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All research is conducted with a bias or "viewpoint." This is true no matter

how "objective" the researcher may be, The bias or viewpoint held by
Zarahemla Research Foundation is that the Book of Mormon was written by
ancient Hebrews on metal plates, divinely preserved and delivered to Joseph
Smith. While this is primarily a conviction based on faith, there is a rising tide of
evidence to support this viewpoint.

The past two issues of the Record have explored some of the most convin-
cing testimony ever that this assertion is true. The presence of quality Hebrew
poetry in such abundance within the Book of Mormon must be accounted for
outside of Joseph Smith or anyone else in the 1830's,

When the true significance of the poetry dawns upon us, we then realize
the importance of each word of the text. Therefore, we now turn to a study of
the words of the original and printer's manuscripts. This issue and the next
issue will be devoted to the manuscripts and editions of the Book of Mormon.
We believe this research will provide a better understanding of, and greater
appreciation for, this miraculous book.
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PART l: MAilUSGRIPTS 0F THE B00K 0F M0RM01{

fiold Platos,
Fool$0ru rlnter's
In this first of two articles, the history and Inkdescription of the Book of Mormon manuscnpts
utill be presented, Part II - Edifi'ons of the Book of
lvlormon - will be an oueruiew of the 1830, 1837,
1840, 1874 and 1908 editions with examples
comparing the texts with the manuscripts. We
hope that this reuiew of the manusuipts and
editions of the Book of Mormon will giue the reader
a greater understanding of the present-dag editions
of the Book of Mormon, Table 1 illustrates the
sequence and relationships of the different
manuscripts and editions.

P
PRINTER'S

MAllUSCRlpr

by thlrley R. Heater

THE 116 LOST PAGES (Book of Lehl)

T f," golden plates were del ivered to Joseph Smith,
I Jr.,  by the angel Moroni on September 22, 1827.

They consisted of Mormon's abridgment of the large
plates of Nephi, along with Moroni 's writ ings, the
unabridged small  plates of Nephi, and a sealed por'
t ion. Joseph began his work of translat ion from
Mormon's abridgment which began with the Book of
Lehi .

Using divinely prepared interpreters, Joseph read
from the plates (2 Nephi 1 1 2142; lsaiah 29:221.V.),
dictat ing to a scribe who wrote as he spoke. Joseph's
wife, Emma, and her brother, Reuben Hale, were
scribes during this early period of translat ion. Mart in
Harris became the primary scribe after he joined the
work. At least 116 pages were completed by mid-
June, 1828. After much persistence, Mart in obtained
Joseph's permission to borrow the manuscript.  In
addit ion to showing the manuscript to his wife, father
and mother, brother and sister- in-law, Mart in also
showed it  to others; the manuscript disappeared and
was never recovered.

After the loss of the manuscript, Joseph lost his
gif t  to translate and had to surrender the plates and
interpreters to the angel Moroni. They were returned
to Joseph three months later on September 22, 7828.

OHIGINAI MANU$CRIPT

I  t  was some t ime before the work of translat ing
I began again as evidenced by Joseph's statement:
" l  did not however go immediately to translat ing, but
went to laboring with my hands upon a srnal l  farm
which I had purchased of my wife's father, in order to
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provide for my family" (fES 3:817). Joseph resumed
iranslat ing during the winter of 1828-1829 with Emma
Smith and Samuel Smith assist ing as scribes. Only a
small  port ion had been translated when the work was
interrupted again. This is evidenced by a revelat ion
given in March , 

'1.829, (Dt'C 5:6a) which states: "When
thou hast translated a few more pages thou shalt stop
for a season . .  ."  Translat ion began ful l- t ime after
Oliver Cowdery anrived in Harmony, Pennsylvania in
April and became Joseph's primary scribe. Martin
Harris also wrote again for Joseph at some point.

Then, in the f irst four days of June, 1,829, Joseph,
Emma and Oliver moved with David Whitmer to the
home of his father, Peter Whitmer, in Fayette, New
York. Translat ing resumed on June 5th with members
of the Whitmer family also assist ing in recording.
Application was made for a copyright on June 1 1,
7829, and i t  is bel ieved that the work of translat ing
the Book of Mormon was completed by July 7, 7829.

It  is est imated that the actual t ime spent translat ing
was 65 to 75 days. This was a miraculous feat-a
manuscript of over 288,000 words, writ ten one t ime,
straight through, in spite of several interruptions-
when compared with "scholarly" translat ions of the
Bible. For example, i t  took thirteen years for Mart in
Luthei to translate the Bible, fifteen years for 32
scholars to translate the Revised Standard Version,
and fourteen years for 82 translators to prepare the
English Revised. The King James Version was trans-
lated in two years and nine months by 54,scholars.

hen Joseph's gift to translate was restored to
him, he was instructed not to redo what he had

previously translated. Instead, he was to translate the
unabridged small  plates of Nephi (which covered the
same period of t ime as the 116 lost-pages translated
from the large plates) and then continue where he had
left,off  in translat ing the abridgment. '

However, we know that some pages from the init ial
translat ing effort (beyond the 116 lost pages) re-
mained in Joseph's possession. In D€'C 3:9b, Joseph
was to ld:

