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"And he that will not harden his heart, to him is given the greater portion ol the word ...,, Alma g:7g

by Vernei l  Simmons

There ore seven feosts of  lsroel  os descr ibed in chopter
23 of  Levi t icus.  The feosts of  Possover,  Unleovened Breod
ond F i rs f  F ru i l s  occur  in  the  f i rs f  monfh  o f  fhe  re l ig ious
colendor.  Pentecosf comes 50 doys of ter  First  Frui ts ond
the lost  three feosts-Trumpets,  Atonement ond Tober-
6q6lss-qccur in the seventh month of  the rel ig ious yeor.
We know these feosts ore o key to understonding history.
They were ond ore prophecies of  events to come. The f i rst
f o u r  f e o s f s  h o v e  o l r e o d y  b e e n  f  u l f  i l l e d  b y  h i s t o r i c o l
evenfs.  The lost  three feosfs ore yet  to be ful f i l led.  The
feosfs ore olso o key lo understonding scr ipture.  We ore
told by the chiosm in the f  i rst  two verses of  I  st  Nephi  thot
fhe leorning of  the Jews is o key to understonding the
Book of Mormon. The feosts represent one of the most
i rnportont ports of  the leorning of  the Jews. We know the
Nephites kepf the low of  Moses which included the feosts.

A study of  the feosts hos brought new insight to the
occounf of  Chr ist 's  ministry in 3rd Nephi .  Two moior oreos
w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e :  I  )  f h e  l i m i n g  o f  C h r i s t ' s
o p p e o r o n c e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  o n d
2) the sequence of  events leoding up to fhe Lord's Supper.

THE TIMING OF CHRIST'S APPEARANCE
S i n c e  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  o c c o u n t  s i o t e s  t h o t  t h e

Nephi tes were s t i l l  observ ing the low of  Moses,  i t  seems
l o g i c o l t o  s u p p o s e  t h o i  t h e  g o f  h e r i n g  o t  t h e  t e m p l e  i n
Bount i fu l  wos in  observonce of  one of  the ho ly  doys os
requ i red  by  l ow .  l t  wou ld  occoun t  f o r  t he  go the r i ng  o f
peop le  f  r om d i s ton t  o reos ,  os  i s  i nd i co ted  i n  t he  t ex t .  We
k n o w  t h o l  t h e  c r u c i f  i x i o n  o f  o u r  L o r d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e
sp r i ng  (Morch  o r  Ap r i l  o f  ou r  co lendo r ) .  l t  wos  l o te r  i ho l
yeo r  t ho t  he  oppeo red  i n  Boun t i f u l  ( 3  Neph i  4 :74 ) .

A m o n g  t h e  f  e o s t  d o y s  o f  l s r o e l ,  f  h e  f  i r s t  d o y  o f  t h e
seven th  mon th  (T i sh r i )  o f  t he  re l i g i ous  co lendo r  wos  o f
s p e c i o l  i m p o r t o n c e .  T h i s  w o s  t h e  d o y  f  o r  t h e  F e o s f  o f
Trumpets .  l f  morked the beginn ing of  the c iv i l  yeor  ond
in t roduced o fen doy per iod o f  repenlonce ond otonement ,
ending in  Yom Kippur  or  the Feost  o f  Atonemenf .  F ive
doys lo ter ,  the l5 fh  o f  T ishr i ,  the Feost  o f  Tobernoc les wos
celebroted.  Thus the Feost  o f  Trumpets  or  Rosh Hoshonoh,
os i t  is  known todoy,  in t roduced the three fo l l  fes f ivo ls .

The f i rs t  doy o f  T ishr i  is  determined by the oppeoronce
o f  t h e  n e w  m o o n  o n d  i s  o  f l o o t i n g  d o t e .  l t  o c c u r s  i n
S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r  o f  o u r  m o d e r n  c o l e n d o r .  l t  w o s
chorocferized by the repeoted sounding of the shofor
( r o m ' s  h o r n )  c o l l i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  r e p e n f o n c e .  M o n y
b e l i e v e  t h o t  o n  o  R o s h  H o s h o n o h  o f  t h e  f  u f  u r e ,  G o d ' s
l rumpet  sho l l  sound,  rhe deod shol l  be ro ised qnd the i r

iudgment  g iven.  Thus,  Rosh Hoshonoh,  o long wi th  Yom



K i p p u r  ( t h e  D o y  o f  A t o n e m e n t )  o n d  t h e  F e o s t  o f

Tobernocles, hove o very greof prophetic significonce for

these feosls look forword to thot doy when Messioh wil l

come, rqise the deod, iudge the world ond esfoblish his

mi l lenniol  k ingdom on eodh.
During the three doys of totol dorkness, while Chrisf

wos in the tomb, the people in fhis lond heord o voice from

heoven coll ing fhem to repentonce. The voice declored
thot the blood socrif ices ond burnt offerings of the post

were done owoy ond were no longer occeptoble. Insfeod,
the people were told rhey were to offer o broken heort

o n d  o  c o n t r i f e  s p i r i f  ( 3  N e p h i  4 : 4 9 \ .  L o t e r  t h o s e  w h o
gothered fo the temple must hove hod mony questions os
fo how they were fo celebrole the foll festivols. Thus, Rosh
Hoshonoh, fhe first feost of the foll feosts, wos certoinly
on oppropriote doy for Christ's opPeoronce.

C o n  w e  s u g g e s t  o  d q t e  f o r  t h o t  p o r t i c u l q r  F e o s t  o f
T r u m p e f s ?  J o s e p h  S m i r h  w o s  f i r s t  s h o w n  t h e  N e p h i t e

the plotes of Nephi, but the lord forbid if, soying, I will try the foith
of my people; therefore, l, Mormon, do write the things which
hove been commonded me of  the Lord.  3 Nephi  I2:5

Out of the weolth of moteriol ovoiloble to him, Mormon
hod to leove out mony detoi ls whi le moking sure he did
record those things the Lord hod commonded him to write.
Thus whot he did write corries the outhority of fhe Lord's
opprovol .  l t  hos become on esfobl ished pr inciple thof  whof
is in the Book of Mormon is fhere for o purpose.

Ordinonces Estoblished
We leorn f rom Mormon's occount fhot on fhe first doy of

his oppeoronce, Chr ist  estobl ished ol l  the ordinonces of
the gospel. He either gove commondments concerning fhe
o r d i n o n c e s  s u c h  o s  b o p f i s m  b y  w o f e r  o n d  t h e  L o r d ' s
Supper or he demonstroted them os in the heoling of the
sick,  the blessing of  the chi ldren ond in the ordoining of
ihe twelve.  He olso preoched o sermon, which is olso on
o r d i n o n c e  ( D & C  5 3 : 2 b ) .  C h r i s t  e x p l o i n s  w h y  t h i s  w o s
necessory:

A n d  t h e r e  s h o l l  b e  n o  d i s p u l o f  i o n s  o m o n g  y o u ,  o s  t h e r e  h o t h
hi fherto been; nei ther shol l  there be disputot ions omong you
concerning the points of my doctrine, os fhere hoth hitherto been.

3 Nephi  5:29

Then he told them whot his doctr ine wos, os we reod in 3
Nephi 5:32-43.

I t  would oppeor thot  the church, os i f  wos operot ing
before Chr ist 's  oppeoronce (3 Nephi  3:56-70),  hod some
ser ious problems, even disputot ions over the monner of
bopfism ond other points of doctrine. lt wos necessory for
Christ to set the church in order ond he proceeded to do
fhof immediotely.  He col led Nephi os his f i rst  d isciple ond
eleven others to serve with him. (Their  nomes ore found in
3 Nephi 9:4.)  The very f i rst  commondment given to the
twelve fhus chosen wos concerning the monner of  bopt ism
(3 Nephi 5:22-28). Then he lurned to the multitude ond
mode them o promise:

And unto them I hove given power, thot they moy boptize you with
wofer, ond offer fhot ye ore bopfized with wofer, behold I will
bopt ize iou wi th f i re ond wi th lhe Holy Ghost .  3 Nephi  5:46

While the monner of.boptism wos given, even to the very
words to be used in this ordinonce, it wos not to foke ploce
unt i l  he hod ogoin oscended into heoven. The promise
m o d e  t o  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  f o l l o w e d  o n  t h e  h e e l s  o f  h i s
i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  f w e l v e  d i s c i p l e s .  A f t e r  f h e i r  w o t e r
boptism, the Lord promised he would boptize them wifh
f i re ond with the Holy Ghosf.

Jesus then proceeded to preoch fhe Book of Mormon
version of the Sermon on the Mounl. Affer the sermon, he
e x p l o i n e d  t o  t h e m  w h y  t h e  l o w  o f  M o s e s  w o s  n o w
ful f i l led.  His stofement enlorges our knowledge of  Chr ist 's
minis i ry to the house of  lsroel :

Behold, I om he fhof gove the low, ond I om he who covenonted
with my people lsroel; therefore, the low in me is fulfi l led, for I
hove come ro fu l f i l l  the low; lherefore i t  horh on end.  3 Nephi  7:6

He odded thot the covenont which he hod mode with his
people wos not ol l  fu l f i l led,  but  the low given Moses wos
ot on end. Therefore the old covenont of blood socrif ices
o n d  b u r n t  o f f e r i n g s  w o s  d o n e  o w o y  q n d  w o s  n o t
occeptoble fo God. He wos instifuting o new covenont
with his people.

record on Seplember 22, 1823. Eoch following yeor, on
thot some dofe, he wos required to meet the ongel ot lhe
ploce where the plotes remoined buried. On September
22, 1827, lhe record wos given into his custody. Loler,
when the record wos token from him for o fime, following
t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  I  l 6  p o g e s  o f  t r o n s c r i b e d  m o n u s c r i p t ,
Joseph soid it wos returned lo him on fhot some dote,
September 22. Mony hove wondered why thot porticulor
dote wos emphosized. Since Rosh Hoshonoh fol ls on the
some dote every I Q yeors, we con exlropolofe bockwords
from 1979 (the lost dofe it fell on September 22) ond we
discover it fell on September 22 in 1827 . Thof wos the doy
Joseph received the record. lt is obvious thot the dote wos
not chosen ot rondom. Rother, it suggesls thof the Lord
crypeored to the Nephites olso on o Rosh Hoshonqh which
would correlote with o Sepfember 22.
, ;
THE LORD'S SUPPER SEQUENCE

The Account is Controlled
It wos Mormon, the Nephiie generol, who obridged for

us lhe occount of Christ's ministry in the three doys of his
first oppeoronce. We musf remember. thof Mormon wos
working from o record inscribed neorly 350 yeors eorlier;
he wos not on eye-wilness of the events he wrifes obout.
He tel ls us thot  the "more port"  of 'whof Chr ist  tought the
people of thot t ime wos inscribed on the lorge plofes of
Nephi, bul thol he could not wrile even o "hundredth" port
on the plofes of his obridgmenf-the record we coll fhe
Book of Mormon. He hod plonned to record oll the words
of the Lord, but wos commonded noi to:

Behold, I wos obout fo write them oll which were engroven upon



TXe Zmmemu necon
The Book of Mormon occounl of the Sermon on the ground, we cqn ossume, in fomily groups. lf you hod iust

Mounl is upsetting to onti-Book of Mormon wrilers. They hod o member of your fomily heoled or o child blessed,
think it is plogiorism buf we now know thot lhe presence wouldn'f you hove been rejoicing with your fomily?
ol fhe sermon oulhenlicqles lhe presence of Christ. He When the food wos broughf, the Lord blessed it, gov€ it
gove the originol low of rhe old covenonl ol Sinoi ond to fhe disciples who then served the people, ond oll ore
fulf i l led ir or his coming. H€ insfituted lhe new covenonl in ond were fi l led. This is o very similor story to fhe one in
fhe Sermon on lhe Mounl. The sermon gives exomples of Motf hew | 4:l5-21 where the Lord took f he f ish ond
old covenonl responses ond then tells whot lhe new looves, blessed them, gove to the fwelve who then served
covenqnt  resPonse shou ld  be .  For  exomple ,  3  Neph i  fhe  peop le  ond o l l  o te  ond were  f l l l cd .  Th is  wos no t  o
5:89-90 iells us under the old covenont we should love our communion service-fhere wos no covenonf mode by the
neighbor ond hote our enemy bul under lhe new covenonl people yet. They hod nof been boptized. The Lord teils us
we should love our enemies, bless them thof curse us, do in 3 Nephi 8:40 referring to the serving of the Lord's
good to fhem thot hole us ond proy for lhem who despite- Supper:
fu l ly  use us ond persecute us.  The inst i tut ing of  fhe new
covenont hod to toke ploce everywhere o remnont of the
h o u s e  o f  l s r o e l  s t i l l  p r o c t i c e d  t h e  o l d  c o v e n o n t .  J e s u s
indicoted thoi  he must v is i t  others of  the house of  lsroel
who hod been led owoy from the lond of  Jerusolem. They,
too, were to receive his personol  ministry ond the new
covenont:

And ver i ly ,  ver i ly ,  I  soy unfo you,  thof  I  hove other sheep, which
ore nof  of  th is lond;  nei ther of  the lond of  Jerusolem; nei ther in
o n y  p o r i s  o f  t h o t  l o n d  r o u n d  o b o u f ,  w h i t h e r  I  h o v e  b e e n  f o
minister .

But I hove received o commondmenf of the Fother, thof I sholl go
u n f o  t h e m ,  o n d  t h o t  t h e y  s h o l l  h e o r  m y  v o i c e ,  o n d  s h o l l  b e
numbered omong my sheep, thot there moy be one fold, ond one
s h e p h e r d ;  t h e r e f o r e  I  g o  t o  s h e w  m y s e l f  u n l o  t h e m .

3 Nephi  7:24,26

Christ then indicoted fhot it wos time for him io leove
them but the people were in feors ond in his compossion
he torr ied ond osked them to br ing ol l  their  s ick to him.
Any who were sick,  lome, bl ind,  dumb or of f l ic ted in ony
woy were brought to him ond he heoled them ol l .  Con you
imogine onyone with o s ick or of f l ic ted person ot  home
who did not hurry to bring thot person to the Lord? Then
he commonded their  l i t t le chi ldren to be brought ond of ter
proying fo the Fother for  them he took them one by one
o n d  b l e s s e d  f  h e m .  A n d  t h e  h e o v e n s  o p e n e d  o n d  t h e
m u l t i t u d e  s o w  o n g e l s  c o m e  d o w n  o u t  o f  h e o v e n  o n d
min is te r  to  the i r  ch i ld ren .

T h e  p e o p l e  h o d  c o m e  u p  t o  t h e  t e m p l e  e o r l y  t h o t
morning. Mony hours hod possed since the oppeoronce of
the Lord.  Al l  must hove been t i red os wel l  os hungry.  At
t h i s  t i m e  t h e  L o r d  s e n l  t h e  C i s c i p l e s  f o r  b r e o d  o n d
wine-octuol ly,  food ond dr ink.  ln the scr iptures,  the word
breod is frequently tronsloted os food os it wos considered
t h e  s t o f f  o f  l i f e  o n d  e o t e n  o l  e v e r y  m e o l .  W h i l e  t h e
disciples were gone for the suppl ies,  the Lord instructed
the people to seot themselves comfortobly obout on the

A n d  t h i s  s h o l l y e  o l w o y s  d o  u n t o  t h o s e  w h o  r e p e n t  o n d  o r e
bopt ized in my nome; ond ye shol l  do i f  in  remembronce of  my
blood,  which I  hove shed for  you,  fhof  ye moy wi tness unto the
Fofher thoi ye do olwoys remember me.

But the Lord did use the occosion to instrucf the twelve
disciples concerning the motter of  the Lord's Supper which
wos to be insf i luted omong them lqter.  As he hod done in
pr ivote instruct ion to them concerning bopt ism, so did he
n o w .  N o t e  t h o t  h e  i s  s p e o k i n g  o n l y  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  ( 3
Nephi 8:28-a9) iusf  os he spoke to fhe fwelve opost les in
the upper room in the Old World.  The Lost Supper wos not
f  h e  p o s s o v e r  f  e o s t  b u t  t h e  d o y  o f  p r e p o r o t i o n .  I n  l i k e
monner th is serving of  breod ond wine in the New World
wos not the Lord's Supper bui o preporotion for fhe Lord's
S u p p e r  t o  b e  s e r v e d  t h e  n e x t  d o y .  H e  e n d s  w i t h  o
commondment concerning those who should nof portoke
of the Lord's Supper:

And now behold,  th is is  the commondment which I  g ive unto you,
thot  ye shol l  not  suf fer  ony one knowingly,  fo portoke of  my f lesh
ond blood unworth i ly ,  when ye shol l  minister  i t ,  for  whoso eoteth
ond dr inketh my f lesh ond blood unworth i ly ,  eoteth ond dr inketh
domnot ion  to  h i s  sou l ;

Therefore i f  ye know thot  o mon is unwor lhy to eol  ond dr ink of
my f  lesh ond blood,  ye shol l  forbid h im; nevertheless ye shol l  not
cost  h im ouf  f rom omong you,  but  ye shol l  minis ler  unto him, ond
shol l  proy for  h im unto the Fother,  in my nome,
And i f  i t  so be thot  he repenteth,  ond is  bopt ized in my nome, then
shol l  ye receive him, ond shol l  minister  unto him of  my f lesh ond
blood.  3 Nephi  8:60-62

We see from this thot  Chr ist  def ines o person os unworthy
who hos nof repented ond been bopfized. Then, for the
s e c o n d  t i m e  t h o t  d o y ,  h e  r e m i n d e d  f h e m  f h o l  t h i s
commondment wos given becouse "of  ihe disputot ions
which hove been omong yorr ."  His lost  oct  of  thot  f i rst  long
doy wos the consecrotion of the chosen fwelve who were
given the power fo give rhe Holy Ghost (3 Nephi  8:69-71,
Moroni  2: l -3) .  He then oscended into heoven. Thus ended
his f i rst  doy of  ministry in Bount i fu l .

