r d  w h e r e  l h e y  f i n d  t h e  r e m o i n s  o f  t h e

Joredite notion ond the 2a gold plotes. They then refurn to

the lond of Nephi.) Knowing thol Zorohemlo wos locofed
on o moior river ond in the heorl of the lond mokes it o bii

IOOK IEVIEW<onllnurd on PoSo lt

1&:
Umlted hhuontoprc Throry:
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BOOK OF MORMON TOUR GUIDE

PATENOUEPART'

Flg. l-Mop of Moroomtrlco rhowlng locotlon ol Polonquo.

Locotlng ond Settlng
P o l e n q u e  i s  l o c o t e d  o b o u t  2 0 0  f  e e t  o b o v e  t h e  f  l o o d

ploin of the Usumocinto River ot ihe edge of the foothil ls

of  the western highlonds in the stote of  Chiopos (Fig.  l ) .

Polenque hqs been described os the most beoutiful of

New World orchoeologicol siles. The mqin pori of fhe site
( F i g .  2 )  i s  o n  o  n o t u r o l  p l o t f o r m  w i t h  l u x u r i o n t  t o l l

roinforesi providing o scenic bockdrop. Also contribufing

to the beouty of Polenque is the orrongement of buildings

i n  r e l o t i o n  t o  t h e  n o t u r o l  s e t t i n g .  l t  i s  e o s y  t o  g e t  t o

Polenque by poved rood, on eqsy two-hour drive from the

oil boom town of Vil lohermoso with its modern oirport.
Hisiory of the Archoeology

Modern doy interest in Polenque goes bock before 1800
but the eor l iesf  repor l  in Engl ish wos publ ished in Englond
i n  1 8 2 2 .

Siephens ond Cotherwood visited Polenque in 1840.
T h e i r  f  i n d i n g s  w e r e  p o r t  o f  S f e p h e n ' s  f o m o u s  b o o k ,
I n c i d e n t s  o l  T r o v e l  I n  C e n l r o l  A m e r l c o ,  C h l o p o r  o n d
Yuccton, publ ished in l84l  which olong wifh Incldentt  of
T r o v e l  I n  Y u c q t o n  ( 1 8 4 3 ) ,  d i d  m o r e  t o  i n f r o d u c e  t h e
w o n d e r s  o f  M e s o o m e r i c o  t o  t h e  w o r l d  t h o n  o n y  o t h e r
occomplishment. Both books were best sellers in their
d o y .  N o  d o u b t  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c o n t  t h o t  t h e s e  t w o  b o o k s

oppeored so close in time ofter the publicotion of the Book
of Mormon in 1830.

The Wolker-Coddy expedition olso orrived in Polenque
in 1840, obouf four months eor l ier  thon Stephens ond
Cqfherwood. Wolker, o polit icion from Belize (then Brit ish
H o n d u r o s ) ,  f o u n d  o u t  o b o u t  S l e p h e n s '  p l o n s  o n d
orgonized his expedition tg_te_of Stephens to Polenque.

Although more orchoeologicol excovotion hos been
done ot  Polenque thon ot  Yoxchi lon,  surpr is ingly,  the s i ie
hos hordly been touched. As ot Yoxchilon, most of the
excovotion hos been in the noture of restorofion. The
primory interest in Polenque ot fhe presenf t ime centers
oround the study of the hieroglyphs. There hos been more
work done on the glyphs from Polenque thon from ony
other s i te.  This is moinly due to on obundonce of  g lyphs.

Steloe ot Polenque ore rore, so mosi of rhe glyphs ore

Ftg. z-tnop or ror.nquc (oftcr Kclly 1982).

corved on ponels which hove more room for glyphs thon
steloe. The orchoeology of Polenque hos received speciol
oltention in o series of continuing conferences held in the
town of Polenque, five miles from the site. Five week-long
conferences hove been held s ince 1973, the losf  being in
June of  th is yeor.
Slte Descrlptlon

T h e  f  i r s t  m o i o r  s f  r u c t u r e  t h e  t o u r i s t  c o m e s  f o  u p o n
enter ing fhe s i te is the imposing Temple of  the lnscr ipt ions
(Fig.3).  The sfructure is so nomed becouse i t  hos three
stone ponels which hove o totol oI 620 glyphs corved on
them. Bosed on the glyphs, lhe pyromid is doted ol 692
A . D .  W e  n o w  k n o w  t h o t  f h e  t e m p l e  w o s  b u i l t  b y  P q c o l
(Shield),  who ruled Polenque 615-683 A.D.,  os o lomb for
himsel f  .

Western Court

Eastern Court

Temple  o f  the  L ion

Temple  o f  Inscr ip t ions

T e m p l e  X l l

Temple  o f  the  Sun

Temple  XIV

Temple  o f  the  Cross

1 1  Temple  o f  the  Fo l ia ted  Cross

12 Aqueduct

13  Oto lum Creek

14 Restaurant

15  Stone Br idge

1 6  M u s e u m

17 Ba l l  Cour t

18  Nor th  Group

19 Temple  o f  the  Count

20  Temple  X

Flg. 3-Tcmplo of the Inrcrlpllonr Andrewr lt75).



Poco l ' s  tomb wos d iscovered by  o  leod ing  Mex icon
orchoeologist, Alberto Ruz Lhuil l ier in | 952. He noticed o
sione slob in the floor of the femple with holes in if. He
removed the slob ond found the beginning of o stoirwoy
w h i c h  h o d  b e e n  f i l l e d  w i i h  r u b b l e .  l t  f o o k  f o u r  f i e l d
seqsons fo remove the rubble. The effort wos well wor?h
i f .  T h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  P o c o l ' s  t o m b  r o n k s  o s  o n e  o f  t h e
highlights of Mesoomericon orchoeology. lt wos Berlin,s
study of the glyphs on fhe sides of the sorcophogus thof
led to the discovery of Emblem Glyphs.

