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A BOOK OF NNORMON

Port 2
By Roymond C. Treot

This is the second in o seri 'es of orticles on moior sifes in

Mesoqmerico designed fo odd to the informofion usuolly
ovoiloble to the tourisl qnd to provide informqtion on lhe

Book of Mormon setting for eoch of the sites.
The first site in fhis series, Teotihuocon, (Zorohemlo

Record lssue #4) wos locofed on the noilhern edge of the
B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  l o n d s  ( F i g .  |  )  k n o w n  t o d o y  b y

orchoeologisis os Mesoomerico. We now lrovel some 300

w i n d i n g  m o u n t o i n o u s  m i l e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  ( o c t u o l l y

soufheost) to toke o look of fhe hil l top sile of Monfe Albon
(F is .  2 ) .

TOCATION AND SETTING
Monte Albon is locoied odiocent (obout 6 miles) to the

modern city of Ooxoco (woh-HA'ko, Fig. 3) which is fhe

copitol of the stote of Ooxoco. Monte Albon wos olso o

copitol city in ifs doy os if wos the dominont site in fhe

Volley of Ooxoco. The Volley of Ooxaco is divided into

three orms in o Y-shope with Monte Albon locoted on o

series of ridges neor where these three qrms ioin together
(F is .  3 ) .

ARCHAEOTOGICAT WORK
The first publicotion on Monte Albon occurred over o

cenfury ogo (Dupoix l83a) buf i t  wos nof unt i l  l93l  rhof

modern scienfif ic orchoeology begon ot the sife. Thot wos

f  h e  y e o r  A l f o n s o  C o s o ,  l h e  d e o n  o f  M e x i c o n  o r c h o e -

ologists in his doy, begon work, which included | 8 field

s e o s o n s ,  e n d i n g  i n  1 9 5 8 .  H e  w o s  o s s i s t e d  b y  l g n o c i o

Bernol, the leoding Mexicon orchoeologist todoy, ond

Jorge R. Acoslo. Becouse of their work, Monfe Albon is

one of the moior tourisi ottroctions in Mexico todoy.

Additionol informotion obout Monte Albon hos come

forfh os the result of the Volley of Ooxoco Settlemenf

Pottern Proiect under the direction of Richord Blonton,

Purdue University. Port of the work of the Proiect wos o

survey of Monfe Albon (Blonton 1978) which wos corried

ouf in l97l-1973.

SITE DESCRIPTION
The totol sife of Monte Albon consists of o series of

hil l tops ond ferroces. The oreo visited by tourisls, known

os fhe Moin Plozo (Figs. 4,5,6) is one of f ive sections into

which the sile hos been divided (Blonton 1978:3). The
M o i n  P l o z o ,  w h i c h  i s  o b o u t  3 0 0  m e l e r s  ( 9 8 4  f e e t )

north-south by 100 meters (328 feet) eosf-west is on lop

o f  t h e  l o r g e s t  h i l l o f  t h e  g r o u p .  T h e  w o r d  h i l l  m o y  b e
misleoding since lh is oreo, col led Monte Albon proper by
B l o n l o n ,  i s  o v e r  4 0 0  m e t e r s  ( l  I  l 2  f e e t )  o b o v e  t h e

Flg.  l -Mop of  Meroomcr lco rhowlng thr  locot lon of  tho Book of

Mormon londr occordlng lo lhc mort wldcly occoptrd throry. Notc thc

locotlon of Teotlhuocon ond Monlc Albon.

Flg. 2-Tho Moln Plozo of Montc Albon orlcntod N.S wlth fhr South
Plofform, only portly cxcovolod, to thc loft (oftor Turok, n.d.).

elevotion of the modern city of Ooxoco. The construction

of the Moin Plozo itself, not counfing the buildings, wos o

moior proiecf since the Plozo wos ortif icolly f lottened ond

f  i l l e d  i n  w h e r e  n e e d e d  i n  o r d e r  f o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  l o r g e

rectongutor oreo which served os the ceremoniol ond

odminislrotive center of the site.
Mosf of the buildings os they ore seen in ihe Moin Plozo

t o d o y  w e r e  c o n s t r u c l e d  i n  f h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  A . D .

450-600/700. They represent the lost of severol stoges of

cons l ruc t ion  tho t  go  bock  to  the  500/4oo B.c .  per io i l .

T h e r e  i s  o  v e r y  l o r g e  p l o t f o r m  o t  e o c h  e n d  o f  t h e

n o r f h - s o u t h  o r i e n t e d  p l o z o .  O n  t h e  e o s f  s i d e  o r e  s i x

resident io l  bui ld ings or poloces ond q smol l  bol l  court .

There ore three buildings in fhe cenfer of the plozo which

ore hooked together ond onother seporole building colled
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"And lp thetwill not hardcn his hcert, to him is givcn the greater portion of the word..." Alma 9:18

6r beholot *he tbonds ,{)

..FEAST UPON THE WORDS OF CHRIST''
A terflmony by

flft porents, Fother from Scotlond ond Mofher from
Conodo, were both members of the Reorgonized Church of
Jesus  Chr is t  o f  Lo f te r  Doy  So in ts  be fore  lhey  were
morr ied .  Fo lher 's  work  in  the  o f f i ces  o f  o  ro i l rood
compony fook them fo Texos where fhey estoblished their
home, unforfunotely where there wos
no congregotion of the church. Our
porenis sent my sister ond me to lhe
neorest Proteslont Sundoy School in
our childhood ond sought io feoch us
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  b e l i e f  w h e n  t h e s e
occur red ,  bu t  we oc tuo l l y  rece ived
very l itt le religious instrucfion.

