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"And he that will not harden his heart, to him is given the greater portion of the word..." Alma 9: 18

TRANSOCEANIC CONTACT
ANOIHER EXAMPTE OF CONYERGENCE

By Roymond C. Treot

The subiect of tronsoceonic contoct, which if necessity
includes fhe subiect  of  Americon Indion or ig ins,  hos
oroused much inlerest ond confroversy since the eorly
1500s when i t  f  i rsf  become evident fhot  the lond
discovered by Columbus wos nof the
e o s t e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  O l d  W o r l d ,  b u t
wos in focf  o New World.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  s u b i e c t  o f  t r o n s -
oceqnic contoct  is  st i l l  controversiol ,  o
signi f  icont chonge in the woy in which
i t  is  v iewed hos token ploce omong
Americon orchoeologists.  l f  wi l l  be
s h o w n  t h o f  f  h i s  n e w  v i e w  i s  o  s t e p
closer to the posi t ion held by the Book
of Mormon.

T h i s  i s  f  h e  f o u r t h  i n  o  s e r i e s  o f
o r t i c l e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  s h o w  f  h o t  t h e
p o l t e r n  o f  M e s o o m e r i c o n  o r c h o e -
o l o g y  i s  g r o d u o l l y  c o n v e r g i n g  w i f  h
fhe pottern presented by the Book of
Mormon.

Book of Mormon Migrofions
The Book of  Mormon in 1830 fold obout three

tronsoceonic migrof ions.  The oceons ore not ment ioned
but ovoi loble evidence indicotes:  I  )  the Joredi tes crossed
the Pocific Oceon cerco 2500-2350 B.C. (see Peoples,
Ploces ond Prophecies by Verneil Simmons, pp 28-33);
2) Lehi 's group crossed the Poci f ic  Oceon c.  600 B.C. ( ,b,d.
pp. 74-79);  ond 3) the Muleki te group crossed the
Aflontic Oceon c. 587 B.C. (,b,d. pp. 97-99).

Whot does New World orchoeology hove fo soy obout
tronsoceonic confoct? Let's review whot hos been written
obout th is subiect  beginning with the occounts of  those
who f  i rsf  v iewed the ruins of ter  the Sponish Conquest ond
continue up to some present-doy theories held by New
World orchoeologists.

Eorly Accounts
Wil fey ond Soblo|r+ (1974) in fheir  book on the history of

Americon orchoeology l is t  severol  theor ies extonf dur ing
the period from 1492-1840. One of the leoding lheories
wos thot the Indions descended from the lost fribes of
lsroel. The Aztec legends of vost migrotions helped the
friors working in Mexico lo occept this fheory. Froy Diego

Duron supported this theory prior to 1580 bosed on
severol  Indion trodi t ions which were, in his v iew, porol le l
to lsroel i te t rodi t ions.  Loter wr i iers,  such os Jomes Adoir ,
on  in f luent io l  lS th  century  Amer icon ou thor ,  ond Lord

K i n g s b o r o u g h ,  w h o  p u b l i s h e d  h i s
f o m o u s  A n t i q u i t i e s  o f  M e x i c o  i n
l83 l -48 ,  o lso  qccepted  the  los t  t r ibes
theory.

This wos not the only fheory ovoi l -
oble,  however.  Compet ing theor ies
included fhe lost  wor lds of  At lont is
o n d  M u ,  o s  w e l l  o s  S c o n d i n o v i o ,
Cen l ro l  As io ,  Ch inq ,  Koreo ond Ind io
os possible sources for the Americon
Ind ions .

The f i rsf  book to deol  exclusively
w i th  the  sub iec t  o f  Amer icon Ind ion
or ig ins wos publ ished in 1607 (Or,-
gen de los indios de el nuevo mundo)
b y  F o t h e r  G r e g o r i o  G o r c i o .  H e
fovored the lost  t r ibes of  lsroel  os fhe

source ond migrot ions ocross the At lont ic os the route of
t rovel .  A l i t t le eor l ier ,  onoiher book, Joseph de Acosto's
H i s t o r i o  n o t u r o l  y  m o r o l  d e  l o s  l n d i o s  o f  1 5 8 9 - 1 5 9 0
contoined speculot ions on Indion or ig ins.  Acosto's posi f ion
is "morked by skept ic ism with regord to cul turol  compori-
sons, corrs ideroble restroint  in construct ing theor ies ond o
greot rel ionce on geogrophicol  ond founol  considerot ions
(Huddlesfon 1967:13)."  Acosto olso suggested the possi-
bi l i ty  of  o lond br idge belween the Old ond New Worlds.
Cleor ly,  the essence of  these fwo eor ly books st i l l  forms
the bosis of  the confroversy todoy, even though fhe
orguments hove become increosingly sophist icoied bofh
in regord to theory ond in evidence ovoi loble.

Anfhropology in generol  occepts the bosic posi t ion of
Acoslo in fovor ing o lond br idge ( the Ber ing Stroi t  theory)
ond in  be ing  skept ico l  obou l  f ronsoceon ic  migro t ions .  As
f ote os 1948, A. L.  Kroeber,  f  he leoding Americon onthro-
pologisf  of  h is doy, wos oble to soy thot

when we fo l low the prehisfor ies of  Mexico qnd Peru bock os fqr  qs

they ore troceoble, the eorliesf discovered forms there do nol
speci f icol ly  resemble ony porf iculor  oncienf  cul ture of  Asio.  And
equol ly  locking is  ony evidence of  turning poinfs wi th in ih is
conl inuous prehistory of  Mexico ond Peru thot  ore morked by the
in iecf ion of  Asiot ic  or  Oceonioc f ro i ls ,  or  even of  sudden
occelerot ion of  growth which might  reosonobly be ot t r ibuted to

(Cont inued on poge 2)
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CONTACT (Continued from poge I )

tronspocific sfimuli. No speciolist in Americon orchoeology ot
presenl sees ony ploce where fhere is room for o significonf Old

World influence in the unfolding of his story. The vorious lheories
"exploining" the cuhure of Mexico ond Peru os derived from

Chino, Indio, Forther Indio, or Oceonio ore oll views of non-

Americonis l ic  scholors or  the speculol ions of  omoleurs (1948:785,

emphosis in the or ig inol) .

Current Views
The following yeor, however, sow the beginning of o

chonge in the infel lectuol  c l imote surrounding this issue.
Rifey ef  o l  (1971:xiv)  col ls i f  o drosf ic chonge. l l  wos in
September, 1949 thof Roberf Heine-Geldern, o Germon
onthropologisf  ond Gordon Ekhol f f i ,  o leoding Americon
orchoeologist ,  f  i rst  presented their  poper l is t ing o number
of cul ture t ro i ts which they bel ieved showed o l ink
befween Asio ond Precolumbion Americo dur ing histor icol
t imes (He ine-Geldern  ond Ekho lm l95 l ) .  Th is  poper  sqw
the beginning of  o renewed inferesf  in f ronsoceonic
confoc t  in  the  1950s ond 1960s cu lmino f  ing  in  o
symposium on the subieci  ot  the 1968 onnuol  meet ing of
the Society for  Americon Archoeology. The symposium
popers were published under lhe tit le, Mon Across lhe Seo
wi th  R i ley  e t  o l  (1971)  os  ed i to rs .  Th is  book  con lo ins  552
poges wifh ort ic les by 25 outhors including orchoeolo-
gists,  cul iurol  onthropologisfs,  l inguists,  genel ic isfs,
botonists,  geogrof  hers ond sociol  scient is ls.  Anthro-
pofogist Wotson Smith reviewed Mon Across the Seo
(1971) ond mode the fol lowing ossessment:

The controversy hoppily now seems lo hove reoched o plone of
rotionolity on which everyon€ moy sfond prepored lo occepf ot

leosf  the plousib i l i ty  i f  noi  the certo inty of  l ronsoceonic coniocls.  l t

is  recognized thot  lhe bosic quest ion is  nol  whether oncient

mor iners octuol ly  mode New World londfol ls  but  whether the

resul lont  inf luences were suf f ic ient ly  sustoined ond s igni f iconf  io

effect o cleor modificolion of the locol scene.

Smith is c leor ly soying then fhot f ronsoceonic contocfs
were mode.

