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LOOKING BACK

As 1 986 draws to a close, we
can look back and see that this
was a significant year for the Book
of Mormon. The ancient Maya
received wide publicity with two
major art exhibits and much new
information on the Hebrew nature
of the Book of Mormon first ap-
peared.

The Maya

Last summer 78,000 people in
the Kansas City area viewed and
pondered the artifacts of the Maya
exhibit at the Nelson Art Gallery.
The fascination for the mysterious
Maya has not seemed to diminish
in the 145 years since two of the
first reporters, Catherwood and
Stevens, published their on-sight
reports and drawings. Maya-
Treasures of an Ancient
Civilization was a comprehensive
exhibit of artifacts covering Mayan
history. The drama of the Maya
civilization, encompassing their
beginnings, highpoint and eventual
demise, seemed more apparent in
the confines of the exhibit gallery.
Without much prompting, one
could discern in the tangible re-
mains the gradual spiritual decline
of a great people.

The commonly-held belief that
the great architecture and art of
the Classic Maya (A.D. 250-900)
was built by a peace-loving people
is gradually being replaced by a
much different picture. The Blood
of Kings - A New lnterpretation
of Maya Arf exhibit at the Kimbell
Art Museum in Fort Worth, Texas
was created by Linda Schele, a
leading expert in Maya
hieroglyphics, and Mary Ellen
Miller, professor of art history at
Yale, to give a more realistic pic-
ture of the Classic Maya. Being
able to decipher the hieroglyphs
has enabled a new interpretation of
the art. The exhibit was organized
around eight themes and events in
the lives of Maya rulers that occur
repeatedly in their art such as
bloodletting and the vision quest,
war and captive sacrifice, and the

ballgame. Indeed, one who
believes the Book of Mormon
chronology to be correct could
find satisfaction that this exhibit
sought to confirm the same picture
of the warfare of the Classic Maya
that the Book of Mormon has held
forth since 1830.

The people known to the world
as the ancient Maya fill up most of
the pages of the Book of Mormon.
Therefore, whatever happens in
Maya archaeology has relevance
to the Book of Mormon including
increased public interest in the
subject.

M.  L.T.

Hebrew Poetry

John Welch,  in  1981 ,  opened
the public arena of Hebrew
scholarship of the Book of Mormon
with the publishing of his book,
Chiasmus in Antiquity. This
book contained articles on
chiasmus (a poetic device used by
ancient Hebrews) in the Old and
New Testament as well as several
ancient languages. The articles
were written by eminent scholars
of Hebrew. John Welch's article in
this book, "Chiasmus in the Book
of Mormon," placed the Book of
Mormon into the world of Hebrew
literature and scholarship for the
first time since its publication in
1830. The signif icance of this
event cannot be overstated.

The field of Book of Mormon
Hebrew studies has experienced
another breakthrough in 1996 with
the appearance of the two articles
by Angela Crowell in the
Zarahemla Record. For the first
time, we now have information
about other forms of Hebrew
poetry, in addition to chiasmus, in
the Book of Mormon. The impact
of this research will continue to
grow as it is understood and uti-
lized by you, the reader. The field
of Book of Mormon Hebrew
studies is in its infancy. We watch
the expanding development of this
field with great anticipation!

R .C.T .



by Raymond C. Treat

We need to realize that euidences which
ualidate the hi.storicity of the Book of Mormon
are not limited to archaeologg alone.

Those of  us who bel ieve in the
Book of  Mormon are aware that
there is abundant informat ion f rom
Mesoamerican archaeology to
substant iate the Book of  Mormon
record as authent ic history.  What
most do not real ize,  however,  is
that scientif ic evidence for Book of
Mormon history is not l imi ted to
archaeology, but can also be found
in Mesoamerican l inguist ics.  I t  is
important to remember that  the
people of  the Book of  Mormon lef t
beh ind  no t  on ly  the  mater ia l  re -
mains of  their  existence but their
words as wel l .

L inguist ics

Linguist ics is the scient i f ic  study
of language and is one of  the ma-
jor subdiv is ions of  anthropology.
Much has been discovered about
the nature of  language and how i t

changes throughout t ime. The bet-

ter  the l inguists understand the

laws that govern the develoPment
of  languages, the better theY can
understand the historY of the
peoples speaking those languages.
Thus the f ie ld of  l inguist ics ref lects
both the laws of  language change
and the history of  the PeoPle
speaking a Part icular language.

Book of Mormon Languages

A careful reading of the Book of

Mormon shows there are several
languages being sPoken. We know
that two grouPs were directed to
leave the land of  Jerusalem short ly
a f te r  600 B.C. ;  f i r s t ,  the  grouP led
by Lehi  and second, the PeoPle of
Zarahemla (Muleki tes).  Obviously
both groups spoke the same
language at  the t ime theY lef t
Jerusalem. However,  less than 400
years later we f ind the PeoPle of
Zarahemla unable to understand
the language of  the NePhites
(Omni  1 :30-32) .Group separa t ion  is

a major cause of  language change.
Another reason the language of  the
people of  Zarahemla had become a
separate language was because
they had not brought records wi th
them or kept records dur ing their
400 years in the New World.

S imi la r ly ,  Par t  o f  Leh i ' s  co lonY
exper ienced a change in language
because of  separat ion and their
fa i lure to keeP wri t ten records.

Short ly af ter  the death of  Lehi  (2

Nephi 4:7 '73),  the NePhites and
Lamanites became two seParate
groups, separated geograPhical lY
as wel l  as spir i tual ly.  The Nephites
retained the records brought wi th

them and kePt current records as

commanded bY God. Based on the

fol lowing scriPture, we can con'
clude that by 145-123 B.C. the
Lamanites had develoPed their  own

language.

And thus  the  language  o f  NePh i
began  to  be  taugh t  among  a l l  t he

people of  the Lamani tes.
.  .  .  they taught them that  they should

keep their  record,  and that  theY

migh t  wr i te  one  to  ano the r .
Mos iah  11 :49 ,51

In ef fect ,  th is passage tel ls us that
the Lamanites no longer knew how

to speak or wr i te the NePhite
language.