M y  c h i l d h o o d  w o s  p l o g u e d  w i t h
s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s e s .  W h e n  I  w o s  t e n
yeors old, Mother brought my sister
q n d  m e  l o  v i s i t  i n  I n d e p e n d e n c e .  I
become very ill on the froin, ond grew
w o r s e  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  o f t e r  o u r
orrivol. High fever coused delirium
for o number of hours. In the morning
the elders were colled to odminister
to  me.  I  reco l l  how I  fe l t  os  they
proyed,  ond o f  my des i re  to  know
m o r e  o b o u f  J e s u s .  I  w o s  i n s t o n t l y
heoled ond never hod thof porficulor
o i l m e n t  o g o i n .  A f  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e

Thelono D. Slevenr

proyer  o f  con f i rmof ion  o f  the  ono in t ing ,  I  osked fo r
bopt ism.  My s is te r  ond I  were  bop i ized  o t  ihe  Sfone
Church here in Independence.

My re l ig ious  ins t ruc f ion  cont inued to  be  mosf
frogmentory. As o young odult I went to Florido to spend

fhe  w in te r ,  I  ihought .  There  I  met
Frederick Stevens who otirocted me
very much, but I repeotedly refused
h is  mor r ioge proposo ls  becouse I
wonted io morry someone in fhe
church .  I  p royed obout  fhe  mot te r ,
however ,  ond evenfuo l l y  hod o
spirituol experience in which I wos
mode fo know ftot I should morry ftis
mon. Becouse lhod been refusing him
on occounf  o f  the  church ,  I  thought
th is  meon l  tho t  o f ie r  we were
morried he would occept the gospel,
ond we wou ld  l i ve  hopp i ly  ever
ofterwords. ll did not work oul quite
ftot woy.

After we were morried, Fred osked
quest ions  obout  ihe  church  ond i t s
leoch ings  wh ich  I  wos  no t  ob le  to
onswer becquse of  my lock of
knowledge. My onswers were vogue
ond he did not occept them. When he

(Contlnuod m pogtr 7)
THETONA D. STEVENS



Mound J or the Observotory. The west side includes
bui ld ings known os System lV ond Sysfem M ond
Donzonies Plot form which or ig inoted in  Per iod l ,
s00/400-200 B.c.).

fie
fhe
(co.

CITY OF OAXACA
AND MONTE ALBAN

f euro ot Montc AlbiSn

colrrisy or AaiortcrrcA E rcrrcot s,A.r
l ro  cEctL  i .  l l L la

Flg. !.{op of fho Volloy of Ooxoco. Noto how thr volloy lr dlvldod Inro
ilrrco ormr (oftorPoddock lt66) .

CUTTURE HISTORY
We will lroce the culture history of Monte Albon os we

did wirh Teotihuocon, by describing whot is known qbout

eoch phose or period. Buf first, o comment obouf doting.

Mosl of the doles in Mesoomericon orchoeology ore

bosed on fhe corbon-I4 doting mefhod. Depending upon

how mony corbon-I4 dofes ore ovoiloble, if is possible to

orrive ot on estimqted dote for o period thot should be

occurofe to within 5o-loo or 200 yeors. unforfunofely,

there  ore  no f  very  mony corbon-14 do tes  f  rom Monte

Albon. For this reoson, there is o wide ronge of opinion

concern ing  Monte  A lbon do tes .  For  exomple ,  the

beginning of Monte Albon could be 900 B.C., 800 B.C., 600

B.C. or 5OO/4OO B.C. depending on which book you ore

reod ing .  We wi l l  be  us ing  the  do tes  g iven by  B lon ton
(197S)  who fovors  5OO/400 B.C.  fo r  the  beg inn ing  o f

Monte Albon. Blonton's book is the lotest report on Monte

Albon. lt should olso be noted thot the woy in which the

periods of Monte Albon culture history hove begn divided

is qlso o motfer of opinion. lf more ond better dofes were
qvoiloble the periods could be divided more occurolely.
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Montc Albon Pcrlod | (co. 500/400'200 B.C.)
During the eorly port of this period, Monfe Albon wos

one of  84 known s i tes in  the Vol ley of  Ooxoco.  Thlg
represents o four-fold increose in the number of sites over
the preceding Guodolupe (800'600 B.C.)  ond Rosor io
(600-500 B.C.) periods in the volley. This would indicote o
shorp populotion rise during the eorly port of Period I ol
Monte Albon. The Guodolupe ond Rosorio periods ore
found in the Volley of Ooxoco but not oi Monte Albon.
They,  in  lurn,  ore Preceded by fhe Tierros Lorgos
(l4OO-l l50 B.C.) ond Son Jose (1150-800 B.C.) periods.
Therefore,  qrchoeology hos reveoled four  per iods of
occupot ion cover ing o spon of  some 900 yeors,  f rom
l4OO-5OO B.C.  in  the Vol ley of  Ooxoco pr ior  fo  the
founding of the greot site of Monte Albon.

The esfimoted populotion for the eorly port of Period I is
3500-7000. This estimote iumps up to | 0,000-20,000 for
the lotter port of the period. The Moin Plozo, which is the
result of leveling fhe entire summif of the hill, must hove
been lorgely completed ot this fime. No doubt there wos o
lot of construction oround the Moin Plozo buf becouse of

Flg.4-liop of rho Moln Plozo of tontr Albon. Thc obrorvctory lr olro

kiown or Mound J. Thr bulldlng ot thr lowor rlShr lr Syrtrm t (ofrrr

Acorlo 1965).

F[. S-rho contor ond rlght rldo of t{ro lloln Plozo looklng touth from
thr Nodh Plotforrn.

