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"And he that will not harden his heart, to him is given the greater portion of the word ... " Alma 9: 18 

SACRED STONES 
by Sherrie D. Smith  

I t  was a Saturday morning, and I still was in bed when 
the telephone rang. Ray Treat, good friend and archae
ologist, invited us to be a part of a tour going to Mexico 
after Thanksgiving 1983. I immediately jumped at the 
chance. Not having the money didn't make any difference; 
I was going. Since beginning to work outside the home six 
months previously, I had been at a spiritual low. With that 
phone call came the desire to be a part of that group, and 
a feeling of rebirth ignited me. 

The group, around 40, met for three to four months 
every Sunday for classes in preparation for the trip. Many 
were going because Palenque, the great Mayan ruins, 
was to be included in the tour. Recent discoveries 
indicated that Palenque was the City Bountiful in the Land 
Bountiful, and the hope of walking where Jesus once did 
beckoned to many of the group. This wasn't that important 
to me. I was going because the words which kept 
repeating in my mind were, "I have to be a part of this." 

The trip was marvelous, and I enjoyed it all. Although 
hoping for some spiritual experience - something 

· outstanding - I recognized that God doesn't seem to
answer me in the ways I think He should. It wasn't until
the last half hour of the trip, on the return flight between
Dallas and Kansas City, while mulling over the happenings
of the trip, that all of a sudden the puzzle pieces fell into
place. The Lord had shown me the things I was looking
for-things I didn't even realize I was searching for until
that week.

Let me share the puzzle pieces with you and see if you
can fit them together. In order to do this more effectively
you will need to have read my previous article for the
Zarahemla Record, "Chinese Civilization and the Book of
Mormon " (reprinted in Recent Book of Mormon Develop
ments).

l) The first puzzle piece is the Quetzalcoatl temple from
the Jaredite period at Teotihuacan (fig. l). There are
three ma.in motifs on this ruin: the serpent heads
surrounded by feathers; stones in pairs that look like
doughnuts; and thirdly, the shells and conch shells. We
believe the feathered serpent heads represent Jesus
Christ. It has been suggested that the circles or doughnut
shopes could represent the Urim and Thummim, and the
shells may indicate that the people who built the pyramid

had knowledge of the sea or Gulf Coast, the ruin being 
inland. 

Although I agreed the doughnut shapes looked like, 
and suggested the Urim and Thummim, a doubt nagged 
my mind. The Brother of Jared sealed up the two stones 
given him by the Lord with the sealed portion. �t is not 
likely that the Jaredite people actually saw it, although 
the Brother of Jared could have told someone how they 
looked. 

And the lord said unto him, write these things and seal them up, 

and I will shew them in mine own due time unto the children of 

men. And it came to pass that the Lord commanded him that he 

should seal up the two stones which he had received, and shew 

them not, until the Lord should shew them unto the children of 
men... Ether l :92, 93 (emphasis added) 

I also felt that there must be some explanation for the 
shell symbols; that somehow the correct interpretation for 
this motif had not yet been found. 

2) The second puzzle piece. On this trip I brought
several books and notes, praying I would include those 
references which would be useful in enlarging my under
standing during the week. One of the books was Outlines 
of Chinese Symb ol ism and Art Mot ives by C. A. S. 
Williams. The explanation for conch shell included several 
different things, but more particularly, "It is one of the 
insignia of royalty, and the symbol of a prosperous 
voyage ... these shells through ages innumerable, and 
over many lands, were holy things because of the whorls 
moving from left to right, some mysterious sympathy with 
the Sun in his daily course through Heaven." 

: --=:?--::::::.:::::--:::; 

Fig. 1-Model of Temple of Quetzalcoatl. 
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3) Third piece. While doing research several years ago
on evidences that a group of the Jaredites remained in 
China to begin the Chinese civilization, I found that 
exploring one idea led to an intense desire to study on 
into another. When it become necessary to lay aside the 
research for awhile, there were two unexplored areas left 
hanging. One was jade; the other, the Chinese Pi 
(pronounced bee). I thought the Pi (fig. 2), like the 
doughnut shapes on the Quetzalcoatl temple, also might 
have reference to the Urim and Thummim. A Pi is a round 
disk with a hole in the center - a flat doughnut shape. For 
the Chinese it was a symbol of heaven and was believed 
to embody the light of the sun and provided a link with 

.. Fig. 2-A Chinese Pi disk. Fig. 3-Stone pillar. 

heaven through its magical qualities. The emperor - Son of 
Heaven - was able to consult with heaven through the 
medium of the disk.1 With those types of descriptions it is
easy to associate it with the Urim and Thummim. Again 
though, there was always something that just didn't seem 
to fit with this interpretation. 

On Sunday afternoon when we went to the Museum of 
Anthropology in Mexico City, I looked for this type of 
object. There were several in different sections, including 
many jade Pi's (which most Chinese Pi's ore mode of) from 
the Monte Alban tomb 7. 

4) Fourth puzzle piece. In the museum at Mexico City at
the Teotihuacan exhibit, there was a round stone pillar 
covered with the doughnut shapes, approximately 27 (fig. 
3). The label stated it was from the base of the pyramid of 
the Sun and is" . .. adorned with circles and chalcuihuites, 
which symbolizes water and jade." This was the first time I 
had seen jade referenced to, or associated with water. I 
returned again to my book of Chinese symbolism and 
found "a fancy name for water is 'essence of jade.' " 

5) The Olmec head in the museum had the same motif -
two doughnuts - on its helmet above its eyes. 

6) This puzzle piece is at Palenque. The glyphs at
Palenque have stumped archaeologists for years, and just 
recently they have discovered that the glyphs are 
historical in nature. So I intensely examined the glyphs 
trying to see if somehow the Spirit would enlighten my 
mind so I could understand what was being said. Nothing 
but frustration came to my mind by the end of the day. 
They all still looked like Greek to me! One glyph, 
however, repeatedly called to me. It looked like 
this OQ or turned upside down 9,.9, or

sideways O) . Again the Urim and Thummin was 
called to mind, which was reasonable since the Nephites 
had, saw and knew about it. 

7) While in Palenque we held a special service both
nights. The evening following the day spent at the ruins, I 
was feeling rather low because I didn't have insight into 
the ruins. In fact, at that point I wasn't sure what to really 
search for. In the service, Wayne Simmons bore his 
testimony concerning an experience he had while 
showing slides about the Book of Mormon to a group of 

· 

Saints after a church dinner. One slide was of the Hill 
Cumorah in Mexico. A gentleman in the group asked 
Wayne if he really believed that was the hill, and if he 
believed there were more records deposited there. 
Wayne answered yes. The man replied saying in a positive 
manner that there were many records - including records 
of Alma and others - and also sacred objects hidden in the 
hill. 

As the service progressed, I contemplated this 
testimony, zeroing in on "sacred objects." What hod 
become of the 16 small stones placed in the barges had 
remained a question in my mind for a long time. I 
wondered if they were among the sacred objects 
mentioned in Wayne's testimony. So I talked to Wayne 
following the service. 

"Did that man, whom you believed to be one of the 
three Nephites, say anything else?" I asked him. 

Wayne smiled at me and slowly replied, "Yes, he did. 
He listed the different records and sacred objects 
including the 16 stones from the Jaredites." 

What excitement filled my being! I beamed and said, "I 
knew they hod to be there!" This quickening and feeling 
that flooded my soul confirmed to me that my area of 
study and concern was the Jaredite period, their history, 
the Olmec and Chinese histories, culture and traditions. 

8) For this reason, puzzle piece eight, is that I felt the
next two days in Oaxaca would be very important to me 
for we would be seeing Jaredite ruins. Our first night in 
Oaxaca I became violently ill, and except for the goodness 
of God's spirit helping me through administration I would 
have missed those two days. Satan does try to destroy 
God's work and has tried to destroy me several times. 
Again, I knew or felt Satan was trying to prevent me from 
discovering something important. 

9) While in Oaxaca, I reread through my notes
compiled three years previously. One of the cards brought 
to my remembrance this fact: the Nephites knew the 
Jaredite story. Why would they not have depicted this 
story in their art forms and motifs just as we do the stories 
of Noah, Garden of Eden, David and Goliath and so forth? 

With further enlightenment from Wayne's testimony 
that the sixteen stones were included with the library of 
records, I knew that the Nephites also had knowledge of 
and had seen the stones. The stones would be important 
to them also as sacred objects. This explained a mystery 
to me - why the Mayans too thought jade was sacred. The 
Chinese, Olmec and Mayans are the only peoples who 
hold jade sacred. 

l 0) The Mitlo ruins hod definite similarities to Chinese
motifs. The scroll wing, key fret, stepped fret are terms 
used to describe that particular design which was used as 
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ornamentation. Also, Mitla sits North and South - as do 
Chinese structures. Although the Mitla ruins are from a 

later period than Jaredite, they could have been built by 
descendants of these people. 

11) At Monte Alban, my favorite place on the tour, I
walked all over looking for some great discovery of 
evidence of the Jaredites. I was interested now in finding 
the doughnut shape. Discovery of it on the sun dial 
seemed appropriate as the Chinese think of the Pi as the 
symbol of the sun. 

Again, however, disappointment reigned because more 
evidence of the Jaredite story didn't appear. I still wasn't 
aware of what I should be looking for in particular. 

12} Early the next morning a few of us went to see a
· 

different ruin, not far from the hotel. As we were combing 
the hills, I said jokingly to Ted Nelson who was also 
searching through the rubble, "What I want to find is a 
stone with a carving of 8 barges, 16 stones and an 
inscription that says, 'The Jaredites were here.' Something 
definite!" 

13) The last puzzle piece. At breakfast, after returning
from the si'te, I reviewed the week with Ray Treat and 
mentioned some of the things I have presented here so 
far. This discussion brought into focus two things: 
l) sacred stones; 2) Nephite knowledge of them.

These were my puzzle pieces as they occurred on the
trip. On the airplane the last thirty minutes before landing 
in Kansas City, while I was thinking over in my mind the 
whole week, all of a sudden the pieces fit together. The 
key piece was the thought "What if the Mayan 
glyph 9,9, represented the stones in the barges
instead of the Urim and Thummim?" This brought 
excitement and I pursued the idea. This symbol could 
stand for, or read as light, authority, power, or so on. 
Suppose the same idea, the circle with a hole in the 
center, what I call the doughtnut shape, represented the 
sacred stones? With this interpretation the Temple of 
Quetzalcoatl at Teotihuacan fits beautifully. The doughnut 
shapes represent the sacred stones; the shells their 
prosperous voyage through the sea, and the serpent 
heads - Jesus Christ, the Lord who led them and directed 
them and preserved them on the journey. 

Interestingly enough, the Chinese symbolism has the 
same three elements. The dragon is usually featured in 
combination with a round fiery object and either the 
waves or the clouds. 

Fig. 4-Chinese dragon. 

In the middle of the night after arriving home, with 
these things on my mind, I had a vision. I have never had 
one before. Something woke me, and I turned over and 
saw a bright circle of light with a dark center and a bright 
light in a line on either side of the circle. The lights were in 

a stone wall. As the vision receded, I went back to sleep 
believing the sacred stones must be shaped like 
doughnuts very similar to the Chinese Pi. I am surprised 
that the stones had holes in them. After my experience, 
however, coupled with the many examples in both China 
and Mesoamerica of round objects with center holes, I 
must conclude they are fashioned in that manner. Formed 
in this way, they would have been easier to attach at each 
end of the barges, remaining in one place as the barges 
rose and fell and were tossed in the waves and mountain 
seas. It would be difficult to fasten a round stone. 

To summarize. There is a strong evidence of the, 
Jaredite story in the ruins of Mesoamerica. The most 
important elements of the story are present. I have not yet 
found, however, a symbol for the barges in Chinese and 
Jaredite remains. The Maya {Nephite)2 symbol 9,2, 
could easily represent stones in the barges. For the 
Jaredites, though, the barges were not an outstanding 
feature of the saga. Remember it was the usual mode of 
travel. 

And it come to poss that the Lord commanded them that they 
should go forth into the wilderness .... And it come to pass that 
they did travel in the wilderness, and did build barges, in which 
they did cross �any waters .... Ether 1 :26-28 

And the Lord said, Go to work and build, after the manner of 
barges which ye have hitherto built. And it came to poss that the 
Brother of Jared did go to work, and also his brethren, and built 
barges ofter the manner which they hod built, according to the 
instructions of the Lord. Ether 1 :43, 44 (emphasis added) 

The miracle was in the Lord, the stones and in crossing the 
sea.e 

Footnotes: 
1. Michael Corter, Crafts of China (New York, Doubleday and Company, 

Inc., 1977) p. 20. 
2. The Maya are a combination of the Nephites, Lamanites and Mule

ki tes. The known Palenque glyphs were no doubt carved by the
Lamanites who could have continued some Nephite beliefs. 
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JADE 
STONES OF LIGHT 

by Sherrie D. Smith 
In the Zarahemla Record, #13, 14, (1981) in my article Is heat used in the process of mmmg jade? 

"Chinese Civilization and the Book of Mormon," I made Mr. Geoffrey Wills, in his book Jade of The East (1972), 
the following statements about the stones used for light in when discussing the history of jade, writes: 
the Jaredite barges. " ... we can only guess what type of ... of actual quarrying, little is recorded, but a mention is made 
substance was used for the stones. I would like to by Benedict Goes of the fact that fire played a part. In his own 
speculate that they were made of jade." Various reasons 
are then given as to why I feel that the stones were jade. 
Recent research has convinced me that I've only scratched 
the surface of this topic. 

Let's explore the possibility together by beginning with 
our source, the book of Ether in the Book of Mormon. 

And it came to pass that the Brother of Jared, (now the number of 
the vessels which had been prepared, was eight,) went forth unto 
the mount, which they called the mount Shelem, because of its 
exceeding height, and did moulten out of a rock sixteen small 
stones; And they were white and clear, even as transparent glass, 
and he did carry them in his hands upon the top of the mount .... 
Ether l :60, 61 

From this reading we can establish certain criteria for the 
substance used for the stones. 

l) Must be found in or near mountains
2) Must be able to be "moulten " out of a rock
3) Must be white
4) Must be clear, even as transparent glass
Jade, a term used loosely to describe two similar

minerals, jadeite and nephrite, fits the criteria listed 
above. 

l) "Jade occurs naturally in deposits on the ground and
in rivers. The former is found in large veins on the 
mountain slopes."1 First requirement met.

2) The word "moulten" has been one of the words
critized by opponents of the Book of Mormon. According 
to the Oxfor d E ng lish Dictionary (comprised of many 
volumes and first published in 1933 and reprinted in 
1961) the word "moulten" is an obsolete form of 
"molten." Seventy F. Edward Butterworth, who lived in 
Tahiti for some years and who has written several books 
on various topics, relates his experience: 

I had heard criticism of the use of the word 'moulten' in relation 
to the making of the stones, so I asked Mr. Stimson about it. Since 
he was a Webster editor, I felt that his word would be helpful. 

"It's the same as 'molt " or 'molten' which relates to the melting 
process. It's just an obsolete term." 

"Then it doesn't refer only to the shedding of hair or feathers," I 
asked. 

"Nonsense," he replied� 

The definition of molten is as follows. 
l) Liquified by heat; in a state of fusion. (Now said only

of metals or other bodies that require great heat to
melt them; not, e.g. of wax or ice.