Exomples of Contoct
Gordon ond Morguer i fe Ekholm (1974) of  the Americon

Museum of Noturol  History,  see evidence of  t ronspoci f ic
contocl  in the scrol l -wing mol i f  found in bofh Shong
c iv i l i zo t ion  o f  Ch ino  (1700- l  100 B.C. )  ond the  Olmec c iv i l i -
zot ion of  Mesoomerico (1200-600 B.C.) .  Bei ty Meggers
(1975) ,  o f  the  Smi thson ion  Ins t i tu i ion ,  o lso  sees  the
scrol l -wing mot i f  o long with severql  other t ro i fs os
evidence of  contoct .

The scrol l -wing mof i f  ( f  ig.  I  )  is  opporent ly o sty l ized
bird 's wing. The mof i f  does not conform to ony nofurol  b i rd
wing  des ign  whe lher  i l  be  on  onotomico l ,  feo ther  o r  co lo r
des ign .  The scro l l  i s  o lso  found on  o fher  on imo ls  ond moy
be supposed thot fhe scrol l  ot to ined o symbol ism seporoie
from fhe bird.  The octuol  meoning of  the mof i f  remoins
open to speculot ion.

The scro l l -w ing  mot i f  i s  found on ly  in  o reos  o f  the  Old
World outside of  Chino where Chinese inf  luence hos been
demonstroted.

Since the scrol l -wing hos no reol  bosis in noture,  we
connot orgue thot the design wos independenl ly invented
by more thon one cul iure os o resul t  of  copying noture.
A lso ,  becouse the  Old  Wor ld  d is f r ibu t ion  is  l im i ted  to
oreos with demonsf rofed Chinese inf  luence, we ore led to
bel ieve fhere wos only one cul ture fhof  or ig inofed this
design, the Shong civ i l izot ion,  which begon oboul  500

yeors before ond slighfly overlopped the Olmec civil izo-
fion (seen by Book of Mormon scholors os represenfing
porl of the Joredife cuhure). Their conclusion then is since
the scroll-wing wos on imporlonf motif in bofh Shong ond
Olmec fhere wos hisforicol confoct belween these

ffiffiff.
Fig. I Two exomples of the scroll-wing mofif

cultures or fhot these culfures developed from fhe some
mofher cul ture.

Currenf Book of  Mormon scholorship holds thof  fhe
Joredites were fhe mother culture for both Shong ond
Olmec. The orchoeologicol  evidence from the Middle Eost
ond Asio ond the brief occount in the Book of Efher
support  the theory thot  the Joredi tes lef t  fhe Sumerion
oreo of Mesopotomio 2500-2350 B.C. ond froveled ocross
Asio before under loking their  oceon voyoge (See Nibley,
1952, ond Simmons, 1977, lor  on excel lenf  d iscussion of
this theory). They could well hove become oncestors to
the Shong civ i l izot ion physicol ly os wel l  os cul turol ly.  The
Joredi tes hod their  ups ond downs of ler  set t l ing in whot is
believed fo be Mesoomerico. They evenfuolly reoched o
cul turol  h igh poinf .  In the doys of  L ib we reod thof "never
could be o people more blessed lhon were they, ond more
prospered by the hond of the Lord (Ether 4:78)." A good
descr ipt ion of  their  mofer io l  wel l  being precedes this
occount (Ether 4:70-77). We do not know the exocf dotes
buf f  rom lhe geneology given in Ether l :6 i t  moy hove
begun oround 1400 B.C. l t  is  obout fh is t ime thot t roces of
fhe Olmec cul ture begin to be ident i f ied in the orchoeo-
logicol  record.  The highpoinf  of  the Joredi te cuhure,
therefore is identif ied by Mesoomericon orchoeologisfs os
the beginning of  the Olmec civ i l izol ion (see fhe discussion
of Joredi te highpoint  in lhe Zorohemlo Record,  lssue #2,
poge l ) .  l t  is  eosy to see i f  the Joredi tes ore indeed the
mother cul ture for  both Shong ond Olmec fhot some
simi lor  f ro i ts would be found such os the scrol l -wing mot i f
ond the other froits discussed by Meggers below.

Betty Meggers, o leoding New World orchoeologisf,
outhored on orticle in fhe Americon Anthropologist, fhe
off  ic io l  publ icot ion of  the Americon Anthropol ig icol  Asso-
ciol ion,  f i f led,  "The Tronspoci f ic  Or ig in of  Mesoomericon
Civi l izol ion:  A Prel iminory Review of  the Evidence ond i ts
Theoret icol  lmpl icot ion."  She descr ibes ond compores
severol culture f roifs f hot ore q port of lhe Olmec
civ i l izot ion wi th s imi lor  f ro i ts found eor l ier  in the Shong
civ i l izot ion.  The troi ts l is fed ore wr i t ing ( f ig.  2) ,  iode,

(Continued on poge l2)



By Rolph F. Lerh

The Book of Mormon stotes thol ofter Lehi's group left
t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  R e d  S e o ,  t h e y  " d i d  f r o v e l  n e o r l y
eostword, f rom lhot t ime for lh."1 l t  q lso records thot " the

p l o c e  o f  t h e i r  f o t h e r s '  f  i r s t  i n h e r i t o n c e "  w o s  " b y  t h e
s e o - s h o r e ,  o n d  o n  f h e  w e s l ,  i n  t h e  l o n d  o f  N e p h i . " 2
B e c o u s e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  r e f e r e n c e s ,  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n
s c h o l o r s  o g r e e  l h o t  L e h i  m u s f  h o v e  r e o c h e d  t h e  N e w
World by soi l ing ocross the Poci f ic  Oceon from wesf to
eost.

E v e n  t h o u g h  G o d  p r o v i d e d  f  h e m  w i t h  n o v i g o t i o n o l
guidonce in the form of the Liohono bol l ,  they st i l l  hod to
fol low exist ing winds ond currents.  As Nephi soid,  fhey
"were dr iven forth before lhe wind."3 According to fhe
record,  God chonged the noturol  course of  the winds only
once dur ing the voyoge, when He miroculously dissipoted
o  v i o l e n t  s t o r m .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e m o i n d e r  o f  t h e  v o y o g e ,
winds ond currents were probobly operoting very much
fhe some os fhey do fodoy.

The Zorohemlo Record Spring 1979 Poge 3

Our present-doy conception of Lehi's route ocross fhe
P o c i f i c  w o s  f i r s t  f o r m u l o t e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n
Americon Archoeology, which wqs oppointed by the 1894
R . L . D . S .  W o r l d  C o n f e r e n c e .  T h e i r  r e p o r t ,  W h i c h  w o s
pub l ished by  Hero ld  House in  1898 ond 1910,  dep ic fed
L e h i ' s  g r o u p  c r o s s i n g  n e o r  t h e  e q u o t o r ,  o P P o r e n f  l y
f o l l o w i n g  f  h e  E q u o t o r i o l  C o u n t e r  C u r r e n t . a  O n  l h e i r
Mercotor proiection bose mop, fhe equotor oppeored to
be the shortesf dislonce to Americo. This is becouse on o
M e r c o t o r  p r o i e c l i o n  w o r l d  m o p  t h e  p o l o r  r e g i o n s  o r e
disforted, ond oppeor lorger thon they reol ly ore.

Unfodunotely,  on equotor io l  route for  Lehi 's migrot ion
d o e s  n o t  o p p e o r  t o  b e  t h e  b e s f  p o s s i b l e  c h o i c e .  B y
troveling north of obout 30 degrees lofitude, Lehi's ship
could hove moved eostword ocross the Pocific Oceon to
Mesoomerico in much less i ime vio the Kuroshio (Jopon)

Cur ren t  ( f ig .  l ) .  Un l i ke  p rope l le r  d r iven  vesse ls ,  o  so i l ing
ship hos certoin l imi tot ions.  l f  i ts  shope enobles i t  to skim

o v e r  t h e  w o t e r  l i g h t l y ,  i t  c o n  s o i l o g o i n s t  o  c u r r e n l  b y
t o c k i n g  i n t o  q  s f r o n g  h e o d - w i n d .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  i t  i s
becolmed, i t  wi l l  be pushed bock by the current qnd lose
whotever progress i t  hos mode. Since winds ore vor ioble,

th is hoppens qui te of ten.  Sometimes soi l ing copfoins hove

to soi l  for  doys in o direct ion they don' t  wont to go, in

order to f ind winds they con tock into.  Problems simi lor  fo
these would be encountered by onyone soi l ing on the
Equotor io l  Counter Current.