(Conllnued on poge 4)
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l o te r  cons t ruc t ion ,  on ly  one bu i ld ing ,  the  Donzon les
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Plotform, is presenfly known to be from this period (Fig.

4). Over 300 of fhe Donzonte slobs were corved in Period
l. The Donzonles or doncers ore so-colled becouse their

l i m b s  o r e  p o r t r o y e d  o s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  i n  m o i i o n ,  e i f h e r
doncing or swimming. However, the prevoil ing theory is
thot these nude, mqle figures represenl copfives.

T h e  f  i r s t  k n o w n  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  h i e r o g l y p h s  o n d  t h e
colendor in Mesoomerico is in Period | (Fig. 8). Morcus
(19762137) srotes thot

Monte Albon showed rhe first Mesoomericon use of the "emblem
glyph" or ploce sign, the bor-ond'dot system of numerolion, lhe

260-doy rituol colendor (Coso, 1928), the first pollricol conquest

records, ond the system of noming rulers by fheir birth dqles.

Mony  o f  l hese  deve lopmen ls  on t i c ipo ted  the  " i nd igenous"

deve lopmen ls  i n  the  Moyo  reg ion  by  o t  l eos t  500  yeors .  The

impoct ond ontecedeni role of rhis eorly urbon ond mili loristlc

civilizotion on olher Mesoomericon civilizotions hove been greotly

underestimoted.

Monle Albon Pcrlod ll (co. 200 B.C. . A.D. 200)
The populqtion estimole lor this period ls 9650'19,300,

o slight decline from Period l. The conslruction of the Moin

Plozo wos completed wifh fhe plosfering of the enfire
oreo. Severol lorge buildings ore known from this period:

t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  k n o w n  o s  S y s f e m  l V ,  f h e
s o u t h e r n  p o r t  o f  t h e  c e n t r o l  p y r o m i d  o n d  t h e  u n u s u o l
Mound J sometimes colled the Observotory. The tombs

become more  e loboro te  w i fh  rhe  odd i t ion  o f  on te '

chombers ond vouhed roofs. There ore more hieroglyphs

deoling with the theme of conquest thon previously. This

olong with the corving of 40 odditionol Donzonte slobs

indicotes continuing worfore. A lorge defensive woll wos

built ond there wos o confrol of entry into the Moin Plozo.

Bernol (t965:800) Points ouf thof

Study of rhe lisr of foils lends to chow thot fhe beqrers of Period ll

cuhure (o? leost in Monte Albon) were on orisfocrocy of rulers or

p r ies ts  who  imposed  the i r  own  ideos  bu r  d id  no f  cons f  i t u te  o

moiority copoble of obliteroting the old culture, whlch survived

omong rhe bulk of rhe populotion.

P o d d o c k  ( 1 9 6 6 : l  l 9 )  s o y s  " T h o t  M o n t e  A l b o n  l l  i s  o

ruling-closs phenomenon con hordly be dispuled." These
ruling-closs troils seem to hove oppeored ot Monte Albon

ond in the Volley of Ooxoco rolher suddenly. Outside of
Monte Albon, the Period l l iroits ore oPPorently found only

of fhe more importonl ceremoniol cenlers.
Poddock (1966:l l9) olso points out thot Monte Albon

l l  ( m e o n i n g  f h e  n e w l y  o r r i v e d  r u l i n g - c l o s s )  h o s  b e e n

linked in the post with whoi hos been known os the "Q

Complex". The "Q Complex" is mode up of o number of

ceromic lroits including the swollen tetropod, fhe spouted
vessel ond high onnulor bose ond pof stonds (Voil lont
1940:300-301),  o l l  of  which ore found in the Monle Albon
l l  c e r o m i c  o s s e m b l o g e  o s  w e l l  o s  i n  o t h e r  o r e o s  o f
Mesoomerico. Bernol (1965:801) stofes "thot the mosf
proboble homelond of the beorers of the Monte Albon ll
culture wos Chiopos or ihe Guotemolon highlonds."

lionte Albcn lllo (co. A.D. 200.450)
The Mon ie  A lbon Per iod  l l l o  i s  recogn ized os  fhe

eorliest period which con be clossified os being Zopolec,
the moin Indion tribe in fhe Volley of Ooxoco fodoy. This is

olso the period when Teotihuocon wos experiencing its
greo les f  i ime o f  in f  luence ih roughout  Mesoomor ico .

There wos interoction befween Teotihuocon ond Monte

Albon but not in the some sense os wifh ofher sites. Monte

Albon wos opporently independenf from Teolihuocon

w h i l e  o l h e r  s i f e s  h o v i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  T e o t i h u o c o n

i n f  l u e n c e  o r e  c o n s i d e r e d  o s  b e i n g  d o m i n o t e d  b y  t h i s
lorgesi of oll cit ies.

B l q n f o n ' s  p o p u l o i i o n  e s t i m o t e  f o r  P e r i o d  l l l o  i s

t I,OOO-22,000. He exploins the growih of Monfe Albon

d u r i n g  t h i s  i i m e  o s  b e i n g  o  r e o c f i o n  t o  t h e  f h r e o f  o f

dominonce by Teotihuocon. Poddock (1966) chorocferizes

this period os one of relotive simplicity hoving o clossic orl

style. This is in controst lo Period l l lb which he sees os o

time of enormous prosPerity ond eloborofion hoving o

b o r o q u e  o r t  s i y l e .  T h e n  P e r i o d  l V  i s  o  t i m e  o f  l o s s  i n

quolity, hoving o decodent ort style. Period l l lo is o time

when Monte Albon is most closely reloted to cultures fo

the north (eg. Teotihuocon). In controst, during Period I

this relotionship wos sfrongest to the Eost (the Olmec)

ond during Period l l io the south (Chiopos ond Guotemolo,

t h e  M o y o  o r e o ) .  A l t h o u g h  P e r i o d  l l l o  w o s  P o r t  o f  t h e

climox of Monte Albon ond wos o time of exponsion, fhere

is only one building on the Moin Plozo, the South Ploilorm,

fhot is ofiribufed to this period.

