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The following is the edited text of on illustrofed lecture
given ot o recent meefing of the Foundofion for Reseorch

o n  A n c i e n f  A m e r i c o .  T h e  l e c t u r e ,  i n  t u r n ,  w o s  o n

e x p o n d e d  v e r s i o n  o f  o n  o r t i c l e  f i r s f  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e

Zorohcmlo Rccord lssue Number 2. lt should be noted thqt

the following discussion is only o very brief summory of

the informotion ovoiloble.
I speok to you todoy both os o student of the Book of

Mormon ond os o professionol orchoeologist.. I would like

to shore with you some of the insights which hove come to

me os o resuh of combining ihese lwo fields.

One o f  the  odvontoges  o f  be ing  o  p ro fess iono l

o rchoeo log is t  i s  tho t  o f  kcep ing  obreos t  o f  the  lo tes i

ovoiloble informotion. Much of the informofion presented

i n  t h i s  l e c f u r e  h o s  o n l y  b e e n  o v o i l o b l e  r e c e n t l y .  T h e

orchoeologicol outline discussed here could not hove been
presenied o few short yeors ogo.

We qre going lo compore the moior points in the outl ine

of Mesoomericon cuhure history with the moior points in

the oufl ine of Book of Mormon culiure history (Fig. l). We

will see the remorkoble fit ,between fhese iwo disiinct

cuhure potterns which wil l couse us to conclude ftot the
closeness of motchup of these two long histories goes for

beyond the reqlm of chonce. This correlolion is indeed o

powerful testimony fhof the Book of Mormon hod ifs roots
in the people whose story if lells.

Although there wos some prinfed moferiol ovoiloble
prior to 1830 oboul the orchoeology of southern Mexico
q n d  G u q t e m o l o ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  i n f  o r m o t i o n  q b o u t

M e s o o m e r i c o n  c u l l u r e  h i s f o r y  i n  F i g .  I  w o s  k n o w n  i n
r 830.

It should be mode cleor thot orchoeologicol evidence is
o f  necess i ty  f rogmentory  ev idence.  Wi thout  wr i t ten
r e c o r d s  o n  o r c h o e o l o g i c o l  s i t e  w i l l  r e t o i n  o n l y  o n
es t imote  d  2% o f  the  to io l  l i f  e  o f  the  peop le  who once
lived there. This meons fhot most orchoeologicol evidence
is subiecf to more thon one interpreiotion. This is less true
of o culture history outline, however, since more dofo is
go thered to  cons t ruc t  i t  thon  ony  o ther  s ing le  type  o f
orchoeologicol evidence.

The orchoeo log ico l  ev idence g iven here  is  g reo t ly
s imp l i f  ied .  However ,  i t  i s  o  fo i r  represento t ion  o f  the

ovoiloble orchoeologicol record.

JAREDITES ARRIVE . FIRST POTTERY APPEANS
Bqsed on Old World evidence, lhe Joredites orrived in

the New World somelime beiween 2500 ond 22OO B.C. os
(Contlnucdon'Pogc 2)
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on otreody civilized people (see Simmons 1977z2a'26).
We know tho l  fhey  were  se t t led  v i l loge  fo rmers  w i th

flocks ond herds ond brought the knowledge of potfery

moking with them from fhe Old World.

Look ing  to  the  l i r s t  opPeoronce o f  po l le ry  in

Mesoomer ico  we f ind  o  fype  o f  po t te ry  co l led  Pox

ideniified ot Puerto Morquez on ihe Pocific coosf neor

Acopulco. This pottery hos been doted obout 2300 B.C.
(Brush | 965). Very similor pottery hos olso been found in

the Tehuocon Volley soufheost of Mexico City ond given o

similor dote (MocNeish, Peferson ond Flonnery | 970:

2l-25). Recent excovotions in Belize hove discovered
p o t t e r y  d o t i n g  o s  e o r l y  o s  2 5 0 0  B . C .  ( H o m m o n d  e f  o l

1979). This potfery is doted by o group of l2 corbon'I4

dotes tied into o strotigrophic sequence. The dotes ronge

from 25OO-1300 B.C. for o single phose. Three of the dofes

ore in the 2500-2200 B.C. ronge. Thus, from the presenf

avidence, we con sofely soy thoi pottery begins to oppeor

in Mesoomerico sometime befween 2500 ond 2200 B.C.

JAREDITE HIGHPOINT
Chopter  I  o f  the  Book o f  E ther  g ives  the  Jored i ie

geneology. In the middle of this geneology there ore four

successive righieous men in the king line-Levi, Corom,

Kish ond Lib. An onolysis of the geneology indicofes thof

we ore probobly deoling with the 1400-1200 B.C. time

p e r i o d .  T h e  p o i s o n o u s  s e r p e n f s  o r e  f i n o l l y  d e s t r o y e d

during fhe doys of Lib ond ihe vost southern oreo is now

opened for hunting ond frode. Moioni enumerotes the
. signs of their moteriol prosperity ond closes by soying,
"And nsver could be o people more blessed thon were

lhey, ond more prospered by the hond of the Lord (Ether

az78) . "  We con on ly  conc lude tho t  th is  l l  the  cu l tu ro l

highpoint of the Joredite hisfory.
T h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  r e p r e s e n r e d  b y  f h e  f o u r  k i n g s

ending with Lib is the longest t ime of righteousness in the

Jored i fe  record .  From fh is  po in t  o t r ,  o  ser ies  o f

unrighteous leoders begin o spirituol decline which is

ultimotely reflected in the destrucfion of fhe Joredife
notion. This desfruction must hove occurred oround 200

B.C. This dofe is suppoded by two focfors-fhe geneology

of the kings in the lond of Zorohemlo ond the condifion of

the breoslplotes, swords ond bones found by rhe seorch
porty of King Limhi iust before l2l B.C.

