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I hod the good fortune to be born into o fomily who hod
been identified wifh the Restored Church of Jesus Christ
since lhe doy of Joseph Smith, Jr. I wos brought uP on

WHY I WROTE



Ffg. 2-tertorollon drowlng of Becon (oftor Wrbrtrr 1971).

Flg. 34rorr rocllonr of forrlflcotlonr ol Bocon ond Tlkol (ofior Wobrtor
r97.).

but ihis is precisely where the most severe erosion hos
foken ploce ( t976:89)."

Seven norrow cousewoys provided entronce into the
site. The following verses give us o grophic descripfion of
whot hoppened on cousewoys such os these in Book of
Mormon times:

Now behold, the lomonites could nof gef into their
fo r ts  o f  secur i ty ,  by  ony  o ther  woy sove by  the
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entronce, becouse of the highness of the bonk which
hqd been th rown up,  ond the  deprh  o f  the  d i tch
which hod been dug round obouf, sove il were by the

entronce. And thus were the Nephites prepored to

d e s t r o y  o l l s u c h  q s  s h o u l d  q t i e m p t  t o  c l i m b  u p  t o
enter  ihe  fo r t  by  ony  o ther  wo| ,  by  cos t ing  over
siones ond orrows ot them. Thus they were prepored;
y e o ,  o  b o d y  o f  t h e i r  m o s f  s t r o n g  m e n ,  w i t h  t h e i r
swords ond their slings, to smite down oll who should
ottempt to come into fheir ploce of security, by the
ploce of entronce; ond thus were prepored to defend
themselves ogoinst the Lomonites. And if come to
poss thot the coptoins of the Lomonites brought up
their ormies before the ploce of enfronce, ond begon
to contend with the Nephites, fo get into their ploce
of security; But behold, they were driven bock from
time to time, insomuch thof they were sloin, with on
immense sloughter. Almo 2lzl70-174

The Becon fortificofions provide o dromolic qrchoeo-

logicol vqlidqtion of the militory preporotions of Generol
Moroni. The woy in which o porticulor cuhure woges wor
is os much o porl of thot culture os ony other troit ond
helps to identify thot culture in time ond spoce. The Becon
defenses ore unmisiokobly o port of the poffern inifioted
Generol Moroni. In oddition, Becon is in or neor the oreo
where the Nephites fortif ied their cit ies. Chronologicolly,
the Becon fortificotions could hove been constructed in the
Pokluum phose which is doted obouf t $O a.C. ro A.D. 250.
There fore ,  no f  on ly  does  Becon prov ide  ev idence o f  o
s i m i l o r  p o t t e r n  b u t  c o u l d  v e r y  w e l l  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  v e r y
cii ies fortif ied during the time of Generol Moroni.A
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Flg. 4-la6onriructlon ol porf ol rho
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. . . fie Lomoniies could nof get into their forts of
secur i ty ,  by  ony  o f  her  woy sove by  the  en t ronce,
becouse of the highness of the bonk which hod been
thrown up,  ond the  depth  o f  the  d i tch  wh ich  hod
been dug round obout. . . Almo 2lzl70

. . . upon the top.of these ridges of eorth he coused
ihot fhere should be timbers; yeo, works of t imbers
builr up to the height of o mon . . . upon those works
of t imbers, fhere should be o frome of pickets built
upon the timbers . . . ond they were strong ond high;
ond he coused iowers to be erected thol overlooked
those works of pickeis . . . Almo 22:2,3

So we see fhot the Nephife fodificotions consisted of o
deep difch ond o high bonk wifh fimbers ond towers. We
know thot these fortificolions which Moroni mode in every
city in their borders were unique. lt wos o fociic never
used before by the Nephifes (Almo 2l : | 57) ond took the
Lomonites complefely by surprise. Certoinly Moroni wos
inspired to prepore his people in this monner.

F ive  yeors  lo te r  the  Lomoni tes  were  ob le  lo  toke
possession of o line of forrified Nephite cities from fhe cify
of Moroni, to the ciry of Nephihoh, to fhe cify of Lehi ondr
on to severol ofher cities.

And thus hod the Lomonites obtoined, by fhe cunning
of Amolickioh, so mony cit ies, by their numberless
hosls, oll of which were strongly fodified, ofter the
monner of the foilificotions of Moroni. Almo 23:33

In  occordonce w i fh  the  bes t  in fo rmot ion  present ly
ovo i lob le  on  Book o f  Mormon geogrophy ,  th is  l ine  o f
fo r t i f  ied  Neph i te  c i t ies  ex lended ocross  fhe  Yucoton

F[. l--tcp ol roulltom lleloonorfco rhowlng lccoflon ol loccn cnd
Tlkcl.