Monle Albon lllb (co. A.D. 450'600/700)
A s  o l r e o d y  s f o t e d ,  t h i s  i s  o  p e r i o d  o f  e n o r m o u s

prosperify. Most of the Moin Plozo strucfures were rebuih.

T h i s  i s  w h y  i t  h o s  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e n v i s i o n  w h o t  t h e

o r c h i t e c t u r e  w o s  l i k e  i n  e o r l i e r  p e r i o d s .  W h o t e v e r

relolionship Monte Albon hod wifh Teotihuocon during

Period l l lo ceoses to exist in Period l l lb. lr is recognized

thot fhe Zopotec hove fieir own sfofe-type of politicol

o r g o n i z o t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  p r o b o b l y  b e g i n n i n g  i n

Period l l lo. The populotion hits o peok of 15,000'30,000

o n d  t h e  s i t e  r e o c h e s  i l s  m o x i m u m  s i z e  ( 4 0  s q u o r e
kilometers or 15.4 squore miles). In conlrosf to previous

periods, l l lb is o time of culturol isolofion, with minimum

or  no  confoc t  o f  the  Zopofec  s to te  w i th  fhe  res l  o f

Mesoomerico.

Monle Albon lV (co. A.D. 600/700'950)
This period is only known ot Monte Albon by tombs,

buriols ond offerings mode in the ruins of buildings. Monte

Albon is no longer ihe leoding ciiy of the oreo. The moior

buildings ore obondoned. The Moin Plozo folls inio disuse.
T h e r e  i s  m o s f  l i k e l y  o  s h o r p  r e d u c t i o n  i n  p o p u l o t i o n .

Monte Albon is complefely obondoned ofter this period.

However, there wos no other ci|y which reploced Monfe

A l b o n ,  o t  t h i s  f i m e .  T h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  s e v e r o l  s m o l l e r

c e r e m o n i o l  c e n t e r s ,  e o c h  w i t h  i t s  s m o l l  s p h e r e  o f

influence.

Monte Albon V (co. A.D. 950-t521)
Period V is known os the Mixtec Period. The Mixtecs ore

the second lorgest Indion tribe in Ooxoco todoy ond were

originolly locoted in whot is known os the Mixteco region

to fhe north of Monte Albon. lt is during rhis period thot

the Mixlecs become dominoni in the Volley of Ooxoco.

Since Period lV iso Zopotec period ond since the Zopotecs

cont inued os  o  peop le  even fhough fhey  ceosed fo  be

dominont, some writers see Monfe Albon Period lV os

c o n f i n u i n g  t o  1 5 2 1 ,  t h e  t i m e  o f  S p o n i s h  c o n f o c f ,



contemporoneously with Monle Albqn Period V.
Monfe Albon itself wos used only os o Mixtec buriol

g round.  Prev ious ly  cons f ruc ted  Zopotec  tombs were
reused. The Mixtecs ore known for their highly skil led
metol work. The best exomple of their work comes from

Tomb 7 ot Monte Albon, the mosf fomous discovery of

orchoeologicol freosure known so for from onywhere in

the New World. This iomb wos discovered by Alfonso Coso
in  1932.  Tomb 7  wos or ig ino l l y  o  Zopofec  tomb f rom
Period l l lb. The tomb contoined l2l gold pieces ond 24
s i l v e r  p i e c e s  i n  o d d i t i o n  i o  m o n y  n e c k l o c e s  o n d  o f  h e r

iewe l ry  o f  o  vor ie fy  o f  p rec ious  ond semi 'p rec ious
moferiols.

Flg. 6-Thc lcft rldo of rhc lloln Ploro looklng routh from tho North

Plot form rhowlng tho bol lcour l .  Nolo rho Vol loy of  Ooroco In tho

bockground.

Flg. 7-Onr of tht ovor 3f0 Donzonto Flg. t'-Stolo corY.d wltr

cotrlngt known from lionio Albon. hloroSlyphr, !om. of

whlch oro dotet.

BLANTON'S THEORY
Blonion (1978) hos proposed o theory to exploin the

rise of Monte Albon thof is bosed on fhe ideo fhof Monte
A lbon  wos  founded  os  o  reg iono l  m i l i t o ry  o l l i once .
B lon ton 's  pos i t i on  i s  fho i  the  m i l i t o ry  o l l i once  theory
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provides o reoson why the locolion wos chosen. By normol

considerotions, due to o lock of woler ond sufficienf form

lond, o Precolumbion city should not be locoied ot the site

of Monfe Albon. In oddition, the theory occounls for the

confent of the slone corvings ond the unusuol populotion

distribution, which is not uniform os we would expecf, but

is locoted in three discrete oreos.

Locotlon
Monte Albon wos founded on on isoloted hilltop. There

is no evidence of o woter supply onywhere on the over

l l O O  f e e t  h i g h  h i l l .  A l l  w o f e r  w o u l d  h o v e  h o d  t o  b e

loboriously corried from the volley floor. There ore no

k n o w n  r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  o s  o b s i d i o n  o r  m i n e r o l s  w h i c h

might  hove o t t roc ted  se t f lemen i .  Whi le  mosf  o f  the

hilliide oreos hove been terroced ond some of this oreo

wos cuftivoted (obovl 37"), neverlheless, fhe hil l  con nof

be considered o suifoble ploce for ogriculture. Therefore,

lock of wqler, resources or sufficient form lond would

effectively rule ouf the choice of the Monte Albon hil l  os o

seillement for ony of fhe normol reosons.