(Continued on page 23)



Test imonies of  spir i tuol  l ighf  con, l ike physicol  l ighf ,  be
d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  l y p e s .  P h y s i c o l  l i g h t  c o n  o c f  b o f  h  o s
dist inct  pockets or quonfo of  energy or os o conf inuous
wove of  energy.  In l ike monner,  spir i tuol  lesf imonies con
be both speci f ic ,  l ike o dist inci  quonto of  l ight  energy or
generol  l ike o conl inuous wove. Some people hove hod on
o u f s t o n d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f  h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f
Mormon such os on ongel ic v is i tot ion.  This would be o
speci f ic  tesl imony. Others hove hod o l i fet ime of  growing
e n l i g h t e n m e n t  i n  t h e i r  o s s o c i o f  i o n  w i t h  t h e  B o o k  o f
Mormon. In their  cose i t  would be di f f icul t  for  lhem to pick
'on exoct t ime when o certoin spir i tuol  knowledge come lo
ihem. This would be o generol  test imony. Most Book of
Mormon bel ievers could probobly shore both types of
test imonies.  I  would l ike to shore two lesl imonies of  eoch
type thof i l lustrote thot  the Book of  Mormon is olreody
becoming the key to the fufure.  In other words,  the Lord is
doing things with lhe Book of  Mormon fhot he hos not
done since i f  f i rsf  come forth.

WTIEAT AND BARLEY
T h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  t e l l s  u s  t h o t  w h e o t  o n d  b o r l e y

were grown in the New World.  Archoeology soys no. l t
would be di f f icul t  to f ind preserved remoins of  wheof or
bor ley or ony Precolumbion plonf remoins in most ports of
fhe Book of Mormon oreo (Mesoomerico) becouse of the
cl imote.  Therefore,  lhe moin woy to ident i fy these plonfs
w o u l d  b e  t h r o u g h  m i c r o s c o p i c  p l o n t  e v i d e n c e  s u c h  o s
po l len  gro ins .

Pol len groins ore olmost indestrucf ib le.  They hove olso
been creoted by fhe Lord l ike snowflokes in on olmost
inf in i te vor iety of  pot terns.  These potterns ore di f ferent
f  o r  o l m o s t  e v e r y  p l o n t  s p e c i e s  o l l o w i n g  p l o n t s  t o  b e
ident i f ied by fheir  pol len.  A notoble except ion to th is
hoppy orrongement,  however,  is  the gross fomi ly.  The
p o l l e n  g r o i n s  o f  t h e  g r o s s  f  o m i l y ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  f  h e
cereol  groins such os wheof ond bor ley,  do not hove the
intr icote potterns found in the pol len of  the rest  of  the
plonf wor ld.  They ore very ploin by comporison-round
b lobs  conto in ing  o  smol l  c i rcu lo r - l i ke  po f te rn  os  the i r  mo in
d is t ingu ish ing  choroc fer is f i c .  As  o  resu l l ,  po l len  gro ins
connot be used to ident i fy species of  the gross fomi ly os
with other plont fomi l ies.  However,  the Lord hos creoied
o n o t h e r  t y p e  o f  m i c r o s c o p i c  p l o n t  r e m o i n s  k n o w n  o s
phytol i ths to foke core of  th is problem.

T h e  w o r d  p h y r o l i t h  c o m e s  f  r o m  t w o  G r e e k  w o r d s

m e o n i n g  p l o n t  o n d  s t o n e .  A  p h y t o l i t h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s
l i terol ly o stone plont.  When plonts foke up woter f rom fhe
soi l  they olso toke up some dissolved si l icon (sond) which
fhey connot use. The si l icon is deposi ted oround the inside
edge of  vor ious cel ls.  When fhe plont dies i t  decomposes
ond becomes porf  of  the soi l  but  the fossi l ized cel ls do nof
d e c o m p o s e .  T h e y  r e t o i n  t h e i r  s h o p e  o n d  o r e  o l m o s t
indestruct ib le.  There ore so mony phyfol i ths in the soi l
they con moke up lo 1-2% of the totol  weight of  the soi l .  I
l e o r n e d  o b o u f  p h y t o l i t h s  o s  o  r e s u l t  o f  l o k i n g  f w o
s e m e s t e r s  o f  s o i l  s c i e n c e  o s  p o r t  o f  m y  t r o i n i n g  i n
orchoeology. I  found ouf fhot  soi l  scient ists were using
phytol i ths to help them understond the development of
the grosslond soi ls of  the Greot Ploins.

Whot difference does it moke to lhe Book of Mormon if
f  h e  L o r d  i n t e n d s  g r o s s e s  t o  b e  i d e n i i f  i e d  t h r o u g h
phyfol i lhs ond not pol len? The onswer is t iming. The Lord
creoted pol len groins ond phytol i ths ond then control led
the development of  these two sciences speci f icol ly to beor
witness of  the outhenf ic i ty of  the Book of  Mormon of  h is
oppointed t ime. The study of  pol len (polynology) is much
older thon fhe study of  phytol i ths.  l f  the Lord hod intended
thot grosses be ident i f  ied by pol len then wheot ond bor ley
would hove olreody been idenf i f ied in Mesoomerico,  thus
vol idof ing the Book of  Mormon. This no doubt would hove
been too eor ly.  The vol idot ion of  wheot ond bor ley for
Book of  Mormon londs wi l l  be o very importonf event in
helping br ing the Book of  Mormon to the ot fent ion of  the
world.  Therefore,  the evidence must come forth ot  ihe
r i g h t  t i m e .  T h i s  v o l i d o t i o n  w i l l b e  c o r r e l o f e d  w i t h  t h e
Lord's totol  p lon for the lost  doys. The study of  phytol i ths is
nof neor ly os wel l  developed os the study of  pol len buf the
o m o u n t  o f  w o r k  b e i n g  d o n e  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  e o c h  y e o r  i s
i n c r e o s i n g  r o p i d l y  w h i c h  i s  e x o c t l y  w h o t  w o u l d  b e
expected

Whot mokes this o speci f ic  test imony for me is ihot  the
r e o l i z o t i o n  f  h e  L o r d  h o d  d e s i g n e d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  p o l l e n
groins ond phyfol i ths in connect ion wi th Book of  Mormon
t iming  come to  me in  on  ins ton t  fo l lowed immedio te ly  by
spir i tuol  conf i rmot ion.  This occurred neor the end of  the
school  yeor 's long sfudy of  both pol len ond soi l  science. I
wos fhinking obouf how pol len could ident i fy ol l  the plonf
f  o m i l i e s  e x c e p t  t h e  g r o s s  f o m i l y  o n d  t h o t  w h e o t  o n d
bor ley were in the gross fomi ly.  And then I  thought how
phyrol i ths could ident i fy grosses ond thof the work in
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phytol i ths begon much loter thon polynology. And ihen i t
hit me. This wos port of fhe Lord's plon. The Lord did not
wont pol len evidence to vol idote wheot ond bor ley in the
New World becouse fhe timing would hove been too soon.
H e  d e s i g n e d  p h y t o l i t h s  f o r  f h i s  p u r p o s e  s o  t h e  t i m i n g
would be perfecf. lmmediotely ofter fhis thought come the
spir i tuol  conf i rmot ion.  l t  fe l t  os i f  o spir i tuol  bomb hod
burst  oround my heod. I  fe l t  spir i tuol  power.  l t  wos not
emotion. There were no words spoken out loud or in my
m i n d .  l t  w o s  i u s t  f  h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s p i r i t u o l  p o w e r .  T h e
meoning to me wos obvious. Yes, th is wos the Lord's plon.
The study of phytoliths hos been timed to volidote the
p r e s e n c e  o f  w h e o t  o n d  b o r l e y  i n  t h e  N e w  W o r l d  o n d
specificolly in the Book of Mormon port of the New World
which we know todoy os Mesoomerico.

fhe recent discovery of Precolumbion borley in Arizono
tells us thof the volidotion of this port of Book of Mormon
h i s t o r y  c o n n o t  b e  f  o r  o f f  ( s e e  R e c e n t  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n
Developments for odditionol informotion).

GDNDRAL MORMON
This speci f ic  test imony i l lustrotes how the Holy Spir i t

con teoch us something new obout on olreody fomi l ior
s u b i e c t .  I  w o s  t e o c h i n g  o  c l o s s  o n  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n
geogrophy when I  mode o stotemeni oboul  Mormon fhot
w o s  o s  n e w  t o  m e  o s  i t  w o s  t o  t h e  c l o s s .  I  s o i d  f h o t
Mormon wos the leoding geogropher of  h is doy becouse
h e  w o s  t h e  l e o d i n g  g e n e r o l .  l m m e d i o t e l y  I  f  h o u g h t  t o
mysel f ,  "Why yes, ihot 's t rue!"  Loter,  of ter  th inking oboul
i t ,  I  wos omozed thol  th is ideo hod not occurred to me
before s ince ol l  of  my troining, before I  become on odul f
conver t  in  1960,  wos in  mi l i to ry  sc ience.  In  co l lege I  hod
studied every s igni f iconf bott le in the history of  monkind.
T h e  i d e o  f h o t  o  s u c c e s s f u l  g e n e r o l  h o d  t o  h o v e  o n
int imote,  thorough knowledge of  geogrophy hod been
wel l  ingro ined in  me.  I  ogo in  morve led  o t  the  s imp le  bu t
powerful  t rufh of  th is stofement.

T h i s  d o e s  s h o w  h o w  w e  o r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  H o l y
Spir i f  for  enl ightenment.  l f  God wonfs to hide something
f r o m  o u r  e y e s  o r  f r o m  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  u n f i l  h i s
oppointed t ime, he con, no mofter how obvious i t  moy
seem.

This s imple mi l i tory-geogrophy correlot ion is profound
becouse i t  te l ls  us the geogrophic stotements in the Book
o f  M o r m o n  o r e  o c c u r o l e  b e c o u s e  M o r m o n ,  i h e  b e s t
geogropher of  h is doy, wos the one who edi ted fhem. l t
o lso ie l ls  us thot  the Lord is going fo provide o complete
B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  g e o g r o p h y  b e c o u s e  M o r m o n  w o s
directed to include so much geogrophic informot ion (see
Recent Book of Mormon Developments, pp. 75-89, for
o d d i t i o n o l  i n f o r m o t i o n ) .  I  c o n  s o y  w i t h o u t  f e o r  o f
controdict ion thot Book of  Mormon geogrophy is o very
exci t ing fost-moving subiect  thol  is  beginning to come info
i t s  o w n .  I  o m  t h o n k f  u l  f o r  l h i s  s i m p l e  y e t  p r o f o u n d

reveolment.

THtr BOOK OF MORMON IS THE KEY
T h i s  i s  o  g e n e r o l  f e s t i m o n y .  I  c o n n o t  s o y  w h e n  l h e

reo l izot ion come thot  the Book of  Mormon is  ond wi l l  be

the key to  the p lon of  God for  these los t  doys.  As wi th  the

exomple o f  Mormon be ing fhe top geogropher  becouse he

wos the leoding generol ,  the evidence is s imple ond the
conc lus ion  is  obv ious .

W e  o l l  k n o w  t h o t  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  c o n t o i n s
oddi t ionol  enl ightenmenf obout the teochings of  Jesus
Christ .  These teochings con be compored to second grode
in school .  The f i rst  grode chi ld must poss second grode
b e f  o r e  h e  i s  o d m i t t e d  t o  t h i r d  g r o d e .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,
everyone who cloims fo bel ieve in Jesus Christ  ond hos
token the New Testomenf for  h is guide wi l l  eventuol ly
enter second grode (occept the Book of  Mormon).  Then
whoever mokes ful l  use of  the second grode moter io l  wi l l
be el ig ib le for  the th i rd grode.

O n e  o f  t h e  c l e o r e s t  s t o t e m e n t s  t h o t  t h e r e  i s  o  t h i r d
grode ond thot the Book of  Mormon is the prerequis i te for
i t  comes from 3 Nephi 12:3-4:

3 And when they shol l  hove received th is ( the Book of  Mormon),
which is  expedient  thot  they should hove f i rs t ,  to l ry  fheir  fo i th,
ond i f  i f  so be thot  fhey shol l  bel ieve ihese th ings,  then rhol l  the
greofer rhings be mode monifesl unto lhem.
4 And i f  i t  so be thot  they wi l l  not  bel ieve lhese th ings,  then shol l
t h e  g r e o f e r  t h i n g s  b e  w i l h h e l d  f r o m  t h e m ,  u n t o  t h e i r
condemnof ion (emphosis ond brockets odded).

Verses  one  ond  lwo  f rom the  some chop te r  te l l  us  tho t

Jesus toughf the people much more fhon thot which is
recorded in Third Nephi  (which is obout 37 poges):

I  A n d  n o w  l h e r e  c o n  n o l  b e  w r i l t e n  i n  t h i s  b o o k ,  e v e n  o
hundredth por l  of  fhe fh ings which Jesus did f ru ly teoch unfo the
people;  but  behold the plotes of  Nephi  do conioin lhe more port  of
the th ings which he tought the people;
2 And these th ings hove I  wr i t ten,  which ore o lesser por l  of  the
things which he tought the people;  ond I  hove wr i t ten ihem to ihe
in lenl  thot  they moy be brought ogoin unto th is people,  f rom the
Gent i les,  occording to the words which Jesus hoth spoken.

Mos t  o f  t hese  odd i t i ono l  teoch ings  o f  Jesus  o re  on  the

plotes of  Nephi  ( referr ing io the lorge plotes of  Nephi)
o n d  t h e s e  t e o c h i n g s  o r e  n o f  o n l y  n u m e r i c o l l y  g r e o f e r
(more thon 
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t imes 37 = more thon 3700 poges) but

sp i r i tuo l l y  g reo ter  thon fhose in  the  Book o f  Mormon.
The Book of  Mormon, therefore,  is  not on end in i tsel f

but  o stepping stone to greofer th ings. These verses give
us os c leor o stotement os ony fhof the Book of  Mormon is
the  key  to  much more  en l igh tenment  f rom Jesus  Chr is t .
We ore  to ld  in  Ac ts  3 :22  re fe r r ing  to  Jesus :  " . . .  h im sho l l
ye  heor  in  o l l  th ings  whotsoever  he  sho l l  soy  un to  you. "
Th is  inc ludes  o l l  H is  words  in  the  Book o f  Mormon.

I  hove been owore of  these verses in 3rd Nephi  l2 for  o
long t ime but i t  hos only been recent ly fhot  the reol izot ion
hos come f  rom them thot ihe Book of  Mormon is the key to
the future.  We ol l  know lhot Jesus Christ  is  the key fo the
f  uture.  l t  noturol ly fo l lows then thot i f  lhe Book of  Mormon
is the key fo more of  Jesus Chrisf  i t  is  o lso the key to the
future.  (See The Zorohemlo Record,  lssues No. 27-28, pp.
8-13  fo r  more  on  th is  sub iec f . )

TIMING
As of  th is  wr i t ing,  the wor ld  does not  yet  ocknowledge

the Book of  Mormon os a  ser ious book.  l f  i t  i s  go ing fo  be

the key to  the fu ture fhen fhe Lord wi l l  hove fo  br ing i t  to

t h e  o l t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n  s u c h  o  w o y  t h o t  i t  w i l l b e

token ser ious ly .  Th is  wi l l  be o  complete  reverso l  o f  the

t rend  s i nce  1830  to  con t i nuo l l y  downgrode  the  Book  o f

M o r m o n .  B e g i n n i n g  o b o u l  s e v e n  y e o r s  o g o ,  f  h e  L o r d

g r o d u o l l y  b e g o n  o l e r t i n E  m e  t h o t  H e  w o s  d o i n g  s o m e

(Continued on page 24)
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by Vt Presler

PROLOGAE
There were f ive c lues, reol ly,  thot  humi l i ty wos the mosf

i m p o r t o n t  l e s s o n  G o d  h o d  f o r  m e  t o  l e o r n .  N o t  o n l y
importont,  but  v i fo l .  My fr iend hod pof ient ly l is tened to my
odiustments to fhe chonges of  fhe lost  three yeors-foi l -
u r e  o f  m y  m o r r i o g e ,  l o s s  o f  i o b  o n d  h o m e ,  m o v e ,
remorr ioge, deoth of  both porents.  She hod l is tened wifh
leors in her eyes os I  hod run the gomut of  feel ings,  o l l
fhese months.  Finol ly she soid to me, "You wonl whot you
wonl when you wont i t ,  don' f  you, Vi?"