.  .  . t he re fo re ,  you  sha l l  t rans la te  the  engrav ings  wh ich  a re
on the plates of  Nephi ,  down even t i l l  you come to the
re ign  o f  K ing  Ben jamin ,  o r  un t i l  you  come to  tha t  wh ich
you have translated, which gou haue retained;(Emphasis
added)

,Joseph shared very l i t t le about the actual process
of t:ranslating. He was told by the Lord' that people
"would not bel ieve you, my servant Joseph, i f  i t  were
possible you could show them al l  these things. .  .  I
have reserved those things which I have entrusted un-
to you, my servant Joseph, and i t  shal l  be made
known unto future generations" (Dt'C 5:2c,3a).
Joseph was asked by his brother, Hyrum, to relate
"the,information of the coming forth of the Book of
Mormon" at a church conference which was held
October 25, 7831, at Orange, Ohio. Thb minutes re-
cord his response-that " i t  was not intended to tel l

the world al l  the part iculars of the:coming forth of,the
Book of Mormon; and also. .  .  i t  was not:,expedient
., . . to relate these things," A revelation received ,
seven days after the confer€rc€ states lhat iiafter,hav',
ing received the record of the Nephiles, Vgar even my
servant Joseph Smith, Jr.,  might have power to
translate, through the mercy of God, by the power of
Cod, the Book of Mormon" (D€'C 1:5d; see also 165
3:707\. The Book of Mormon text itself corroborates
that this record would come forth "by the gif t  and
P o w e r o f t h e . L a m b ' , ( 1 N e p h i . . 3 : 1 8 5 ) . : . . . . : '

Concerning the translat ion of the t i t le page of the
Book of Mormon, Joseph said in his perqonal history:

I  wish also to mention .here, that the t i t le page of the Book
of Mormon is a literal translation, taken from the very last
leaf, on the left  hand side of the cql lect ion or book of , ,1
plates, which contained the record which has been
translated; the language of the whole,running,th€;6-Brne ?s
al l  Hebrew writ ing in general;  and that, said t i t le,page isrnot
by any means a modern composit ion,either of mine or of.
any other man's who has l ived or does l ive in this genera-
t ion. Therefore, ih order to correct an e'rror whiih geneial ly
exists coneerning i t ,  I  give below that part of the t i t le page
of the English version of the Book of Morrnon, which is a 

' ,

genuine ind llterat translation of the title page of the
Or ig ina l  Book of  Mormon,  as recorded on the p la tes.  (Em-

Following this statement, Joseph includes the t i t le,
sub-heading, and the two paragraphs from the t i t le,
page of the 1830 Book of Mormon. "The remaindei of
the t i t le page is of course, modern," Joseph states
(I6s 3:943).

I t  is apparent that what Joseph did was not "or-
dinary" translat ing. Normally, a translator must know
both languages. We are told by the authors of the
Book of Mormoh that they wrote in reformed Egyp-
t ian, using the Hebrew pattern, and that because
"non'b other people knoweth o-ur,language, therefore
he [the Lord] hath prepared means for the interpreta-
t ion thereof" (Mormon 4:100).

t3 -l

b.
Flg. 1. Two sizes of "foolscap" paper were used in the
Original manuscript. The drawing above illustrates how they
were folded to create two different page Eizes. a. The longer
pages resulted when 1 3-114" x 1 6-1/2" sheets were folded
and sewn the.long direction, thus creating o Fogg gize of ,,
6-5/8" x 16-1/2". First and Second Nephi of the surviving
Original manuscript pages are thie size. See figure 2. b. The
shorter page$ were oreated fiom 1 3" x, l6",sheetg,,which
wer.e folded and sewn the short length, resulting, in q page size
of 8" x 13". This'is the size of the existing iiages from the'
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Oescrfptfon of the
Original Manuscrfpt

T f,u paper used for the Original
I  manuscript was cal led "fools-

cap." Foolscap refers to a water-
mark of a jester 's cap on writ ing
paper. This special writ ing paper
was unruled and general ly meas-
ured 12" to 1,3-1,12" wide by 15" to
17" long. The surviving Original
manuscript pages are of two sizes.
They were folded and then hand-
sewn with binding thread along the
fold. However, i t  is not known
when the sewing of the folded
sheets actually occurred. The
original paper sizes and fold l ines
are shown in the drawings in f igure
1. Two manuscript pages with the
fold and binding threads visible are
shown in the photo in f igure 2.
When the LDS church prepared the
sheets for laminating, the threads
were removed and the pages cut
along the fold.

Fig.2. The Original manuscript page to the
right (1 Nephi 2:28-50) shows the fold l ine
and stitching before the binding threads were
removed and the sheets cut apart for deacid.
ification and lamination. A portion of the other
side of the same page (1 Nephi 2:50-75) i6
shown below with the fold line and threads
from-the reverse side visible.
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Flg..3. This page from
the Original manusoriPt
(1 Nephi 2:32-411
shows that the writlng is
continuous wlthout Punc'
tuation or paragraph divl'
sions. Final letters
are sometimes dropped
and words are divided
improperly, such as
"bec-aus" at the end of
line 2 and beginning of
line 3, Sometimes di'
vided words were hy'
phenated (see beginning
of l ines 3,  10 and 16)
but usually they were
not.

