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Edi t ions produced dur ing Joseph Smi th 's  l i fe t ime are l ight ly  shaded (1830,  1837,
1840) .  The 1874 and 1908 ed i t ions were produced dur ing the Reorganizat ion per iod.

TABLE 2

EDITIONS PUBLISHED DURING
JOSEPH SMITH'S LIFETIME

TOTAL COPIES 15,500

*Ebenezer  Robinson ind icated that  on ly  3 ,000 copies were made of  the 1837 ed i -
t ion.  In  that  case,  the to ta l  cop ies would be 13,500.  Th is  to ta l  does not  inc lude the
1841 European ed i t ion.

o
ORIGINAL

i lAilUSCRIFT

P
PRINTER'S

MAI{USCRIPT

Yfij
ffi
ffi
tW,r&,

ffi
lff
B8
Eia,
el,Fn

tr
ae
BE
ff
6ctr

Edit ion
1830
1837

1840

Publisher
Joseph  Smi th ,  J r .
Parley P. Pratt &
John Goodson
Ebenezer  Robinson
Don Car los Smi th
Second impress ion [1841]
Third impression 11842)

.\IMMMMMfrMilA,,"

Location
Palmyra, NY
Kir t land,  OH

Printer Copies

E.B.  Grandin  5 ,000

Olivery Cowdery *5,000

Cinc innat i ,  OH Shepard & 2,000
Stearns

Nauvoo,  lL  Robinson 2,000
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BOOK OF MORMOI{

Foolso&F, rlnter's
Review Ink

Gold Plateso

Part I of this series presented the history and
descriptions of the two Book of Mormon manuscripts
- the Original and the Printer's.

By way of review, the Original manuscript is the
one which was actually written by the scribes as
Joseph Smith translated from the plates, by the "gift
and power of God." This manuscript was placed in the
cornerstone of the Nauvoo House in 1841. When it
was removed in 1882, the discovery was made that
the manuscript had suffered extensive water damage.
Only about one-third of the pages of the Original
manuscript exist today. Most of the pages, which
Bidamon distributed to individuals over a number of
years, are currently in the possession of the LDS
church.

By divine commandment, a copy was made of the
Original manuscript for use by the printer. This is
called the Printer's manuscript. It was retained by
Oliver Cowdery until his death in 1850 when it passed
to David Whitmer. The RLDS church purchased the
Printer's manuscript from Whitmer's heir in 1903. It is
virtually lOO% complete.

We also noted in Part I that there are a few dif-
ferences between the two manuscripts, even though
the Printer's was copied from the Original. Most of the
differences are simple copying errors (word changes
or omissions), many of which were corrected before
the 1830 edition was printed. However, some were
never corrected.

Overview
This article will present a study of five editions of

the Book of Mormon - the 1830, 1837 and 1840 edi-
tions, which were published during the lifetime of
Joseph Smith, Jr.,  and the 1874 and 1908 edit ions,
which were published during the Reorganization
period. Table 1 shows the sequence and relationships
of these five editions and the two manuscripts. Table
2 summarizes the basic information about the editions
printed during Joseph Smith's lifetime, including
publisher, location, printer and number of copies
printed.

by Shirley R. Heater

1830 EDITION (Palmyra)

he copyright for the Book of Mormon was
applied for and obtained by Joseph Smith, Jr.,

on June 11, 1829. The copyright certificate is shown
in figure 1. The title page, which accompanied the ap-
plication (as required by law), was published in the
Wagne Sentinel in Palmyra, New York, on June 28,
1 829.

When Joseph first proposed to E. B. Grandin,
printer of the Wagne Sentinel, that he print the Book
of Mormon, Grandin declined, thinking the venture
would be unprofitable. A bid from Elihu F. Marshall of
Rochester was turned down because his prices were
too high. Another printer, Thurlow Week, also de-
clined twice before Grandin finally agreed to enter in-
to a contract to print 5,000 copies for the sum of
$3,000. Joseph's mother, Lucy, recounts that an
agreement was drawn up and signed by all interested
parties to the effect that Martin Harris was to pay half
the printing cost, and Joseph and Hyrum the re-
mainder (Smith 1912:169). In a revelation to Martin
Harris given through Joseph in March 1830 (near the
completion of the printing of the Book of Mormon),
the Lord chastises Martin for not having paid his debt:

"And again, I command thee that thou shalt not covet
thine own property, but impart it freely to the printing of
the Book of Mormon, which contains the truth and the word
of God.

"lmpart a portion of thy property; yea, even part of thy
lands, and all save the support of thy family.

"Pay the debt thou hast contracted with the printer.
Release thyself from bondage." (D€'C 18:3b, 5c-d)



Although Mart in ul t imately sold of f  one hundred
and fifty acres of his two hundred and forty acre farm
which he used as col lateral ,  he stated in an interview

several  ygars later,  " l  never lost  one cent.  Mr.  Smith
paid me al l  that  I  advanced. .  .  "  (CH 1:52).

Grandin 's pr intshop was located on the thi rd f loor
of  a bui ld ing which housed a book bindery on the
second f loor and a bookstore and l ibrary on the f i rst .
The First Edition of the Book of Mormon was offered
for sale on March 26, 7830, at  Grandin 's bookstore,
seen in  f igure  2 .  I t  so ld  fo r  $1 .25  to  $1 .71 t .

Printing Methods

A brief descript ion of print ing methods in 1830
ff makes it easy to understan? and account for
some of the errors contained in the Palmyra edit ion.
Each letter and punctuation mark was selected, set,
inked and printed by hand, using a single-pul l  Smith
press, shown in f igure 3.

Jbhn Gilbert,  principal typesetter and pressman for
Grandin, described the layout:

The Bible [a lso cal led "Gold Bible,"  refers to the Book of

Mormon] was pr inted 16 pages at  a t ime, so that  one sheet

of  paper made two copies of  16 Pages each,  requir ing 2500

sheets of  paper for  each form of  16 pages.  There were 37

forms of  16 pages each,-570 Pages in a l l .  (Woods 1958)

Loose type shifted or fell out in the process of ink-
ing,  resul t ing in displaced or missing let ters.  Other er-
rors may have been the resul t  of  misreading the
manuscr ipt ,  not  remembering how something was
spel led in prec-eding verses, set t ing tyPe in the wrong
order, selecting type from the wrong cas(3, or having
the wrong type in the case.