2) a. of metal or other substance: that has been melted
(and again solidified). 

b. Of an image, etc.: made or pro•duced by melting
and running into a mould; = cast

3) Dissolved (in a liquid); also, loosely, reduced to a
partially liquid condition, e.g. by petrefaction.

words, fire was employed 'to soften the stone,' but this is most 
probably a misunderstanding on his part, or on someone else's, of 
its use for the purpose. His phrase implies that the jade was 
melted to free it from its surrounding of worthless stone and, 
presumably, it quickly reset to its normal hardness. In fact, heat 
was applied to split it away from its bed and to break it into 
masses of the size required. (p. 19) 

We also find in Michael Carter's book Crafts of C::hina 
(1977), the following: 

During the day, charcoal fires would be lit along the veins. At 
night the fires would be put out, and the cold night air would crack 
the hot jade. In the morning, workmen would drive large wooden 
wedges into the cracks and break off the stone. (p. 21) 

In light of the two foregoing quotes, heat or fire was 
used in the process of mining jade. To moulten out of a 
rock could mean simply that heat was applied to the rock, 
softening the jade from which the 16 small stones were 
then obtained. Technically, however, the definition says 
moulten is to liquify or mold. Can jade be melted? 

The appearance of nephrite may be altered by artificial means, 
such as burial over a long period of time, or by burning in a 
fire .... Nephrite, when subjected to high temperatures changes 
to an opaque substance resembling bone, without the shape of 
the object altering in any way .... Jadeite is not affected by heat 
until the temperature reaches l 025°C., when it liquefies to a 
colourless glass.3 

With these facts in mind, I see two alternatives. Either 
the Brother of Jared melted the jade to free it from the 
rock ( as mentioned in the first method) or he actually 
melted the one rock and poured the liquid jade into 
sixteen molds he had prepared. (If the stones-were 
shaped like a doughnut, as proposed in my article "Sacred 
Stones," then this is a very probable possibility, although 
not necessarily so. The shape could also be obtained by 
another method.4 

) 

I do not find the phrase "moulten out of a rock" a 
diffiq.1lty when referring to jade - although·most people do 
not think about melting in connection with stones. The 
more common knowledge is that of carving and cutting. 

3) The third criteria is that the stone must be white -
after the moulting process. "The colour of jade is caused 
by the presence of small quantities of various chemicals, 
mainly compounds of iron, manganese, and chromium. 
Pure jade is white ... " 5 "True jade is nephrite, which
varies from white through grays, to muted greens and 
may include yellow, black and red as well." 

6 
In an article

called "The Mystique of Jade " in the October 1978 issue of 
House Beautiful, the author, Elaine Louie, says, "The 
colors, as well as the shapes of jade, were myriad. These 
were obtensibly eight basic colors (of hundreds of shades) 
including white, which is the purest color." Emerald and 



. 
THE ZARAHEMLA RECORD Spring, Summer, Fall 1984 Page 5 

white are the most coveted colors of jade. 
Jade fits the color requirement.7

4) Can jade be transparent as glass? This was one of
the most exciting 'proofs' that came to me when I first 
began to consider that the stones were made of jade. I 
didn't have any trouble fitting jade with the first three 
criteria, but I didn't know if it could be transparent. While 
reading about the Olmecs in Mesoamerica I came across 
this: "Even after the Spanish conquest a certain jade 
figure of a bird serpent was so precious that, it is said, it 
looked like 'a transparent ... emerald ... which shone 
from its depths."

8 
How thrilling it was for me to find that it 

was possible to have transparent jade. I later found 
another reference. "The greatest Olmec pieces are ... 
blue-green in color and quite translucent, while a few are 
of the transparent, dark green 'jewel jade' so prized by 
the Chinese."

9 

While jade fills all of the criteria listed, there is one that 
has not been mentioned and is not presently substanti
ated. If the Jaredites came across Asia and set forth on 
the Pacific from the China coastline (which is the current 
accepted theory) then the Brother of Jared's mount 
Shelem must be in China. At this time, scholars say there 
is no apparent evidence that jade was ever found in 
China. It has all been imported from other areas of Asia, 
i.e. Turkestan and Burma.10 

This does not trouble me. Just because we have 
not yet found evidence of its presence in some of the 
mountains or rivers of China does not mean that it wasn't 
there at one time. 

Now, while all these facts support the thesis that jade 
could be the mineral used for the 16 small stones in the 
Jaredite barges, this wasn't what convinced me that jade 
was used. It was the intangible 'evidences' that sparked 
my interest and my curiosity and my belief. The facts just 
happily coincided. Here are some of my reasons for 
believing the Brother of Jared used jade. 

Jade is a sacred substance to both the Chinese and 
Mesoamericans. "To all Indians of Mesoamerica, jade was 
far and away the most precious substance known to 
them."

11 
"It was the most precious of all materials, 

superior to gold itself ... "
12 

Jade was sacred to the 
Chinese and used for religious purposes, usually 
employed to represent the symbols by which major deities 
were known.

13 
"In China jade has always been valued 

more highly than any other precious stone. Apart from its 
physical qualities ... it was endowed with a mystical 
religious significance that has no parallel among precious 
stones in the western world."

14 

The Chinese believe that jade possesses magical 
qualities and that the stone contains the vital energy of 
the Yang principle which could triumph over the Yin.15 

The Chinese call jade Yu - the stone of Heaven.
16 

"Once the Chinese believed that jade reflected light."
17 

(emphasis added) (How appropriate and thrilling to 
learn!) There is a legend that goes this way: "A Chinese 

writer of 1637, Tung Ying-hsing, stated that the jade 
searches were often active in the autumn, and chose 
moonlit nights for their task because the stone had the 
quality of reflecting such light."

18 
Also, Palmer in his 

introduction to his book Jade says, "But whereas the 

diamond flashes and sparkles in the light, a piece of jade, 
because of its translucence, catches the light and reflects 
it back with on even quality that might almost be said to 
be glowing." (emphasis added) 

"Knowing that the Lord operates according to low even 
in the performing of miracles, we may look for the kind of 
minerals that will form phosphors or glowing stones."

19 

Thus I believe that when the Lord touched the stones, his 
power intensified the properties already resident within 
the mineral - that of reflecting light. 

As I mentioned in the beginning, the surface hos just 
been scratched. But I am sure that continued research will 
only help to strengthen and support the idea that the 
stones of light were jade, the sacred mineral of Chino and 
Mesoamerica. 

NOTE: "A little knowledge is a dangerous thing " is a 
familiar saying, as is "Fools rush in where angels fear to 
tread." The exploration and study of the ideas I ha.ve 
presented here are at best my present feeling and 
knowledge about the subjects. Scholars hesitate to go 
beyond the restrictions of their accepted learning and the 
prevailing paradigm. Amateurs dare to propose theories 
others wouldn't even consider. They may be wrong - they 
may be right. What is important is that ideas are being 
formed and new ways of looking at things explored. 
Perhaps my ideas wi 11 motivate others to prayerfu I 
research and study to discover modifications (to those 
things I've presented) and/or to open up the field even 
further. 
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DISCOVERING GOD'S WILL IN MY LIFE 

by J. Robert Farley 

Self-portrait-Author 

I've had a great interest in art as long as I can 
remember. I believe it was inherited through my father's 
side of the family. My aunt, Bessie Williams, had an art 
studio in East Los Angeles. 

I also received a strong spiritual heritage in the church 
from my family. My grandfather, James A. Farley, came to 
America with his brother from Chester, England, in the 
late l 800's when he was ten years old. He later married 
my grandmother, Hannah Robinson, in Lucas, Iowa. She 
and her father, Elder James Robinson, converted him and 
his brother to the church. Granddad was later ordained to 
the office of priest. They loved the gospel and it was the 
center of conversation in their home. 

They left Iowa when the Phelps-Dodge Corporation 
transferred them to their gold and copper mines in Bisbee, 
Arizona. He worked for them until he was 39 years old 
when he developed heart trouble and was given a medical 
pension. They moved from Bisbee to California and 
eventually settled in the East Los Angeles area. The whole 
family were faithful members of the branch there. They 
were all very musical and made up most of the choir. In 
fact, it was nicknamed the Farley Choir. The family also 
started an orchestra in the branch. The missionaries who 
came to that area usually stayed in their home and would 
discuss the gospel into the wee hours. My dad often said 
he learned much of his understanding of the gospel from 
hearing those missionaries even though he would fall 
asleep. He believes he learned from hearing the gospel 
discussed even while he slept. 

For many years my grandmother taught an adult class. I 
loved to sit in her class when I was young and listen to her 
tell the gospel story. She firmly believed it and fully 
expected to be a part of Zion. She was a great influence 
on me and I believe I developed a strong faith in the 
gospel because of listening to her positive witness. 

My father and mother (an adult convert) were also very 
strongly influenced by grandmother and granddad. The 
gospel and the love of Zion was the central theme of our 
home from my earliest remembrance. We often talked of 

Fig. 1-Mormon reviews his record. 

gathering to Zion someday. So it was not unexpected 
when in 1944 Mom and Dad announced they were selling 
their business, a very popular ice cream and hamburger 
parlor, in order to gather to Zion. We considered it an 
honor to live in Independence, close to the congregation 
we attended, and to be able to mingle with church people 
on a daily basis. 

When I was in high school I decided to become a 
commercial artist. As I look back I realize I didn't ask God 
about this decision. After graduation from high school in 
1948 I enrolled in the Kansas City Art Institute. During this 
time I met Lawana Barger who was in nurses training at 
the Independence Sanitarium and Hospital. We were 
married in August, 1951 when I was drafted into the 
Marine Corps. 

While stationed in California, I met Sam Kemple who 
had recently graduated from Art Center School in Los 
Angeles. I was impressed with the work he had done 
there and the quality of the school. I decided that when I 
got out of the service I would complete my art training 
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Fig. 2-Moroni bids farewell to Cumorah. 

there. After a year at Graceland to complete my academic 
requirements I followed through with my plans to go to 
Art Center School, majoring in industrial design, and 
finished in 1958. It was during this time that I was 
ordained to the office of priest while attending the 
Anaheim congregation. 

After I finished Art Center School we returned to 
Independence to live because of our strong desire to live 
in the Center Place. In the years that followed I did 
freelance commercial art work from my own art studio. In 
the late 1960's I formed an advertising agency with 
another church member. In 197 4 we sold the agency and I 
set up another studio doing freelance commercial art 
work again. In 1971 I was ordained to the office of elder. 

In the meantime my Aunt Bessie had retired and moved 
to Independence. She often encouraged me to develop my 
oil painting skills. I wanted to do this and tried a couple of 
paintings on my own but since I had not learned how to 
use oils, I wasn't satisfied with the quality of my work and 
realized I needed training in order to master it. 

I was so busy with my commercial art work I didn't have 

time to take classes at that time but still the desire was 
there to develop this skill. From time to time I was 
prompted by the Spirit to develop this skill, but each time I 

would say to myself, "I'll do it later when I have the time." 

But the promptings from the Spirit to do this became 

stronger and more frequent. I had seen a portrait painting 
class advertised and the method of technique interested 

me. Even though I felt I still didn't have the time to take 
the class, I talked to the instructor and he told me what 

was required for the class. So I put it off once again. But 

still the Spirit kept prompting me. One day after being 
prompted in this way I told the Lord I didn't have the time 
but if I had the time I'd surely take the class. I thought that 
would put an end to it. A week or two later my work load 
dropped off unexpectedly, allowing me the time 
necessary to take the class. So what else could I do but 
enroll? It was just what I had been looking for and I was 
able to progress very rapidly. I thought perhaps the 
reason the Lord had been prompting me to do this was to 

move me out of the commercial art field, which I love but 
is very demanding, and move me into a new area of art 
which would provide me a living and also enable me to 

give ministry to others with it. 
I remember a comment made by Arthur Oakman in the 

endowment lectures: "Most young people survey all the 
gifts and talents God has given them and say to 
themselves, 'How can I develop these talents so they will 
benefit me the most, or make me the most money?'" He 

went on to comment that we should ask God how He 
wants us to develop the talents He has given us for the 

purpose of building the kingdom. Our talents are not ours, 

they are gifts from God. If we utilize them for the kingdom 
(continued on page 8) 
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He will provide for us as He hos promised. I wish I hod 
known and understood this principle when I was first 
working out my career plans. 

After I had finished my first ten weeks of classes, which 

were learning to draw and render the head in graphite, I 
was ready to start oil pointing. It was at this point Ray 
Treat approached me to illustrate and lay out on overview 
of the Book of Mormon. As we talked about what he 
wanted to accomplish with this booklet, I thought how 
great it would be to illustrate this in full color and include 
portraits of some Book of Mormon prophets. It was agreed 
and so I did a color layout of the booklet for fund-raising 
purposes. The Overview was to be ready for the World 
Conference of 1980, which meant I only hod about two 
months to hove everything camera-ready for the printer. 

I told my instructor about this project and asked if he 
would critique my work. He told me to work on the 
paintings in class instead of doing a portrait, which was 
the customary thing to do. Because the class only met one 
day a week for three hours, most of the work was done at 
home in my studio. Since these were my first oil paintings, 
many of the things I was painting I had never done before. 
Often I would get promptings from the Spirit to use a 
brighter color or to use a certain method to get an effect I 
needed. 

One of the paintings I did for the Overview was of 
Mormon sitting in the opening of his library in hill 
Cumorah (fig. l). In this painting he is reviewing his 
record abridged upon the metal plates for the last time. 
He then entrusted these records to his son, Moroni, to tell 
of the final destruction of the Nephite nation. 

The picture on the cover of the Overview shows Moroni 
saying farewell to Cumorah where all the records were 
hidden and where his people were destroyed. He hod the 
abridgement with him and probably took it to the hill in 
New York where it was found by Joseph Smith. The hill in 
this painting (fig. 2) was taken from a slide of the actual 
hill in Mexico which Verneil Simmons speaks of in her 
testimony (ZR#8). In the picture of the sacred library (fig. 
3) I was prompted to have a light as if from another room
shine on Moroni as he engraved on the plates. This light
source could have been one of the sixteen stones the
Jaredites used to light their ships. Without this kind of
help I would not have been able to complete all these
paintings in the time I had available.

I began to realize after this project that the Lord had a 
greater purpose in wanting me to develop this talent than 
I had first imagined. Although I have done several portrait 
commissions, I have had the strong feeling I should 
reserve this talent mostly for projects He wonts me to do. I 
believe the Lord is teaching me at this point to make more 
use of this gift for kingdom purposes as Brother Oakman 
said. 

THE PROPHETS 

After the completion of the Overview paintings, 
Zarahemla Research Foundation commissioned me to do a 
series of paintings of the prophets of the Book of Mormon. 
I was to depict each prophet in a setting of what I 
considered to be one of their most significant 

Fig. 4-Jacob declares the word. 

contributions. 
In the first painting I depicted Jacob preaching in the 

temple in the New World (fig. 4). He was a preacher of 
righteousness and longed to share the lofty insights he 
had received through the Spirit with the Nephite people. 
However, more often his lot was to chastize them for their 
sinfulness which caused him great sorrow (Jacob 2:2-11 ). 
He was a man of great spiritual power and could 
command the trees and waves of the seas and they would 
obey him. 

LEHI 

The second painting was of Lehi. In thinking of the 
composition for this painting I felt I should include Sariah 
because she was a great source of strength and support to 
Lehi as well as to the other members of her family. In 
order to get to know Lehi well enough to depict his 
contribution I decided to go through the Book of Mormon 
and transfer into a notebook all his words and anything 
else written about him. This gave me an understanding of 
him I had never had before. He was truly a great prophet. 
He had an experience much like Moses' burning bush 
experience and was shown all things. I came to the 
conclusion this was how he was able to take his family 
into uncharted wilderness and later across an unknown 
sea. He had seen his posterity grow into a great nation in 

. -
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Fig. 5-Lehi discovers the liahona. 

vision and he knew that whatever the Lord asked him to 
do He would provide a way for it to be accomplished. 