Some words are mis'
spelled or archaic spell'
ings are used, such as
"ware" for "were" on
l ine 2.

Some words are un'
necessarily capitalized
("Away," l ine 2; "Came,"
l ine 12; "And,"  l ine 13),
while other proper nouns
are not capitalized (e.9.,
"i," "god," repeated
several tirnes; "ishmagl,"
l ine  13) .

The Original  manuscr ipt  is  handwri t ten on both
sides of  the paper.  Many ear ly sources indicated that
the pages were numbered. Numbers are v is ib le on
only a few pages today due to fading or f rayed and
missing corners.  Wri t ing is cont inuous with no
paragraph div is ion,  no punctuat ion,  only some
capital izat ion of  proper names, and random capi ta l iza-
t ion of  other words.  A few words are div ided at  the
ends of  l ines wi th no regard for  syl labi f icat ion.  On the
Or ig ina l  manuscr ip t  page in  f igure  3 ,  some misspe l l -
ing of  words can also be seen, al though some are
archa ic  spe l l ings .

Only a smal l  number of  scr ibal  correct ions are
evident on the Original  manuscr ipt .  Correct ions made
at the t ime of  d ictat ion are obvious because incorrect
words are crossed out and the correct  word or phrase
fol lows immediately af terward. Other correct ions
inserted above the l ine could have been done then or
at  a later t ime. I t  should also be noted that misspel l -
ings and capi ta l izat ions vary wi th scr ibes.

A "subject  capt ion" or heading appears at  the top
of each manuscr ipt  page. These headings were added
after the complet ion of  each page. This conclusion is
drawn from examples such as the page seen in f igure

4 on which appear the handwri t ings of  two scr ibes.
The heading is in the same handwri t ing as that on the
last  port ion of  the page.

PRINTER'S MANUSCRIPT

ccording to his mother,  Lucy,  Joseph received a
commandment f rom the Lord fo l lowing the

completion of the Original manuscript by July 1,
7829, that Oliver Cowdery was to prepare a copy of
the entire manuscript for security purposes. A guard
was to be constantly on watch at the house where
Oliver was working in order to provide protection for
the manuscripts. Oliver began copying the manuscript
immediate ly  and pr in t ing began a shor t  t ime la ter ,
after a contract was secured with E. B. Grandin on
August 77, 7829.It  was the copy made by Oliver-the
"Printer 's copy"-which was carr ied to the printer 's
off ice, a few pages at a t ime, also with a guard in at-
tendance. According to John H. Gilbert,  typesetter
and pressman for the printer of the 1830 Book of
Mormon, the f irst instal lment del ivered to the printer



was 24 pages long and was picked up and returned at
the end of the day'.s work. This ritual was repeated
daily, except for the few t imes when Gilbert took
port ions home to read and punctuate in preparation
for  pr in t ing.

Oliver continued to work on the copy while the
typesett ing and print ing was in process. (Others must
have assisted him due to the appearance of other
handwrit ings on the Printer 's manuscript.) l t  took
some t ime for the task of copying to be completed, as
noted in a letter from Oliver to Joseph almost four

months after the work was begun. In the letter, dated
November 6, 1829, Oliver states, " l  have just got to
Alma [sic] commandment to his Son [sic] in coppying
[sic] the manuscrip [sic] .  .  .  "  This passage is just past
the half-way point (Alma 17) in the Book of Mormon.
We know that  the pr in t ing and b inding was completed
by March 26, 1,830, when the f irst copies of the
1830 edit ion (5,000 total) of the Book of Mormon
were offered for sale to the public. This indicates that
Ol iver  was just  keeping ahead of  the pr in ter  in  prepar-
ing the manuscript copy.

Flg. 4 This page of the
Original manuscript (1
Nephi 1:57.80) was writ .
ten by two different
scribes. Oliver Cowdery
wrote the first portion. An
unidentified scribe
(previously thought to be
John Whitmer) wrote the
second half of the page
(see arrow midway down
the page). The unidentified
handwriting matches that
of the headin! at the top
of the page, indicating that
the headings (which occur
at the top of each page)
were added after the page
had been written. The
heading on this page
reads, "Nephi goeth up to
jerusalem to bring his
father/the records of the
jew,"
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Fig. 5, This is the first
page of the text from the
Printer's manusciiPt ( First
Nephi, Chapter 1,). lt in'
cludes Nephi's synopsis

'::andlver*es 1' thf$.irgh 7' lt
was copied trom tne
Original manuscriPt using
tfre same form (no Punc-

,,ituatlsh:oi paragi h civi" .
,slont, ,

:  :  t :  :  I  I  :  I

The following 26 words
aie'missing from verse 7
at the bqttom o{ the page:
"the, . .'carried away in a
vision even that he saw

ii,, .,the,,hB.#VsrtB op€fi 'and he.
thought he saw God sitting
ubon his throne sur-

.' 'rounded with
numberless. .  .  "