RECOGNITION OF Oti,IEC
Olmec is the nqme given to fhe moior orchoeologicol

group living during the time of the Joredite highpoinr.
Michoel Coe's work ot the sife of Son Lorenzo, Verocruz

f  rom 1966 ro  |  968 pushed bock  the  recogn i t ion  o f

full-blown Olmec culture ro.l200 B.C. (Coe 1970). Coe
indicofes thot 1200 B.C. is not the beginning of the Olmec

but thot if must hove roots much eorlier. There is evidence

of  Son Lorenzo o f  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  Olmec cu l fu re
pottern os eorly os 1400 B.C. This picfure correlotes well
with ihe Joredite sfory which indicotes o high spirituol
level for four generofions which would hove resuhed in o

flowering of moteriol cuhure of fhe some time period os

Son Lorenzo.  Thus  we see lhe  h ighpo in ts  o f  ihe  fwo
poiferns motch (Fig. l).

Whol does orchoeology tell us oboul this culture known

os Olmec? Their genius seems fo lie in their distinctive orf

style. They produced'ort on both o monumenfol scole in

Flg. 3 An Olmcc Colorol hood.

bosolt ond on o smqll scole in finely polished ond corved
o r t i c l e s  o f  i o d e  o n d  s e r p e n f i n e  ( F i g .  2 ) .  T h e  s o - c o l l e d
colossol heods of bosolt (Fig. 3) represent o huge heod
w i t h  i n f o n t i l e  o r  n e g r o i d  t y p e  w i d e ,  l h i c k  l i p s  o n d
close-fitt ing helmer. They ore complefe monumenfs in
lhemselves with no bodies. The follest heods meosure
nine feel in height ond weigh up fo 20 lons.

Jode figurines ore the hollmork of the Olmec. The iode
used wos very often of high quolity ond bluish green to
bluish groy in color. They olso hod cloy figurines, both
hollow ond solid.

The dominoni motif of their ort is thof of o were-ioguor,
o  c r e o f u r e  d e p i c t e d  o s  o  c o m b i n o l i o n  o f  h u m o n  o n d

ioguor. The humon element is frequently repres€nted os
on infonl ond combines lhe chubby foce, shod wide nose
ond thicker l ips of o young child wilh the snorling moufh of
o ioguor. Someiimes on indentofion or cleft is shown on
the fop of the bold heod, which is often elongofed. The
s i g n i f i c o n c e  o f  f h e  O l m e c  m o f i f s ,  p o r t i c u l o r l y  t h e
were-ioguor, is o molfer of unresolved debote.

Typicol Olmec poffery includes bowls which ore heovily
corved or excised in brood gouges. A common design is
known os  the  pow-wing  or  sc ro l l -w ing  mot i f  (F ig .  a ) .
Hemotife red is o fovorite color. This disfinclive pottery
wos widely troded.

During their period of florescence beginning oround
1 2 0 0  B . C .  t h e  O l m e c  d o m i n o l e d  o  l o r g e  p o r f  i o n  o f
Mesoomer ico .  However ,  new pot te ry  types  ryp ico l  o f
seillemenfs elsewhere reploce the old oround 550 B.C.
New wores ond figurines ore indicqfions of the decline
ond replocement of o cuhure.

JAREDITE . OII,IEC END

The Joredite decline reolly moy be soid fo begin soon
(Confinued on poge 6)

Flg. 2 Smoll Olmrc lodc plccct.



The Zorohemlo Record Summer 1979 Poge 3

R@ard@PSu Rese&Pch
THE QUESTION OF LEHI'S TINEAGE

By Dr. Jomes H. Robbins

A f f e r  o b t o i n i n g  f h e  B r o s s  P l o t e s  f r o m  L o b o n ,  L e h i
c o r e f  u l l y  s t u d i e d  t h e m .  N e p h i  i s  c o r e f  u l  t o  r e c o r d  t h e
contents of the Bross Plofes which lwould recommend you
toke time lo reod - see I Nephi I :159-168. While studying
these records, Lehi discovers lhof he is of the lineoge of
Monosseh, son of  Joseph -  see I  Nephi  l :164,165; Almo
8:3. This would seem to indicote thof tehi did not know his
lineoge or ossumed his l ineoge to be of some other tribe.
Criticism of the Book of Mormon hos bien roised on this
very point. Crit ics hove soid thof it is common knowledge
thot oll lsroeli ies knew their l ineoge; thus, lehi should
hove known his l ineoge prior to discovering it from the
B r o s s  P l o t e s .  L e t  u s  i o u r n e y  b o c k  i n  t i m g  t o  t h e
development of the Kingdom of lsroel ond its subsequent
d i v i s i o n  i n t o  i h e  N o r t h e r n  K i n g d o m  o f  l s r o e l  o n d  t h e
S o u t h e r n  K i n g d o m  o f  J u d o h  i o  s e e  i f  w e  c o n  f i n d  o