Concerning the winds neor the equotor, oceonogropher
F.G. Wohon Smith hos sfofed:

"ln the Norihern Hemisphere the . . .wind belts ore the polor

eosterlies, the wesferlies of the mid-lotitudes, ond the north'eost

trodes of the fropics. The intermediote belts of colm oir oir the

do ld rums  o f  the  equo fo r  ond  the  ho rse  lo f  i t udes  o t  obou t  30

degrees north, where'in the doys of soil ing ships there olwoys

exisied the donger of being becolmed."S

Thor Heyerdohl ogrees:
"The so-colled Equotoriol Counter Currenf which figures so

prominently on mony mop3 os running in on eoslword dlrection

be tween  lhe  two  w ide  wes tbound  cu r ren ts  i s  no  more  thon  o

nor row be l t  o f  edd ies  ond  upwe l l i ngs  occur r ing  w i th in  the

lotitudes of colms ond confusing winds, the doldrums, dreoded in

the doys of soil ing vessels."6
(Continued on poge 4)
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Fig. I Proposed migrotion rouie for Lehi's grouP
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This opproisol hos been verified by hisfory. History
books lell us thor oll during fhe 500 yeor3 of Europeon
imperiolism, ships followed fhe "Corovel Roule", which

ulilized thE Kuroshio Currenf, loking ships north of Howoii
when moving eostword. lf wos fechnologicolly improciicol
for them to do otherwise.z

A l l  modern  o l fempts  to  p rove  the  feos ib i l i t y  o f
Pre-Columbion tronsoceonic confocls by meons of fhe
elusive Equoforiol Counter Current hove been unsuccess'
ful. For exomple, fhere wos the ill-foted "Proiecl Pozifik":

"Cerloinly the moct cloborote ott.mPt to cro33 the Poclflc from

thc Asiotlc ride by prlmltlve veccel woc lhc so-collcd 'Proiecf

Poz i f ik ' ,  which woc reo l lzed In  1974 of ter  l l x  yeorr  o f
preporotion . . . The oblect of the experlmenf wos to soll thlc

Atlotic vcsrel from the Chlno Sco to Ecuodor In Soufh Amcrlco.

The folrhfully copled expcrlmenfol lunk, nomed 'Tol Kl', conflrmcd

whol we knew from flve cenlurles of eorly Europcon rolllng,

primltlve novlgoflon from Aslo Into the Poclflc murf follow fhe

Corovel Route, 'Tol Ki' could noi recirt the force of fhe confrory

fropic wlndc ond currcntc ond wog drogged helplelrllnorthword.
On reochlng 4Oo N, cloger to the Aleutlonc lhon to Hpwoll, the

crew of the origlnolly seoworthy but qulckly worm'eotcn ond
groduolly colloptlng iunk sent oul on SOS ond werc plckcd up by

o i rcro f t ,  whl le  the wreck of  thc i r  ve lse l  wog cubrequent ly
obrcrvcd drlftlng olong the coosl of Alogko. When thc rlnking

iunk wos obondoncd, ihe crew hod been on boord for I l4 doyr

ond there were stlll 2,OOO noutlcol mller left to fhc Northwegt

Cooct of Norlh Americo." S

At leosf three other grouPs hove tried fo novigote the
Equoforiol Counier Current in primitive crofts ond foiled.
The "Lo Contuto l" hod io be rescued. The "Pocifico" gove
up ofter froveling in circles for 143 doysl And veteron
soilor Eric De Bisschop wrestled with the Counter Currenf
fo r  th rcc  ycor f  w i thou t  ge t l i ng  fo r the r  eos i  thon  the
Gilbert ond Morsholl lslonds. Tiring of fhoi, he heoded for
Honolulu by soiling norfh of 33 -degrees lqiitude, to f ind
winds coming from the wesl.lo'

Bosed  on  o l l  t he  ovo i lob le  ev idence ,  f  he  Equo to r io l
Counter Current does nol oppeor to be o feosible roufe for
Lehi's voyoge. Fortunotely, o better roufe exisls. lf, ofter
poss ing  ihe  Eos t  Ind ies ,  Leh i  hod  gone  nor th  Pos t  l he
Philippines, he would hove been cought in the powerful
eostword moving Kuroshio Currenf (Jopon Current). On
this current, they could hove eosily soiled oll the woy to
Mesoomerico, by possing norih of Howoii. The norlhern
exireme of this currenl wos probobly ihe route followed
by the Joredites.

Upon neoring the coosf of southern Mexico, fhe currenf
begins io flow ot right ongles to their poth. However, the
Liohono boll would hove enobled them to steer ocross it.
W h i l e  s o i l i n g  o g o i n s l  b o t h  w i n d  o n d  c u r r e n f  i s  v e r y
dif f icult ,  soi l ing ot r ight ongles to wind ond current con be
done by compensofing for currenf driff. This would hove
ollowed them to lond somewhere olong the southwesl
coosl of Guotemolo or El Solvodor, in keeping wilh the
Tehuontepec Theory of lhe Book of Mormon geogrophy.

T h e  s o m e  h i s t o r i c o l  d o t e  w h i c h  c o n d e m n s  t h e
equoforiol route, supporfs the North Pocific route. lt is so
eosy lo moke the Nodh Pocific Possoge thot vorious items
from Jopon qre continuol ly being woshed oshore in North
A m e r i c o .  S o i l o r  o n d  s e o  h i s i o r i o n  C h o r l e s  A .  B o r d e n
wri les:

". . . for the port 250 yeoru dlsoblcd crolt hove becn plckcd up
odrlft In the grcot clockwlre clrcle of the Kuroshlo Currcnl or
found wreckcd olong the shorer of the North Poclfic. . . . Of one

hundred d lsob led Joponesc iunks,  In  whlch revcro l  hundrcd

sollors were lound rtlll ollve, forty.four wcrc encounfered ol leo
ond ftfty-rtx, ofler floofing helplosly for monthr, wcro rfrondcd

or wrecked on lslonds ond coorlql orcot from the Aleutlonc to thc

Northwecf Poclflc Coocf . . . Joponcn lunkr hovl bocn corrbd

toword Amerlco ot on ovcroge rote of ten to flftren mller or morc
o doy. Some hove been found oc for coufh qr Mexlco."ll

Fig. 2 Two vlewr of the globc rhowlng thot fie Kurorhlo rout. 03 wcll qr

the cquotorlol routo lr o rtrolght llno (ofior Heyrrdohl 19791

Ai o speed of fifteen miles per doy, if would hove token
the Joredite borges 600 doys lo cross fhe 9,000 miles from
Chino to Mesoomerico. lf you ollow on exfro I I miles per
doy to compensofe for the "furious wind"l2 which God
provided lo help propel lhem toword the'promised lond,
lhe crossing would hove foken 346 doys. This is very close
to the "fhree hundred ond forty ond four doys" given in
Ether]3 Lehi's ship, being o soiling vessel, could hove
mode the crossing in obout four.ond-o'holf monthsJa On
the Equotoriol Counter Currenl, lhose monlhs could hove
strefched into yeors.

It hos been suggested thot lhe equotoriol route would
hove kept Lehi's people, o desert people unoccustomed lo
exfreme cold, in o more lemperofe climofe. However, fhe
Kuroshio Current is o worm current.{s Wifhouf ifs worm'
ing influence, Alosko would be virtuolly uninhobitoble.
Also, it is o very wide current encompossing obout 15
degrees in widih (900 miles)Jo This meons thof lehi's

(Confinued on poge l0)



A BOOK OF MOR'I'ION

Port I

By Roymond C. Treot

It is very enioyoble lo view pictures of ruins or fo visif
them os tourists, bui most people wish they were befier
prepored to oppreciote whof they ore seeing. Descrip-
tions of most ruins ore nol ovoiloble unfi l you reoch the
country of  designof ion ond then l i t t le t ime is ovoi loble to
study the informot ion.  l t  is  even more di f f icul t  to f ind ony
informotion correloting fhe sites with the Book of Mormon
history.  For th is reoson, th is ser ies of  or t ic les wi l l  presenf
lhe moior orchoeologicol  s i les in Mesoomerico wi th their
possible Book of Mormon correlolion ond significonce.