Description of tfie Printer's Manuscrtpt

T f,u Printer 's manuscript is comprise d of 464
I numbered pages with two unnumbered pages of

preface materiai l the Copyright Cert i f icate and Preface
writ ten by Joseph Smith, Jr.,  both of which were
printed in t tre t 'AfO edit ion of the Book of Mormon).
The manuscript is complete and legible except for the
bottom of the f irst sheet of text (see f igure 5). The
bottom of this f i rst sheet is worn away, losing the last
two l ines of  wr i t ing;  26 words are miss ing f rom the
front side and 30 words are missing from the back
side of the sheet. An occasional word or part ial  word
is missing along the edge of a page or a corner which
riur riuv"i. The"pag,=, ,iuuru re'7l5l}" by 12-77176"
with hand-rul ing adcled, possibly by the individual
scr ibes.  The number of  l ines of  wr i t ing var ies f rom 32
to 38.-  

A;  on the Or ig inal  manuscr ip t ,  the wr i t ing is  one
long paragraPh without punctuation. Every l ine is
f i l led. Also as on thr: Original,  some words are sePa'
rated at the ends of l ines. RLDS Church Historian
Richard Howard notes that "only sporadic punctuation
and printer 's marks aPPear on a small  number of.
pages" and that the'y "aPpear to have been added
iater, some with penci l  and some with instrument and
ini l  ai f f"rent from those used in writ ing the manu'
script" (1969:37). Fi irst-hand test imony of John C.i lbert
coni irms that there was no punctuation and that he
was responsible for penci l  marks on the manuscript:
"For two or three ni:ghts I took it home with me and
read i t ,  and punctuer ted i t  wi th  a lead penci l .  This  wi l l
u..ount for ihe pr.lnctuation marks in pencil" (Wood
1958).

In the process of copying, the scribe corrected
some *oidt which \ i lere misspelled on the Original
manuscr ip t .  However ,  addi t ional  misspel l ings and
archaic spel l ings are noted on the Printer 's manuscript
which did not occut on the Original.  In some in'
stances, proper nanles which had not been capitalized
on the Oiiginal were not capital ized on the Printer 's.

(the 1840 edition, which was based on the 1837). On
bctober 2, 1841, Joseph Smith placed the Original
manuscr ip t ,  a long w i th  o ther  i tems,  in  the  corners tone
of the Nauvoo House. Joseph speci f ied that i t  was the

Original  manuscr ipt  in a statement dated December
29, 1841. :  .

ln September, 1882, after fmma Smith's death,,her
second husband, Major Lewis Bidamon, opened the
cornerstone of  the Nauvoo House dur ing a remodel ing
project. He removed the Original manuscript only to
f ind that i ts condit ion had deteriorated due to damage
from water seepage. l t  was bel ieved that Bidamon
equally divided the surviving Pages between the LDS
and RLDS churches (CH 6:62; also Burgess 1'934:137).
However, the LDS church did not receive port ions of
the Or ig inal  manuscr ip t  d i rect ly  f rom Bidamon.  In '
stead, the pages were given to individuals who visi ted
Nauvoo and then later turned them over to the
church. According to Dean Jessee, of the LDS Church
Historian's Off ice, that church now holds a total of
744 pages (seventy-two leaves), plus numerous part ial
pages and fragments, or about one'third of the total
manuscr ip t  (1970:276;  see a lso F.A.R.M.S.  1984a) .
These pages and fragments are from First and Second
Nephi, Alma and Third Nephi. However, many of the
surviving pages are damaged, with holes or missing
corners. l t  is not l ikely that much survived beyond
Third Nephi, since the bottom sheets of the manu'
script would have received the most severe damage'
whiie in the cornerstone. Addit ional manuscript por'
t ions remain in  pr ivate and publ ic  hold ings.  l t  is  a lso
conceivable that other leaves or fragments st i l l  exist
and may turn,up in the future. .Figure 6 shows frag-
ments of the Original manuscriPt.

When Joseph Smith lll was residing in Lamoni, Iowa,
Bidamon senf him pages from the Book of Jacob.
Brother Smith stated at the 1908 General Conference
that he had received "half a dozen Pages" (CCttI
1908:1129) .  Wi th in two to three months af ter  obta in '
ing the pages, the writ ing had faded and the Pages
eventual lv  deter iorated and crumbled.  In  1951,  ln  an
address ai a Book of Mormon Inst i tute, Israel f i .
Smith stated that "an examination of photostats of
pages we received from Bidamon causes us to bel ieve
they were in  Cowdery 's  handwr i t ing"  (Srn i th  1951:
255). No other mention of these photostats has been
found,  and thei r  whereabouts is  unknown.

WHAT HAPPENED TO
THE MANUSCRIPTS?

f ter  the f i rst  erdi t ion of  the Book of  Mormon was
n printed in 18i10, Joseph Smith kept-the Original
manuicript in his possession, and Oliver Cowdery re'
tained the copy he had prepared-the Printer 's
manuscript.  In addit ion to the Printer 's manuscript be-
inq used io print the 1830 edit ion of the Book of
M6rmon, i t  was alsrt used to prepare the 1837 edit ion.
When Oliver left  th,e church in 1838, he took the
Printer 's manuscript with him. Oliver died in 1850 and
the Printer 's manuscript went to his brother' in- law,
David Whitmer, who kept the manuscript under his
bed t ied in old newspapers.

