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ETZA[ ARCHAEOLOGY CENTE F O R M E SO AM ER I CA N RES EAR C H 

EMEMBERING ISRAEL 

11:ay 14, 2011 marks the 63rd year of Israel as a nation. When God made
A covenant with Abraham, it included the land of Israel (Genesis 17:8), which 

V f was extended to his future descendants through Isaac (Genesis 26:2-5) and 
Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel (Genesis 28:1-4, 13-14). This covenant wa·s 
reiterated to Moses (Deuteronomy 19:1-30:20) as distinct and unconditional, not 
dependant on faithfulness or obedience. There was also a second "land" covenant with 
Moses that was conditional, related to obedience to the Mosaic Law. The Book of 
Mormon reveals that the purpose of the Law of Moses was to point to the Messiah 
(Jacob 3:6 [4:5 LDS]). Their rejection as a nation of Jesus Christ, the Holy One of 
Israel, resulted in the loss of their land, and their scattering and dispersion (2 Nephi 
1:22-25 [1:10-12]). However, prophecies of a future restoration reveal that Israel will 
return to its land as God remembers the covenant of her youth (Ezekiel 16:60). 

Historically, Israel experienced two events-first, Lehi and Jeremiah prophesied the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, and the captivity of her people. This occurred 
in 586 BC. After their return, the Temple was rebuilt. The prophecy of Jesus, that "there 
shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down" (Matthew 
24:1-2), was fulfilled in AD 70 when Rome burned and destroyed this second temple. 
This event occurred on the 9th of Av in the Hebrew calendar (August 10th in 70 AD), 
stunningly the exact same day the Babylonians had burned down Solomon's temple 
657 years earlier! 

Book of Mormon prophets describe the scattering of Israel as they are smitten, despised, 
afflicted and hated (1 Nephi 5:252 [19:14]; 3 Nephi 7:33 (16:9]) but also foretells of their 
return and salvation for those who accept the true Messiah (1 Nephi 3:19 [10:14]; 4:33 
15:20]; 2 Nephi 7:12 [10:7]; 11:20, 31 [25:11, 18]). In 1841, Orson Hyde, an Apostle in 
the Restoration, embarked on a journey to Jerusalem. His mission was to dedicate the 
land and pray for the ingathering of the Jews. On October 24th he ascended the Mount 
of Olives where he built a small altar of stones. Orson Hyde Park marks the site today. 
Jews began to return to their homeland in 1882. On May 14, 1948, at midnight, Israel 
was declared a State; a few minutes later US President Harry S Truman was the first to 
recognize the nation of Israel. 

At the end of 2010, Israel's population 
stood at nearly eight million, six million 
Jews and 1.6 million Arabs. Israel stands 
as a beacon of democracy surrounded 
by enemies whose mission is to destroy 
all Jews and take over Israel. The uncon
ditional "land covenant" has yet to be 
fulfilled in its fullness. Nephi sets the 
example for us to have charity for the 
Jews (2 Nephi 15:9 [33:9])-charity is the 
pure love of Christ (Moroni 7:52 [46]). 
Pray for the true restoration of the Jews, 
or house of Israel (2 Nephi 11:78 [26:12]; 
Mormon 2:41-43 [5:14-15])-their salva
tion or grafting in by receiving the true 
Messiah and full restoration to their lands 
as we approach the end of days. 1t, Orson Hyde monument in Israel 


