After a number of sheets were printed, they were
proofed. Where errors were discovered, the set type
was immediately corrected. However,  the already'
pr inted sheets which contained the or ig inal  errors
were not discarded, but were used in f iner l  copies of
the Book of Mormon. This process of proofing and
correct ion cont inued throughout the pr inr t ing,
resul t ing in minor di f ferences among copies of  the
First Edition of the Book of Mormon (Jernson 1973\.

Actual ly,  i t  is  remarkable that  more etrrors did not
occur,  consider ing that the Pr inter 's manLuscr ipt  ( l ike
the Original)  was wri t ten cont inuously wi th no Punc-
tuat ion nor paragraphing (both of  which were deter-
mined by the pr inter) .  I t  a lso contained nnany archaic
or misspel led words and introduced at  least  280 new
words. Gi lbert  fur ther stated:

Every Chapter,  i f  I  remember correct ly ,  was ,one sol id
pa rag raph ,  w i thou t  a  punc tua t ion  mark ,  f rom beg inn ing  to
end .  .  .  Names  o f  pe rsons  and  p laces  were  genera l l y
capi ta l ized,  but  sentences had no end.  The character  or
short  € ' ,  was used almost  invar iably where the lvord and,  oc-
curred,  except at  the end of  a chapter.  I  punctuated i t  to
make i t  read as I  supposed the Author intendecl ,  and but
very l i t t le  punctuat ion was al tered in proofreading.  ( lb id)

Gilbert  a lso explained that,  fo l lowing the general
pract ice of  pr inters of  the day, "as he pr inted the
sheets of the Book he folded each first perfect sheet
and la id i t  in a drawer of  h is table."  In later years
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F ig .  1 .  Joseph Smi th 's  copyr ight  appl icat ion for  the Book of
Mormon  was  made  on  June  11 ,1829 .  H i s  desc r i p t i on  o f  t he  book
was taken from the book i tself .  He stated that the words were "a
l i tera l  t rans la t ion taken f rom the very  las t  leaf ,  on the le f t  hand
s ide of  the co l lec t ion or  book of  p la tes"  ( f&S 3:9a3) .  Joseph is
ident i f ied as "Author  and Propr ie tor"  to  conform wi th  the re-
qu i rements  o f  law,  but  in  the 1837 and a l l  fo l lowing ed i t ions,
" t rans la tor , "  or  " t rans la ted by, "  is  used.

Gilbert  gave these sheets to his landlord,  banker
Pl iney T.  Sexton, in payment for  back rent on the
home he leased from Sexton. Sexton had a case bui l t
for  the fo lded, uncut sheets and kept them in the bank
vaul t .  However,  he occasional ly displayed them or
showed them to personal  f r iends or dist inguished
vis i tors.  These " form proofs" were also exhibi ted at
the 1893 World 's Fair  a long with Ci lbert 's  statement
concerning the pr int ing of  the 1830 Book of  Mormon.
Sexton's heir  sold the proofs to Wi l ford C. Wood in
1942 for $350 and a s i lver fox jacket.  The complete
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' '  $ : r F ig .2 .  G rand in ' s
p r i n t  shop ,  whe re
l lhe f  i rs t  ed i t ion o f
l lhe Book of
Mormon was
; r r in ted,  was
located on the
th i r d  f  l oo r  o f  t h i s
b u i l d i n g  i n
Palmyra,  New
York.  The book
was bound in  the
second- f  loor
l r indery  and so ld
in  the bookstore
on the f  i rs t  f  loor .
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Fig. 3, A hand-operated, single.pull Smith press was used to print the 1830 edition ol the Book of Mormon. According lo typesetter and
pressman John Gilbert, two copies ot sixteen pages were printed at a time on each sheel or torm.



PART I l :  EDITIOi lS OF THE BOOK OF MORMO

set of uncut sheets (which are actually only half'sheets)

are in the wilford wood collection and were used by _
him to produce the first photo reproduction of.the 1830

First Edition. He titled it Joseph smith Begins His Work
(Wood 195E).

Description of 1830 Edition

he First Edition (1830) of the Book of
Mormon consisted of 588 Pages, including the title

page, copyright information and a one'and-a'half Page
preface written by Joseph Smith, Jr. The title page lists
Joseph Smith as "Author and Proprietor" (fig.- 4),
because, by law, only the author and owner of a publish'
ed work could hold the copyright. However, Joseph
made it clear in the preface that he "translated, by the
gift and power of God." (ln the 1837 edition and all
iubsequent editions, the word "translator" is used in
place of "author.")

The testimonies of the three witnesses and eight
witnesses appeared on unnumbered pages after the
Book of Moroni, following the order on the Printer's
manuscript. There was no index. The book measured
A't/z" by 7't /a" and was bound in brown calf '  The name
BOOK OF MORMON was stamped in gold letters on a
black leather label on the sPine.

The titles of the different books and the divisions of
chapters had been written on the Original and Printer's
manuscripts. However, many of the book titles aPPear as
insertions above the lines on the Printer's manuscript
and what we have of the Original. Frequently, incorrect
chapter numbers were entered - and then corrected -

on the manuscripts. Headings (or superscriptions - see
section below) may have served as division indicators.

Third and Fourth Nephi both carried the same title,
"Book of Nephi," until the 1953 printing of the RLDS
1908 edition. However, the LDS in their 1920 edition
first named them "Third Nephi - The Book of Nephi"
and "Fourth Nephi - The Book of Nephi."

Al l  edit ions fol lowed the chapter divisions in'
dicated on the manuscripts unti l  the 1879 LDS edit ion
which divided the books into shorter chapters. Subse"
quent LDS editions use the shorter chapters, but
RLDS edit ions retain the original chapter divisions in'
dicated on the manuscripts.

Verses were not numbered in the 1830 edit ion.

Superscriptions. The printer was responsible for
i tal icizing the headings which appear at the begin'
nings of a few books and several places within books.
These introductory summaries - or suPerscriptions -
were writ ten by the books'authors or the abridger.
Figure 5 shows the superscript for the Book of
Helaman on the Printer 's manuscript.

Fig. 4. Tit le page of the 1830 Palmyra edit ion' Note that Joseph
is  l is ted as "Author  and Propr ie tor . "

It is possible that the following were intended to be
superscriptions, but were not italicized by the printer:

2 Nephi  5 :1
2  Neph iS :17  ( l sa iah  2 : l ) *
2  Nephi  10:1 ( lsa iah 13:1)*
Jacob 2:1
Moroni  2 :1

Moron i3 :1
Moroni  4 :1
Moron i5 :1
Moron iS :1

*The Rgrie Studg Bible identifies these verses from lsaiah as
supersciiptions. Ihe NIV Studg Brble calls them introductory
headings. Most Old Testament writ ings begin with superscrip-
t ions.
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Fig. 5. -An example of an introductory heading or superscription on the Prinler's manuscrlpt which introduces lhe Book of Helaman. Theprlnter lor the 1830 edltion italicized th€ superscription in an unnumbered paragraph form. A total of twenty,iwo superscriptions areitalicized in the 1830 edition; at least nine-other places conform to the styte buiwlre not ita cized ov tn" riri"t"r. if," ii.i i i i. l isuperscriptlons as they appeared in the t830 ediiion wer€ carried over inao the.tgog edition.