Original ManusrcriPt

W il['B:;f;:li**::$:ir,:T:,;'*: t:::ff '
then avai lable) lvas the source for a smal l  number of
changes in the next edition of the tsook of Mormon

Flg. 6. Many fragments from the Original manuscript give e,videnc.e 9f
the manuscript's fragile condition-a result of the damp conditions in the
Nauvoo House cornerstone.
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Flg.7. Two handwrlting samples are shown here from the Printer's manuscript (upper photo - Alma 6:38-42; lower photo - Alma 12:57.60).
Hand-ruling by the scribe caused irregular line spacing which is seen in the lower photo. Also note th€ added punctuation marks.

Printer's Manuscript

| | | |  eanwhi le,  in June, 1884, less than two years
I  -  I  af ter  the Original  manuscr ipt  was taken out of
the  Nauvoo House corners tone,  Wi l l iam Ke l ley  and
Heman C. Smith f rom the RLDS church met wi th
Dav id  Whi tmer  and examined the  Pr in te r ' s  manu-
scr ipt .  The fol lowing month,  a commit tee f rom the
RLDS church gathered at  Whitmer 's home for the pur-
pose of  comparing the Pr inter 's manuscr ipt  wi th the
1830,  1840,  and the  f i rs t  RLDS 1874 ed i t ions .  The i r
report  was publ ished in the Saints Herald (Kel ley,  et
al .  1 884:545-548; see also Anderson 1 936: 1 13).

When Dav id  Whi tmer  d ied  in  January  o f  1888,
custody of  the manuscr ipt  passed to his grandson,
George Schweich. Schweich sold the Pr inter 's manu-
scr ipt  to the RLDS church for $2,450 in Apr i l  1903
(CH 6:62).  This manuscr ipt- the Pr inter 's manu.
scr ipt-  was the basis for  the 1908 Author ized
Ed i t ion .

The pr in te r ' s  manuscr ip t  i s  p resent ly  s to red  in  a
bank  vau l t  in  Kansas  C i ty .  l t  was  on  pub l ic  d isp lay
dur ing  the  1980 RLDS Wor ld  Conference in  obser -
vance o f  the  sesqu icentenn ia l  (150th  ann iversary )  o f
the  f i rs t  ed i t ion  o f  the  Book o f  Mormon and the
found ing  o f  the  church .

icrof i lms of the Original and the Printer 's
manuscripts are available for individual study at

both the RLDS and LDS church headquarters. A
photocopy of the Printer's manuscript is also available
in the RLDS Library-Archives. Those portions of the
Original manuscript which are in private and public
holdings are not included on the above-mentioned
microfi lms.

Which manuscript is which?

A s  no ted  above,  dur ing  the  t ime tha t  Dav id
I  I  Whi tmer  was cus tod ian  o f  the  Pr in te r ' s  manu-
scr ip t ,  severa l  ind iv idua ls  examined and compared the
manuscr ip t  w i th  the  pr in ted  ed i t ions .  They  cor rec t ly
de termined tha t  the  manuscr ip t  in  Whi tmer 's  posses-
s ion  was the  one used by  the  pr in te r ,  based on  the
appearance o f  p r in te r ' s  rnark ings  on  por t ions  o f  the
manuscr ip t .  However ,  they  incor rec t ly  ca l led  th is
manuscr ip t  the  Or ig ina l ,  thereby  caus ing  confus ion
about the ident i ty of  the manuscr ipts for  the next
e igh ty  o r  more  years .

A f te r  the  RLDS church  ob ta ined the  Pr in te r ' s  manu-
scr ip t  f rom Whi tmer 's  he i r ,  the  1906 Genera l
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Conference appointed a committee to make a comPar'
ison of the recently-acquired manuscript with the
1837 and 1874 edit ions and to produce a corrected
Book of  Mormon.  The 1908 Author ized Edi t ion,  on i ts
t i t le page as well  as in i ts Preface, refers to the
Pr inter 's  manuscr ip t  as the Or ig inal  manuscr ip t ,
thereby contr ibuting to the confusion.

One of the reasons for their erroneous conclusion
was the ident i f icat ion of  mul t ip le  handwr i t ings on the
Printer 's manuscript (refer to f igure 7). l t  was known
that  Ol iver  Cowdery,  as pr inc ipal  scr ibe dur ing the
or ig inal  d ic tat ion,  was ass is ted by others,  but  i t  was
wrongly supposed that Oliver had solely prepared the
Printer 's copy; therefore, the assumption was made
that  the Pr in ter 's  manuscr ip t ,  wi th  i ts  mul t ip le  hand'
writ ings, was the Original (Kel ley, et al.  1884; CH
4:451,459).