We are also to ld about an ear l ier
Book of  Mormon PeoPle who sPoke

st i l l  a di f ferent and unrelated
language (Omni  1 :35-39) .  These
people are the Jaredi tes who lef t

the great tower at  the t ime the
Lord confused the language of  the
people.  The language of  the
Jaredi tes was not changed so we

may assume that theY remained
the only peoPle st i l l  sPeaking the

or ig inai  language which began with

Adam. They brought a wr i t ten

record wi th them, no doubt the

Book of  Remembrance (Genesis

6:5,47\.  Because their  language
had remained unchanged, theY



would have been the only ones who
could have read the Book of
Remembrance.

Strong evidence confirming this
belief about the Book of Remem-
brance comes from an analysis of
the Chinese language (see Recent
Book of Mormon Deuelopments p.
49). This is a remarkable example
of how a written language has
preserved its history within the
language i tsel f .  Combining ar-
chaeology, geography and
l inguist ics,  we conclude that the
Jaredites traveled across Asia from
their  homeland in Sumeria to
China and then across the Paci f ic
to the western coast of
Mesoamerica.

In summary, we have learned
from just a few verses that the
Book of Mormon speaks clearly of
four languages by 123 B.C. The
people who came from the land of
Jerusalem spoke at least three
languages der ived from a single
mother language and the Jaredi tes
spoke an unrelated fourth lan-
guage. We can then assume that
the native languages spoken today
by the descendents of the Book of
Mormon peoples should be related
to the languages spoken dur ing
Book of  Mormon t imes and would
therefore be a source for histor ical
informat ion.

Let us now examine this assump-
t ion by looking to Mesoamerica,
the geographic area where the
events of the Book of Mormon
took place. We wi l l  look f i rst  at  the
Maya, the largest language group
in Mesoamerica.

The Maya

The Maya area of southern Mex-
ico,  Guatemala and adjacent areas
is the geographic heart  of  the Book
of Mormon area dur ing Nephite
t imes. The l inguist ic map in f igure
1 shows the location of present-day
Maya speakers. The evidence from
archaeology as well as from
geography tel ls us that  the'Maya,
as we know them today, are most
l ikely a mixture of  a l l  three groups

- Nephites, Lamanites and the peo-
ple of  Zarahemla. This means the
Maya tribes are the most important
Book of  Mormon-related Indian
group today.

The Maya Language Family

A language fami ly is a group of
languages descended from a single
language. The chart  in f igure 2
shows a proposed history of the
Maya language family from the
or ig inal  language (cal led Proto
Maya) to the thirty-one known
languages today. They are al l
separate languages as are Engl ish
and Cerman but they share enough
simi lar i t ies to be part  of  the same
family. All are spoken today except
Chicomuceltec and Cholt i  which
have recently become extinct.

lf the Maya represent the
Nephites,  Lamanites and people of
Zarahemla, the Maya language
fami ly t ree in f igure 2 would be a
l inguist ic history of  these people
from the t ime they lef t  the land of
Jerusalem short ly af ter  600 B.C.
up to the present t ime. Given the
present state of  knowledge in the
f ie ld of  l inguist ics,  we can say
there is general agreement between
the chart  and the Book of  Mormon.

For example,  i f  the Maya lan-

guage fami ly or ig inated in the land
of Jerusalem, we would expect that
th is fami ly would not be related to
any other language fami ly in the
New World unless some other
group of which we are unaware
came from the same area. There
have been several attempts over
the years to relate the Maya
language fami ly to other l inguist ic
groups in the New World.  The
latest comment on these attempts
confirms that there are no known
relat ives (Campbel l  and Kaufman
1 9 8 5 :  1 9 1 ) .

Another interest ing correlat ion is
a proposal  by Kaufman (1976)
about the development of the Maya
fami ly that  paral le ls the Book of
Mormon out l ine.  His theory sug-
gests that  the mother language,
Proto Maya, was f i rst  spoken in the
highlands of  western Guatemala.
Maya speakers then expanded
down the Usumacinta River into
the lowlands of  northern
Guatemala where the Yucatecan
and Greater Cholan subgroups are
found today. Later,  the Tzel ta lan
group returned to the highlands of
Chiapas, Mexico,  adjacent to
western Guatemala.  Dur ing the
t ime of  the Classic Lowland Maya
culture (A.D. 300-900) there was
much interact ion which resul ted in
many words being borrowed both

il
B.

Maya
Mixe-Zoque

Fig. 1-Location ol Maya and Mixe-Zoque languages c. A.D. 1S00.
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Maya Language FamilY

they entered the highlands. The

highlands of  Guatemala can be

considered their  or ig inal  homeland.

This correlates wi th the Guatemala
highlands being the homeland of

Proto Maya sPeakers- Later,  Mosiah

and his fo l lowers were directed
down to the lowlands of  northern

Guatemala where theY discovered

the people of  Zarahemla. Again,

th is correlates wi th Maya speakers

expanding down the Usumacinta
River.  The return of  the Tzel ta lan
group to the highlands is-reminis-
ient of the return of Zeniff 's grouP

to  the i r  o r ig ina l  homeland in  the

highlands. The 200 or so Years of

spir i tual  peace which occurred
after the aPPearance of Jesus

Yucatecan Huastecan

would have been a t ime of  max-

imum interact ion between tr ibes

which had sPir i tual lY overcome

their  " i teness" (4 NePhi 1:20).

We can begin to see that there is

an excel lent  corresPondence be-

tween the historY of the MaYa

language and the Book of  Mormon'

The later seParat ions on the chart

give us a gl imPse of  the historY of

ih" d"t .endents of  the Book of

Mormon peoPles after the NePhite

destruct ion.  The many separat ions

on the chart  are in harmonY with

Moroni 's statement that  the

Lamanites were constant lY at  war

with each other (Mormon 4:10),  im-

ply ing a cont inuing fragmentat ion

Pokomhi

Fig.2-The Maya language family. Dotted lines represent less secure classifications (after Campbell and Kaufman 1985)'

within the MaYa familY and from
the Maya bY neighboring non-MaYa
languages.