A n o t h e r  t h e o r y ,  i n  o d d i t i o n  t o  B l o n t o n ' s  m i l i t o r y

ollionce theory, could be thof Monte Albon wos o regionol

morke t  ond/or  p roduc t ion  cen ie r .  However ,  Monte

A l b o n ' s  i n o c c e s s i b i l i t y  w o u l d  s e e m  f o  r u l e  o u t  f h e s e

reosons.
Le t  us  now cons ider  iwo foc lo rs  in  suppor t  o f  the

militory copitol theory. Blonton's theory colls Monte Albon
q  d i s e m b e d d e d  m i l i t o r y  c o p i f o l .  H e  p o i n t s  o u t  f h o f

"disembedded copitols ore typicolly locoled in neulrol

ptoces, owoy from existing centers of power, in order fo

ovoid ougmenting the influence 9f ony one of the existing

centers ot the expense of the others (1978:39)." lf lhe

three orms of the Volley of Ooxoco eoch rePresenfed one

of the porlies fo the proposed militory ollionce, then the

locotion of Monte Albon in the oreo where these three

orms io in  logether  wou ld  opPeor  fo  so f is fy  the

requirement of neutrolity. The second reoson supporf'

ing fte militory copifol theory is thot this fype of speciol

diiembedded copitolwould hove been supporfed by toxes

thus  f ree ing  the  cho ice  o f  the  s i te  f rom normol

considerotions of locol wofer supply ond food production.

Contrnl of thc ftonc corvlngr
Re l ig ious  themes dominofe  Mesoomer icqn s lone

corving, including sifes in fte Volley of Ooxoco, with fhe

exception of Monfe Albon, which hos more corvcd sfone

monuments thon ony oiher site in fhe volley. The corved

stone monuments ot Monfe Albon deol only wift militory

themes from Periods I through lllo. In o study of these

themes, Joyce Morcus (1976:133) soys

The fundomenlol theme of Monte Albon I fhrough lllo sculpture
con be chorocter lzed oc perto ln lng to ml l l tor icm: The s lo in

coptlver of Perlods I ond ll, the ploce rlgnr of conquered townc of

Period ll, ond lhc nomcr ond/or dolcc, plul ploce rlgnr, of bound

coplivec of Porlod lllo.

The sloin coptives mentioned by Morcus ore lhe fomous
Donzonfes. These unusuol figures (Fig. 7) hove be6n fhe
subiect  of  d iscussion for  o long l ime wi th vor ious
interpretolions given. The leoding viewpoinf lodoy is thot
the Donzonles represenl sloin coptives. A recent review of

(Contlnuod on Pogo 6)
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Morcus' poper soys this
Joyce Morcug'exccllcnt onolyrls of Prcclocclc lconogrophy In thc
Volley of Ooxoco provldcs lhc mosl convlnclng tuPPort to dote for
the wldely occepted nol lon thot mll l tor lsm wor thc prlnclpol

sculpturol lheme ot Monte Albon durlng Periodc I through lllA: $e
"donzonle3," "conqueEl glob8," ond rteloe reolly do rccm to deol
with conquett ond coPfure (Henderson 1978).

T l r e  p resence  o f  m i l i t o r y  t hemes  ond  t he  l ock  o f

re l i g i ous  t hemes  i n  i he  s l one  co rv i ng  o t  Mon te  A lbon

supports the militory ollionce theory in two woys. The

presence of militory themes implies thot militorism wos of

p r i m o r y  i m p o r l o n c e  o f  t h e  s i t e .  T h e  l o c k  o f  r e l i g i o u s

themes implies thot the site wos supPorted by more thon

one group, eoch wiih different outlooks on religion. li

oppeors thot the militory ollionce decided to sfick fo the
moin  purpose o f  the  s i fe ,  ond preserve  i t s  re l ig ious
neut ro l i t y  by  leov ing  re l ig ious  lhemes ou t  o f  s tone
corving.

Populotlon dlrtrlbutlon
Blon fonb survey  hos  de termined tho t  ins leod o f  o

unifoim disfribufion of fte residenfiol populotion on fhe
Monte Albon hi l l ,  there were three discreid oreos of
populotion. Anolysis of lhe ceromics from these lhree
oreos hos shown lhol lhe ceromics wiihin eoch oreo were
more  un i fo rm lhon be tween oreos .  Th is  "con be
interprefed to meon thot the subdivisions were ethnicolly
distinci ond os o result got their pottery from sePorote
cerorhic producfion cenlers (Blonton | 978:39)." Althou_gh

ceromics do vory with disronce in orchoeology, the oreo of
fie Monfe Albon hill is not sufficienily lorge to normolly
couse ceromic voriotion. The voriolion is much more likely
fo hove been coused by on ortificiol situofion such os the
proposed militory ollionce.

To summorize, Blonton oppeors lo hove presenled o
s l rong cose fo r  lhe  presence o f  o  mi l i to ry  o l l ionce o f
Monte Albon. However, Blonlon then goes on lo quesfion

his theory.
Thig model for the origins of Monte Albon rcorcely hor the 3lotut
of on "explonolory ckelch." While ll cecmc to occounl for thece
disporole ond reemingly ofhcrwirc incxpllcoble fqctr, lf hog
severe limitotionc. Firsl, we hove no idco whot soclctiec moy hove

been irtvolved in the developmcnt of the regionol polity (Blonfon

1978:39-a0).