I t  is  f i t t ing to begin th is ser ies wi th fhe most fomous
orchoeologicol  s i fe in Mexico -  Teot ihuocon (pronounced

Toyoh-tee-woh-KAN). l t  is  the lorgest Precolumbion ci ty in
t h e  N e w  W o r l d  o n d  r i v o l s  t h e  N o t i o n o l  M u s e u m  o f
Anthropology in Mexico City os the top lourist oitroction
in Mexico.

ARCHAEOTOGICAT WORK
The history of orchoeologicol work ot fhe site under-

s t o n d o b l y  g o e s  b o c k  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  p r o f  e s s i o n o l
o r c h o e o l o g y  i n  M e s o o m e r i c o .  T h e  f  i r s t  m o i o r  w o r k  o t
Teotihuocon, oside from lhe reconstruclion of the Pyromid

of the Sun in 1910, wos under the direct ion of  Monuel
Gomio ond included o study of  the surrounding vol ley
( G o m i o  1 9 2 2 ) .  A  n u m b e r  o f  s m o l l e r  s t u d i e s  w e r e
conducted throughouf the yeors.

Most of our informotion obout Teotihuocon comes from
the lO-yeor mopping proiect which storted in 1962 under
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  R e n e  M i l l o n .  W o r k  o n  p u b l i s h i n g  f h e
r e s u l t s  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s .  V o l u m e  I  o f  o  s e v e r o l - v o l u m e
series hos been completed so for (Millon 1973). Teoti-
huocon is s i tuoted in o vol ley of  the some nome which is

on exfension of the Volley of Mexico. A survey of the Teo'
t i h u o c o n  V o l l e y  w o s  m o d e  i n  c o n i u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
mopping proiect (Sonders 1965). Other surveys were
m o d e  o f  p o r f s  o f  t h e  V q l l e y  o f  M e x i c o  ( B l o n t o n  1 9 7 2 ,
Porsons l97l) .  One of  the gools of  these studies wos fo

determine the relotionship of the surrounding oreo with

this gigontic city. lt wos found thoi ninety percent of the

tofol populotion of the Teotihuocon Volley l ived in the city
dur ing i ts zeni ih.

TOCATION AND SETTING
The site is on eqsy 25 miles northeost of Mexico Cify vio

o to l l  rood bui l r  especiol ly to i t .  The nome, Teot ihuocon, is

Nohuotl (the longuoge spoken by rhe Aztecs) for "city of

the gods" or "the ploce where (men) become gods." The

or ig inol  nome of the c i iy  is unknown. Mosl  peopie s imply

refer to the sife os "Teo" or if you ore in Mexico City, "the

pyromids."
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Simpl i f ied mop of  "downtown" Teot ihuocon

SITE DESCRIPTION
T h e  n u c l e u s  o f  t h e  c i t y  w o s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  q u o d r o n t s

which were determined by the north'south oxis of fhe
Street of the Deod ond by fhe eosf-wesl oxis, now colled
E o s f  o n d  W e s t  A v e n u e s .  T o d o y ' s  e n t r o n c e  l o  t h e  s i t e ,
where the museum, shops ond restouroni  ore locofed,
wos in former doys the Greot Compound or morketploce.
It wos here thor both locol ond exotic goods were ovoil-
o b l e .  M e r c h o n t s  s p e c i o l i z i n g  i n  l o n g ' d i s t o n c e  t r o d e
brought in goods from oll over Mesoomerico in exchonge
for obsidion tools ond other i tems produced ot  Teoi ihuo-
con. Direcfly eosf of the morketploce wos the Ciudodelo
(Cifodel) . 'Midwoy beiween the Compound ond the Cirodel
you slond in the geogrophic cenler of the city. Togefher

the Cirodel  ond fhe Greof Compound probobly comprised
the commerciol ,  bureoucrof ic ond rel ig ious cenfer of  th is
8-squore-mi le c i ty of  125,000. 

(conr inued on pose 6)

TOUR GUIDT
TEOTIHUACAN - Clry of the Gods
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TEO (Continued from poge 5)

S c u l p l u r e  o f  Q u e f z o c o o f l  d e c o r o i i n g  t h e  T e m p l e  o f
Quetzocootl

The best-known structure in the Ciiodel is the Temple of
Q u e f z o c o o f  l .  T h e  o r i g i n o l  s t r u c t u r e  w o s  e l o b o r o t e l y
decoroted with olfernoling sculpture of Quefzocoofl (o
feothered serpent) ond o goggle-eyed figure most oulhors
coll Tloloc, the roin god. The moin god of Teotihuocon is
generolly thoughf to be Tloloc; however, it olso could hove
been Queizocootl. At ony rote, the originol Temple of
Quetzocootl wos loter covered by o pyromid undecoroted
with sculpture. There is o reconstruction of o porlion of the
T e m p l e  o f  Q u e f z o c o o l l  i n  t h e  o r i g i n o l  c o l o r s  i n  f h e
Notionol Museum of Anthropology in Mexico Cify. Some of
the colors con be seen on potches of slucco sti l l  remoining
on the originol structure.

Looking norih on fhe Sfreet of the Deod from the center
of the city, the moior oftrocfion is ihe Pyromid of the Sun
on fhe eost side of the street. l i  is 700 feet long on o side
ond is o l itt le over 200 feef high. The estimofed dote of
consfruct ion is A.D. 100. Tunnel ing by orchoeologists hos
demonsfrofed thot the Pyromid of the Sun wos construcfed
over o smoller pyromid thot wos probobly construcfed
before the time of Chrisi. There is on oncienl tunnel under
the pyromid leoding fo o cove fhof once hod woter. The

Pyromid  o f  the  Sun  wos  bu i l t  i n  s foges  wh ich  w i l l  be
discussed in the cuhure hisfory secfion.

The Pyromid of fhe Moon, somewhof smoller thon fhe
Pyromid of the Sun, morks the northern end of the Streel
of  the Deod.  On fhe west  s ide of  the st reef  neor  lhe
Pyromid  o f  the  Moon i s  on  e l i t e  res idence  co l led  the
Que|zol-Butterfly Poloce. A cenlrol courtyord is bordered
by on orcode ond three lorge rooms which were probobly
used for conducfing business. Connecled to these is fhe
living oreo.

: : : ::: ::i :: l:ii:i:il::lll;ril::r:r::::r ,,'tlt:tttttilliilllilllillil!

The Street of the Deod wos o brood, poved ovenue 55
m e i e r s  w i d e  o n d  o r i g i n o l l y  l i n e d  w i f h  m o r e  t h o n  1 0 0
pyromids, femples ond residences. The streef extended
south well beyond the cenler of the cify os well.

Teofihuocon wos divided into borrlo! or neighborhoods.
Different borrlor would speciolize in the production of
cer to in  c ro f t  i tems such os  po t te ry ,  s tone work  ond
obsidion tools. There wos oi leost one foreign borrlo mode
up of residenis from Ooxoco. Another borrlo which Millon
hos colled the Merchonis Borrio contoins ci lorge omount
o f  po f te ry  f rom fhe  Gu l f  Coost  o reo ,  Yucoton  ond
Guofemolo.

E c o n o m i c o l l y ,  T e o i i h u o c o n  w o s  b e s t - k n o w n  f o r  f  h e
production of obsidion fools. ln oddition to fhe uti l izotion
of neorby sources, lhere wos extensive importotion of
unworked obsidion (volconic gloss). Not only did certoin
neighborhoods speciolize in working obsidion buf fhey
furiher speciolized in moking cerloin types of obsidion
t o o l s  s u c h  o s  b l o d e s .  M o r e  t h o n  5 0 0  w o r k s h o p s  o f  o l l
kinds hove been identif ied ond on esfimofed 25 percent of
f  h e  p o p u l o t i o n  o f  t h e  c i f y  w o r k e d  i n  c r o f t  p r o d u c t i o n .
However ,  fo rmers  no  doubt  compr ised the  lo rges t
percentoge of the urbon populotion.