Book of Mormon and MaYa Patterns
Gompared

This theorized Pattern of move-
ment among MaYa sPeakers Pro-
vides a str iking Paral lel to the
Book of Mormon Pattern even
though the dates currentlY Pro-
posed by Kaufman are not in
agreement with the Book of
Mormon.

According to archaeologY and
geographY, the most l ikelY landing
ireifoi Lehi 's grouP was the Paci-
fic coast of Guatemala from which

Tzeltalan

Urpaffioc



of exist ing tr ibes into more groups.
Another important correlation

between Maya ritual language and
the Book of Mormon is that both
make use of paired couplets or
word pairs. Word pairs seem to be
the foundation of Hebrew poetry.
The information on the Hebrew
poetry in this issue and in the last
issue of the Zarahemla Record is
new. The discovery of paired
couplets in the Maya language is
also relatively new (Edmonson
1971,). The Maya hieroglyphs are
known to contain chiasms as well
as couplets. A chiasm is a form of
ancient poetry used extensively by
the Hebrews. The writers in the
Bible and the Book of Mormon
made extensive use of chiasms.

We can see that Maya linguistics
correlates closely with the pattern
of the Book of Mormon groups that
came from the Jerusalem area. But
what about the correlat ion of the
Jaredite language with Meso-
american l inguist ics?

The Olmec

The Olmec represent the mother
civi l izat ion of Mesoamerica and the
New World. They appear to be the
high point of the Jaredite civi l iza-
t ion. The Book of Mormon tel ls us
that the Jaredites came from a dif-
ferent area of the Middle East than
the other groups. lt is estimated
they left about 1800 years earlier
than the Nephites. In addit ion, they
were the only group whose
language was not changed by the
Lord at the great tower. Obviously
the Jaredites spoke a different
language from those who left
Jerusalem in 600 B.C. Therefore, i f
the Olmec are Jaredites, the Book
of Mormon requires them to speak
a language unrelated to the Maya
family.

Determining the language
spoken by the Olmec is not an
easy task because the Olmec
ceased to be a people well before
the time of Christ. Nevertheless,

the evidence points to the Mixe-
Zoquean fami ly as the most l ikely
language fami ly of  the Olmecs.
The current speakers of Mixe and
Zoque are located near the lsthmus
of Tehuantepec area of southern
Mexico which is near the main area
occupied by the archaeological
O lmec.

More signi f icant ly,  many words
descr ib ing important Meso-
american cul ture t ra i ts were bor-
rowed by Mayan languages from
Mixe-Zoquean. Food words such as
bean, squash, tomato, sweet potato,
gourd, cacao and the verb "to grind
corn" were all borrowed by the
Maya (Campbell and Kaufman
1976). The verb "to count" mean-
ing twentg gears in two Mayan
languages was also borrowed. This
supports the accepted idea that the
Mayan calendar,  which is based on
twenty,  or ig inated with the Olmec.
Other important loan words are
paper, turkeg and bee. We are told
that the Jaredites brought swarms
of bees with them (Ether 1:24).  The
borrowing of these words by the
Mayan languages indicates that the
speakers of the Mixe-Zoquean
languages were wel l  establ ished
before the Maya and passed on to
the Maya many of  the i tems impor.
tant  to Mesoamerican l i fe.

This is exactly what we would ex-
pect the Olmec (Jaredi tes) to have
done. There is evidence in the
Book of  Mormon that the Jaredi tes
had contact with those who came
from Jerusalem, no doubt mostly
with the people of  Zarahemla. This
evidence appears to be contrary to
two widely-held but incorrect
bel iefs:  1)  that  the f inal  Jaredi te
batt le was close to 600 B.C. just
before the people of  Zarahemla ar-
r ived and 2) that  a l l  but  one of  the
Jaredites were destroyed during
their  f inal  bat t le.  The Book of  Mor-
mon and archaeology agree that
the decl ine of  the Jaredi te nat ion
was closer to 200 B.C. This would
allow for several hundred years of

Jaredite-Mulekite contact before
the final battle. The survival of the
prophet Ether,  in addi t ion to Cor-
iantumr,  te l ls  us that  not al l  the
Jaredite people were destroyed.
The Jaredites as a nation, however,
ceased to exist .  Also,  the Book of
Mormon contains several  examples
of Jaredi te names among the Ne-
phi tes which indicates ongoing
contact. (For more information on
this topic, see Chapter 77, Peoples,
Places and Prophecies.)

The pattern emerging from Me-
soamerican l inguist ics concerning
the Maya and the Olmec dovetai ls
the Book of Mormon pattern.
Mesoamerican l inguist ics also
helps to f i l l  in the gap between the
end of  the Book of  Mormon ac-
count and the beginning of  wr i t ten
history in Mesoamerica.  We can ex-
pect the same ongoing pattern of
convergence in Mesoamerican
l inguist ics as we are wi tnessing
with Mesoamerican archaeology.
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lntroduction

I used to find it very difficult to study the Book of
Mormon because of the awkwardness of the language
structure, a problem which I attributed to the fact that
i t  was writ ten in King James' English. I  even found i t
necessary to rewrite the book in order to create a
study veision. But that was before I studied Biblical
Hebiew at the university of wisconsin-Madison. In the
course of my studies I went back to reread the book
and discovered that what I had thought were Poor
usages of English were actual ly Hebraisms. Iwept with
joy is I  real ized that the Hebraisms being taught by
my instructor were the very ones contained in our own
Book of Mormon.

After my third year of Hebrew studies, which inclu-
ded one yual. of Biblical Hebrew poetry, I turned once
again to the Book of Mormon. Locating the various
tlipes of Hebrew poetry in the Book of Mormon has

been a fascinating and thri l l ing experience. I  have
found examples which are far superior to those cited
by Biblical icholars in Hebrew poetry textbooks. My
respect and gratitude for this book has grown daily as
has my love for the Lord who placed it in our hands in
these latter daYs.

