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I radition has taught us over

the years that the Book of Mormon
was so named for Mormon, the main
abridger. While this is a logical as-
sumption, it does raise an interesting
question. Why would God's holy
word be named after a man? The
Holy Scriptures were not named
after any one author nor was the
Doctrine and Covenants called the
"Book of joseph Smith." Why then
would the Book of Mormon be the
exception to the rule and bear the
name of a man? This was a question
which I had carried in my mind for a
number of years. However, during
personal study in March of 1987 , my
mind was quickened and a new
understanding given.

The name Mormon does not
make reference to Mormon the
abridger, it refers to the land of
Mormon and the events which took
place there. It was in the land of
Mormon that Alma established the
church of Christ after many years of
transgression. It was in the land of
Mormon that the Nephites once
again became a covenant-keeping
people. The events which took place
in the land of Mormon evidently
carried a special meaning for the
Nephites from that time forward.

Identification of a Hebrew tradition
and close reading of the text indi-
cates that the word Mormon sym-
bolically meant "restoration of the
covenant." This will be further
explained in the following para-
graphs.

To properly explain the true
Nephite connotation associated with
the word Mormon, we must exam-
ine some background information
and establish four basic principles
which are as follows:

1. According to the book of
Omni, the Nephite nation experi-
enced a long period of transgression
during which they lost contact with
God.

2. A restoration of the covenant
took place in the land of Mormon
and this restoration was of great
significance.

3. In many cases the ancient
Hebrews/Nephites gave their
children names which had specific
significance. In turn, as part of their
heritage, the children were taught
the true significance of their names.

4. Mormon personally gives in-
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formation concerning the sacred
connotation associated with his
name.

The Nephites lose contact
with God

After the time of Enos and his
son jarom, the Nephites began to
lose contact with God and his
covenant which culminated in a long
period of transgression. The climax
of this gradual decline is found in
the few words of Abinadom in Omni
7:77. Abinadom tells us he knows of
no revelation or prophecy in his
lifetime. This sad commentary tells
us the spiritual condition of the
nation.

This last book written on the
small plates of Nephi portrays a
picture of a spiritually deteriorating
nation. We see the fulfillment of the
covenant made to Lehi and his seed:
if they will serve God, he will
preserve them; if not, they will be
destroyed.

Amaleki, the final writer in the
book of Omni, tells of God's provi-
sion for those few Nephites who
believe. He tells of God directing
Mosiah to lead those who will follow

thot they (the remnont of the house of lsroel) moy know the covenonfs of the Lord ,



into the wilderness and eventuallv
down to the land of Zarahemla.
Once again the Lord separated the
righteous from the wicked.
Amaleki's final words include an
invitation to "come unto Christ."

A Nephite restoration

Under Mosiah and then his son
Benjamin, the Nephite nation once
again turned to God. A group of
Nephites, however, wanted to return
to their original homeland in the
land of Nephi. This group eventu-
ally settled in the land of Nephi and
made their leader, Zeniff, the king.
Upon Zeniff's death, his wicked son
Noah became king.

In Mosiah 9:28-31 we find that
after being driven from the court of
wicked King Noah, Alma secretly
began to teach the people the words
of the prophet Abinadi. Alma
gained a following of new believers
who began to gather to a place called
Mormon which was not far from the
city of Nephi. While we are told in
Mosiah 9:32 that the land of Mormon
was so named by the king, there is
no additional information pertaining
to the origin or literal meaning of the
word. Mosiah 9:33-49 tells us that
the people repented, entered into a
covenant with their Lord, were
baptized in the waters of Mormon,
and were called the church of Christ
from that time forward. Thus we see
that a great restoration took place in
the land of Mormon. (This took
place about twenty years before the
covenants made by King Benjamin's
people down in the land of Zara-
hemla.) In Mosiah 9:65-67 the
author uses beautiful Hebraic poetry
to express the great spiritual signifi-
cance of the event which took place
in this land. Years later we find God
speaking to Alma in Mosiah 77:721-
124, telling him that he and his
people have been greatly blessed
because of the restoration which
took place. In effect, God is telling
Alma that the event which took
place in the land of Mormon was no
small thing.

The naming of children

In the last phrase of Helaman
2:66 and continuing in verses 68 and
69, we have evidence of a beautiful
Hebrew custom which was also
carried on by the Nephites in the
New World. It was a custom of the
ancient Hebrews to oftentimes name
a child after a great ancestor, particu-
larly an ancestor who had been a
spiritual leader. As described in
verses 68 and 69, the parents of the
child would then tell the child about
the ancestor and his great deeds.
The child would then be encouraged
to identify with this respected
person of the past and thus follow
the example of his ancestor.