plousible explonotion to this queslion.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  H o l l e y ' s  B i b l e  H o n d b o o k ,  p o g e  I  I  l ,

lsroel's enslovement in Egypt wos circo t 800-1400 B.C.
which would restore lsroel fo the lond of Polestine os o
free people opproximotely 1360 B.C. (ollowing for lhe 40
yeors in the wilderness). The Hebrew Nofion inif iolly wos
o  c o n f e d e r o c y  o f  l 2  i n d e p e n d e n t  f r i b e s  . u n d e r  o
governmentol system of Judges which losted for opproxi-
motely 300 yeors. This "theocrocy" groduolly evolved into
t h e  K i n g d o r q  o f  l s r o e l  w i f  h  S o m u e l  t h e  p r o p h e i  o s  f  h e
connecting l ink between the Judges ond the Kingdom.
Somuel's ministry sponned from opproximolely | 100-1050
B.C. Then Soul wos onointed the first King of lsroel ond
reigned 40 yeors ond, os you well know, proved to be o
disostrous foilure. The Golden Ero of lsroel come forfh
u n d e r  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  D o v i d  o n d  h i s  s o n  S o l o m o n ,  e o c h
reigning 40 yeors, thus bringing the length of t ime thot the
Kingdom of lsroel exlsfed os o united entity to | 20 yeors.
Then in the doys of Rehoboom, son of Solomon, o revoli
w o s  s t o g e d  b y  J e r o b o o m  i n  w h i c h  l 0  t r i b e s  f o l l o w e d
Jeroboom northword ond estoblished o seporote kingdom
known os the Kingdom of lsroel. Two tribes (Judoh ond
Beniomin) remoined under the leodership of Rehoboom
ond become known os the Kingdom of Judoh. Thus, now
circo 930 8.C., the united Kingdom of lsroel (oll l2 tribes)
existed os two seporote kingdoms-lsroel (10 Nodhern
lribes) ond Judoh (2 Southern tribes). (See mop l).

L i t t le  t ime possed be fore  Jeroboom removed the
Levifes from functioning in their lowful priestly duties ond
i n l r o d u c e d  t h e  i d o l o t r o u s  G o l d e n  C o l f  w o r s h i p .  B y
referr ing to l l  Chronic les I  l : l -17 we f ind thot the Levi tes
defec ted  f ro rn  Jeroboqm's  Nor thern  K ingdom to  the
Kingdom of Judoh under Rehoboom. Thus fhe Kingdom of
J u d o h  w o s  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  i r i b e s - J u d o h ,
Beniomin ond [evi.

W e  n o w  c o m e  t o  o  v e r y  s i g n i f i c o n t  y e t  e o s i l y
overlooked foct fhot I feel hos on importont beoring on
Lehi's l ineoge. Reod corefully verse l6 of l l  Chronicles I l:

And ofter them out of oll the tribes of lsroel such os set their
heor f s  to  seek  the  Lo rd  God  o f  l s roe l  come lo  Je ruso lem,  l o
socrifice unto the Lord God of their fothers.

(Continued on poge 4)
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Here we see ftot opptiibntly remnonfs from some, if not
o l l ,  o f  the  Nor thern  Ten  Tr ibes  (Monosseh  inc luded)
defected to Judoh to n&uintoin their worship of the God'of

MANASSEH

estoblished themselves within lhe ferritoriol confines of

fhe Kingdom of Judoh ond groduolly were qssimilqfed inlo

either the tribe of Judoh or Beniomin (very unlikely into

Levi). Thus, Lehi would noturolly ossume his l ineoge to be
with either Judoh or Beniomin.

Anolher possible onswer to the question moy be found
by referring to Deuieronomy 2927,8. Here we reod thof

lhe lsroelites under Moses' leodership in fhe wilderness

defeoted King Sihon.of Heshbon ond Og, King of Boshon.

This lond wos given to fhe Reubenites, Godifes, qnd ro hol0

of the trlbc ol Monotreh for their inheritonce. This lond

wos iust eost of the Jordon river ond opproximotely 40

miles eost of Jerusolem (see mop'2). This holf-tribe of
Monosseh mointoined polit icol-reiigious l ies with Jeruso-
lem (copifol city of the Kingdom of Judoh) when the ofher
ho l f  o f  f  he  l r ibe  wen l  nor f  hword  w i th  Jeroboom.  The
holf-tribe of Monosseh in Judoh wos corried into coptivity
olong with the ofher holf tribe of Monesseh in Northern
f sroef by fhe Assyrions in72l B.C. lf Lehi's progenitors hod
been o port of the lribol inherifonce eosf of the Jordon,
fhen undoubted ly  they  hod escoped the  Assyr ion
invoders, fled to the territoriol confines of Judoh, ond
eventuolly become ossimiloted into either ihe tribe of
J u d o h  o r  B e n i o m i n .  T h u s ,  f h e  f i r s t  o l t e r n o f i v e  o f  o
Northern lsroel defection could hove meont os much os
300 yeors for ossimilotion of Lehi's progenitors or the eosf
Jordon olternotive would hove meont o l itt le over 100
yeors for tribol ossimilolion.