The floor of the temple is obouf 75 feet obove ground
level ond the fomb is obout f ive feet below ground level.
The tomb chomber is l3' x 30' x 23' high. The sfone slob on
top of the sorcophogus is l2t/z'xl 'x10" ond weighs obout
5 tons. Needless to soy, if wos quife o iob fo remove the
lid. Just climbing the femple ondl:then d-escending into fhe
tomb oreo is enough work for most tourists. The mony
iode ond other precious ortifocfs found in the tomb ore
now in the Notionol Museum of Anthropology in Mexico
C i t y  w h e r e  o n  e x o c f  r e p l i c o  o f  p o c o l ' s  f o m b  h o s  b e e n
reconstructed.

The next sfructure encounrered is colled The poroce
( F i g .  4 ) .  l t  i s  t h e  l o r g e s f  s t r u c t u r e  u n c o v e r e d  s o  f o r  o t
Polenque. l t  is  bui l t  on on ort i f ic io l  p lot form 300'x240,x30,
high. lt wos here fhot stephens ond cofherwood lived
d u r i n g  t h e i r  s f o y  o f  P o l e n q u e  o n  t h e  f  i r s f  o f  t h e i r  r w o
fomous frips.

Flg. 4-The Polocc (ofrcr Androwr t975).

The most dis i inguishing feoture of  The polqce is fhe
four-story tower (Fig. 5). The fower could hove been used
o s  o n  o b s e r v o f o r y ,  o  w o t c h  t o w e r  o n d  o s  o  m e o n s  o f
viewing the setting sun during winrer sotslice, December
2r .

After crossing o smoll creek we opprooch the Cross
group, including the Temple of the Cross (on the north),
the Temple of fhe Foliofed Cross (on the eost) ond the
Temple of the Sun (on the wesf) (Figs. 6-7). The Temple of
l h e  S u n  h o s  b e e n  c o l l e d  t h e  m o s t  p e r f  e c t  o f
Moyo buildings. Eoch of the three temples contoin similor
toblets giv ing informof ion obout pocol  qnd,his son snd
successor, Chon-Bohlum, who built fhe Cross group ond
who died in702 A.D. Eochof the fqblets were locoted in on
inner sonctuory e.g. (Fig. 8), consrructed os o minioture
femple.

T h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  e o c h  r e m p l e  w o s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e
o r e o s .  T h i s  m o y  b e  o  l o t e r  o d o p t o t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o n  f o r
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solomon's Temple which wos divided into three oreos -
outer ond Inner court ond Holy of Holies. Nephi brought
fhe ideo to Mesoomerico:

And l, Nephi, did build o temple; ond I did consrrucr it ofter the
monner of the temple of Solomon . . . 2 Nephi 1222
As beoufi ful os Polenque is, i t  must hove been even

more bequti ful during i ts occupotion when the f igures ond
buildings were pointed. Mosf of whof the tourist sees
todoy wos construcfed in the two-hundred-yeor period
from 600-800 A.D. Also, whof the tourist sees is only o
very smoll percenfoge of the totol sife. polenque covers
on estimofed l6 squore ki lometers (6.2 squore miles). l t
hos only been recently thot on odequote mop of porenque
hos  been  mode.  l t  i s  no t  known whe iher  th i s  mop hos
been published yet. 

(conrinued on poge rB)

f 89l (oficr Grtfftn t9T1).

Flg. 7-Rcrrororlon drowlngr of tho Trmplc of thc crolr, Trmpb of fhc
Folloted Cror ond Tcmple of thc Sun (oftor Andrcwr 1975).

Flg. 5-The Tower ol thc Poloce In

#$)tjgw.ffiiiti j*.T'ry?#!ryi.Yd;rJ3lr#:Uii*o.ri

ng.6-Templc of thc cror, Templc of thr Follorod cror ond Trmpn or
the Sun (oftcr Andrcwr 1975).
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Flg. t--trorr ncllon of lho Trmplo of rho Crcrt rhowlng thr Inlrrlor
dlvldod Inlo thrre orcot (oftrr Coe l9t0).

Culture Hlrtory
The eorliest occupofion known from Polenque dotes

bock to the Momom Phose which begins obouf 550 B.C.

The occupotion of the sife confinues unfil its obondonment
obout 830 A.D. There is o smoll reoccupotion ofter 830
A.D. (Ronds l97a). The ceromics following the Momom
Phose ore similor to those of the wide-spreod Chiconel
Phose of the lowlond Moyo oreo. There hos not been very

much pottery recovered from these two eorly phoses ot

Po lenque.  The nex t  phose,  co l led  f  he  P ico to  phose,  i s

beiter represented. Exocl dotes for ihe Picoto phose ore

not given but it begins obout 300 A.D. or eorlier.

Book of Mormon Correlotlon
I t  hos  been proposed tho t  Po lenque is  the  Book o f

Mormon city Bountiful on the bosis of glyph evidence qnd

geogrophic locotion (see glyph qrticle this issue). The

subiect of children is connected with fhe ploce nqme glyph

for Polenque. This moy be o reference io fhe outstonding

experience involving Jesus ond the children ot the iemple

in the lond (ond presumobly the city) Bountiful. A review

of the Book of Mormon requirements for the locotion of

the city Bountiful showed lhot Polenque could meef lhose

requirements.
The Book of Mormon hos four generol requirements for

the city Bountiful: t) neor o ploin, 2) neor the seo-shore,

3) in the north ports of the lond ond 4) fortif ied. Polenque

is neor o ploin. Polenque is 70'90 miles from the seo'shore

but most of this oreo is morshy ond is f looded during the

roiny seoson. The seo-shore 2000 yeors ogo could hove

been closer to Polenque. Polenque is in the north ports of
the lond ond occupies on excellenf defensive posifion. We

should remember thot, while no ditch fortif icotion hos

b e e n  r e p o r t e d  f o r  P o l e n q u e ,  i h e r e  i s  s t i l l  o  l o t  o f  d i r t

orchoeology remoining to be done. Only o smoll portion of

the  s i te  hos  been odequo le ly  inves t igo ted .  We look

forword to the coming foilh of odditionol informotion from

the beoutiful site of Polenque. O
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diff icult to believe fhey would find themselves on rhe Gulf
seoshore ond then proceed northword. At ihis point they
should hove reiroced fheir sfeps bockword knowing they

hod missed the heort  of  the country.  l t  is  even more
difficult fo believe they would hove crossed over onother
moior river (Griiolvo) ond nol followed it bock up into the
heort of the lond. This proposed route is contrived ond rhe
weokest port of ihe enfire proposed geogrophy.
Locotlng Cumoroh