I decided I would depict Lehi as one with sufficient 
vision and faith to lead a remnant of the house of Israel to 
the land of promise. I reasoned that even though he had a 
great deal of experience in traveling through the desert 
this was a new experience for him, traveling through an 
uncharted wilderness with its many dangers. After the 
plates of brass had been secured and Ishmael's family had 
joined them Lehi must have petitioned the Lord to show 
him the way he should go. At this point the Lord provided 
him with the compass (liahona) to guide him. I wanted to 
show the wonderment on his face as he realized the Lord 
had provided him this means to accomplish his mission. I 
composed the painting to show Lehi outside his tent door 
holding the Liahona and Sariah rushing to see what had 
caused such great excitement from her husband (fig. 5). I 
wanted to depict these two figures as accurately as 
possible so I dressed models and posed them so I would 
have accurate references for both the figures and the 
costumes. 

THE LIAHONA 
At this point I had not given much consideration to the 

design of the liahona. It was described as a round ball in 
the Book of Mormon so I used a styrofoom boll of the size I 

judged it to be and figured I would worry about the details 
of it later. I pointed the two figures and then come the 
realization that I couldn't paint the liohona. There was just 
not enough detail in the Book of Mormon to know exactly 
what the liahona looked like. So I prayed and pondered 
about this for about a year. 

During this time I came to many conclusions about the 
liahona. It hod to be usable to Lehi while he traveled, 
probably on camel, for many days and nights. The Book of 
Mormon implied a hole in the top of it so the hands inside 
the ball could be seen. I reasoned that many of the sacred 
symbols used by the Nephites came from sacred objects 
such as the liahona, so I wanted to use some of these 
symbols as part of the design. However, even with these 
considerations I still did not have sufficient detail to point 
the liahona. So the painting sat unfinished. 

Then one day Ray Treat called and asked if I could have 
this painting finished for the dedication of the Foundation 
office which would be in four or five weeks. I agreed 
although I still didn't have sufficient inspiration to 
formulate any reasonable idea of what the liahona looked 
like. However, it soon came to the point where I had to 
design something in order to finish the painting on time. 

Fig. 6-The liahona made of fine brass and curious workmanship. 

About eleven o'clock one night after everything had 
quieted down I took my tracing pad and started my design 
process. Normally with a design problem such as this I 
make a rough design on tracing paper and perhaps come 
up with one or possibly two elements which are usable. 
Then I'll take the first sketch, place it under another piece 
of tracing paper, retrace the one or two elements which I 
like and proceed with the designing. Normally after 
fifteen or twenty tracings I'll end up with something I'm 
satisfied with. This night however as I started to design, 
thoughts and ideas seemed to flow through my mind and 
within an hour I had the design of the liahona completed 
and I was still on my first tracing. Insights were given to 
me such as the dial face being of cut stone, blue-green in 
color, marbled with a lighter shade of that color. A line 

(continued on page 24) 
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EXPERIMENT UPON MY WORDS 
by Raymond D. Zinser, Ph.D. 

(This article contains excerpts from a manuscript to be published in 
1985 by the writer entitled "Every Word Which Proceedeth Forth Out of 

the Mouth of God.") 

One of the most dramatic and meaningful spiritual 
experiences of my life was directly connected with the 
reading of the Book of Mormon. I had not read the Book of 
Mormon from cover to cover prior to entering the U.S. 
Navy when I was 19 years old. I had only read some of the 
chapters at random prior to this time. 

The risks and hazards in flight as a command pilot of a 

blimp in World War II gave me a strong incentive to turn to 
God for strength and survival. Jimmy Daugherty used to 

say that sometimes the hearse has to be backed up to a 
person to encourage a response to eternal values. 
Certainly the dangers of flight gave me more than enough 
incentive to turn to God and to the scriptures. 

I decided to spend all my extra time studying the Book 
of Mormon until I had read every word and underlined key 
scriptures. I was on a rotation of one day of flight, one day 
of duty and one day off in my squadron responsibilities. I 
could read all day on my day off and into the evening, and 

there were a few hours available when I was free from 
duties on my duty day which I could devote to reading. I 

had my own private room in the flyers' quarters so I could 
read without interruption during my time off. 

It took me exactly thirty days to complete the book 
which was the amount of time I had in an outlying base. 
Beginning with the first day through the last day of 
reading the Book of Mormon, dramatic circumstances 
surrounded the reading. I became aware of the power of 
the Spirit of God so strong and so pervasive in my room 
that whenever I left the room the Spirit was no longer felt 
as I walked through the door and the Spirit immediately 
filled my entire being and consciousness when I returned 
across the threshold of the door of my room. 

I marvelled at the magnitude of the power, the 
awesomeness of the word of Christ operating in ancient 
America, and the dramatic quickening of my mind and 
spirit within me in a way never before experienced over a 
period of thirty days. I had been to the Nauvoo Youth 
Camp each year from 1937 to 1940 and experienced this 

same power in an occasional prayer meeting but never 
before had I experienced the power in the dramatic and 
continuous manner as I experienced in my room for thirty 
days. The Spirit was exhilarating, emotionally inspiring 
and intellectually exciting and an expression of direct 
contact with the Holy Ghost. I knew without question or 
doubt with all my intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
perceptions that the Book of Mormon was true. 

I looked forward eagerly to each day when I could 
continue my reading with the highest anticipation. After a 
few days I saw that a pattern was emerging with the Spirit 
operating within the confines of my room. I was not aware 
at first of how long the pattern would persist but I knew 
that it continued each day in exactly the same manner. 
The Spirit would leave me at the door of my room and then 

Raymond D. Zinser 

engulf me again when I returned to the room. It became 
apparent after a few days that this pattern would continue 
if I continued faithful and diligent in my study of the book. 

In addition, certain of the scriptures would come to my 
attention for underlining. 

I was fascinated by the "month" concept when I heard 
David Tristler, M.D., of Tucson, Arizona, give his testimony 
about his conversion experience years later. He was in 
medical training in Detroit, Michigan and worked with Dr. 
Pearse, a RLDS medical doctor. One evening on the way 
home from work Dr. Pearse provided transportation for 
Dr. Tristler. At the curb of Dr. Tristler's house, Dr. Pearse 

said, "May I tell you about my church." Those seven 
special words changed the life of Dr. Tristler. Dr. Pearse 
told about the origin of the church, its history, doctrines 
and mentioned the unique role of the Book of Mormon. 

Dr. Tristler was extremely curious about the Book of 
Mormon and asked Dr. Pearse where he could get a copy. 
The answer was that Blair McClain, Stake President, could 
provide one for Dr. Tristler. After securing a copy, Dr. 
Tristler read the book whenever he had free time and he 
completed the book in a month. At the end of the period 

he asked for baptism. He said that he enjoyed his 
Protestant denomination but that he knew all his life that 
it did not have the "fullness of the gospel." He was 
ordained a little while later and served the congregation 
in Tucson. 

This account of Dr. Tristler's conversion experience was 
told to me and to Arthur A. Oakman one evening in 
Tucson. We were invited out for dinner by Dr. Tristler and 
he ate very little of the excellent meal as he gave his 
spirited and inspired testimony of his conversion through 

the Book of Mormon. 
During the summer of 1959 I was teaching for Drake 

University in the county seat towns of northern Iowa. 
Returning one weekend to be with my wife and family I 

was heading south on highway 169 just south of Afton, 

• i
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Iowa. As I offered my prayers to God as I often did on the 
highway, the heavens were opened and my entire body 
was immediately filled with the Holy Ghost. I felt the 
power go from my head to my feet. It was the same 
marvelous power that permeated my mind and body 
during the reading of the Book of Mormon during World 
War II. 

Shortly after this experience began I was instanta
neously conscious of the eternal truth that Jesus is the 
Christ and that he was born of the virgin Mary. All of the 
truths of the Book of Mormon concerning the nature and 
ministry of Christ were immediately, emphatically and 
powerfully confirmed. The experience began just south of 
Afton, Iowa and the Spirit continued with me until I 
arrived at our home in Lamoni, and then continued with 
me for several days. I began to understand what the 
scripture meant in l Nephi 3: 187: 

And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that 

day, for they shall have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost. 

During one Christmas season when our children were 
small we spent the vacation with my wife's parents in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. On Christmas eve after everyone had 
gone to bed I was led to remain at the fireplace and with 
logs burning in front of me I read the Book of Mormon 
starting with Ill Nephi. Although by this time I had read 
the book through several times, I found myself so 
enthralled again by the account of Jesus visiting in ancient 
America after his resurrection that I continued reading to 
the end of the book. That same Spirit which attended me 
during World War II returned again to quicken my mind 
and enliven my soul. 

This experience had a connecting link with another 
experience in 1962 when Apostle Arthur A. Oakman 
invited me to share ministry with him at the Wilburton 
Reunion in Oklahoma. Our family stayed in one of the 
cabins as guests of the reunion. It was l 05° each day of 
the reunion but this was of little consequence because this 
was overshadowed by the power of the spirit in the 
assembly of the saints. We enjoyed the special hospitality 
of the reunion participants who extended their friendship 
to make us welcome and happy. 

On Monday in the morning prayer and testimony 
meeting I received light that sometime during the reunion 
we should read parts of Chapter 8 in Ill Nephi. I was sitting 
next to Apostle Oakman who was presiding and I turned 
to him and said that the Spirit indicated to me that 
sometime we should read parts of Chapter 8 of III Nephi. 
He acknowledged this suggestion and said when the time 
was ripe he would ask me to read as indicated. 

Later in the week during the middle of an especially 
inspiring part of the prayer meeting, Apostle Oakman 
turned to me and said just one word, "Now!" I knew what 
he meant and I stood and read selected parts of the 
Chapter 8 of Ill Nephi. As I read the scriptures I was taken 
back to the days in ancient America as described in the 
scriptures. I had no visual perception of the event but I had 
all of the emotional and intellectual responses which I 
would have had as an actual participant at that time. 

I had all the responses of a participant who observed 
Jesus instructing them to go to their homes and ponder 

the things which he had said. I had all the responses of a 
participant who with the others was reluctant to leave. 
Jesus looked at them steadfastly and perceived they 
wanted him to tarry a little longer. Jesus resumed his 
ministry and called for the lame, blind, halt, maimed, 
leprous, withered, deaf and those afflicted in any way and 
healed them. All my responses to this marvelous healing 
allowed me to sense what it was like to the 2,500 people 
assembled there. 

A fervent prayer by Jesus was so celestial that it could 
not be recorded at that time but which was so 
extraordinarily special to the people that they could 
testify that eye had never seen and ear had never heard 
of the marvelous things associated with Jesus' ministry. 
Then Jesus called for their little children one by one and 
blessed them and prayed unto the Father for the children. 
The scriptures tell us of this dramatic event in Ill Nephi, 
8:23-27. . 

And when he had done this he wept again, and he spake unto the 

multitude, and saith unto them, Behold your little ones. 

And as they looked to behold, they cast their eyes towards 

heaven, and they saw the heavens open, and they saw angels 

descending out of heaven as it were, in the midst of fire; and they 

came down and encircled those little ones about; 

And they were encircled about with fire; and the angels did 

minister unto them, and the multitude did see and hear and bear 

record; and they know that their record is true, for they all of them 

did see and hear, every man for himself; 

And they were in number about two thousand and five hundred 

souls; and they did consist of men, women and children. 

All my responses confirmed completely the truth of these 
scriptures. 

As we drove to reunions my wife would often read from 
the Book of Mormon so that our growing children could 
have an understanding of the scriptures and their 
meaning for our personal and family living. This brought 
special ministry and also dispelled the monotony of the 
trip. 

As our children were growing up we were able to go to 
Estes Park, Colorado, for a week or so during each 
summer. I usually tried to read something from the Book 
of Mormon while sitting under the pine trees next to our 
cabin. One summer as I was reading the account of Nephi 
being bound by Laman and Lemuel, I wondered what 
might have happened if Laman and Lemuel had exercised 
their agency and followed the word of Christ rather than 
the temptations of Satan. 

As I read of the suffering physically and emotionally of 
Nephi when he was bound in the ship, I suddenly became 
aware by the Spirit that the prayers of Nephi's wife were 
so humble and full of love and uttered with such complete 
faith that God intervened to have Nephi released from 
bondage. I also became aware of the power of the 
influence of righteous mothers and their unique role in 
God's plan of salvation. I had seen this same power and 
influence as my wife nurtured and taught our children. 

Many organizing themes emerged as I studied the Book 
of Mormon. One of these themes was the "days of 
probation." When Dick Ankney died unexpectedly and at 
an age much earlier than one is expected to die, I was 

(continued on page 22) 
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WHAT IS IN THE BOOK OF MOR 
by Raymond C. Treat 

The principle stated in the ·title, what is in the Book of 
Mormon is there for a purpose, is a very important 
principle to understand about the Book of Mormon. The 
dictionary tells us that a principle is a general truth on 
which other truths depend. The recognition of the purpose 
principle is the recognition of a general truth about the 
Book of Mormon which in turn will lead to further truths. If 
we ask the question, "Why has that particular information 
been included?" every time we study a portion of the Book 
of Mormon we should receive insights that otherwise 
might be missed. 

How do we know that what is in the Book of Mormon is 
there for a purpose? Because major writers of the Book of 
Mormon tell us they were directed by God as to what to 
put in the Book of Mormon and what to leave out. The 
chart "The Contents of the Book of Mormon Were Divinely 
Controlled" {fig. l) is designed to illustrate this point. The 
chart gives us information about three major Book of 
Mormon writers-Nephi, Mormon and Moroni. In each 
case these writers were told both what to put in the Book 
of Mormon and what to leave out. For all practical 
purposes two of these three writers, Mormon and Moroni, 
controlled the contents of the entire Book of Mormon. 
Mormon was directed to add the entire contents of the 
small plates of Nephi to the Book of Mormon. The small 
plates of Nephi make up the books of l and 2 Nephi, 
Jacob, Enos, Jarom and Omni. The book, Words of 
Mormon, was written by Mormon. The books of Mosiah, 
Alma, Helaman, and 3 and 4 Nephi were abridged by 
Mormon. The first three chapters of the book, Book of 
Mormon, were written by Mormon. Moroni wrote the 
fourth (last) chapter. He also wrote the Book of Moroni 
and abridged the book of Ether. This accounts for all of the 
15 books in the Book of Mormon. The instructions of the 
Lord to Nephi, who is responsible for about 82% of the 
contents of the small plates of Nephi, strengthens the case 
even further that the contents of the Book of Mormon 
were indeed divinely controlled and therefore the 
principle that what is in the Book of Mormon is there for a 
purpose is a valid principle. 

Some additional information about the Book of Mormon 
that is related to the purpose principle should be 
mentioned. The Book of Mormon as we have it represents 
less than one percent of what could have been included 
{fig. 2). This information was already in written form for 
Mormon and others to use. Therefore, our appreciation of 
how much direction they did receive as to what to put in 
and what to leave out is increased when we realize that 
they had such a large volume of material from which to 
draw. Mormon tells us (Words of Mormon l :8) that the 
records available to him represented more than one 
hundred times more information than his abridgement 
which we call the Book of Mormon. We know this because 
Mormon was writing about a period several hundred 
years before his time, therefore, he was taking all of his 
information from written records and not from first hand 

observation. 
In one case, the information available to Mormon from 

the large plates of Nephi was there as a result of a 
commandment that Jesus himself gave during His 
appearance in the land of Bountiful {3 Nephi l 0:39-41): 

And Jesus said unto them, How be it that ye have not written this 

thing, that many saints did arise and appear unto many, and did 

minister unto them? And it come to poss that Nephi remembered 

that this thing hod not been written. And it came to pass that 

Jesus commanded that it should be written, therefore it was 

written according as he commanded. 

Why was this included in the Book of Mormon? Mormon 
includes this account of Christ correcting Nephi's omission 
from the large plates because he wanted to affirm to us 
the control of the contents of the large plates and hence 
his abridgement. 