Bible scholars are divided over the origin of these
headings in the Old Testament. Because they bel ieve
that oral tradit ions were f irst circulated and later writ-
ten down, some conclude these headings or introduc-
tory comments were added at a later time and were
not part of the original writ ings (Tucker lgTl:71). We
know from the Book of Mormon that this style of
writ ing was on the plates of brass. Therefore, the use
of this writ ing device was famil iar to the Book of Mor-
mon writers.

Index. The first Book of Mormon index, a four-page
list of references, was prepared by an unknown author
and printed in Kirt land in 1835. I t  was cal led
References of the Book of Mormon and consisted of
254 phrases which followed the story line in chron-
ological order by book and page number. I t  was un-
bound, and appears to have been "t ipped in" (glued in
as an insert) in some volumes of the 1830 and 1837
edit ions.

The f i rs t  European edi t ion,  publ ished in  1841,  in-
cluded an Index prepared by Brigham Young and
Wil lard Richards. The Index was almost twice as long

as the 1835 References and included approximately 38
percent of the entries from References. A report by
Underwood (1984) compares References and Index.
First printed extracts. Port ions of the Book of Mormon
were printed in newspapers before print ing of the actual
book was completed. The t i t le page, in compliance with
copyright requirements, was printed in the Wagne Sen.
tinel on June 28, 1829. Excerpts of the text also ap-
peared illegally in a paper called the Patmgra Reflector.
The publisher was Esquire Abner Cole, an ex-just ice of
the peace, who wrote under the pseudonym Obediah
Dogberry. Cole printed his satir ical paper at Grandin's
print shop in the evenings and on Sundays. The front
page of the January 2, 1830, issue (shown in f igure 6)
reproduced 1 Nephi 1:1-27 (without the superscript ion).
The January 13 issue reproduced 1 Nephi 7:28-46, and a
January 22 "Extra" edit ion included Alma 2Q:25-44.

The printing of these extracts from the Book of Mor-
mon clearly violated Joseph's copyright. However, com-
plaints by Hyrum Smith and Oliver Cowdery were ig-
nored by Cole. They contacted Joseph, who was out of
town, and he returned to Palmyra to exert his sole r ight
to p\rbl icat ion. Lucy Mack Smith relates the detai lJof
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lansrrere ol the -t .{YDlrtna. ,{no , latmminatrons: gel on{l  t trOllY thl l l (8l.r^^.L^.L:--- --L:-L L---.- -h. l  h-.?.1language or. ine E4,:rp1iary. , enf llqqminariono; yeq and malr ttrinrslifiij',r,lfririi.1.Jliirir,.*"i"Jt"i"*,
knol? llr8t llrc rccurd rvnlcn r.maEc'ldid my I'atber reod colcern:n6. Jeru..land rlso tbd tbingo wbich he rearl in
robr.rruc.; and. ! make it rvitlr mineleelenrl-thar it ahould bo deutroyed,liff;;k**;ffi3;r"i-p'f"l"ii-"i rt"
own hrndr and I mahe it awordingl*n6 .rhe inlrabitonts therto{,, many]ffiff};ffi.;il"fi;# tbe re.

th is incident (1972:176-779).  Thereafter cole was a bi t -

te r  opponent  o f  Joseph and h is  "Co ld  B ib le . "  In  June

and Ju ly ,  1830,  he  pub l ished in  h is  paper  a  t r i te ,  th in ly

vei led mockery of  the Book of  Mormon, ent i t led "The

Book of Pukei," which related stories of Nephite
treasure, money diggers, magicians, a rusty sword,
magic stone, stuf fed toad, and fami l iar  spir i ts (Kirkham

tgi t  :273ft) .  One cannot help but wonder i f  Cole 's con-

tr ived tale is the or ig in of  the toad story and money-

digging related by E.D. Howe in Mormonism Unuailed
( 1834).

to my knowledge.

of Lie people. l."F"r iii*. *i* *r"" *"r" thee thutl For behold it camo-to.pass that tle
And itcsme 9 p*"q au tre ?raye,]ltney ehctt perkhl And^afterthis man-llord,apake unlo 11ja1'!3J,33I:

rrnto thc l,oril therc a*ms n

thinss. he did ercluimlslais; anaf theY 6lno sotlBht hrtlrle'
to tire'l,ord; eucb aqlthat they mighitake it away. Butbe'
'ellous are thv work&lhold, l, Nephi' will sbelr unto you thet
t*ichiw I rfli rhmnolrl'e torder 

'*e"eiee 
of the l,ord ig over

rear therecr .mcmanyprophet tpt lph- l ; ; ; ' ; ; , ; " *  rn io i [ * ' t " rd ;  eucbaql tharrheymi*hr ' takei rawiy.  Sutbe-
rsy ln(untot l tePcol t ic . that thP"ymusr iGrqi rnnd marvel loueare t l ryworkqlhold,  l ,Nephi ,wi l lsbel runtoyouthet

liff iln"l'n*?*ff i'l'lV,i,i",:*Tip-$,*.i**t:grri-:Ii iender inerciee of the Loril igover
rnust tre dertr<rjed. w-here,foy irl;fr;i,"i,;r:h"fl-."F*-l*aiiiypower,lalltbemwhom lre hath ohosen,.br'
came to Dafls, that mv faltrer Lehi '  0ql--: ;- : ; , . ;^-*--"-a *oo..* io' . 'v^r nl l lcarrm of 1heit faith. to make themcametop_axc, thatmyfattrer.Lelu,tll;;;i;;;;;;";-;;;";;;;t i*'oi"totil*u* of tbeir fairb, to make,them
hc lvent lb+?, p"Ielld.unto tlle.l)ordilrhc inhabiranrs of the eairh; nnd bc-lmighty evenunto tbs p'ower ol debve-
ve&- eyen wrth 8lI lun nearq In &trilli"uu** thou afl merciful, thou wilt notlrance.