As olluded to eorlier, both voriotions of the Limited
Tehuontepec Theory ogree upon the generol oreo of the
lond Northword. Proponents of both theories ogree thot
the hill Cumorqh must be obove lhe nqrrow neck of lond
ond toword the Gulf side of Mexico. Polmer hos chosen o
hil l colled Cerro Vigio in Verocruz, Mexico. His reosons for
choosing this porticulor hil l  ore bosed on the following
criterio:

l. Neor eostern seocoost
2. Neor norrow neck of lond
3. On q cooslol ploin, possibly neor ofher mountoins ond

volleys
4. One doy's iourney south (eosl-soufh-eost) of o lorge

body of woter
5. In on oreo of mony rivers ond woters
6. Presence of founfoins
7 .  A b u n d o n c e  o f  w o t e r  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  m i l i t o r y

odvontoge
8.
9 .

t 0 .
l l .

An escope roufe to the lond southword
H i l l  m u s i  b e  l o r g e  e n o u g h  t o  p r o v i d e  o  v i e w  o f
hundreds of fhousonds of bodies
Hill must be o significont londmork
H i l l  s h o u l d  b e  f r e e  s t o n d i n g  s o  p e o p l e  c o n  c o m p
oround it

12. Temperote climote wifh no cold or snow
13. In o volconic zone susceptible to eorlhquokes
He then stotes thot ony hill suggested must meet the tesf
for the some criterio. While most of his criferio ore Book of
Mormon bosed (he  shou ld  hove g iven more  Book o f
Mormon re f  e rences)  some po in ts  qbove ore  h is
interpretot ion:  numbers 7,  8,  l l ,  ond 13.

I n  o d d i t i o n  t o  P o l m e r ' s  c r i t e r i o ,  o  m o i o r  r e o s o n  f o r
choosing q hil l  for o finol boftle would olso hove to be
bosed on its strotegic aeogrophic locotion (Mormon 3:5).
In other words, the successful defense of the ploce chosen
by Mormon would hove prevented the Lomonites from
overrunning the heort of the lond Northword.

Of oll the criterio l isfed by Polmer, o free-stonding hil l  is
the weokest. Polmer interprets "round obout" to meon o
free-stonding hil l .

And i t  come fo  poss  tho t  we  d id  mqrch  fo r th  to  the  lond  o f
Cumoroh  ond  we  d id  p i t ch  ou r  ten ts  round  obou i  the  h i l l
C u m o r o h . . . M o r m o n  3 : 5

This does not seem strotigicolly sound from o militory
poinf of view. "Round obout" could iusf os well meon in o
semi-circle or "neorby".

Polmer believes the finol boil le occurred on rhe hil l
i fself. "lt is quite cleor ihof fhe bottle took ploce on thot
hi l l  ond the ploin leoding up fo i l ,  for  fhe fo l lowing doy
Mormon wos oble to survey the entire scene of cornoge
from the top of the hil l ." However, Mormon 3:3 stqtes:

And l, Mormon, wrole on episfle unto fhe king of the Lomonites,
(Conllnued on Pogc 24)



ond desired of him thot he would gronf unio us fhot we might
gother ?ogefher our people unto fhe lond of Cumoroh, by o hil l
which wos colled Cumoroh, ond there we would give them boille.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d o y  o f t e r  l h e  b o t t l e ,  t h e  f w e n f y - f o u r
surviving Nephites surveyed the cornoge from the top of
the  h i l l :

And we hoving survived the deod of our people, did behold on ?he
morrow, when ?he Lomoniles hod returned unfo lheir comps, from
the fop of the hill Cumoroh, the len fhousond of my people who
were hewn down, being led in fhe fronf of m€; . . . Mormon 3:14

It seems entirely plousible ond more l ikely from o milifory
p o i n t  o f  v i e w  f h o l  f h e  f i n o l  b o f t l e  w o s  n o t  o n  o
free-stonding hil l  but in front of o hil l  which wos of leost
o n  o u t c r o p p i n g  o f  o  r o n g e  o n d  t h u s  m o r e  d e f e n s i b l e .
Mormon ond survivors simply climbed fhe hil l  fo survey
the scene the following doy.

As orchoeologisi Gorth Normon hos pointed out (Soci-
e t y  f o r  E o r l y  H i s t o r i c  A r c h o e o l o g y  n e w s l e l t e r ,  J u n e ,
t 982), while the fheme of the locotion of the hil l  Cumoroh
is interesting, if is not crit icol to the over-oll reconstruction
of Book of Mormon geogrophy ond orchoeology within
Mesoomerico.

Perhops whol Polmer hos occomplished, hopefully for
oll f ime, is fo extinguish the losf f lomes of the New York
H i l l  C u m o r o h  t h e m e .  F r o m  t h i s  p o i n f  o n ,  w e  c o n  r e f e r
people who cling to thot notion to fhis book. His treotment
o f  w h y  N e w  Y o r k  i s  n o t  l h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  l o s t  b o f  t l e  i s
excel lent  ond should be conclusive.  Our moior concern
now is where in Mesoomerico ore the specific londs ond
ci t ies.
Grilolvo Vorionf Critlque

The Griiolvo voriont of the Limited Tehuontepec Theory
rests upon the coordinote shiff in directions. This wos firsf
proposed by Dr. John Sorenson, heod of Brighom Young
University Archoeology Deportment. There ore severol
problems with this fheory os we see them.