How can we make use of the purpose principle in our 
study of the Book of Mormon? As mentioned above, 
regardless of whatever information we are studying, we 
should ask the question, "Why is that information in the 
Book of Mormon?" Once we realize that the contents of 
the Book of Mormon were divinely controlled this question 
becomes one of the most important questions we can ask 
as we study the Book of Mormon. Because the Lord has 
more to teach us, the knowledge of which questions to ask 
is an important key to further spiritual growth. This is 
especially true when we begin to realize how important 
the Book of Mormon is in the Lord's plan for these last 
days. For example, the Book of Mormon is considered to 
be the only material evidence of the coming forth of the 
Restoration. As such it is the introduction to the 
Restoration. The Restoration is a reestablishment of the 
Lord's plan (Zion) for the salvation of the world, therefore, 
the Book of Mormon is literally the introduction to Zion. 
Since Zion represents a level of spiritual enlightenment 
beyond what is currently available, the Book of Mormon 
becomes an introduction to this further spiritual 
enlightenment. Only by realizing that this question, "Why 
is this in the Book of Mormon?" is an important question 
to ask and then asking it can we put ourselves in a 
position to receive an answer. Let us look at some 
examples. 

THE EIGHT TRIBES (fig. 3, page 15) 
When we think of Book of Mormon peoples we normally 

think of two groups, the Nephites and the Lamanites. 
However Jacob l: 13-14 gives another picture: 

Now the people which were not Lamonites, were Nephites; 

nevertheless, they were called Nephites, Jacobites, Josephites, 

Zoramites, Lomonites, Lemuelites, and lshmoelites. But I, Jacob, 

shall not hereafter distinguish them by these names, but I shall 

call them Lomanites, that seek to destroy the people of Nephi; and 

those who are friendly to Nephi, I shall call Nephites, or the 

people of Nephi, according to the reigns of the kings. 

Why is this information in the Book of Mormon? The first 
step in answering this question is to determine what these 
verses are actually saying. We are told here that the Book 
of Mormon people called themselves by seven different 
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MON IS THERE FOR A PURPOSE 

THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK OF MORMON WERE DIVINELY CONTROLLED 

Writer Instruction Subject Reference 
-

Nephi put in the ministry, and the prophecies, the more plain and precious l NS:223
parts of them 

Nephi leave out the remainder of the things which I saw and heard l N3:252

Mormon put in the small plates of Nephi WMl:9-10 

Mormon put in the things which have been commanded me of the Lord 3Nl2:5 

Mormon leave out the rest of the words of Jesus 3Nl 2:5 

Moroni put in the sealed portion Eth l :98 

Moroni put in the words which were commanded me, according to my memory Eth2: l 

Moroni put in information about the secret combinations Eth3: 80-l 02 

Moroni leave out the rest of the prophecies of Ether Eth6: 14 

Fig. 1 -Three major writers were told what to put in and what to leave out of the Book of Mormon. 

REFERENCES SHOWING WE HAVE LESS THAN ONE PERCENT OF WHAT WAS WRITTEN 

Writer Text Refers to Reference 

Jacob 
And a hundredth part of the proceedings of this people, which 

Small t 

Jacob 2:67 now began to be numerous, can not be written upon these 
plates plates. 

Mormon I can not write the hundredth part of the things of my Mosiah- Words of 
people. 4 Nephi Mormon l :8 

Mormon But behold a hundredth part of the proceedings of this people ... Mosiah-
Helaman 2: 13 

can not be contained in this work. 4 Nephi 

Mormon 
... this book can not contain even a hundredth part of what was 

A.O. 1-25 3 Nephi 2:92 done among so many people, in the space of twenty and five 
years. 

Mormon 
And now there can not be written in this book, even a hundredth the words 

3 Nephi 12:l part of the things which Jesus did truly teach unto the people ... of Jesus 

Moroni (and the hundredth part I have not written;) Ether Ether 6: l 08 

Fig. 2-The Book of Mormon represents less than one percent of what could have been included. 

tribal names, four tribes under the Nephite label and 
three tribes under the Lamanite label. This is unusual 
information because we usually think of Book of Mormon 
peoples only in terms of Nephites and Lamanites, as the 
Book of Mormon itself does. Why are we told about seven 
tribes? Is this information significant or not? One question 

that needs to be answered is, "Are these tribes mentioned 

anywhere else in the Book of Mormon or is this the only 
reference?" A Book of Mormon concordance readily 
provides the answer. These seven tribes are mentioned 
two other times: 

And it came to pass that in this year there arose a people who 
were called the Nephites, and they were true believers in Christ; 
and among them there were those who were called by the 
Lamanites, Jacobites, and Josephites, and Zoramites; therefore 
the true believers in Christ, and the true worshipers of Christ, 
(among whom were the three disciples of Jesus who should 
tarry,) were called Nephites, and Jacobites, and Josephites, and 
Zoramites. And it came to pass that they who rejected the gospel, 

were called Lamanites, and Lemuelites, and lshmaelites; and they 
did not dwindle in unbelief, but they did willfully rebel against the 
gospel of Christ. 4 Nephi l :40-42 

And it came to pass in this year. there began to be a war between 
the Nephites, who consisted of the Nephites and the Jacobites, 

(continued on page 14) 
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ond the Josephiles, ond the Zorqmiles; ond fhis wor wos belween

the Nephiies ond the Lomonites, ond the lemuelites, ond the

lshmoel i fes.  Now the lomoni tes,  ond fhe lemuel i tes,  ond the

lshmoelites were colled Lomonites, ond the two porties were

Nephi tes ond Lomoni tes.  Mormon l :8-9

We fherefore hove three references to ihe seven fribes.

Our newly discovered informotion seems to be growing in

i m p o r t o n c e .  W h o t  e l s e  c o n  w e  l e o r n  f r o m  t h e s e
references? By reoding the verses iust preceding eoch
reference we notice thoi dotes ore given. The dote of the
Jocob reference is obouf 544 B.C. The reference in 4 Nephi
is doted qt A.D. 231 ond the Mormon reference is obout
A.D.322. By looking ot  fhe t ime l ine in Figure 2 we con
see lhot these seven fribes ore in exisfence throughouf
most of  the Nephite per iod.  One possible except ion is

dur ing the golden oge. We ore to ld in obouf A.D. 100 thot:

T h e r e  w e r e  n o  r o b b e r s ,  n o r  m u r d e r e r s ,  n e i t h e r  w e r e  l h e r e

L o m o n i l e s ,  n o r  o n y  m o n n e r  o f  i t e s ;  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  i n  o n e ,  l h e

chi ldren of  Chr ist ,  ond heirs to the k ingdom of  God. 4 Nephi  l :20

Except for the two references to the seven tribes qfter fhe

golden oge we would hove to believe thof the seven tribes

ceosed to exist  ond thot only the Nephites ond Lomonites

remoined. Becouse we do hove fhe two references we

know the seven tribes did confinue ofter the golden oge

u n t i l  t h e  f o u r  t r i b e s  u n d e r  t h e  N e p h i t e  l o b e l  w e r e

destroyed by the Lomonites in A.D. 385. l t  is  possible thot

during the golden oge the members of the seven tribes

ceosed to think of themselves primorlly os being members

of one tribe or onother but possibly they continued to l ive

together in tribes os they hod done before the golden oge.

Nevertheless, we hqve leorned so fqr from our simple
purpose principle question thot insteod of only two tribes

l iv ing dur ing Nephite t imes we now hqve seven tr ibes.  To

moke the hisfory complete we hove to odd one more tribe,

the Muleki tes.
A s  y o u  w i l l  r e c o l l ,  i t  w o s  K i n g  M o s i o h  w h o  f i r s t

discovered the people of  Zorohemlo (Muleki tes).  He hod

been worned by the Lord to flee from the lond of Nephi,

which wos o highlond oreo, ond wos led wi th his people

down into the lond of  Zorohemlo, which wos o lowlond
o r e o ,  w h e r e  f  h e y  m e t  t h e  p e o p l e  o l  T o r o h e m l o .  T h i s

history is reloted in Omni l :  l9-34. We ore to ld thot  the
people of Zorohemlq were toughf the longuoge of Mosioh
qnd thot they were united with the people of Mosioh ond

occepted Mosioh to be their king. From this occount we

would expect thot the people of Zorohemlo would hove

l o s t  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  o s  o  s e p o r o t e  t r i b e  o n d  w o u l d  h o v e

become porf of the people of Mosioh. Such wos not the

cose, however:

Therefore, he hod Mosioh brought before him; ond fhese ore fhe

words which he spoke unto him, soying: My son, I would thot ye

should moke o proclomotion throughout oll this lond, omong oll

t h i s  p e o p l e ,  o r  l h e  p e o p l e  o f  Z o r o h e m l o ,  o n d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f

Mosioh, who dwell in this lond, thot fhereby they moy be gothered

together.  Mosioh l  :15

We see from fhis verse ihot fhe people of Zorohemlo ore
c o n s i d e r e d  o s  d  s e p o r o t e  g r o u p .  T h i s  v e r s e  w o u l d  b e

doted ot leost o generofion ofter the first Mosioh wos

occepted os king by the people of Zorohemlo. In this verse

King Beniomin, the son of the first Mosioh, is speoking to
h i s  s o n  M o s i o h ,  w h o  i s  s o o n  f o  f o k e  o v e r  o s  k i n g .  T h e

identif icotion of the "no eroser" in this verse odds further

emphosis to ihe ideo thot the people of  Zorohemlo were o
seporote t r ibe.  Thol  is ,  fhe phrose "omong ol l  th is people"
h o d  t o  b e  c l o r i f i e d  b y  t h e  p h r o s e  " o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f
Zorohemlo, ond the people of  Mosioh,"  otherwise i t  would
h o v e  b e e n  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  t o  m e o n  i u s f  f  h e  p e o p l e  o f

Mosioh (see Recent Book of Mormon Developmenfs, poge
5 4  f  o r  m o r e  o n  " n o  e r o s e r s " ) .  T h e r e  i s  o n o t h e r  v e r s e
w h i c h  o l s o  s u p p o r f s  t h e  i d e o  f h o t  f h e  p e o p l e  o f
Zorohemlo cont inued os o seporote t r ibe:

And now oll the people of Nephi were ossembled together, ond

o l s o  o l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Z o r o h e m l o ,  o n d  t h e y  w e r e  g o t h e r e d

together in two bodies.  Mosioh I  l :80

This verse is very cleor thot the people of Zorohemlo were

o seporote group. The next verse, doted o l itt le over o 100

yeors loter,  te l ls  us thot  the people of  Zorohemlo ( the

seed of  Zedekioh) ore st i l l  ident i f ioble os o people:

And now will ye dispute fhof Jerusolem wos desfroyed: Will ye

soy thot the sons of Zedekioh were not sloin, oll excepl i l were

Mulek? Yeo, ond do ye not behold thot the seed of Zedekioh ore

w i f h  u s ,  o n d  t h e y  w e r e  d r i v e n  o u t  o f  t h e  l o n d  o f  J e r u s o l e m ?

Helomon 3:56-57

l f  we would osk of eoch of the obove three quofes, "Why is
f  h o f  i n f  o r m o t i o n  i n  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m  o n ? " ,  w e  w o u l d

come to the conclusion thot fhe Lord wonted us to know

t h o t  t h e  M u l e k i t e s  ( p e o p l e  o f  Z o r o h e m l o )  k e p t  t h e i r

ident i ty os o seporote t r ibe,  moking in ol l ,  e ight  t r ibes.

Why is this informotion obout eight tribes in fhe Book of
Mormon? The qnswer is no doubt reloted to orchoeology
o n d  g e o g r o p h y .  l t  m e o n s  f h o t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  e i g h t
identif ioble regionol potterns in the orchoeologicol record
of the oreo where rhe Nephites,  Lomonites ond Muleki tes
l ived ( the Moyo oreo) dur ing fhe t ime per iod in quest ion.

It is very l ikely thot eoch tribe would hove developed its

own style or voriotion of style in ceromics, orchitecture,

d r e s s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  i n  w r i t t e n  o n d  s p o k e n  l o n g u o g e  o n d
possible other oreos. Even in the United Stotes where
mqss communicotions ond eose of trovel hove worked
ogoinst  regionol  d i f ferences i t  is  st i l l  eosy to te l l  in mony
coses where q person is from iust by the woy he speoks.
The southern occent or the Brooklyn occent ore two good
e x o m p l e s .  T h e  i d e n t i f i c o i i o n  o f  t h e s e  e i g h t  r e g i o n o l
potterns from orchoeologicol evidence would olso give us
fhe geogrophic locotion of these regions. lt is eosy to see
thot knowing where these eight regions ore locofed would
be very helpful in our ongoing efforts to obfoin o complele
Book of Mormon geogrophy.

It should be mentioned fhot one of the trends in Moyo
o r c h o e o l o g y  t o d o y  i s  r e g i o n o l  s t u d i e s  o s  o p p o s e d  t o
focusing oftention on o single lorge site. Archoeologists
now recognize thot proper understonding of on entire
region is necessory to undersfqnding the lorge site thot
dominofes the region.

There is q mossive omount of informotion pertinent to
the identif icotion of the possible eight regions especiolly
from ceromics ond orchifecture. Regionol dress styles
hove been documented ond there ore regionol styles of
hieroglyphic writ ing. Much progress hos been mode in
identifying polit icol regions. Af the presenf t ime there ore
ot leost 30 distinct Moyo longuoges. Our understonding of
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e s e  l o n g u o g e s  i s  c o n s t o n t l y
improving. lt olmost goes without soying thqt o greoi deol

(cont inued on poge 2l)
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THE E]GHT TRIBES
DATE EVENT REFERENCE

BC 600 r

500I

400I

300I

200I

t 0 0 I

0 I

r00I

200I

300 I

AD 400 rl

Nephi, Jocob, Joseph, Zorom, Lomon, Lemuel, sons of lshmoel orrive

Nephi, Jocob, Joseph, Zorom form seporole group

7 distinct fribes hove olreody been formed:
4 under Nephite lobel - Nephires, Jocobites, Josephites ond Zoromiles
ond 3 under Lomonile lobel - Lomoniles, lemueli ies ond lshmqelites

the eighth tribe -

people of Zqrohemlo (Mulekites) discovered by Mosioh (they hod been
living seporotely for olmosl 400 yeors)

the Mulekites remqin o sepqrote tribe

there were no Lomonites or ony monner of ifes during ihe golden oge

7 tribes ore formed ogoin (Mulekires nol mentioned)

the 7 tribes qre sti l l  in existence

the 4 Nephite tribes ceose lo exisl os tribes

I  Nephi  5:213

2 Nephi 4:7.8

Jocob  l  :13 -14

Omni  l :  |  9 -34

Mos ioh  l :  |  5 ;
I  l : 8 0

Helomon 3:57

4 Neph i  l :20

4 Nephi lA0-42

Mormon l :8-9

Mormon 3: | 0- | 3

Fig. 3-Eight tribes from the Nephite ero.
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More on the four levels:
CHILDREN OF MEN ANID CHITDREN OF CHRIST

by Roymond C. Treol

T h e  r e o l i z o t i o n  t h o t  f o u r  s p i r i i u o l  l e v e l s  o r e  i n

operotion in the world now ond hove been since the time

of Adom is of greot importonce to onyone interested in

spir i tuol  growth.