nnto the Lord, thire c*me a pillar oflney'wu the languq(e of nry farher inlin r dream, and srleth, unto hrm' 6le8-
fir* and dwelt upon a rrrch beforc him;1q5" grai*im of 

'hig-Glod 
I Tor hiu soulleed art thou Lebi, bersus. ot ihc

sntl heeawond-heard much; end be-ldid i.eioicelaod hir whole heart waelthinpwhich thou l1rct don€l attd tle'sntl heeawond-heard much; end be-ldid ieioicelaod hir whole heart waelthinpwhich thou l1rct don€i attd be'
eause of tbe thing* which he aaw andl61116.\ecaus€ of thc thinge which helcaure thou hast. LGen lartnlurt tnd.de'
heard,he diilquikeand trembleex-lhrdseen: yea, which the Lord had]clared untor thr8. Peoplo.rne.tblngc
ceedingly. lshewn unrdhiiu" And now l, Nephi,lwhiuh I '<rmmandett th.eq b€lrold tney

And it came to pass thai he retum-ldo not make a full account of
ed to his own bdue{ at Jeruralem ilthirrrs whiok mv f*ther hetb wti

u toko awry thy life.
,a'Io-r'i"'i't'n 

'ffifff, 
;;-i;;;i;',|;il1,[';r'i* -v']-tr'."-[atl 

"*itr*n,l 
.tnd it-came to .;:aes thet the Loril

and he cmt him*elf unon hia bed, be-hor [e hath writicn mnny thingr whiehl(otnmNnded. my tather'. even 
" 

rn 
,&

irrg overcome with thL epirit and thelhe raw in vigionn antl iri dreams; andldrcmr thlt hc ahoulo ,tel(e 
nlo lemx:'

thinga which he had aceir; and bcinglhe al'ro hnthvrnthn rnany thiugx whichland depart rnlo llu.Tmt*Tl ,t11
il;1ffiffiil"#f,fliii"i'i"ii?|il;ffffii;.r";;";p'iliil;"'niiilit 9q.'to oass that he was obdiett
camed away in a vieion, 
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*ake un ac'lhe did as the Lord 'omnanded hinr
ut ** c"J *idff'1"p""-;; ;il?;;,1*""t'f *r i'.*t+.dinsa in mv drvr-l (To k Co$inuat'l

Fig.  6 .  F i rs t  Nephi  1 :1-27 appeared i l lega l ly  on the f ront  page of
thdJanuary  2 ,  1B3O issue of  the Palmyra Ref  lec tor ,  pr in ted on the
same press as the Book of  Mormon.  A word- for -word compar ison
shows on ly  one word changed:  the seventh l ine,  second co lumn

should read "above that  o l  the sun at  noon-day;"  
( i to"  is  wr i t ten

in  p lace of  "o f . "  The paragraphing and punctuat ion fo l low the
or ig ina l  typeset t ing.

TABLE 3

1830 EDITION WORD CHANGES

Verse
1 N 2:63

" 1  N  3 : 2 1 9
2  N  1 :58
2  N  1 : 1 2 0

"2 N 3:42
"2  N  13 :6
" J a c  1 : 1
.Jac 2:6
.Jac 2:55
Jac 2:55
Jac 5:41

* M o s  1 1 : 1 9 0
"A  1 :88
A 6:30

.A  16 :82
A  18 :1

.A  26 :101
'Hel2 :21
.3 N 3:30
.3 N 9:25
. 3  N  1 0 : 1 8
. 4  N  1 : 9
*Morm 4:96
. E t h  1 : 1 6
.  E th  1 :78

1830 Edit ion

st ra ight
founder
consecrated
mediat ion
men
S iNS
the
migh t
commandment
fathers
armies
wander ing
preserve
church
great
cast
foes
nobler
land
blessed
people
f i t l
hear
fami l ies
l i gh t

Printer 's ManuscriPt

beheld a strait  and narrow Path
whose foundation is the devi l
Lord hath covenanted this land
the great Mediator of al l  men
v is i ted me in  so much mercy
take away the sin of the world
concern ing these smal l  p la tes
that  I  must  tes t i fy  unto You
commandments of the Lord
which was g iven unto our  fa ther
against  them wi th  the i r  arms
atter wading through
to save and protect this People
over the churches of God
a greater tendencY to lead
be cuf off  from his presence
the ioy  o f  our  whole  army
Gadianton lhe robber
prophets of the Lord unto death
Jesus beheld them as theY
covenant of my peace be removed
that they did bui ld cit ies again
ye shal l  have my words
lhy family and also Jared
in  me shal l  a l l  mank ind have / i fe

. ln the 1908 edit ion, these verses have been corrected to read
accord ing to  the Pr in ter 's  manuscr ip t .
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Comparison with ManuscriPts

T he typesetter obviously made errors while setting
I the type for the printing of the 1830 edition. An

example of the typesetter's misreading of a word on
the Printer's manuscript is shown in figure 7. The
word "robber" on the Printer's manuscript appears as
"nobler" in the 1830 text. See Table 3 for additional
examples of words which were changed and Table 4
for examples of words which were omitted.

1837 EDITION (Kir t land)

here are indications that as early as 1833, a se-
cond edition of the Book of Mormon was being

considered. In a letter dated June 25, 7833, and ad-
dressed to William W. Phelps in Independence, Joseph
Smith, Jr., wrote "as soon as we can get time we will
review the manuscripts of the Book of Mormon, after
which they will be forwarded to you." In addition to
publishin g Euening and Morning Star, W. W. Phelps
was also preparing the Book of Commandments and a
book of hymns selected by Emma Smith.

On July 20, 1833, less than a month after the date
on Joseph's letter, W. W. Phelps' Press and office were
destroyed by a mob. Oliver Cowdery was then direc-
ted to purchase a replacement Press and set up a
publishing office, this time in Kirtland. This was ac'
complished by the end of 1833. However, a second
edition of the Book of Mormon wasn't published until
the winter of 1836-37.

Description of 1837 Edition

he 1837 (Kirtland) edition of the Book of
Mormon contained 619 pages, thirty 'one more

than the 1830 edition. As noted earlier, the word
"translator" (instead of "author") appeared under
Joseph Smith, Jr.'s name on the title Page. As in the
1830 edition, the testimonies of the witnesses are
placed at the back of the book, followed by a note "To
The Reader." Smaller than the 1830 edition, the 7837
edit ion was pocket-sized (4" by 6 ") and bound in
brown calf with the name stamped on a red leather
label on the spine. Book t i t les, chapter divisions,
paragraph divisions and i tal icized headings
(superscriptions) are the same as those in the 1830
edit ion. And again, there are no verse numbers.