A w h i l e  b o c k ,  I  h o d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s
m q t t e r  w i f h  o  r o b b i  w h o  i s  o l s o  t h e  c h o i r m o n  o f  t h e
History Deporfment ot the University of Missouri-Konsos
City. I osked him if he felr fhof Lehi's ignoronce of his true
l ineoge shou ld  be  q  couse o f  skept ic ism o f  Book  o f
Mormon volidity. He felt ihot either of the two ohernolives

iust presented were perfecfly legifimofe ond should nol in
ony  woy be  cons f rued os  ev idence o f  o  f roudu len t
documenl.

Perhops when the Lorge Plofes of Nephi ore releosed fo
the  wor ld  we w i l l  f  ind  on  f  hem f  he  de f  o i led  h is ror ico l
occouni of Lehi's posl, but unfil thot occurs we musl piece
togelher o reosonoble explonofion, os I hove oftempted to
do in this orticle, using vorious sources ond coniecture.

lhope ihis oilicle will stimuloie someone's imoginofion
fo  pursue th is  sub iec t  ond br ing  to  l igh l  even more
evidence to the quesfion of Lehi's lineoge.

Slotcmcnt ol Purporc
The Zorohemlo Reseorch Foundotion is q non-profil,

lox-exempt corporofion chorfered under fhe lows of the
stofe of  Missour i .  This  is  o non-church sponsored
ossocioiion. A moior oim of the Foundoiion is to provide
informotion ond moteriols fo ossist in Book of Mormon
minisfries. ZRF is open to oll who desire lo improve fieir
undersfonding ond use of the Book of Mormon.

A moior gool of fhis newsletter is to provide o bridge of
understonding befween ihe scientific-orienfed field of
orchoeology ond fte Book of Mormon studles. Keeping
obreost of brchoeologicol informofion is o full-time iob,
hence few people ore in  o posi f  ion lo  devote lhe t ime
needed to fh is  subiect .  Yei ,  there is  o weol fh of
informotion ond enlightenmenl there thot remoins to be
topped.  This  newslef fer  hopes io  drow on f  he f  inds of
those who ore in o posiiion to give time lo these oreos of
reseqrch ond moke th is  in formol ion ovoi lqb le to
inferesled church members'.

llop 2. Tho holf+rlbo ol llonotroh oort oil fho Jordon molnlolnod tlor
wlth Jrrurolem whlb fhr holf+rlbo of lllonoroh worl ol fhr Jordin wonf
noilhword wllh Joroboom. lolh w.r. corrbd Into coptlvlry by tho
Aryrlonr In 721 B.C.

lsroel. This opens up oo.{venue of interesfing coniecture.

For instonce, lel's soy thot Lehi's progeniiors were some of

fhe remnonts thot defected from Jeroboom (Northern) to
Rehoboom (Soufhern) iust o few yeors offer fhe split in fhe
united Kingdom of lsroeli{circo 930 B.C.). This would meon
thot Lehi's roofs would hove been plonted in lhe soil of the
Kingdom of Judoh for neorly 300 yeors before his soiourn
here on eqrth os o mortol. Continuing in ![is some line of
reosoning we must olso odmif thot eventuolly oll seporoie
fr ibol l ineoges of the*p Norfhern defeclors were
ossimi lq ted in to one of : fhe three f r ibes of  which the
Kingdom of Judoh wos conrposed. For in oll rhe history
ond prophecy which concerns the three-rribed kingdom,
there ore no t r ibo l  nomgs used buf  those of  Judoh,
Beniomin ond [evi.

Unfortunofely, we don' l  hove on in'depth record of
lehi's bockground. The Bo.ok of Mormon simply soys thof
Lehi dwelt ol Jerusolem olL his life (l Nephi l:3) ond thor
the lond of his inheriionce wos "down" (elevotion) from
Jerusolem - see I Nephi 1277. So, lrom the sketchy defoils
found in the Book of Mormon we connol wifh ony certointy
pinpoint Lehi's lond of inheritonce. However, lhe point to
be mode is thot Lehi hod been o port of the Kingdom of
Judoh oll his life ond thot the Norfhern Kingdom of lsroel
hod been "losl" in fie Assyrion coptivity for over | 00
yeors.

I don't rhink it on iniusfice io credibility fien io propose
the following os o possible solution to Lehi's lineoge. Very
possib ly ,  leh i 's  progeni tors were some of  rhe eor ly
defec iors to  fhe Kingdom of  Judoh fo moin io in the i r
re l ig ious bel ie fs .  These progeni lors  of  Lehi  ihen
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ffiexican Diary
August  2 ,1979

Deor Diory,

I con't believe it but our Zion's Leogue trip to Mexico is
olmost over. Two weeks of climbing ruins, borgoining in
morkel ploces, swimming ond soil ing on the Coribbeon,
going through museums ond historic ploces ond bus fours
with the very best friends I hove, sure flew by.