After reviewing fhe references to the words "norfh"

ond "northword" in o Book of Mormon concordonce, o
c o n s i s t e n t  p o t t e r n  b e c o m e s  o p p o r e n t .  I  )  T h e  t e r m s
" n o r t h "  o n d  " s o u t h "  w e r e  u s e d  f o  d e s c r i b e  t h e
relotionship belween the lond of Nephi ond the lond of
Zorohemlo: fhe lond of Zorohemlo wos north of the lond
of Nephi ond the lond of Nephi wos routh of the lond of
Zorohemlo. The consisfency of the terms gives o strong
s e n s e  o f  f r u e  n o r i h  o n d  t r u e  s o u l h .  2 )  T h e  w o r d
"norfhword" either meonf the specific oreo obove the
norrow neck colled the lond Northword or it is used to
m e o n  o  n o r f h e r l y  d i r e c f i o n  s u c h  o s  n o r t h  o n d  w e s f .
V e r n e i l  S i m m o n s  s f o f e s  i n  P e o p l e r ,  P l o c e r  o n d
Prophecles: "Neither Egyption nor Hebrew hod o word for
such o direction (northword). Perhops the Nephites hod
c o i n e d  o  t e r m  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  E n g l i s h  o s
'northword' or 'southword."'As she olso points out, the
term does nof oppeor in the Book of Mormon until the
b o n e s  o f  t h e  J o r e d i f e s  o r e  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  l o n d
Norfhword. During the first 400 yeors fhe Nephites were
only knowledgeoble obout the oreo directly north ond
soulh (below the norrow neck) ond hence hod no need for
such o word os "northword."

John A. Tvedtnes, o Hebrew scholor, reviewed Polmer's

b o o k  o l s o  i n  t h e  J u n e ,  1 9 8 2  S . E . H . A .  n e w s l e t f  e r .  H e
pointed out thot the Hebrew coordinofe system referred
t o  i n  t h e  M o c M i l l o n  B i b l e  A t l o s  w o s  o n l y  o n e  o f  l w o
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direcfionol sysfems used in oncienl lsroel. "The olher, of
much more common uscge, termed the four direcfions os
f o l l o w s :  e o s t  -  m i z r o h  ( d o w n ) ,  s o u i h  -  d e r o m ,  n o r t h  -
sophon, ond west -  mocorob (enter ing,  sef t ing).  Buf bolh
syslems were oriented toword the rising sun. Hod the
lsroelite orienfolion been bosed on the seo rother lhon on
the sun, they probobly would hove foced west ond colled it
qedem (front, forword) !" He olso pointed out thqt fhe
Nephiies l iving inlond would most l ikely hove oriented
their directions occording fo fhe rising sun. "From inlond,
t h e  m o i o r  p h e n o m e n o n  o n  w h i c h  d i r e c t i o n s  c o u l d  b e ,
bosed wos the doily sunrise. Polmer's orgument for this
reorientotion is fherefore nol convincing." (See olso fhe
odicle by Rolph Lesh in fhis issue for more discussion of
direcfions.)

Dr. Sorenson's An Anclenl Amerlcon Settlng for the
Book of Mormon, o moior work in monuscripl form which
P o l m e r  u s e d  f o r  l h e  b o s i s  o f  h i s  g e o g r o p h y ,  s t o t e s  i n
Chopter I ,  " ln focl ,  we don' t  know whot Lomon, lemuel,
Som ond Nephi dld col l  their  d i rect ions,  s ince the f i rs l
lerms referring concretely to directions oppeor in the
Book of Mormon only hundreds of yeors ofier the first
fonding (Mosioh 5:6,  6:17)."  Whi le i t  is  t rue thof fhe f i rst
mention of directions in the New World comes in the Book
o f  M o s i o h ,  t h e r e  i s  o n  i m p o r t o n t  c l u e  t o  N e p h i ' s
knowledge of  d i recf ions in I  Nephi  5 whi le fhey ore st i l l  in
the Old World.

After Lehi hod obtoined the Bross Plofes ond the fomily
o f  l s h m o e l  h o d  l o i n e d  f h e m ,  t h e  L o r d  g o v e  L e h i  o n
imporfont tool for their iourney - fhe Liohono.

And within the boll were two spindles; ond the one pointed the
woy whi ther we should go in the wi lderness.  lNephi  5:12

The composs os we know it hod not been invented yet but
the Lord hod prepored this unique instrument for fhem.
We know thof the instrument only poinfed the woy fhey
s h o u l d  g o  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f o i r h f u l  ( A l m o  1 7 : 1 3 ) .
Directions were olso given in writ ing on fhe boll ( l Nephi
5 :32-35) .

Nephi in verse l2 obove specif icolly indicotes thot one
spindle poinfed the direction fhey should go. Whot wos
t h e  f u n c l i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s p i n d l e ?  W e  o r e  g i v e n  o n
importont c lue in fhe fo l lowing verse:

And it come lo poss fhof we lroveled for the spoce of four doys,
neor l y  o  sou th ,  sou th -eos t  d i rec l i on , . . .  I  Neph i  5 :16

The words "south, south-eost" ore the only reference in
fhe Book of Mormon io words explicif ly describing one of
the sixfeen cordinol points on o composs other fhon nodh,
s o u t h ,  e o s t  o r  w e s t .  I n t e r e s f i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  i i  c o m e s
immediofely following ihe verses where Lehi discovers
lhe Liohono oufside his tent door ond Nephi describes the
working of  the one spindle.  This is o t ru ly s igni f iconf c lue
thot Nephi hod occess to frue directions: the other spindle
wos o composs.

The Liohono wos used to guide fhem ocross the oceon.
Nephi mentions fhey hod it when fhey seporoted from rhe
Lomonites ( l l  Nephi  4:17). l t  is  only logicol  fo ossume fhoi
i f  r h e  L i o h o n o  w o s  c o p o b l e  o f  t e l l i n g  t h e m  c o r d i n q l
directions in the Old World, it would olso do so in the New
World.