Although the 1837 edition was printed by Oliver
Cowdery, the preface is signed by P. P. Pratt and J.
Goodson, who are also listed as publishers. Their
stated intent had been to combine the Book of Mor'
mon and the Doctrine and Covenants into a one'
volume book. However, they included a notice at the
end of the book that this combination was not prac'
ticable. The preface also indicates that 5,000 copies
were to be printed. Ebenezer Robinson, who published
the 1840 edition, stated that only 3,000 copies had
been made of the 1837 edition (Stocks 1979:48). If
Robinson's statement is correct, it would help explain
why so few copies of the 1837 edition have been
located. Refer to Table 2.

Comparison with
and 1830 Edition

Printer's Manuscript

he Printer's manuscript was used as the basis for
the 1837 edition. Some of the errors which had

occurred in the 1830 edition - including over 100
typographical errors - were corrected. An additional
75 typesetter's misreadings were corrected to conform
to the Printer's manuscript.

Other editorial changes - deletions, word changes
and additions - were made directly onto the Printer's
manuscript at that time and incorporated into the
1837 edition. Examples of both deletions and word
changes made on the Printer's manuscript are shown
in figure 8. Additional editorial changes were made
while setting the type and do not appear on the
manuscript. Four instances in which the phrase "the

Son of" was added to the 1837 edition are illustrated
in figure 9. Two of the additions are written on the
Printer's manuscript. Two others were added during
typesetting and are not recorded on the manuscript.
Table 5 lists some of these 1837 changes and addi-
tions which you may wish to note in your Book of
Mormon.

Although some changes simply corrected English
grammar, others altered meanings. And some
changes (e.g., removing repetitious phrases) directly
affected the Hebrew poetic forms which occurred
naturally in the manuscriPts.

Verse
t1  N 3 :196
2 N 2:35
2 N 8:62
Jac 5:44

*Omni  1 :44
Mos 1 :104

*Mos 11:22
*Mos 11 :60
Mos 11 :69
A 3:28

*A 8:69
A 16:6

.A 16 :157

.A 25:8
A 29:31

*Hel 3:83
.3 N 2:23
'Morm 2:10

TABLE 4

1830 EDITION OMISSIONS

Relerence

they both shal l  be establ ished in one
and I wi l l  make one a spokesman for him
And it  shal l  a//  come to Pass
born in tr ibulat ion in a wild wilderness
interpreting languages and in al l  things
they shal l  consider him as a man
which they cal led the city of Helam
I wil l  covenant with this my PeoPle
and they cal led the name of the val ley Alma
his image in your own countenances?
I  wi l l i t  i t  be accord ing to  the sp i r i t
in the commencement of the seventeenth year
And now behold, will not this strengthen your

taith? Yea, it will strengthen your faith, for ye
will say, I know that this is a good seed, tor
behold, it sprouteth and beginneth to grow.

but as ye have once reiected these things
as many of the Lamanites that were prisoners
to the place of the judgment seat
Now the chiefest among al l  the chlel captains
they did again boast in their own strength

Ital icized words appear on the Printer 's manuscript but were
omitted in the 1830 edit ion. "The i tal icized words in these verses
were restored in the 1908 edit ion.
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Fig. 8' Editorial deletions made directly on the Prinler's manuscripl tor the 1837 edition appear in bold strike outs. In l ine 2. the ohraso
"it came to pass that Moroni and his army" has been deleted lrom Alma 20:45. In l ine 3, "it came to pass" has been deleted. Word
changes were also made dlrectly on tho Printer's manuscript lor the 1837 edition. In l ine 6 the words '.have lought" (which appear in the'1830 edii ion) have b€en struck out and "to fight" inserted above the l ine. In l ins 7, "which" is changed to "whoj' a grammatical correc-
tion made throughout lhe 1837 edltlon. In Hebrew, the word ashe/ may be iranslated either ,,which'i or ,,who. "

(a)  1 NEPHI 3:58

(b) 1

##,,**
(c) 1 NEPHI  3 :86

*r"Of
/

NEPHI 3 :62

f u J ' i " f f i - r

#:*fu'

@"P*w
f,ffi,,# ua#rroa*r

(d)  1 NEPHI 3:193
Fig' 9. Examples of four editorial additions in the 1837 edition. In 1 Nephi 3:58 (a), the phrase "the Son of" is written in above the l ine(see ar.ow).on the Printer's manuscript. ln verse 62 (b) and verse 86 (c), the phrase "the son ol" is added in the 1837 edition but was notwrll len on tne Pnnters manuscript; the posil ions of the added words are indicated by dots. ,,Son of the" is written on the printer's
manuscript (see arrow) verse 193 (d). All four ot these additions were relained in the 19og edition.
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TABLE 5

1837 WORD CHANGES AND ADDITIONS
Verse Reference Mss & Editions

WORD CHANGES:
1 N 3:127 and Jesus Christ which is the Lamb of God O P 1830

and tie Messiah tryho is the Lamb of God P3Z 1837 1840 1874 1908

1 N 3:141 devil that he was the tounder of it O P 1830
devil that he was the toundation of it P37 1837 1840 1874 1908

1 N 3:179 remain in that state of awtul woundedness O P 1830
remain in that state of awtul blindness *P37

remain in that awful state ot blindness 1837 1840 1874 1908

1 N 3:236 whose lounder is the devil P 1830
whose foundation is the devil P37 1837 1840 1874 1908

1 N 4:60 devil is lhe preparalor of it O P 1830

devil is the fatfier of it 'P3Z

devil is the toundafion of it P37 1837 1840 1874 1908

2  N  11 :93  dev i l . . . i s  t he  f ounde r  P  1830

devil. . . is the toundation P3Z 1837 1840 1874 1908

2 N 11:93 yea, the tounder of murder P 1830
Yea, the foundation of murder PgZ 1837 1840 1874 1908

Mos 9:170 king Beniamin had a gift from God P 1830
king Mosrah had a gift from God 1837 1840 1874 1908

ADDITIONS:
1 N 2:43 for behold, me thought I saw O P 1830

for behold, me thought I saw in my dream P37 1837 1840 1874 1908

1 N 3:58 the mother of God O P 1830

the mother ol the Son ol God P37 1837 1840 1874 1908

1 N 3:62 the Lamb of God yea even the Eternal Father O P 1830
the Lamb of God yea even the Son of the 1837 1840 1874 1908

Eternal Father

1 N 3:86 the Everlasting God was judged O P 1830
the Son of the Everlasting God was judged 1837 1840 1874 1908

1 N 3:193 the Lamb of God is the Eternal Father and P 1830
Savior

the Lamb of God is the Son ot flre Eternal P321837 1840 1874 1908
Father and Savior

2 N 6:40 their torment is a lake of f i re and brimstone P 1830

their torment is as a lake of fire and P37 1837 1840 1874 1908

brimstone

3 N 10:12 forget the shame of thy youth P 1830 1908
forget the shame of thy youth and shalt not 1837 1840 1874

remember the reProach of thY Youth

4 N 1:29 there were churches which professed P 1830

there werc many churches which professed 1837 1840 1874 1908

O = Original manuscriPt
P = Printer's manuscriPt
p37 = changes written on the Printer's manuscript and incorporated into the 1837 edition.