Blonion conlinues olong this line.
A further ond more cerioug problem wift ftic model ig thot lt ho3
nothing lo soy oboul why o regionol pol i ty would hove been
formed during Perlod Eorly l. Apporenfly tome new milirory threot
oppeored ot thot t ime thot mode i t  worthwhlle for ceverol
socielies to ioin in o leogue, in splte of the cosls of such o polity,
one of which wus the conclruclion ond molnlenonce of the new
regionol copitol.  Whof wog the 3ource of the new menoce?
(Blonton 1978:40).

The cullure hisfory of the Book of Mormon fits in wifi

the pottern of life reveoled ot Monfe Albon ond does offer

some possible onswers to the obove questions.

BOOK OF T,IORIiON CORRETATIONS
Alrhough Monte Albon is closer fo the center of Book of

Mormon geogrophy fion Teotihuocon, it is still porf of
whot is btlieved ro be fie Lond Northword (Fig. l). The
Lond Northword wos the moin oreo where the Joredifes
were locoted until the nofion ended obout 200 B.C. The
culture history of Monte Albon I ond ll seems fo fit in with

this Joredite pottern. There is no disogreemenf omong

orchoeo log is ts  tho t  Per iod  I  i s  re lo ted  to  the  Olmec

culture, ond we believe thot the Olmec consiitute o port of

the  Jored i te  cu l iu re .  As  hos  been demons i ro fed  in

previous issues of the Zorohemlo Rccord, there is o strong

cor re lo t ion  be fween whot  i s  known orchoeo log ico l l y
qbouf Olmec cuhure history ond whot is known from fhe

Book o f  Mormon obou l  Jored i te  cu l tu re  h is fo ry  ( fo r

exomple,  see Book ol  Mormon ond Mcroomcrlcon

Archoco logy  Out l lnc r  Comporod,  l ssue No.  5 ,  ond

Tronrocconlc Contocl, lssue No. a). Therefore, we con soy

it is possible thot Monfe Albon Period I wos reloted to the

Joredite culture. This period is esfimoted to end oround

2OO 8.C., obout ihe some time thof fhe Joredites ceosed io

be on integroted culture. This is one poini of correlolion.

Agoin, there is no disogreemenf omong orchoeologisfs
thot Monte Albon ll is choroclerized by fie orrivol of o
smoll group of elite people who become dominonl over
the more numerous inhobitonis of Monte Albon ond the

Volley of Ooxoco. This potiern of o smoll group coming in
ond ossuming leodership over o lorger grouP reminds us
of the potiern exhibited by Mosioh ond his followers when
they  become the  dominont  cu l tu re  over  the  more
numgtoug Mulekires in the Lond of Zorohemlo. This is nol

lo soy thot Monte Albon is locoied in the Lond of
Zorohemlo ond is the ploce where Mosioh first met the

Mulekites. Roiher, the point to be remembered is lhof

orchoeology hos described o culture potlern, one exomple
of which is olso found in the Book of Mormon.

Thirdly, orchoeologists soy ihot the elite group come
from the south - Chiopos or Guolemolo. According to the
prevoiling theory on Book of Mormon geogrophy, Chiopos
ond Guotemqlo ore locoled in the Lond Southword. This is
the originol locotion for the Mulekiles, Lomoniles ond
Niph i te i  ond th is  i s  where  we wou ld  expec t  on  e l i te
group lo come from.

Who then were  the  Per iod  l l  ru le rs?  We con on ly
speculote of fiis point in fime. They could hove been o
group of Lomonifes from the Guotemolo highlonds. They
could hove been Mulekites or even Nephites from the
southern Moyo lowlonds of Chiopos ond Guoiemolo. The
moin orchoeologicol clue to this mystery seems fo be in
ihe ceromic ossembloge known os fhe "Q Complex." This
unique ceromic ossembloge is found both in lhe southern
Moyo lowlonds  ond in  the  Guotemolo  h igh londs .  The
ceromics forming fhe "Q Complex" were flrst described
from the sile of Holmul (Merwin ond Voillont 1932) in fte
southern Moyo lowlonds. Unfortunolely, fhe concepf of

the "Q ComplCx" hos noi olirocted puch ottention ond
does not seem to be e porf of curreni reseorch. lf remoins
to be seen if there is enough informotion obouf the doting
ond disfr ibut ion of  "Q Complex" cerom-ics to provide
further informotion on the identiry of fhe Monfe Albon
Period l l orrivols.

T h e  s l i g h t  d e c l i n e  i n  p o p u l o t i o n  f o r  P e r i o d  1 l  i s  i n
h o r m o n y  w i f  h  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  f  h e  J o r e d i t e  p o p u l o t i o n .
However ,  fhe  length  o f  t ime oss igned to  Per iod  l l  by
Blonlon, 400 yeors (200 B.C. - A.D. 200) is foo long lo be
useful, especiolly when we consider thoi there were two
moior  popu lo f ion  reduc t ions  w i th in  th is  spon- the
Joredite decline ond the destrucfion of the wicked during



the greot upheovol of the time of the crucifixion of Chrisf.

