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IIASSIVE GUATEMALA SITE SHOWS GREAT PROI'IISE
By Roymond C. Trcot

Flg. l-llop ol Sourhrrn tooonodco rhowlry fhr locotlon ol Tlkol ond El Mlrudor.
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tflfn"n"ver the Clossic Moyo Civilizoiion is discussed,
ottention noiurolly lurns io fte lorge sife of Tikol (Fig. I ),
the best-known Clossic Moyo ceremoniol cenler. How-
ever, obout 80 miles northword from Tikol is the even
lo rger  s i te  o f  E l  M i rodor  (o l so  co l led  M i rodor )  wh ich
meons "the lookout" in Sponish. El Mirodor is locoted in
Guofemolo obout four miles south of the Mexicon border.

Excovo t ions ,  under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  B r ighom Young
University orchoeologist Roymond Motheny, begon ot El
M i rodor  in  eo r l y  1979 .  A t  the  end  o f  rhe  f i r s t  f i e ld
seoson, Mofheny ond five students presented reports
before neorly 400 government officiqls, leoders ond the
pub l i c  i n  Guo temo lo  C i t y .  Th is  wos  the  lo rges t
o rchoeo log ico l  mee i ing  in  Guo temo lon  h is to ry .  The

(Contlnued on poge 2)
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meeting received notionol television coveroge ond front
poge heodlines. Mofheny received o stonding ovotion
w h e n  h e  e n c o u r o g e d  f h e  g o v e r n m e n f  t o  d e s i g n o f e  E l

M i r o d o r  o s  o  n o f i o n o l  p o r k .  T h e  c o o p e r o f i o n  o f  t h e

Guofemolon government should be o greot qsset to the El
Mirodor proiect.

El  Mirodor hos l2 pyromids ond over 200 bui ld ings.
E o c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  l o r g e s t  p y r o m i d s  h o s  o  b o s o l
c i r c u m f e r e n b e  o f  o b o u t  3 0 0 0  f e e l ,  w h l c h  i s  s i x  t i m e s
l o r g e r  t h o n  o n y  o f  f h e  g r e o t  p y r o m i d s  o f  T i k o l .  T h e
p r e l i m i n o r y  p o p u l o t i o n  e s f i m o l e  f o r  E l  M i r o d o r  t s
40,000-80,000 which would moke it olmost twice os lorge

os Tikol. El Mirodor is certoinly one of the lorgest sites
k n o w n  f r o m  t h e  s o u f h e r n  M o y o  l o w l o n d s .  T .  P o t r i c k

C u l b e r t ,  o n e  o f  f h e  c u r r e n t  l e o d i n g  M o y o n i s f s ,  l i s t s  E l
Mirodor os qn exomple of o mossive site olong wifh four
others-Tikol, Yoxchilon, Polenque ond Copon (Culberr

1 9 7 3 : 6 5 ) .  W h e t h e r  l o r g e r  s i t e s , o r e  f o u n d  o r  n o t ,  E l
M i r o d o r  c l e o r l y  w o s  o n  i m p o r l o n t  c i f y  d u r i n g  B o o k  o f
Mormon times. Newrweek, July 16,1979 quofes Motheny
os soying thot "lt is one of the greofest concenfrofions of
publ ic orchi tecture in the oncient wor ld."

While the existence of El Mirodor hos been known for o
l o n g  t i m e ,  i f  w o s  o n l y  i n  1 9 7 9  t h o t  e x c o v o l i o n s  w e r e
begun of fhe sife os mentioned obove. Sylvonus Morley,
the  fo ther  o f  Moyo orchoeo logy ,  ment ions  (Mor ley
1 9 3 7 - 3 8 ,  l : 1 0 2 )  f h o l  E l  M i r o d o r  w o s  f i r s f  s e e n  b y
representotives of the Americon Chicle Compony in 1926.
( l t  w o s  i n  l 9 2 l  t h o t  G e o r g e  S h u f e l d t ,  f r o m  t h e  s o m e
c o m p o n y ,  t o l d  M o r l e y  o b o u t  t h e  d e n s e  h o b i t o t i o n
f h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  M o y o  l o w l o n d s .  S e e  t h e
Zorohcmlo Record, lssue No. l, Clossic Moyo Populotion:
An Exomple of Convergence.) The next recorded visil wos
b y  o n  e x p e d i t i o n  o f  f  h e  C o r n e g i e  I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  |  9 3 2
(Ruppert ond Dension l943za9). The Cornegie Instifution,
for which Morley worked, wos responsible for most of the
eorly work in lhe Moyo oreo. The expedition wos only
oble to sfoy ol the site for o few hours.becouse they were
unoble to locoie o woter supply. lon Grohom wos next lo
visit fhe site. He wos oble to spend l0 doys surveying El
Mirodorduring Morch ond April of 1962 which resulted in
the first reporl on the siie (Grohom 1967).