Thot wos clue number one, o stunner.  And whoi she
s o i d  w o s  t r u e  n o t  o n l y  f o r  m e ;  i t  s p e o k s  o f  t h e  h u m o n
cond i t ion .  F ino l l y  p roy ing ,  "Lord ,  show me the  woy, "  on
the doy I  iust  d idn' t  wont to go on onymore, I  received o
col l  f rom my husbond's cousin to go fhe very nexf doy to
K i r t l o n d ,  O h i o ,  t o  f  h e  H o u s e  o f  t h e  L o r d .  T h r i l l e d ,  m y
h u s b o n d  o n d  I  o g r e e d  t o  g o .  O n  t h e  f r i p  I  w o s
odminisfered to by on elder who hod never met me before
in his l i fe.  The Lord's word to me through him wos, "Leon
not on the orm of f lesh; leon on the Lord."  Twice. "Leon
not on fhe orm of f lesh; leon on the Lord."  Thot wos clue
n u m b e r  t w o .  l t  s e e m e d  w i s e  i o  p o y  o t t e n t i o n .  C l u e
number three occurred whi le worshiping in the House of
the Lord-thot c leon, shining ploce of  l ight  thot  gove o
n e w  m e o n i n g  t o  " h o l i n e s s . "  l f  w o s  t h e r e  t h o t  t h r e e
reol izot ions hi t  me. One, I  wos totol ly out of  sfrengfh.  Two,
God hod ol l  strength.  Three, I  wos to leon on Him.

I t  wos o lurning point .  Coming home, I  reol ized I  hod
lurned lo persons, home, lond, entertoinment,  ond food os
subst i tute comforfs for  fhe Lord.  Now He wos osking me
fhrough the st i l l ,  smol l  voice in my own heort ,  "Vi ,  do you
love me more thon The Young ond the Restless? ond "Do
y o u  l o v e  m e  m o r e  t h o n  g r o h o m  c r o c k e r s  o n d  h o l f  o n d
hol f?" A desire to fost  come over me, os I  reol ized my
need fo love God more. This need wos my fourth c lue.

How could I put God first? | hod known thot Roy Treof
wos looking for helpers to reseorch for o Book of Mormon
topicol  index. And I  wos beginning fo f ind thot the t imes I
fe l t  most ol ive,  even physicol ly,  were when I  wos studying
G o d ' s  w o r d .  S o  t h e  d o y  w e  g o t  h o m e  l c o l l e d  R o y  t o
volunteer for  qn ossignment.  I  reol ly hod to smi le when he
gove me my fopic-humil i ty.  God hos o sense of  humor.
And he wos leoding me for more fhon I  knew.

Previously,  I  hod reod the Book of  Mormon with o k ind
of "ho-hum" duf i fu l  ot t i tude, not being terr ib ly " turned on"
by history ond wors.  Now lwos reoding lo l ive,  reoding for
discovery of  understonding of  those teochings Chrisf  hod
given thot hod mode so l i t t le sense to my proct icol  mind
previously.  Af  f i rst  I  wos iust  to moke documenfed l is ts of

HUMILITY, A Gem With Many Facets
\ )
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synonyms of  humi l i ty.  I  couldn' f  stop there becouse soon
there were ontonyms popping ouf,  ond i l  seemed humil i ty
wos best discovered by exomining its controst-pride.

The discover ies thof  fo l lowed were new, os exci l ing os
f  i n d i n g  b u r i e d  l r e o s u r e  !  O n e  i n s i g h t  w o u l d  t o u c h  o f f
onofher insight in choins of  l ightbursts l ike the reioic ing of
fireworks. Whot o difference it mode to reod not merely o
v e r s e  o r  t w o  o  d o y ,  o s  i f  t h o t  w e r e  s o m e  w o n d e r f u l
o c h i e v e m e n t  e v e n  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e  L o r d  o t  o l l ,  b u t  t o
study deeply ond coreful ly,  seeking to observe ol l  thqf
could be discovered obout o key for l iv ing.

I  h o d  o l w o y s  f  h o u g h t  I  k n e w  w h o t  h u m i l i t y  m e o n t .
t {umi l i ry meont not boost ing or gett ing sfuck on my own
rner i fs.  Humil i ty meont wonf ing God to hove fhe glory-os
l o n g  q s  I  h o d  m y  w o y .  A n d  s o m e h o w  o l o n g  w i t h  t h o t
m o n - m o d e  p i c t u r e ,  h u m i l i t y  w o s  o s s o c i o i e d  w i f  h  m y
rnisconcepts of  New Testoment ieochings of  turning the
ofher cheek ond reioic ing in persecut ion.  l 'd hod them ol l
m i x e d  u p  w i t h  t i m i d i t y ,  f e o r ,  n o n - o g g r e s s i o n .  A s  o n e
f r iend put i t ,  of  being "nice mice."  Wrong !  Meekness is
not being o worm, not people pleosing, nor wi tMrowing
w h e n  c o u r o g e  s o y s ,  " A d v o n c e  ! "  A n d  o s  I  s t u d i e d  o n d
controsied the l ives of  Nephi  ond Lehi  wi fh Lomon ond
Lemuel,  prof i les of  the humble mon versus the proud mon
emerged, l ike pieces of  o puzzle f i t t ing into o wonderful
new concept of  humi l i ty-God's concept;  reveol ing olso
thot even the Chr isf ion v i r lues ore inseporobly l inked os
focets of  humi l i ty.  And this concept tought in the Book of
Mormon opened my eyes for the f i rst  t ime to whot Chr ist
reo l l y  meont  in  h is  teoch ings .

Here ore some of the resul ts then, of  o beginning study
o f  h u m i l i t y  f  r o m  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  c h o p t e r s  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f
Mormon, os we exomine the behovior of  Lehi 's fomi ly in
response to f  heir  fother 's onnouncemenl fhoi  they were lo
f lee o doomed ci [ .

AN OVERVIEW
Nephi 's opening remorks in Chopter I  reveol  onything

but fhose of  o color less,  non-ossert ive wimp. We heor,  " .  .  .
hoving been highly fovored of  the Lord" ( l  Nephi  I  :  I  )  ond
".  hoving hod o greot knowledge of  the goodness ond
the mysfer ies of  God,"  ( l  Nephi  I  :  I  )  ond " l  know thot fhe
record  wh ich  I  moke is  t rue .  .  . "  ( l  Neph i  l :2 ) .  He is  fu l l  o f
conf idence. His conf idence is of  the Lord,  os is his whole
focus. This strength we see is sustoined ihroughouf his
occount,  even to the end of  I  Nephi  where he soys, " .  .  .
f  h u s  f  o r  I  o n d  m y  f  o t h e r  h o d  k e p t  t h e  c o m m o n d m e n t s
wherewith the Lord hod commonded us."  ( l  Nephi  l :1721
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Thus through him {lowed not .df-.onfid
confidence, born ol obedience to th€ Folher, seeking nol soughf dreoms, visions, underslondings of evenls lhol
to pleose people, bur the lord: "Wherefore fhe things Lomon ond l-emuel never osked qboul. lomon ond Lemuel
which ore pleosing unfo th€ world, I do not write, bui the wonted to be in confrol of their wills ond their world. lehi
things which ore pleosing unlo God ond unlo those who ond Nephi, fi l led wirh love ond compossion for people,
ore noi  of  the wor ld" ( l  Nephi  2:5). i n c l u d i n g  t h e  J e w s  o n d  t h e i r  o w n  s o n s / b r o f h e r s

Whot on imPortont d istinction-bef ween pleosing consisfently loved them, loved the Lord, put Him first. They
people ond loving people. We immediotely see lhoi the hod put off rhe nolurol mon (see Mosioh l:l l8.l20 ond 2
reoson fhe Jews sought fo desfroy lhe life of Nephi's Nephi 6:84-85). They hod totolly opened themselves to
fqfher, Lehi wos becouse he loved them bur pleosed God the unseen Lord in whom rhey hod utmost confidence.
insteod. He wos " .  .  .  f i l led wi th fhe Spir i t  of  the Lord" ( l S o  w e  s e e  f  r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h o t  L e h i  o n d  N e p h i
Nephi l: l  l), proying unto the Lord, ". . . even wiih oll his suflered not only rhe full problems of their survivol but
heort, in behqlf of his people" (l Nephi l:4). So we con constont opposition from pride. These sufferings included
see thot the humble people ore neifher feorlul nor empty mockery, occusotions of being o "visionory," ond the
like T. S. Eliot's "hollow men," bui f i l led with power-from fhreot ol onger, hotred, violence to Lehi lor worning the
God himself, even love. people of  the coming disosfer.  There wos opposi f ion r ight

Are the l ives of humble, God-f i l led people olwoys fi l led ot home where it hurt the most---{onsisfently from lomon
with sweelness ond eqse? No. In foct, none ol this lomily, ond Lemuel, ond occosionolly from Lehi's wife, Sorioh.
proud nor humble, hod on €osy l im€. Hod rhey remoined lehi ond Nephi met rebell ion of every furn from Lomon
in Jerusolem they would hove oll been desiroyed. But the ond Lemuel ond others who were constonlly wonting fo go
whole lomily shored the problems of leoving their bock rother thon forword. And Nephi, even though young
home-ollrhey hod ever known-friends, iobs, lond, ond very strong, becouse he wos their younger brother
riches. They hod fo foce lhe rigors ol dn eighf-yeor fi l led wirh God ond not lollowing their wonts ond wishes
comping trip in lhe wilderness without f ire or hot wofer. os the elders in Hebrew sociefy, suffered brother obuse by
They hod no super morket or locol shops. In oddition, th€y being beoten with o rod ond bound with cords, os well os
hod the problem ol getting records from o mon who nol being occused of hoving foolish imoginotions, of desiring
only relused, bul occused them of being thieves, stole to l ie ond cheot so he could be their king ond moke fhem
their property, ond tried to kil l  them. Then they hod to get servonts. They seporofed him lrom his loved ones when
lshmoel's lomily to come with them. In the wilderness on the ship ond would l isten lo no pleodings, even lhough
Lomon ond Lemuel ' s  bows los f  the i r  spr ing  ond Neph i  fhey  neor ly  k i l led  rhe i r  oged porenfs  w i fh  g r ie f .  On top  o f
broke his. Added to lhe hqrshness of lheir environment this, their disobedience, horshness, rudeness, compl€fs
wos their frustrotion of f inding no food, os well qs unconcern os to how they hurf others os long os rhey hod
experiencing greot fotigue. The deoth of lshmoel odded ro their own woy, neorly resulled in the destruction of fhe
iheir onguish. After their wondering those long yeors, whole porly. Nephi could nof shore the word of the Lord
they ot lost reqched lhe seoside, only to leorn they hod to wilh them without moking them ongry. And he l ived
bu i ld  o  boot .  Who o{  us  wou ld  hove hod the  t ro in ing  to  th rough o l l  lhese nq lu ro l  hordsh ips  w i th  cons ton f
build o ship on which we could trust our l ives troveling fhe unpeoce, ogifqtion, hotred, ond onger so greof if turned if,
greot deep which led who knows where? Nephi wos nol o on more lhon one occosion into oftempts ot his murder.
sh ip  bu i lder  by  t ro in ing ,  e i ther .  In  odd i t ion ,  wh i le  on  the
ship,  fhe "composs" did not work of  t imes, ond storms
threotened to destroy.  Once ot  lond in the New World,
they ol l  hod the tosk of  bui ld ing o c iv i l izot ion f rom scrotch.
W h o  o f  u s  m i g h t  h o v e  s u r v i v e d  t h e  t e s f s  o f  s u c h
monumentol  chol lenges?

Buf Nephi ond Lehi foced more problems in oddition. Surely Chrisf's words opply io Lehi ond Nephi who yielded
Why? Becouse they hod to foce the full resistonce of their wil ls to God. Why reioice? Becouse hod they hod the
lomon ond Lemuel ond fheir lollowers who did not see mindset of the nolurol mon, they would never hove been
eye to eye, And fhe conlrqst wos shorply drown lrom fhe worned of fhe desfrucfion of their city. They would never
very slort. Lehi ond Nephi ploinly hod puf the Lord qt fhe hove experienced dreoms ond visions which reveoled the
very cenler of thEir world, while Lomon ond Lemuel hod whole ponoromo of the history of their people, even
self ol center. They l ived sull iciently unto lhemselves, for including our doy. They would never hove been fi l led with
the most port, believing thqt they ond fhe people of love ond fhe Holy Spirit to the convincing of unbelievers,
Jeruso lem were  good,  lov ing  the i r  houses  ond lqnds  ond or  been so  cons f ro ined by  the  sp i r i l  tho t  hod Neph i

humon world which gove them hoppiness. ("Wo unto the touched his brothers while wholly f i l led, they would hove

wise in fheir own eyes, ond prudent in fheir own sight" we died. They never would hove obtoined lhe plotes from

reod in 2 Nephi 8:91. "Proud" comes lrom lhe roof word, Lobon, never hove succeeded in bringing lshmoel's fomily
"prudent," meoning "good.") This physicolworld wos their wifh them, never hove found food in the wilderness, nor
reolity, ond they l ived, l imited in its confines, responding hove built o ship by the direction of God. They never
to qll diff icuhies with the procticol, progmotic mind of the would hove hqd lhe hope, foith, couroge ond strength iust
notutql mqn. ro mok€ il in lhe wilderness withoul con3lonl comploinl

Thot lehi ond Nephi were of o different mind sef is of ond heoviness of heori. They would never hove orrived in

Blessed ore ye when men shol l  hoie you,  ond when they shol l
seporote you f rom omong lhem, ond shol l  reprooch you,  ond cost
out  your nome os evi l ,  for  the Son of  mon's soke.  Reioice ye in thot
doy,  ond leop for  ioy;  for  behold your reword shol l  be greot  in
heoven; for  in the l ike monner d id their  fothers unto the prophets
(Lvke 6:22-23,  l .V.) .



Page S THE ZARAHEMLA

o  n e w  l o n d  o n d  e s l o b l i s h e d  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e o l e s f
c i v i l i z o t i o n s  o f  o l l  t i m e .  B u f  t h e y  h o d  e n f  i r e  v i c f o r y
becouse they weren't stuck with themselves os sources.
They hod o source beyond ond through themselves-God,
their  greot enobler.

L e t  u s  c o m p o r e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  o n d
controst those who hod mon os center ond those whose
lives were open to the Lord.

A CLOSER LOOK
In ihe beginning we see the Jews'  pr ide ceosed to be

hormless when i t  developed into on onger so greof thot
they sought to murder Lehi .  When Lehi  d id the hord th ing,
speoking God's word to those who did nol  wont the soving
lruth,  he bore pof ient ly their  v io lence. Did he retol iote?
Never.  His long-suffer ing octuol ly resul ted in his del iver-
once from destrucf ion.  Next,  when fother come home fo
tel l  the fomi ly fhot  they musf leove ol l  ond escope to the
wi lderness, he proised the Lord for  del ivery.  Buf Lomon
o n d  L e m u e l ,  " s t i f f  n e c k e d ,  d i d  m u r m u r . "  P i o b o b l y  n o
controst between the proud ond the "humble before fhe
Lord" is greoter ihon thot the humble proise ond the proud
murmur  (complo in ) .

In focl, the mosf frequently mentioned word describing
the behovior of  Lomon ond Lemuel is "murmur."  They hod
to be physicol ly soved by going kicking ond screoming ot
every step, l ike fhe children of lsroel in Moses' doy who
w o n t e d  t o  g o  b o c k  t o  t h e  c o p t i v i t y  o n d  d e o f  h  o f  E g y p t
r o t h e r  t h o n  g i v e  u p  t h e i r  l e e k s  o n d  o n i o n s .  T h e  m o s t
frequent ly ment ioned word oboul  Lehi  ond Nephi,  os they
sought the Lord,  is  the word, "see."  They beheld.  Lomon
ond Lemuel 's disbel ief  thot  Jerusolem, their  greot c i fy
built of mon unfo the Lord, could be destroyed, is evidence
of their  b l indness. Hoving o v is ion f rom o lord whom they
hod never seen nor heord nor known for fhemselves wos
sheer folly to them. Are the "good guys" ond "bod guys"
born ond not mode? Wos Nephi iust  noturol ly o pr iss who
didn' t  quest ion? Surely his brothers were mysf i f ied,  for
fhey were impressed by ihe occompl ishmenfs of  men. No.
There were times throughouf the occount when Lomon
ond Lemuel were mode fo know God, fo see on ongel, to
be fouched by the power ond teoching thof come through
Neph i .