Peninsulo from the Loguno de Terminos on rhe Gulf Coost
of Compeche to the soufhern port of Belize (fig. l). Even
though we know lhe lond southword experienced greot
des t ruc t ion  ond  upheovo l  o round  A .D.  34 ,  we  con
reosonobly expecl  some evidence todoy of  Generql
Moroni's inspired fortificofions becouse the lond south-
word wos not os disfurbed os the lond norihword (3 Nephi
4 :  l 0 ) .

A l though  mos t  o f  the  l i f e  o f  onc ien f  peop les  i s  no f
recoveroble through orchoeology without wriften records,
ihe sheer size of the ditches ond the bonks should insure
enough preservoi ion to be recognizoble todoy.  The
qncienl Moyo siie of Becon (boy-KAHN) does hove such
evidence (Webster, 1974, 1976),

Becon is locofed in the center of the Yucolon peninsulo
obout | 50 kilometers (90 miles) north of the well-known
Moyo  s i f  e  o f  T iko l  ( f  i g .  I  ) .  (T iko l  o l so  hos  ev idence  o f
fortificotions. A 9.5 kilomefer or 5.7 mile diich protects its
noilhern side.) Becon is eosily occessible, being only 500
meters from the rood which runs eo3t-wesl ocross ihe
Yucolon Peninsulo. Before this rood wos constructed,
Becon  wos  qs  inoccess ib le  os  mos t  o f  the  s i fes  in  the
roinfor:ests of the soufhern Moyo lowlonds.

Becon wos first brought to the ottention of the modern
world by rhe Third Compeche Expedition of the Cornegie
Institution of Woshingfon in 1934 (Rupperf ond Denison
1943). Websfer's report on fhe fortificofions ore the result
of his work wifh the three-yeor Becon Proiecl which begon
in 1969 ond wos co-sponsored by the Middle Americon
Reseorch lnstitufe of Tulone Universify ond fhe Notionol
Geogrophic Society.

Becon (fig. 2) is o compocl site. The ditch oround the
site is 1890 mefers (obouf 1.2 miles) long. While the site is
considered smoll (46 ocres), the fortificotions represenf
one of the lorgest eorth moving proiecfs presently known
in Moyo orchoeology.

About 117,607 cubic mefers of fill were token from the
ditch during its originol construction. The bonk on the
inner  s ide  o f  the  d i t ch  con io ined  qbou f  8O,OOO cub ic
mefers of fil l. lt is estimoted thot lhis consfruclion would
hove required 352,821 mon-doys of work. This omounfs lo
70 doys work for 5000 men (figs. 3, 4).

The width of the ditch vories from | 2 fo 27 meters with
on overoge of l6 meters (52.5 feer). The overoge depth is
5.3 meters or obout 17.4 feel. Webster (1976:88) sfofes:
"To iudge f  rom the bedrock oufcrops which ore s l i l l
visible, the sides of the trough must hove been verticol or
neor  ver t ico l ,  s teep enough to keep ot tockers f rom
clombering up ihem." lt would not hove been possible to
get out of the ditch without o lodder.

The minimum width of the bonk obove the ditch is l0
mete rs  (32 .S  fee t ) .  In  mony  p loces ,  i f  i s  w ider .  The
overoge height is estimoted to hove been obout 5 feei,
Webster indicotes fhot on ottocker in the boitom of the
ditch would hove hod to scole o height of obout 37 feet to
reoch the top of the bonk. Webster believes fhere were
wooden polisodes on top of the bonk. He slofes: "l suspect
thot o polisode moy well hove existed but thot oll froces of
i t  hove been obl i teroted.  Aboui  fhe only  remoin ing
evidence would be o l ine of  post  holes or  so i l
discolorofions olong lhe oufer edge of the embonkmcnl,

GULF OF MEXICO

TAGUNA
DE TERI,IINOS

CARIBBEAN
SEA



THE ZARAHEMLA RECORD

"And ho thct wlll ml hondon hlr hrcrl, ic hhn lr glvon tho grocOor portlon ol tho word. . ." Almo 9:l!
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FROM ZARAHEMTA RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Shown to the left, is o somple from our
new full-color booklet, Overvlew of the
Book o f  Mormon.  The p ic f  u re  o f
Mormon's l ibrory on poge I is olso from
the booklel.