'plZ = Wording in 1837 edition differs from this change written on the Printer's manuscript.

based on that manuscript. (As shown
previously, there are some differences
between the Original and Printer's
manuscripts.)

Description ol the 1840 Edition

he 1840 edition is referred to as
the Nauvoo edition, even though

the first "impression" was printed in
Cincinnati, Ohio. The publishers were
Ebenezer Robinson and Don Carlos
Smith, who also published Times and
&asons. The photo in figure 10 shows
the building in Nauvoo where the other
printings were done. The size of the
book is the same as the 1837 edition (4 "
by 6"), but it contains only 571 pages'
as compared to 619 in the 1837 edition.
The text was based on the 1837 edition
and incorporated minor corrections
based on the Original manuscriPt.

There were three different printings
of the 1840 edition. Only 2,000 copies
were made at the first printing. A se-
cond printing of 2,000 copies was made
in 1841 and a third Print ing of 1,500
copies in 1842.

The 1840 edition is the first to con'
tain two "title Pages." The first page is a
shorter version of the title page that had
appeared in previous editions. It carries
the title, "The Book of Mormon /
Translated by Joseph Smith, Jr." and in'
cludes publishing information. The
following words were also added: "Third
Edition / Carefully Revised bY the
Translator." The full title page, as taken
from the plates which contain the sum'
mary written by Moroni, is Placed
following the first shorter title page. The
1840 edition is also the first to add the
name "Moroni" at the end of these two
paragraphs.

This form of two title Pages was re'
tained in subsequent RLDS editions, but
dropped in LDS editions.

On the title page of the 1842 (third)
printing of the 1840, these words have
been added: "Fourth American, and Se'
cond Stereotype Edition." This is the

1840 EDITION (Nauvoo)

third edition of the Book of Mormon, published

ff in 1840, was PrePared without benefit of the

Printer's manuscripi, fiom which the 1830 and 1837

only edition which states that Joseph Smith is the
printer. "Junior" has been deleted from Joseph's
name. (His father had died in 1841.)

Comparison with ManuscriPts and
Previous Editions

s stated before, some changes in the 1840 edi'
tion were obviously based on the Originaleditions were produced. Oliver Cowdery had taken the

Printer's manuscript with him when he left the church
in 1838. However, Joseph smith stil l had the original
manuscript in his possession, and there is evidence
that a few changes made in the 1840 edition were

manuscript. Because one'third of the Original
manuscript is all that remains today, only a partial
analysis ian be made. In the following list, the itali-

1 1



F ig .  10 .  The  T imes  and  Seasons  Bu i l d i ng  i n  Nauvoo ,  l l l i no i s ,
where the second and th i rd  pr in t ings o f  the 1840 ed i t ion o f  the
Book of  Mormon were probably  publ ished.

cized words appear only on the Original manuscript,
but not on the Printer 's. They had been omitted dur-
ing copying. Hence, they do not appear in either the
1830 or 1837 edit ions (which were based on the
Printer 's manuscript).  The words were restored in the
1840 edi t ion.

1 N 2:61 but  they would not  come unto me and partake
of the fruit (see fig. 11)

1 N 3:28 and the way is prepared for all men from the
foundat ion of  the wor ld

1 N 5:204 
$;UT"l:u, 

," be cast usith sorrow into a

Other types of corrections made in the 1840
edit ion were words omitted or changed in the 1830

edit ion and errors on the Printer 's manuscript which
had never been corrected.

Just as with the 1837 edit ion. some editorial
changes and addit ions were made in the 1840 edit ion
which do not  appear  in  the Or ig inal ,  Pr in ter 's ,  1830 or
1837. fn 2 Nephi 72:84, the word "pure" replaces the
word "white." The phrase, "or out of the waters of
baptism," was added in 1 Nephi 6:8 fol lowing "out of
the waters of Judah." This phrase was retained in the
1874 RLDS edit ion, but removed in 1908. The 1981
LDS edit ion st i l l  contains this phrase.

1874 EDITION (Plano & Lamoni)

T he Reorganized church did not produce i ts own
I edit ion of the Book of Mormon unti l  7874, four-

teen years after the Reorganization took place. Unti l
then, they used what was known as the Brooks-
Huntley edit ion. This edit ion, which was based on the
1840 Nauvoo edit ion, was f irst publ ished by James O.
Wright in New York as a commercial venture. When it
didn't  sel l  as well  as he had expected, Wright sold
either the plates or unbound sheets to Russell
Huntley. The 4,000 copies produced from these plates
(or sheets) contained a new introduction writ ten by
Elder Zadok Brooks, who was head of "The Church of
Christ," a small  spl inter group near Kirt land, Ohio.
After the Brooks organization was dissolved in 1862,
the Reorganization acquired Huntley's supply of books
and distr ibuted them unti l  1873. By 1874, the Re-
organization recognized that they needed to produce
an edit ion of their own.

Description of the 1874 Edition

he 1874 edi t ion was publ ished in  Plano,  l l l ino is
(f ig. 12). Fol lowing the two t i t le pages are the

Fig. 11. The 1840 edit ion (a) restored the phrase
"and partake of the fruit" in 1 Nephi 2:61 as i t
appears on the Original manuscript (b); both
phrases are underl ined. This phrase had been
omi t ted dur ing copy ing of  the Pr in ter 's
manuscript (c) and had not appeared in the 1830
or  1837 ed i t ions;  the pos i t ion o f  the miss ing
words are indicated by a dot.

t;-t;r ffi ***, ;*;"ffi{--u'pi i ;#hr ;di-&il:' """*o "**
Asd i* een:re tei pe*m ihnt I *nw th$rn, bur th*y wsuld nsr
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frld sl tr$m i $$s it ext*nrj*d nlong the bnnk af the dv*f.
esd lsd ro the rr*e by whieh I *tdd. And t nko b*h*ld
f, tt*elsht snd nsrro* pflth* which s&$ls elens by the rad.