Becoming famil iar with Hebrew poetry forms wil l
help you, as you study the Book of Mormon, to
identify these structures on your own and thus gain a
greater understanding of the writer's message.

Part 1 of this study covered different types of I)
paral lel ism and I l)  poetic devices common to Hebrew
poetry. Examples were given from both the Old
Testament and the Book of Mormon. In this art icle,
we wil l  continue our study with an examination of I I I)
secondary techniques, IV) verse patterns and V)
strophic patterns.

III. SECONDARY TECHNIOUES
A. Long Tour

A long tour is an extension of the word'pair in
which the poet lists, in a series of one or more verses,
pairs of from three to ten words (i.e., nouns or verbs)
bll meaning nearly the same thing or being related in
some way (Watters 1976). The following example from
the old Testament lists five parallel words for a lion,
any two of which could form a word'pair.

Old Testament
The roaring of the lion and the voice

of the fierce lion,
and the teeth of the Aoung lions are broken'

The o/d /ion perisheth for lack of prey,
and the stout lton's whetps are scattered abroad.

( J o b  4 : 1 0 - 1  1 )

In the fol lowing Book of Mormon example, six

similar verbs are used, dDY two of which could form a

word-pair.

Book of Mormon
Ye shall be afflicted with all manner

of diseases, because of your iniquit ies'
Yea, and ye shall be smttten on every hand,
And shallbe driuen and scattered to and fro,

even as a wild flock is driuen by wild
and ferocious beasts.

And in that daY Ye shall be hunted,
and ye shall be taken bY the hand

of your enemies. (Mosiah 9:22-24)

B. Lists

A list consists of a group of nouns set out
consecutively. Lists can be classif ied as 1) simple,
using a shori or long l ist;  2) l ist with a f inal total,
which has a total or summary l ine at the end; and 3)
l ist with an init ial  total,  which has a summary l ine at

the beginning of the l ist.  The fol lowing two examples
show simple l ists.

Old Testament

In that day the Lord will take away
the bravery of tinkling ornaments,
the cauls, and round tires like the moon,
and chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers,
the bonnefs, and the ornaments of the legs,
and the headbands, and the tablets,
and the ear'rings' the rings and nose'jewels'

( lsa iah 3:18-23)

Book of Mormon

The people of the church began to wax proud,
because of their exceeding riches,
and their fi.ne silks,
and their fine twtned linen,
and because of their many flocks and herds,

and their gold, and their stluer,
and all manner of Precious things'

(Alma 2:8-9)
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IV. VERSE PATTERNS
A. Terrace Pattern

The terrace pattern is a form of repetition in which
the last part of a line is repeated at the beginning of
the next line. Many times, translators do not carry this
pattern over literally; therefore, it is difficult to iden'
tify this pattern in the Old Testament.

Old Testament

And gave their land for a heritage,
a heritage unto Israel his people.

(Psalm 135:12)

Book of Mormon

O that ye would awake;
Awake from a deep sleep,
Yea, even from the sleep of hell.

(2 Nephi 7:27)

B. Extended Terrace
This variation of the terrace pattern extends over

several lines, repeating the last thoughts of the
previous line in the succeeding lines.

Old Testament

Tell ye your children of it,
and let your children tell their children,
and their chlldren another generation.

That which the palmerworm hath left
hath the locust eaten;

and that which the locust hath left
hath the cankerworrn eaten;

and that which the cankerworm hath left
hath the caterpillar eaten.

(Joel 'l,,3-4)

Book of Mormon

And if ye shall say there is no laur,
ye shall also say there is no srn,

And if ye shall say there is no sin,
ye shall also say there is no righteousness.

And if there be no rtghteousness,
there be no happiness,

And if there be no rlghteousness nor happiness,
there be no punishment nor misery.

And if these things are not,
there is no God,

And if there is no God,
we are not, neither the earth.

(2 Nephi 1:88-93)

C. Sorites
A sorite is a group of statements which proceed,

step by step, logically to a climatic conclusion, each
statement picking up the last keyword or phrase of

Yl &w$ fr* tY* [ffi.$ u\

the preceding one (Fishel 1973). Although this pattern
is similar to the extended terrace pattern, the sorite is
differentiated by the logical step-by-step sequence of
thought which leads to a climactic conclusion.

Old Tegtament

Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice
before the Lord, for he cometh,
for he cometh to judge the earth.

He shalljudge the world with righteousness,
and the people with this truth.

(Psalm 96: 12- 13)

The following example found in the Book of
Mormon is far superior to all the examples given in
Watson's Classical Hebrew Poetrg textbook which cites
Habakkuk 1:8,  Psalm 78:3-8,  116:16,733:2-3a,  Amos
5-9 and 2 Kings 4:76-77.

Book of Mormon

For, the Lord God,
the Holg One of Israel, hath spoken it;
Wherefore, he hath given a law;
and where there is no lau.r given,

there is no puntshment;
And where there is no puni.shment,

there is no condemnation,
And where there is no condemnation,

the mercies of the Holy One of Israel
have claim upon them, because of the atonement;

For they are delivered by the power of him;
for the atonement satisfieth the demands
of his justice upon all those
who have not the law given to them,

That they are delivered from that awful monster,
death and hell, and the devil,
and the lake of fire and brimstone,
which is endless torment;

And they are restored to that God
who gave them breath,
which is the Holg One of Israel.

(2 Nephi 6:50-55)

This same pattern seems to be used throughout the
entire sixth chapter of 2 Nephi along with other poetic
devices.

D. Pivot Pattern

The pivot pattern occurs in a pair of lines (couplet)
in which the expected final word of the second line is
not actually expressed but is implied by the last word
(or words) of the first line. Often the pivotal word is a
noun in the vocative case (e.g., "O Lord") suspended



between the two lines (Dahood 1967). Frequently the
pivot pattern is used at the beginning or end- of a stan-
ia, spbech, or poem. In the following example from
the Old Testament, "O Lord" is the pivotal phrase.
Even though the phrase is not repeated at the end of
the second line, the words are implied - "l will sing to
you among the nations (O Lord)."