Mormon rrvbwr b rrcord for thc lort llmc.

BECAN:
A Dromotlc Volidotlon of

o Book of Mormon Worfore Pollern

By Roymond C. Treol

Aboui 73 8.C., Almo ll turns over the leodership of the
church ond the socred records to his son, Helomon. The
Nephites become proud ond rich ond wil l not l isten to
Helomqn. The leoder of  the rebel l ion is Amol ickioh. He
wonts io overthrow fhe governmenf ond become king.
M o r o n i ,  t h e  c h i e f  c o m m o n d e r  o f  t h e  N e p h i f e  o r m i e s ,
seeing this greot threot fo freedom, teors o piece from his
coof ond writes on it, "ln memory of our God, our religion
ond freedom, ond our peoce, our wives, ond our children."
H e  f o s t e n s  i f  t o  o  p o l e  o n d  g o e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l o n d
enlisfing oll those thot wil l f ight lo defend their freedom.

Amolickioh ond his followers, seeing they ore defeoted,
defect to the Lomonites. Through freochery ond deceil,
Amolickioh becomes the king of ihe Lomonites ond leods
their ormies ogoinst the Nephites.

Moroni, knowing thot lhe intenl of Amolickioh is fo
become king of both the Nephites ond the Lomonites,
begins strengthening the cifies on the borders between
the londs. A description of these fortificotions proves io be
very interesfing:

. . . lhe Nephites hod {ug up o ridge of eorth round
obout them, which wos so high thot the lomonites
cou ld  no t  cos t  the i r  s tones  ond or rows o t
them . . . neiihercould they come upon them,_sove ii
wos by iheir  p loce of  enironce. Almo 2l :152

(Continued on poge 2)
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Z o r o h e m l o  R e s e o r c h  F o u n d o t i o n  w i l l  h o v e  o
toble ot fhe meelings sponsored by fhe Foundotion
for Reseorch on Ancient Americo in Luff Audiforium
o f  t h e  S f o n e  C h u r c h .  M e e f i n g s  o r e  s c h e d u l e d
M o n d o y  t h r o u g h  F r i d o y  i m m e d i o t e l y  o f t e r  t h e
offernoon business sessions (obout 4:30 p.m.). We
will hove our three new proiects ovoiloble ot fhot
time (they wil l olso be ovoiloble ot the School of
Soints) .

Come by ond visit with us. The following lecfures
ore scheduled for the week:

Mondoy-Roymond C. Treof
"Mesoomericon Archoeology ond the
Book of Mormon-Outlines
Compored."

Tuesdoy-Roy Weldon
"Eblo"

Wednesdoy-Chorler R. Hleld
"Jesus Christ in Ancient Americo"

Thursdoy-Jome3 A. Chrlrtcnron
"Lo Bueno Fe-Receni Developments
in the Honduros Mission"

Fridoy-Clolr F. Wcldon ond Kcnncth Rsvclll
Two-screen, Book of Mormon-centered
presenlotion



wos lorred ond feothered by rhe mob in Independence.
l n  f h e  e x o d u s  f  r o m  N o u v o o  t h e  A l l e n  o n d  G o l l o n d

fomilies followed Brighom Young to fhe winler quorters in

Nebrqsko. However, they did not ogree wifh the oction

token ihere which ploced Brighom Young in the posii ion of
p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  f  h e  c h u r c h .  A t  t h o t  p o i n i ,  o  n u m b e r  o f

church fomilies soughl homesiles in western lowo.
Morio Allen ond Beniomin Gollond were morried ot

Gollond's Grove. There my grondfother, Abrom Gollond,
wos born. Loter the fomily moved o few miles north to
Deloif, lowo, which hod originolly been settled by other
church fomilies under the nome of Moson's Grove. This
wos my mother's home.

My fofher's"fomily (the Newcoms) moved to fhe oreo

following-rhe Civil Wor ond eveniuolly mony members

were converted to the church by J. J. Cornish during one of

his missionory iours of Northwestern lowo. I wos born
n e o r  D e l o i t  o n d  w o s  b o t h  b l e s s e d  o n d  b o p t i z e d  o s  o
member of the Deloit congregotion. There I begon to leorn

obout the church ond there I touglrt my first Sundoy school

closs-o finy group of 3-5 yeor olds.
My folher wos on ovid reoder ond I inherited his love of

books. My brothers ond I were encouroged to reod the

scriptures for ourselves ond church publicotions were held

in high regord in our home. The history of ihe church hod

olwoys foscinoted me perhops becouse I felt my fomily

hod been intimotely involved with it. Ai the time of my

boptism ot oge 13, I become exiremely inferested in the

B o o k  o f  M o r m o n .  T h i s  l e d  t o  o  g r o w i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e

orchoeology ond history of the Western world.