There  were  over  2600 bu i ld ings  o l  Teot ihuocon,
i n c l u d i n g  o v e r  2 0 0 0  o p o r l m e n l  c o m p o u n d s .  T h e  c o m -
pounds were vorioble in size with estimofes of 20-l0O
inhobitonts per compound. Also of inferest fo fhe fourisf in
these compounds ore lhe murols. Some of ihese murols
hove been reproduced o t  the  No l iono l  Museum o f

Pyromid of the Sun



Anthropology. Studies of the murols hove shown chonges
in culturol volues throughout the hisiory of the city from
fhe roin god ond builerfly (thought to be o symbol for the
soul), to wor symbols of owls, orrows ond shields, ond
finolly to cult obiects.

CUTTURE HISTORY

l l  wi l l  be in terest ing to t roce the pot tern of  growth
ihrough time of this greotest of oll Mesoomericon cities.
We will do this by phoses. The history of Teofihuocon, like
oll orchoeologicol siies, is divided into time periods colled
phoses. The dotes for the phoses ore bosed on corbon'14
ond  on  c ross - t i es  w i fh  the  low lond  Moyo .  l t  shou ld  be
remembered thot the phose dotes ore eslimoles ond ore
subiect to future reinterpretofion.

The Potlochlque Phore (co. 150 B.C.-A.D. I )
Teotihuocon grew beyond villoge stotus during fhis

per iod  ond  occup ied  on  o reo  o f  more  fhon  6  squore
k i f  omete  rs  (2 .37  squore  m i les ) .  l i  i s  poss ib le  tho t  the
building found inside ihe Pyromid of the Sun wos bui l t
during this phose. Millon (1973) believes thot the growth
of the obsidion workshops wos moinly responsible for fhe
eorly growth of Teotihuocon. There would be nothing for
the lourist fo see todoy thof remoins from this phose.

The Tzocuoll l  Phore (co. A.D. l-150)
Teo t ihuocon  reoched  i t s  mox imum s ize  o f  8  squore

miles ond the "streel of the Deod" wos loid out during this
period. Along both sides of the Street of the Deod ore o
number of three-lemple complexes. More thon twenty of
fhese were buih during the Tzocuolli Phose. The Pyromid
of the sun wos built ond probobly enlorged fwice during
this phose, ond wos very close to its present height by lhe
end of ihe Tzocuolli Phose. The innermost Moon Pyromid
wos olso construcied ot this time. This period experienced
o moior exponsion of the monufocluring of obsidion tools
for which Teotihuocon is fomous. The phenominol growfh
of Teoiihuocon from A.D. l-150 olong with ifs estoblish-
ment os o leoding religious cenier fits in well with whof
we might expect during the Nephite Golden Age (A.D.
34-231) .

The Mlccootll Phorc (co. A.D. 150'200)
The Ciudodelo compound - the religious ond politicol

center of the cify ond residence of its rulers ' wos built
during ihis phose. Also the second'to'lost loyer of the
Moon Pyromid wos odded ond the very upPermost port of
the Sun Pyromid wos odded. There wos probobly moior
bu i ld ing  oc t i v i t y  o long  the  S t ree f  o f  the  Deod .  The
plotform in front of the sun Pyromid moy dote fo fhis fime.
By the end of this phose, the Street of the Deod wos the
mos f  impress ive  o rch i tec tu ro l  s i te  in  the  Wes le rn
Hemisphere.

Thc Tlomlmllolpo Phore (co. A.D. 200-450)
The Pyromid of the Moon wos finished qnd the Moon

Plozo wos built. More significont thon fhis, however, wos
ihe construcl ion of the resideni iol compounds thot con st i l l

be seen todoy. These were mode of stone ond cement,
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m o r e  p e r m o n e n t  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h o n  l h e  e q r l i e r

residences, ond were surrounded by high stone wolls. This

wos not the cose eor l ier .  Mi l lon (1973) points out thot

these compounds represented o moior chonge in the woy

people l ived in the city ond implied ". . . ol the very leosf o

m o i o r  r e o r g o n i z o t i o n  o f  T e o t i h u o c o n  s o c i e i y  ( M i l l o n

1973:63)."  Whofever the reoson for th is greot chonge in

how the people in Teotihuocon lived, it occurred during

fhe some time period thot greot chonges were occurring

in the l ives of the Book of Mormon peoples. The high stone

wolls moy hove hod o defensive funclion. In oddition to

t h e  w o l l s  o r o u n d  e o c h  c o m P o u n d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  w o l l s

oround severol ports of the city which olso could hove

been built for defense.
During this l ime there is on enormous increose in the

working of obsidion olong wifh fhe spreod of Teotihuocon

influence io mony poris of Mesoomerico. The timing of

fhis spreod of influence is importonf to the understonding

o f  h o w  i t  f i f s  i n i o  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  h i s t o r y .  M i l l o n

(1973:58) stotes:  "By the lot ier  port  of  fhe Tlomimi lo lpo

phose, Teotihuocon's influence hod spreod to mony ports

of  Middle Americo."  l t  is  not  c leor whether fh is inf luence

begon before the destruction of the Nephite notion in 384

A.D. or ofterwords. At ony rote, Teotihuocon influence

continued into the next phose.

Xololpon Phore (co. A.D. 450'650)
I t  i s  d u r i n g  t h e  e o r l y  p o r t  o f  l h i s  p h o s e  i h o t

T e o l i h u o c o n ' s  i n f  l u e n c e  r e o c h e d  i t s  m o x i m u m  l e v e l .

Mil lon believes thot ihe obsidion trode ond the olfrocfion

of the ciiy os o religious center were fhe moin foclors

behind the spreod of its influence.

Metepec Phoce (co. A.D. 650-750)
T h i s  i s  t h e  f  i n o l  p h o s e  f o r  i h e  c i f y .  T h e r e  o r e  m o n y

questions yef lo be onswered obout the end of fhis greot

city. We do know thot mony buildings in the centrol port of

the city were burned, collopsed ond never rebuilt. Also,

the evidence indicotes lhof there wos no groduol decline

in the l ife of fhe city, but fhot there wos octivity ond o

meosure of prosperity unti l the end.

BOOK OF MORAAON CORRETATIONS
How does fhe greoiest of oll New World cit ies fit into

Book of Mormon history? Teotihuocon is locoted neor the

norlhern border of Mesoomerico ond in fhe oreo thot ihe

Book of Mormon colls simply the lond norihword, As o

resull, we ore told very l itt le obout this oreo, buf whol we

o r e  t o l d  d o e s  f i t  i n t o  t h e  p o l t e r n  r e v e o l e d  b y  M e s o '

omericon orchoeology.
W e  r e o d  f h o t  f r o m  5 4  B . C .  ( A l m o  3 0 : 5 )  f o  4 6  B . C .

(Helomon 2:3) mony people went info ihe lond northword.
l n  5 4  B . C . , 5 4 0 0  m e n  w i t h  t h e i r  w i v e s  o n d  c h i l d r e n  ( o

c o n s e r v o l i v e l y  e s t i m o t e d  2 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e )  m o d e  t h i s

iourney. In 46 B.C. "ihere were on exceeding greot mony

who deporled out of the lond of Zorohemlo, ond wenf

forth into the lond northword fo inheril the lond (Hel.

223)." |t should be pointed out fhot the lond northword

includes lhe volleys of Ooxoco, Pueblo, Tehuocon ond
odiocent oreos, os well os fhe Volley of Mexico where
Teolihuocon is locofed. (Confinued on poge 8)
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TEO (Conl inued f rom poge 7)

However,  Helomon 2:4 does suggesf on oreo simi lor  fo
the Volley of Mexico: "And rhey did trovel to on exceeding
greof distonce, insomuch lhot  lhey come to lorge bodies of

woler ,  ond mony r ivers . "  We know thof  when Cor lez
orrived, o lorge port of the Volley of Mexico wos covered
by woter.  The Sponiords loter droined most of  th is woter
ouf of  the vol ley.