A  t o t o l  o f  l 8  o r c h o e o l o g i s t s  o n d  g r o d u o t e  s t u d e n f  s
p o r t i c i p o t e d  i n  l h e  f  i r s t  f  i e l d  s e o s o n  o f  t h e  E l  M i r o d o r
proiecf. The group wos flown fo the sile by o Guofemolon

I
FRAA

NOTICE OF ANNUAT MEETING
T h e  o n n u o l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  F o u n d o f i o n  f o r

R e s e o r c h  o n  A n c i e n f  A m e r i c o  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n
S u n d o y ,  J q n u o r y  2 7  o l 2 : 3 0  p . m . ,  P o r f  r i d g e  H o l l ,
Floor A, Stone Church. In oddi t ion to the business
meet ing,  Potr iorch/Evongel isf  Roy E. Weldon wi l l
give on i l lustrqied lecture, "The Deeps of the Three
Slondord Books."

The FRAA occepted the offer of the Zorohemlo
Reseorch Foundot ion to use fhis issue fo publ ic ize
the FRAA onnuol  meet ing.

Flg. 2-liop of rho El lllrodor oroo (oltrr Grohom 1967).

governmenl helicopter. Five sfudents were corried in on
the first trip; however, the helicopfer wos nof oble to lond
becouse fhe londing pod prepored the yeor before hod
grown over by foll brush ond gross. The sfudenls hod to

iump obouf l0 feet inlo the gross ofter dropping fheir
g e o r .  T h e y  t h e n  c l e q r e d  t h e  p o d  o n d  w o i t e d  f o r  t h e
h e l i c o p f e r  f o  r e t u r n .  T h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c o u i d n ' t  r e i u r n ,
however, becouse of bod weother so it wos relurned to
use by the Guoiemolon ormy. Then, becouse of concern
for the sofefy of the five stronded studenis, lhe Presidenf
of Guotemolo, Generol Romero Lucos Gorcio, intervened
ond provided o helicopter to corry in the remoinder of the
teom ond their supplies. The oirl i f i  wos oble to resume
five doys ofter fhe first trip. Two studenfs, while fhey were
w o i t i n g  t o  b e  c o r r i e d  i n ,  m o d e  o  r o p e  n e f  c o p o b l e  o f
holding 800 pounds of corgo. They olso invented o clever
drop releose which would ollow fhe helicopler to releose
the lood withoul londing. lt took ten doys to corry in fhe
remoining suppl ies.  Fol lowing fhe in i t io l  o i r l i f f ,  suppl ies
for the expedition were flown info Cormelito (Fig. 2), the
neorest  iungle v i l loge, by DC-3 ond then houled by mule
troin on o three-doy 40 mile frip to fhe sife. One of the
obiecfives of the first seoson's work wos the construclion
of on oirf ield ot lhe sile to focil i tote resupply of future
expeditions. Neorly 7000 trees were removed. Most of the
trees were very hord wood ond mony were over 60 feef
to l l .

B e c o u s e  o f  t h e  m o n y  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d ,  f h e  f i r s f
seoson of orchoeologicol work in on isoloted iungle oreo

(Continued on poge 7)



lhenlwosoleen.oger
In high school lt sud-
denly downed on me

thot the reoson I wog on
R.L.D.S. church member ond o
bellever In the Book of
Mormon wos becouse I hod
been apoon-fed my religion
by my porents f rom chi ld-
hood. I  reogoned, perhopr
correctly so, lhol the ronch
nexi to my fother's in the
coosl ronge in norihern Coli-
lorniq wqs owned by o Poriu-
guese fomi ly  who were
Cqtholic for fte some reoson
thot I wos R.L.D.S.-they hod
been spoon-fed the foith of
Cotholicism from their child-
hood. The ronch nexf to the
Portuguese wos owned by
Joponese who were Bud-
dls fs-ogoin for  fhe some
rooson I  wos R.L.D.S.  They
hod inher i ted i t  f rom thei r
forebeors.

It  then occurred to lne,
"Why ghould I  be on R. [ .D.S.  s imply becouse of  the
hoppenstonce ond lotfery of life of hoving been born in on
R.L.D.S. home?" While in this frome of mind I osked one of
my high school leochers obout the Book of Mormon. Her
onswer indicoted Joseph Smith to be o deceiver ond the
Book of Mormon on lmoginory production. About this tlme
I hoppened to notice o news item of the discovery ol o
buried city in the iungles of Yucoion which wenl on lo soy
thot fie first of these buried cities of on qncieni civilizo'
tion in Middle Americo wos discovered by Stephens ond
Cofherwood in t 839. Thonks to fhe fomily oltor ond the
teochings in my hom*like o flosh I wos chollenged by
ihe reolizotion thot fte Nephite Record come off the Press
9 yeors before Sfephens ond Cotherwood's  notoble
discovery ond lhot the Book of Mormon wos ohrod of ltr
l lmc  in  desc r ib ing  two  mo io r  c i v i l i zo f  i ons  in  Anc ien t
Americq in hundreds of detoils for which ihere wos little
or no volidotion in 1830.