Old Testament
I will praise you among the peoples, O Lord,

I will sing to you among the nations.
(Psalm 57 :70, Massoretic text)

Book of Mormon
Great and marvelous are thY works,

O Lord God AlmightY!
Thy throne is high in the heavens!

(1  Neph i  1 :13)

V. $TROPHIC PATTHRNS
A strophe is made uP of one or more lines and is

part of the higher unit, the stanza. A poetic composi'
tion is comprised of one of more stanzas. A stanza
can be coniidered a small poem' complete with an
opening, central and closing section. lt may be
opened-by the use of a question, by the setting out of
a hypothetical case, or by a new start or beginning. It
may'U" closed with a quotation or saying,.by a long or
short line, by calling attention tb finality, by a change
in speaker or by the use of some poetic device such
as chiasmus, envelope figure, refrain, etc.

With each stanza is found a varying number of lines

called strophes (Watson 1984). The monocolon,
tricolon, eic., (see below) are all strophes. See figure
1 .

Fig. 1

Stanzas are divided according to content and the
use of stanza-markers which show where the stanzas
begin or end. These are easy to determine by seeing
whire the subject matter changes. To illustrate: in

Genesis 49 and Deuteronomy 33, the stanza divisions
coincide with statements concerning Reuben, Judah,
Joseph, etc. Two lines are given for Reuben (Deuter-

onomy 33:6) and twenty for Joseph (Deuteronomy
33:  13 -17) .

Types of stanza'markers are: 1) the refrain; 2)
keywords; 3) gender patterns; 4) certain particles such

as-see, for, because, therefore, etc.; 5) chiastic patterns

which often close off a stanza; 6) introductorv

;;t lt,'"*tlI Stanza 1 l= tsl:l 
lst.pl*rl

lst.er- 1 I
l-st""r" ,l = lstdh" 2l

lstt"pr* 3 |
- Diagram of Poetic Structures

statements such as "Thus saith the Lord" and "And it
shall come to pass at that day;" 7) change of speaker
where a question and resPonse alternate; 8) change in

a particular strophic pattern such as the tricolons
(defined below),-chiastic strophes, pivot'patterned
couplets, or just a change in a dominant strophic pat-

tern of a stanza.

A. Mon(rcolons
The monocolon or "isolated line" is defined as a

single line of poetry (colon) which is not linked with
unJth"r colon. It can also be called a one'line strophe.
Watson (1984) diagrams the placement of the
monocolon in figure 2. It can oPen a stanza or Poem
(see fig. 2a), close a stanza or Poem (2b)' mark a

climaxland divide a poem into stanzas as a refrain
(2c).

(a)

f-l
I ,ro*ro I
l l
monocolon

(b)

I $rANzAl
monocolon

fsJ=rAltzA I
monocolon
fsTfNAl

(c)

Fig. 2 - Monocolon Placement

7. lntroductoty Monocolons

Old Testament
Therefore, thus saith the Lord God:

"An adversary there shall be even round
about the land;

and he shall bring down thy strength
from thee,

and thy palaces shall be sPoiled."
(Amos  3 :11)

Book of Mormon
But it came to pass that I praged unto the

Lord, saging:
"O Lord, according to mY faith

which is in thee,
Wilt thou deliver me from the hands

of my brethren;
Yea, even give me strength

that I may burst these bands
with which I am bound."

(1 NePhi 2:28)

2. Closing Monocorons
Old Testament
Why shouldest thou be as a man

astonished,
as a mightY man that cannot save?

Yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst
of us,

and we are called bY thY name;
Ieaue us no|-

(Jeremiah 14:9)

monocolon



In the following Book of Mormon example, the clos-
ing monocolon "closes out" the preceding chiastic
structure found in verses 15-16. This example is also
used to il lustrate the pentacolon.

Book of Mormon
A I, Nephi, do not make a full account

of the things which my father hath written;
B for he hath wrltten many things

C which he saw in visions and in dreams;
B' and he also hath wrltten many things

which he prophesied and spake unto his
chi ldren,

A' of which I shall not make a full account,
But, I shall make an account of mg
proceedings tn mg dags 

( 1 Nephi 1 : 15- 16)

3, Triple Synonym
A subtype of the monocolon is the triple synonym.

It is composed of a set of three synonyms (or near-
synonyms).

Old Testament
And thou shalt swear, The Lord liveth,

in truth, in judgment, and in rtghteousness.
(Jeremiah 4:2)

Book of Mormon
And they shall know that the Lord

is their Sauior and their Redeemer,
the mighty one of Israel.

(1 Nephi 7:25)

Triple synonyms are used to portray a Wogrcssion of
acfions,'

Old Testament

O Come, let us worship, and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.

(Psalm 95:6)

Book of Mormon
And it came to pass that he pruned it,

and digged about it and nourished it,
according to his word.

(Jacob 3:33)

Triple synonyms may be used to indicate a listing:

Old Tegtament
Behold, I will send you corn,

and wine and ofl
and ye shall be satisfied therewith; (Joel 2:19)

Book of Mormon
For he is the same yesterday, todag

and foreuer,
(1 Nephi 3:27)

B. Tricolons

A tricolon has three lines of verse which are linked
by subject matter and are usually found in parallel
form. Tricolons can occur throughout sections of
poetry without an obvious reason. However, their main
function is to separate stanzas either at the beginning
or at the end, or to mark a climax. A secondary func-
tion is to express merismus (a totality of idea express-
ed in abbreviated form, e.g. body and soul means "the
whole person"). Many tricolons have never been
classified so these will need to be studied further.

7. Parallel Patterns

AIA' IA '

This pattern contains three parallel lines and often
repeats a word, particle or root in all l ines, thereby
acting as a linking device (Gevirtz 1973). Also in this
grouping are the word-triplet, triple rhetorical ques-
t ions, tr iple similes, and tr iple number paral lel ism.