(b) oRTGtNAL MANUSCRTPT

ffiffi-t -{fl
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Fig.  12.  The 1874 Book of  Mormon was publ ished in  th is
bu i l d i ng  i n  P lano ,  l l l i no i s .

F ig .  13.  A new Hera ld  publ ish ing p lant  was bu i l t  in  Lamoni  a f ter
the f  i re  o f  1907 dest royed the or ig ina l  bu i ld ing.  The 1908 Book of
Mormon was pr in ted here unt i l  fac i l i t ies  were moved to  In-
dependence  i n  1921 .

test imonies of  the wi tnesses, a sequencing which f i rst
occurred in the 1841 European edi t ion and was fol-
lowed by James O. Wright in his edi t ion.  In previous
edi t ions,  the test imonies had been placed at  the end
of the book.

The 1874 edi t ion added a new eight-page index
preceding the First  Book of  Nephi .  This double-
column index l is ted chronological  subject  informat ion
by both verse and page number.  In one of  the pr int-
ings of  the 1874 edi t ion ( in the ear ly 1900's)  there ap-
pears at  the back of  the book a pronunciat ion key and
a nine-page pronouncing vocabulary which also gives
the verse reference for each word.

The text  of  the 7874 edi t ion was based on the 1840
edi t ion,  wi th a few minor changes. Paragraphs fol low
the same div is ion used for the f i rst  three edi t ions,  wi th
only a few al terat ions.  This edi t ion also incorporates
verse numbers, based on the 1852 LDS European edi-
t ion,  which was the f i rst  to use verse numbering.

Many pr int ings were made of  the 1874 edi t ion,
usual ly only 500 at  a t ime. The last  pr int ing,  in 1907,
ident i f ies i tsel f  as the "Thir ty- th i rd Edi t ion."

ln  1881,  pub l i sh ing  ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  Reorgan iza t ion
were moved to Lamoni,  Iowa. A new two-column al-
phabetized concordance was added at the back of an
1899 pr int ing of  the 7874 edi t ion.  A large-pr int ,  or
"pulpi t "  version, was publ ished from 1892 to 1926. In
this large-pr int  version, the text  is  reset into double
columns and the paragraph structure fur ther al tered to
produce an increased number of shorter verses. Thes€:
changes were possibly influenced by the new LDS for-
mat which was introduced in 1879. ln that  format,  Or-
son Prat t  d iv ided each book into smal ler  chapters.  He
also reversi f ied the text ,  and his new system of
chapters and verses is st i l l  used in the LDS Book of
Mormon. Table 6 compares the numbers of  chapters
and verses in the var ious edi t ions.

In 1893, a special  volume cal led "The Two
Records" was produced by the Reorganizat ion.  I t  in-
c luded the large-pr int  Book of  Mormon and the In-

spired Translat ion New Testament bound together. l t
was available for about fourteen years (Stocks
1986:  139) .

1908 EDTTTON

I  n 1884, a committee was appointed to comPare
I the Printer 's manuscript in David Whitmer's
possession with dif ferent edit ions of the Book of Mor-
mon. Their report was printed in the August 23, 1884
issue of Sainfs' Herald (Kelley, et al. 7884:545-548)
and was the f irst publ ished information noting dif fer '
ences between the Printer 's manuscript and the 1830
Palmyra edit ion. As a result of their study, the com-
mittee recommended that future editions conform to
the Printer 's manuscript.

The Reorganized Church purchased the Printer 's
manuscript from David Whitmer's heir in 1903. In
1906, a committee was appointed by the General Con-
ference to produce a new edition of the Book of Mor-
mon. On January 5, 1907 - while this work was in
progress - the Herald publ ishing and bindery off ices
were completely destroyed by fire, as were the church
off ices, l ibrary, and historian's off ice, located in the
same bui lding. Fortunately, the newly acquired
Printer 's manuscript was safely stored in a f ire'proof
vault.  The minutes of the Reversif icat ion Committee,
as i t  was cal led, were destroyed in the f ire. The com'
mittee met and summarized their work up to that
point, and continued on to the completion of their
task. As a result of the committee's work, the 1908
edit ion was produced, a major step toward correcting
errors - including omissions - which had occurred in
the earl ier edit ions. Of course, the most valuable
source for determining those errors was the Printer 's
manuscript.

A new off ice bui lding, including the print ing plant
where the 1908 edit ion was printed, was bui l t  after the
f i re  of  1907 ( f ig .  13) .



Description of 1908 Edition

ne of the major changes introduced in the 1908
edition was the total reversification of the text.

Verses were divided, increasing the total to a phenom-
enal 8,701 verses compared to 1,280 in the 1830 edi '
tion (see Table 6). The 1908 verse numbering system
is stil l used in Reorganization editions.

ln the early print ings of the 1908 edit ion, a
paragraph symbol (t) was placed at the beginning of
those verses which corresponded to the original
paragraph division of the 1830 edition. Apparently a
major decision was made to maintain the chapter divi'
sions as indicated on the manuscripts. Therefore, the
1908 edition has the same chapter divisions as the
two manuscripts.

The 1908 edition with its new versification, the
1874 edition (printed through 1907) and the large'
print Lamoni edit ion (publ ished unti l  1926) were al l  in
circulation simultaneously. With so many different
versification systems being used, the use of references
in preaching and in printed materials must have been
very complicated.

New features were added in subsequent printings of
the 1908 edition, some of which have been retained in
the current printing. Following is a listing of some of
those features in selected printings:

1913 Prlntlng - A forty'four-page index was
added at the end of 777 pages of text. lt is a re-
vised and expanded version of the "Concor-
dance" included in the large-print Lamoni edi-
tion. Twenty-five cross references from the Old
Testament were also included at the bottoms of
appropriate pages.

1946 Prlnting - Page ix was added at the

front. lt l ists each book's title, on what Page
that book begins, how many chapters that book
contains and the approximate dates in history
covered by its story line.

1948 Large-Prlnt Verslon - This version add'
ed headlines and dates at the top right'hand
margins, cross references along the margins
and asterisks to highlight dating in the text. The
page listing the book titles, number of chapters
and dates was revised to give the book name,
its abbreviation, and the page number where it
could be found.