My mother colled me o "bookworm." I spent whot little
money cqme into my honds in buying Horotio Alger slory-
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books, which I intenrely en-
ioyed. Now ot | 5 yeorc of oge
I groduofed from Horoilo
Alger to Boncroff's Notlvo
Rocor ond Pregcoti's hlrtorieg
of Mexico ond Psru. I  wos
rhrilled fo discover the moun-
ting evidences of the hirtory
ond outhentlcity of rhe Book
of Mormon. Now iodoy,
December 22, 1979,65 yeors
lofer, hundreds of books ond
25 r r ips in lo  Lqt ln  Amer ico
loter, I om prepqred lo !oy, "l
know tho Book ol liormon lr
lruo." I  soy I know despite
John Dewey ond the oco-
demic world's downgroding
of the use of words l ike
"know", "obgolute", ond
"prove."

I know fte Book of Mormon
is true for two moior reosons
-lhe prophelic ond the oco-
demic;  the d i rec i  (sp i r i ruo l
oworeness) ond the indirect
(the scienti f  ic evidences);

ihe primory (witness of the Spiril) ond lhe secondory (the
wifness of scholorly evidences).

Since lg4g ond pubticotion of CDthor Shop, lhere hove
been t  I  bookle ls  ond books involv ing the ocodemic
opprooch to this wondrous book of rhe Reslorot ion
involving 147,500 in print including Volume 2 of Book of
Mormon Clolmr ond Evldoncct fresh off the press. A
number of the obove books hove hod the oble ossislonce
of F. Edword Butterworth.

In view of the obove focts, it seems well in this brief
presenlofion to deol wiih the primory, direct, spirituol
experiences of why I know the Nephite Record is lrue.

Punlrhmont for Adultcry
Among my mony ongles of reseorch on the Nephire

Record is the Mosoic Low which the Nephites odhered to
unfil Christ's visif to them. t wos being sho*n through the
museum of  Lorco Hoyle in  nor thern Peru in  |  949 by o
groduote student of orchqeology from fhe University of

(Contlnurd on pop 4)
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Truiillo, Peru. The exhibits were divided inlo secilons. My
guide told me whof eoch exhlblt invobed guch os the oni-
mols, producls of ogriculfure, ond the digeoces fhey
suffered, including o depiction of on operollon, oll done In
potlery qf supcrb colorlng ond technique. Then come lhe
section on crimes ond punishmenls. Up to ftis moment,
my guide hod not singled ouf ony piece of poffery fol
commenl. He then wolked oyer close to the potleries
depicling crime ond punishmenls ond pbinfed out o pot
wiih o high spouf with o mon ond womon tied lo il. There
were specks scoi lered over the body of this piece of
potiery. My guide told me the specks represented sfones
ond the crime wos oduhery. lmmediorely I wos immersed
in the spirit of rhe Lord ond fhere come over me on inlense
oworeness of the divinity of ihe Nephile Record.

Elephontr - Mochlncry - Toolr
Historiqns ond orchoeologisfs hovb long been mysfified

os lo how immense slones weighing upwords of 390 tons
were quorr ied,  moved ond f i t  together  l ike o bot t le
sfopper os evidenced ol Cuzco, Peru ond Tiohuonoco,
Bolivio.

I knew there wqs evidence of elephonls In Mexico but I
d id  nol  know of  such in  South Amer ico. .Elder  Froncis
Anderson ond I were being shown through the nofionol
museum ot Lo Poz, Bolivio. Our guide wos fhe brother of
lhe Presidenf of Bolivio. A huge heod of on onimot with
tusks protiuding loomed oheod. Excited, I osked my guide,
"Que es 6so (whor is ftol)?" lmmediotely he'onswered,
"Lo cobezo de un elephonle (on elephont heod)." Once
ogoin os I hod come lo the end of onofher long rood of
reseorch I found the lord woifing fhere ro flood my soul
wi rh lhg in fense oworeness lhof  Joseph Smith wos o
prophet of God, thot fie Book of Mormon is frue ond thol
Jesus Christ is my Sovior ond your Sovior ond the Sovior of
the world.

Cllmblng Glcngolo
On fie lsthmus of Tehuontepec in Mexico there is o

huge flot mountoin. lf wos Augusl, 1953, ond there were
four of us including Joseph Anwoy of Rich Hill, Missouri,
my son Word, ond Ron Anderson olso of Rich Hill. lt wos
the hot time of the yeor. The humidiry wos sfifling. We
were visiting ruins not visifed before by Book of Mormon
scholors.  Our guide in  ihe fown of  Tehuontepec soid,
"Regreso cuondo el tiempo es meior (refurn when the
weother is befier)." We finolly "pclocd" him into being
our  guide.  Af fer  woding the Tehuontepec River  ond
wolking some consideroble dislonce we reoched the bose
o f  the  mounfo in .  Thd  c l imb ing  oheod  wos  s feep  os  o
stoirwoy-boulders ond brush. Two of the boys were nol
feeling equol to the climb so if wos ogreed fo leove one
guide, on ostislonf, wilh the ?wo in fte shode while Ron
Anderson ond myself proceeded up fhe mounfoin. Finolly
we reoched the first woll of three wolls fhot surround the
unexplored ruins on the mounloin-perhops on oncient
Godionton robber hold-ouf. After pousing to toke pictures,
I reolized I wos totolly exhousled ond unoble to proceed
on up to our desfinofion but os our guide got reody to
continue the climb l felt fhe Spirif come lo me ond I wos
sirengthened to proceed.