A s  o  t e e n - o g e r ,  m y  d e e p e s t  d e s i r e  w o s  t o  b e  o n

orchoeologisf-o desire which the greot depression of the

thirt ies mode only o dreom. College for me, wos ouf of the
question. My fomily moved io Comeron, Missouri in 1936.
There I mei qnd morried o young church member who held

t h e  o f f i c e  o f  p r i e s t .  W o y n e ' s  f o m i l y  o l s o  h o d  o  c h u r c h
heritoge going bock five generotions, to the building of

K i r t l o n d  T e m p l e .  H e  w o s  b o r n  o t  o l d  F q r  W e s f  o n d  h i s

fother hod built ond poslored the smoll church which sti l l

stonds fodoy. We shored o mutuol interest in fhe Book of

Mormon os he wos leoching thot subiect to the odult closs

in the Comeron bronch.
The yeors following our morrioge sow the birth of two

sons, f ive wor yeors spent in the Coribbeon on the islond

of Arubo, o yeor in Costo Rico, ond neqrly iwo yeors in

Corocos, Venezuelo. Woyne worked for Stondord Oil, the

I n f e r o m e r i c o n  S c h o o l  S e r v i c e ,  o n d  w o s  d i r e c l o r  o f  q

C u l t u r o l  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  U . S .  S t o t e  D e p o r t m e n t .  T h e s e

v o r i e d  o s s i g n m e n t s  g o v e  u s  o n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y

Sponish ond to delve into the culture ond pre'history of

much of Lotin Americo. During these yeors I confinued to

s p e n d  h o u r s  s t u d y i n g  v o r i o u s  o s p e c f s  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f

M o r m o n .  T h i s  l e d  m e  i n t o  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r o l

b o c k g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  c o l o n i e s  w h i c h  l e f t  t h e  O l d

W o r l d .  I  n o t  o n l y  e x p l o r e d  r h e  b i b l i c o l  o c c o u n t s  b u t

c o l l e c t e d  o l l  t h e  e v i d e n c e  I  c o u l d  o n  t h e  e x c i t i n g

orchoeologicol discoveries deoling with thot period.

In 1950 Woyne wos osked by the church fo become o

full-t ime oppoinfee, fhe first ossigned to Lotin Americo. We

ossumed this meonf ihot we would soon be senl to live

somewhere  south  o f  the  border ;  oc luo l l y  i f  wos  mony
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yeors  be fore  we were  moved to  Mex ico  C i ty .  In  the

interim we spent severol yeors in South Texos, on the

Mexicon border. This did permif us fo toke shorf vocoiion

trips info Mexico ond we used these opportunities to visit

mony oncienl ruins. And it wos here on fhe border rhot I

wqs, very reluctonlly, pushed into teoching my first Book of

Mormon closs. I enioyed the study ond reseorch, buf the

ideo of teoching it to someone wos frightening.
My yeors of reseorch hqd convinced me thot the londs

of the Book of Mormon could not include ports of South

Americo ond the Unifed Stotes, os commonly occepted in

the church, bui musf be confined fo Mesoomerico-lhe

oreo from cenfrol Mexico south fo Cosfo Rico in Centrol

A m e r i c o .  l t  t h e r e f o r e  f o l l o w e d  t h o t  M o r m o n ' s  H i l l

Cumoroh wos somewhere in southern Mexico ond noi the

hil l we coll Cumoroh in the stote of New York.

S u c h  u n o r i h o d o x  i d e o s  d i d  r e s u l t  i n  o  h i g h  l e v e l  o f

interest in my Book of Mormon closses ond I found myself

more ond more in demond os o teocher on fhe subiecf.

During these yeors my husbond ond our three sons (the

youngest born in 1950) hod ioined me in o fomily quest.