A n d  N e p h i  h i m s e l f  d i d n ' t  s i m p l y  s o y ,  " y e s ,  D o d ;
onything you soy,"  b l indly obeying o porent,  even o goodly
porenf.  Here,  ond throughout fhe occount,  fo whom did he
turn when perplexed or in indecis ion? To the Lord.  He
soid:  " l  d id cry unto the Lord;  ond behold he did v is i t  me,
ond did sof ien my heort  thof  I  d id bel ieve ol l  ihe words
which hod been spoken by -y fother; wherefore I did not
rebe l  ogo ins t  h im"  ( l  Neph i  l :a8) .

But Lomon ond Lemuel soid,  " l t  is  o hord th ing which is
r e q u i r e d , "  w h i l e  N e p h i  s o i d  t o  t h e m ,  " B u f  i t  i s  o
c o m m o n d m e n t  o f  t h e  L o r d . "  l f  N e p h i  w o s  s h o w i n g
"deferent io l  respect,"  one def in i f ion of  humi l i ty given by
the dic l ionory,  i f  wos "unto the Lord."  Cleor ly th is ot t i fude
wos nof in Lomon ond Lemuel 's volue scheme. Note olso
thot Nephi  d idn' f  g ive himsel f  credi t  for  hoving o sof t  heorf
("1 om greot;  I  hove o sof t  heort ;  whot 's the mofter wi th
you?"),  but  he reol ized he hod need to be soffened, ond i t
w o s  o n l y  f h e  L o r d  w h o  c o u l d  c h o n g e  h i s  h e o r t .

Encouroging to us tryers.
Agoin we see o controsl of volues when we heor Nephi

soy, ". . . hoving greot desires to know of the mysteries of
God ld id  c ry  un to  lhe  Lord"  ( l  Neph i  1 :a7) .  A l l  begon w i th
desire.

And becouse God wos his first love, Nephi responded
then wi l l ingly wi th fo i th,  o k ind of  conf idence one would
ploce in o best f r iend who hos never lef  h im down:

I  wi l l  go ond do the th ings which the lord hoth commonded, for  I
know fhoi the Lord giveth no commondments unto fhe children of
m e n ,  s o v e  h e  s h o l l  p r e p o r e  o  w o y  f o r  t h e m  t h o t  l h e y  m o y
occompl ish the th ing which he commondeth them ( l  Nephi  l :65).

Thus we see how love of God (obedience to the first
commondment to love God with ol l  the heorf ,  might,  mind,
ond strength) ond putting fhe Kingdom of Heoven first ore
inseporobly l inked with conf idence in God, fo i th,  desire to
pleose, ond obedience.

Poor Lomon drew the f i rst  lot ,  so i t  wos his commission
fo get the records from Lobon. Whof wos the result for this
strong, proudful  mon? He returned in fo i lure,  becquse the
commondment of  the Lord could not be ful f i l led in the
strength of  mon olone. Bui  hoving no source other thon
himsel f  ,  reol iz ing his fo i lure,  he hurt  thof  he couldn' t  be o
g o d  i n  c o n t r o l  t o  m o k e  L o b o n  c o o p e r o t e .  B e i n g  f h u s
frustroted (becouse Lobon, olso o mon of pride subiect to
h i s  o w n  w i l l ,  f  u r n e d  h i m  o u t , )  L o m o n  w o s  o n g r y  w i t h
himsel f .  He wos wi l l ing to qui t  ond give up on o bod scene.
It wos Nephi who reveoled his foithfulness wos relofed to
di l igence by soying:

As fhe Lord liveth, ond os we live, we will not go down unto our
fofher in the wilderness, until we hove occomplished the things
which the Lord hoth commonded us. Let us be foithful in keeping
the  commondments  o f  the  Lo rd  ( l  Neph i  l : 75 ,76 ) .

So we see it wos the one who loved the Lord who wouldn'f
g i v e  u p  o n  t h e  m i s s i o n .  H e  r e f u s e d  f o  q u i f  w h e n  b i g
brofher soid,  " l  con' t . "  Inferest ing fhol  d i l igence comes
from the root,  "d i l igere,"  which meons " fo love."  Nephi 's
long-suffer ing wos iust  the meosure of  h is love.

After the second foilure to get the ploles, Lomon look
ouf his f rusfrot ion on Nephi,  b loming him. He "spoke hord
w o r d s ,  h i t  h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r s  w i f h  o  r o d "  ( l  N e p h i
l : 9 1 - 9 2 ) .  I n t e r e s f  i n g  t h o t  p r i d e  t o k e s  o u f  i t s  o w n
sel f -holred on others.  Nephi  wos lorge ond strong. The
impulse of  the noiurol  mon would hove been to wrest le i t
o u t ,  t o  h i t  b o c k .  H e ,  l i k e  L e h i ,  n e v e r  h i t  b o c k .  I n  t h i s
occounl ,  Nephi  never used his physicol  humon power to
r e t u r n  l i k e  h u r l .  W o s  h e  f h e n  w i f h o u f  h e l p ?  N o .  H i s
obsolute t rust ,  fhrough ol l  th ings,  wos in the Lord.  The
Lord fought his boft le,  for  i t  reods: "An ongel  of  the Lord
come ond spoke soying, Why do ye smite your younger
bro thers  w i fh  o  rod?"  ( l  Neph i  l :95) .

L o m o n  o n d  L e m u e l  t h e n  o s k e d  N e p h i :  " H o w  i s  i t
possible?" This wos o f requent phrose of  theirs.  So they
then osked, "How is i t  possible thot  the Lord wi l l  del iver
Lobon into our honds? Behold he is o mighty mon, ond he
con commond f i f ty,  yeo, even he con sloy f i f ty ;  then why
not us?" ( l  Nephi  l :97-98).  They were out of  conf idence of
ony sort .  Understondobly so,  to the bl ind noturol  mind
without help f rom God. Nephi  repl ied,  "Let us go up ogoin
unto Jerusolem .  .  .  for  ( the Lord) is might ier  thon ol l  the
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eorth, then why not mighti€r thon lobon ond his fifty, or ongry, ond it wos only the persuosion of one of lshmoel's
even fhon his fens of fhousonds" (l Nephi l:99). His foirh doughfers, her mother ond o brother fhot Lomon ond
wos inextricobly bound up wilh his vision of God which Lemuel were persuoded to chonge. And here is reveoled
they could not {othom. fhe lrue soflness of Nephi's heort, for lhe occounl reods,

"The Lord is oble," (l Nephi | : I 02) he soid. And then he "And I did fronkly forgive them oll thot they hod done."
used o key to victory. He remembered whot the Lord hod When Nephi desired to see the vision his fother hod
done. He reminded rhem of the Lord's help to Mo3es in seen. he proyed diligenrly ond pondered in hi3 h€ort (l
moking o pofh ocross the Red Seq. The brothers, stil l Nephi 3:38). Infer€sting fhof fhe Spirif come lo him ond
"wroth, (being wroth is hoving on extr€me degree of soid, ". . . whot desiresf thou?" (l Nephi 3:39). Even ofler
onger)  fo l lbwed,  murmur ing o l l the woy"  ( l  Nephi  t :103) .  he ossured the Spi r i t  ihot  he wonted to see,  the Spi r i t

This time Nephi went olone, buf not olone for he wos ". . osked further, "Believest thou . . .?" (l Nephi 3:41). We
. led by rhe Spirit, nof knowing beforehond the things see here lhe relolionship between desire ond belief, more
which (he) should do" (l Nephi | :105), We hove seen love keys enobling Nephi to see the whole speclrum of history.
o f  G o d ,  o p e n n e s s  f o  G o d ,  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  L o r d , While Nephi goined understonding of lhe vision of his
dil igence. obedience, ond now couroge born of lrust in fother, Lomon ond Lemuel were found orguing, disputing.
God. Nephi wos told to sloy Lobon, who wos then drunk. They were in confusion obout th6 things which Lehi ond
Shrinking lrom violence, he hesitofed to kill Lobon, even Nephi hod been shown. And Nephi odmitted thot th€se
ot the lord's commond. Agoin he used rhe key thot built things ". . . were hord lo be underslood, sove o mon
his foith. He remembered the promise of th€ Lord to help should inquire of the Lord" (l Nephi 4:3). Becouse he wos
them in the wilderness (l Nephi I : I l6). And he knew rhey deeply offlicted to see lhe sufferings of his people in doys
couldn'f keep fhe Lord's commondments in the wilderness fo come, lhe €xperience hod tok€n his physicol strength.
unless they look lhe low with them. And he ". . . did obey Then the brolhers come. "Behold, we connol underslond
the voice of lhe Spiril, . , . ond smole off his (tobon's) heod the words which our fofher hoth spoken . . ." they soid,
w i th  h is  own sword"  ( l  Neph i  l :  |  20) .  So Neph i ,  by  expec l ing  lo  unders lond the  th ings  o f  God w i th  the
obedience, succeeded in getting th€ plotes. Upon their nqturol mind (l Nephi 4:8). lr wos more imporfonl for
relurn fo iheir fother's comp, they oll reioiced, offered fhem to hove lhe righl onswer thqn to leorn lrulh from the

evidence of  h is humil i ty.  The f i rs l  hurdle over,  he soid inquired of  the Lord?" ( l  Nephi  a:9).
upon the next chollenge mef, ". . . the Lord did soften the Agoin their response wos lhe response of the hord who
heort of lshmoel ond olso his household" ond they come to don't l lke to odmit their need bul wonl ihe onswers from
lhe wilderness. lshmoel's fomily, l ike [ehi's, hod some fheir own intell igence: "We hove nol; for fhe Lord mokefh
within who followed, ond some who rebelled ond ". . . no such thing known unlo us" (l Nephi 4:10). Nephi then
were desirous fo relurn unto the lond of Jerusolem" (l tought them thot keeping the commondmenfs ol the Lord
Nephi 2: I 3) who hod "hordness of heort" qnd were "blind would unblock the plug in fheir communicqlion chonnel.
in minds" ond did nol "hEorken unfo lhe word of the Lord" He odmonished fh€m fo nol horden their heorts, but to osk
(l Nephi 2:13-15). And becouse these proud people l ived in foith, believing rhot th€y would receive, being dil igent
for lhemselves roiher thon the tord, rhey hod forgotien in keeping God's commondments. Then, ". . . surely these
thqt they hqd seen on ongel of the Lord (l Nephi 2:16). rhingssholl be mqde known unlo you" (l Nephi 4:13). He
Nephi osked how they hod forgotten whoi greof things th€ hod given them oll his secrefs becous€ he loved them. He
Lord hod done in delivering them (l Nephi 2: l7). Agoin he then exhorted them ". . . with oll the energies of my soul
exhorted them to foithfulness, soying with on eye to ihe ond wirh qll the fqculty which I possessed, fhot they would
future rother thon the posf, '. . . if . . . we ore foithful to give heed to the word of God, ond remember to keep his
him (God), we shqll obtoin the lond of promise" (l Nephi commondmenls olwoys, in oll fhings" (l Nephi 4:42)'
2:19). And the words he spoke were so becouse ". . . the But the proud hove trouble toking cri l icism or occepting

Spirit of the Lord constroineth me thot I should speok" (l insfrucfion becouse lhey wont to hove lhe onswers lhem-

Nephi 2:25). selves. "Thou hqst declored unto us hord things, more

It wos ot this point lhot Lomon ond Lemuel, ogoin ongry lhon we ore oble to beor," they soid (l Nephi 5:l). But

becouse o younger brofher wos tell ing them whot to do, Nephi exhorted them with dil igence ond ". . . fhey did

bound him with cords so they could leove him in the humble themselves before the Lord" (l Nephi 5:5)' So

wilderness lo be eoten by wild beosfs, This time they wer€ even proud men con be humble sometimes, but compelled
"exceeding wroth." Whqt wos Nephi's reoction? Did he humility does nof lost unless the heqrf itself is chonged.
turn to onofher person (Folher Lehi)? To sel f - indulgence B y  f  h e  t i m e  N e p h i ' s  b o w  b r o k e ,  w e  c o n  g u e s s  t h e i r

ond self-pity (on eoting binge, on olcoholic or drug escope, response, for o polf€rn is cleorly observoble by now.

socr i f i ces ,  ond gove ihonks  ( l  Neph i  l :157-158) .
T h o t  N e p h i  d i d  n o f  g e t  c o c k y  o v e r  t h e  v i c t o r y  i s

o shopping spree)? He furned to the Lord.
. . . I proyed unto the Lord, soying, O Lord, occording to my foith

w h i c h  i s  i n  t h e e ,  w i l f  t h o u  d e l i v e r  m e  f  r o m  t h e  h o n d s  o f  m y

brefhren; Yeo, even give me strength ihof I moy burst these bonds

with which I  om bound ( l  Nephi  2:28,  29).

Lord.
" A n d  I  s o i d  u n t o  f h e m , "  r e p o r l e d  N e p h i ,  " H o v e  y e

When frustroted, Nephi prqyed to God. When frustroted,

the proud brothers got ongry ond took their helplessness
o u t  o n  t h e i r  b r o t h e r  w h o  l o v e d  t h e m .  T h i s  t i m e  t h e i r
sufferings were so ocute thot even Lehi, who hod never
foltered before, wos "exceeding sorrowful," ond ".

And rhe  bqnds were  loosed.  Ins teod o f  morve l l ing  o t  begon to  murmur  ogo ins l  the  Lord  h is  God"  ( l  Neph i
God's power to help Nephi, the brothers were qgoin 5:25). tehi wos wil l ing to suffer himself, but wos broken
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when he sow his children suffering so. lf wos only ofter

being chostened of the Lord ond brought down "into the

depths of  sorrow" ( l  Nephi  5:31) thot  h is fo i th in the Lord

wos restored. And the boll (or composs) wos given lo be

their  guide. l t  is  inferest ing thot of ter  Nephi  mode o new

bow ond osked his fother where the Lord would hove him

g o  t o  g e t  f o o d ,  t h e y  o b t o i n e d .  T h e n  f h e y  o l l  h u m b l e d

themselves before the Lord ond gove thonks unto him (l

N e p h i  5 : 3 1 - 4 1 ) .
When lshmoel died, we see thot mourning for this loss

.  eosi ly s l ipped into murmuring (ogoinst  Lehi  ond Nephi,  of

course) ond the desire to return ogoin to Jerusolem (l

Nephi 5t47). Their misery wos ocute, qs if rhey were l itt le

orphon chi ldren, rofher thon chi ldren of  o loving Heovenly

F o t h e r .  T h e  p r o u d  m o n ,  l i m i t e d  t o  o  d y i n g  s e l f ,  f e e l s

himself poor; lherefore, he is ieolous, envious, ond even

bitter. Lomon ond Lemuel ond theirs, wonted to murder
t h e i r  f o t h e r  o n d  b r o t h e r  N e p h i  b e c o u s e  o f  t h e i r

helplessness ond hopelessness ( l  Nephi  5:48).  In fheir
blindness during their t ime of poin, lhey occr.rsed L-ehi ond
Nephi of the very things resident in their own heorts: l ies,

ond the working of cunning orts in order to deceive (l

Nephi 5:50). They even believed lies thot Nephi desired to

moke himsel f  k ing ond ruler over them ( l  Nephi  5:51).  As

might be expecled, onger ogoinst Nephi followed ogoin.
In spite of oll these froubles, or perhops becouse of

t h e m ,  N e p h i  p r o i s e d  t h e  L o r d  f o r  b e i n g  w i t h  t h e m ,
chostening fhe brothers to turn owoy their qnger, cousing
fhem to repenf. His occount then enumeroled mony of the
greot blessings of  the Lord dur ing fheir  e ight  yeors in the
wilderness. In short, he ocknowledged God's hqnd in oll
t h i n g s ( D & C 5 9 : 5 b ) .

Like beods on o choin, the blessings of orriving ot the
seo wos followed by fhe problem of gefiing to the new

i lond. When the Lord to ld Nephi  to bui ld o ship,  Lomon ond
L e m u e l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  h i s  d o i n g  s o  w o s

' 
possible. "Our brother is o fool, for he fhinkelh thot he con

'  
b u i l d  o  s h i p  .  .  .  t h o t  h e  c o n  c r o s s  l h e  g r e o l  w o t e r s "  ( l

Nephi  5:86-87).  Noturol ly they comploined when fhey
were osked to help, becouse they didn't wont fo work.
Becouse construcfing o ship wos nof in their know how,
t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  b e y o n d  t h e i r  o w n  p o s s i b l e
occomplishments: "We knew thot ye could not construct o
s h i p ,  f o r  w e  k n e w  t h o l  y e  w e r e  l o c k i n g  i n  i u d g m e n t ;
wherefore, thou const nof occomplish so greof o work" (l
Nephi 5:92). Agoin they believed he wos ". . . led owoy by
the fool ish imoginof ions of  h is heort"  ( l  ,Nephi  5:95) ond
wished they hod died rofher fhon to hove been delivered
fo suffering.