Behold,I have given unto you the
names of our first parents who
came out of the land of Jerusalem;

And this I have done that when ye
remember your names,

That ye may remember them;
And when ye remember them,
Ye may remember their works;
And when ye remember their

works,
Ye may know how that it is said

and also written,
That they were good.

It was also customary in some
cases for children of Hebrew descent
to be named after mountains or sites
at which great events took place.
The same rule applied to children
who were named after mountains or
great events; they were told about
the heritage which was associated
with their names. (Mountains or
high places were considered sacred
to the ancient Hebrews and their
names carried sacred connotations.)

The meaning of the name
"Mormon"

In Mormon 1:6 Mormon identi-
fies his lineage. He states that he is a
descendant of Nephi and that his
father's name was Mormon. How-
ever, he does not state that he was
named after his father and this
should not be assumed. In fact, he

tell us in 3 Nephi2:96 tht he was not
named after his father, but rather he
was named after the land in which a
great even took place-the restora-
tion of Christ's covenant people,
Christ's church.

And behold,I am called
Mormon,

Being called after the land of
Mormon,

The land in the which Alma
did establish the church
among his people;

Yea, the first church which was
established among them
after their transgression.

Mormon was not named after
his father; he was named after the
land of Mormon. He had been
taught about his heritage by his
parents and understood the sacred
significance associated with the
name Mormon. No doubt his father
also bore the name Mormon for the
same reason. In 3 Nephi296he
gives us a clear indication that the
name Mormon is symbolically
synonymous with the restoration of
the covenant which took place in the
land of Mormon by Alma and his
people.

A study of the title page of the
Book of Mormon tells us its main
purpose is to restore a knowledge of
the covenants to the house of Israel.
This adds weight to the understand-
ing that the name Mormon was
always associated with the place of
the restoration of the covenant to the
Nephites. In fact, the name Mormon
became synonymous with the
concept of restoring the covenants.

In light of this understanding,
the Book of Mormon is not named
for a man. It is named for the place
where the covenant was restored.
Symbolically the Book of Mormon
bears the name "Book of the Restora-
tion of the Covenant." Is it any
wonder that God used this book to
spearhead the Restoration Move-
ment of the 1820's and 1830's? The
purpose of the book as stated on the
title page, "that they may know the
covenants of the Lord," is confirmed
even in the title. ma



The most neglected, underrated and misunderstood portion of the
Book of Mormon contains significant information about the meaning
and purpose of the book.

Moroni's Tit le Poge
Ask someone what the first page

of the Book of Mormon is called and
the answer will probably be, "the
preface." Ask who wrote it and
|oseph Smith's name will inevitably
come up. Both answers are inaccu-
rate and the time has come to correct
these misconceptions.

These mistaken ideas are not
new. Even during his lifetime,
Joseph Smith was confronted with
these erroneous notions. He re-
sponded in his personal history in
Times and Seasons ('1.842:94i3):

I wish to mention here, that
the title page of the Book of
Mormon is a literal transla-
tion, taken from the very last
leaf, on the left hand side of
the collection or book of
plates, which contained the
record which has been trans-
lated; the language of the
whole running the same as
all Hebrew writing in
general; and that, said title
page is not by any means a
modern composition either
of mine or of any other
man's who has lived or does
live in this generation.
Therefore, in order to correct
an error which generally
exists concerning it, I give
below that part of the title
page of the English version
of the Book of Mormon,
which is a genuine and
Iiteral translation of the title
page of the Original Book of
Mormon, as recorded on the
plates. . . The remainder of

the title
page is of
course,
modern.
(italics added)

Notice that
]oseph refers to
the "title page"
five times; he has
no doubt as to its
purpose. He also
states that it is a
"literal transla-
tion, taken from...
the plates." From
the content of his
statement it is
clear that his
intent is to refute
the idea being cir-
culated that it was
a "modern
composition." To
further establish
beyond all
question what he means, he presents
a complete transcript of the title
page. Clearly it was not written by
joseph Smith, but most likety by
Moroni, the last writer of the book.
Following the title we find the words
beginning with "An account written
by the hand of Mormon. . ." This
distinctive style of wording is em-
ployed throughout the Book of
Mormon in the introductory head-
ings which are called superscrip-
tions. Moroni, as the last writer,
used this writing device to create a
"giant" superscription to the entire
book. Understanding that the title
page is a superscription is helpful in
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B O O K  O F  M O R M O h T .