It wos some lwo weeks loter ond the four of ur were on
o f ro l l  over  lhe mounlo lns of  goulhern Guolemolo en
roule lo Copon, Honduros. Word ond Joseph Anwoy were
some 100 yords followlng In fhe reor. Ron Anderson ond I
were In the leod. Suddenly Ron turned to me ond rold,
"Roy, remember thot flrgt woll up to Glengolo?" I lold yet.
"When we reoched thot woll, I wog iololly exhqugled but
when the guide gtorted lo move, rhe.Splrlt come over mc
ond strengihened me." We hod both experlenced the
some visilqlion ot fie some flme. Uttle hod I rurpected
ftot Ron Anderson, o senlor ond mller for the Rlch Hlll
High School, would hove been iololly exhouiied og I wos
ond hove fhe some experience ol the gqme tlme ihc Lord
hod strenglhened me.

I tesrify thot ogoin ond ogoin og I hove come to ihe end
of o long rood of reseorchlng rome rpeclflc opprooch fo
thls morvelous book, I hove found my Lord wolilng lhere
to f  lood my soul  wi th  the knowledge f  hot  the Nephl te
Record is divine. The overwhelmlng oworenegr of the
historlcity ond outhenflclty of thc Book of Mormon ller
under my feet like rhe proverblol Rock of Glbrolter.l

Ordrr Your Copy Now Of

BOOKOFMORMON

"Buckeyg"
2705 Windsor

CtAIr[S AND EVIDENCES
ly Roy E. Wddon

ond
F. Edword'luttorvorth

Vof. I ,251poget 8t/zxl I $3.50
Vof . 2, 226 pogeg SYtxll S3.50

Order from:

or
School of Solntg
P.O. Box t23l

Independence, MO 64052 Independence, MO 64051

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The Zorohemlo Reseorch Foundotion ls o non-proflt,

fox-exempt corporofion chorfered under the lowg of the
sto le of  Missour i .  This  is  o non-church sponsored
ossociotion. A nroior qim of fhe Foundotion ls fo provide
informotion ond moferiqls io ossist in Book of Mormon
ministries. ZRF is open fo otl who desire fo improve thelr
undersfqnding ond use of the Book of Mormon.

A moior gool of fhis newslefier is fo provide o bridge of
understonding belween fhe scientific-oriented fleld of
orchoeology ond Book of  Mormon studies.  Keeping
obreost of orchoeologicol informotion is o full-time iob,
hence f  ew people ore in  o posi f  ion fo devote the f  ime
needed to th is  subiecf  . , .Yet ,  fhere is  o weol th o l
informotion ond enlightenment fhere thof remoins fo be
fopped.  This  newsle i ler  hopes to drow on the f  inds of
those who ore in o position to give time to these oreos of
reseorch ond moke this informotion ovoiloble to interested
church members.
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HOW BOOK OF mORi[ON STUDI

Tholono Slovonr toochlng o clottln Ghtcogo
ln 1946 _url1g hor nrw book, loot ol
tcnncn 3ftdl-.

TfrougL rared In o home with borh porents members of
lhe Rcorgonized Church of  Jegus Chr is f ,  my re l ig ious
Insfruclion wor decidedly limited becouse we lived in
lcololion from church privileges most of my growing up
yeoru. My delermlnotion wos to somedoy estoblish my
own home on o dlfferent bosls. My componion, of cource;
would be o lotter Doy Soint ond we would locote where
there were mony other memb6rs, preferobly in
Independence, Mlsgouri. These dreoms were not fulfilled
oi firsf becouge I morrled o mon who wos nol o member of
fhe church ond our  home wos es lobl ished in  Mlonni ,
Florldo where there wos lhen no congregotlon of rhe
church.  Thls  morr loge wo3 nol  conl roc led l ight ly .  l t
resulted from o splrltuol experience which come following
eornegl proyer obout lhe motfer, ond since Fred ond I hod
discusged religion more thon onything else during our
courtship, I thought the rplrituol experience meont thof he
would occept the church ofter we were morried ond oll
would be well.

When I  fe l t  so conf  ident  thot  Fred would occepf  f  he
church offer w€ were morried, I did not toke info occounl
my own inobility lo onswer his quesfions ond give him the
informotion which he demqnded. Not being oble fo otfend
my own church wos o decided hondicop. I could not toke
him there ond let him.leorn for himself. When he pressed
me for onswers fo his quesiions, my inodequocy prompfed
resenfmeni  on my por f ,  ond we of ien hod unpleosont
,rrords. The owfulness of quorreling over religion oppolled
me, ond one doy I determined thot it would not hoppen
ogoin. lf did nof, for Fred iust stopped osking quesfions.

Fred's work os chief siewqrd'on Vincenl Aslor's world-
going yocht iook him from home often for long periods
ond greof loneliness mqrked my life, Friends, sorry thot I
wos  o lone  so  much ,  sough t  to  d row me in io  the i r
oct iv i t ies,  but  I  preferred to remoin qt  home wi fh my
young doughter, for the octivities which they offered did
not sofisfy fhe inner longing I hqd for God ond ossociotion
with God's people.

CAME INTO BEING
By Thelono D. Sfevenc

Thclono ol hrr dcck In tho oudlforlum In 1949, whoro
che dldmort of hor wrlflng.