Boy ! Just think of those three yeors in Leogue
preporing for this frip. We thought it would never come.
We didn'l even know where we were going to go unti l
Februory 1979; but oll olong we knew if wos going io be
big ond for owoy, educofionol ond spirituol os well os fun.
Thot $800.00 fhor we eoch got when we divided up our
group occouni of $9,000.00 poid for the whole thing,
olong with my own Leogue occounf from proiects done
individuolly. I 'm sure glod, Diory, otherwise, I wouldn't
hove been oble to go, neither would most of the others.

We hod foifh oll olong thof we could roise the money.
Affer oll, we're the third trip in the legocy of "the
internofionol trips" lhof previous Pifisburgh, PA South
Hills Bronch Zion's Leogues hove token. We hove money
roising down fo o science!

Our plon of oction hqs been to build fobulous boofhs
consisting of o wooden frome wilh chicken wire sfopled
on ond sfuffed with colored tissue poper. We entered
these booths in fwo onnuol communiiy bozoors eoch yeqr
ot shopping molls, both held in Jonuory. We cleored obouf

$2,000. eoch yeor on those. We sold reuben sondwiches,
hof fudge sundoes ond o beveroge eoch time. The only
other fhing we did wos some piece work for Julie's Dod's
compony. In our besf seven hour session doing fhof we
mode $230.00 between six of us. Then, Mrs. Ross, our
Zion's Leogue leoder, puf our money in o high interest
monoged money occouni ond we mode $500.00 in
interesl. All thot come fo $9,000.00.

Mrs. Ross negofiofed with fhe lrovel ogenf for six
monlhs io gef the mosf for our money. The sevenleen of
us flew from Pittsburgh to Merido, Merido lo Ooxoco,
Ooxoco to Mexico City, ond Mexico City to Pittsburgh. We
sloyed in firsf closs holels. (We even sfoyed where the
Shoh of lron is sfoying in Ooxoco!) And fhree meols o doy
were provided except in Mexico City. Ten bus tours fo
ruins ond to sightsee were included. Bul, enough of the
n i f t y g r i f f y . . . .

You wil l hordly believe this, Diory, bul omozing things
hoppened before we even left Pittsburgh. lsobelle's house
wos sfruck by l ightning ond cought fire, Roy hod to sell his
house ond it wosn't even reody fo sell when he left for
Mexico, Dove still hodn'f golfen rid of his poper route of
l0:30 p.m. ond our plone left ot 7:30 lhe nexl morning,
Shon ond Rono were being coerced to go to Indio to visit
relotives insteod of going lo Mexico, BUT, oll lhose
problems were token core of. Seeming misfortunes were
lurned into vicfories. God sure does good work!

When we gof here we hod o lot of exciiing "cuhurol
experiences." Like getting diorrheq qnd vomifing wifh
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Monfezumo's Revenge ond beoting it with proyers,
odministroiion ond trusfy lomofil. Mexicon food, onofher
cuhurol event which occurs lhree times o doy, wos so hot
in Merido "yo, could melt steel wilh your breoth,"
occording to Steve! lf wos the strongest thing though,
Diory, we hoven't found ony "Mexicon" food-no focos, or
burritos or chil i ! However, our group crove is pizzo-good
'ole "ltolion" pizzo.

You. procticolly hove fo know self defense oround here
to go shopping. Peddlers flock oround the group to sell us
morionetles, showls, sfotues, efc. Eoch solesmon hos "o
speciol price for you, senorito." Rono goi especiolly good
of getting rock bottom prices. I olwoys felr guilty borgoin-
ing them out of house ond home. The sfondord of l iving is
so impoverished here compored to homc. We hod our
mocho muchochos in the group to prolecl us in o pinch (or
from o pinch, whotever fhe cose might be!).

Our group mode on impression everywhere we wenf.
Most people thought we were o Sponish closs. (They didn't
gef ihof impression from lisfening fo our Sponish !) We
song wherever we went ond when oihers lisiened to our
comp songs ond hymns they knew we were on
enfhusiosfic Christion youth group. A young couple, o
middle-oged couple from Germony, o group of leochers
from Coliforniq ond one of our guides wonted lo know
obout fhe church ond fhe Book of Mormon. The feochers
told us our porents should be very proud of us ond thot
they were even proud of us! Wow!

We hod studied the Book of Mormon ond o l itt le
orchoeology before we left which wos o big help. But, to
be here where Joredites ond Nephites reolly l ived mode
the Book come olive. There's iust not o single solitory
doubt in my mind onymore thot ihe Book of Mormon is on
oufhentic record. And I believed in fhe Book of Mormon
before the trip but now I iusf con't stop proising God for
giving us such o blessing. When I gef home, Diory, people
ore going fo heor obout THIS trip. lt seems thot for oll of
the Leogue thot ihe more we discover ond experience
here in Mexico the greoter our desire is fo wilness when
we get home.