THE FOUR tEVEtS HELP SIMPTIFY

The plon of  God is s imple ond when we turn owoy from

it one of the first things we do is try to moke if complex

ond hord to understond. This provides on excuse not to

obey it ond couses us to turn to mon rother thon God for

onswers.  A c lossic reference i l lustrot ing ih is point  comes

from the Book of MorJnon:

B u t  b e h o l d ,  t h e  J e w s  w e r e  o  s l i f f - n e c k e d  p e o p l e ;  o n d  t h e y

despised the words of ploinness, ond kil led the prophefs, ond

sought for things thot they could not underslond. Wherefore,

becouse of  their  b l indness,  which bl indness come by looking

beyond the mork, fhey must needs foll: for God hoth token owoy

his ploinness from them, ond delivered unto them mony things

which fhey con not undersfond, becouse they desired it. Jocob

3:22'24

One of the reosons why God brought forth the Book of

Mormon ond the Restorotion in these lost doys wos to

restore some of the ploin ond precious things which hod

been removed f  rom fhe Bible (see I  Nephi  3:  l6 l  -197) so

the plon of  God would be eosier to understond. Whi le

t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  f o u r  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  f h e

evidence is not os ploin os i t  probobly once wos nor is i t  os

ploin os in the Restorof ion scr iptures.  The four levels con

b e  v i e w e d  o s  t h e  f  r o m e w o r k  o f  G o d ' s  p l o n .  K n o w i n g

obout the fromework mokes it much eosier to understond

the plon. l t  is  fhrough the scr iptures of  the Restorof ion thot

the existence of the four levels becomes cleor. Section
g5:5 rolks oboui  the four glor ies:  celest io l ,  terresfr io l ,

te lest io l  ond no glory.  When we fhink of  the glor ies we

ossociote them with l ife ofler deoth ond this is correct.

T h i s  o r t i c l e  u s e s  t h e  i e r m  " l e v e l s "  i n s l e o d  o f  g l o r i e s

becouse for every glory there is o corresponding spir i tuol

level  in operot ion now. The Book of  Mormon, which hos o

lot  of  informot ion obout the four levels,  te l ls  us in Almo

l6:231-232 thot they ore in operofion while we ore in the

f  lesh :
Ye con not  soy,  when ye ore brought fo thot  owful  cr is is ,  thot  I  wi l l

repent, thot I will return to my God. Noy, ye con not soy this; for

thot  some spir i t  which doth possess your bodies ot  the f ime thot  ye

go oui of this l ife, thot some spirit wil l hove power io possess your

body in thot  eternol  wor ld.

Therefore,  i f  fhere ore four bosic spir i tuol  colegor ies in

operot ion of ter  we die,  then the some four bosic spir i tuol

c o t e g o r i e s  o r e  i n  o p e r o t i o n  b e f o r e  w e  d i e .  G o d  h o s

div ided everything spir i tuol  into these four cotegor ies.

They ore o key to understonding scripture. They ore o key

to  " r igh t ly  d iv id ing  the  word  o f  t ru th"  (2  T imofhy  2 :15) .

They ore o spir i fuol  rood mop thot ol lows us to see cleor ly

where we ore ond where we wont to go. The more the

four levels ore understood, the more exci f ing scr ipfure

s t u d y  b e c o m e s  o s  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  b e c o m e s  c l e o r e r .

T h o s e  w h o  o r e  u s i n g  t h e  f  o u r  l e v e l s  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y  o r e

discover ing more ond more terms thot f i t  in wi th them.

One such recent discovery wos thot the terms, "chi ldren of

the devi l " ,  "chi ldren of  men",  "chi ldren of  Chr ist"  ond
"children of God" oppeor to correspond to the four levels

in oscending order.

THE FOUR "CHILDREN OF" TERMS
It  is  eosy to see fhot the ferms "chi ldren of  the devi l " ,

" c h i l d r e n  o f  C h r i s t "  o n d  " c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d "  m i g h t  b e

s p i r i t u o l  t e r m s .  l t  i s  n o f  o s  e o s y  t o  s e e  f o r  f h e  t e r m
"chi ldren of  men".  At  f i rst  g lonce, th is term opPeors fo be

o gener ic term referr ing to ol l  monkind. Genesis 6:39-40
(1.V.)  provides o c lue thot th is is not olwoys the cose. The

term "men" con olso refer to o spir i fuol  condi t ion:

And it come lo poss, thot Enoch went forth in the lond, omong ihe

people,  stonding upon the hi l ls ,  ond rhe high ploces,  ond cr ied

with o loud voice,  fest i fy ing ogoinst  their  works.  And ol l  men were

o f fended  becouse  o f  h im. . .

W e  o r e  t o l d  h e r e  f h o t  " o l l  m e n "  w e r e  o f f e n d e d  o f  t h e

words of Enoch. This phrose con not be o generic term

referr ing to ol l  the inhobi tonts on the eorth qt  thof  t ime

b e c o u s e  n o t  o l l  p e o p l e  o f  i h o t  d o y  w e r e  o f f e n d e d  o t

Enoch. Some of them occepted his words ond ioined with

h i m  i n  p r e p o r i n g  f o r  Z i o n  T h e  p o r o b l e  o f  t h e  s o w e r

(Mot thew l3 :3 -7 ,  17-21 ;  Mork  4 :3 -7 ,  l3 -17 ;  Luke 8 :5-8 ,

I  l - 1 5 )  h e l p s  u s  u n d e r s t o n d  t h o t  i n  t h i s  c o s e  t h e  t e r m
"men" is o spir i tuol  term referr ing to people on fhe sfor

level  os we shol l  now see. The seed in the poroble of  the

s o w e r  r e p r e s e n i s  f  h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  w h i c h  f e l l  o n  f o u r

di f ferent environments:  woyside (no glory),  stony ploces

( s t o r ) ,  t h o r n s  ( m o o n )  o n d  g o o d  g r o u n d  ( s u n )  w h i c h

represent the four responses to the word of God. We ore

told thot the stor level response is to become offended ot

the word of God:
Buf he thot received the seed into siony ploces, fhe some is he fhot

heoreth fhe word ond reodily with ioy receiveih it, yet he hoth not

rool  in h imsel f ,  ond endureth but  for  o whi le;  for  when t r ibulot ion

o r  p e r s e c u t i o n  o r i s e t h  b e c o u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d ,  b y  o n d  b y  h e  i s

of fended. Motthew l3:19 (1.V.)

Becouse of this we con soy thot the people referred fo os

"ol l  men" in Genesis 6:40 were those moking o s lor  level

response since they were offended ot the word of God

which come fhrough Enoch. l f  men or "chi ldren of  men"

con be o stor level term then we con expect fhot the other

three "chi ldren of"  terms olso refer to levels.
l f  "chi ldren of  men" ore stor level  people fhen "chi ldren

of Chr ist"  ore probobly moon level  people.  Their  spir i tuol

response is c leor ly obove thqi  of  the "chi ldren of  men" os

o quick comporison of the ottributes of these two groups

l isted ot  the end of  th is ort ic le shows. Also ihe ministry of

Chr ist  is  especiol ly di rected to those in the ferrestr io l  or

moon glory in l i fe of ter  deoth (D&C 76:6t) .  We ore to ld in

Mosioh 3:6-8 thot  the "chi ldren of  Chr ist"  "enter into o

covenont wi th God to do his wi l l ,  ond to be obedient to

this commondments in ol l  th ings".  In stork controst  to th is
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covenont the "chi ldren of  men do forget the Lord their

God" os we reod in Almo 21237. This verse goes on to soy

thot the "chi ldren of  men" ore "quick to do in iqui ty,  ond to

b e  l e d  o w o y  b y  t h e  e v i l  o n e " .  T h u s  w e  s e e  t h o t  t h e
"chi ldren of  Chr ist"  ond the "chi ldren of  men" ( in their

unrepentont stote) ore going in opposi te direct ions,  one
group being led to God through Christ  ond the other group

being led to the devi l .
l f  "chi ldren of  Chr ist"  qre moon level  then we ossume

" c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d "  o r e  s u n  l e v e l .  M q k e  o  l i s t  o f  t h e

chorocieristics of the "children of God" ond see if you con

distinguish o difference between the two. We con expecl

there wil l be o difference, olthough probobly not os greot

o  d i f f e r e n c e  o s  t h o t  b e t w e e n  " c h i l d r e n  o f  m e n "  o n d
"children of Christ". The following verse refers to fhose

w h o  k e e p  t h e  c o m m o n d m e n f s  o r  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s  l h e
"chi ldren of  Chr ist" :

And if they hold out foithful to the end, they ore received info

heoven, thot thereby they moy dwell with God in o s?ole of never

ending hoppiness.  Mos l :90

Note in th is verse thot "chi ldren of  God" hold out fo i thful

to the end, ore received info heoven ond dwell with God

in o stote of  never ending hoppiness. "Chi ldren of  Chr ist"

hove fhe opportuni ty to hold oui  fo i thful  or  endure but i t  is

not unti l they hove done so thot they become "children of

God".  We con see thot the " i f "  in the verse impl ies some

m o y  n o t  b e c o m e  " c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d " .  I n  l i k e  m o n n e r ,
"chi ldren of  men" con become "chi ldren of  Chr is l"  i f  they

repent ond come unto him. lf fhey do not repent fhen they

become "children of the devil" os we see from these two

sets of verses:

For the t ime cometh,  soi fh the Lomb of  God, thot  I  wi l l  work o

greot ond o morvelous work omong the children of men; o work

which shol l  be ever losl ing,  e i ther on the one hond or on the other;

eifher to th€r convincing of them unto Peoce ond life eternol, or

unto the deliveronce of them to the hordness of their heorts ond

the bl indness of  their  minds,  unlo their  being brought down into

c o p t i v i t y  o n d  o l s o  u n t o  d e s l r u c t i o n ,  b o t h  t e m p o r o l l y  o n d

spirituolly, occording to the coptivity of the devil, of which I hove

spoken .  lN3 :214-216

Thus ol l  monkind were lost ;  ond behold,  they would hove been

endlessly losl, were it not ihot God redeemed his people from

their lost ond follen stote; Bui remember, thot he thot persists in

h i s  o w n  c o r n o l  n o t u r e ,  o n d  g o e s  o n  i n  t h e  w o y s  o f  s i n  o n d

rebel l ion ogoinst  God, remoineih in h is fo l len s lote,  ond the devi l

hoth oll power over him. Therefore he is os fhough there wos no

redemption mode; being on enemy to God; ond olso is the devil

on enemy to God. Mos 8:76-78

T h e s e  v e r s e s  s h o w  u s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e

"chi ldren of  men" ond the "chi ldren of  the devi l "  iust  os

M o s i o h  l : 9 0  s h o w s  u s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e

" c h i l d r e n  o f  C h r i s t "  o n d  t h e  " c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d " .  T h e

di f ference is cought up in the word persist .  A stor level

person who cont inuol ly reiects the invi tot ion of  ihe Lord fo

h i m  ( 2  N e p h i  I  I  :  I  I  3 )  o n d  " p e r s i s t s  i n  h i s  o w n  c o r n o l

noture" wi l l  eventuol ly become o "chi ld of  the devi l " .

The two most importont ierms for us to understond in

our present condi t ion ore "chi ldren of  men" ond "chi ldren

o f  C h r i s t " .  F o r  t h o t  r e o s o n  o  p r e l i m i n o r y  l i s t  o f

c h o r o c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e s e  t w o  l e v e l s  f  r o m  t h e  B o o k  o f

Mormon is included. Much more work con be done with

these l is is.  The Inspired Version ond the Doctr ine ond

Covenonts contoin oddi t ionol  informoi ion os does the
Book of Mormon.

C o n s t r u c t i n g  l i s t s  s u c h  o s  t h o s e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  o n
excel lent  method of  scr ipture study. Exqmine these two
l ists coreful ly.  Look up the scr iptures.  Which chorocfer is-
t ics f i t  your l i festy le? Which do you need to work on? A
b o s i c  p r e s e n t o t i o n  o n  f  h e  f o u r  l e v e l s  c o n  b e  f o u n d  i n
Recent Book of Mormon Developmenls, poges 148-153.

CHILDREN OF I'IEN
The temptot ions of  the devi l  come fo them-lN3:125

An exceeding greof mony do slumble insomuch thot Soton hoth greof

power over lhem becouse of the mony ploin ond precious things

which hove been token ouf  of  the Bible- lN3:175

The k ingdom of  the devi l  shol l  be buih up omong them-l  N7:49

The devil lronsformeth himself nigh unfo on ongel of l ight, ond stirreth
t h e m  u p  u n t o  s e c r e t  c o m b i n o t i o n s  o f  m u r d e r ,  o n d  o l l  m o n n e r  o f
secret  works of  dorkness-2N6:23,  H2:156

They ore bound by choins-2Nl:27
ln the lost doys the devil sholl roge in their heorts ond siir them up to

onger ogoinst lhof which is good-2N12:24

The covenonls ond condescensions of the lord ore greot unto them-
2 N 6 : 1 0 4 ,  J o c 3 : 8

The Lord will fulfi l l  his promises which he hos mode unto them-ZN7:26
To f ulfi l l  his covenonts unto them, the Lord musf needs destroy ihe secret

words of dorkness, ond of murders, ond of obominofions-2N7 22
Chr ist  mokes in lercession for  fhem-2Nl:76,  MosS:35
lf rhey believe in Christ fhey sholl be soved-2Nl:77, A9227
The Messioh come thot  he moy redeem them from the fo l l -2Nl :116,

MosS:28
Angels minis ler  to them-lN3:81 ,  Mi7:21,  30-34,  38
The woy is prepored from the foundofion of the world, if it so be thot they

repent ond come unlo Chr isf - lN3:28
A woy is  prepored for  fhem to fu l f i l l  God's commondmenls- lNl :65
lf they exercise foith the Lord is oble to do oll things occording to his

w i l l  f o r  l hem- l  N2 :  I  8 ,  2N l  I  :  I 45
The Holy Spirit moketh monifest unfo lhem occording to their foith-Jorl :9
Solvotion comes unlo lhem through foith on the nome of Chrisi-Mosl : t 03
T h e r e  s h o l l b e  n o  o l h e r  n o m e  g i v e n ,  n o r  o n y  o t h e r  w o y  n o r  m e o n s

whereby solvotion con come unto fhem, only in ond through the
nome of  Chr: is t ,  the Lord Omnipotent-Mosl : l  l6

They ore nourished ond strengfhened by God if they keep his commond-
men ts - l  N5 :59

The Book of  Mormon is of  worth to them-lN2:6,  2Nl2:2
There is  greol  wickedness omong them-lN4:5
They hove voin imoginof ions ond pr ide- lN3:126
A l l o f  t h e  w o r k s  w h i c h  o r e  p o r t  o f  r h e  l o r d ' s  p l o n  f o r  t h e m  w i l l  b e

occomp l i shed- l  N2 :  l 0 l
The love of  God is ovoi loble to them-lN3:64
The Lord wi l l  work o greoi  ond o morvelous work omong them-l  N3:214,

2 N l  l : 2 9
They shol l  be iudged by rhe words of  the Lord ot  the lost  doy-2Nl l :30
They will either be convinced unto peoce ond life eternol or delivered

i n f o  c o p t i v i t y  o n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  b o t h  t e m p o r o l l y  o n d  s p i r i t u o l l y
occording fo fhe copt iv i ty  of  the devi l - lN3:216

They ore iudged r ighteously-Mosl :106
The Lord hos wroughl  mony mirocles omong them-lN5:159
Jesus Chr ist  works mighty mirocles,  s igns ond wonders omong fhem

occording to their  fo i th-2Nl l :79
The Lord hos loving kindness ond long-suffering towords them-l N5:238
God is potient ond long suffering towords them-Mos2:9
The prophets know oll things which sholl come upon lhem occording fo

the f  lesh- l  N7:4

The time comelh thot Soton sholl hove no more power over lheir heorts-
lN7 :32 ;  fo r  o  l ong  f ime-2N12 :99

The time comelh thot the fullness of the wroth of God sholl be poured out

upon them-l  N7:34

The prophecies of  lsoioh ore of  worfh unto them-2Nl l :13
The  Lo rd  doe th  tho t  wh ich  i s  good  omong  them-2N l l : l l l

(Cont inued on poge 20)
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BEYOND THE STONE ANCHOR MYSTERY
by Shirley R. Heoter

Whenever  o  d iscovery  is  mode fho l  is  conf rory  to
prevoi l ing occepted theor ies,  i f  usuol ly is mef wi fh one of
two responses: lt is eifher ignored (fizzles ofter o brief
f  l o s h ) ,  o r  i t  o p e n s  u p  d e b q f e  b e t w e e n  o p p o s i n g
viewpoints,  which con tr igger o ser ious in-depth seorch for
the t ruth (Treot 1978:3).  The discovery of  severol  lorge
s t o . n e  o r t i f o c t s  b e n e o t h  t h e  P o c i f  i c  w o t e r s  o l o n g  t h e
southern Col i fornio coost l ine hos prompted lhe lof ier
response.