?r\.||b..--ft

I  hove hod very few dreoms lo which I could offoch
spirituol significonce but one of fiem come obout fiis
time. Through this meons come lhe convicfion rhof I hod
somefhing speciol to do regording fte Book of Mormon,
buf  iust  whot  ond how I  hod no ideo.  lock ing
circumslonces conducive lo study, if took me o long fime
lo.respond to the decided urgings wifiin fo sludy fte Word
of God. Finolly, one doy I wos mode lo reolize thot I wos

iusf drifting olong with fie world, ond thot I eifher hod to
leorn oboul my church or iust give it up. Thot brought me
lo moke o solemn promise ro God ftol I would sludy one
hour o doy, for I would never give up lhe church I told him.

My resolut lon lo study wos ocluol ly more thon I
borgoined for, os I did not know where lo begin ond I wos
still foced with fie problems which hod mode me defer
response fo the urgings to study which hod been with me
so long. My heolth wos extremely poor fhen; I hod nb one
fo s fudy wi th me;  I  hod no one to help me;  I  hod no
teocher. lt took me o long time to discover thot I hod o
wonderful teocher-'tmy Heovenly Fofher!

Strongely enough, fiough I hod hod the knowledge
given me thof lwould hove somefhing to do with fte Book
of  Mormon,  my eor l iest  e f for ls  of  ser ious study were
direcled to the Bible. My complete inodequocy coused me
lo wr i fe  to  fhe Deporfment  of  Rel ig ious Educot ion
(so-col led then)  ond osk for  mqter io ls  on fhe Bib le
produced by our own church. They onswered thot,they hod
nothing to offer me! This resuhed in my moking selecfions
from the index ond concordonce of my Bible, sfories lhof I
might leorn in order fo feoch our young doughter os she
grew up. I mode o list of such slories, ond olso lisled some
quoto t ions  fho f  oppeo led  fo  me wh ich  I  fe l t  I  shou ld
memorize. Then I sforted reoding the Bible, storting ol the
f  i rs t  o f  i t .  l t  wos mosf  d i f f  icu l t ,  for  my comprehension
seemed so limited ond I come to doubt my obility lo leorn
onything until it finolly downed upon mB thot I hod not
been osking for God's help. As I proyed to undeistond
(ond evenluol ly  th is  proyer  inc luded o Pet i f ion to

(Contlnued ort poge 6)
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remcmber whot I  lcorned ond where I found i t) ,  lhe
dreoded hour of trying to study olone govc woy fo glorlour
periods of enllghlenment ond ioy In whof I wos flnding In
ihe Scripture3.

Correspondence with the Deportment of Religious
Educofion from i ime fo t lme coused Brofher C. B.
Woodsfock, lhen director of the deportmenf, fo suggest
rhot if I should develop 3ome ouilines or oiher moieriols
whlch lhe church could use, I rhould let hlm know. Hence,
os my understondings grew, I kepr notes ond sought to
ryslemotlze them

The ihings lwos leorning thrllled me ond creoted such o
longing lo shore them thof I sought outlets omong my
friends, but for yeors rhey did nol show interesl in whof I
hod to soy ond Fred wos fotolly unresponsive for I hod
foiled him when he wos willing to leorn. Eornestly,l proyed
thot somehow God would permir me to shore wift others
some of those wonderful truths I wos discovering.

Yeors possed, oboul nine of lhem, os I conlinued my
seorchings ond studies of  God's  Word.  Then,  qui te
unexpeciedly, Fred wonted to visit Independence. Our trip
here resulted in his purchose of some properly which he
recognized os o good invesfmenf. He worned mb,
however, fhot he hod no inleni ion of l iv ing here. Yel,
before thot yeor wos over, we were l iving in
Independence! Three yeors loter Fred wos bopfized ond
loter ordoined to the priesthood. Whot hoppiness for us
both, which losted unfil his deoth in 1964.

We hod been living in Independence only o few weeks
when I bodly iniured on onkle. I hod tought o lesson on Job
fo o church school closs in one oJ the little tower rooms gl
fhe Stone Church. Leoving lhere, I c_ought o heel in o crock
in the f loor  qnd i t  threw me.  I  fe l l  down three steps,
crushing one side of qn onkle. This kepl me in bed six
months. ll wos during thol time fiof I puf my notes on the
Bib le fogether ,  so when the Deportment  of  Rel ig ious
Educolion osked for fhem, I hod them reody. Hod it not
been for thof occident, I would nol hove been reodyt

I wos iusl getfing oround ogoin when I wos osked to
ossist in the Deportmenf of Religious Educotion during on
emergency. Thot "l€mporory" service lengthened into
obout twenty-f ive yiors, oboul twelve of which were
spen t  i n  the  f  i e ld  o f  l eodersh ip  T ro in ing .  Then ,  o t  i he
requesf of the First Presidency, my otiention wos turned to
work for fhe blind, ond I developed the progrom which is
still in operotion, Services to the Blind.