Nevertheless, it is significont to us thot there wos o slight

populotion decline during Period l l since Monte Albon

overoll shows o pottern of growth from the beginning

through Per iod l l lb.
One more possible correlofion should be meniioned

before we le6ve Periods I ond ll. Most of the Donzonles

were corved during Period l, on Olmec (Joredite) period

which ends oround 2OO B.C. lf fhe Donzonfes do in foct

r e p r e s e n t  c o p t u r e d  l e o d e r s ,  t h e n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i h e

D o n z o n t e s  o l  M o n i e  A l b o n  f i t s  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n

poilern of infense worfore oround 200 B.C. The Joredite

poftern of worfore from 600-200 B.C. would provide o

reoson why Monte Albon moy hove been originolly settled

os o mi l i tory copi to l .
T h e  b e s t  c o r r e l o l i o n  f o r  P e r i o d  l l l  t o  t h e  B o o k  o f

Mormon pottern is in the chorqcterizofion of Period l l lo os

o n e  o f  r e l o l i v e  s i m p l i c i t y  h o v i n g  o  c l o s s i c  o r t  s l y l e  i n

controst to Period l l lb os o fime of enormous prosperity

ond eloborofion hoving o boroque ort style. Period l l lo

b e g i n s  i n  t h e  G o l d e n  A g e  w h i c h  w o s  o  t i m e  o f  g r e o t

s p i r i f u o l  e n l i g h f e n m e n t  w h e n  h u m o n  v o l u e s  w e r e

uplifted. Simplicify is o fitt ing term to describe o culture

d u r i n g  i t s  s p i r i t u o l  p e o k .  I n  c o n f  r o s t ,  t h e  e n o r m o u s

prosperify ond eloborotion of Period l l lb which occurs

ofter the Golden Age, describes q culture whose hope

seems to l ie in the works of their own honds. Archoeology

m e o s u r e s  p r o s p e r i t y  b y  t h e  m o s s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e

orchitecfure. Unrighteous Lomonite rulers presided over

t h e  c o n s t r u c l i o n  o f  o n  i m p r e s s i v e  o m o u n t  o f  n e w

o r c h i t e c f  u r e  i n  m o n y  o r e o s  o f  M e s o o m e r i c o  o f t e r  t h e

destruction of the Nephite culture. Art hisforions tell us

thot ort styles, l ike cultures, olso poss through stoges' The

stoge when ort is ot its best is colled the clossic stoge. This

is when ort is clossified os simple in controsi to the next

stoge which is clossified os boroque or cluitered with

eloborote detoils. Boroque orf is viewed os o decline in

ortistic ochievement from clossic orf. Thus, wG see thot

ortistic ochievement ot Monte Albon reoched its peok ond

begon its decline during those fimes predicted by the Book

o f  M o r m o n .  P e r i o d  l v  o r i  i s  c l o s s i f i e d  o s  d e c o d e n t .

A l t h o u g h  f h i s  p e r i o d  t o k e s  p l o c e  o f t e r  t h e  B o o k  o f

Mormon ends, i i  continues fo follow the predicfed potfern:

the further o people ore from the l ight of Chrisf, lhe more

they decline in every ospect of their culture'

SUMIAARY

The culture history from Monte Albon ond the Volley of

ooxoco, l ike thof from Teotihuocon, fits in nicely with the

p o t t e r n  p r e d i c t e d  b y  t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  T h e  o l m e c

presence in Period l, t lre evidence of worfore, followed by

ih .  o r r i vo l  o f  o  new peop l ,e  t rom the  sou ih ,  f  he  greo t

qchievemenfs of Period l l l  corresponding to the time of

rhe Golden Age, followed by o decline, ogoin preseni o

s e q u e n c e  o f  i u l t u r e  h i s t o r y  f  h g t  f o l l o w s  t h e  B o o k  o f

Mormon too closely to be coincidentol. Yet, there ore sti l l

some oreos fo be fi l led in. We sfi l l  need to exercise fqith in

t h e  B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  w e  o r e  n o t  y e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f

knowledge in oll oreos. Nevertheless, Mesoomericon

orchqeology is providing those with o deslre to believe

with enou-jh "substonct" to continue up the lodder fo

belief, foith ond knowledge. o
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..FEAST UPON THE WORDS OF CHRIST"
By Thelono Sfevens
Continued from poge I

would press me tor more informotion, bocking me info o

c o r n e r ,  o s  i t  w e r e ,  I  w o u l d  g r o w  o n g r y  o n d  s o y  c r o s s

things, resulting in orguments. After this hod gone on for

o *hil", I decided it wos terrible to be quorreling obout

rel ig ion,  of  o l l  th ings!  |  th ink Fred decided the some thing

obout fhe lome time, os we never hod o fuss ogoin over

religion. He iust stopped osking questions.

L i v i n g  i n  o  b i g  c i t y  w i t h  n o  o s s o c i o t i o n  w i t h  m y  o w n

church members,  lwos iust  dr i f t ing olong with the wor ld.  I

hod known for o long time ihot I should sfudy but I found

mony excuses to the repeoted urgings, such os, "l don'f

h o v e  o n y o n e  t o  s t u d y  w i t h  m e , "  o r  " l  d o n ' t  h o v e  o

teocher," or "l don'f feel l ike it. l f I hod beiter heolth I

would sfudy," but in spite of my excuses I continued to feel

fhe promptings ond urgings. Then one doy I come to o full

r e o i i z o t i o n  t h o t  I  e i t h e r  h o d  t o  s e t t l e  d o w n  o n d  s t u d y

o b o u t  t h e  c h u r c h  o n d  i t s  t e o c h i n g s  o r  i u s t  g i v e  i f  u p .  I

would never give up the church ! So in deep confrif ion, I

told the tord thot I would study one hour o doy ot thot

t ime.
But where would I stod? | thought I should begin wifh

the Bible, recognizing ihe Bible os fhe foundoiion of oll

S c r i p f u r e .  I  w r o f e  t o  t h e  D e p o r t m e n t  o f .  R e l i g i o u s