However, they were forgett ing the manuscript from
the Nauvoo House cornerstone. I t ,  too, contains the
handwr i t ings of  o thers in  addi t ion to Ol iver  Cowdery
(refer  to  f igure 4) .  Remember that  Joseph Smith,  Jr . ,
h imsel f ,  sa id that  i t  was the Or ig inal  manuscr ip t  which
was placed in the cornerstone. Because both manu'
scripts contain the handwrit ing of others besides
Ol iver ,  th is  cr i ter ia  cannot  be used to determine which
manuscr ip t  is  the Or ig inal  and which is  the Pr in ter 's
coPy.

At the 1908 General Conference, in resPonse to the
question "as to whether we have the original manu'
script of the Book of Mormon," statements were made
by several individuals who had examined the Printer's
manuscript. The general consensus was that this-the
only intact manuscript'-was one of the two made
prior to the print ing of the 1830 edit ion of the Book
of Mormon, and that the manuscript in possession of
the RLDS church contained printer's marks in some
places. But again, the Presence of mult iple hand-
writ ings made them assume it  was the Original manu-
script (GCM 1908: 1128-1 130).

Heman C. Smith later noted:

There has been some controversy as to which was the
original.  l t  matters not which was writ ten f irst.  The manu-
script from which the book was printed is the one now
preserved, for it I'ras the printer's marks upon it in many
places. So when we speak of the printed volume there is no
question but this is the original from which if was produced.
(Emphasis added) (Smith 19121'70 see also CH 6:279)

Clear identi f icat ion of the Printer 's manuscript was

further confused when RLDS Church Historian, S. A.
Burgess, declared that the manuscript actually "con'

sisted of two-thirds of the original which was pre'
served and one-third of the manuscript which was sent
to the printer" (1930:396). His conclusion was Pro'
bably based on the aPpearance of punctuation on
about one-third of the manuscript which we now know
was done by Gilbert. However, because the Printer's
manuscript is consistent in page numbering, Page
size, and continuity of writ ing, i t  is obviously one

complete manuscript.
ln the summer of 1968, handwrit ing specimens

were compared with the Printer's manuscript, but no
certain identification could be made even though
earlier statements identified several handwritings as
noted above (Howard 1,969:27). To this date, no addi'
tional handwriting samples of adequate size have been
found to allow a firm identification of scribes on the
Printer 's manuscript.

The following comparison of the word content of
the manuscripts should help to explain the consensus
in both the LDS and RLDS churches-that the
Original manuscript is the one which was Placed in
the Nauvoo House cornerstone (just as Joseph Smith'
Jr.,  said i t  was) and the Printer 's manuscript is the one
retained by Oliver Cowdery and presently owned by
the RLDS church.

COMPARING THE MANUSCRIPTS

s the scribes hand-copied l ine after l ine from the
{l Original manuscript, there occurred copying
errors such as writing the wrong word, adding or drop'
ping s's or other f inal letters, and omitt ing a word or
phrise. In addit ion, spel l ing and capital izat ion on the
Printer's manuscript differed in some places from the
Original.  Some errors occurred which were immedi '
ately corrected. Other corrections aPPear to have been
made during a proofing step and prior to printing of
the 1830 edition. Therefore, the resulting text of the
Printer's manuscript differs from that of the Original
manuscript. See all of these elements in figures 3 and
5. Additional changes made directly on the Printer's
manuscript show that it was also the manuscript used
to produce the 1837 edition; specific examples of this
will be presented in the second article.

Omfssions

f n the process of copying the Original manuscript,
I omissions of words or phrases occurred, most of
which do not change the meaning. Most words or
phrases that were omitted have never appeared in any
edit ion. An example is found in 1 Nephi 2:39:

"And they did offer sacrifice and offer burnt
offerings unto him."

The word in italics, "offer," was written on the
Original manuscript but was not copied by the scribe
onto the Printer's manuscript. It can be seen in figure
3, l ines 15 and 16. Because the word is divided at the
end of the line (of - fer) and is also a repeated word, it
is easy to see how it could have been unintentionally
omitted during the process of copying.



, f  ni t" most omissions do not change the
J meaning when restored to the text, the next

Fig. 8. When the Printer's manuscript was being prepared from the
Original manuscript, the copyist would occasionally omit a word or a
phrase. In First Nephi 3:1 1 1-'l 12, on the Original manuscript (above),
the words "the," "not': and "he" (see arrows) are clearly visible. On the
Printer's manuscript (below), all three of these words were omitted dur-
ing copying; the positions of the missing words are indicated by dots.

example f rom 1 Nephi  3:111-112 is  one which ob-
viously does. Fol lowing is a side-by-side comparison
of the text which is shown in the photographs of both
the Original and Printer's manuscripts in figure 8:

Origina{ ' i  , ,  . r  :  i ' . .
of darkness that  i t  past  f rom of

the fase of  the*/  earth
6  beho ld  i  saw lhe  mu l t i t udes

wh ich  had  no t  /  f a l l en
becaus  o f  the  g rea t  and

te rb le  j udgments  /  o f
the  lo rd

E i  saw the hevens open
€, the lam of  go*rd desending

out of  heven
6 he came down €,  he s-hew*/d

h imse l f  un to  them E  I
a l so  saw

N-o te :  The  " / "  i nd i ca tes  the  end  o f  a  l i ne  on  the  manusc r ip ts .  *Edge

o f  page  i s  f rayed  and  words  o r  l e t te rs  a re  m iss ing .  [ JWords  omi t ted
when  mak ing  Pr in te r ' s  manusc r ip t .