Shor t ly  of ter  io in ing the Deportmenf  of  Rel ig ious
Educof ion,  they pr in t id  l lbb Sludlcr .  l t  wos so wel l
received fhot ftey osked me fo write something similor on
ihe Book of Mormon. I wos overwhelmed of the thought. I
could never do iuslice to thol wonderful book, the Book of
Mormon !  Yet ,  o  wormfh in  my bosom kept  me f rom
ref  us ing to t ry .  A deor  f r iend suggesfed thot  I  seek o
speciol blessing of rhe Lord for this work. Accordingly, I
wenl  fo  Brother  Hubert  Cose for  th is  purpose.  Whot  o
beoutiful proyer of blessing Brother Cose pronounced
upon my heod. As lwent hoppily home, I told the Lord it
wos o l l  good ond wel l  to  hove h is  servonf  proy so
beoutifully for me, ond I felt ossured of His help, but ot fhe
some time I knew thot I would hove to do something very
speciol myself. Hence, I promised thot I would fost from

breqkfost until the book wos wrltten. Also, I promlsed
never fo qtlempt io work on lf wlthoui flrst proylng for
direction. Those fwo promlses were kept folfhfully. The
Lord blessed me with sllmulollon of mind ond recoll of
th ings which I  hod studied eor l ier ,  ond the work
progressed ropldly, ro thof in slx monthr (less three doyr),
I turned over to the First Preeidency my monuscrlpt for
Book of Mormon Sfudlor. Whqt o shorp controgl to fie
nine yeors ond more thot hod gone Into Blblo Studlcrl

Those six monlhs of speciol writing were morked by
experiences whlch will olwqys remoln brlght In memory. I
sow no v is ions;  I  heord no voice inst ruct ing me.  Yet ,
definiiely I wos owore of help beyond myself. From the
slorl the work on the book wos unusuol in rhot I slmply
could nol develop on ouiline. I wos dependenf upon God
for eoch doy's underfoking. The first doy thot I sot down
with my moleriols befrore me, my Proyer wo3, "Lord, whot
do I do now?" The impression come fhot I should golher
together moteriols for which I hod olwoys hod to turn to
fo'reference. This ossembly of reference molerlol I qolled
" ln l roductory Reodings,"  which compr ise fhe f i rs t
ihirry-eight poges of the book. Thot being done, I osked,
"Whol next, Lord?"

I  fe l t  iho i  I  should begin wi th the eor l iest  people of
whom we hov6 record in fhe Book ol Mormon, the
Jorediies. In writing obouf the Joredltes, cerloin princlples
of  the gospel  which God hos used in  deol ing wi fh o l l
peoples of oll oges hod to be set forth in lesson form, ii
occurred to me, which meont thot nine lessons comprlred
thot eorl iest port of Book of Mornon Sludlu. l ' fel t
somewhof disturbed ot thoi, for lcould not gee how I could
possibly cover fhe resf of the Book of Mormon ond
condense i t  in to o one-yeor  s tudy cours€.  lock ing on
ouiline, I iust did nor know how to do it.

Seeking fhe Lord 's  help,  work then begon on fhe
Nephire migro l ion ond thei r  development  in  oncient
Americo. lf seemed logicol fo begin with on occounl of
their leoving the Old World ond their orrivol in the New
World,.their bringing records, ond the wriiing of their own
records.  Yet ,  i t  seemed to me thot  fhere should be o
speciol lesson on the bockground of ihe Nephiteg os fo
theif onceslry. This.is the subiect of lesson Twelve In Book
of Mormon Studlcr. At the close of o doy's work on fhis
lesson,  I  wenf  to  bed ond to s leep.  Dui ing t l fe  n ight  t
owokened, ond one cleor thought went through my mind,
offer which I promptly went to sleep ogoin. The firsf thing
in the morning, this some thought went ftrough my mind
ogoin, ond I remembered thot the some thought hod come
fo me during the night. The ihought wos, "The Lord gove
the lsroel i tes the lond which he promised them, fhei r
promised lond'. But this is o lond of promlro, nof only to
fhose whom God would leqd to this lond, buf lo the whole
world through the gospel." I tried for two doys somehow
to fit thot fhought inro the lesson I wos working on, the
oncesfry of the Nephites, but it iusi did not fit in there.
Giv ing up ot  the end of  the second doy,  I  re t i red of ter
osking God's direcfion ond hqd iust oboul gone to sleep
when my mind wos suddenly fil led with lighf qnd thoughts
beyond my own obilifies, I well knew. My husbond wos
ol reody os leep ond I  hest i to fed to turn on o l ight  ond
owoken him, so in the dork I grobbed my pencil ond pod
which were on ihe night toble beside me ond ioited down



roiher unsuccessfully some of the thoughts which flooded
my mind. In fhe morning, I osked fiot these thoughts be
relurned to me so thot I might be oble to use them os God
wished. I wos enobled fo recoll them os I developed the
nexl lesson. This is Lesson Thirleen, "The Lond of Promise
to the Righteous."

Lesson by lesson, God's direciion morked my efforls.
Often I felt thot I hod put everylhing I knew into o lesson
ond even soid oloud ot t imes, "There is nofhing left for
onofher lesson," but olwoys ofter proyer, thoughts come
ond the work continued. Not unfi l working on whot we
term the New Tesloment of the Book of Mormon wos I
o b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  s e m b l o n c e  o f  o n  o u f l i n e  f o r  t h e
remoinder of the lessons.