-C,N AE.COUNT WBITTEN BY THE HAND OF UOBUOT

UPON PL{,TEE TA}GN FROIII T}IE

PLATES OF IfEPHI.

llFhereJore, it is en abridgment of the recottl of rhe people of Neohi

" il ;l'o ; ii t'l tam"'i it'ei i- iiiiie ii ri i[ Jiini"iii"i ;Hrr6 ; ;5il
nant of the houee of trerael ; and also to Jew and Gentile; writien bv
way of commandment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and of ref-
elation. \il'rittea, and gealecl up, and hid up unto the Lonn, tbl
they might not be destroyed ; to come forth bf the gift and ipoirer o,f
Goo untc the interpretarion thereof; sealed by rbe hand d lloronl.
and hid up unto the Lono, ro come forth in due time by tbe wat of
Centi le ;  rhe interpreation thereof by the gif t  of Goo:

An abridgment taken from the bmk of Ethen also, which is a rec6d
of rhe people of Jared; who were scattered at the tirno the Lonn coD-
foundid the languaseof rhe pcople,when theywere bui lding atower
ro get to heaven: which is !o shelv unto the remnan! of the houce ot
Israel what greag things the Lono hath done for their fathen: aod
tbat they may know the covenante of the Lono, that they aie not
<est off  forever; and also to the convincinq of rhe Jew aoi l  Genti le
that Jssus is t l ie Cxnlsr, the Etrnxer, Goo, manifert ing himreU
unto all nations. And norv if there are faults, tbey are the miatalr
of men I rherefore, coodemn not the thingr of Goo, that ye qay bo
fogad rpotltr ar the judgmeD! rca! of CHust. 
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analyzing its content as an introduc-
tory summary for the entire Book of
Mormon. (For more information on
superscriptions, see ZR 37,38.)

Poetic arrangement
brings purpose into
sharper focus

For years the frequent response
to the question, "What is the pur-
pose of the Book of Mormon?" has
been that it is "a second witness" or
"to the convincing of the Jew and
Gentile that Jesus is the Christ." We
now know and can show by a poetic



larrangement that this is a sub-point

I following the word "also." The

I primary Point stands out in the

I following alternating pattern:

written to the Lamanites who are
a remnant of the house of Israel;

B and also to lew and Gentile. . .
A' to shew unto the remnant of the

house of Israel. . . that they might
know the coaenants of the Lord...

B' and also fo the convincing of the
lew and Gentile that Jesus is
the Christ. . .

The main purpose (A/ A') of the
Book of Mormon is that the La-
manites who are a remnant of the
house of Israel "may know the
covenants of the Lord." The italics
"and also to lew and Gentile" (B/B')
give the secondary purpose.

David Lamb's testimony (in this
issue) is that the name of the Book of
Mormon symbolically stands for
"Book of the Covenant" or "Book of
the Restoration of the Covenant."
Moroni's title page helps confirm
this new understanding.

Placement of the title
page in the editions

The title page is the first page in
the 1830 First Edition and in the 1837
edition. The editors of the 1840
edition were the first to insert a page
with the title and publishing infor-
mation in front of Moroni's title
page. The name "Moroni" was
placed at the end of the title page in
the 1840 edition and this was carried
over in the 1874 and 1892 editions.
We know that Joseph used the
original manuscript to make some
corrections in the 1840 edition. Was
Moroni's name on the original
manuscript? Unfortunately this
portion no longer exists but it is
plausable to assume that such was
the case.

The first edition published by
the Reorganization (187 4) continued
in the same form as the 1840 with the
additional page inserted in front of
Moroni's title page. However, the
1892 large-print edition removed the
additional page. The 1908 Author-
ifed Edition returned to the same
form as the 1840 with the additional

page inserted before Moroni's title
page. Following the title page is a
three-page preface, written by the
committee which prepared the 1908
edition for printing. Unfortunately,
as a result of the additional pages,
Moroni's title page which joseph
stated was translated from the plates
has come to be called the "preface"
by most people.

Let's begin today to correctly
refer to Moroni's title page and
remember that the primary purpose
of the Book of Mormon as stated on
the title page is to restore a knowl-
edge of the covenants of the Lord to
the heritage people.poq
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