Old Testament

Hear ye this, O priests!
And hearken, ye House of Israel!
And giue ear, O House of the King!

(Hosea 5:1)

Book of Mormon

Hearken diligently unto me,
And remember the words which I have spoken;
And come unto the Holy One of Israel.

(2  Neph i  6 :101)

AIA'IB

In this parallel pattern, only the first two lines are
paral lel.  The third is l inked by meaning or content.

Old Testament

Men groan from out of the city,
and the soul of the wounded crieth out.
Yet God layeth not folly to them.

(Job 24:72\

Book of Mormon

My soul abhorreth sin,
and my heart deltghteth in righteousness,
And I wi l l  praise the holy name of my God.

(2 Nephi 6:98)

AIBIB'

In this more common type of tr icolon, the obvious
parallelism occurs in the last two lines.

Old Testament

Ephraim is smitten,
their root is drted up,
they shall bear no fruit.

(Hosea 9:16)

1 0



Book of Mormon

My God hath been my support;
He hath led me through mine

aff l ic t ions in the wi lderness;
and he hath preserued me upon

the waters of the great deep.

Additionat Pattern 

(2 NePhi 3:35)

There is an additional pattern of both A/A'/B and
A/B/B ' in which the non-paral lel l ine contains a word
or element of each of the other l ines, thereby making
the bonding more powerful than usual.

Old Testament
Be ye afraid of the sword;
for wrath bringeth the punishments

of the sword,
that ye may know there is a judgment.

(Job 19:29)

This Old Testament example is not as clearly
representative as the following one from the Book of
Mormon. In the Book of Mormon example, the bond-
ing is clearly more powerful because of the repetition
of the words, " l ight" and "l i fe." In this instance, this
example from the Book of Mormon is far superior to
the two identified in Watson: Job 79:29,28:3.

Book of Mormon
He is the light, and the li.fe of the world;
yea, a light that is endless,

that can never be darkened;
yea, and also a /rfe which is endless,

that there can be no more death.
(Mosiah 8:82)

2. Chiastic Tricolons (ABA)
This pattern can be described as a unit comprised

of two chiastic or parallel lines AA separated by an
isolated line. The two outer lines may be identical
ABA or not ABA ' . The Old Testament example is the
ABA pattern and the Book of Mormon ABA' .

Old Testament
A The right hand of the Lord doeth ualiantlg!
B The right hand of the Lord is exalted.
A The right hand of the Lord doeth ualiantlg!

(Psa lm 1  18 :  15 '16 )

Book of Mormon
A I haue charitg for the Jew:
B I say Jew, because I mean them

from whence I came.
A' I also haue charitg for the Centiles.

(2 Nephi  15:9)

3. Structural Tricolons (ABC)

The structural tricolon ABC is a set of three lines in
which no parallelism occurs but the lines are linked in
other ways (e.g., succession of connected thoughts or
actions).

OId Testament
Exalt the Lord our God
and worship at his holy hi l l ,
for the Lord our God is holy.

Book of Mormon
I have repented of my sins
and have been redeemed of the Lord;
behold, I  am born of the Spir i t .

(Psalm 99:9)

(Mos iah  11 :186)

C. ABBA Quatrain
A quatrain is a four-line strophe which is an in'

dependent unit within a stanza or a Poem. Sometimes
it is difficult to decide if a set of four consecutive lines
is a quatrain or just a tricolon (three lines) preceded
or followed by a monocolon (one line). Almost any
repeated thought, action or sequence can be used to
make up a quatrain.

The ABBA quatrain is the easiest to locate. The
keywords in the first two lines are identical or nearly
identical to the keywords in the last two lines but in
reverse order. The repeated words may be identical or
paral lel in meaning. In the fol lowing Old Testament
example, near-identical keywords are shown:

Old Testament
A I shall not die, but live,
B and declare the works of the Lord
B the Lord hath chastened me sore;
A but he hath not given me over unto death.

( P s a l m  1 1 8 : 1 7 - 1 8 )

In the following Book of Mormon example, identical
keywords (or word-pairs) are used:

Book of Mormon
A And while the angel spake these usords,
B I beheld and saw that the seed of my

brethren
B did contend against my seed,
A according to the word of the angel

(1  Neph i  3 :128)

D. Pentacolon
A five-line strophe is called a pentacolon. It can be

divided into two types - chiastic and non'chiastic
structures. The chiastic structure can be symbolized
as ABCBA or AABCC. Non'chiastic pentacolons do
not occur as frequently and have not been classified.
Examples of chiastic ABCBA pentacolons are as
follows:

Old Testament
A For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

B neither are your waAs mY waAs
C for as the heavens are higher

than the earth,
B' so are my waAs higher than your waAs'

A' and my thoughts than your thoughts.
( lsaiah 55:8-9)
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Book of Mormon
A I, Nephi, do not make a fuII account

of the things whiqh my father hath written;
B for he hath written manq things

C which he saw in visions and in dreams;
B' and he also hath written manA things,

which he prophesied and spake unto his
children,

A' of which I shall not make a fuII account.
(1  Neph i  1 :15-16)

E. Hexacolon
The longer the strophic pattern, the fewer examples

occur. The hexacolon is a six'line strophe which con'
tains chiasmus ABCCBA or its variants ABCCBD and
non-chiastic structures. The following are examples of
ABCCBA chiastic structure:

Old Testament
A Make the heart of this PeoPle fat,

B and make their ears heavY,
C and shut their eAes,
C' lest they see with their eAes

B' and hear with their ears,
A' and understand with their hearts. . .