Finolly, one doy I colled the work finished, ond os I sot
of my desk wiih the monuscript before me, I look up the
Book of Mormon. lt fell open of Elher, rhe fifrh chopter. My
eyes l it on verses 39 ond 40. I reod: "And now, l, Moroni,
b i d  f o r e w e l l u n t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  y e o ,  o n d  o l s o  u n l o  m y
b r e t h r e n  w h o m  I  l o v e ,  u n t i l  w e  s h o l l  m e e f  b e f o r e  t h e

iudgmenf seof of Christ, where oll men sholl know thot my
gorments ore nof spotted with your blood; ond fhen sholl
ye know thof I hove seen Jesus, ond thot he hoth tolked
wiih me foce to foce, ond thot he iold me in ploin humility,
e v e n  o s  o  m o n  t e l l e t h  o n o i h e r  i n  m i n e  o w n  l o n g u o g e ,
concerning fhese lhings."

" ln ploin humil i ty .  .  . "
The Chrisf, who hod done everyihing, exoctly os his

F o t h e r  h o d  c o m m i s s i o n e d  h i m  !  H e  h o d  n o t  m o d e  o n e
single mistoke. He hod left nothing undone. He gove his
life in supreme socrif ic+lhe perfeci offering ofter o
sinless, perfect l i fe. Yet, he could come to Moroni, o lonely
s e r v o n t  o f  h i s  t r y i n g  t o  f  u l f  i l l  h i s  m i s s i o n  u n d e r  g r e o f
diff iculties, evidenfly needing ministry. Chrisi oppeored to
him, ond tolked wi ih him "foce lo foce in ploin humil i ty."  l f
ever o being hod the right to feel self-elotion, surely Christ
h o d  t h o t  r i g h t  !  Y e t ,  h e  w o s  h u m b l e .  T h e  o w f  u l n e s s  o f
pride entering into the heort of ony humon being wos

oppoll ing. How dore we puny humon beings, with oTl our
foult-s ond limitqlions ever toke ony honor or glory unto
ourselves !

I proy thot I sholl never forget the experience ond the
lesson which wos etched upon my mind. Actuolly I feel
exlremely impersonol obout onything I hqve ever written,
for I know full well thot God gove me fhe understonding
o n d  w h o t e v e r  o b i l i t y  I  h o v e  f o  e x p r e s s  t h e s e  u n d e r .
sfondings, for which I osked Him. So, no credit is due me,
ond of course the Scriptures ore oll his. Poul osked, "Whot

hos thou fhot thou didst not receive?" (l Corinthions 4:7.)
I t  is  o l l  His work.  I  om only o tool  in God's honds, ond I  om
st i l l  seeking to be ovoi loble for  Him to use os He sees f i t .

Edltor'r Nole: Since the Book ol Mormon Sfudler firsf
come out ihere hove been l2 pr int ings,  o totol  of  16,184

copies pr inted. This book is st i l l  ovoi loble f rom Herold
House. I

MASSIVE GUATEMATA SITE from poge 2

musl be moinly devoted to construcling o comp. One thing
thot wos done qf El Mirodor to improve living conditions
wos to imporf o flock of chickens fo help reduce lhe insecf
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populolion. The insect repellont produced for "civil ized"
bugs did not work on the reol iungle voriefies !

As con be seen from Fig.2, El Mirodor is surrounded on
fhree sides by boios or low swompy oreos. One norrow
b o i o  o l m o s f  d i v i d e s  t h e  s i t e  i n  h o l f  .  T h e  w e s t  h o l f  i s  o
ploteou squore on fhree sides. The eosf holf is on o hil l .

There hove been no corbeled orches, so iypicol of the
M o y o  o r e o ,  f o u n d  s o  f o r  o f  E l  M i r o d o r .  T h i s  m o y  b e
becouse the  orch i tec tu re  i s  no t  very  we l l  p reserved,
probobly due fo poorly mode mortor. Some morfor wos
observed lo hove mud in it. lon Grohom nofes fhof "The
struclures of Mirodor ore exlremely impressive despite
their uniformly ruinous condition. They ore cerfoinly the
mos l  moss ive  in  the  Moyo oreo ,  ond there  ore  lo rge
consfruclions in greofer numbers here thon of ony other
known sile (Grohom | 967215)."

A lso  o f  no te  o re  fhe  mony cousewoys rod io f  ing  ou t
from El Mirodor. One cousewoy goes to the sile of Nokbe
obout eight miles to the southeosf ond onofher goes fo on
unrecorded sife morked "2" on the mop (Fig. 2), oboul
12.5 miles south-southwest. Severol other cousewoys fon
ouf northword to unknown destinolions. lt is nol known
yet whefher or not these cousewoys, which ore visible by
oir only in the boio oreos, conf inue os roqds in the uplond
oreos. There ore mony Moyo roods known so if is l ikely
they do. For exomple, lhere is o 62 mile.long_ {oyo rood
locoted obout 200 miles northeost of El Mirodor.