I leorned fhings l'd never reod in ony books or hove
been tought in ony closses-ond lhey're dynomite things
EVERYONE is interested in. Roy Treof, our orchoeologisf,
does o greol iob of giving us the Book of Mormon
inferpretotion of currenf orchoeology. Did you know thot
the | 830 Book of Mormon lines up perfeclly wifh fhe | 979
compilofion of reseorch which construcls fhe orchoeo-
logicol fromework of civilizofion for Mesoomerico during
2350 B.C. fo 400 A.D.? lf does ! Thot's the brighfest roy for
the unbeliever yet! We leorned obout mony findings thol
ore still ignored to this doy by fhe moin body of orchoe-
ologisfs becouse they don't fit the prevoiling fheories. The
populotion wos dense bock then occording fo Scripture.
But orchoeologists ore iusf beginning to believe if, even
fhough os mony os 600 house mounds per squore mile
were discovered in the 1920s. And phyroliths, t iny plont
cell "f ingerprinfs", wil l eventuolly pinpoint wheEt ond
borley os o crop during Nephite times. Thof wil l blow lhe

intellecfuol world's mind set. They've been fhinking oll

olong thot Mesoomericon conloct with the Old World

occurred much loter. And, when God ollows fhe world to
look beyond the curlqin of rqin forest 
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Plttrburgh Zlon'r looguo "grttlng on lop of" lAotoomrrlcon orchorology.
Pyromld ol thr Sun, Trotlhuocon.

the moior Nephite ruins ore uncovered, the wisdom of the

wise wil l iust up ond perish! Of course, science is doing

oll r ight considering fhot ot best they con gleon only two

percent of lhe civilizotion's sfory from ihe physicol

remoins.
Whof is humbling to rt€, Diory, is thof we church

members ore not even living the Book of Mormon
principles thof we ore so fortunote to hove. lf we were, we

would hove received the seoled portion olreody. Roy

showed us in Ether l:98-l0l thot we hove to repenf, be

cleon ond be sonctified before we'll receive them. Big

deol, I thought. But ihen he showed us the clincher where

in flf Nephi l2:l-3 it soys thot we hove only I,Y" of whof

Jesus tought the people in the Book of Mormon. This is to

try our foirh. lf we believe whqf we olreody hove, lhen we

wif f be given the extro 99%. Those guidelines could speed

up our preporotion for Zion. And those records ore to
convert the descendonfs of the Book of Mormon people.
They could help us build Zion, too (Those pyromids in

Mexico sure were impressive. I bet the spirituol l ives they

buih were iust os impressive.) Toke note, deor Diory, l 'm
going to be more righteous from now on. I hove on
qdditionql motive: the bringing forth of the records. Roy

did tell us before the irip fhot the colorful Mexicon woy of

l ife would toke on o richness beyond whof the physicol

eye could see os we were led to understond the por| these

people ore soon to ploy in these lost doys. Af eoch ruins
we proyed thot fhe lreosures fhof ore now hidden within
the eorth would begin to come forth soon.

In our prqyer service ot Chichen, God let us know
through the sudden rushing of the wind thot the Holy Spirit
is the connecting l ink of foiih befween the oncient Soinls
ond ourselves. Even I felt it qnd knew whqf God meonf by
if. Just lo moke sure we got the messoge, fhe stone
portroif of Jesus in the temple ot lhe end of the boll court
wos i l luminoted by o l ight brighter thon the sun when Les
iurned bock for one lost look. The Spirit let her know fhot
Christ hod been there long ogo ond wos there ot fhot
moment coring for us ond oll thot would recognize who He
is. l ' l l  never forget when we were of onother site ond song

"Afor in Old Judeo." When we got to "o voice serene yel
piercing," o giont tropicol bird flew iust over our heods
piercing the oir with the highesr nofe of his song . . . ond
fhere's no such thing os coincidence. lt sends o chil l down
m y  b o c k  k n o w i n g  t h o f  o u r  p r o y e r  s e r v i c e s  o t  U x m o l ,

Chichen ltzo, Monte Albon, Mitlo ond Teofihuocon moy be
the firsf ones since ihose oncient Soints hod them there.

Roy told us thof we hod ?he potentiol to be more ihon
the  overoge tour is t ,  tho t  we cou ld  oscend beyond the
heights of iet trqvel ond be tronsporied by rhe Holy Spirit
io new insights ond understondings obout whof we would
see ond obout ourselves ond our ploces in God's plon. lt
hos hoppened iust os he soid.

It's so sod to be getting reody lo leove Mexico. When I
reod you ogoin loter, Diory, l'll olwoys remember thot the
r ipp le  ond smeor  on  th is  poge is  f  rom fhose teors  o f
hoving to leove such o good experience. We must hove
been living in o mini-Zionic communiff of leorning ond
loving-reolly ond truly q ZION'S Leogue. Now thot we ore
o reol ZION'S Leogue, I wonder whof we con do for the
Lord bock in Pittsburg, Diory? | owe Him my besl more
fhon ever ofter this trip. Moybe, for sforters, we con hove
o Mexico Service ot church to tell them obout fhe frip . . .
well, enough for now deor Diory. l ' l l  keep you posted.

Honestly ond truly yours,

OUTLINES (Contlnued from poge 2) 
J'R'

ofter righteous King Lib but occeleroted more ropidly rhe
lost 400 yeors. Agoin we find similor polferns relecied in
O l m e c  o r c h o e o l o g y  o n d  J o r e d i t e  h i s t o r y .  L i k e  i h e
Jorediies, there is evidence ihot the Olmec begin their
s t e o d y  d e c l i n e  o r o u n d  6 0 0  B . C .  o n d  o r e  n o  l o n g e r
recognizoble os o nolion by 200 B.C.