( lsaiah 6:10)

Book of Mormon
A I spake unto them saYing,

B Behold ye are mine elder brethren,
C And how is it that ye

are so hard in your hearts,
C' and so blind in your minds,

B' That ye have need that l, your
younger brother,

A' should speak unto you.
(1 Nephi  2:14)

F. Octocolon
The eight-line strophe is called an octocolon. These

can be chiastic or non'chiastic. The following are ex'
amples of chiastic octocolons:

Old Testament
A And he shall take the cedar wood,

and the hgssop, and the scarlet,
B and the ltuing btrd,

C and dip them in the blood of
the slain bird, and in the
running water,

D and sprinkle the house seven times:
D' And he shall cleanse the house

C' with the blood of the bird,
and with the runntng water,

B' and with the liuing bird,
A' and with the cedar wood, and with

the hgssop, and with the scarlet.
(Leviticus 1,4:57-52)

Book of Mormon
A Yea, having had a great knowledge,

of the goodness and the mysteries
of God,

B therefore, I make a record of my
proceedings in my days;

C yea, I make a record in the language
of my father,

D which consists of the learning of
the Jews

C' and the language of the Egyptians.
B' And I know that the record

which I make is true;
and I make it with mine own hand;

A' and I make it according to my knowledge.
(1 Nephi  1:1-2)

Conclusion
Whenever I read the Book of Mormon, I marvel at

its Hebraic structure and thrill at how many poetic ex'
amples I find. For instance, within the first three
verses alone, we have two beautifully developed
chiastic structures. Within the first chapter, we find at
least fifteen other chiastic examples. Although my
analysis of the first chapter of First Nephi has not
been completed, I have found more than forty'six
other poetic examples within its 174 verses. As more
Biblical scholarly research is done, the overwhelming
evidence continues to support the authenticity of this
ancient record.

We realize that it would not have been humanly

possible for Joseph Smith, a twenty-four-year-old,
uneducated man to produce this marvelous Hebrew
manuscript in less than three working months. We
know that he was unaware that the book contained
Hebraisms and Hebrew poetry.

We are just now opening the door to an under-
standing of the Book of Mormon as an impressive ex-
ample of Hebraic artistry. Our knowledge in this field
will increase with further research.

I believe that one of the most profound, tangible
evidences we have today of the validity of the Book of
Mormon is its linguistic structure. !
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A testimony by Helen Ultican

Sometimes the opportunity
to witness comes with the

turn o"f a single word in
conversatrcn.

comes in witnessing
about the

My desire over the years has been
to witness to others about the
truthfulness of the Book of Mormon.
However, there has been a problem.

As a young girl I was extremely shy.
I've overcome some of my shyness but
it is still difficult for me to meet new
people. So how could I talk to
strangers about the Book of Mormon?

Something Ray Treat said in one of
his classes gave me u.lig93 of how I
could witness. He said, "Start
witnessing among our own people;
there are many Saints out there who
are not aware of the recent deve-
lopments with the Book of
Mormon." Also he said that for
every Book of Mormon believer in
the world there are 10,000
unbelievers. "So prepare for witness-
ing to the unbelievers by sharing the
new things you have learned with
those who already profess to believe
in the Book of Mormon."

It was as though a light bulb
turned on in my mind - I could do
that!

I got ready by laying in a supply of
materials - copies of the Jade Book
(Recent Book of Mormon Develop-
menls), copies of the sample page of
the Siudy Book of Mormon ini addi-
tional copies of the Zarahemls
Record.

The opportunities to witness were
soon presented to me and it has been
exciting trying to explain to friends
and acquaintances about the recent
developments of the Book of
Mormon. I discovered that many per-
sons who live outside the
Independence area do not know
about these materials.

For instance, while we were visiting
away from home recently, we were
given the chance to talk to an entire
congregation of people about the
Book of Mormon. We were given the

Book of Mormon
v

Wednesday evening prayer service
time on a hot night in June in a
building without air conditioning.
Since we didn't know for sure about
this opportunity until 9:30 the even-
ing before, I spent a restless night
talking to the Lord in prayer. I asked
him how to present the material and
prayed that his Spirit would direct
Tom and me.

ln spite of the hot weather, we had
about fifty people in attendance. We
proceeded to tell them about the
Book of Mormon in the way the
Lord had directed me, i.e., first tell-
ing about the work of the Zarahemla
Research Foundation and the current
projects on which they are working.
The presentation of the Study Book
of Mormon material interested many
of the people. Then we discussed the
eleven recent developments from the
Jade Book. Tom made a brief presen-
tation on Hebraisms and I followed
with the ten other developments. One
hour was not nearly enough time to
do all of this but we did the best we
could. Many people were interested
and asked where they could obtain
the Jade Book and where they would
be able to get the Study Book of
Mormon and other related materials
when they become available. We were
filled with joy that evening by the
response of the people.

I continue to watch for oppor-
tunities for further witnessing and
sometimes those opportunities come
with the turn of a single word in con-
versation.

I urge you to launch out in faith in
a similar venture. I can testify that
the Lord will magnify your talents
and bless you greatly. Witnessing
about the Book of Mormon will give
you joy.

Thanks, Rayn for giving me the
push I needed!

1 3



Hebrew Poetry Brings

N E W U N D H R S T A N D I N G O F

A testimony by Shirley R. Heater

The dictionary definition of joy is "a glad feeling" but I hsve
learned that real joy comes from knowing Christ.

I teach an adult Book of
Mormon class in my congregation.
About the time the last Record ar-
rived, my class had begun review-
ing the background leading up to
Alma's parable of the seed (Alma
16:152-173). My intention was to
quickly review the events of
Korihor (a type for antichrist),
and then Alma's mission to the
Zoramites, both serving to expand
our understanding of Alma's pur-
pose in sharing this parable.

However, after reading the arti-
cle by Angela Crowell, "Hebrew
Poetry in the Book of Mormofl,"
I began to notice the repetition of
certain words and phrases as I
studied the first part of the l6th
chapter of Alma. By the time I
reached Alma's prayer (beginning
in verse 102) in which he expresses
great sorrow and affliction over
the iniquity of the Zoramites, it
was obvious from the abundance
of repetitive words and phrases
that it was rich in poetic style.

Even though the Book of Alma
was abridged by Mormon from
the large plates of Nephi, there are

large sections which Mormon has
included directly from Alma's
writings. These are easy to identify
because Alma speaks in the first
person. In turn, Alma had in-
cluded in his record direct quotes
such as the words of Korihor and
Zenos.