Thus we bel ieve
becouse ii is bosed
know true norlh.

fhe Griiolvo voriont to be incorrecl
on the belief thot fhe Nephites did not

BOOK REVIEW<ontlnuod on Pogc 20
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Flg. l3-llnlel 8, Yoxchllon (ofier Coc l9t0).

Flg. l l-Sfructurc l? Yoxchllon. Bclorc rorlorollon (oltor Molrr
l90l-1903) ond oftor rerlorollon

the Lobyrinfh (Fig. I4). This is o two-story structure with

the lower port of its roof comb still intocf. The lower level
hos  s ix  doorwoys  ond the ' rooms on bo ih  leve ls  o re
interconnecfed.

Culture Hlrtory
The obsence o f  mo ior  excovof ions  prec ludes  the

presentotion of o represenfotive culture history. The glyph
history covers o period of ot leost 454-810 A.D. This, of
course, is only o port of the culture history. lt is more thon
likely thot Yoxchilqn begins, os do most molor sites in the
soufhern Moyo lowlonds, ot leost os eorly os lhe Momom
Phose, which begins obout 550 B.C.

SUl,il,lER |983

Book of Mormon Correlotlon
The Momom Phose, which represenls the oppeoronce

o f  o  n e w  o n d  l o r g e r  p o p u l o l i o n ,  i s  o n  e x c e l l e n t
qrchoeologicol correlolion of the orrivol of the Mulekites
into the southern Moyo lowlonds. We ore told by Adoms
thot:

The  popu lo t i on  exp los ion ,  the  oppeoronc€  o f  ce remon io l

buildings, however simple, ond the uniformity of for-flung Momom

culfure ot this time oll demond on explonotion beyond o simple

slo lemenf of  their  exis lence (1977: l  l8) .

In the orticle on the Mcyo glyphs (this issue), evidence
i s  p r e s e n t e d  p o i n f i n g  l o  Y o x c h i l o n  o s  t h e  c i t y  o f
Z o r o h e m l o  o n d  t o  t h e  f q c t  t h o t  f h e  o r i g i n o l  n o m e  o f
Yoxchi lon wos Mulek,  which suggests fhot  Yoxchi lon wos
o r i g i n o l l y  f o u n d e d  b y  t h e  M u l e k i t e s .  A s  o l r e o d y
mentioned, the post-Nephite (ofter 400 A.D.) militoristic
n o t u r e  o f  Y o x c h i l o n  h i s t o r y  f  i t s  f  h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n
description of this period.

We con look forword to more informotion coming forth
obout Yoxchilon os work progresses on fhe glyphs ond on
lhe exc<rvofion of this regionol copitol.O
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Conclusion
Polmer's book is o useful tool for onolyzing Book of

Mormon geogrophy. While much of i i  rests upon the shift
i n  c o o r d i n o t e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  m u c h  o f  i t  i s  u s e f  u l .  l t  i s
refreshing thot we ore finolly discussing yoriotlon3 of
B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  g e o g r o p h y  w i t h i n  M e s o o m e r i c o .  W e
hove f inolly progressed to the stoge where we con ogree:
Mesoomerico is the lond of the Book of Mormon!f
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IS NORTH,
NORTH?
by Rolph F. lerh

I n  1 9 8 0 ,  m y  m o p  A n c l e n t  M c r o o m c r l c o ,  w o s  f  i r s l
published.l lt ottempted to depict the infernol geogrophi-
col relotionships of the Book of Mormon wilhin the setting
of Mesoomerico (Mexico, Guotemolo, Belize, Honduros
o n d  E l  S o l v o d o r ) .  T h e  l s t h m u s  o f  T e h u o n f e p e c  w o s
identif ied os fhe Norrow Neck of Lond which divided the
Lond Northword from the lond Soufhword. A double north
o r r o w . w o s  d r o w n  i n  t h e  l e g e n d .  O n e  p r o n g  p o i n t e d
west-north-wesf ond wos lobeled "Northword." The other
prong wos lobeled "North" ond pointed fo our modern
g e o g r o p h i c o l  n o r t h .  T h i s  r e f  l e c t e d  m y  b e l i e f  t h o l  i h e
" n o r f h "  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  w o s  t h e  s o m e  o s  o u r
modern north, while "northword" in the Book of Mormon
wos o less precise term which referred to lhe opproximote
direction of the Lond Northword from fhe Lond Southword.

S i n c e  t h o t  i i m e ,  s e v e r o l  o u t h o r s  h o v e  o f  t e m p t e d  f  o
exploin the lsfhmus of Tehuontepec's eost-west oriento-
tion, by suggesting thot "north" to the Nephites wos reolly
west-norfh-westl However, ofler coreful ond fhoughtful
considerotion of this theory, I hove concluded thot my
originol ossumpfion wos correct ond the Nephites' "north"

wos indeed north. This belief is bosed on reosoning which
I wi l l  out l ine here.

Mopmokers l iving before the time of Christ would nof
hove hod mognetic composses, lelescopes, chronomelers
or sotell i le photogrophs ovoilobte to theml The Liohono
b o l l  w o s  c o l l e d  o  " c o m p o s s " ,  b u t  i t  w o s  p r i m o r i l y
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  f o i t h  r o t h e r  l h o n  m o g n e t i s m  ( A l m o
1 7 : 7 3 - 7 6 ;  I  N e p h i  5 : 3 4 - 3 5 ) .  E v e n  i f  t h e  I i o h o n o  h o d
sometimes functioned os o mognetic composs, it wos o
u n i q u e  i n s t r u m e n l  o n d  w o s  n o t  r e p r o d u c e d  ( A l m o
17:71-72). The Nephites (oncienf Hebrews who becqme
p o r t  o f  t h e  M o y o ) ,  c o u l d  h o v e  d e t e r m i n e d  p r e c i s e
directions ond lotitude by studying the movements of the
sfors ond the sun.