"Three words, l ' the, "not, ' :  and "he," are found on
the Original manuscript but were omitted by the
copyist,  and have not appeared in any edit ion unti l  the
1981 LDS, which includes the word "not" for the f irst

lil,i;"lhe" 
and "he" have still not appeared in any

The essence of this passage from Nephi 's vision as
recorded on the Original manuscript is that the Lamb
of Cod came down and showed himself to them, i .€.,

'  :  : , .  Pr in tgr t ,s  , '  ,
ness that it passed from off

the face of the earth
6 behold  I  saw [ ]  mul t i tu /des

which had I fal len
because of the great S

ter r ib le  Judgments  o f
the / Lord

€' I saw the Heaven$ open
t'  the L?Tb of Cod decending

out of He/aven
e' he came down E I shewed

himsel f  unto  them 6
I also saw & bear

TABLE2
I  i  t  

- .  

.  ,  r . . '

PRINTER'S MANU$CRIPT OMISSIONS

Italicized Words Which Appear on the Original
Manuscript But Were Omitted on the printer's

:

Chapter
& Verse Reference

l :3!7
1:12tr And after he had srnote off his o,rli hlad ,
l,:1.42 Yea, and he also ifiadeian:oath,unto us ,
2:39 did offer sacrifice and offer burnt offerings
2:61 th;v;vould not come unto m9 u"a pui,iie of ttrrc

fruit
3:28 Aid h- way is preparedl for attrnen frorn the

foundation
3:45 and after that ye sha// have witnessed him
3:47 the tree which is rnost precious above all
3:104 And I saw the earth that it rent
3:1 1 1 I saw the multitudes which had nof fallen
3:112 he came down and he shewed fri-r"if unto tf,"-
3:77'l many plain and rnost precious things
3:179 because of the most pjui; u; ;;;;r". ious parts
3:183 because of the most plain and most precious parts
5:59 and provide urags and means
5:60 he did provide waAs and means
5:204 near to be cast with sorrour into a watery grave
5:227 engraven upon those frrsf  p lates 

-  - - - r  s-- ' -

5:226 And noro this I have done

?t??! 
they shall be scourgedrby ail people

5:252 And because they haue turned their hearts aside
7:23 lands of their first inheritance

1 2



"the mult i tudes which had not fal len." He obviously
could not  show himsel f  " to  mul t i tudes which had
fa l len."  When the scr ibe copied th is  l ine f rom the
Or ig inal ,  " the"  and "not , "  were omi t ted,  to ta l ly  chang-
ing the meaning (compare.with 3,,N"pl i  1 ,6ff).  ,  t

A preliminary survey of the words from the First
ff Book of Nephi found on the Original manuscript
but ncit copied onto the Printer's manuscript-a total
of thirty-four words-is shown in table 2. Because of
the avai labi l i ty of the microf i lms of the Original and
Printer's manuscripts, it will be easy to correct these

types of omissions in future edit ions of the Book of
Mormon.

Word cfianges

nother type of copying error was changing a
word when i t  was copied from the Original onto

the Printer's'manuscripti Sbme errors could'possibly
havq been caused ,by lnisreadinq the'original. word.

ful lnesslplainness. This f irst example in f igure 9
shows the change of a word in Chapter 3 of the First

-'% **

1,;
- dd- - t,*Sd

n*# **.*'F'

a" , *,.w'il.n ei

Fig. 9. In preparing the
Printer's manuscript (below),
the copyist sometimes wrote
a different word than the one

which appeared on the
Original manuscript (above).

In First Nephi 3:165 on the
Origlnal manuscript segment,

line 2, the word "fulness"
[slc] has been recorded, In

the corresponding reference
on the Printer's manuscriPt,

line 4, the word'"Planeness"
lsicl was written instead of

"ful lness".

Verse '167 on line 11 of the
Original manuscriPt Portion
reads "formation,'i while on

line 9 of the Printer's
manuscript, "foundation" is

written.

W*{ g*rr,{# ' e" t {f'
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Book of Nephi, verse 165, (which compares this
passage on both manuscripts). The Original
manuscript reads:

. . . thou hast Beheld that the Book proceded forth from the
mouth of the Jew & when it proceeded forth from the
mouth of a Jew it contained the fulness of the Gospel of the
Lord of whom the twelve Apostles Bore record 6 they Bore
record according to the truth which is in the lamb of
God. .  .  (Emphasis added)

When these words were coPied from the Original
manuscript, the word "fulness" [sic] was changed to
"planeness" [sic]. The original word "fullness" in this
passage indicates that the Bible originally contained
the fullness of the gospel before many of the plain
and precious parts were taken away (vv. 168'183). It
should also be noted that the phrase "fullness of the
(or "my") gospel" occurs seven other times in the
Book of Mormon. It is significant that the phrase,
"plainness of the gospel," does not occur anywhere
else in the Book of Mormon,

formationlfoundatlon. Another example shows a word
which was changed in three places during the copying
process. In 1 Nephi 3:139, 140 and 167, the word "for '
mation" appears on the Original manuscript.  On the
Printer 's manuscript,  the copyist recorded the word
"foundation" in al l  three places. A comparison of this
change in  v .  167 can be seen in  f igure 9.