Whi le they were hopeless ond in " fhe pi t , "  Nephi  wos
remembering the Lord's help fo the children of lsroel in
del iver ing fhem ouf of  Egypt,div id ing the Red Seo, feeding
them monno in the wilderness. He soored with the eogles
by l i f f ing his focus to the Lord ond prois ing Him, soying,
"He ruleth high in the heovens, for  i t  is  h is throne, ond this
eorth is his footstool"  ( l  Nephi  5:130).  Whi le his brothers
were l iving in o loveless world, Nephi considered thot the
Lord ". . . loveth those who wil l hove him fo be their God"
( l  Nephi  5: l3 l )  ond spoke of  God's "motchless power" ( l
N e p h i  5 : 1 3 7 ) .

But they, then tofolly out of good feeling-cheer, hope,

ioy-were post feeling so they could not heqr God's words
( l  N e p h i  5 : 1 4 3 - 1 4 6 ) ,  b e i n g  s o  d e s p e r o t e  i n  t h e i r

s o u r c e l e s s n e s s ,  t h e y  h o d  b e c o m e  m u r d e r e r s  i n  t h e i r

heor ts  ( l  Neph i  5 :143- l  aa) .  Neph i ,  in  tu rn ,  wos  ongu ished

ond poined lesf  h is brorhers be cosf of f  ( l  Nephi  5: l5 l ) .

Ai the l ime of Lomon ond Lemuel's greotest low, Nephi

wos ot  h is greotest  inf i l l ing,  for  so greot wos the spir i t  of
God wilhin him thot he wos oble to soy, "Whoso sholl loy
their  honds upon me, shol l  wi ther eVen os o dr ied reed .  .  .
fo r  God sho l l  smi te  h im"  ( l  Neph i  5 :155) .  He f  ino l l y  ended
wifh o boost obouf God: "And lsoid unto them, l f  God hod

commonded me to do ol l  th ings,  I  could do them" ( t  Nephi

5 :  I  57) .
As iheir  spir i ts hod diminished in strengfh,  h is fo i th in

God hod increosed. He wos so fi l led with fhe power of
God thot his brothers dored not loy their honds upon him
(l  Nephi  5:  I  62).  Then the Lord to ld him fo strefch for th his
hond ond shock his brothers so they would know fhot God
is God ( l  Nephi  5:163).  Nephi  d id stretch for th his hond to
his brothers, ond the Lord shook them, occording to his
word  ( l  Neph i  5 :164) .

T h e  L o r d ,  l h r o u g h  N e p h i ,  t r i u m p h e d  o g o i n  o s  t h e

b r o t h e r s  w e r e  m o d e  t o  k n o w  G o d ' s  P o w e r  b y  t h i s
experience. Lqmon ond Lemuel sqid, "We know of o surety
thot the Lord is with thee for we know thot it is the power

of the Lord thot hos shoken us" ( l  Nephi  5:165).
And here is o sod foct, thot even in the very presence of

the Lord, these proud men bowed down-not even then
unto lhe Lord, bui unlo Nephi, o mon. Only when Nephi
would nol  let  fhem worship him, te l l ing them he wos fheir
brother, even their younger brother, ond odmonished
them to worship fhe Lord, did they finolly worship God (l
N e p h i  5 : 1 6 7 )

F o r  o  t i m e  t h e r e  w o s  o  m e o s u r e  o f  p e o c e  o s  t h e y
worked together on the ship, ond Nephi proyed often to
the Lord to show them oll greot things. Then the record
stotes, "They did humble themselves ogoin before fhe
Lord" ( l  Nephi  5:174).

Another controsf moy be observed when we see thot
Nephi 's del ight  wos in the Lord ond in his scr iptures ( l
N e p h i  3 : 2 9 ) ,  b u f  L o m o n  o n d  L e m u e l ' s  i d e o  o f  o  " g o o d
time" wos rudeness, moking merry in rowdy revelry ond
doncing. They were, soys Nephi, "l i fted up unto exceeding
rudeness" ( l  Nephi  5:184).  His worning to them ogoinst
such ottitudes ogoin kindled onger, ond he wos bound
with cords ogoin so he could not move. They hod become
so increosingly hordened by then fhof they would let no
one speok to him. They would not l isten to the pleos ond
teors of his wife, porents ond children.

The noturol reoction would be io despoir ot this poini.
The composs hod sfopped working ond o storm hod begun
t o  b o t t e r  t h e  s h i p .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  i u s t  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e
doomed to totol destruction, Nephi proised God. "And I
d id  p ro ise  h im o l l  the  doy  long"  ( l  Neph i  5 :199) .  Perhops
to our proct icol  minds, such behovior mokes no sense, ond
would not hove to me, even though l 've so often heord of
the teoching to "proise God in ol l  th ings."  In o l i t t le book
col led God Col l ing,  edi ted by A.J.  Russel l ,  we f ind o div ine
secret  thot  Nephi  exercised:

Before you cry in your dislress, bless the Lord; even when troubles
seem lo overwhelm you. Thot is My divine order of opprooch.

(Gontinued on page 22)
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block, that they have built up many churches;
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A NEW EDIT(IR F(lR THE
ilEC0RD: SHERRIE SMITH

Sherrie Kllne Smlth was baptized at the age of eight into the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Ghrist of Latter Eay Saints and is a firm
believer in the Book of Mormon. She was raised in Chicago, lllinois,
Memphis, Tennessee and Jacksonville, Florida. After attending
Graceland College for two years (1964-1966) she went to Central
Missouri State University where she met and married Lyle Smith. Lyle
is the grandson of J. T. Smith, a long-time pastor of the Lee's Summit,
Missouri and Blue Springs, Missouri congregations and the son of
Leonard Smith, pastor for many years at Oak Grove and Blue Springs,
Missouri and Ruth Smith who worked at Herald House for 28 years.

Sherrie and Lyle spent seven of their first ten years of marriage
living in Asian countries (lndia, Indonesia and Afghanistan) and
traveling extensively in the Pacific, Asia, Middle East and Europe.
They have been back in the United States now ten years. Lyle serves
as pastor of the Oak Grove congregation in Gentral Missouri Stake.
Todd, their oldest son, attends Graceland, Jared is a senior in high
school, and Aaron is 13.

Three-and-a-half years ago Sherrie entered the work arena as
receptionist for the administrative offices of the Kansas City Museum.
Nine months later she was promoted to Administrative Assistant to the
Executive Director. Her duties also include editing and prootreading
the major publications for the museum.

Sherrie has served as a church pianist (since she was 13),
organist and music leader, women's leader for three years at Oak
Grove and three years on the Women's Commission for Gentral
Missouri Stake. During her years as women's leader, she was
instrumental in the compiling of the booklet Commandments From
the Scriptures. Her writing efforts also include an article in the
Herald, Restoration Voice and an unpublished manuscript about her
experiences living overseas. The love of "things Ghinese" prompted
her to write two articles for the Zarahemla Record (#13,14 and
#24,25,26]'.

We look forward with great anticipation to having Sherrie serve as
Editor for the Record. Watch next time for a total new look!
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nofion, loo, wos deslroyed. These focts ore not in dispufe. The question is, how will

Then, tor more lhon o fhousqnd yeors, Americo loy in our Lord use this rich lond with such o vost potentiol in his
the  gr ip  o f  heothen ism ond w ickedness .  Th is  cont inued work  o f  wor ld  redempt ion  wh ich  hos  o l reody  been
until the spirit of God wroughf upon Columbus ond other inil ioted? We believe lhe onswer is cleorly sef lorth in our
gentiles, enobling them lo discover fhis lond qnd open it scriptures. These tell us thqf qs for os notions ond peoples
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. . .  the history
f h e  h i s t o r y
peoples hove
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&bove, Americo wi l l  u l t imotely
he New Jerusolem ond the holy
l l  s tond. Records of  incolculoble

Christ 's  coming to the soints
ich o restructured church wifh
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i f ied ministry wi l l  go fodh
e ond glory.  How wi l l  th is

of Americo ond
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precepts ondi tht$i i  ideols of  proper humon behovior hove
b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n t o  f  h e  l o w s  o f  o l l  t h e  m o s t  o d v o n c e d
n o t i o n s  o f  t h e  e o r t h .  T h e  v i s i o n  o n d  w i s d o m  o f  t h e i r
prophets ond the teochings of  their  gent le Redeemer hove
enl ightened the conscience of  o l l  men.

T o d o y  i t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f  i c u l t  i n d e e d  t o  f  i n d  e v e n  o n e
person onywhere upon lhe whole foce of  the eorth whose
l i fe hos not been touched ei ther direct ly or indirecr ly by
the morvelous gi f fs of  fh is people.  Yet ol l  th is hos been
occompl ished qs lsroel  wolked through the centur ies in
the dorkness of  o lmost to lo l  esfrongement f rom their
God.

. . .  w e  k n o w  G o d  d i d  n o t  s e n d
lsroel into every nol ion on fhe
foce of lhe eodh to be hewers
of wood ond drowers of woter.
He seni them into those GOult.
t r i e s  l o  p r o v i d e  o  s p i r i t u o l
b less ing.
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THE PEOPTES OF ISRAEL
r ies  cou ld  hove been wr i t len f rom the d iv ine

' e ,  w e  w o u l d  r e o d i l y  s e e  t h o t  f r o m  t h e
hisfory of Americo ond the history of the

o p l e s  h o v e  b e e n  i n s e p o r o b l y  e n f w i n e d

review the history of  th is
ndersfond fhot  when the
e r  d o y  w o r k  o f  w o r l d
the col l  of  Abrohom. This
. reods in  th is  wise:
lit r

lh  mul t ip ly ing I  wl l l  mulr ip ly
r4he sond which is  upon the

seo-shore.

Yet,  f  rom the doys of  Abrohom, lsroel  hos been chosen
by their  God to occompl ish much more thon this.  God hos
promised fhem, ond olso the whole wor ld,  fhof  through
this people,  os his chosen minisfers,  he would reoch ond
redeem ol l  the k indred of  the eorth who would occept his
sovereignty.  Moreover,  God hos promised thot through
them, os his ogents ond pr iests,  o new world order would
or ise in which the wi l l  of  the heovenly Fother would be
done even os i f  is  in heoven. This new world would be the
her i toge of  the meek (Motthew 5:7).

Every prophet who hos ever looked down through the
streom of t ime, even to thot  doy when there would be o
new heoven ond o new eorth, hos spoken of o regothered
ond o redeemed lsroel  ond their  holy c i ty.  They hove olso
seen o doy when God himsel f  would dwel l  wi th them in o
ci ty col led o New Jerusolem. l t  hos never been possible
for the prophets to odequoiely fe l l  us of  the glory of  thot
c i fy using only words but John wrote:

And the nol ions of  them which ore soved shol l  wolk in fhe l ighr of
i f  ;  ond the k ings of  the eorth do br ing their  g lory ond honor into i t .
Revelot ion 21:24

Al l  these wonderful  words ore only consistent wi th
God's covenont ond promises to Abrohom ond his chi ldren
lsroel ,  os quoted obove.

W e  o l l  k n o w ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l h o t  f  h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  l s r o e l
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ond multlplled, ond woxcd cxcecdlng mlghry; ond the lond wor
lilled wlrh them. Exodus l:7 (Emphosis odded.)

This is occording to the Lord's blessing on the children of
Abrohom, o port of which reods:

... ond I will moke thy seed or the dutt of the cqrfh; so thot if o
mon  con  number  the  du r t  o f  t he  eo r th ,  t hy  seed  sho l l  o l so  be
numbered.  Genesis l3:14 (Emphosis odded.)

It seems utterly incredible thot the sevenfy sforving
lsroel i tes who entered Egypt should mult ip ly so ropidly
thot in o few short yeors their numbers would threoten the
notionol security of o greot notion l ike Egypt. Sti l l , this
musl hove been true for there ultimotely orose o king who
knew not Joseph, who would soy:

. . .  B e h o l d .  f h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  l s r o e l  o r e  m o r e  o n d
might ier  thon we. Exodus l :9

And feor ing o wor in which the lsroel i tes might io in wi th
the enemy, lhey ploced fhe lsroelites in bondoge:

But the more they offl icied fhem, the more they multiplied ond
grew . . .  Exodus I  :  l2

Scripfures tell us thot ot the time of the birfh of Moses,
the Egypt ions were s loying ol l  the mole chi ldren ot  b i r |h to
control this populotion growih. Sti l l  they were not very
successful for when Moses, the deliverer, led lsroel out of
Egypt some eighty yeors lofer, its men olone numbered
obout 600,000, not count ing women ond chi ldren (Exodus
12:37). This meons thot the tofol number of lsroelites hod
to stond ot  c lose to two mi l l ion souls.  To ochieve this totol ,
their numbers would hove hod to double every 30 yeors
f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  e n f e r e d  E g y p t  u n f i l  t h e y  w e r e
del ivered. This would hove been no smol l  ochievemenf.
Bui this is occording to God's promises to Abrohom.

U p o n  b e i n g  d e l i v e r e d  f  r o m  E g y p t i o n  b o n d o g e ,  t h e
twelve tribes of lsroel l ived together in fheir promised
lond for perhops 300 yeors, or unti l obout 975 B.C. lt wos
o f  t h i s  p o i n t  f h o t  w i c k e d n e s s  o n d  i n i q u i f y  d r o v e  t h e m
oporl. The northern ten tribes of lsroel survived os on
independent nof ion for  perhops 250 yeors,  or  unt i l  obout
722 B.C. Then they were conquered by fhe Assyrions who
corr ied them owoy into copf iv i ty.  This ended the not ionol
l ife of o notion once fovored ond chosen of God. l i  wos ot
t h i s  p o i n t  t h o t  t h e  t e n  n o r f h e r n  f r i b e s  o f  l s r o e l
d i s o p p e o r e d  c o m p l e t e l y  f r o m  t h e  p o g e s  o f  h i s t o r y .
Perhops o word or two of reference by some historion,
Hebrew, Greek or Romon; but thot is oll we hove. We do
nof know where they went.

... when we look for scqllered
lsroel in these loiler doys let us
no t  seo rch  fo r  on l y  o  f ew
people.

A f t e r  t h e  n o r f h e r n  i e n  l r i b e s  o f  l s r o e l  h o d  b e e n
stotlered ond lost for more thon o hundred yeors, ond the
destrucfion of Jerusolem wos obouf to toke ploce, Nephi
summorized the words of the Brophets concerning oll the

house of lsroel for his brolher in these words:
For if oppeors thot fhe house of lsroel, sooner or loter, wlll bc
sco l fe red  upon  o l l  t he  foce  o f  the  eo r lh ,  ond  o l ro  omong  o l l
nolions,

And  beho ld  the re  o re  mony  who  o re  o l reody  los f  f rom the
knowledge of those who ore ot Jerusolem.

Yeo, the more porl ol oll the lrlber hove bccn lcd owoy;

And they ore scoltered fo ond fro upon the isles of the seo;

And whither they ore, none of us knoweth, sove fhot we know
thot they hove been led owoy.

And  s ince  they  hove  been  led  owoy ,  these  th ings  hove  been
prophesied concerning them, ond olso concerning oll those who
sholl hereofter be scoltered ond be confounded, becouse of the
Holy One of lsroel; for ogoinsl him will they horden their heorts;

Wherefore, fhey sholl be rcsltered omong oll notlont ...
I Nephi 7:6-12 (Emphosis Added.)

The student of the scriptures wil l know thot if wos in our
Lord's plon to give the world o revelofion of God's groce
ond glory whi le the lsroel i tes were in their  promised lond
ond dweli in righteousness os one noiion. But lsroel would
not keep God's lows. Their  cont inuous rebel l ion ogoinst
their Redeemer forced their dispersion. Trogicolly, ihe
promise of o holy city become lost or forgotten with their
scotter ing.

. . .  olJr Lord intends to gother ol l
lsroel.

Amos spoke of this world-wide dispersion under the
guiding hond of  God in these words:

For, lo, I will commond, ond I will sift the house of lsroel omong oll
nolions, l ike os corn is sifted in o sieve, yef sholl not the leosf
groin fo l l  upon fhe eorth.  Amos 9:9 (Emphosis odded.)