Two seporote discoveries of whot were idenfif ied os
stone onchors ond reloted obiecfs were reported in The
Zorohemlo  Record ,  l ssue No.  l5  (Win fer  l98 l -1982) ,  pp .
l  -3,  under the t i t le "Chinese Stone Anchors in the New
World," os evidence of octuql physicol contoct with the
New World by Asion voyogers. The firsf obiect wos found
i n  d e e p  w o t e r  b y  o  U n i f e d  S l o t e s  G e o l o g i c o l  S u r v e y
dredging teom in the Pofton Escorpment Zone. lf wos o
mon-mode, donut-shoped stone ident i f ied os "ei ther o l ine
w e i g h t  f  o r  s t o b i l i z i n g  t h e  o n c h o r  o n  t h e  b o t t o m ,  o r  o
messenger sfone for defoul ing onchor l ines."  Anolysis of
somples of the stone concluded its composition "fo be o
very f ine groin dolomife" s imi lor  to moter io l  in use in
northern Chino for severol thousqnd yeors. The second
discovery of ot leosf 30 stone ortifocts resulted in the
recovery of obout ten obiects neor Polos Verdes by two
s p o r t  d i v e r s  ( f i g .  l ) .  O n c e  o g o i n  o n  i d e n t i f i c o t i o n  o f
moter io l  concluded the possible or ig in wos Chino, th is
t ime of  fe ldspothic sondstone, found in deposi ts olong fhe
s o u t h e r n  c o o s t l i n e  o f  C h i n o .  F r o m  t h e  l o c q f i o n  o n d
c o n c e n t r o t i o n  o f  t h e  o r f i f o c t s  i n  s h o l l o w  w o t e r ,  i l  i s
bel ieved thot the s i te is the remoins of  o s ingle lorge ship.
These conclusions were the resul i  of  more fhon seven
yeors of study, both by New World ond Chinese experts.
As Book of Mormon believers we were encouroged by this
e v i d e n c e  l i n k i n g  f h e  o l d  o n d  N e w  W o r l d s ,  o s  o
conf i rmot ion of  seo trovel  copobi l i ty  exhibi ted by the
eor l ier  Joredi te iourney.

Since fhese discoveries were reported, severol oil icles
hove oppeored oddressing the or ig in of  the stone onchors.
The fol lowing discussion wi l l  present the orguments for
ond ogoinst  on Asion or ig in,  ond conclude with the lorger
quest ion relof ing to the s igni f iconce of  Old World contoct .

THE CASE AGAINST THE ANCHORS
The moin proponont of  o New World or ig in for  fhe stone

onchors is Fronk Frost, who is o professor of history ot
Sonto Borboro Universi fy of  Col i fornio.  His ort ic le,  "The
Polos Verdes Chinese Anchor Mystery," oppeored in the
Jonvory/Februory 1982 issue of Archeology. His init iol
cr i t ic ism is directed ot  fhose who would entertoin ony
inlerpretot ion ofher thon "Col i fornio or ig in" os senso-
t ionol ism, qnd "pop" orchoeology. He lumps this port iculor
invest igof ion wi th such topics os the legend of  At lont is,
ond exot ic scholors such os Heyerdohl  ond vqn Doniken.
His tone is sorcost ic,  ond his sel f -procloimed mission is
" .  .  .  to nip mythmoking in the bud ond remind o wider

Fig. l-Amqteur divers Robert Meistrell (left) ond Woyne N. Boldwln ore

shown with some of the myslerious slones they discovered whlle dlvlng

off Polos Verdes in soulhern Colifornio. (After McGlnly 1983:61)

oudience of  the implocoble logic of  reql  scholorship."
F r o s t  d i s c o u n t s  f  h e  t e s t i n g  o n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  b y  b o t h

Americon ond Chinese speciol ists relot ing to fhe or ig in
ond oge of  the onchors.  First  he declores thot " fhe U.S.G.S.
stone onchor musf remoin o mysfery" bosed on "(o)ne
rigid low of orchoeology (which) stotes thot evidence is
vir fuol ly useless unless proper ly recorded oi  the instont of
excovofion . . . for once on obiecf hos been removed from
its contexf  no reconstruct ion is possible."  Becouse fhe
e x o c t  s p o t  f  r o m  w h i c h  f  h e  s f o n e  o b i e c t  w o s  d r e d g e d
connot be vis i ted,  he dismisses i t  complefely f rom further
d iscuss ion .

However, the Polos Verdes obiects ore qdmitted into
evidence becouse the locot ions ( in shol low woter)  ore
r e c o r d e d .  B u t  i n  s p i t e  o f  o n o l y s e s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e
Geology Depor lment of  the Universi ty of  Col i fornio,  Sonto
Borboro,  (which,  by the woy, is the Universi ty where Frosf
t e o c h e s ) ,  F r o s t  s l o t e s  " .  .  .  t h e y  o r e  o l m o s t  c e r t o i n t y
M o n t e r e y  s h o l e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  c o o s l o l
formot ions in southern Col i fornio."  He olso rules out the
explonot ion of  o shipwreck ot  the s i te,  ond proposes thot
modern ships must hove repeotedly onchored in the oreo
ond hod from t ime to t ime lost  their  onchors.

Al though the existence of  mongonese coot ing on the
stones qppeors to support  o much older t ime per iod,  Frost
looks to the ninefeenth cenfury to f ind the or ig in of  these
soi lors.  He bel ieves they ore Chinese immigrqnts to the
Col i fornio oreo who took fo f ishing to supplement both
their  d iet  ond l ivel ihood. He ci tes the development of  qn
exfensive f ishing industry-spreod out olong the western
coost l ine f rom Voncouver ls lond to Cobo Sqn Lucos- in-
c luding severol  permqnent v i l loges ond temporory comps
in the southern Col i fornio qreo.

Finol ly,  Frost  notes thot fhere hos been "v i r tuot ty no
response from sinologisfs (o speciol isf  in the study of
Chino),  who evidenf ly thought thqt  even discussing such
fontosy (os Chinese moriners) wos beneoth their  d igni ty."
He records one excepfion, Gusfoof Schlegel, University of
Leiden, who responded in 1892 fo o legend reloting to
Buddhist  Monk Huishen who soi led to the lond of  Fusong
(interpreted by some to be western Americo). Schlegel
ident i f ied the lond of  Fusong wifh fhe is lond of  sokhol in,
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neor the Koreon peninsulo.  Frost  responded: "Anyone

fomi l ior  wi th the l i teroture on At lonf is,  the wreck of  the
Ark,  or  the Lost Tr ibes of  lsroel  knows thot Schlegel  might
os wel l  hove soved his breoth."

Judging from the reoction to Frosf's biosed response fo
the discovery ond possible or ig in of  the stone onchors,
Frost  moy wish he hod olso soved his breoth.  Fol lowing
ore lwo rebuttols to his "r ig id" ond " logicol"  interpre-
tot ions.
REBUTTATS TO FROST'S SKEPTICISM

Two respondents counter Frost's views: Brion McGinty
in on orticle tit led, "Mystery of the Eostern Connection"
( l  9 8 3 ) ,  o n d  J o y  S t u l l e r  i n  " D r o g o n  S h i p s  B e f o r e
Columbus?" in June 1983 Reoder 's Digesf.

McGinty first rebutts Frosf's qftock on orchoeologicol
views of Asion-Americon discoveries, cit ing the discovery
of Joponese-style pottery in Voldivio, Ecuodor by Meggers
ond Evons in 1966. (See olso "Tronsoceonic Contoct by
Roymond Treot for more Asion-Americon evidence.)

In response to Frost 's dismissol  thot  the U.S.G.S. stone
is "not worthy of serious considerotion becouse fhe ploce
where i t  wos found connof be vis i fed ond inspected .  .  . "
M c G i n t y  r e l o t e s  t h e  d e i o i l e d  c h e m i c o l  t e s t i n g ,  p e t r o -
grophic onolysis,  ond ex-roy di f fusion studies performed
by Dr. Y. Wong, choirmon of the Deportment of Geology ot
the Not ionol  Universi fy of  Toiwon, which support  o Chino
or ig in .

Acknowledging Frost 's content ion thot the Polos Verdes
stones ore ninefeenth century relics of Chinese-Americon
f i s h e r m e n ,  J o m e s  M o r i o r t y  o n d  h i s  c o l l e o g u e s  w h o
o r i g i n o l l y  o n o l y z e d  t h e  o n c h o r s  o r e  r e p o r f e d  o s  " n o t

impressed by Frost 's orguments."  They stote:  "No ship
l o r g e  e n o u g h  t o  c o r r y  o n c h o r s  w e i g h i n g  4 0  f o  1 , 2 0 0
pounds would onchor in l0 to l5 feet  of  wofer,"  odding
thot there is no " f ishing reef"  os such ot  the discovery s i te.
T h e y  o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  l o  t e s t  o n d  e v o l u o f e  t h e  s l o n e s .
McGinty notes thot "(w)hotever the f inol  verdict  on the

Potton Escorpment ond Polos Verdes stones, i f  is  c leor ly
too lote in the gome to orgue thof Asions were not in the
Western Hemisphere before Columbus."

The second rebuttol ,  by Joy Stul ler ,  once ogoin points
out the vor iefy of  occumulof ing evidence fovor ing New
World contoct  by Asion vis i tors in the oncient post.  In foct ,
Stuller tells us thot Geogrophy Professor Stephen C. Jett,
Universi ty of  Col i fornio,  Dovis,  " .  .  .  is  o leoding outhor i ty
on possible pre-Columbion contoct  .  .  .  Some scholors
v e h e m e n i l y  d i s c o u n t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u c h  c o n t q c t s
ocross the Pocific, but Jett cloims they overestimote the
d i f f  i cu l t ies . "

Even more reveoling, in response to Frost's cloim thot
nineteenlh century Chinese fishermen were responsible
for the ortifocls, Stuller tells us of rore phofogrophs of
t h e s e  f  i s h i n g  b o o t s  w h i c h  s h o w  " o n l y  A m e r i c o n  i r o n
onchoring systems, not stone." He, too, points out the
growing body of evidence supporting contoct between
Asiq ond the New World.

BEYOND THE MYSTERY - ANOTHER MYSTERY
Why ol l  the st i r  over o few "rocks wi th holes dr i l led in

the middle of  them"? Both Stul ler  ond McGinty point  out
thot beyond evidence of o chinese origin for the stone
onchors is on intr iguing mystery:  Whot is the s igni f iconce
of these Asion visitors in the developmeni of the eorly
cul ture in the New World,  especiol ly Mesoomerico?

To better understond the significonce of fhis question, it
moy be helpful to review the prevoil ing theory regording
the or ig in of  c iv i l izot ions.  Al though o concise def in i f ion of
c iv i l izot ion is not ogreed upon, i f  is  commonly undersfood
t o  m e o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o  c o m p l e x  c u l t u r e  w i t h
vor ious sociol  ond iechnologicol  feotures.  ln generol ,  the
c u l t u r e s  t h o t  d e v e l o p e d  r e c e i v e d  n o  h e l p  f  r o m  o t h e r
civ i l izot ions which were s imultoneously growing in other
p o r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h i s  i s  r e f  e r r e d  t o  o s  t h e  t h e o r y  o f
isolot ionism or independent invent ion.

I n  s p i t e  o f  l o c k  o f  o g r e e m e n l  o n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n ,
(Conf inued on poge 20)

A f i  F(.'.t'f/ w - 
SHANG.
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Fig. 2-tocotions of the firsl clvilizotlons (occordlng to Donlel 1968222,29)
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nevertheless six oreos of the world hove been idenfif ied
where civil izotion "hoppened" or begon: Lower Mesopo-
lomio,  Ni le Vol ley,  Indus, Shong, Peru ond Mesoomerico
( S e e  m o p ,  f i g . 2 ) .  l t  i s  n o w  k n o w n  t h o t  t h e  e o r l i e r
c i v i l i z o t i o n  o f  S u m e r  i n  M e s o p o t o m i o  s t i m u l o f e d  d e -
velopment in Egypf ond the Indus Vol ley.  Becouse of  the
greot rugged mountoin ronges belween these oreos ond
Chino, direcf  inf luence hos not os reqdi ly been occepfed,
olthough there is some evidence lhot there wos "contoct
o n d  b o r r o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  W e s t . "  A l s o ,  o  p o s s i b l e
connection between Mesoomerico con be ocknowledged.
(Don ie l  1968:189,  S immons I  977:21) .

This "conioct ond borrowing" is o function of diffusion.
The strict definit ion of diffusionism stotes thot "every
moior humon invent ion wos mode in one ploce ond fhen
di f fused by t rode, migrot ing populof ions,  cul turol  conioct ,
o r  b o l d  e x p l o r e r s  f o  o t h e r  p o r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d "  ( F o g o n
1 9 7 8 : 3 8 ) .  T h e  b o s i c  p r i n c i p l e  i s  s e e n  o s  o  p r o c e s s  o f
spreoding invenl ions wi th in odiocent oreos. The presence
of the oceon borriers between the old ond New worlds
hos hindered occeptonce of  substont io l  d i rect  inf luence. l f
there were contocts, ond this odmission is reluctontly
occepted by some, they ore seen os occidentol, isoloted,
ond of no losting consequence. lf, for instonce, if were to
be odmitfed thot o Chinese fishermon londed in the New
World, if wos most l ikely thot he hod gotten tost, ond hod
not in lent ionol ly soi led for  th is hemisphere.  His inf luence
o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c u l t u r e  w o u l d  b e  o f  n o  s i g n i f  i c o n c e
becouse he would hove been obsorbed info the culture, or
d i e d .  l f  s u c h  o  c o n f o c t ( s )  l e f f  o n y  f  r o c e s  o f  i n f  l u e n c e ,
e v i d e n c e s  s h o u l d  b e  o p p o r e n f  i n  t h e  o f f e c t e d  o r e o  o f
c iv i l izot ion.

For mony yeors, ihe burden of "proof" for diffusion of
civil izofion to the New world loy in rigid requirements of
fhe definit ions of civil izofion ond diffusion not enforced in
other oreos. As long qs o mind-set exists ogoinsf o certoin
theory, recognition of the occumulotion of evidence is
r e o l l y  o  p h i l o s o p h i c o l / s p i r i t u o l  p r o b l e m .  T h e  B o o k  o f
M o r m o n  p o s i f i o n  o f  O l d  W o r l d  c i v i l i z o t i o n  b e i n g
responsible for New World civil izotion is strengthened by
occeptonce of the growing body of evidence in fovor of
old world influences in the New world. The scientif ic
community is chollenged by it becouse such o position
musl  leod to the only conclusion possible:  Thot c iv i l izof ion
begon only once - not six l imes.