I decided the best way to iden-
tify the poetic types in this passage
was to arrange the prose into
poetic verse and highlight repeated
words or phrases with colored
markers. I was thrilled when, after
rearranging Alma's prayer (my at-
tempts are not considered to be
totally accurate, but close enough
to the natural flow to be able to
see the underlying structure), a
pattern began to emerge. Not only
was the pattern exciting, but the
message thrilled me even more.

Alma supplicates the Lord,
employing a type of repetition
identified as repeated alternate
parallelism. In this example, he
repeats his petition three succes-
sive times in the same order. The
key words from verses 109-l 14 are
as follows:

(a) strength
(b) bear infirmities

(c) wickedness
(d) comfort soul in Christ

(a) strength
(b) suffer afflictions

(c) iniquity
(d) comfort souls in Christ

(a) strength
(b) bear afflictions

(c) iniquities
(d) in Christ

After Alma concludes his prayer,
Mormon continues with his abridg-
ment, relating to us that Alma's
prayer was answered "because he
prayed in faith" (v. 120). In-
terestingly, Mormon follows the
same order as Alma in sharing the
results of the prayer, but omits the
third point (wickedness/iniquity) in
the sequence.

And the Lord provided for them
That they should hunger not,
Neither should they thirst;
Yea, and he also gave them

(a) strength,
That they should (b) suffer no

manner of afflictions,
Save it were (d) swallowed up in

the joy of Christ.
(Verse 119, emphasis added)
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I saw for the first time that it was
Mormon's last phrase which ex-
plained how Alma and his
brethren received strength: it was
the joy of Christ which swallowed
up their afflictions ! This was the
means by which their souls were
comforted in Christ. In other
words, I understood that Mormon
was saying that the joy of Christ
absorbed, or picked up the weight
or burden which Alma and his
brethren carried and exchanged it
for joy which became their
strength. Had it not been for the
striking way Alma formed his
prayer, I would have missed
Mormon's information.

Alma was greatly influenced by
this experience and states in two
additional places the teaching ex-
emplified here, which is even
greater confirmation of the impor-
tance of this principle. In verse
184, Alma quotes the words of
Zenos: "And it is because of thy
Son that thou hast been thus mer-
ciful to me; therefore I will cry
unto thee in all mine afflictions,

for in thee is my joy,. . . " Alma's
identification with Zenos' words
apparently comes from his own
experience. Alma reiterates this
principle again when he says to
the Zoramites: "And then may
God grant unto you that your
burdens may be light, through the
joy of his Son (v. 200).

It was a tremendous insight for
me to see that it was in the joy of
Christ that Alma and his brethren
received strength. Even though I
was familiar with Nehemiah 8:10,
"for the joy of the Lord is your
strength," it wasn't until my dis-
covery in Alma using Hebrew
poetry that I began to understand
this thrilling teaching. The joy of
Christ was a viable force in that it
"swallowed up" Alma's sorrowful
heart, his infirmities, pain, afflic-
tions and sufferings over the wic-
kedness and iniquity of the Zora-
mites; and he and his brethren
were strengthened.

My understanding of the famous
Book of Mormon scripture on

joy-" . . . men are, that they
might have joy" (2 N l: l l5)-has
also been quickened in a fresh
way. The dictionary definition of
joy is "a glad feeling" but I have
learned that real joy comes from
knowing Christ. This means Christ
is with us in all situations and
circumstances, and he is our
strength and joy. With Christ, we
can " . . . count it all joy when we
fall into many afflictions" (James
l:2). This points out to me the im-
portance of getting my definitions
of words from the scriptures.

I share this testimony in the
hope that it will encourage you to
apply, in your own scripture
study, the information contained
in Angela Crowell's articles on
Hebrew poetry, including Part 2
in this issue. It is my prayer that,
as you become familiar with the
examples given, you will begin to
recognize some of the poetic pat-
terns in other passages of scrip-
tures, and thus gain even greater
insights into the writer's meaning.
The results are exciting! o

Chinese Script Computerized

Until recently the ancient Chinese
writing system had defied modern tech-
nology. The complicated, hieroglyphic
style of the characters (radicals) seem-
ingly made it impossible to transfer to
typewriters or computers. Other Asian
countries which also use the character
system of writing have either abandoned
it or attempted to modify it.

Newsweek for August 18, 1986,
reported that after years of effort, engi-
neers have been able to devise word pro-
cessors that will accommodate the char-
acters. This breakthrough has "clinched it

for the survival of the Chinese
characters," according to linguist Takao
Suzuaki of Keio University in Tokyo.

Takao Suzuaki comments further,
" . . in the last decade, researchers in
Asia and the United States have cracked
the Chinese computer puzzle. They have
designed some 500 systems that allow
word processors to accommodate char-
acters at speeds averaging about 60 per
minute."

O;; popular system features 24 keys,
each representing several Chinese-
character components. A programmer can
build characters from the rooti up.
Another method, the "three-corner
method," divides the ideograms (char-
acters) into three parts, eich assigned a
two-digit number. Using a numerical key
pad, the operator can compose an ideo-
gram with just six keystrokes. Still another
company has devised a word processor
which doesn't use a keyboard..Gharacters
are written on a pressure-sensitive square
and a machine records them at the rate of

15 per second with 99.5 Percent
accuracy.

While this technological breakthrough
has great implications for the economic
and cultural life of Asia, it is obvious that
the preservation of the characters has
even greater spiritual implications. In the
book Discovery of Genesis, C. H. Kang
and Ethel Fl. Nelson related how many of
the original meanings of the characters
were taken from the Book of Genesis.
This means that the originators of the
Chinese characters around 2500 B.C.
had a knowledge of the story of creation
(see Rece nt Book of Mormon Develop'
ments p. 49). lt appears that this
knowledge came from the Book of Re-
membrance which was carried to China
by the Jaredites.

We may well conclude that it is the will
of God that these characters are pre-
served, even in the age of computer tech-
nology, so that the Chinese people may
discover their Book of Mormon heritage in
the ancient characters of their language.
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