Hoseo wrote in th is wise:
lsroel  is  swol lowed up;  now shol l they be omong the Gent i les os o
vessel  wherein is  no pleosure.  Hoseo 8:8

As for os the world is concerned, these ten lribes ore now
u t t e r l y  l o s t .  B u t  w e  k n o w  G o d  d i d  n o t  s e n d  l s r o e l  i n l o
every notion on lhe foce of the eorth to be hewers of wood
ond drowers of woter. He sent them into those counlries
fo provide o spir i tuol  b lessing. Regordless of  oppeoronces,
they wi l l  o lwoys be lsroel i tes.

W h e n  w e  c o n s i d e r  f h e  p h y s i c o l  h o r d i h o o d  o f  t h e
overoge lsroelite together with his remorkoble giff for
survivol ,  we know inst inct ively thot  he wi l l  do much better
thon iust survive. Moreover, when we remember lsroel's
omozing copoci ty to mult ip ly ond reproduce his k ind,  we
know God's promises to Abrohom wi l l  be fu l f i l led in every
respect.  His numbers wi l l  indeed be os the dust of  the
eorth.

This meons thot ofter twenty seven centuries there hos
t o  b e  v o s t  o r e o s  o f  t h e  s u r f o c e  o f  t h e  e o r l h  n e e d e d  t o
support o people so numerous. The words of our Lord to
Abrohom cleor ly indicote there wi l l  be greof not ions os of
t o d o y  w h o  o r e  o l m o s t  p u r e  l s r o e l i t e  i n  t h e  r o c i o l
composi t ion of  their  peoples.  This fu l f i l ls  some odded
words of our Lord to Abrohom:

And I  wi l l  moke lhee exceedingly f ru i t fu l ,  ond I  wi l l  moke nof ions
of  thee,  ond k inss shol l  come of  thee ond of  tnr i? i l r , ,  

17:10
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Therefore, when we look for scoftered lsroel in fhese

lotter doys let us not seorch for only o few people. For,
when they ore found ond recognized, fhey wil l number
mony hundreds of  mi l l ions.  There ore severol  mi l l ions of
Lomonites in ot  leost  North ond Cenfrol  Americo olone
ond ihese ore only o port of the descendonts of Joseph.
There ore mi l l ions more ond Joseph wos only one of  the
twelve tribes.

Of course ofter centuries, these people wil l hove the
o p p e o r o n c e  o f  f  h e  g e n f  i l e  p e o p l e s  o m o n g  w h o m  t h e y
l ive;  fhey wi l l  speok their  longuoge os their  not ive tongue
ond they wi l l  hove obsorbed their  cul ture ond trodi t ions
ond worship fheir  gods. But,  in their  genes, in their  heor ls
ond souls,  they wi l l  corry God's promises which he mode
t o  A b r o h o m .  T h e y  o r e  s t i l l  l s r o e l  o n d  G o d  h o s  n o t
forgotlen even one of them.

But the reoder wi l l  osk,  "Whoi does ol l  th is hove to do
with Americo os o promised lond?" And we onswer,  "The

hour is ot  hond when lsroel  musl  be gothered."
Book of Mormon prophefs fell us God hos olreody sef

his hond ogoin o second t ime to recover his people lsroel .
For th is purpose, lsoioh ie l ls  us he wi l l  set  up on ensign for
the not ions ond shol l  ossemble lhe oufcosts of  lsroel  ond
g o t h e r  t o g e t h e r  t h e  d i s p e r s e d  o f  J u d o h  f  r o m  t h e  f  o u r
quor te rs  o f  the  eor th  ( l so ioh  I  l :  I  l -12) .  There  ore  more
words from lsoioh:

Con o womon forget her sucking child, thot she should not hove
compossion on fhe son of her womb? yeo, they moy forgef, yet
wi l l  I  not  forgef  thee (O house of  lsroel) .

Behold, I hove groven thee upon the polms of my honds; thy wolls
ore continuolly before me. (Erockets ore tro. 

,l.HPlf i;1?j

Hoseo could not even think of scottered lsroel without
olmost unbeoroble onguish of  soul .  He spoke for God in
these teorful words:

How shol l  I  g ive fhee up Ephroim? how shol l  I  del iver  thee lsroel?
how shol l  I  moke thee os Admoh? how shol l  I  set  thee os Zeboim?
My heort is lurned toword fhee. ond my mercies ore extended lo
gother fhee. Hoseo  I  l : 8

Jeremioh hod th is io soy obout th is greoi  work re lof ive

to  i t s  g rondeur  ond  mogn i tude :

Therefore will I cost you oul of this lond into o lond thot ye know
nol, neither ye nor your fothers; ond there sholl ye serve other
gods doy ond night; where I will not show you fovor.

Therefore, behold, the doys come, soith the [ord, thot it sho]l no
more be soid, The Lord liveth, thot brought up the children of
lsroel oul of the lond of Egypt;

But, The lord liveth, thot brought up the children of lsroel from fhe
lond of fhe north, ond from oll the londs whither he hod driven
them; ond I  wi l l  br ing lhem ogoin in lo their  lond thoi  I  gove unto
iheir fofhers.

Behold, I will send for mony fishers, soifh the Lord. ond they sholl
f ish them; ond of ter  wi l l  I  send for  mony hunters,  ond they shol l
hunl them from every mounloin, ond from every hil l, ond ouf of
the holes of the rocks.

For mine eyes ore upon oll their woys; they ore nof hid from my
f o c e ,  n e i t h e r  i s  f h e i r  i n i q u i t y  h i d  f r o m  m i n e  e y e s .

Je remioh  l6 :  I  3 -17  (Emphos is  odded . )

The words of Jeremioh speok with such clority fhof they
need no explonolion. Yel we ought to soy thot our Lord
intends to gother ol l  lsroel .  His mony hunters ond f ishers
wi l l  be very thorough; they wi l l  nof  miss ony.

We must understond thot the gothering of lsroel is the
prelude ond o pori of God's plon of world redemption.
l s r o e l  m u s f  b e  g o t h e r e d  f i r s t .  H e r e  o r e  t h e  w o r d s  o f

Neph i :
And I  would,  my brethren,  thot  you should know thof  o l l  k indreds
of  the eorth connof be blessed unless he shol l  moke bore his orms
in fhe eyes of lhe notions.

Wherefore, the Lord God will proceed to moke bore his orm in fhe
eyes of  o l l  nof ions,  in br inging obout h is covenonfs ond his gospel
unto those who ore of the house of lsroel.

Wherefore, he will bring them ogoin out of coptivity, ond they
sholl be goihered together to the londs of iheir inheritonce.

And they sholl be brought out of obscurity, ond ouf of dorkness;

A n d  t h e y  s h o l l  k n o w  t h o t  t h e  l o r d  i s  t h e i . r  S o v i o r  o n d  t h e i r
Redeemer,  the mighiy one of  lsroel .  I  Nephi  7:21-25

AMERICA THE LAND OF PROMISE
Y e t  w e  c o n  h e o r  t h e  r e o d e r  o s k ,  " l f  l s r o e l  i s  o s

numerous os the sfqrs in the heovens or the sqnds upon
the seoshore, where on this eorth wil l there be room to
gother fhem?" Lehi  onswers fh is quest ion os do some of
the other prophets. Here ore some of Lehi's words:

Y e o ,  t h e  L o r d  h o t h  c o v e n o n f e d  t h i s  l o n d  u n t o  m e ,  o n d  t o  m y
chi ldren for  ever;

And olso oll those who should be led out of other countries, by fhe
hond of the [ord.

Wherefore, l, Lehi, prophesy occording to the workings of the
Spir i f  which is  in me, thot  fhere shol l  none come into th is lond,
sove fhey sholl be brought by rhe hond of the Lord.

Wherefore, this lond is consecrofed unto him whom he sholl bring.

A n d  i f  i t  s o  b e  t h o t  l h e y  s h o l l  s e r v e  h i m  o c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
commondments which he hoth given,  i t  shol l  be o lond of  l iber ty
unto lhem:

Wherefore, they sholl never be brought down inio coptivity: if so,
i t  shol l  be becouse of  in iqui ty:

For i f  in iqui ty shol l  obound, cursed shol l  be the lond for  their
sokes;

But unlo the r ighteous,  i t  shol l  be blessed for  ever.  2 Nephi  I  :8-15

The implicotion of Lehi's words ore stoggering, for they
fel l  us thot  every mon, womon ond chi ld in Americo wos
either brought here by the Lord, or his oncestors were.
Lehi tells us further fhot Americo is o consecroted lond.
And he is te l l ing us ihot  i t  is  consecrofed unto him whom
lhe Lord shol l  br ing fo i t .  This is very ploin wording.

. . .  W o u l d  y o u  b e  s e r i o u s l y
shocked  to  l eo rn  tho f  n ine ty
percenl of lsroel 's gothering is
olreody complefed?

Who ore these people whom our Lord hos brought? We
con only soy they hove come out of olmost every roce ond
notion ond tongue under heoven. And since every notion
o n  t h e  f o c e  o f  t h e  e o r f h  w i l l  h o v e  o  h e o v y  c o n t e n t  o f
lsroel i tes in i ts rociol  mokeup, is i t  unreosonoble fo expecf
the Redeemer of lsroel to bring lorge numbers of them to
his promised lond, os wel l  os some who ore nof lsroel i tes?

The reoder wi l l  know, of  course, thof  whi le dwel l ing in
their  oncient londs, the lsroel i tes were o Semit ic people,
ond bore the rociol chorocferistics of thot rqce of people.
O t h e r  p e o p l e s  r e o d i l y  i d e n t i f  i e d  t h e m  b y  t h e s e  s o m e
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Chief Captain
Remembered
run in approximately two hours The runner would carry in
his arms an effigy of the great god Huitzilopochtli made of
amaranth flour and consecrated and blessed. Pursued by
multitudes of runners the (acer would avoid being caught
by being rTror€ fleet of foot than his pursuers. All along
the way the people would offer food, fruit and even
special treats of honey and sweet drink. The feast day
celebrated this god because ". . . while he was alive, he
was never caught, never taken prisoner in war; was
always triumphant over his enemies and no matter how
swift his foes none ever caught up with him He was the
one who caught them" (Duran p. 458)

Along the way where the race was run stood arches
decorated with flowers and feathers, and lavishly
decorated banners of many types, some of gold, others
of cloth. "On the day of Panquetzaliztli small banners
were placed upon fruit trees and plants. These flags were
hung from the native cherry trees, the different types of
sapotas, the avocado trees, the guavas, the plums, the
prickly-pear cacti, the century plants, and so forth" (Duran
p 459). The practice of putting out banners or flags was
qu i teun ive rsa | though i twasmoreprominen t in the
Mexico City area and near Cholula and Tlaxcala.

According to the Book of Mormon, the historical
account was abridged and summarized from civil and'
religious records in the possession of a man named i

Morrnon. Mormon was trained from his vouth for
leadership in the army. He had the misflrtune to be the
supreme commander of his people's forces when they
were annihilated at the battle of Cumorah in 385 A.D.

Mormon was particularly interested in both the military
and religious history of his people. He was fascinated with
a military leader who had lived more than four centuries
before his day. He even named his own son in honor of
this ancient leader, Chief Captain Moroni.

According to Mormon, Chief Captain Moroni was to be
remembered for a number of special accomplishments.
Among these were the abilities shown by Moroni's armies
at moving quickly. Very often he succeeded in defending
his people by the swiftness of his armies in attack and
counterattack strategies. He invented new types of
defense for both men and cities. He also introduced his
people to an unpopular but workable system of
conscription He secured supplies and men by civil order

By Neil  Simmons

In the sixteenth century a Dominican friar, Diego Duran,
wrote two manuscripts concerning Mexican lndians-one
about their ancient history and one about their ancient
customs.

But Duran's works were never to be published in his
lifetime; in fact, almost three centuries were to pass
before his words were finally made available in Spanish. ln
1971 this fascinating study of the ancient peoples of
Mexico was translated into English and entitied Books of
fhe Gods and Rites and The Ancient Calendar
{University of Oklahoma Press),

Although the pagan practices observed by Fray Duran
are no longer remembered today, we are grateful to his
books to help us see the very end of the Mexican cultural
empire before it disappeared into the sea of western
culture.

Fray Duran's observations of the ancient customs of
the Mexican people were prompted by his fear that the
true and correct faith of Christianity was being distorted
by the covert practice of pagan and preconquest religious
r i tes (Duran p.  71) .

Diego Duran relates that the solar year was divided into
eighteen months and that there was a cCImmon
understanding among the Indians as to the rituals and
ceremoni*. *ni.n ciaracterized each of the months of
their ancient calendar. His commentary on the fifteerrth
month is particularly interesting to students of the Book of
Mormon because in this month they commemorated
"Huitzi lopochtl i ,  the supreme god of the Mexicas in
whose succor and favor the people placed all their trust"
(Duran p.  a57) .

The celebration occurred on the day ".
Panquetzaliztli, which means Raising of Banners" (Duran
p. 457). According to Duran's testimony a marathon race
was run by the fastest runner of the community. The
route of the race was oval-shaped for approximately
twenty miles around ancient Mexico City. The race was
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Book of Mormon Index Tabs Available
or

"What ls Your Work
With the

Book of Mormon?"
by Shirley Heater

Have you ever had trouble finding a certain
book in the Book of Mormon when looking up a
reference? Phil Tandy of Odessa, Missouri, had
that problem and for his Bibles (lnspired Version,
King James Version, Spanish translation and even
Joseph Smifh's New Translation), he had put
on the plastic Bible tabs available from Christian
bookstores. He had also used some blank tabs (a
few in each set) to mark Strong's Concordance for
the Greek and Hebrew sections.

Phil checked around and found there were no
such comparable tabs for the Book of Mormon and
decided it would be helpful if somebody would put
out a set of index tabs for the books of the Book
of Mormon. Then on October 12, 1985, at the
"Spend a Day With the Book of Mormon" meeting
held at the Auditorium (sponsored by FRAA), he
heard Ray Treat say in his presentation,
"Everybody has a Book of Mormon work to do." At
that moment, his desire for the Book of Mormon
tabs was brought sharply to his memory. He felt he
should do it and that he should get started right
away.

Following this he contacted Verse Finders@, a
company in l l l inois that prints Bible tabs - 100,000
sets at a time. They agreed to print the Book of
Mormon tabs. Phil, his wife Cheri, and son John,
drove to ll l inois to personally pick up the first
allotment so they would be available in time for
World Conference visitors.

The thumb-shaped tabs, called Quickfinderso,
are clear plastic and will extend out from the page
about one-half inch with a self-adhesive extension
to secure to the edge of the page. The names of
the books are printed with black letters on white
background, with gold lineation for spacing. There
are 13 tabs for the Book of Mormon, with
Enos/Jarom and Omni/Words of Mormon
combined. There were also enough tab positions
on the printing sheet to include the Doctrine and
Covenants (by number groupings). So, along with
the Bible set, this will enable you to index a
Three-in-One.

lf you would like to order a set of Quickfinders
by mail, they are available for $2.00 plus postage
from School of Saints. Or order directly from Phil
Tandy, Tanclyland, 421 S. Russel l ,  Odessa, MO
64076. They will be sent postpaid. Phil also has a
l imited supply of Verse Finders for $3.00 postpaid
to complete a Three-in-One.

What is your work with the Book of Mormon? o



Page 2O THE ZARAHEMLA RECORD Sum4er,lqll j985/Winter 1986

The  t im ing  o f  t he  f u l f i l lmen f  o f  Z ion  hos  o lwoys  been  o

mo t te r  o f  g reo t  conce rn  t o  ou r  peop le .  T rod i f i ono l l y  we

be l i eved  t ho t  i t  w i l l  be  f u l f i l l ed  when  o  g rouP  o f  peop le

w i t h  e n o u g h  d e v o t i o n  o r e  o b l e  f o  k e e p  o l l  o f  t h e

commondmen ts  ond  f hus  es tob l i sh  Z ion .  I n  o the r  wo rds

we  hove  be l i eved  t ho t  Z ion  i s  wo i f i ng  upon  ou r  r esponse .