As the current seorch for truth continues to bring this
imporfont question of the origin of civil izotion in the New
World info focus, moy we see the sfone onchor mysfery os
only o t r igger to onswering more of  the puzzl ing quest ions
confront ing scienf ists ond histor ions,  ond o cont inuof ion of
the convergence wifh the Book of Mormon.
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CHIIDREN OF MEN-f rom poge | 7
The Lord doeth nothing sove i t  be plo in unto fhem-2Ni l :112.  2Nl3:4
T h e  L o r d  i n v i t e f h  t h e m  o l l  t o  c o m e  u n t o  h i m ,  o n d  p o r t o k e  o f  h i s

g o o d n e s s - 2 N l l : l l 3

The doy cometh when oll things sholl be reveoled unfo them which ever
hove been omong them, ond which ever will be, even unio the end of

the  eo r fh -2N l  I  : 132 ,  144 ,  2N l  2 :96 ,  98
T h e  L o r d  G o d  w i l l  s h o w  u n t o  t h e m  f h o t  h e  i s  o b l e  f o  d o  h i s  o w n

w o r k - 2 N l l : 1 4 3

The Lord God will give unto them line upon line, precept upon precepl,
here o l i t t le  ond fhere o l i t t le-2N12:36

The Lord God br ings for th h is word unto them-2N12:57
The Lomb of God soid unto them, Follow thou me-2N 13:12
They ore shown:

t h o t  t h e  L o m b  o f  G o d  h u m b l e f h  h i m s e l f  b e f o r e  t h e  F o t h e r ,  o n d
witnesseth unto ihe Fother thot he would be obedienf unto him in
keeping his commondments-2Nl 3:9

the siroightness of the poth, ond the norrowness of the gote by which
they should enter-2N I 3: I I

They will not seek wisdom-Mos5:85
They ore os o wild flock, which fleeth from the shepherd, ond scoffereth,

ond ore driven, ond ore devoured by the beosis of the forest-Mos5:g6
Their heorts ore folse ond unsfeody-H4:48
They ore foolish, voin, evil, devil ish, quick to do iniquity ond slow to do

good-H4:53

They ore quick to do iniquify ond be led owoy by ihe evil one-A2l:37
They ore quick to forget  the [ord-A2l :37
They ore less thon the dust of the eorth-H4:57
Their  nothingness is  greot-H4:57
Al l  th ings which hove been mode known unto them shol l  be fu l f i l led-

3 N l  :  l 4
Their heorts ore stirred up by the wicked unto bloodshed-Mm2:6
Jesus christ ceoseth to do mirocles omong them becouse they dwindle

in unbelief, ond deport from the righf woy, ond know nof the God in
whom they should trusi-Mm4:83

Christ is fi l led with compossion toword them-Mosg:35
Christ stonds between them ond iusfice-Mos8:37
The Lord exfends the orm of mercy towords them thot puf their trust in

h im-Mos l3 :37
The portion of the word of God thot is shored wifh them depends on the

heed ond di l igence which ihey give unfo him-A9:16
Al l  of  the Lord 's words unio rhem wi l l  be fu l f i l led-A22:19
They will receive the seoled portion in fhe own due time of the Lord-

E t l : 9 2
God con do no mirocle omong them without  fo i th-Et5:13,  30
Jesus hos prepored o ploce for them-Et5:33
There ore divers woys fhof God monifests things un?o them-Mi7:23
lf mirocles ceose or if ongels no longer oppeor, then wo unto them, for

il is becouse of unbeliel-Mi7:42
The Lord is  merci fu l  unto them-MiI0:3
God works by power occording fo their foiih-Mil O:7
s p i r i t u o l  g i f t s  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  d o n e  o w o y  o n l y  o c c o r d i n g  t o  ? h e i r

unbe l ie f -M i l0 :  l 4
wo unto them if the power ond gifts of God shoil be done owoy omong
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them for there sholl be none thot doeth good omong them, no not

one-M i l0 :  I  8 - l  9

ATTRIBUTES OF THE CHILDREN OF CHRIST

They do not  f r i f le  wi th lhe words of  Chr ist -Mosl :39 (see olso 2Nl4:3,

M o s 2 : I ,  M o s l : 9 1 )

They heorken io lhe words of  Chr ist 'Mosl :39 (see olso Mosl :91)

They open their  eors thot  they moy heor-Mosl :39

They open their  heorts thot  they moy understond-Mosl :39

They open their minds thoi the mysteries of God moy be unfolded to

the i r  v iew-Mos l :39

They keep the commondments of  God-Mosl :55,  58,  88

They ore di l igenf  in keeping the commondments of  the Lord-Mos2:10

They render fo their  heovenly Fother o l l  thot  they hove ond ore-Mosl :77

They know ond believe ond do not fronsgress the prophecies which hove

been spoken by the holy prophets-Mosl :77-79

They ol low the Spir i f  of  the lord to guide fhem-Mosl :79

They  y ie ld  to  the  en f i c ings  o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t 'Mos l :120

They wolk in wisdom's poth-Mosl :79

They ore blessed-Mosl  :88

They ore blessed in o l l  th ings,  both temporol  ond spir i tuol-Mosl :89

They ore hoppy-Mosl :88

They do noi  rebel  ogoinsf  God-Mosl :80

l f  they hold out  fo i thfu l  lo the end,  they ore received into heoven, thot

thereby fhey moy dwel l  wi th God in o stote of  never ending hoppiness-

M o s l : 9 0

They  humb le  themse lves -Mos l  :  I  18 ,  120

Even in ihe depfhs of  humi l i ty-Mos2:21

They olwoys refo in in remembronce their  own nothingness-Mos2:20

They  o re  submiss i ve -Mos l  :120
They ore meek-Mosl  : ' l  20

They  become os  l i t t l e  ch i l d ren -Mos l  :  I  I  8 ,  120

T h e y  b e l i e v e  f h o t  s o l v o l i o n  i s  f h r o u g h  t h e  o t o n i n g  b l o o d  o f  C h r i s t -

M o s l : l ' 1 8

They  pu t  o f f  t he  no lu ro l  mon-Mos l :120

They v iew themselves in their  own cornol  stote even less thon fhe dust

o f  the  eo r th -Mos2 :2 ,  1 :61

They  become o  so in t -Mos l :120

They ore pot ient-Mosl  :120

They  o re  fu l l  o f  l ove -Mos l :120

They ore wi l l ing ro submit  to o l l  th ings which the Lord seeth f i t  to inf l ic t

upon  them,  even  os  o  ch i l d  do th  submi t  f o  h i s  fo the r -Mos l :120

They hove the feor of  the Lord-Mos2: l

They cry for  mercy-Mos2:3

They receive forgiveness of  their  s ins 'Mos2:3

Their  heorts ore pur i f ied-Mos2:3

They bel ieve in Jesus Chr ist -Mos2:4

They hove exceeding fo i ih in Jesus Chr ist -Mos2:6

They ore f i l led wi th ioy-Mos2:5
They hove exceeding greot  ioy-Mos2:19
They receive o remission of  their  s ins-Mos2:6,  l9

They hove peoce of conscience'Mos2:6

They hove o knowledge of

the goodness of God-Mos2:8-9, 20

ond his motchless power-Mos2:9

ond his wisdom-Mos2:9

ond his pot ience-Mos2:9

ond his longsuf fer ing towords ihe chi ldren of  men-Mos2:9,  20

ond the olonement which hos been prepored f rom the foundot ion

of  the wor ld-Mos2:10

They put  their  l rusf  in the Lord-Mos2:10

They cont inue in the fo i th even the l i fe of  the morfo l  body-Mos2:10

They receive solvot ion-Mos2: l  I

They bel ieve:
in  God-Mos2 :  l 3 -14

tho t  he  i s -Mos2 :13

thot  he creofed ol l  th ings both in heoven ond in eor ih-Mos2:13

fhot  he hos ol l  wisdom ond ol l  power,  both in heoven ond in eorth-

M o s 2 :  I 4
t h o f  m o n  d o t h  n o i  c o m p r e h e n d  o l l  t h i n g s  w h i c h  t h e  L o r d  c o n

comprehend-Mos2: l5
thot  rhey must repent of  their  s ins ond forsoke ihem, ond humble

themselves before God ond osk in s incer i ty  of  heort  thot  he wi l l

forgive them-Mos2:16 (ond they do these th ings-Mos2:17)

They hove come io the knowledge of  the glory of  God'Mos2:I8

They hove fosied of the love of God-Mos2:I9

They olwoys retoin in remembronce the greotness of God-Mos2:20

They col l  on the nome of  the Lord doi ly-Mos2:2\

They stond steodfostly in the foith of thot which is fo come (Chrisr)-

M o s 2 : 2 1
They olwoys reioice-Mos2:22

They ore olwoys f i l led wi th the love of  God-Mos2:22

They olwoys reto in o remission of  their  s ins-Mos2:22

They grow in the knowledge of the glory of lheir creotor-Mos2:23

They grow in the knowledge of thot which is iusf ond true-Mos2:23

They do not hove o mind fo iniure one onolher'Mos2:24

They five peoceobly-Mos2:24

They render to every mon occording to thot which is his due-Mos2:24

They do not suffer their children to go hungry or noked-Mos2:25

They do not  suf fer  their  chi ldren to t ronsgress the lows of  God, ond f ight

ond quorrel one with onolher, ond serve the devil 'Mos2:26

They teoch fheir  chi ldren:
to wolk in ihe woys of truth ond soberness-Mos2:27

to love one onother'Mos2:27

to serve one onoiher-Mos2:27

They succor those fhot  stond in need of  their  succor 'Mos2:28

T h e y  o d m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e i r  s u b s l o n c e  u n t o  h i m  t h o t  s t o n d e f h  i n  n e e d -

Mos2 :28

They do not  suf fer  thof  the beggor put teth up his pet i t ion to them in voin

ond turn him out  fo per ish-Mos2:29

They recognize fhot they ore beggors'Mos2:32

God gronts to them whotsoever they osk thot is right-Mos2:36

They ore guilf less-Mos2:42

They import  of  their  subslonce to poor occording io thol  which fhey hove:

fhey feed fhe hungry,  c lothe the noked, v is i t  fhe s ick ond odminister

to their  re l ief ,  both spir i tuol ly  ond temporol ly ,  occording to their

wonts-Mos2:43

They do ol l  these ih ings in wisdom ond order-Mos2:44'45

They do nof run fosler thon fhey hove sirength-Mos2:44

They re lurn the th ings which they borrow-Mos2:46

T h e y  w o f  c h :  t h e m s e l v e s ,  f  h e i r  t h o u g h t s ,  t h e i r  w o r d s ,  f  h e i r  d e e d s -

Mos2 :49
They observe to keep fhe commondments of God-Mos2:49

A mighty chonge is wrought in fheir  heorts-Mos3:3,  9

They hove greot views of thot which is to come-Mos3:4

Were i i  expedienf ,  ihey could prophesy of  o l l  th ings-Mos3:4

They ore wi l l ing to enter  into o covenonf wi th God to do his wi l l  ond to

b e  o b e d i e n t  t o  h i s  c o m m o n d m e n l s  i n  o l l  t h i n g s  t h o t  h e  s h o l l

commond fhem ol l  the remoinder of  their  doys-Mos3:6

They receive o new nome, chi ldren of  Chr ist ,  h is sons ond his doughters-

Mos3 :8 -9
They ore born of  Chr ist -Mos3:9

They ore spir i tuol ly  begotten of  Chr ist 'Mos3:9

They ore mode f ree-Mos3:10

They endure-Mos3: I  I

They ore steodfost ,  immovoble-Mos3:21

They olwoys obound in good works-Mos3:21

They seorch di l igent ly  in the l ight  bf  Chr ist ,  thot  fhey moy know good

f  rom ev i l -M i7 :  l 8

They loy hold upon every good th ing,  ond condemn i t  nof-Mi7:18=

PURPOSE-f rom poge | 4
o f  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  h i s t o r y  h o s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  i n  i h e

potterns of  these present doy Moyo longuoges. There is

one other bi t  of  informot ion which should be menf ioned.

The Muleki tes or people of  Zorqhemlo were or ig inol ly

f  r o m  t h e  t r i b e  o f  J u d o h  w h e r e o s  t h e  N e p h i t e s  o n d

Lomonites were or ig inol ly f rom the tr ibe of  Monossoh.

This di f ference could help in some woy to dist inguish the

Muleki tes f rom the other seven tr ibes.  l f  is  d i f f icul t  fo soy

how long i t  wi l l  be before we con begin to to lk conf ident ly

obout the locotion of the eight Book of Mormon tribes of
ony given t ime per iod.  We do bel ieve, however,  fhot  i t  is

(Cont inued on poge 22)
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PURPOSE-from poge 2l

not o motter of if, only when becouse our belief is bosed
o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h o t  w h o t  i s  i n  f  h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  i s
there for o purpose.

Two further commenfs obout tribes should be mode.
Becouse there were four t r ibes under fhe Nephite rober,
we would expect fhof these four tribes would hove been
desfroyed by the Lomonites in A.D. 385, leoving the four
o t h e r  t r i b e s .  T h e r e f  o r e ,  w e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  f  i n d  f o u r
regionol potterns ofter this time. The indentif icotion of
these four regionol potterns would be eqsier becouse they
would be doted loter in t ime. Finol ly,  the use of  the word
t r i b e  i n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  n o l  t h e  s o m e  o s  i t  i s  u s e d  i n
o n t h r o p o l o g y .  I n  o n t h r o p o l o g y ,  t r i b o l  s i z e  i s  i n  t h e
hundreds. Populotions of the eight Book of Mormon tribes
ot vor ious t imes would hove numbered in the tens ond
hundreds of  thousonds. Populot ions of  these sizes would
hove been necessory to produce ihe kinds of regionol
potterns referred to here (for more on Book of Mormon
populotions see Recenl Book of Mormon Developmenls
poges 30-33).

MORMON'S HIDDEN'I'IESSAGE
Mormon 's  h idden messoge,  found in  A lmo l3 :68-14 :1 ,

hos olreody been discussed in Recenl Book of Mormon
D e v e l o p m e n t s  p o g e s  7 5 - 7 6 .  T o  b r i e f l y  s u m m o r i z e ,
Mormon gives us in Almo l3:68-80 the bosic geogrophic
f r o m e w o r k  f o r  f h e  e n t i r e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  T h i s
informot ion wos not on the lorge plofes of  Nephi  which
Mormon wos obridging but wqs inserted by Mormon. Why
wos this informqtion included in the Book of Mormon? The
only possible purpose is thoi the lord intends for us to
h o v e  o  c o m p l e t e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  g e o g r o p h y .  T h e
inclusion of  th is bosic aeogrophic f romework lends further
credence to our belief thot the eight regionol potterns wil l
be helpful to Book of Mormon geogrophy.

THE ATMOST 4OO VERSES
The purpose pr inciple con olso be oppl ied to the olmost

4 0 0  v e r s e s  d e o l i n g  w i t h  g e o g r o p h y  i n  t h e  B o o k  o f
Mormon. Why ore they there? Becouse we believe there is
no "fi l ler" in the Book of Mormon we ogoin conclude they
w e r e  p r o v i d e d  s o  t h o t  e v e n f u o l l y  w e  w o u l d  h o v e  o
c o m p l e t e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  g e o g r o p h y .  M o n y  p e o p l e
crit icize the Book of Mormon becouse of the omount of
spqce devoied to wqrs. some believers even use this os on
excuse nol fo sfudy lhe Book of Mormon. However, the
opplicotion of the purpose principle demonstrqtes thot the
occounts of the wors hove q purpose-to provide us with
geogrophic informof ion.  In oddi t ion,  the descr ipt ions of
the foil i f icotions constructed by chief coptoin Moroni
h o v e  p r o v i d e d  u s  w i f  h  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  o r c h o e o l o g i c o l
confirmotions thot the Book of Mormon is on occurote
historicol document. The fortif icqtions from the site of
Becon, locqted in fhe Moyo lowlonds, perfectly motch the
Book of Mormon descriptions (see Recent Book of Mormon
Developments poges 25-26). Besides Becon, forfificofions
ore known for other Moyo cit ies such os the mossive sites
of Tikql ond El Mirodor. The eight tribes, Mormon,s hidden
m e s s o g e  o n d  t h e  o l m o s t  4 0 0  v e r s e s  p r o v i d e  u s  w i l h  o

threefold onswer thot whofever is in the Book of Mormon
of o geogrophic noture is definitely fhere for o purpose.