Like mony ofher siies in fhe soulhern Moyo lowlonds, El
Mirodor opporently begins during fhe 600-500 B.C. period.
l f  t h i s  i s  t h e  c o s e ,  t h e n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  E l  M i r o d o r
c o r r e l o t e s  w i f h  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  w h o t  i s  c o l l e d  t h e
Momom phose. This phose is known from o lorge port of

(Continued on pogC€)

Storles from lhe Book of Mormon filmstrips ore
n o w  o v o i l o b l e  t h r o u g h  C r e o t i v e  M i n i s f r i e s  I n c .
Severol yeors ogo fhe LDS Church developed o sef of
24 sound color f i lmstrips for use in iheir educotionol
system. These hove been re-releosed through this
Blue Volley Stoke corporolion wifh cossette tope
s o u n d t r o c k s  ( f o r  m o n u c i l  o n d  o u f o  o d v o n c e  m o -
chines). The complete set con be ordered for $95
( l e s s  t h o n  $ 4  p e r  f i l m s t r i p )  p l u s  p o s t o g e  f r o m
C r e o t i v e  M i n i s t r i e s  I n c . , 1 9 4 0 4  E o s t  H o l k e  R o o d ,
Independence, Missouri 64057.

Nephl Speokr

And now, my beloved brelhren, ofter ye hove gotten into this slroit
ond norrow poth, I would osk, if oll is done?

Behold, I soy unto you, Noy; for ye hove not come thus for, sove it were
by the word of Chrisf, with unshoken foilh in him, relying wholly upon fhe
merifs of him who is mighty lo sove;

Wherefore, ye musl press forword with o steodfostness in Christ,
hoving o perfect brightness of hope, ond o love of God ond of oll men.

Wherefore, if ye sholl press forword, feosfing upon the word of Christ,
o n d  e n d u r e  t o  t h e  e n d ,  b e h o l d ,  t h u s  s o i f  h  i h e  F o t h e r :  Y e  s h o l l  h o v e
elernol l ife. (2 Nephi l3:27-30)
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the southern Moyo lowlonds. lt is possible becouse of
timing ond locolion fhof El Mirodor is port of the Momom
phose. The onswer must owoif lhe ceromic study. The
timing ond chorocieristics of the Momom phose fit in well
with the orrivql of the Mulekiles, the losl of the three Book
of Mormon migrofions from the Old World.

Mosl of the 21,000 pieces of broken potfery (sherds)
collected in fhe firsf seoson foll wifhin the 300 B.C. - A.D.
100 period when o moiority of the lorge buildings were
constructed.  The most  in terest ing por t  o f  E l  Mirodor
culture history is in the opporent timing of its decline ond
qbondonmenf. There is evidence thof El Mirodor begon its
decline os eorly os A.D. 300. lf is esfimofed thot the sife
wos finolly obondoned obout A.D. 500. This is obout 400
yeors eor l ier  thon the genero l  obondonment  of  the
southern Moyo lowlonds.  At  presenf ,  there is  no
orchoeologico l  onswer os to why El  Mirodor  wos
obondoned so much eor l ier  thon mosf  o iher  southern
Moyo lowlond sifes.

From the Book of Mormon, we know ihere wos olmosl
constont  wor fore omong fhe lomqni tes of ter  the
destruction of the Nephifes In A.D. 384-5 (Mormon a:10).
Therefore, we would expect the qbondonmenf of the site
to'be linked to the politicol situotion. lf El Miroclor octuolly
begon its decline oround A.D. 300, it would be following
the Book of Mormon culture history quite closely, os the
peop le  d iv ided  ogo in  . i n  A .D .  231 .  Why  d idn ' t  i he
Lomonites choose lo continue the development of this
very lorge sile since they continued to live in ond odd ro
mony other sites in the soufhern Moyo lowlonds? We do
not know, bul the possibility exisis ihol El Mirodor hod
specio l  s ign i f iconce dur ing fhe Nephi te per iod,  q

significonce thot fhe Lomonifes chose io downploy. This,
of  course,  is  no more thon on hypoihesis ,  g iven the
preliminory siote of the El Mirodor evidence. However,
hypotheses ore o necessory step toword understonding
orchoeologicol evidence.

All in oll, El Mirodor promises fo be one of fhe more
interesiing sites to believers in fhe Book of Mormon. We
sholl be looking forword to the informotion Proceeding
from future field seosons.

The  new do to  coming  f rom E l  M i rodor  i s  ono ther
exomple of the literol explosion of informotion which is
coming from New Wodd orchoeology ond especiolly from

Mesoomerico, lhe prime oreo for the locotion of the Book
of Mormon. The culfure history of El Mirodor os reveoled
t h u s  f  o r  i s  p o r t  o f  o n  o n g o i n g  c o n v e r g e n c e  o f
Mesoorqer icon  orchoeo log ico l  do fo  w i fh  ihe  cu l tu re
history of the Book of Mormon. The foct thot there ore o
lol of geogrophicol ond orchoeologicol detoils in the Book
o f  Mormon ind ico tes  tho t  th i s  k ind  o f  i n fo rmof  ion  i s
worthy of study ond thot ii is ond will be o porf of God's
plon in preporing o people of greot foith ond power.
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