1953 Printlng - Chronological entries and
drglnal-r€ferences were moved from tops to
bottoms of pages. Paragraph indications (re-
lated to the 1830 edition) were removed in this
version. Also, for the first time, the titles,
"Third Book of Nephi" and "Fourth Book of
Nephi" were used rather than "The Book of
Nephi" used for both books in all preceding edi-
t ions.

ln 1966, an edited (revised) version of the 1908 text
was published. It deleted over 9,000 words, incor-
porated word and punctuation changes and modern-
ized grammer. Verse numbering is the same as in the
1908, but this version employs a "paragraphing" form
in which most of the "paragraphs" are made up of
several verses grouped together. The text is printed in
double columns and occupies 374 pages as compared
to 777 pages in the 1908 edit ion. A pronunciat ion
guide appears at the end, preceding the index.

TABLE 6
AND VERSE COMPARISONSCHAPTER

CHAPTERS
1830 1837 RLDS

1840 1874-1908

VERSES
RLDS LDS

*1874 1879.1981
RLDS RLDS

* '1892 1908
LDS

1879.1981
1830 1837

1840

199
1 5 1
53

7
6

1 5
6

146
402
7g

1 1 0
1 1
27
52
1 9

1,280

BOOK

1 Nephi
2 Nephi
Jacob
Enos
Jarom
Omn i
W. of Morm.
Mosiah
Alma
Helaman
3 Nephi
4 Nephi
Mormon
Ether
Moroni

TOTAL

7
1 5
5
1
1
1
1

1 3
30

5
't4

1
4
6

1 0

't14

1 3
30
5

't4

1
4
6

1 0

114

29
63
1 6
30

1
I

1 5
1 0

239

199
1 5 1
53
7
6

1 5
6

146
400
75

1 1 0
1 1
27
51
1 9

1,276

6 1 8
779
203
27
1 5
30
1 8

785
1,878

507
785
49

227
433
163

6 ,517

628
853
245
35
25
44
1 9

774
1,935

446
648
46

251
427
156

986
1 , 1 7 2

309
46
32
54
27

1,072
2,575

565
863
59

279
489
173

7
1 5
5

22
33
7

6,528 8,701

(Adapted from Stocks 1986:145.) '1874 edition checked was a 1905 printing. Even though the total number ol verses withln a book in
the 1874 may be the same as in the 1830, in some instances paragraph divisions aro different. " 1892 version checked was a 1902
printing of this largeprint lST4 edition.

T4



Comparison with Printer's Manuscript
and Previous Editions

lff hen the committee which compared the
UU Printer's manuscript with the edit ions of the

Book of Mormon made its report in 1884, they noted:
" .  .  .  changes. .  .  made and published to modernize the form
of speech; those who made the changes, bel ieving that the
sense was not to any extent affected thereby. But be that as
it  may, we your Committee earnestly recommend that the
future editions of the book be made to conform to the
Manuscript as i t  now appears in the Palmyra Edit ion which
is corrected by us, to ful ly agree with the Manuscript."

Work did not begin on a new Book of Mormon un-
til twenty-two years later, in 1906, after the church
had received the Printer's manuscript from David
Whitmer's heir. A committee was formed by General
Conference resolution "to investigate and prepare a
uniform plan for the divisions of chapters and verses,
and if thought advisable, to prepare or adopt a system
of references." Thus, this committee's original intent
was only to unify a system of chapter and verse divi-
sion, and prepare a concordance. Later, in the spring
of 1908, a sub-committee expanded the scope of its
task to compare the "Original" manuscript (actually
the Printer 's manuscript) with the 1837 Kirt land edi-
t ion. The changes for the 1908 edit ion were writ ten
direct ly on a large-print 1892 edit ion.

Some of the word changes and omissions, which
occurred in the 1830 edition, were corrected in the
1908 edit ion to make i t  conform to the Printer 's
manuscript. Examples of these types of corrections
are noted in Tables 3 and 4.

However, the earl ier committee's recommendation
that the new edition be made to conform to the
unedited Printer's manuscript was not fully adopted.
The Preface of the 1908 edition states that the text
was "made to read according to the Manuscript." Thus
revisions for the 1837 edition - word changes, dele-
t ions and addit ions - writ ten direct ly on the Printer 's
manuscript were usually retained. Some of the 1840
restorations from the Original manuscript were re-
moved because they were not on the Printer's. manu-
script. Fragments of the Original were not yet
avai lable for comparison.

Some editorial changes were also made in the 1908
edit ion which do not appear on the manuscripts or in
any of the previous edit ions. For example, in 2 Nephi
8:45, the word "healer" in the phrase "l  wi l l  not be a
healer" was changed to "ruler." And in Ether 1:95,
"[Mosiah?]" was inserted fol lowing "King Benjamin."

While the conference resolution directed the com-
mittee "to prepare or adopt a system of references,"
no concordance was made available by the Reorgan-
ization unti l  the publication of Stark's Concordance in
1 950.

Foreign Editions

G ix of the eight foreign language translat ions of
1, the Book of Mormon by the Reorganization are
based on the 1908 edit ion. They are German (c1911),

I ta l ian (1923) ,  Spanish (1960,  1979) ,  Japanese (1971) ,
Korean (1973), and Mandarin Chinese (1974). The f irst
foreign version by the Reorganization was a Hawaiian
translat ion, printed in 1898. A Danish and Norwegian
version was also published in 1903.

Conclusion
e have seen that the edit ions of 1830, 7837,
and 1840 were punctuated and paragraphed by

the printer, and followed the chapter and book divi-
sions on the manuscripts.

The first verse numbering system appears in the
1852 European edition (LDS), which for the most part
followed the paragraph division set forth in the 1830
Palmyra edit ion. In the Reorganization period, the f irst
RLDS version (1874) followed this numbering system.
The f irst original versif icat ion by the Reorganization
appears in the 1,892 version and greatly increases the
number of verses in each chapter. The 1908 edition
further divides the text into even shorter verses, but
retains the chapter division of the 1830 edition as
recorded on the manuscripts.

Within the text of the Book of Mormon, we have
found that no edition is error-free. Though the errors
of some editions were corrected in subsequent print-
ings, each new edition introduced other editorial
changes, delet ions or addit ions. ln spite of the many
criticisms through the years regarding "thousands of
changes," only a few of these variations are significant
to the understanding of the text. And now because of
the availability of the manuscripts, we are almost
always able to discover the correct words in those
places where variations occur. Our appreciation grows
for those involved in printing the editions as we gain a
greater comprehension of the magnitude of the task.

The Book of Mormon is a treasure to be prized.
And it is truly impressive that it has come down to
our day virtual ly intact.
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