N e v e r l h e l e s s ,  w e  m u s t  b e  c o r e f u l  o b o u t  s p e c i f i c
geogrophic correloi ions deol ing wi th the lond norfhword
pr ior  to fhe greot upheovol  ot  the l ime of  the cruci f ix ion of
C h r i s t  s i n c e  .  .  " t h e r e  w o s  o  m o r e  g r e o t  o n d  t e r r i b l e
destruct ion in the lond northword; for  behold,  the whole
f o c e  o f  t h e  l o n d  w o s  c h o n g e d . . . "  ( 3  N e p h i  4 : 1 0 ) .  H o w -
ever, the distribution of orchoeologicol sites does uphold

the ideo thot there wos o lorge body of woier in the Volley

of Mexico before the upheovol.
Regordless of orguments oboul specific aeogrophy, we

do know there were migrofions of Book of Mormon people
into fhe lond northword iust  pr ior  fo the f ime of  Chr ist  ond
we know this wos the period when Teotihuocon begon ils
r ise os o c i fy.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  u p h e o v o l  c o m e s  o  t i m e  o f  p e o c e ,
prosperity ond growth which the Book of Mormon colls the
G o l d e n  A g e .  T h e  t i m e  o f  g r o w t h  o n d  p r o s p e r i f y  o f
Teot ihuocon f i ts th is pottern.  Even more signi f icont ly,
h o w e v e r ,  f h e r e  i s  o  m o i o r  s h i f t  i n  t h e  w o y  o f  l i f e  o t
Teot ihuocon dur ing the some per iod when the Golden
Age is ending in the Book of  Mormon.

SUMMARY
There is much more informot ion ovoi loble yet  thot  con

be leorned oboui  th is s i te.  However,  enough of  the out l ine
hos emerged to enoble us to soy thot the culture history of
this greot city does nof confrodict the culture history of the
Book of  Mormon. l f  begins ot  o t ime when mony went info
the lond northword. l t  f lour ished'dur ing the Golden Age.
I ts woy of  l i fe chonged dur ing the t ime when the Book of
M o r m o n  s o i d  t h e r e  w e r e  g r e o f  c h o n g e s .  T h e  c i t y
cont inued to f lour ish of ter  the Nephife downfol l .  l t  wos
opporent ly too fo i  north of  the f inol  bof t le of  384 A.D. to
be directly offecled.

We reod from Helomon (2: l  I  , l2) :  "And i t  come fo poss
thot there were mony of the people of Ammon who were
Lomonites by bir th,  d id olso go forth in io th is lond. And
now there ore mony records kepi of the proceedings of
th is people,  by mony of  th is people,  which ore port iculor

ond very lorge, concerning lhem."
We know from these verses thof records were kepr by

those who l ived in fhe lond nor ihword. We ore conf ident
thot those records wi l l  shed oddi t ionol  l ight  on the greot

ci ty of  Teot ihuocon.
We look forword to their  coming forth!
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AGRONOI'IISTS NEEDED

J i m  C h r i s t e n s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o  B u e n o  F e
Associotion, hos provided the following informotion.

T h e  L o  B u e n o  F e  A s s o c i o t i o n  h o s  n e e d  f o r  o n
ogronomist or person wifh o professionol bockground in
o g r i c u l t u r e .  W e  h o v e  b e e n  n e g o t i o t i n g  w i f h  t h e
Government of Honduros regording the releose of form
londs ot  ihe mission, ond i t  oppeors ihot  100 ocres wi l l  be
mode ovoiloble soon. lf this hoppens we need to be reody
to storf on oclive progrom of uti l izing fhe lond os soon os
p o s s i b l e .  T h e  m o i n  c r o p s  w i l l  b e  s u g o r  c o n e ,  r i c e  o n d
soybeons. The forming operotion wil l involve on extensive
ogr icul turol  educot ion progrom, thot  is teoching locol
formers befter methods of forming on o smoll scole-S to
l0 ocre plots- increosing the yields,  ond providing for
m o r e  p r o t e i n  p r o d u c t i o n .  l t  w i l l  b e  c o u p l e d  w i t h  o
consumer educolion progrom for ehcouroging increosed
use of soybeons ond high-profein corn in the diet.

There wil l be consideroble experimentotion with new
v o r i e t i e s  o f  s e e d s ,  o n d  o d o p t i o n  o f  m o d e r n  f o r m i n g
methods to the time-honored, simple mefhods of forming
trodi t ionol ly used in Centrol  Americo.  The ogronomisr wi l l
olso hove opportunity to ossist with church services in
rurol  v i l loges oround Lo Bueno Fe. The volunteer musf
hove o knowledge of the Sponish longuoge, or be oble to
ottend five weeks of speciol longuoge troining. Anyone
interested in serving os o volunteer in this field should
c o n t o c t  J i m  o f  t h e  A s s o c i o t i o n  o d d r e s s ,  P . O .  B o x  2 ,
fndependence, MO 64051 (tel. 816-461-6900).

T h e r e  i s  o l s o  o n  o p e n i n g  f o r  o n  o g r o n o m i s f  i n
G u o l e m o l o .  L o  B u e n o  F e  A s s o c i o t i o n  i s  p l o n n i n g  o n
opening q heolth/ogriculturol,/evongelistic progrom in the
qreo of  Chimoltenongo fhis fo l l .  Here the moin crops ore
wheot, corn, ond beons. The elevotion is much higher fhon
Honduros, ond the forming methods ore considerobly
different. The progrom will be odministered first omong
f  h e  C o k c h i q u e l  l n d i o n s ,  u n d e r  t h e  o u s p i c e s  o f  o  l o c o l
c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n f  c o o p e r o i i v e .  A  d e g r e e  i n
ogriculture is required, os well os o knowledge of the
Sponish longuoge. For the volunteer thot does nof speok
Sponish, on intensive five-week course con be token in
Antiguo, Guotemolo. l i  is expected thot the ogriculturol
workers in Guotemolo wi l l  o lso v is i t  Honduros, ond vice
v e r s o ,  s o  l h e r e  w i l l  b e  e x c h o n g e  o f  i d e o s  o n d  m u t u o l
s u p p o r t  f  o r  b o t h  p r o i e c t s .  l t  i s  o l s o  e x p e c l e d  t h o t  t h e
heol th ond ogr icul turol  feoms wi l l  work in the some oreos
of Guotemolo.  Subsisfence f inonciol  support  is  ovoi loble
f o r  t h e  v o l u n f e e r  w o r k e r s .  A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s
proiecf  is  o lso urged fo contoct  J im.



Morlluono
ond the

Book of Mormon

By Ncll Slmmonr

"So why not smoke moriiuono?" The girl osking the
quesfion wos obviously sincere ond the comp counselor
wos iusi os obviously non-plussed. (You hove heord this

kind of orgument before).
Her counselor onswered thot drugs ore bod ond mori-

iuono is o bod drug. The girl dispufed his observotion.
"There is no conclusive scientif ic evidence thot moriiuono
is hormful to the body," she sloutly defended.

He fhen orgued ihot moriiuono wos oddicfive ond her

own church's policy wos strongly ogoinsi the use of

oddictive substonces or proctices. She soid thof she

smoked os much or os l itt le os she liked ond thot she wos

not oddicted.
He soid it wos i l legol ond thot we ore under scriplurol

iniunction fo be obedient to the lows of the lond. She

osked him if he drove "fifty-five miles on hour or less oll

the woy to comp."
In fhe ensuing silence, fhe frustrotion of borh individ'

uols wos opporent. The ieenoger wos frusfrofed becouse

she wonfed to continue o proctice she enioyed. The odult

wos onnoyed becouse he reolized o moior quesfion of
right ond wrong wos before him ond he could not f ind o

woy to deol with it effectively.
The orgument went oh, including dr inking, drug

pushing ond ofher relofed ocfivit ies. Eoch presented the

stondord defense ond orgument ond eoch foiled fo onswer

the reol question of issue. A more meoningful discussion

might hove explored how drugs offect mon's relotionship

with God, especiolly in regord to his obil ity to reoson ond

fhink.

AS A MAN IH'NKETH
The Reorgonized Church of Jesus Chrisi of Lotfer Doy

Soints teoches thol intell igence is the glory of God. Humon

reoson, the love of truth, ond mentol ocuity ore gifts from

God kindled in men by Divine power. We believe thot God

gives men reoson ond the power to defermine fruth. We

believe thot this is coused by fhe impress of Divine noture.
"Christ is the l ight" ond he l ights everyone who comes info

the world. Truth ond intell igence, knowledge ond wisdom,

light ond glory inlerwoven in men evidence fhe presence

of Ood. To fhe exlent thot monkind honors, cherishes ond

rightly uses fhese giffs, he dwells in the presence of the

glory of God.
When Adom ond Eve lived in lhe presence of God, they

mode o deliberote choice fo porioke of o substonce which

would seporote them f rom God. After eofjng the

forbidden f ruit, Adom hid f rom God. We know thot

monkind wos no longer oble to live in the presence of
God. Al though Christ  is  in ol l  th ings ond through ol l  fh ings,

nonetheless, our doily l i fe is one wherein we perceive the

Lord's presence dimly or nol  ot  o l l .