We set oui to find Mormon's hil l , which we coll Cumoroh

South. We believe thol Moroni, who took lo New York only

the smoll plofes of the obridgment, cqlled the hil l  there

Cumoroh, in memory of the ploce where his fqther hod

hidden the originol records. My in'deptfr study of the londs

os mentioned in the Book of Mormon hod indicoted fhot

we would hove to seorch southern Mexico to f ind the reol

Cumoroh.
W e  r e o d  o r c h o e o l o g i c o l  s i t e  r e p o r t s ,  w e  s t u d i e d

topogrophy mops, we reod mony books, ond we wolked

m i l e s  i n  p e r s o n o l  e x p l o r o t i o n .  I n  1 9 6 4  w e  h o d  b e e n

ossigned to Mexico City where I then hod the opporfunify
to otfend orchoeologicol lectures ot the Museum, os well

o s  v i s i t  s i t e s  w i t h  t h e  p r o f  e s s i o n o l s .  ( l t  w o s  t h e r e  o u r

y o u n g e s t  s o n  e n f e r e d  c o l l e g e ,  g r o d u o f i n g  w i i h  o n

o n i h r o p o l o g i c o l  d e g r e e  i n  f  h e  f  i e l d  o f  M e s o o m e r i c o n

o r c h o e o l o g y .  A  v i c o r i o u s  f  u l f  i l l m e n t  o f  m y  y o u f h f  u l

dreoms !)
Eventuolly I come ocross studies of the oncienl irode

r o u t e s  w h i c h  p r o v e d  v e r y  h e l p f u l ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  o u r

e x p l o r o i i o n  o f  o n  o r e o  w h i c h  f  i t t e d  o l l  t h e  n e c e s s o r y

cr i ter io,  ond which we fel t  hod to be r ight .  Finding the hi l l

wos o tremendous experience for the fomily; ond though

we reioiced over the success of our quest, we shored our

informoiion ond our feelings wifh only close friends.

W h i l e  I  w o s  c o m p l e t e l y  s o t i s f  i e d  i n  m y  o w n  m i n d

concerning our locotion of Cumoroh South, I wos mosl

relucfonf to include it in closSwork or in discussion with

the mony church members who come os visifors to Mexico

City. Woyne wos not so inhibited. Frequently I found him

pointing out the locofion of Hil l Cumoroh on o mop ond

e x p l o i n i n g  w h y  w e  p l o c e d  i t  t h e r e  o s  h e  g u i d e d  s u c h

visifors through the museum. I knew I hod been direcfed

by fhe Spirit of the Lord in my siudy ond reseorch. I hod
.hod mony confirmoiions of the Spirit os I hod struggled fo

moke sense out of doto which hod been very confusing. I

knew I  hod been led  f rom my youth  to  work  on  th is

porticulor problem concerning lhe Book ol Mormon, bul

now thol lfelt I hod some onswers, I still hesitoted to use
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them publicly. I felt so deeply obouf this thot I went fo the
Lord in most eornesi proyer. I would hove to hove some

confirmofion of ihe truth of our position before I could tolk

freely obouf it.
Very shortly qfter this on oppointee fomily come to

M e x i c o .  A g o i n  w e  s e r v e d  o s  g u i d e s  w h i l e  t o u r i n g  i h e
museum. Agoin Woyne tolked obout Mormon's hil l  ond'
w h y  i t  h o d  t o  b e  i n  t h o t  p o r t i c u l o r  p l o c e .  A n d  o g o i n  I
worried. The next doy Woyne served os fheir guide to o
site outside Mexico City ond upon their return the'fomily
soid fteir good-bye's.

They were leoving the city the next morning. Eorly in
the morning the phone rong ond our brother oppointee
osked if they could return for o short visit before leoving
f o r  h o m e .  W h e n  f h e y  o r r i v e d ,  h e  e x p l o i n e d  t h o f  h i s
doughter-in-low (pori of their fomily group) hod hod on
experience while in the museum which he felt wos to be
s h o r e d  w i t h  u s .  S h e  t h e n  t o l d  u s  t h o f  w h i l e  w e  w e r e
d iscuss ing  these th ings  o t  the  museuf f i ,  o  vo ice  hod
spoken to her ond soid: "Listen, you ore heoring trufh".
She hod been quite moved by rhe experience but hod not
told the rest of her fomily until fhe evening ofier fhey hod
left our home. Her fother-in-low felt the experience wos
f o r  u s  t o o ,  n o l  k n o w i n g  f h o t  I  h o d  o s k e d  f o r  t h i s
confirmotion from the Lord. How thonkful I wos thof they
hod come bock to the house to shore if with us.