NEPHITE CUTTURE BEGINS
Turning now fo the Nephite record, we remember thot

Lehi's group orrived in fhe New World oround 588 B.C.
Shortly ofter, they divided inio fwo cultures, Nephite ond
L o m o n i t e .  T h e  M u l e k i t e s  o r r i v e  o b o u t  f h i s  f i m e  o l s o ,
forming o ihird culture. We know from the record thot
there  wos no  in te roc f ion  be tween the  Neph i tes  ond
Mulekites for olmosl 400 yeors.

More informofion is given in the Book of Mormon from
2 0 0  B . C .  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  f  h e  G o l d e n  A g e  t h o n  o n y
other period. lt is o very complex period during which the
Lomonites ult imotely become more righteous thon the
Nephites. The period ends with the greof upheovol which

destroys oll bur the more righteous poil of the people.
REGIONAT CU TTURES BEGIN

In Mesoomerico, beginning oround 600 8.C., we hove o
s e r i e s  o f  r e g i o n o l  c u l t u r e s  w h i c h  m o i n t o i n  t h e i r  o w n
distinctiveness insteod of o pottern of dominonce by o
singfe cul iure os in Olmec i imes (Adoms 197721 I  l ) .  This
pottern of regionolism is in hormony with the Book of
Mormon picture ot this time which indicotes there ore of
l e o s i  t h r e e  s e p o r o t e  o n d  d i s t i n c t  c u l l u r e s ,  N e p h i t e s ,
Lomoniies ond Mulekifes.

O n e  o f  l h e s e  r e g i o n o l  c u l f  u r e s  w o s  c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e
Moyo lowlond oreo. Archoeologisis see evidence of o
populolion explosion in the Moyo lowlonds beginning
oround 550 B.C. (Adoms 1977:l I S). This period, colled the
Momom phose, is chorocferized os one of o simple vil loge
culture wilh monochrome (one color) poifery, f igurines

(Continued on poge 7)



OUTLINES (Continued from poge 6)
ond the beginning of formol orchiiecture. Figurines ore
presumed to hove religious significonce. I see fhe orrivol
of the Mulekites in the New World fitt ing in very well with
this picfure of the Momom cullure.

The Mulekite orrivol ond subsequenf growth would
exploin why there wos o populotion explosion in fhe Moyo
lowlonds ond olso why formol orchiteclure in slone, o
c u l t u r e  t r o i t  p r e v i o u s l y  l o c k i n g  i n  t h e  o r e o ,  w o s
iniroduced.

M o m o m  d e v e l o p s  i n t o  w h o t  i s  c o l l e d  t h e  C h i c o n e l
culture. Chiconel is chorocterized by o lock of f igurines
(Weover 1972:86) ond innovotions in orchitecture. A
voriety of structures were suddenly erecfed including rich
tombs, femple-pyromids, greot plozos, terroces ond
corbeled voults. The conlrost with the preceding Momom
period is enormous.

S i n c e  f  i g u r i n e s  o r e  u s u o l l y  o s s o c i o t e d  w i t h  i d o l s  o r
pqgon beliefs, the sudden lock of them is on indicofion to
me of  o moior chonge in rel ig ion.  This is impl ied in the
Book of Mormon occounf when the people of Mosioh come
down ond ioin the Mulekites obouf 200 B.C. ond Mosioh is
chosen king. Becouse the Mulekifes leorned the longuoge
of Mosioh ond occepted him os their king, we ore led to
believe fhey olso occepfed Mosioh's religion. This would
o c c o u n f  f o r  t h e  r e m o v o l  o f  f h e  f i g u r i n e s  d u r i n g  t h e
Chiconel  per iod.

W e  k n o w  t h o f  t h e  N e p h i t e s  w e r e  g r e o l  b u i l d e r s
wherever they l ived. The sudden burst in the quolity ond
quontity of orchitecfure oround fhis time of 200 B.C. is
odditionol verif icotion to me of fhe Nephite presence in
the Moyo lowlonds. The confrosl befween the Momom ond
C h i c o n e l  p h o s e s  i s  o  c l e o r  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t t e r n
predicted by rhe Book of Mormon.

GOTDEN AGE.DIVISION OF PEOPTE.NEPHITE
NATION ENDS

About o yeor ofter fhe upheovol, Jesus Christ oppeors
to the mult i tude in lond Bounf i fu l .  The inspir ing occounl  of
his ministry to the people of  Nephi  morks the highpoint  of
the Book of Mormon sfory ond results in the Golden Age.
The Golden Age losfs unti l the division of the people in
231 A.D. They resume their old pottern of worfore
between the Nephifes ond ihe Lomonites. Becouse of their
wi l l fu l  rebel l ion,  fhe Nephife not ion is f inol ly desfroyed by
the Lomonites in 384-5 A.D.

Moroni gives us o finol glimpse of the cuhure potlern of
fhe remqining Lomqni les:  " .  .  .  ond fhe Lomonites ore ot
wor one with onother; ond the whole foce of this lond is
one confinuol round of murder ond bloodshed; ond no one
knoweth the end of  the wor (Mormon 4:10)."