How pleosed Soton must be lo hove men so bound ond

snored thot they ore blind to God even while surrounded
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by His glory.  Cleor ly,  onything which l imi ls,  d isforts or

destroys the l ight ond glory of God is o weopon for the

odversory.
Mori iuono, olong with o host of  other drugs, including

olcohol, is on effective Sotonic snore. All these drugs hove

one ferr ib le funct ion in common: they reduce or el iminole
the copocity to reoson or think inlell igenfly. Anyone who

wi l l ingly uses drugs which impoir  h is or her obi l i ty  to fh ink

ond reoson is re-enocting the oncienl rebell ion of Adom.

Drug users drive the glory of God from fheir immediofe

consciousness. The teenoger who gefs "sfoned," l ike

Adom, "hides in the Gorden" from fhe Lord's presence.

fHE SYMEO!.,SA,I F,IS
It is interesting thot the Book of Mormon refers to

devil ish snores ond trops. l l  Nephi 12:23-29 suggesfs

severol meons of binding men in "owful choins ond slrong

cords" ond leoding them corefully down to hell.

Yeq, ond he (Soion) leodeth them by the neck wi?h o floxon
cord, until he bindeth lhem with his strong cords for ever.

(2 Nephi I t:94 emPhosis odded)

We con be cerfoin thof Nephi corefully chose his words
when he engroved the imperishoble metol of his record.

The consideroble lobor of smelting ore, moking ihe metol
plotes ond engroving them ossures us thot his choice of
words wos both sfudied ond exoct. To Nephi, f lox ond o

lloxen cord ore i l lusfrotive of o terrible Soionic snore.

While fodoy we know of no owful evil ossocioted with
f lox,  the oncient wor ld did.

Herodofus (Book lY:74) in the fiffh century before
Christ, wrote of the fobricotion of o kind of cloth so l ike
l inen i l  could not be disf inguished from l inen except by ?he
most expert. Insteod of f lox, they used o plont, Connobis

sotivo, for f iber both to weove ond to moke cordoge. lf is
generolly occepted thot oncient New World peoples did

not hove f lox.  But s ince both f lox ond l inen ore ment ioned
in the Book of Mormon, we musf suppose thof they knew

of o plont which wos o close equivolenl fo flox. In foct, the
oncienf people of Mesoomerico, occording to Europeon
contoct sources, did cultivote o plont which they used to
moke bofh o l inen-like cloth ond roPe (Encyclopedio

Americono, Sgth edition). The plont wos Connobis sqfivo.
t t  is  more commonly col led mori iuono.

Why would fhe Book of Mormon writer chorocterize o

floxen cord os o devil ish snore? Perhops the Book of

Mormon people knew thot the use of rnind'oliering drugs

seporotes us from God's glory ond ensnores us ever more

deeply,  thus mqking us copf ive fo Soton. Lel  us leorn f  rom

the hint of the scripture not to be led by ony "f loxen cords"

into copf iv i ly .  We musf be ieolous of  the div ine gi f t  of  our

mind ond protect  ond enhonce our intel l igence, wisdom

ond ocuity of reoson os coreful slewords of God's gift of

glory.
SSSSSS

MAITING ADDRESS CHANGED

Pleose nole thot  the moi l ing oddress for the Zorohemlo

Reseorch Foundotion hos been chonged. The new oddress

is P.O. Box 1727, lndependence, MO 64055.
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ship could hove possed very close to fhe worm climofe of,
fhe Howoi ion ls londs on the southern extreme of  fhe cur-
rent, while the Joredites probobly troveled the noilhern
extreme.

On o Mercotor proiecfion world mop, the roule I om
proposing looks l ike o greof meondering curve. l t  is  in
truth,  however,  o stroight l ine.  To understond fhis foci ,
you musi  v iew our plonet os i i  reol ly is,  by looking ot  o
world globe. On o globe, the vost exlent of  the Poci f ic
Oceon becomes opporenf.  With on oreo neor ly equol  to ol l
the other oceons combined, i l  is  on ent i re hemisphere
unto i tsel f .17 Indonesio ond Mesoomerico form onl ipodes,
or opposi te ports of  the eorth,  on fhot hemisphere.  l f  you
lurn the globe so thot the Poci f ic  Oceon is focing you, ond
then t i l t  the north pole towords you oround the imoginory
oxis formed by the onf ipodes, you wi l l  see thot the Noi lh
Poci f ic  roufe hos become o stroighi  l ine ond the equotor
now oppeors fo be o greof curve ( f ig.  2) .  This pr inciple is
known os the "Greot Circ le Route" ond is used by oirplone
novigotors every doy.

Becouse of  the greot c i rc le pr inciple,  i t  con be saen thot
the equotor io l  ond Norfh Poci f ic  routes ore proct icol ly the
some distonce "os the crow f l ies".  But,  "os o f ish swims"
the North Poci f ic  route is octuol ly o much more ef f ic ienf
route.  Thot is becouse the Kuroshio Currenl  is  much more
powerful  thon fhe Equotor io l  Counter Current ond f lows
through the oceon much more ropidly. lt therefore gcts

l i k e  o  g i o n t  c o n v e y o r  b e l t ,  o n d  ( o s  t h e  J o r e d i t e  d r i f t
voyoge demonslroted) would conf inue fo hurry you olong
towords your dest inof ion even i f  you never unfur led o
single soi l .  This mossive displocement of  oceon woler
effectively reduces the distonce which would hove fo be
covered fhrough wind power olone.

Bosed on these focls,  I  bel ieve the Kuroshio Currenf is o
m u c h  b e t t e r  c h o i c e  f o r  o  m i g r o t i o n  r o u t e  l h o n  t h e
E q u o t o r i o l  C o u n l e r  C u r r e n f  .  B o t h  c u r r e n l s  s o t i s f y  t h e
scriplurol requirements of the Book of Mormon. However,

the Kuroshio Current fu l f i l ls  the hisfor icol  ond oceono'
grophic requirenrents lo o greoler degree fhon the Equo-
foriol Counter Current. Hopefully, future reseorch wil l be
oble to determine whether these conclusions ore correct.
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YOUR RESEARCH IS NEEDED

Beginning with th is issue we ore invi t ing our reoders to
s h o r e  t h e i r  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  r e s e o r c h  w i t h  u s .  W e  o r e
inferested in ony topic reloted to the Book of Mormon.
Topics moy deol  wi th internol  or  exlernol  evidences or
doctr inol  issues.

Popers wil l be reviewed by o commitfee for clority of
expression, sui tobi l i ty  of  topic ond quol i ty of  reseorch.
Proper documentot ion is essent io l .

We olso invi te your let lers comment ing on fhe reseorch
presented in th is column. Letters should be oddressed to
the Foundot ion ond wi l l  be forworded fo fhe outhors.

We bel ieve fhot fh is column wi l l  of fer  on opportuni ty to
i n c r e o s e  o u r  u n d e r s t o n d i n g  o n d  u s e  o f  l h e  B o o k  o f
Mormon which is olso the gool  of  the Zorohemlo Reseorch
Foundot ion.

Notlce ol Meetlng

The onnuol meeting of the Zorohemlo Reseorch Foundo-
t ion wi l l  be held on Sundoy, August 26, 1979 ot  2:00 P.M.
ot I  I  I  I  W. 36th Terroce, Independence, Missour i .

The meeting is open to regulor ond ossociote members.
R e g u l o r  m e m b e r s  o r e  o c c o r d e d  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  o n d  o r e
t h o s e  w h o  h o v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  o t  l e o s t  $ 2 5  o n n u o l l y .
Associoie members ore those who moke ony confribufion
t o  t h e  F o u n d o f  i o n  l e s s  f  h o n  $ 2 5  o n n u o l l y .  A s s o c i o t e
members do not hove vofing rights.

H o v e  y o u  m o d e  y o u r  1 9 7 9  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  f h e
Zorohemlo Reseorch Foundotion? Your tox-deductible
contribution wil l be used to publish the Zorohemlo Record
ond other Book of Mormon relofed moieriols.