From this point on we both felt free fo tolk ond fo feoch
the evidence which points to ihe sfory of the Nephites,
Lomonifes ond the Joredites os being confined to o norrow
lond oreo in Cenfrol Americo, which contoins the oction;
described in the record. The oft-mentioned "norrow neck"
would be the lslhmus of Tehuontepec in southern Mexico,
the greof f inol boii les of both the Joredite ond Nephite
notion would hove been fought o l itt le lo the northwest of
thof oreo, qnd the cove where Mormon secreted the mony
originol records ond other socred obiects would be found
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  T h e  s c r i p t u r o l ,  g e o g r o p h i c o l  o n d
qrchoeologicol evidence oll become o port of the closses I
toughf on the Book of Mormon.

l n  1 9 7 0  w e  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  f  r o m  M e x i c o .  I n  o u r

succeeding ossignmenf in the Stotes, I tought mony Book'

of Mormon closses in districts, ot reunions, bronch closses,
w o r k s h o p s  e f c .  I  h o d  c o m e  f o  e n i o y  t h e  t e o c h i n g ,
especiolly os people were so responsive to lhe new ond
excifing informofion presented. More ond more often I,

w o s  o s k e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " W h y  d o n ' f  y o u  p u f  i t  o l l  i n  o
b o o k ? "  l f  t h e  i d e o  o f  t e o c h i n g  o  c l o s s  h o d  b e e n
f  r i g h t e n i n g ,  t h e  i d e o  o f  w r i t i n g  o  b o o k  w o s  p o s i f  i v e l y
terrifying. I hod finolly leorned some of the rules of being
o good teocher, but I knew nothing obout wrif ing o book.
The suggestion wos ignored for o long time.

P r o b o b l y  w h o t  c h o n g e d  m y  m i n d  w o s  t h e  g r o w i n g
conviction fhof fhe prophecies of the Book of Mormon,
p o r t i c u l o r l y  t h o s e  d e o l i n g  w i l h  l h e  t e s f i m o n y  o f  t h e
originol records, were of vitol imporfonce ot this time, nof
only to the church bui to fhe world. lt is prophecy yef to be
fulfi l led. The discovery of the so-colled Deod Seo Scrolls
ond the more recent f ind of fhe tremendous librory ot Eblo
w i l l  p o l e  i n  f h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  w h i c h  M o r m o n  s o
corefully hid owoy for thot t ime when the world should
hove them. lf the Lord hod truly directed my studies ond

inspired my reseorch, then I hod some responsibil i ty to
s h o r e  m y  i n f o r m o l i o n  b e y o n d  t h e  l i m i t o f i o n s  o f  m y
closswork.

When I f inolly decided I would try to puf my moleriol
into q book, I informed the fomily they would oll hqve to
help-o decision I frequently regretfed ! They took me
seriously ond crit icized every l ine I wrote. The oldest son
cloimed lwrote oll my sentences bockwqrds. My husbond,
the English moior, wonted it oll very l iterory ond formol.
T h e  o n e  w i f h  t h e  A n t h r o '  d e g r e e  c h o l l e n g e d  o l l
o r c h o e o l o g i c o l  s t o t e m e n t s !  H o w e v e r ,  e v e r y  t i m e  I
threotened to burn the monuscript, vowing I would never
write onother word, they oll united ogoinst me, soying
" i t ' s  g r e o t - k e e p  w r i f i n g ! "  C e r t o i n l y ,  w i i h o u f  t h e i r
support, suggestions, cri l icism ond help it could never
hove been written.

So-"Peopler, Plocer ond Prophecler" come info being.
In reolity, it is my testimony ond my belief in the truth of
lhe Book of Mormon ond the sfory it tells. I hope to l ive to
see fhe doy when the records hidden in Cumoroh South
ore given to the world. I om very groteful to my Lord thot
he  led  rne  in to  on  oworeness  o f  the  impor ionce o f  the
Book of Mormon to my generotion ond thot he lei me hove
o port in presenting thot wilness to fhe church.e

Woyne ond Vernell Slmmonr
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A TESTIMONY:

tcniplures ol the lulune
By Jomer H. Robblnr

Whot o morvelous fufure we hove before us os we slop
f o  c o n s i d e r  l h o t  t h e  L o r d  s h o l l  b r i n g  f o r t h  o d d i t i o n o l
scripture records ot some fulure dote which sholl be of
g r e o f  w o r f h  o s  t r e o s u r e s  o f  h i d d e n  w i s d o m  o n d
knowledge! Remember these promises?