T h e  o n c i e n t  H e b r e w s  h o d  o  b o s i c  k n o w l e d g e  o f
oslronomy. Moses wos educoted in the Phorooh's court
(Acrs 7222\ ond lofer received o vision in which he wos
told there were other plonets (Docfrine ond Covenonts
22-21). The prophets Job ond A.mos spoke of "Arcfurus,

Orion ond Pleiodes."  (Job 9:9 ond 38:31'32. Also,  Amos
5:8.)  Nephi  wos " tought somewhot in ol l  the leorning of
(his) foth€lr, . . . which consists of the leorning of the Jews
ond the longuoge of  the Egypf ions,"  ( l  Nephi  l : l ) .  The

Nephites brought iheir oslronomicol knowledge with
t h e m  l o  M e s o o m e r i c o .  W h e n  t h e  S t o r  o f  t h e  N o t i v i l y
begon fo shine, the Nephites dutifully recorded thot "o
new sfor did oppeor" ( l l l  Nephi  lz24). In Helomon 4:62 we
ore told "it is the eorth thof moveth, ond not the sun." This
w o s  n o f  b e l i e v e d  b y  t h e  N e p h i t e s '  M e d i f e r r o n e o n
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confemporories, who fovored the views of Ptolemy over
the eorlier ond more qccurofe views of Aristorchusl

According to orchoeologist Michoel D. Coe, omong the
Moyo "or i thmet ic  ond os t ronomy hod reoched o  leve l
comporoble to thot ochieved by the oncient Bobylonions
ond surpossing in some respecfs thot of the Egypfions; but
one should nol exoggerole."s Orion ond the Pleiodes,
m e n t i o n e d  b y  J o b  o n d  A m o s ,  w e r e  o l s o  i d e n f  i f  i e d  o s
consfellofions in oncient Mesoomerico. The Moyo colled
the Pleiodes "Tzob" (the Rottlesnoke's Toil) ond fhe Aztecs
referred to Orion os "Momolhuoztl i" (the Fire Sticks).
M o n y  o t h e r  M e s o o m e r i c o n  c o n s i e l l o t i o n s  b e o r  n o
resemblonce lo Mediterroneon constellotions; bul thot is
t o  b e  e x p e c l e d  s i n c e  t h e  N e p h i t e  c u l l u r e ,  o n c e
estoblished, woutd hove evolved olong seporote l ines.6

Asl ronomico l  observo lor ies  dot ing to  the Book o f
Mormon period hove been uncovered in Mesoomerico.
Observotions were mode by sighting wirh fhe noked eye
t h r o u g h  s i m p l e  i n s f r u m e n t s  o n d  o p e n i n g s  i n  t h e
o b s e r v o t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  i l s e l f  .  I  s o w  o n e  o f  t h e s e
observofories when I visited Monte Albon, neor Ooxoco,

lo Sun on Zenllh Porrogr
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Mexico in 1979. lt is colled "Structure J" (Fig. l). Loter, t
leorned there wos onother observolory in the some oreo,
ot Coboll ito Blonco. Both of these observotories were built
during the "Monte Albon ll Phose," which doted from 200
B.C.  to  200 A.DI  l t  i s  poss ib le  lhot  f  hey were bu i l f  by
Mulekites who left Zorohemlo when fhe Nephites seftled
t h e r e  ( O m n i  I  :  l 9 - 3 4 ) .  P e r h o p s  o  f  e w  M u l e k i t e s  w e r e
unwill ing to occept Mosioh os king ond migroled to the
Lond Northword to estoblish o seporote kingdom. Pottery
correlotions seem lo suppod thisf

T h e  i n s t r u m e n f s  u s e d  i n  m o k i n g  o b s e r v o t i o n s  f  r o m
femple-observotories hove been pictured in codices ond
corvings. The most common wos o poir of crossed-sticks in
lhe form of on "X" or "V" ond mounled in position. Two of
these instruments would hove ollowed occurote sightings
of the horizon, one octing os o foresight ond the other os o
bocksightl On other occosions o lhree-pronged scepter
wqs used to observe the stors. lt wos held so thot stors
were positioned on the tips of the prongs or in-betweent.o

Todoy, fhe North Stor, Poloris, is olmost directly north
ond only I degree from the center of the sfors' nightly
r o t o t i o n l l  l A c i u o l l y ,  o s  H e l o m o  n  4 : 6 2  s o y s ,  t h e  e o r t h
rototes ond the stors only oppeor to spin.) Becouse of this,
Polor is works wel l  for  f inding north.  In oncient t imes,
however, Poloris wos not neor ihe pole, due to the slow
gyroscopic precession of the eorth's oxis of rototion. In the
t ime of  Homer (800 B.C.) ,  Polor is wos l2 degrees from the
pole.  This mode i t  unsui toble for  novigot ion.  So the stor
Kochob (olso in Urso Minor) wos used to find fhe North
Pole. Kochob wos only 7 degrees from the center of stellor
rotot ion.  This is c lose enough to oppeor mot ionless,  unless
i n s t r u m e n t s  o r e  u s e d  t o  m o k e  m e o s u r e m e n f s .  T h e
founder of Greek ostronomy, Eudoxus, spoke of Kochob
os being olwoys moiionless ond fixed ot the pole of the
universe. Two centuries loter, Hipporchus discovered the
error in fhis ond corrected it]2