Check the opproximoie box below:

T
tr
!

tr

$s
$ 1 0

$2s
$

Nome

Address

City

Stoie, Zip

Clip ond Moil  to:
Zorohemlo Reseorch Foundotion
P.O. Box 1727
Independence, Missouri 64055



A Cherokee Socred Symbol

By George Knotfr

S o c r e d  s y m b o l s  f r o m  t h e  C h e r o k e e  n o t i o n  o n d
Mesoomericq show on opporent relofionship. An exomple
of one of the most socred symbols from both cultures is o
cross with o circle oround ii. This is somefimes depicfed by
five dots indicoting where the cross fouches the circle qnd

the cenler ( f ig.  l ) .
Once you become owore fhoi this is o speciol symbol

you wil l notice it in the symbolism of mony tribes. lf is very
prominenf omong the old Cherokee. Their eternol f ire
depicts the symbol which is mode up of four logs coming
fogefher from the four directions. They donce oround fhe
fire forming fhe circle. Often, in old times, ihe symbol wos
on seo shells. You olso see if on boskets, on the bottom of
pottery, on round shields ond on spindle whorls fhot ore
spun like tops fo moke threod out of coffon.

The Cherokee old timers seldom speok of the meoning

of this symbol ond the young Indions do not oppeor to
hove ony interesi.

In doing some reseorch on Jewish socred symbolism I
found some interesfing porollels with Cherokee symbol'
ism. I fook these symbols to Red Bird Smith, who wos ot
fhot l ime the socred leoder of the Cherokee nofion. As I

shored my f indings wifh him ond exploined the meonings,
l f o u n d  t h o t  h e  k e p l  n o d d i n g  i n  t h e  o f f  i r m o l i v e  w h i c h

i m p l i e d  t h o t  t h e  C h e r o k e e  h o d  t h e  s o m e  m e o n i n g s .  I
wondered if he wos nodding iusf to be ogreeoble wifh me
so I inferchonged the meoning of the lost two points I wqs
showing him. He corrected me, however. Loier his son,
Croslen Smifh, who wos working on his mosfers degree in
I n d i o n  r e l i g i o n  c o n l o c t e d  m e  o f  O k l o h o m o  S t o t e

Universi ty obouf th is.
The Cherokee hove the trodition thot ihey originolly

come up from fhe south. The cross ond the circle symbol
found in both culiures certoinly supports the volidity of
th is t rodi f ion.  This symbol hos o sqcred meoning to the
Cherokee. However, os with mony of the socred feochings
of the Americon Indion, only o port ion of  the meoning is

shored outside of their own people. The center of this

s y m b o l  r e p r e s e n t s  d e i t y .  T h e  f o u r  o r m s  o f  t h e  c r o s s

represent the four direciions. Eoch North Americon Indion

tribe hos o different color for eoch of the four directions.

Eoch direciion ond color hos meoning. For the Cherokee

the eost is red, south is blue, west is block ond north is

white. The four orms hove on odditionol meoning which is

very socred to the Cherokee ond is not shored outside lhe
tribe.

Seiourne (1976289-94) discusses fhis some symbol os it
is found in Mesoomerico. Some of the symbolic meonings

of this five-pointed figure, colled o quincunx, ore fhe poinf

w h e r e  h e o v e n  o n d  e o r i h  m e e t ,  f h e  p r e c i o u s  i e w e l
s y m b o l i z i n g  t h e  h e o r t ,  f  h e  m e e t i n g  p l o c e  o f  o p p o s e d
principles, emblem of the sun ond fhe symbol for Venus
ond for Quetzqcootl.
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F i g .  I  V o r i o f  i o n s  o f  o  s y m b o l  c o m m o n  t o  m o n y  I n d i o n
fribes, known os the quincunx.

T h e  f o u r  c o r d i n o l  p o i n f s  o f  t h e  c o m p o s s  w e r e  o l s o
ossocioted with colors in Mesoomerico. As with the tribes
in Norfh Americo,  lhe colors were nof olwoys the some
(Nichof son 19 67 :21 -22).

T h e s e  b r i e f  c o m m e n t s  o r e  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h o t
some wi l l  be st imuloted to study symbols or to shore ony
informotion they moy hove on fhe subiect.

Refcrenccr Clted
Nicholson,  l rene

1967  Mox lcon  ond  Ccn t ro l  Amer l con  Myrho logy .  Pou l  Homlyn .

London.

Seiourne, [ourefte
1976  Burn lngWote r .  Though t  ond  Re l ig ion  in  Anc ien l  Mex ico .

Shombholo Publ icot ions.  Berkeley.

THE FOUNDATION FOR RESEARCH
ON ANCIENT AMERICA

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o l l  y o u r  o f t e n f  i o n  f o  o n o t h e r
non-church sponsored Book of Mormon reseorch group '

The Foundot ion for Reseorch on Ancient Americo.  This
g r o u p  s p o n s o r s  l e c l u r e s  l o c o l l y  o n  v o r i o u s  B o o k  o f
Mormon reseorch fopics ond olso publ ishes o newslef ter .
Thelono Stevens serves os President of  th is foundot ion.
M e m b e r s h i p  c o t e g o r i e s  o r e :  r e g u l o r  m e m b e r s h i p  $ 2 ,
f o m i l y  m e m b e r s h i p  $ 5 ,  w o r k i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  $ 5 0  o r
whotever oddi t ionol  you would l ike to confr ibute.  Send
your remit fonce lo:  Foundot ion for Reseorch on Ancienf
Americo,  202 S. Pendleton St. ,  Independence, Missour i
640s0.

Whot ir o Wltnerr?

A witness is one who fel ls whot he hos seen ond heord.
A wifness does nol hove to defend or crif icize. He is not
col led upon to moke iudgment.  His iosk is s imply fo beor
testimony of his own personol experience.

Moroni  promises us on indiv iduol  wi tness of  the Book of
M o r m o n  ( M o r o n i  l 0 : 3 - 5 ) . l f  w e  o r e  f o  b e o r  p e r s o n o l

wi lness to God's deol ings wi th the oncient peoples on fhis

cont inenl ,  the Holy Spir i l  musl  g ive us th is wi tness. Then

we moy beor lestimony of the Book of Mormon.
Proy for ihis witness.



Poge 12 The Zorohemlo Record Spring

CONTACT (Continued from Poge 2)

\P
T

TJ

[J

NU
w
B

t979

Fig.  2 Comporison of  Shong wri t ing (upper)  wi th Olmec
symbols ( lower)

botons os symbols of  ronk, sel f  lement pot lern ond
qrchi fecture,  long ronge ocquis i t ion of  luxury goods,

fel ine dei fy,  worship of  mountoins ond croniol  deformo'

t ion.  She then explores the possibi l i ty  thot  t ronspoci f ic

confoct  f rom the Shong civ i l izot ion wos responsible for  the

development of  Olmec civ i l izot ion.

Conclusions
Let us restote the Book of  Mormon posi t ion on

tronsoceonic contoct .  The Book of  Mormon cloims thot o

contocf, o single contoci wos mode on three seporote

occosions. We hove olreody mode the point  thot  orchoe'

ologists hove shi f ted their  posi t ion f rom one of  no contoct
to one odmit t ing some confocf .  Therefore,  we ore oble io

soy fhot the present posi t ion of  New World orchoeology

on the subiect  of  t ronsoceonic contoct  hos converged ond

is in hormony with the Book of  Mormon cloim of  l imi ted

contoct .
In oddi t ion,  the ideo fhot t ronsoceonic contocf  hod q

signi f icont impoct on the New World hos been bolsfered

by the popers given by the Ekholms ond by Meggers.  The

Book of  Mormon, of  course, mokes fhe cloim thot the

impoct  wos  s ign i f i con t .  Th is  pos i t ion  o f  s ign i f i con t  impoct

hos cerfoinly not been occepted by most New World

Zorohemlo Reseorch Foundot ion
P.O. Box 1727
Independence, Missour i  64055
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orchoeologists but these lwo popers do represent fhe
beginning of onother step in the on-going process of

convergence between the ever chonging positions of

Mesoomericon orchoeology ond the unchonging position

of the Book of Mormon. lt is with o greot deol of interesl

ond o sense of excifemenl thot we wofch for develop-
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