Howeve r ,  t he  Book  o f  Mormon  sheds  odd i t i ono l  l i gh t  ond

ins igh t  on  t h i s  i s sue .  l t s  sc r i p tu res ,  i n  con iunc t i on  w i t h

those  i n  t he  I nsp i red  Rev i s i on  o f  t he  B ib l e  ond  t he  Doc t r i ne

ond  Covenon ts ,  se t  o  t ime  o r  "oppo in t "  o  f ime  fo r  Z ion  t o

come  i n to  be ing .
The  d i c t i ono ry  i nd i co tes  f ho t  f he  wo rd  "oppo in f "  meons

to  des igno te ,  dec ide  upon ,  se t  ( o  t ime  to  mee t  someone ) ,

t o  p resc r i be ,  o r  t o  o rdo in .  S ince  f he  l onguoge  o f  sc r i p i u re

i s  g i ven  f o r  ou r  unde rs tond ing ,  t he  meon ing  o f  " se t t i ng  o

t ime  to  mee t  someone"  w i l l  be  opp l i ed  t o  t he  f o l l ow ing

sc r i p tu  re .

i 1.""" . , ' '  :  ' ' i " " i ; r " :  . , . , f  i ; ' ' .  ; f " " ' - : : i . f , : , , r  ' , -  . ' . . ' " " . . . .1 ' r , j .  , " "" . ' . ' ; .  ' .[# ffjl
A l m o  i n  c h o p t e r  

' l  
9  i s  s p e o k i n g  f  o  h i s  w o y w o r d  s o n

Cor ion ton .  He perce ives  tho t  Cor ion ton  is  concerned obouf
the  resur rec f ion  o f  the  deod (verse  28) .  In  verse  32  he
f  u r t h e r  s t o t e s  t h o t  h e  ( A l m o )  h o s  i n q u i r e d  o f  G o d
concern ing  the  resur rec t ion .  The onswer  i s  in  verses  33
ond 34 :

Behold,  there is  o  t ime oppoin ted thot  o l l  sho l l  come for th  f  rom the
d e o d .  N o w  w h e n  t h i s  t i m e  c o m e t h ,  n o  o n e  k n o w s ;  b u t  G o d
knoweth the t ime which is  oppoin ted.

Among  o the r  i h i ngs ,  t hese  two  ve rses  s i gn i f y  t ho t  God

hos  de te rm ined  t ho t  o f  o  t ime  known  fo  h im  the re  sho l l  be

o resurrect ion.  A lmo goes on to  soy in  fhe next  verse thot

wh i l e  t he re  i s  more  t hon  one  resu r rec t i on ,  t he  t ime  fo r

eoch  hos  been  "oppo in fed . "  Th i s  meons  f ho t  os  h i s to r y

u n t o l d s  o n d  p r o p h e c y  i s  f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h e  s e q u e n c e

s t i pu lo ted ,  eoch  resu r rec t i on  w i l l  come  fo  poss .  l t  w i l l ,

h o w e v e r ,  b e  o t  t h e  p r o p e r  t i m e ,  f o l l o w i n g  c e r t o i n

necesso ry  even ts  wh i ch  hove  been  fu l f  i l l ed  ond  p reced ing

o the r  even ts  wh i ch  sho l l  f o l l ow .  Those  t o  be  resu r rec ted

w i l l  no t  hove  t he i r  " oppo in led "  t ime  updo fed  o r  o l t e red  t o

mo tch  ou r  r esponse  o r  l ock  o f  i t  t o  t he  Lo rd  o r  h i s  gospe l .

Thus  t he re  i s  o  p rede te rm ined  o r  "oppo in ted "  t ime  fo r

eoch  resu r rec t i on .  Resu r rec t i on  meons  o  " t ime  to  mee i

s o m e o n e "  ( G o d )  o s  i s  s t o t e d  i n  A l m o  l 9 : 1 0 5 - 1 0 6 .

I n  t h e  2 0 t h  c h o p t e r  o f  t h e  b o o k  o f  R e v e l o t i o n ,  J o h n
s p e o k s  o f  s o m e  f  o r t h c o m i n g  e v e n f  s  i n  v e r s e s  1 - 5 .  B y
reod ing  these verses  i f  i s  seen tho t  he  descr ibes  o  g roup
o f  p e o p l e  w h o s e  q u o l i t i e s  h o v e  o l l o w e d  t h e m  t o
por t i c ipo te  in  the  " f  i r s t "  resur rec t ion .  (We co l l  th is  the  f  i r s t

resurrect ion o l though there wos o resurrect ion o f  the t ime

o f  Ch r i s t . )  l n  so  do ing ,  t hey  w i l l  l i ve  ond  re i gn  w i l h  Ch r i s f

f o r  one  i housond  yeo rs  ( ve rse  4 ) .  John  i nd i co tes  t ho t  t h i s

resurrecf ion occurs  o t  the beginn ing of  the thousond yeors

( t h e  m i l l e n i u m ) .

Refer r ing now to  A lmo's  s fo tement  o f  on "oppoin fed"

t ime  fo r  eoch  resu r rec l i on  ond  John ' s  i nd i co i i on  t ho f  t h i s
" f i r s t "  r esu r rec t i on  i s  o t  f he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  m i l l en ium,  i t

i s  ev iden t  t ho t  t he  m i l l en ium i s  o l so  "oppo in fed "  i n  t ime .

Looking now ot Enoch's exper ience ei ther in Genesis
7 :70-73 or  D&C 36: l2 f -9 ,  ond 

. |3 ,  
i t  i s  seen tho t  Enoch ond

h is  peop le  sho l l  re tu rn  to  o  p loce  wh ich  lhe  Lord  (no t  o
group o f  peop le)  sho l l  p repore ,  ond i t  sho l l  be  co l led  Z ion
o r  N e w  J e r u s o l e m :

And r igh teousness  ond  t ru th  w i l l  l couse  io  sweep  the  eo r fh  os
wi ih o f lood,  io gother ouf  my own eleci  f rom fhe four quorters of
the  eo r th ,  un to  o  p loce  wh ich  I  sho l l  p repore ;  o  ho ly  c i l y  . . .  ond  i t
s h o l l  b e  c o l l e d  Z i o n ;  o  N e w  J e r u s o l e m  ( e m p t : r j : . : i a ; . 1 ) ,

At  th is  t ime ihe  Lord 's  obode w i l l  be  in  Z ion  ond os  o
resu l t  the  eor th  sho l l  res t  o  fhousond yeors .  Th is  i s  the
s o m e  p e r i o d  w h i c h  J o h n  h o s  o l r e o d y  d e s c r i b e d  i n
Reve lo t ion .  l f  there  is  o  se i  t ime fo r  the  beg inn ing  o f  the
mi l len ium ond i f  Z ion  must  be  in  opero f ion  be fore  th is
t ime, then there must olso be o sef  t ime for Zion.

Thus  by  combin ing  the  wr i t ings  o f  A lmo (wh ich  were  by
o u t h o r i t y  o f  G o d ) ,  J o h n  i n  R e v e l o t i o n  o n d  E n o c h ,  i t  i s
o p p o r e n t  t h o t  l h e r e  i s  o  t i m e  " o p p o i n t e d "  f  o r  Z i o n  t o
oppeor  upon fhe  eor th  in  i f s  des ignoted  spot .  Th is  g ives  us
o n  o s s u r o n c e  t h o t  Z i o n  s h o l l  b e  o t  o  t i m e  s p e c i f  i e d  i n
God 's  schedu le  wh ich  hos  been se t  f rom the  beg inn ing .
D o v i d  v e r i f  i e s  t h i s  i n  P s o l m  1 0 2 :  l 3  o n d  I 6 :

Thou sho l t  o r ise ,  ond hove mercy  upon Z ion ;  fo r  fhe  t ime fo  fovor

h e r ,  y e o ,  t h e  s e t  t i m e ,  i s  c o m e .

W h e n  t h e  L o r d  s h o l l  b u i l d  u p  Z i o n ,  h e  s h o l l  o p p e o r  i n  h i s  g l o r y .

Sec t i on  102  o f  t he  Doc t r i ne  ond  Covenon ts  opens  w i t h  o

s to temen t  " . . .  conce rn ing  t he  redemp t i on  o f  m ine  o f f  l i c t ed
p e o p l e . "  l t  g o e s  o n  t o  s t o t e  t h o t  " W e r e  i t  n o t  f o r  t h e

t r o n s g r e s s i o n s  o f  m y  p e o p l e . . .  t h e y  m i g h t  h o v e  b e e n

redeemed even no\^ / . "  Th is  reve lo t ion is  g iven,  we ore

to ld ,  o i  F i sh ing  R i ve r  on  June  22 ,  1834 .  l t  hos  t o  be  reod  i n

con iunc t i on  w i t h  Sec t i on  100  g i ven  i n  K i r t l ond  on  Feb ruo ry

2 4 , 1 8 3 4 .  T h e  f h i r d  v e r s e  o f  S e c t i o n  1 0 0  s p e o k s  o f  o

dec ree  wh i ch  p rom ises  t ho t  t he  b re th ren  i n  M issou r i  who
hod  been  sco r te red  wou ld  re tu rn  ogo in  t o  t he  l ond  o f  f he i r
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inheritonces if their inheritonces were not polluted. ln 3b
f h i s  r e t u r n  i s  d e s c r i b e d  o s  " . . .  t h e  r e d e m p t i o n  o f  y o u r
brethren (in Missouri); even their restorofion to the lond
of Zion . . . "  Verse I  of  Sect ion 102 is s imply o resfotement
o f  t h i s  p o s s i b l e  " r e d e m p i i o n "  o n d  d o e s  n o t  g o  o n  t o
promise Zion of fhis fime. Rofher, 102:2c eloboroles upon
Zion by soying " . . .  ond Zion con not be bui l t  up unless i f  is
b y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  , t h e  l o w  o f  t h e  c e l e s f  i o l  k i n g d o m ,
o t h e r w i s e  I  c o n  n o t  r e c e i v e  h e r  u n l o  m y s e l f . "  T h e
conditions in the Independence oreo were nof in keeping
with the celestiol kingdom ol thot t ime.

F u r t h e r  i n  v e r s e  l 0 b  o f  S e c t i o n  1 0 2  w e  r e o d  " . . .  l e t
fhose commondments which I hove given concerning Zion
o n d  h e r  l o w ,  b e  e x e c u t e d  o n d  f u l f i l l e d ,  o f t e r  h e r
redemption."  Those things of  o celest io l  nolure wi l l  only
{ u n c t i o n  p r o p e r l y  i n  t h e  r e o l i t y  o f  Z i o n .  T h e y  c o n n o t
operote properly before Zion exists.

The siiuotion described here in 1834 did not opprooch
celestiol l iving ond the return of Enoch's people owoited
f h e  f u l f  i l l m e n t  o f  m u c h  p r o p h e c y  b e f o r e  t h i s  w o u l d
h o p p e n .  T h u s  S e c t i o n  1 0 2  d o e s  n o f  p r o m i s e  t h e
redemption of Zion os being immediote.

Knowing fhere is on oppointed time for Zion gives o
new undersfonding to the well-known possoge in D&C
140:5c obout Zionic condi t ions:

The  work  o f  p reporo t ion  ond  the  pe r fec t i on  o f  my  So in ts  go
forword slowly, ond Zionic condifions ore no further owoy nor ony
closer thon the spirituol condition of my people iustif ies;

Nofe fhot this possoge does not refer to esfoblishing
Z i o n  b u t  Z i o n i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  Z i o n i c
condifions fhof ore dependenl upon our spirituol response

not Zion i tsel f .  Zion wi l l  begin ot  i ts  oppointed t ime.
W h i l e  w e  o s  i n d i v i d u o l s  o t t e m p t  t o  c r e o t e  Z i o n i c

c o n d i t i o n s  w h e r e v e r  w e  c o n  -  i n  o u r  h o m e s ,  f q m i l i e s ,
congregotions, work environmenls, etc. - we con never
olter God's timetoble by our "works" or "worthiness." We
could, however, receive the immediofe benefits of l iving
in Zionic condi t ions unt i l  God's oppointed t ime. This is
God's desire for us.

The motivotion for true repenfonce ond the desire for
meoningful preporotion is greotly enhonced by reolizing
there is o set t ime for Zion.

Once ogoin the Book of Mormon.hos been instrumentol
in odding to our understonding of God's plon. Knowing
fhere is on oppointed time for fhe "first" resurrecfion is
t h e  k e y  f o  k n o w i n g  t h e r e  i s  o  s e t  t i m e  f o r  Z i o n .  T o
summorize: I ) Almo slotes there is o fime oppointed for
eoch resurrecfion, 2) John fells us fhe "first" resurrection
is ot  the beginning of  the mi l lenium, therefore,  fhere is o
t ime oppointed for fhe mi l lenium, 3) The esiobl ishment of
T i o n  b y  t h e  L o r d  i s  c o r r e l o t e d  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e
mi l lenium, fherefore,  there is o sel  t ime for Zion. Zion is
p o r t  o f  l h e  L o r d ' s  p l o n  f o r  o  f  i n o l  w i t n e s s  t o  l h e  w o r l d
before the stort of the millenium. Knowing there is o sef
time for Zion should motivofe us to loy oside ony lendency
to procrostinote our preporotion.

The works ond the designs, ond the purposes of God, con nol be
frusiroted, neither con they come to noughi, for God doth noi
wolk in crooked poths;

neither dofh he iurn to the right hond nor to the left;

neither doth he vory from thot which he horh soid; lherefore his
course is one elernol round.

R e m e m b e r ,  r e m e m b e r ,
frustroted. but the work

lho t  i t  i s  no t  the  work  o f  God  tho t  i s
o f  men ;  D&C 2 : t ,  2o  O

father, and consecrated new ones in their stead, such as were
llfted up In the pride of their hearts.

Yea, and thus they were supported in their laziness, and in their
idolatry, and in their whoredoms, by the taxes which King Noah had
put upon his people; thus did the people labor exceedingly, to sup-
port iniquity. Mosiah 7:8,9

The Lamanites began to come upon Noah's people, slay-
ing them in their fields. King Noah sent guards to keep them
off, but the Lamanites killed the guards and drove their
flocks out of the land: the Lamanites began to destroy them.

And it came to pass that King Noah sent his armies against them,
and they were driven back, or they drove them back for a time;
therefore they returned rejoicing in their spoil.

And now, because this great victory, they were llfted up In the
prlde ol thelr hearts; they did boast in their own strength, saying,
that their fifty could stand against thousands of the l-amanites.
Mosiah 7:25,26

Of course we know that Noah and his priests ultimately
died in their sins.

Just prior to the coming of Christ around 29 8.C., the
Nephites were still struggling with this problem of pride.

But it came to pass in the twenty and ninth year, there began to be
some disputings among the people;

And some were llfted up unto prlde and boastings, because of
their exceeding great riches, yea, even unto great persecutions:
for there were many merchants in the land, and also many lawyers,
and man officers.

And the people began to be distinguished by ranks, according to
their riches, and their chances for learning;

And thus there became a great inequality in allthe land, insomuch
that the church began to be broken up; yea, insomuch that in the
thirtieth year the church was broken up in allthe land, save it were
among a few of the Lamanites, who were converted unto the true
faith;

Now the cause of this iniquity of the people was this: Satan had
great power, unto the stirring up of the people to do all manner of in-
iquity, and to the pufflng them up wlth prlde, tempting them to
seek for power, and authority, and riches, and the vain things of the
wor fd .  3  Nephi  3 :10-12;15,17

In Fourth Nephi we learn that the Nephites again fell into
the snare of pride, even though they had experienced the
marvelous ministry of their Lord, Jesus Christ, when he
healed their sick, blessed their children and taught them the
gospel. They lived in peace, having all things common dur-
ing their "Golden Age" for nearly 200 years. Then Mormon,
the abridger of the record, notes:

...they had become exceeding rich, because of their prosperity in
Christ.
And now in this two hundred and first year, there began to be
among them those who were llfted up In prlde, such as the wear-
ing of costly apparel, and all manner of fine pearls, and of the fine
things of the world.

And from that time forth they did have their goods and their
substance no nlore common among them, and they began to be
divided into classes, and they began to build up churches unto
themselves, to get gain, and began to deny the true church of
Christ. 4 Nephi 1:26-28

(Continued on page 22)
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The Nephites just could not handle prosperity. Riches
always seemed to lead to the formation of class distinctions.
The Book of Proverbs contains a statement that most of us
quote as "Pride goeth before a fall." The scripture actually
says, however, "Pride goeth before destruction and a
haughty spirlt before a fall."

This is what happened to the Nephites that brought such
great sorrow to Mormon, their general. His letter to his son,
Moroni, on the eve of his death summarizes the conditions
brought upon his people by pride:

Behold, my son, I will write unto you again if I go not out soon
against the Lamanites.

Behold, the prlde of this nation, or the people of the Nephites, hath
proven their destruction, except they should repent.

And after rejecting so great a knowledge, my son, they must perish
soon, unto the fulfilling of the prophecies which were spoken by the
prophets, as well as the words of our Savior himself.

Moroni  8 :30,31,34

What a sad commentary on a people who had everything
they needed for salvation and willfully rejected it. This
knowledge should strengthen our resolve to fast and pray
that we avoid the awful snare of pride. O

c h o r o c t e r i s l i c s .  H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  w e  o r e  s e o r c h i n g  f  o r
lsroel i tes in the 20th century,  we shol l  not  expect fhem fo
exhibi t  the some physicol  ond rociol  chorocter ist ics their
fothers did some seventy-five generotions ogo when our
Lord first scottered them into every notion ond upon oll
the foce of  the eorth ( l  Nephi  7:6-12).