"And when they sholl hove received this, which is
expedient thot they should hove first, to try their
f o i r h ,  o n d  i f  i r  s h o l l  s o  b e  t h o t  t h e y  s h o l l  b e l i e v e
these things, then sholl the greoler things be mode
monifesf  unlo them." l l l  Nephi  l2:4

" A n d  w h o s o  r e c e i v e f  h  t h i s  r e c o r d ,  o n d  s h o l l  n o t
condemn it becouse of the imperfeclions which ore
i n  i t ,  l h e  s o m e  s h o l l  k n o w  o f  g r e o f e r  t h i n g s  t h q n
lhese." Mormon 4zl4

"And he fhot wil l contend ogoinst the word of the
Lord, let him be occursed; ond he thot sholl deny
these things, lef him be occursed; for unlo them will l
shew no greoler things, soith Jesus Christ, for I om
he who speoketh; Come unto me, O ye Gentiles, ond
I  w i l l  s h e w  u n t o  y o u  t h e  g r e o i e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e
knowledge which is h/d up becouse of unbelief."
E l h e r  l : 1 0 2 , 1 0 9 .

One imporfont foct to be noted in fhese scriptures is thot
the promise is condifionol; nomely, thot which hos olreody
been reveoled (our present-doy Book of Mormon) must be
occepfed  by  fo i fh  os  o f  d iv ine  or ig in  be fore  ony  o f  her
scriplures come forih.

The Book of Mormon is replete with references fo olher
records of Scripture which comprised the socred librory of
the Nephites. In foct, lhere ore references thot indicote
there  were  o ther  record-keep ing  peop le  bes ides  the
Nephites:

"And it come to poss fhot there were mony of the
people of Ammon who were Lomonites by birth, did
olso go forth info this lond (lond norihword). And
now there ore mony records kept of the proceedings
of this people, by mony of this people, which ore
p o r t i c u l o r  o n d  v e r y  l o r g e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m ; "
Helomon 2zl1, l2

"And ihus the longuoge of Nephi begon to be tought
qmong oll the people of the Lomoniles.
. . . but they tought them thot they should keep fheir
record, ond thot they might wrife one fo onother."
Mos ioh  I  l :49 ,51

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  o  l i s f  o f  v o r i o u s  s o c r e d  r e c o r d s
mentioned which sholl come forth some doy:

l . Brsr Plsto: I '  Nephi l : 1 58-1 69; Almo 17 232
o. Joseph of Egypt's writ ings: l l  Nephi 3:l-5

b. Writings of the prophets Zenos, Zenock, ond
Neum: I Nephi 5:240-242; l l l  Nephi 4:69-73

2.  Book  o I  Leh l :  I  Neph i  l :15 ,16 ;  I  Neph i  2 : l
3.  Record ol  Zenl f f :  Mosioh 6-10; Mosioh l l :81
4 .  Record  o f  A lmo In  the  w l ldernesr :  Mos ioh  9 ,

Mos ioh  I  l :82
5. Record of Ether Qa Gold Plotes): Almo 17:52,

Mos ioh  5 :64 ,  E lher  6 :15 ,  108
6. Record brought by Jorcdlter (Book of Remem-

bronce):  Elher 3:80,81 ,89; Genesis 5:  I  4- l  6,36,
37; Genesis 6:5-9 l .V.

7 .  Seo led  Por l lon  o f  Book  o f  Mormon:  l l  Neph i
I  I  : l  2 6 , 1 2 7 , 1 3 0 , 1 3 1  ;  E t h e r  I  : 8 6 - 1 0 l

9.  Lorge'Ploter of  Nephl :  I  Nephi  l :17,  lL Nephi
12 : l ;  Mormon l :5 ,45

10. Mony "unnomed ploter" :  Helomon 2i l  l -14

The promise of more scriptures for lotter-doy Lomonites
qnd lqtter-doy Gentiles (Restored Church) con be found in
l f  f  N e p h i  1 2 z l - 4 ;  M o r m o n  2 2 3 5  o n d  E t h e r  l : 1 0 0 , 1 0 1 ,
109- l  l3 (Seoled Port ion).