CLASSIC MAYA BEGINS
The beginning of  the Clossic Moyo hos trodi t ionol ly

been defined by the oppeoronce of three moior lroits:
polychrome pottery, the corbeled orch (Fig. 5) ond
hieroglyphs. These were oll thought to oppeor ot fhe some
l i m e  o s  i h e  e o r l i e s t  k n o w n  g l y p h  d q f e s  o l  2 9 2  A . D .
(rounded off to 300 A.D.). Recenl evidence now ollows

Moyo orchoeologists to soy rhof polychrome pottery -ond
the corbeled orch begon os eorly os 100 A.D. Therefore,

we con soy thot the Clossic Moyo period reolly begins of

I O0 A.D. ond not of 300 A.D. os previously thought.
Whot ore some of the distinguishing chorocteristics of
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Flg. 4 Olmec ceromic verrel

Flg. 5 An exomple ol o corbeled orch. Uxmol, Mexlco.

fhese Eorly Clossic Moyo? The orchoeologicol remoins ore
quile frogmentory for this period bur o generol picture
emerges. Their cif ies seem to hove been built occording to
o bosic plon. The buildings were locoted oround courts
ond plozos which included sculptured monol i th ic monu'
menfs ond sfeloe ond ol tors.

The true genesis for oll lhe loter Moyo ochievemenfs for
which they ore so well-known seems to hove come from
the iime of unificotion experienced in the Golden Age.

MAYA GTYPHS-WARFARE
The glyph dotes oround 300 A.D. oduol ly mork the end

of the Golden Age ond the beginning of worfore. lt is now
known thof mony of the glyphs on sleloe give historicol
informot ion obout indiv iduol  ru lers.  This is whot we would

expect of ter  the div is ion in 231 A.D. when men would
ospire to become rulers ond to erect monuments to
lheir own glory. There wos no need for such monuments

during the unificolion of the Golden Age.

I believe fhe greofness of the Clossic Moyo os seen in

t h e  o r c h i t e c f  u r o l  o c h i e v e m e n f s  o f t e r  2 3 1  A . D .  i s  n o f
b e c o u s e  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  b e l l e r  l h o n  t h o s e  w h o  l i v e d

(Continued on poge 8)
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during the Golden Age but becouse unrighfeous rulers
were toking odvontoge of the unificofion ond progress of
fte Golden Age ond using if lo their own glorif icotion.
Remember, there is olwoys o lime log between spirituol

highpoints ond their moteriol monifesfofions.
Let's review: We hove seen the orrivol of the Joredites

ond the beginning of pottery boih estoblished between
2500-2200 B.C. The succession of four righteous kings ond
the recognition of Olmec comq together of neorly the
some time, 1400-1200 B.C. The Joredite decline ond the
decline of Olmec civil izotion both occur from 600'200 B.C.
The orrivol of the Nephites ond Mulekites which resulted
in oi leost three new regionol culiures, Nephite, Lomonite
ond Mulekite, ond o poitern of regionol cultures with new
t ro i ts  o re  bo th  seen in  the  6 th  century  B .C.  The
oppeoronce of Jesus Chrisf, ushering in on outsfonding
period of hoppiness ond prosperity known os ihe Golden
Age ond the rise of Moyo civilizofion known fhroughout
fte world for its unique occomplishments, both occur in

the first iwo centuries A.D. The division of ihe people, lhe

downfoll of the Nephite nofion, the beginning of Moyo

hieroglyphs ond the resumption of worfore ore oll dofed
in the 3rd ond 4th cenluries A.D.

The Book of Mormon oulline, firsl published in | 830,
hos not chonged. The Mesoomericon outline hos been
groduolly filled in with most of the informotion coming
ofter 1950. The moior points of both outlines con now be

soid fo be in essentiol ogreemeni.

THE OUTTINES FIT
As stofed in $o introduction, such o cloee correlotion of

the moior events of two culture histories over o period of

some 2800 yeors goes beyond the reolm of chonce ond

constitufes o very powerful fesiimony thof the Book of
Mormon culture history is outhentic.

There is enough informotion now ovoiloble lhot we con
surely soy the ouflines do indeed fit. As more informofion
becomes ovoiloble through Mesoomericon orchoeology

we con expect thot the oufhenticity of the Book of Mormon

outline wil l become more ond more evident.
We hove seen from the Book of Mormon how the Olmec

ond the Moyo oftoined high spirituol levels ond how they

willfully reiected this enlightenment ond fell os notions.
There is o porollel in ihis pottern for us todoy.

Zorohemlo Reseorch Foundotion
P.O. Box 1727
Independence, Missouri 64055

Addrer Correctlon Requerted
Relurn Portoge Guoronfeed

The messoge from the dust comes lo us in two woys:
from crchoeology ond from the oncient record itself.

The Chrisf thot come to Lond Bouniiful ond is known in
legend os Quetzolcootl ond other nomes is woiting the
fulfi l lment of our mission io toke ihe socred record fo the
remnont fhoi they might know more thon o legend buf the
true ond living Chrisf.

We reod from Secfion 2 of the Doctrine ond Covenonfs:
. . . for this very purpose ore fhese plotes prererved whlch conloin
these records, thot the promises of the Lord might be fulfilled,
which he mode to his people; ond thot fhe Lomonifes might come
to the knowledge of their fothers, ond thot they might know the
promises of the !ord. D&C 2:6cd

'}{nd now, tl ye belleve oll these thlngs, see thot ye do
them." r t losioh 2:17.
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