THE PARABTE OF ZENOS
T h e r e  o r e  m o n y  o t h e r  i l l u s t r o f  i o n s  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e

p r i n c i p l e  i n  f  h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  i n  o d d i t i o n  t o  t h o s e
deol ing wi fh geogrophy. The poroble of  Zenos, found in
the third chopter of  Jocob, is on excel lenf  exomple.  Why is
this poroble in the Book of Mormon? Moybe we do not
know the ful l  onswer fo th is quest ion yef buf th is poroble
i s  n o  d o u b t  f  h e  s o u r c e  w h i c h  i s  o l l u d e d  t o  i n  t h e  B i b l e
when Poul  to lks obouf on ol ive t ree (Romons I  l :16-2a).
The inclusion of  th is poroble in the Book of  Mormon moy
somedoy soon be the meons to help mony people occept
the Book of Mormon os the word of God. The poroble wos,
of course, token from the plotes of bross, which ore now in
M o r m o n ' s  l i b r o r y  i n  h i l l  C u m o r o h .  A n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e
r e o s o n  w h y  t h i s  p o r o b l e  w o s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  B o o k  o f
M o r m o n  w o s  o s  o n  o i d e  t o  o s s i s f  u s  i n  u n d e r s t o n d i n g
God's plon for the resforofion of the House of lsrqel.

THE T 58 YEARS
T h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  c o v e r s  o b o u t  2 g O O  y e o r s  o f

history. Yet, obout 60% of the entire book is devoted to o
per iod of  only 158 yeors.  The 158 yeor per iod begins wi th
the f i rst  chopter of  Mosioh which is doted ot  124 B.C. ond
ends with the oppeoronce ond teochings of  Chr ist  (A.D.
34) in 3 Nephi .  Whot k ind of  qnswer would we receive i f
we oppl ied the purpose pr inciple to fh is port  of  the book?
In other words,  why ore we given ol l  th is detoi l  obout fh is
port iculor 158 yeor per iod when we ore fo ld so l i t t le obout
m o s t  o f  t h e  r e m o i n d e r  o f  t h e  2 8 0 0  y e o r  h i s f o r y ?  O n e
possible onswer is fhot  fh is informot ion wos given os o
type ond o shodow for fhe kinds of conditions thot would
exist  on the eorth pr ior  to the coming of  Chr ist  in our doy.

Mony more exomples could be given, such os the words
of lsoioh, but enough hove been ci ted to i l lustrote fhe
pr inciple thot  whot is in the Book of  Mormon is there for  o
purpose. The next t ime you study the Book of Mormon,
remember to osk the question, "Why is fhis in the Book of
Mormon?" -

EXPERIMENT-from poge | |
permifted to experience, in port, the "bosom of efernity,,
for which the "doys of probotion" were designed. As I wos
i n  f  i n o l  p r e p o r o t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e r m o n  f o r  D i c k  A n k n e y ' s
funerol  something unusuol  hoppened. I  wos si t t ing in o
q u i e t  r o o m  b y  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  l o w e r  f  l o o r  o f  o  h o m e  i n
Columbus, Ohio, ond reqding scriptures oppropriote for
the funerol memoriol. As I reod the phrose from the Book
o f  D o c f  r i n e  o n d  C o v e n o n t s  " b o s o m  o f  e f e r n i t y , ,  I  w o s
ollowed, in porl to enfer the bosom of eternity. For o short
period of t ime I wos ollowed to puf into perspective how
t h e  " d o y s  o f  p r o b o f  i o n "  w e r e  r e l q t e d  t o  f  h e  b o s o m  o f
eternity. All the irritofions, temptofions ond pettiness of
humon living in ihe frome of reference of "noruror mon"
foded info insignificonce os lhe perception of "spirituol
mon" emerged.

I sensed how importont it wos to ovoid foll ing victim to
fhe irritotions, femptotions ond petfiness of noturol mon. I
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sensed how imporlonf it wos to reolize fhe truth of Mosioh

I :  I  16 ond to oct  i f  out :
And moreover, I soy unto you, thot there sholl be no other nome

given, nor ony ofher woy nor meons whereby solvofion con come

unto the children of men, only in ond through the nome of Chrisf,

the Lord Omnipotent.

I olso sensed how importonf it wos to reolize thot God hos

promised q woy to occomplish oll his works if we remoin

righteous. "spirituol mon" becomes o begoften son ond

doughter of  God ond el ig ib le for  the celest io l  k ingdom by
l iv ing by the t ruth thot  there is no other nome given nor
o n y  o t h e r  w o y  n o r  m e o n s  f o r  s o l v o t i o n  e x c e p t  i n  o n d
through the nome of Chr ist .

In 1963 Apost le Arthur A. Ookmon invi ted me to shqre

ministry in the reunion ot  Polmer Loke, Colorodo. Dur ing

t h e  r e u n i o n  A l m o  S h e e h y ,  m i n i s t e r  i n  c h o r g e  o f  t h e

Denver oreo, shored in privote his experience with one of

the fhree Nephites.  He invi ted me ond my wife to io in him

ofter the evening service in the quief ond peoce of on oreq
in bock of the reunion grounds. He recounted how he hod

b e e n  o w o k e n e d  o n e  n i g h t  o n d  b e c k o n e d  t o  f o l l o w  o
p e r s o n q g e  t o  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m .  I n  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  t h e

personoge ident i f ied himsel f  os one of  the fhree Nephifes.

T h e y t o l k e d  f o r  o b o u t  o n  h o u r  o r  s o  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e

conversot ion concerning future events.  We were fhr i l led

by the qccount given by Almo Sheehy.
In recent yeors fhe seculorizotion of the churches of the

world hos been wiinessed os port of the iniquity of the

lot ter  doys. Nowhere is th is more opporenf thon omong

t h e  l e o r n e d  p e o p l e  w h o  f o l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  t h e m s e l v e s
through the terr ib le oddict ion thot ihe " l i fe of  the mind" is

sufficient. The Book of Mormon drows our ottenlion in

unmistokoble words to the dongers of  being leorned ond

n o t  h e o r k e n i n g  u n i o  t h e  c o u n s e l  o f  G o d  o s  f o u n d  i n  l l

Neph i  6 :57-61

O fhot  cunning plon of  fhe evi l  one!

O the voinness,  ond the f ro i l i ies,  ond the fool ishness of  men!

W h e n  t h e y  o r e  l e o r n e d ,  t h e y  l h i n k  t h e y  o r e  w i s e ,  o n d  t h e y

h e o r k e n  n o t  u n t o  i h e  c o u n s e l  o f  G o d ,  f o r  t h e y  s e t  i t  o s i d e ,

supposing ihey know of themselves;

Wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness, ond it profiteth them not.

And they shol l  per ish.

But fo be leorned is good, if they heorken unto the counsels of

God.

The ut ter  ond complete t ruth of  these scr iptures in the

Book of Mormon iust quoted hos been o bolonce wheel in

my l i fe ond port iculor ly so os I  studied ot  the Universi ty of

Chicogo for the Ph.D. degree. All of the temptotions of

sel f - love surround o groduote student who direct ly or

indirect ly is tempted by sel f -concei t .  Without the spir i tuol

experiences connected with the Book of Mormon I doubt

t h o t  I  c o u l d  h o v e  s u r v i v e d  t h e  v o i n n e s s ,  f  r o i l t i e s  o n d

fool ishness ossocioted with fhe cul ture ond mentol i ty of
g r o d u o t e  s c h o o l .  T h e  r i g h t e o u s  o P p r o o c h  t o  h i g h e r

educot ion ot  o l l  levels is fo support  the pr inciple fhot  we

should seek leorning by study ond olso by fo i rh.  This is

olso expressed in fhe t ru ih thot  h igher educot ion wi l l  be

h e f  p f  u l  i n  b u i l d i n g  T i o n  w h e n  f h e  e d u c o t e d  m i n d  i s

consfont ly heorkening unto the counsels of  God.

I n  1 9 8 0  o  l o n g t i m e  o n d  c l o s e  f  r i e n d  o f  m i n e  i n  t h e

islonds of the seo received light for me. I wos told "to

ossemble, compile, ond write" on the truths of the gospel.

I n  1 9 8 0  |  b e g o n  w r i t i n g  o  b o o k  i n  o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e

direction received. My wife suggested the fit le, "The Word

of Christ." lt wos immediotely opporenf fhoi the book

s h o u l d  s e e k  t o  p r e s e n t  f h e  e f e r n o l  o n d  i n t e r n o l

c o n s i s t e n c i e s  o f  t r u t h  f  r o m  t h e  s c r i p l u r e s .  E t e r n o l

consistencies of  t ruth wi l l  be found in ol l  revelot ions of

God through oll the oges. Internol consistencies of truth

wi l l  be found within ond between the Inspired Version of

the Holy Scriptures, the Book of Doctrine ond Covenqnts,

ond the Book of Mormon.
As I wrote the monuscript for my book I perceived thot

it wos importont to use scriptures from the fhree sfondord

books to introduce eqch chopter ond then use scriptures

from ihe three stondord books to support oll the moior

points throughout eoch chopter. The Book of Mormon wos

port iculor ly helpful  in present ing the word of  Chr ist .
In writ ing the book I wos directed to study the qccount

o f  t h e  t h r e e  N e p h i t e s  o n d  o n g e l s  f  r o m  f h e  " i n v i s i b l e

world." l sensed os never before the power of the divine

resources ovoi loble to us f rom the invis ib le wor ld i f  we

l ived in r ighteousness. I  wos reminded ogoin dur ing fhe

wri t ing process thot i t  is  possible for  us to l ive in such

c o m p l e t e  f o i t h  o n d  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  t h o t  w e  m i g h t  b e

ministered to by ongels doi ly os recorded in l l l  Nephi  3:59:

And it come lo poss thot they were ongry with him, even becouse

he hod greoler power thon they, for it were not possible thot they

could disbel ieve his words,  for  so greot  wos his fo i th on the Lord

Jesus Chr ist ,  thot  ongels d id minisfer  unto him doi ly ;

Just before I entered the militory service in World Wor l l

I  hod my potr iorchol  b lessing. Hormon A. Higgins gove the

blessing ond indicoted thof I  would be given " incontro '

vert ib le evidence" thot  Jesus wos the Chr ist .  This wos

ful f i l led in my World Wor l l  exper ience, in my Afton, lowo

experience, ond olher experiences through the yeors

cl imoxing in the exper iences ossociofed with wr i t ing the

book, "The Word of Chrisi."
Dur ing the per iod of  quest ioning, doubt ond r id icule of

the scriptures of the Book of Mormon by some teochers

o n d  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  o c o d e m i c  w o r l d ,  m y  t e s t i m o n y

remoined thot Jesus is the Chr ist ,  born of  the v i rg in Mory,

becouse of the incontrovertible evidence given to me

mony t imes.
My spirituol consciousness wos profoundly focused on

Almo l6 : l5 l  os  I  reod the  scr ip tu res  dur ing  Wor ld  Wor  l l :

But behold, if ye will owoke ond orouse your foculfies, even to

experiment upon my words, ond exercise o porticle of foith; yeo,

even if ye con no more ihon desire fo believe, lef this desire work

in you, even until ye believe in o monner thof ye con give ploce for

o portion of my words.

T h i s  b e c o m e  t h e  t h e m e  o f  m y  l i f e  f  r o m  t h e  d r o m o t i c

e x p e r i e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n f h  o f  r e o d i n g  f  h e  B o o k  o f

Mormon. Dur ing moments of  errors of  commission ond

omission, ol t  of  us ore col led bock to God through Almo

l6:  l5 l  .  Repentonce, forgiveness ore int imotely connected

with exper iment ing uPon the word of  Chr ist .  Commit t ing

t o  e f e r n o l  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  i n t i m o t e l y  c o n n e c f e d  w i l h

exper iment ing upon the word of  Chr ist .
(Conf inued on poge 24)
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EXPERIMENT-from poge 23

As lwrote my book ond os lwrote fhese test imonies the
S p i r i t  o n c e  o g o i n  c o n f i r m e d  f o  m e  w i t h  p o w e r  o n d
ossuronce thot lhe Book of Mormon is true, thof Jesus is
t h e  C h r i s i  o n d  t h o t  T i o n  w i l l c o m e  t o  p o s s  p r i o r  t o  t h e
return of Jesus !
(Editor's Note: Reoders who ore inferested moy purchose
The Word  o f  Chr is t  wr i t ten  by  Roymond D.  Z inser  by
c o n t o c t i n g  f  h e  S c h o o l  o f  S q i n t s  ,  S 2 O  W .  M o p l e ,
Independence, MO 64050, 816-833-0491. The pr ice is
$12.95  p lus  $1 .25  fo r  pos toge.

JADE-from poge 5
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tIAHONA-from poge 9
w o s  c u t  i n t o  t h e  d i o l  f o c e  f  r o m  t h e  c e n t e r  o u t  t o  e o c h
section. This groove wos fi l led with o white substonce. On
t h e  h o n d s  i n s i d e  t h e  b o l l ,  w h i c h  w e r e  q u i t e  o r n o t e ,
oppeored writ ing which chonged from time to time (l
Nephi 5:34,35). The boll i tself wos mode of f ine bross
workmonship ond wos divided into fourteen sections,
much like on oronge is sectioned (fig. 6). The socred Moyo
s t e p p e d  f  r e f  d e s i g n ,  w h i c h  i s  s y m b o l i c  o f  C h r i s t ,  w o s
oround the opening on the top of  the l iohono. Around the
oufside of the boll, iust below the center, wos o series of
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circulor ponels thql  contoined wri t ings ( l  Nephi  5:31,32).  I
chose nol to show ony writ ing on the oufside of rhe boll
even though messoges oppeored here olso. Just obove
t h i s  w o s  o  s e r i e s  o f  o p e n i n g s  w h i c h  f o r m e d  o  d e s i g n
oround rhe boll. These openings permiiled l ight lo enler
so fhe diol foce could be cleorly seen through the opening
on the top. Af lost I wos reody to point the l iohono. I wos
given greot freedom os I pointed, ollowing me fo depict
the reflections in the bross ond the coloring wifhout the
usuo.l reference from which fo work.

After shoring ihis testimony qt the dedicotion of the
office I found out from o church member who hod worked
in o sopphire mine in Montono thot sopphire is the most
perfect beoring surfoce known to mon ond wos used os o
beor ing surfoce for bomb si te needles dur ing World Wor
l l .  F o r  f  h i s  r e o s o n  I  b e l i e v e  f  h e  t w o  l i o h o n o  n e e d l e s
r o t o l e d  o n  s o p p h i r e  b e o r i n g s  o n d  t h o t  i s  w h y  I  w o s
impressed to mqke the color of the diol foce blue-green
which is o common sopphire color.

I believe the Lord hos brought me to this point in my
l i f e .  l f  I  h o d  o s k e d  f o r  H i s  d i r e c l i o n  w h e n  l w o s  f i r s t
moking my coreer plons I believe I would hove reoched
this point  sooner.  However,  the ski l ls  ond obi l i t ies leorned
in other oreos of ort con olso be dedicoted fo His use.

I feel the Lord hos extended my life thqt I might hove o
p o r t  i n  H i s  w o r k  o f  e s t o b l i s h i n g  Z i o n .  l m u s l  g e t  m y
priorit ies where fhey should be. My desire is thot I con
s p e n d  f  u l l  t i m e  p o i n t i n g  s o  f  h e  s f o r i e s  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f
Mormon might come ol ive v isuol ly.  l 'm sure thot in God's
t iming this desire wi l l  be gronted.:
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