There seems to be no specific indicofion os fo when or
how these records sholl come forth but I would briefly l ike
t o  m e n f i o n  o  t e s f  i m o n y  w h i c h  w o s  s h o r e d  w i t h  m e .  l t
would seem ihot of leost some of these records wil l come
f o r t h  i n  o  r o t h e r  o r d i n o r y  m o n n e r .  l n  f o c f ,  i f  w i l l  n o t
oppeor lhof the hond of the Lord thot hos brought them
forth, but wil l require those who know to beor testimony
of this. I think I con sofely soy withouf feor of confrodicfion
thof the Record of the Broiher of Jored ond fhe Seoled
Portion of the Book of Mormon wil l be tronsloled by o
p r o p h e t - s e e r  w i t h  t h e  U r i m  &  T h u m m i m m  ( s e e  E t h e r
I :86-l0l; Mosioh 5277). Probobly some of the records fhot
c o m e  f o r t h  w i l l  b e  t r o n s l o f e d  b y  e x p e r t s  i n  o n c i e n t
longuoges. According fo the tesfimony of lwo men thot I
know, both were permiited to see this socred Nephite
librory in vision ond were odmonished to beor testimony
of this experience fo os mony soinfs os would l isten in
order to overcome ony skepficism which might prevoil
omong the soints when some of these records do comg
forlh.

A l i h o u g h  I  p e r s o n o l l y  d o  n o t  k n o w  t o  w h o m  t h e s e
future records wil l minister fhe most, I om confident fhot
God qnd Christ wil l in their own perfect t iming occomplish
the moximum benefit for men in fhese lost doys.

lwil l close wifh o personol feslimony. A few yeors ogo,
three other men ond lwent to Mexico to o mountoin which
is believed to be ihe hiding ploce for the socred l ibrory.
Nofhing of o specloculor noture ironspired while there.

Abouf o week ofter returning home I wos pondering in my
mind our trip fo Mexico. I wos thinking obout the legend of
the v i l loge neor th is mountoin which c lo ims lhot  fhree
men come through this v i l loge ond cl imb the mountoin
during fhe first week of April eoch yeor ond then ore not

(Continued on poge 8)
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seen ogoin unt i l  the fo l lowing Apr i l .  I  th ink i i  is  sofe to soy

thot ihese ore the Three Nephifes. I wos wondering why
t h e  T h r e e  N e p t r i t e s  c o m e  t o  t h o f  m o u n t o i n  e v e r y

y e o r - G o d  o l w o y s  h o s  o  p u r P o s e  i n  w h o f  H e  o r  H i s

servonts do. Suddenly the Voice of Intell igence spoke to

my infel l igence ( l  d id not heor on oudible voice) ond soid,
"They (the Three Nephites) ore beholding the doings of

G o d  o m o n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  m e n  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o n d  o r e

recordlng thlr on the ploter In the rocred llbrory." I wos

not io ld on which plotes th is wos being done.
I quickly opened my Book of Mormon to see if this wos

mentioned ond wos thri l led to discover something I hod

overlooked up to thot t ime:
"Therefore more blessed ore ye, for ye sholl never

t o s t e  o f  d e o t h ,  b u t  y e  s h o l l  l i v e  t o  b e h o l d  o l l  t h e

doings of the Fofher, unlo the children of men, even

unt i l  o l l th ings shol l  be fu l f i l led,  qccording to the wi l l

of the Fofher, when I sholl come in my glory, with the
powers of  heoven."  l l l  NePhi l3:  l8

N o t i c e  i t  c l e o r l y  s t o t e s  t h o t  t h e  T h r e e  w i l l  t o r r y  o n d

o b s e r v e  G o d ' s  d o i n g s  t o  t h e  e n d  o l t h o u g h  i t  d o e s  n o t

mention onything obout records being mode by them.

However, I om confident by fhe impress of God's Spirit

fhot this is so.
W i f h  e o g e r  o n d  p r o y e r f u l  o n t i c i p o t i o n  l e t  u s  l o o k

f o r w o r d  t o  f h e  d o y  w h e n  t h e  L o r d  w i l l  b r i n g  f o r t h

odditionol treosures of wisdom, knowledge ond Eternol

truths.r

Storler from the Book ol Mormon filmstrips ore now

ovoiloble through Creotive Ministries Inc. Severol yeors

o g o  f  h e  L D S  C h u r c h  d e v e l o p e d  o  s e t  o f  2 4  s o u n d  c o l o r

fi lmstrips for use in their educoiionol system. These hove

b e e n  r e - r e l e o s e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  B l u e  V o l l e y  S t o k e

corporotion with cossette tope soundtrocks (for monuol

ond oulo odvonce mochines). The complete sef con be

ordered for $95 (less thon $4 per fi lmstrip) plus postoge

from Creotive Ministries Inc., 19404 Eost Holke Rood,

Independence, Missouri 64057.
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