T h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o n d  o b s e r v o t o r i e s  o f  t h e  o n c i e n t
M e s o o m e r i c o n s  w o u l d  h o v e  o l l o w e d  t h e  N e p h i t e s  f o
moke the some kind of  meosurements thot  Greeks, such
os Hipporchus, were moking in the Mediterroneon region.
N o r t h  w o u l d  h o v e  b e e n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s m o l l  c i r c l e
troced by Kochob nightly. The three-pronged instrument
m i g h t  h o v e  b e e n  h e l p f  u l  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  i f  s  c e n t e r .  B y
d r o w i n g  o  l i n e  o n  f h e  g r o u n d  f r o m  t h e  b o s e  o f  t h e
i n s t r u m e n f  t o w o r d  t h e  p o i n f  o n  f h e  h o r i z o n  d i r e c t l y
beneoth the pole, o north-soufh bose line of exceeding
occurocy could hove been estoblished. Then, by proiecting
l i n e s  o t  r i g h t  o n g l e s  t o  f h e  b o s e  l i n e ,  o n  o c c u r o t e
eqst-west l ine could hove been estoblished. The Moyo did
employ this principle, occording to this quote from Moyo
C i t i e s :  P l o c e m o k i n g  o n d  U r b o n i z o l l o n ,  b y  G e o r g e  F .
Andrews: "An exominotion of o lorge number of mops
o n d  s i t e  p l o n s  o f  M o y o  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e
i l l u s t r o t e d  i n  f h i s  s t u d y ,  i n d i c o t e s  t h o t  t h e  M o y o s
consistently orienied moior slrucfures with regord fo the
cordinol  poinfs of  the composs. .  .  .  Since i t  is  unl ikely thof
the Moyos hod even o crude form of mognefic composs, it
is  possible thot  or ientot ions were estobl ished by toking
sight ings on the North Stor.  l t  is  o fo i r ly  s imple motfer fo
loy out north-south l ines using direcf  l ine-of-s ight  methods
once the importonce of the North Sfor is understood."l3

In the Preclossic Period, Kochob would hove been the
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North Slor; but by the Postclossic Period, Poloris would
hove moved info fhe North Sfor posil ion. According fo
oslronomer Anthony F. Aveni: "Poloris, colled Xomon Ek
by the Moyo, wos universolly used by trovelers to find

t h e i r  w o y .  M e r c h o n l s  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b u r n  c o p o l
incense to the Norfh Slor by o roodside oltor in order to be
p r o t e c t e . j . " t o T h o t  t h e  M o y o  u s e d  t h e  N o r t h  S t o r  f o r
novigotion, os well os surveying, is olso supported by Coe:
" .  .  .  o  s p e c i o l  g r o u p  o f  t r o d e r s  t r o v e l l e d  t h e  p e r i l o u s
overlond troils, guided by the North Stor. . . ." 15

"The elevotion of the pole of ony point of observofion is
equol to the lotitude of thot poinf, i.e., to its distonce from
the equotor."tu Mesoomerico spons f rom l3 degrees to 22
d e g r e e s  o f  l o t i t u d e ,  s o  f  h e  N o r t h  S t o r  i s  n o f  v e r y  h i g h
obove the horizon. However, if mounioins do not obstruct
t h e  v i e w ,  i t  i s  c l e o r l y  v i s i b l e .  l f  t h e  c e l e s t i o l  p o l e  i s  X
degrees obove the horizon, then o stor X degrees from the
pole wil l troce out o circle thot iust touches the horizon.
T h e  G r e e k s  d e t e r m i n e d  i f  p l o c e s  w e r e  o t  t h e  s o m e
lotifude by seeing whether the some sfors touched the
horizon ot eoch sitelT The Nephites could hove done this
even withoui fheir instrumenfs ond observotories. This
would hove provided their mopmokers with on occurote
woy to check north-south distonces.

B e s i d e s  u s i n g  t h e  s t o r s ,  t h e  o n c i e n t  p e o p l e s  o f
Mesoomerico olso used the sun to deiermine direcfions
ond tel l  f ime. The sun r ises ot  o s l ight ly di f ferent spot on
the horizon on eoch doy of the yeor, due fo fhe foct thot
the eorth's oxis of rototion is t i l ted relofive to ifs orbitol
plone. (Gyroscopic precession does not offecf degree of
t i l t ,  but  only the or ientot ion of  the f i l ted oxis relof ive to
the bockground stors. Therefore, oncient solor oriento-
t ions ore bosicol ly st i l l  vol id todoy.)18

Mony of the qncient cit ies of Mesoomerico were loid out
so thof streets or bui ld ings l ined up with fhe point  on fhe
horizon where the sun (or stors herolding the sun) rose on
on importont doy of the yeor. Quoting from Moyo Cltlec
o g o i n :  " A n o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  s e v e r o l
ossembloges of  bui ld ings in the Pefen oreo, where i t  is
c leor thot  monuments ond bui ld ings were so orronged
thof l ine-of-sight reodings could be used to determine the
equinoxes (21 Morch, 2l September) ond olso the winter
solst ice." t t  1Th. winfer sols l ice is December 21, ond fhe
summer solst ice is June 21. The solst ices determine the
beginnings of  winter ond summer,  whi le fhe equinoxes
determine the beginnings of  spr ing ond outumn.)

S o m e  s c h o l o r s  h o v e  p o i n f e d  o u t  t h q f  m o n y  M e s o -
omericon cit ies were orientofed olong o slightly offset
norfh-norih-eost l ine.2o This, they soy, proves thot fhe
Nephites considered west-north-west to be "north;" since
e o s i  w o s  m o r e  i m p o r t o n t  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  e o r l y
M e s o o m e r i c o n s  t h o n  n o r t h .  T h e y  r e o s o n  t h o t  l f
north-north-eost wos the Nephites' "eost," then wesf-
north-west would hove been "norlh."

Actuolly, if is more l ikely fhof these cit ies' structures
were oligned in such o woy fhof the sun ond stors could be
used to determine importonf doys in their colendor. The
moior directions were ollowed to be only opproximote, so
fhot the timekeeping funcfion could be occommodoted.

Teof ihuocon, which wos thr iv ing dur ing the Nephites '
G o l d e n  A g e  i s  o n  e x o m p l e  o f  h o w  i n g e n i o u s  t h e
Mesoomericons were ot  loying out their  c i f ies to fe l l  t ime.