Educotion in Independence for o Bible course by our own

c h u r c h .  T h e y  r e p l i e d  f  h o t  f  h e y  d i d  n o t  h o v e  o n y t h i n g
q v o i l o b l e l  5 0  |  i u r n e d  t o  t h e  B i b l e  i i s e l f .  I  s e o r c h e d

t h r o u g h  l h e  c o n c o r d o n c e  o n d  r e f e r e n c e  s e c f  i o n s  o n d

chose some Bible stories I thought I should know so os lo

be oble io tell them to our young doughfer os she grew uP,

ond I  mode o l is t  o. tso of  o number of  possoges which I

thought lshould memorize.  Foi fhful ly l i r ied,  but  I  dreoded
(Continued on Poge 8)
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thof hour eoch doy. I found it most diff icult ond trying.
Actuolly, I leorned precious l itt le during the next severol
months. Then one doy I reolized thot I hod never once
osked God'shelp! lt wos fhen ftot I storted eoch study
s e s s i o n  w i t h  o  p r o y e r  t h o r  G o d  w o u l d  h e l p  m e  t o

understond whot I reod ond soughr to leorn. After thot I
got olong much better, ond I reolly become inferested in
fhe fhings I wos finding. In foci, fhere were fimes fhot I
b e c o m e  s o  t h r i l l e d  o v e r  s o m e t h i n g  I  r e o d  t h o t  l o t e r  I
would wont to reod it ogoin, only to discover thot I could
not f ind it. After fhis continued for sometime, I suddenly
reolized one doy thot I hod not once osked God to help me
to remember whof I leorned ond where I found it. To my
d o i l y  p r o y e r ,  t h e n ,  w o s  o d d e d  o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  h e l p  t o
remember. lt wos then thot I reolly begon to grow! Soon I
hqd to stort wotching fhe clock ogoin, os I wqnted to stoy
w i f  h  m y  b o o k s  t o  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  o t h e r  d u t i e s .  H o v i n g
g r o w n  i n  u n d e r s f o n d i n g ,  I  w o n t e d  t o  s h o r e  f h e s e
wonderful things with others, but no one wonted to l isten.
I hod spoiled things so thol my husbond wouldn't lislen to
onylhing I hod to soy obout religion, ond oll my neighbors
ond friends brushed me off when I tried to speok of these
things to them. Then, one doy I sforted proying fhot God
would somehow permit me lo shore these fhings with
ofhers. Thot proyer continued for o long fime.

Severol yeors possed, in foct, obout nine of lhem, ond
lhen something wonderful hoppened.My husbond wonted
to visit Independence. We come here on o visit, ond while
here  he  sow some proper ty  he  wqnted  to  buy  os  on
investment. He hod no intention ot oll of l iving here. Yef,

within the yeor we were l iving in Independence. He wos

slill not o member, though he did occept the gospel three
yeors of ter  we mov_ed here,  ond wos ordoined io lhe
priesthood sometime loter. We hod our hoppiest yeors

togefher offer his bopfism, unti l his deoth in 1964.
Wifhin fhe yeor ofter our moving to Independence, I

w o s  o s k e d  t o  h e l p  o u t  i n  t h e  D e p o r l m e n t  o f  R e l i g i o u s
E d u c o t i o n  ( o s  i t  w o s  c o l l e d  t h e n ) ,  d u r i n g  o  t i m e  o f
emergency. I ihought it would be o temporory thing, but

octuolly I wos there for obout twenty-five yeors-more

thon twelve yeors doing Leodership Troining work, ond
then ot the requesf of the Firsf Presidency I developed the
progrom of Services to the Blind ond worked in lhis oreo
for neorly fhirteen yeors.

Sometime ofter I ioined the Deporfment of Religious

Educotion, I wos sent on on ossignment to onother stote
for o District Church School Institute. As I wos tolking fo
the ossembled group one morning, I urged uPon them the
necessity for studying ond becoming fomilior with fhe
Word of God. I recolled mentolly my own diff iculties in

s t u d y i n g ,  s o  I  s o i d  t o  i h e m  f  h o t  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  I  h o d
found it very hord to study, but I osked God to help me to
comprehend qnd understond whot I sought to leorn, ond
he dld. Then I qsked him to help me to remember whot I
reod qnd studied, ond he dld.

As my undersfonding ond love of it oll grew, I begon
p r o y i n g  t h o t  G o d  w o u l d  p e r m i f  m e  s o m e h o w  t o  s h o r e
these things with others (olwoys thinking porticulorly of
t h e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s ) .  A s  I  l o o k e d  o u t  o v e r  f h o t  l o r g e
group thot morning, I reolized how he hod done iusf thot,
ond lsqid, "And he did." Just fhen God spoke to my mind.
H e  s o i d ,  " D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  o l l  t h o s e  y e o r s  t h o t  y o u
proyed to serve me ond my people? | could nof onswer
those proyers unti l you hod studied ond leorned whot you
must know before I could use you where I chose fo." I
hung my heod with shome, remembering how slow I hod
b e e n  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  G o d ' s  u r g i n g s  o n d  h o w  l o n g  i t  h o d
token me to leorn the things which I hod felt prompted lo
sfudy.

I om sti l l  seeking io leorn the things of God which he
h o s  p l o c e d  i n  o u r  h o n d s .  l o m  s t i l l  r e i o i c i n g  o v e r  t h e
discoveries which I often moke when engoged in proyerful
study, ond lsti l l  recognize the necessity of including in my
proyer  the  th ree  phoses  o f  my proyer  deve loped long
ogo-the proyer to understond, lo remember, ond to shore
with ofhers these wonderful truths.l
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