S o m e  w i l l  n o w  h o v e  d o r k  o r  b l o c k  s k i n s .  l s r o e l i i e s
coming from Chino wi l l  look l ike Chinese. Those lsroel i tes
coming from the Scondinovion countr ies wi l l  hove the
physicol chorocteristics of people from Norwoy, Sweden
or Denmork.  We hove some very f ine Polynesion fr iends
w h o  p r o u d l y  s h o r e  t h e  r o c i o l  c h o r o c f e r i s t i c s  o f  P o l y -
nesions, but who wi l l  o lso insist  thot  fhey ore descended
from Joseph.

When our friends osk how con these things be we offer
the words of  Poul :

For he is nol o Jew, which is one outwordly ...
But he is o Jew, which is one inwordly ... in the t_l,ll,;; 

2:28-29

Jesus wos speoking in lhe some vein when he soid,  " l t  is
ihe Spir i t  thot  quickeneth;  the f lesh prof i teth nothing . . . "
( J o h n  6 : 6 3 )  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  s h o l l  n o t  b e  f o o  g r e o t l y
concerned with the rociol chorocteristics of 20th century
lsroel i tes.  For fhey wi l l  be os vor ied os the mony nol ions
from which they wi l l  be gofhered.

S i n c e  A m e r i c o  i s  i n d e e d  G o d ' s  p r o m i s e d  l o n d  o n d
blessed forever unlo fhe righteous, we must know fhot
ofter severol cenfuries of immigrotion from olmost every
not ion under heoven there must now be mony mi l l ions of
lsroelites in Americo. We ore not wrif ing of Jews who ore
o f  J u d o h ;  w e  o r e  w r i t i n g  o f  f h o s e  w h o m  t h e  p r o p h e t s
colled lsroel whose oncestors were of the norfhern ten
tribes of lsroel. Both groups ore equolly lsroelite, buf the
world knows nothing, os of todoy, obout lsroelites who

ore not Jews. Buf we ore sure they soon wil l.
F o r  l o c o t i n g  l o t t e r  d o y  l s r o e l ,  n o  w o r d s  o f f e r  m o r e

enlightenment thon lhe words of Amos:

Woe to fhem thof ore ot eose in Zion, ond irust in fhe mounloin of
S o m o r i o ,  w h i c h  o r e  n o m e d  c h i e f  o f  f  h e  n o l i o n s ,  t o  w h o m  f h e
house of  lsrqel  come! Amos 6: l

W h e n  A m o s  g o v e  u s  t h e  w o r d s  q u o t e d  o b o v e ,  h e  w o s
u s i n g  S o m o r i o ,  o n c e  t h e  h o m e l o n d  o f  l s r o e l  w i t h  i f s
p o l y g l o t  p e o p l e s ,  o s  o  m e f o p h o r  f o r  A m e r i c o  w i t h  i t s
mult i rociol  c i t izenry ond i ts unbel ief .  This worning voice of
Amos wos roised ogoinst those of us who ore indifferent
where the couse of Zion is concerned, who see no need to
prepore for Zion, who ore well sotisfied with fhings os
t h e y  o r e  t o d o y .  A m o s  i s  s o y i n g  t h e i r  l r u s l  i s  i n  t h e i r
country, in its government, its lows, its monetory sysfem
ond ifs free enferprise system insteod of in God, his Chrisf
ond h is  k ingdom.

T o  m o k e  s u r e  w e  m i s s  n o n e  o f  A m o s ' s  s o l e m n
odmonit ion,  we ought fo note he is oddressing o people
who ore l iving in the very chief omong the notions of the
e o r f  h ,  o n d  t o  w h o m  t h e  h o u s e  o f  l s r o e l  c o m e .  H e  i s
speoking to lof ler  doy lsroel ,  ond not to former doy lsroel .
Nephi  speoks in o s imi lor  woy to us:

Therefore,  wo be unto him thot  is  o l  eose in Zion.

Wo be unto him fhot  cr ieth,  Al l  is  wel l ;  yeo,  wo be unto him tho?
heorkeneth unto the precepts of men, ond denieih the power of
God, ond the gi f t  of  the Holy Ghost .2 Nephi  l2:30-31

N o w  i h o t  w e  k n o w  w h e r e  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  o f
lsroel  is ,  we know fhot their  gother ing hos been going on
for mony generotions. Now we osk the reoder, "Would
you be seriously shocked fo leorn thot ninety percent of
lsroel 's gother ing is olreody completed? ls i t  f rue thot ol l
they need is the coming of their Redeemer to coll them
together ond give them identity, definit ion ond purpose
ond to pour out his spir i t  upon fhem to moke them one ond
o l s o  b r o t h e r s  o n c e  m o r e ? "  H i s t o r y  t e l l s  u s  t h o f  o l l
l s r o e l i t e s  d o  n o t  o b e y  o r  h e e d  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e i r
Redeemer. But they ore oll enfif led to on opportunity fo
heor the voice of the Good Shepherd ond, thereby, choose
l i fe insteod of  deoth.

As we ponder the scriptures presenfed, we begin to see
fhe plon of God is more complete thon we reolized. This
should br ing ioy to our souls ond give us mot ivot ion to
c o n t i n u e  o u r  p r e p o r o f i o n  t o  p o r f i c i p o t e  i n  t h e  N e w
Jerusolem. t l

Observe this olwoys. In the greotest disiress, seorch unfil you find
c o u s e  f o r  t h o n k f u l n e s s .  T h e n  b l e s s  o n d  t h o n k .  Y o u  h o v e  t h u s
estoblished o line of communicotion between yourself ond Me.
Along thof l ine let your cry of distress follow.

Insfeod of  despoir ing,  Nephi  proised God fhot only He
could sove them. He ful ly expected fhot ol l  t rouble ond
sorrow would furn out for  g lory to God, ond i t  d id.

In conclusion we see thot humi l i ty "before lhe Lord" is
not ot  o l l  the some os mon's def in i t ion.  l t  is  so much more
thon we hod ever supposed. The Book of Mormon reveols
to us i ts grove importonce to our physicol  ond spir i tuol  l i fe
ond deoth, os well os new undersionding regording oll of
its focets os toughf in oll scriptures. O



AN0THER L00K-from page 3
The Lord's Supper After Boptism

We know it wos lote when fhe people hurried to their
homes for, immediofely, "before if wos yet dork", they
told how they hod seen Jesus ond thot he would refurn on
the morrow. Dorkness comes quickly in the tropics so the
people hod been ot the temple most oJ the doy. All thot
night ihey spreod the word ond the next morning sow o
much lorger multitude. We ore nof told how mony were
there on thot second doy, but the crowd wos so greot thot
Nephi divided it into twelve groups ond eoch of the newly
ordoined disciples begon to teoch the people. Firsf fhey
offered proyer, then they orose ond "ministered" unto the
people. Whof wos thof ministry?

And when they hod ministered those some words which Jesus hod
s p o k e n - n o t h i n g  v o r y i n g  f r o m  t h e  w o r d s  w h i c h  J e s u s  h o d
spoken-behold, they knelt ogoin, ond proyed to the Fother in the
nome of Jesus, ond they did proy for thof which fhey most desired;
ond they desired rhol the Holy Ghost should be given unfo them.

3  N e p h i  9 : 1 0

J e s u s  h o d  g i v e n  t h e  l w e l v e  l h e  e x o c t  w o r d s  o f  t h e
boptismol covenonf which they were fo use when they
boptized the people, olfer he hod oscended fo heoven.
This wos the next morning ond they did "minister"  h is
exoct words. Then they proyed for the reception of the
Holy Ghost which wos promised il ihey were boptized. A
bopf ismol service for  the people thol  morning is impl ic i f  in
f  h o t  v e r s e .  S u r e l y  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  h o v e  p r o y e d  f  o r  f  h e
reception of the Holy Ghost if fhe people hod not olreody
c o m p l i e d  w i f h  l h e  c o m m o n d m e n t  g i v e n  i u s f  l h e  d o y
before thot they first be boptized.

M o r m o n ' s  o c c o u n t  t h e n  r e l o t e s  t h e  b o p t i s m  o f  t h e
twelve which oppeors to be out of sequence. One possible
explonotion is thof the sequence wos oltered by Mormon
to fit o poetic writ ing pottern. However, the imporfonf
poinf to remember is thot the Lord himself commonded no
one should eot the symbols of his body unless they hod
first mode covenont with him in boptism:

... Behold, there sholl one be ordoined omong you, ond to him will
I give power thot he sholl breok breod, ond bless it, ond give it
unio fhe people of my church, unto oll those who sholl believe ond
be boptized in my nome. 3 Nephi 8:32

It wos ofter these evenis thot Jesus oppeored ogoin in
their  midst .  He then commonded them ol l  to kneel  ond
proy ond he went oporf ond proyed three seporote times
for the people. Some words of his proyers were recorded
but of the third proyer Mormon wrote: "... so greot ond

morvelous were the words which he proyed, thot they

connof be writ ien, neilher con ihey be ultered by mon."
(3  Neph i  9 :34)

rxe zananemm necon
This proyer experience wos followed by the mirocle of

the Lord's Supper. Christ commonded them to rise ond
stqnd upon their feet. They were nof seoted comfortobly
os on the previous doy.

And it come fo poss fhot he breok breod ogoin, ond blessed it, ond
gove il to ihe disciples to eof.

And when they hod eoten he commonded them thof they should
breok breod ond give it io the multitude.

And when they hod given unto the multitude, he olso gove them
wine lo drink, ond commonded them thot ihey should give unlo
ihe mul t i tude.

N o w  t h e r e  h o d  b e e n  n o  b r e o d ,  n e i t h e r  w i n e ,  b r o u g h t  b y  i h e
disciples, neither by the mulfitude; bul he truly gove unto fhem
breod lo eof, ond olso wine to drink. 3 Nephi 9:4O-13

O n  t h i s  o c c o s i o n ,  t h e  L o r d  m o d e  o  c o v e n o n t  w i t h  i h e
people (verse 44) ond the mult i tude wos f i l led wi th the
Holy Spirif, not with food os before, ond they gove glory fo
Jesus. This wos ihe first observotion of lhe new covenont.
T h e  o l d  l o w  o f  o n i m o l  s o c r i f  i c e s  w o s  d o n e  o w o y  w i t h ,
f  u l f  i l l e d  i n  C h r i s f  ,  o n d  n o w  h e  h o d  i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  n e w
symbols to be used in memory of his socrif ice. This wos
the some os he hod done o few months eorlier when he
fook his lost  meol wi fh the oposl les in Jerusolem.

Mormon wrote thot Jesus truly tought the people for
t h e  s p o c e  o f  t h r e e  d o y s  o n d  " o f t e r  t h o l ,  h e  d i d  s h e w
himself unto them oft, ond did breok breod oft, ond bless
i t  ond give i t  unto them." (3 Nephi  l2:6) Apporent ly ol l  of
these visits were occomplished before the end of rhol 34th
yeor.

No doubt much of whof Mormon wos forbidden to write
deolt with the operotion of the kingdom which come os
fhe result of Christ's ministry. The record of 4 Nephi covers
m o r e  t h o n  2 0 0  y e o r s  i n  i u s t  o  f  e w  w o r d s .  B u i  M o r m o n
does tell us whot brought fhe eventuol downfoll of the
Nephite notion. He lists pride in costly things of the world,
t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  p r i v o t e  r i c h e s ,  o n d  o  d e n i o l  o f  t h e  t r u e
church of Christ. Those churches who no longer procticed
the gospel of Christ were serving the socred symbols of
the Lord's socrif ice to fhose who hod no right fo receive it:

And it come lo poss lhot when fwo hundred ond ien yeors hod
possed owoy, lhere were mony churches in the lond; yeo, fhere
were mony churches which professed fo know the Christ, ond yet
rhey did deny the more porl of his gospel, insomuch thot ihey did
receive oll monner of wickedness, ond did odminister thot which
wos socred unlo him fo whom it hod been forbidden, becouse of
unworfh iness.  4 Nephi  1:29

Remember thot the definit ion of unworthy from the words
of Chr isf  in 3 Nephi  8:32 ond 6l  ,  62 is one who hos nof
r e p e n t e d  o n d  b e e n  b o p t i z e d .  T h e y  h o d  c h o n g e d  t h e
ordinonces ond broken the everlosting covenonf, which is
the ful lness of  the gospel .

The scriptures beor record of the foilures of others who
once hod the fullness of the gospel buf lost it by chonging
ihe ordinonces. In Abrohom's doy the bopiism of woter
wos chonged for the spr inkl ing of  the blood of  onimols
(Genesis 17:4-61.V.) .  The Nephites fo i led to keep the low
concerning fhe Lord's Supper. The resfored church wos
worned from the doy of its inception noi to chonge fhe
o r d i n o n c e s ,  f  o r  d o i n g  s o  w o u l d  b r e o k  t h e  e v e r l o s t i n g
covenont.  Our only hope for ihe k ingdom is fo honor the
gospel  in i ts fu l lness,  which includes the Book of  Mormon
ond the ordinonces os commonded by the Lord.O
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i
spec io l  th ings for  the Book of  Mormon through o ser ies  o f

u n i q u e  e v e n t s  s u c h  o s  t h e  p u b l i c o f i o n  o f  t h e  b o o k

Discovery  o f  Genes is ,  the d iscovery  o f  the or ig ino l  Anthon

monuscr ip t  ond fhe d iscovery  o f  bor ley  for  the f  i rs t  t ime in

the New Wor ld .  Af ter  o  whi le  i t  become obv ious thot  these

Book of  Mormon-re lo ted evenis  were not  co inc idento l  buf

po r t  o f  o  d i v i ne  p lon .  A  comp le te  d i scuss ion  i s  ou t s i de  t he

scope of  th is  tes t imony but  I  w i l l  l i s t  some of  the fh ings the

Lord is  fe l l ing us through these evenfs .  (More in formof ion

i s  f  o u n d  i n  R e c e n t  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  D e v e l o p m e n l s  i n

seve ro l  r e l o ted  o r t i c l es  i nc l ud ing  t he  cho r f  on  p .  16 . )

l .  There wi l l  be o  Book of  Mormon breokthrough.
2.  Th is  breokthrough wi l l  be in  fhe not  too for  d is tont

f  u tu  re .

3 .  The ex is tence of  the greot  Jored i fe  c iv i l i zo t ion wi l l
be d iscovered.

4.  The ex is tence of  the Book of  Remembronce wi l l
become known.

5.  The knowledge thot  fhe gospel  o f  Jesus Chr is f  wos
ovo i l ob le  be fo re  f he  t ime  o f  Ch r i s t  w i l l  become  known .

6 .  Joseph  Smi th  J r .  w i l l  be  vo l i do ted  os  o  p rophe t .
7 .  T h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  w i l l  b e  t o k e n  s e r i o u s l y  b y

scho lo rs .

8 .  A complefe  Book of  Mormon geogrophy wi l l  be
prov ided.

9.  The corre lo t ion between Mesoomer icon orchoe-
o logy ond the Book of  Mormon wi l l  be occepted.

10.  More Book of  Mormon records wi l l  come for th .
I  

'1 .  
The Lord is  prepor ing fhe Jews fo  rece ive the Book

of  Mormon.
12.  The use of  wheot  ond bor ley  in  Book of  Mormon

t imes  w i l l  be  vo l i do ted .

1 3 .  T h e  C h i n e s e  w i l l  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  o s  o  B o o k  o f
Mormon-re lo fed people .

14 .  The  A robs  w i l l  come  to  know the i r  he r i t oge  os  o
Book of  Mormon-re lo ted people .

These four  fes t imonies-phyfo l i fhs ,  geogrophy,  more of
Jesus Chr is t  ond the recenf  developments- fe l l  me fhe
Lord is  o l reody prepor ing fo  move heoven ond eor th  lo
v o l i d o f e  H i s  w o r d  i n  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  T h i s
unde rs tond ing  shou ld  moke  i t  t he  key  t o  ou r  cu r ren t  l i f e
os  we l l  os  t he  f u tu re .  O

t;*'+llt+liiilll.tl,

MAYA ART EXHIBIT IN KANSAS CITY
July 19 - September 7

A major art exhibit, "Maya - Treasures of an Ancient
Civil ization," wil l  begin a seven-week show at Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas City, Missouri on July
1 gth, concluding September 7th.

As reported in the last Zarahemla Record, the
exhibit of Mayan artifacts was organized by the
Albuquerque Museum of Art, History, and Science,
and features objects on loan from the governments of
Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize as well as from
museums in the United States and Canada. Included in
the exhibit are artifacts recovered from Mayan tombs,
massive carved stone stelae, jade and shell jewelry,
golden figurines, and painted ceramics.

lf you live in the Kansas City area, or are planning a
vacation trip, plan to take advantage of this opportunity
to view first hand these artifacts from Book of Mormon
heritage peoples. The Nelson-Atkins Museum is
located near the Country Club Plaza at 4525 Oak.
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