The eosf-wesf bose line of the city wos defined by two
pecked-cross petroglyphs, three kilometers opori. By
using o plonelorium, it hos been possible to estoblish thot
bock when Teotihuocon wos buih, the Pleiodes sef within
I o of the eost-wesl bose line. This wos imporfonl for two
reosons: Firsf, the Pleiodes underwenf heliocol rising
(onnuol reoppeoronce of o stor in the predown sky iust
oheod of the sun) on lhe some doy os the first of the two
onnuol possoges of the sun ocross the zenith (overheod,
when no shodows were cost ol noon). Also, the Pleiodes
consfellofion possed close fo fhe zenifh of Teofihuocon,
two millenio ogo3r

Bui there is more to the sfory of Teofihuocon's plon: Al
Teo l ihuocon,  the  Avenue o f  the  Deod is  o r ien to ted  to
norfh-north-eosf which is port of the cily's norfh-soufh
bose line. The Pyromid of the Sun foces the ovenue, being
oligned with the cily's eost-wesf bose line (west-north-
west) ond the sunsef on August l3:2 August l3 wos qn
importont doy for the Moyo ond their socred colendor
begon on  August  l3 ,3 l14  B.C.23Th is  moy be  the  do te  o f
on eorly Biblicol event, since rhe Nephites, Mulekites ond
Joredites oll come from fhe Bible Londs. Since Teotihuocon
wos oligned with fhe August l3 luntel, its builders would
hove been meosuring wetl ond not north.

Af lzopo, onother site which reoched its peok ot fhe
time of ihe Nephiies, the sun oppeors to rise out of the
v o l c o n o  T o i u m u l c o  o n  t h e  s u m m e r  s o l s t i c e .  A l s o ,  o n
August l3 the sun posses ocross the zenith3o lt ir not l ikely
ihof fhe plocement of the site wos on occideni.

The Joredifes (Olmecs) olso seem fo hove used normol
directions defermined by fhe sun. At the Olmec site of Son
Lorenzo, the sun sets "into" Mounl Zempooltepec on the
evening of the winter solstice. And ot the Olmec sife of Lo
Vento, the sun sefs "into" the volcono Son Mortin on the
evening of the summer solsfice.2s

O n e  t h i n g  w h i c h  w o u l d  h o v e  b e e n  b e y o n d  t h e
technologicol copobil it ies of the Nephites, would hove
been to figure longifude (eost-wesi distonces) occurotely.
This is becouse longitude is f igured by comporing locol
time with the time ot o site (Greenwich, Englond) which is
def ined os zero longi tude. l t  is  s imi lor  in pr inciple to Time
Zones. For exomple, eight hours of t ime meons the eorth
hos rototed one-third of the woy oround. lf the locol i ime
ot city A is eight hours loter thon fhe locol t ime ot city B,
then there is o difference of 120 degrees of longiiude
between fhe two cif ies (3600 + 3 = l20o).

Peop le  unders tood whot  wos needed io  f igure
longitude for mony yeors before rhey hod the copobil ity to
octuolly do it. The problem wos nof solved unti l 1672,
when the French Royol Observotory wos built neor Poris.
T h e r e ,  J .  D .  C o s s i n i  d e v e l o p e d  t o b l e s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e
occulfotions of the moons of Jupiter. (Occultotions ore
when the moons possed behind Jupiter.) The orbits of
Jupiter's moons provided people wifh on obsolute time-
piece which could be used os o reference ond compored to
locol t ime. Bul to see the moons, o lorge oplicol telescope
with lenses or mirrors wos needed.26

An occurote clock is olso needed, lo meosure locol f ime
w i f h  p r e c i s i o n ,  f o r  c o m p o r i s o n  w i f h  t h e  t e l e s c o p e .
m e o s u r e d  J u p i t e r  f i m e .  T h e  q n c i e n t  M e s o o m e r i c o n s
probobly used sundiqls fo tell t ime during the doy. Whot
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moy be sundiols ore depicfed in yeor glyphs ot Xochicolco
o n d  T e o t e n o n g o i '  W h i l e  i t  i s  c o n c e i v o b l e  t h o t  o  l o r g e
sundiol could be mode very occurote, o sundiol would nof
work ot night, when Jupiter's moons become visible. Ai
nighf, priest-ostronomers wofched the rototion of the
sfors in order to know the hour. They would beot on drums
to signol when the divisions of the night hod possed.zt
These fimekeeping methods would hove been odequofe
f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  N e p h i f e s ,  b u t  l o c k  t h e  p r e c i s i o n
needed fo meosure longitude occurotely. Thot require-
menf wqsn't met for lqnd-bosed observotions unfi l 1657,
when Christion Huygens invenfed fhe pendulum clock.2e

Since rhe Nephifes did not hove felescopes or pendulum
c l o c k s ,  f h e y  w o u l d  h o v e  b e e n  u n o b l e  f o  m e o s u r e
longitude. This meons thof Nephite mopmokers would
hove hod diff iculty meosuring eost-west disfonces. "Doys'

i o u r n e y s "  o r e  n o t  v e r y  o c c u r o t e  u n l e s s  l h e y  c o n  b e
c h e c k e d  o g o i n s f  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ,  l i k e  l o n g i t u d e  o r
friongulotion. A possible consequence of this is fhot the
Nephites moy hove underesfimoted eost-west disfqnces. lf
so, they would hove been unowore of how for the lond
Northword ond Lqnd Souihword r..,ere offset from one
q n o t h e r  i n  f  h e  e q s l - w e s t  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e y  w o u l d  h o v e
thought of the Lond Northword ond the lond Southword os
being oligned more norlh-soufh thon they ocfuolly were.
This is the reoson for the second prong of the north orrow
lobeled "Northword," on my 1980 mop. lt should nof be
confused wifh fhe Nephites' "North," which wos o more
precise term not dependent on the relotionship of the
Lond Norfhword to the Lond Southword.

There is no longer ony doubt fhot Mesoomerico is the
geogroph ico l  se t t ing  o f  the  Book o f  Mormon.  We ore
beginning to move into o new ero, when specific siles wil l
b e g i n  t o  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  s u c h  m e o n s  o s  t h e
tronslofion of nome glyphs. The understonding thof north
is  "nor f  h "  i s  bos ic  toword  f  u r ther  p rogress  in  Book o f
Mormon geogrophy. Let us continue in foith thot God wil l
groduolly reveol the onswers to us.O
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