It is easy to see that "formation" is the correct
word by referring to verse 179 in the same chapter.
This verse on both the Original and Printer 's manu-
scripts, as well  as al l  pr inted edit ions, reads " .  .  .  that
great and abominable church, whose formation thou
hast seen." ln the three verses mentioned above, the
word "formation" on the Original manuscript was
changed to "foundation" when the Printer's coPy was
made, but was not changed in verse 179. The correct
word, "formation," is substantiated in Lehi 's vision of
a great and spacious bui lding (the world) which "stood
as i t  were in the air,  high above the earth" and
therefore, had no "foundation" (1 Nephi 2:72).

Corrected word changes

ome copy errors were corrected on the Printer's
manuscript prior to the printing of the first edi-

tion. Table 3 lists examples from the First Book of
Nephi in which errors were corrected on the Printer's
manuscript. In the first reference, 1 Nephi 1:84, the
word "God" is writ ten on the Original manuscript.  The
copyist, however, wrote "the Lord" instead but cor-
rected it immediately to "God." This is obvious on the
manuscript because "the Lord" is scratched out and
the correction is written on the same line as the next
word (this may be viewed on microfilm on page 4 of
the Printer 's manuscript.)

In the remaining examples, the incorrect word has
been scratched out and the correct word written above
the line. These corrections most likely occurred im-

mediately but could possibly have been made at a
later time, perhaps while proofing. However, the cor.
rect word in each example does appear in the 1830
edition. See figure 10 for an example of this type of
correction.

Conclusion

his article has briefly summarized the histories
and descriptions of the Original and the Printer's

manuscripts of the Book of Mormon, as well  as the

I

TABLE 3

PRINTER'S MANUSCRIPT CORRECTIONS
The Flrst Book of Nephl

Chapter
& Verse Corrected Word Changes Manurcrlpts

7284 keeping the commandments of Qod Original
keeping the commandments of the

Lord Printer's
keeping the commandments of God Printer's corrected

l:92 speak many hard words unto us Original
speak many hard things unto us Printer's
speak many hard words unto us Printer's corrected

3:50 as a man speaketh ruffh another Original
as a man speaketh unto another Printer's
as a man speaketh rrdth another Printer's corrected

5:33 when my father beheld the things Original
when my father sarl the things Printer's
when my father beheld the things Printer's corrected

32144 for the praise of the world
for the prtde of the world
for the praise of the world

5:214 we did begin to till the earth
we did begin to till the ground
we did begin to till the earfh

7:39 upon the face of this earth
upon the face of this land
upon the face of this earfh

7247 he shall executejudgment
he shall execute justfce
he shall execute judgmenf

Original
Printer's
Printer's corrected

Original
Printer's
Printer's corrected

Original
Printer's
Printer's corrected

Original
Printer's
Printer's corrected

6:16 Nevertheless for mg name sake Original
Nevertheless for fhg name sake Printer's
Nevertheless for mg name sake Printer's corrected

Note: In the verses above, the first line indicates the correct word in
italics as it is written on the Original manuscript. The second line
contains the error or incorrect word (in italics) as copied onto the
Printer's manuscript, This incorrect word was scratched out and the
correct word (shown in the third line in italics) was then written on the
Printer's manuscript before the printing of the 1830 edition.
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Flg, 10. Whlls copylng from ths Orlglnai manuscnpr, tho oopylst wrote the word "unto" as s€sn on llns 3 of thls page lrom the Prlnto/8 manuscrlpt
(1 Nsphi 3:50). He scrstched out th€ enoneouE word and Inssrted lhe congot word "wlti" abovo the llno som€llme prlor iro glvlng tho manuscrlpt to
the printer,

disposition of both manuscripts. We have also seen
that the two manuscripts differ in a few places. Most
of the variances are minor and probably only a few are
meaningful. After analyzing a variety of examples, the
manuscripts can be properly identified based on the
sequence of word omissions, changes and corrections.
As noted above, the consensus in both the RLDS and
LDS churches is that the Original manuscript is the
one which was placed in the Nauvoo House cor-
nerstone and the Printer 's manuscript is the one
retained by Oliver Cowdery and presently owned by
the RLDS church.

It is important to know what the original words of

the Book of Mormon are. The more we understand
about the Hebrew nature of the Book of Mormon, the
more significant each word becomes. We appreciate
the cooperation of both churches in this research ef-
fort and for their assistance in obtaining photographs
of these manuscripts. Another helpful resource has
been the Book of Mormon Critical Text: A Tool for
Scholarlg Reference, which comPares the manuscripts
and edit ions (F.A.R.M.S. 1984b).

The next art icle in this series wil l  cover the history
and comparison of the 1830, 7837, 1840, 1,874 and
1908 editions of the Book of Mormon and how they
relate to the manuscripts.
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